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2fOTE . — Vohiiw II. conaists of two Parts — Part I. eonkiining the Second Reiwi dated 
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The Right Hon. Lord Shcttleworth, Chairman. 
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James Farquharson Remnant, Esq., m.p. 
Philip Snowden. Esq., m.p. 

Henry Vivian, Esq., m.p. 

Laurence Ambrose Waldron, Esq., m.p. 
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Andrew John Herbertson, Esq. 

James Charles Inglis, Esq. 

Henry Fison Killick, Esq. 

Matthew Jo.seph Minch, Esq. 


W. B. Duffield, Esq,, Secretary. 


THE TERMS OF THE REFERENCE. 

The Commission was appointed on the 5th March 1906 and was commanded to inquire into 
the Canals and Inland Navigations of the United Kingdom and to report on : 

(I) them present condition and financial position; 

(i) the causes which have operated to prevent the carrying out of improvements 
by private enterprise, and whether such causes are removable by legislation ; 

(J) facilities, improvements, and extensions desirable in order to complete a system 
■of through communication by water between centres of commercial, industrial, or 
agricultural importance, and between such centres and the sea ; 

(4) the prospect of benefit to the trade of the counti'y compatible with a 
reasonable return on the probable cost ; and 

(5) the expediency of canals being made or acquired by public bodies or trusts 
and the methods by which funds for the purpose could be obtained and secured : and 
what should be the system of control and management of such bodies or trusts. 


The Comiuission adopted the short title of 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


Mr. R, B. Dunm oody, Assoa M. Inst. C.E.. was appointed to be Assistant-Seeretar)-. 
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SUGGESTED HEADS OF EVIDENCE SUPPLIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR 
WITNESSES WHO REPRESENT 

(A) MUITICIPAIj bodies OB LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 


Witnesses are requested, in preparing their evidence, to bear in mind that the Com- 
missioners desire to receive facts and opinions on the following points : 


or other obstacles {e.g., insufficient gauge and variations of gauge, 
difficulty of obtaining through tolls or rates, eto.) now stand in the way of your benefitmg 
to the tuU trom waterways already existing ? What improvements would enable your 
population to use waterways to a larger extent for their own business ? 


1 . ?' construct new or enlarge existing waterways in your neighbour* 

hood ? With which seaport do you consider it most important that such waterways 
should-connect your district ? What is the prospect either of a direct or of an indirect 
return for the expenditure ? 


_ 3. Would you favour any local contribution towards the attainment of these obiects, 

either m money, or by the construction of local works, such as an inland harbour ? 

4, For your local trades, which is preferable : the carriage of goods by the body oon- 
troUmg the waterway, or by other carriers ? j j 

6. Are you in favour of an amalgamation of the canal companies or other authorities 
on the through route which would connect your district with the sea ? If so, 

(а) What method would you suggest for bringing this about ? 

(б) How would you propose that the money for improving the waterways 
constituting that through route should be obtained ? 

(c) Also how should such a through route be administered in the future, e.g., 
by a board formed from the present canal companies, etc., or by representative 
local control, or by central or State control ? 

{d) Which are the canal companies in your district which, in your opinion, 
should be amalgamated either for the purposes of a main route or as feeders to 
that route ? 


6. What efiect, in your opinion, would the establishment of an improved national 
canal system, either under amalgamated, local or State control, have on the charges for 
carriage in local trades and on the general development of those trades and the prosperity 
of your district ? 

7. Supposing that a new system of canal control were instituted, either for main routes 
or generally — what system of control would you recommend {e.g., amalgamated boards, 
local representative bodies or State control) ? 

8. If local control were established for a district comprising that imder your local 
authority, 


(n) Can you suggest a scheme for such control ? 

(fe) Can you give an assurance that yonx local authority would be ready to bear 
its part, administrative and financial ? 

9. If State control were established, what part, if any, would the local authority which 
you represent be ready to take within its district in connection with such control, in addition 
to the local contribution suggested under Head 3 ? 


June l^th, 1906. 
330 . 
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SUGGESTED HEADS OF EVIDENCE SUPPLIED BY THE COMMISSION 
POK WITNESSES WHO AEE 


(B) TRADERS OR AGRICULTURISTS. 


_ ^\itnesses are requested, in preparing th.eir evidence, to bear in mind that the Com- 
missioners desire to receive facts and opinions on the following points : 

Ifl. '^^hat defects or other obstacles {e.g., insufficient gauge and variations 
of gauge, difficulty oi obtaining through tolls or rates, etc.) now stand in the 
way of your benefiting to the full from waterways abeady existing ? What 
improvements would enable you to use waterways to a larger extent for your 
own business ? 


desirable^ to construct new or enlarge existing waterways in your 
neighbourhood ? \\ith which seaport and with which inland towns and 
districts do you consider it most important that such waterways should 
connect tout district ? mat is the prospect either of a direct or indirect 
return for the expenditure ? 

Ic. \\ould you favour any local contribution towards the attainment of 
these objects, either m money, or by the construction of local works, such as 
an inland harbour ? 


2a. A criticism, based on your own knowledge, as to the comparative cost of 
carriage by water, rail or road, for short and long distances, and for different 
classes of goods. 




26. For your trade, which is preferable : the can 
controlling the waterway, or by other carriers ? 

either^ndef If “i ™ improved national canal system, 

either under State or local control, have on the charges for carriage in your 
own trade and on the general development of that trade ? s y 

4. Supposing that a new system of canal control were instituted either for 

cTnwfr^undfrTfctef 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEADS FOR VTTNESSES WHO ARE 

AGRICULTURISTS. 


figures as far as poSfblef f w”erf ots^^ Su* sxtent (give 

(6) for receiving feedinv-stuffs manSis fflYTTi' ’ * produce, etc., or 

farms f State lomparatrve"iS:’m”;afrafit^^^^^ 

there'auy bfifnvtemrS district ? ,4re 

ties large enough to fill a canal boat ? * deterioration ? And in quanti- 

men'k^ftf neighhomhood for the improve- 

use of them by the agricultural community ? “ widespread 
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4. Would the agricultui’ists in your neiahbourhn irl + i i 

to any appreciable extent withont iitutin| some system ofotoperTlinV 

to any stL‘nro?;ju?tatfwa;:^^ 0 “s ftme* “ 

system would be wtdely adopted (if necessary) suppIifrtterSer^'atma^^^^^^ j 


June 19i7i, 190t>. 
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ROYAL COiDIISSION OR CARALS ARD WATERWAYS. 


VOLUME II.-PART II. 

CARALS ARD TRLARD RAVTGATIONS OF IRELARD. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


LIST OF WITNESSES. 


{The Index to the Evidence cifpears at 'page 


[The Ap2)endices to the Evidence and a list thereof will he fouml following page 022.) 






Evidence. 

Appendix. 

Xame. 

Description. 

Day. 

D.ate. 






DJOG. 









Questions. 

Page 

No 

Page. 

Aspixall, Mr. .1. A. P., 
M.IHSC.O.E. 

General Managei-, Lancashire 

38th 

Uth 

20.399-20474 

190 



and y orkshire Kaihvay Com- 
p.aiiv 

Rov. 







Baillie, Colonel 

Agent of the l)uke of Aherconi 

••lotli 

10th 

IGG41-1GG71 







Oct. 





Barton’, Mr. .lames, 

Poi'mer Member of Council In- 


13th 

17299-17393 

LSI 




stitution of Civil Engineers 


Oct. 



Belle Ball, .Mr. G. de - 

Managing Idrector, Drogheda 

S2nd 

13th 

16963-17117 

170 




De\elopiuent .-Lssoeiation 


Oct. 





Best, Mr. ^V. E. 

Koval Ulster Agrieultui-al 

29th 

9 th 

15949-16011 

1.38 




tXKriety 


Oct. 




Bingha-M, Mr. Chas. Henry 

i‘ii'ec-tor of ileasrs. Tedcascle, 

2Ath 


134.5-5-135-50 

49 


11 


McCormick i: Co., Ltd., Coal 
Merchants, Dublin 


Oct. 





Binnie, Sir Alexander 

Past Pre-sident Institution of 
Civil Engineer.? 

40th 

21st 

Rov. 

21432-21643 

206 

- 

- 

Bright, Mr. George - 

Merchant and Builder, Porta- 
down 

31st 

12th 

Oct. 

16839-16847 

165 

- 

- 

JiroadsPjHf' Brvnch 

Coretspiyn'leni-f lelaiingfv 

- 


_ 


19 

39 

BfRDEx, Mr. A. M., 
A.M.Insc.C.E. 

County Surveyor, Kilkenny 

2Tth 

fith 

146-53-14739 

91 

10 

23 



Oct. 





Carroll, Mr. Cornelius P. 

Harbour Master, Yougbal 

49th 

23rd 

26076-26223 

224 






April 







1907 





Clow, Mr. M’. .M. 

Com Merchant, Ponadown 

31st 

12th 

16718-16830 

161 






Oct. 




COLHOfs, Mr. .John - 

Merchant, Strabane - 

30th 

10th 

16587-16640 

167 






Oct. 




Connell, Mr. James 

Boar Owner on the Grand Canal 

23rd 

1st 

12895-12908 

29 






Oct. 
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Najie. 

Description. 


Date 

Evidence. 

Appendix. 





tiURSTIONS. 

P.\GE. 

N'o.j Page. 

Cope, Mr. Samuel C. 

Merchant at Castledermot on 
Grand Canal 

23rd 

1st 

Oct. 

12950-13001 

■ 31 

- 

Cork, Mr. James 

JIanufacturer and Agriculturist, 
Coalisland 

30th 

10th 

Oct, 

16117-16207 

■ 143 

- - ' 

CuFPE, Capfc. The Hoii. 
Otway 

Chairman Kilkenny Industrial 
De^-elopment Association 

27th 

6th 

Oct. 

14537-14662 

1 88 

9 19 

CURREY, Mr. Francis Alfred 

Solicitor to the Duke of Devon- 
shire 

50 h 

34th 

April, 

1907 

26324-26246 

228 

- - 

Cunie, Mr. W. A. 

Sertretary, Belfast Harbour Com- 
misswie^'s 

- 

- 

- 

- I 

7 36 

Delaney, Mr. Hugh - 

Member of the Tipperary (N.R.) 
County Council 

25th 

3i-d 

Oct. 

13937-13976 

65 

7 16 

Donegan, Mr. Laurence - 

Secretary, Meath Navigation Co. 

32ud 

13th 

Oct. 

17118-17172 

175 

- - 

Egan, Mr. Henry 

Chairman of the Comity Council 
of icing’s County 

2Ith 

2nd 

Oct. 

13041-13188 

33 

3 8 

Erne, K.P., The Rt. Hon, 
The Earl of 

Chairman, Fermanagh Countv 
Council 

30th 

10th 

Oct. 

16398-16520 

150 

- - 

Fair, Mr. E. B. 

Member, Belfast Chamber of 
Commerce 

29th 

9th 

Oct. 

15583-15616 

123 

- - 

Feely, Mr. T. B. 

Clerk of the Strabane Urban 
District Council 

30th j 

10th 

Oct. 

16283-16397 

147 - 

- - 

Field, Mr. William, M.P. - 

Chairman, Transit Committee, 
Irish Industrial Development 
Association 

24th 

2nd 

Oct. 

13428-13454 

46 - 

- - 

Flan.agan, Mr. John Joseph 

Boat-owner on the Grand Canal 

23rd 

1st 

Oct. 

13008-13040 

32 - 

■ 1 ■ 

Goodbody, Mr. Marcus - 

President, Dublin Chamber of 
Commei'ce 

32nd 

13th 

Oct. 

17463-17503 

186 - 

i 

Greek, Mr. Edward - 

Barristor-at-Law, Late' Assistant 
Legal Laud Commissioner 

40th 

21st 

Nov. 

21644-21719 

215 - 

-1 - 

Greer, Mr. R. J. 

Fanner, Dungannon 

30th 

10th 

Oct. 

16672-16688 

159 - 

■ - 

Grubb, Mr. J. Ernest 

Chainnan, Tipperary (S.R.) 
Count}’ Council, Managing 
Owner Suir Steam Naviga- 
tion Company 

23th 

3rd 

Oct. 

13699-13903 

56 6 

12 

Hackeit. Mr, Edwai-d 
Augustus, M.Iii.st.C.E. 

Countv Surveyor, Tinuerarv 
(S.li.) 

26th 

5th 

Oct. 

14222-14337 

77 ^ 

- 

Hannon, Mr. John A. 

Flour miller, Athy, on Grand 
Canal 

24th 

2nd 

Oct. 

13350-13427 

44 - 

- 

Haughton, Mr. W. J. 

Trader, Carlow 

64th 

31st : 

July, 

1907 

12576-32636 

236 - 

- 

Hayden, Jfr. Edward 

Member, Kildare Countv Coun- 
cil 

24th 

2nd ] 
Oct. 

-3272-13323 

41 - 

- 

Hayes, Sen., Mr. Thos. - 

Boat-owner on the Grand Canal 

23rd 

1 

1st I 
Oct. 

.2909-12918 

1 

30 j - 

- 
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Description. 

Day. 

Date. 

Evidence. 

Appendix. 

1906. 

Questions. 

Page. 

1 

iNo. 

Page. 




Heyn, -Mr. P. L. 

j EN-President, Belfast Chamber 
, of Commerce 

29th 

9th 

Oct. 

15796-15908 

132 

1 

- 

Hickey, Mr. Thos. - 

Member, Athy Urban District 
, Council 

32nd 

13th 

Oct. 

17536-17552 

189 

- 

- 

Hunter, Mr. Duncan A. - 

Miller, Trader on the Grand 
C'anal 

23rd 

1st 

Oct. 

12855-12894 

28 

- 

- 

Irwin, Mr. Thos. - 

Chairman, Kevvry Port and Har- 
bour Trust 

32nd 

13th 

Oct. 

17394-17462 

184 

- 

- 

Kane, Mr. W. F.deVisues 

Monaghan 

29th 

9 th 
Oct. 

15909-15948 

136 

- 

- 

KAVAN.iuH, Mr. Myles - 

Eepresenting Boat-owners on the 
Eoyal Canal 

.32nd 

13th 

Oct. 

17-509-17535 

188 

- 

- 

Kennedy, Mr. Patrick, B.A. 

Secretary, Kilkenny Industrial 
Development Association 

27th 

6th )■ 
Oct.\ 

14537-14652 

U740-14754 

88 

93 

: 


Kenny, Mr. Michael - 

Merchant, Cappotjuin 

49ih 

23rd 

April, 

1907 

25847-26075 

219 


- 

Kno.x, Mr. Pl. Kyle,LL.D. 

Belfast Chamber of Commerce 

29th 

9th 

Oct. 

15580-15582 

122 

- 

- 

Lefruy, ilr. H. 

Trader, Shannon Navigation, 
Killaloe 

28th 

8tb 

Oct. 

15295-15361 

114 

- 

- 

Long, Mr. E. .T. - - i 

Member, Limerick Town Council 
and hlanaging Director, City 
Tannery, Limerick * ■ 

28th 

Sth 

Oct. 

15157-15294 

no 

12 

■a 

Maguire, Mr. James P. - 

Member, Roscommon County 
Council 

24th 

. 2nd 
Oct. 

i 13215-13271 

39 i 

: 1 


- 

MacQuill.an, Mr. P. J. - 

Trader, Navan- 

; 50th 

24tb 
i April. 
: 1907 

' 26335-26370 

231 ! 

- 

- 

-McICenna, Mr. Eichard - 

Member, Kildare County 
Council 

24th 

2nd 

Oct. 

13324-13349 

43 i 

- 

- 

McMenamin, .Mr. P. 

Member, Tyrone County 
Council 

30th 

10th 

Oct. 

16208-16283 

145 j 


- 

McNally, Mr. John 

Member, Cookstown Urban 
District Council 

29th 

9th 

Oct. 

15617-15705 

124 

- 

- 

Moore, Mr. .J. B. Gunning- 

Member, Tyrone County Coun- 
cil, Member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Upper Bann 
Xavigation 

30th 

ioth 

Oct. 

16012-16116 

140 1 

14 

30' 

Mobrlssey, Alderman 
Thomas Patrick 

Clonmel Corporation 

26th 

3rd 

Oct. 

13574-13698 

53 

- 

- 

Morrison, Mr. Eohert 

Goods Manager, Midland Great 
"Western Railway of Ireland 

39th 

20th 

Nov. 

21376-21431 

204 

- 

- 

.Mobonv, .Mr. H. V., 
A.M.Inst.C.E. 

Engineer, Limerick Harbour 
Commission 

28th 

Sth 

Oct. 

14936-15166 

104 

- 

- 

-Mullerv, Mr. Michael - 

Boat-owner on the Grand Canal 

23rd 

1st 

Oct. 

12919-12949 

30 

- 

- 

XooNEY, .Mr. Tho.=. F. 

Member of the Board of Control, 
Royal Canal 

25th 

3rd 

Oct. 

13904-13936 

63 

1 

- 
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Date 

1 Evidence. 


Name. 

' Description. 

Day 



' 




1906 









Questions. 

jPAGE.jNc 

•j Page. 

Nugent, The Hon. R. A. - 

Chairman, .Midland Great 


6th 

1 14755-1484C 

1 


j 


Western Railway of Ireland 


Oct. 


1 

•O’Brien, Mr. Michael Paul 

Member, King’s County County 
Council 

24th 

2nd 

Oct. 

! 13)89-13214 

37 

1 

. 4 

9 

■O’Neill, Mi\ Michael 

Kilkenny Industrial Develop- 
ment Association 

2Tth 

6th 

Oct. 

14.537-14652 

88 

- 

- 

O’Neill, Mr. Wm. Purcell, 
M.Inst.C.E. 

j Engineer, Midland Great Wes- 
tern Railway of Ireland 

2Srd 

& 

1st 

Oct. 

&. 

20th 

12245-12405 

15 

! 2 

7 



39th 

21309-21375 

202 

•16 

35 

•O’Ryan, Dr, - 

Member, Tipperarv ^S.R.i 

24th 


13551-13673 

52 




County Council 


Oct. 

! 


PaVnw, Mr. J. E. 

Late 1/irectm-, Ch-and Canal 





18 

37 


i oiiijHtni/ 





'Perry, Mr. James, M.E., 
M.Inst.C.E, 

County Surveyor, Galway 

32nd 

13th 

Oct. 

17235-17296 

179 

- 

- 

Phelan, Mr. James - 

Boat-owner, River Suit - 

50th 

24th 

April, 

26247-26334 

229 

- 

- 




1907 





Plews, Mr. Henry 

General .Manager, Great 
Northern Railway of Ireland 

39th 

20th 

21077-21308 

193 





Nov. 



Plunkett, The Rt. Hon. 
Sir Horace C., K.C.V.O, 

Vice-President, Department of 
Agriculture an(i Technical 

26th 

5th 

Oct. 

13977-14221 

66 


17 


Instruction 






Pollock, Mr. F. W. - 

Town Clerk, Lurgan 

31st 

12th 

16900-16947 

167 






Oct. 




Rea, Mr, W. R. 

Vice-Chaiiman, Lagan Naviga- 

29th 

9th 

15362-15579 

116 

13 

28 


tion Company 

&. 

Oct. 



30th 

10th 

16689-16717 

160 





& 

Oct. 







31st 

12th 

16831-16838 

165 






Oct. 





Royal Canal 

Coi-rcijiondence relating to - 

- 

- 

— 


20 

40 

Shaw, Mr. Ale.v. W. 

Ex-President of the Limerick 

26th 


14338-14535 

81 




Chamber of Commerce 


Oct. 



Sherlock, Mr. Da\ncl 

Trader on the Grand Canal 

40th 

21st 

21720-21767 

217 






Nov. 




Sbillengton, Mr. Henry- 

Town Surveyoi', Lurgan - 

31st 

12th 

16948-16962 

189 






Oct. 




Smith, Mr. John 

Chairman, Clones Town Council, 
Member Monaghan County ! 
Council j 

31st 

12th 

Oct. 

16848-16899 

166 


- 

Smyth, Mr, Robert • 

Member, Londonderry Cham- ! 

30th 

10th 

16521-16586 

165 




her of Commerce ! 


Oct. 



Stanley, Mr. John - 

hlerchant, Gappoquin. 

49th 

23rd 

ipril, 

25847-26075 

219 1 

- 

- 

1 



1907 


j 



Stevenson, Mr. Geo. A., ' 

Commissioner of Public Works, 

1st 

2lst 

107-289 




M.V.O. i 

Ireland ! 

& 

Mar. 




j 


27th 

6tb 

.4841-14935 

97 



1 



Oct. 





536-11. 
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NA:irF:. 

DE.SCRIPTIOX. 

Day. 

Date 

Evidence, 

Appendix, 

1906. 

Questions. 

Page. 

No. Page. 

Stuart, Mr. H. C. Villiers 

i Cappoquin - • - • : 

52nd 

1st 

May, 

1907 

26931-27012 

233 

- 

1 

Tatlow, Mr. Joseph 

' General Manager, Midland 
Great Western Railway of 
Ireland 

33rd 

1st 

Oct. 

12066-12244 

. 9 

^ 1 

5 

Toxer, Mr. Jas. 

1 Chairman, Strahane Urban Dis- 
1 trict Council 

30th 

10th 

Oct. 

16283-16397 

147 

- 

- 

Torrexs, Major J. A., 
H.M.V.L. 

Chairman, Coleraine Harlxjur 
Board, Member Lower Bann 
Navigation Trustees 

29th 

9th 
' Oct. 

15706-15795 

126 

i 

- 

- 

Tough, Mr. George - 

Manager, Grand Canal Company 

23rd 

1 1st 
Oct. 

12406-12854 

19 

- 

- 

” 

I 

64th 

31st 

July, 

1907 

32637-32812 

237 

- 

- 

Town'sexd, Prof. E., M.A. : 

Secretary and Engineer, Lough 
Corrib Navigation Company 

32nd 

13th 

Oct. 
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{Certain of the Statanents handed i« f;y ITtlJir** are printed 
as Appendix A’o. 2.*) 

107. {Oliah-mcM.) You represent the Irish Board of 
Works ?— Yes. 

108. Will you . mention to the Commission the exact 
office you hold?— I am one of the three Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland. • 

109. Besides tlie evidence you are about to give I think 
you have prepared a memorandum showing the powers 
of the Government in Ireland distinct from, and to seme 
extent concurrent with, those of the Board of Trade ? 
Yes. 

110. You are prepared to give a little history of inland 
navigation in Ireland to the Commission f— Yes ; the 
history will show how different has been the development 
of inlfi.tiN navigation in Ireland compared with the rest 
of the United Kingdom. As Sir Herbert JekyU pointed 


out, I understood that the initiation of practically all Mr. G. A. 
canals in Great Britain came from private individuals SfermsM, 
or companies; whereas, from the beginning, in Ireland _ 
the State has taken the greatest interest in canals, andhas 
given the greatest encouragement both in the way of 
administration and in the way of grants. As early as Ireland. 

1703 inland navigation formed the subject of considers- 

tlon in the Irish Parliament, the journals from that year 21 ilfar. 1906. 

containing references to proceedings and grants. The 

first statute on the subject was passed in 1715 (2 George 
I.), vie . ! “ An Aetto encourage the draining and improving 
of the Boggs and unprofitable low grounds and for easing 
and dispatching the inland carriage and conveyance 
of goods from one part to another within this Kingdom." 

111. Could you state some of the provisions of that 
_ict? — Yes; by this statute certain named persons styled 
“ undertakers " were authorised to make “ at their proper 
costa and charges” the River Shannon navigable “por- 


Note -Throniihout this Evidence the following abbre's-iations are used in the marginal references : -‘‘ 1888 Returns ” and 
lacs ” fm' the Returns made to the Board of Trade in respect of the Canals and Inland Navigations of the 

United SSL for the yewfllsS aL 1898 [(C. 6088, 1890] and [Cd. I9. 1899]), ‘‘ Traffic Act. 1888 ” for the RaUway ami 
Canal TraHio Act. 1888 (61 & 52 Viet., Cb. 25.). 
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3h\ G. J. table aad pasaible” forbaats, lighters, etc., from Limerick 
iVi’n*”’ Pull poirers were given to them 

execution and maintenance of the works and 
ofPuhUc. tolls were authorised. Commissioners consisting 

n'or/.s, Members of Parliament and justices of the ad- 

IrchnuK joitiing counties were nominated as arbitrators between 
the undertakers and landowners adjacent to the river. 

21 19<>G. Similarly appointed Commissioners uere authorised to 

nominate undertakers for the districts drained by the 
“ Liffy,” the Rye, the Boyne, the Jlungagh, the Brosney, 
the Barrow, the Glyn. the Bann, the Foyle, the ‘‘ Eami” 
and many other rivers. Apparently the only navigation 
work carried out under this Act was on the River Maigue 
connecting the tomi of Adare and the Shannon. Then 
in 1721 the numbers and powers of the Commissioners 
were amended. 

112. I think in 1720 there was a further .4ct ? 

Yes : the Act of 1713 had failed because undertakers 
would not come forward to carry out the works intended 
on the conditions of that Act; 'so in 1729 a further Act 
w as passed appointing the Lord -Lieutenant, the Lord 
Cliancellor, the four Archbishops, the .Speaker of the 
House of Commons, and eighty oflter persons to be 
Commissioners, to put the Act of 1715 into force, with 
power also to encourage tillage, and to employ the poor 
on works of public benefit. Funds were provided by 
certain *• tillage duties ” for a term of twenty-one vears, 
afterwards extended. 

113. ^hat were the tiUngc duties exactly ? Wliat does 
tillage duties” mean? — These were duties on carriage 

of gold anl silver plate and playing cards described as 
” tillage duties ” because they were to encourage tillage. 
Part of the functions of these Commissioners was not 
merely to promote inland navigation, but to encourage 
tillage, and to employ the poor on works of public benefit, 
such as roads. 


127. And the others were handed over to local corpora- 
tions ? — Yes. 

128. Then some further additional schemes were 
begun ? — Yes, under the new system of grants to private 
undertakers the following additional schemes were 
begun — the Royal Canal and the Foyle Navigation; 

129. I think you can give the figures of the issue of Qjinta 

money at various dates ?— Up to 1800, £857,382 had been ' ' 

issued, of which as I said £351.946 came from the tillage 
duties, and £505,436 from Parliamentary trants and grants 

by Royal Letters and local duties. The local duties in 
this case were certain duties of excise in a particular 
district round Belfast especially hypothecated to the 
building of the Lagan Navigation. 

130. What came of the change made in 1787 ?— .-Ippa- 
rently it had not the desired efieet of providing against the 
improvident expenditure of public money, and there was 
a reversion to the system of a central body, an Act being 
passed in the year 1800 enabling the Lord-Lieutenant to 
appoint five persons to be directors of all works relating 
to inland navigation, with full power to order, direct, re- 
gulate and appoint all matters and things whatsoever 
relating to inland navigation. 

131. A grant of half a million was made for inland 
navigation and for the improvement of the Port of Dublin ? 

—Yes, to be expended as recommended by the directors. 

132. And in those directors wei'c all navigations and 
canals managed by local corporations and not private 
property vested ?— Yea. 

133. Were other sums of money expended by the 
directors ?— Y’es, and all the navigations that were 
unfinislved in ISOOwere brought to completion except the 


1 13. Were the tillage duties a kind of rates, or what were 
they ? — I think they were more like what we call now 
public duties appropriated for local purposes. 

116. Grants from the State ?— Y'es. 

117. A sort of subvention? — Yes. 

US. And under this Act, I think, the Newry and Coal- 
island Navigations were undertaken ?— Yes. 

119. In 1751 these Commissioners were elected into a 
body corporate ?— Y’es, and they then became known 
as the Commissioners of Inland Navigation. 

120. In 1787 this Corporation was dissolved ?— Y’es. 

121. .And what became of the tillage duties f— They 

were disappropriated from the purposes for which they 
were then to be used. The reason is, as appears from the 
Report of a Committee of the Irish House of Commons 
in 1300, that there_^ been much waste of public funds 
owing to the inability of a Commission so cumbrouslv 
constituted to properly superintend the and 

-expenditure of the grants, and the want of connection 
between the expenditure of the grants and the permanent 
pnvate interest of individuals ; and it was then decided 
to connect the navigations with local bodies or companies, 
and to grant aids to private undertakers “proportionate 
to their pnvate subscriptions. 

122. Could you tell us what these tillage duties or 
-subventionfl amounted to, while they lasted ?— From 
17.30 to 1790, £351,946 had been issued out of the tillage 
•tiuties. I suppose accounts were not closed immediately 
after the dissolution of the corporation in 1787. 

123. And in 1790 that came quite to an end ?— Y'ea. 

124. What works had the Commissioners commenced ? 

Gr^and Canal, the Lagan, the Barrow, the Bovne 

and the Shannon Navigations. '' 

12o. And in the case of the Grand Canal it had been 
handed over to the compaav incorporated in 1779 <— 
Yes. - r 

126. And the Lagan to a companv in 1779 ?— Yes. 


134. Complaint again arose in 1829 ?— Yea. Great 
sums of public money had from time to time been ex- 
pended on inland navigation without being attended with 
correspondmg advantage to the public, and on the esta- 
bhshment of the Board of Works in 1831 all the property 
vested in the directors of inland navigation and all the 
powers possessed by them were transferred to the new 
board. 

135. Since the Board of Works was established in 1831, 

what navigations have been constructed ? The river Suir 

from the town of Carrick-on-Suir down to the neighbour- 
hood of Waterford ; the Baliinamore and Ballyconnell SeeAvoeiu/i: 

navigation, which was m connection with arterial drainage. A’o. S^Sin/,' 

136. Where is that ?— In county Leitrim. Tlien there '* **’ " 
was the Upper and Lower Bann ; the Lough Corrib in 

Coimtv (^Iway ; the Ulster Canal, from I.ough Neagh 
to Lough Erne. Thereisalso a navigation on the Upper and Pejkirio 
I^wer Loughs Erne. In addition the River Shannon 
Navigation was completed. Commmion 


appoinua ti 

137. Omitting No. 7, that is Lough Erne, which hadnot ’■«: 

Monck s Commission onlnland Navigation, what did that 
^^^lon report ?-That the estimated total cost of S 
M * L ®“3'l Slid river communication provided by comecta 
tue other schemes (sixteen in number) was £4,722,211. Coleraine, 

190 tr., , Beifaatmd 

138. Mow was that made up ? — There was charged on limeAek, 
counties, practically advances of public money either in l8S2[c. S171 
the iray of loans or advances on works, and repaid by the “*•> 
coimties, £385,364; from private sources £2,296 349- 

and public money, free grants, £2,040,498. 

139. So tliot putting logelh., wh.t oh.rg.d to 
counties and the public money, more than a half of the ex- 
pense came from public sources ?— Yes. 

1«. Tken oome to tho .tutemont you wish to m.k. 

With respect to the powers of the Board of Works ?— Those 
po^rs M regards inland navigation are partly general 
and partly special to particular cases. The general powers 
are those tra^ferred to them by the Act 1 and 2 WiEiam 
ly., chapter 33,constitutmg the board formerly held by the 


n a^Atement headed “ Copy of Counsel’s ' 

Opinion - .—Yes. None of the canal systems carried 
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Powers of oot since the transfer have been carried out under the 
Eoani powers transferred from the Directors of Inland Naviga- 

ofAtorks. tion. They have either been done by private companies 

under special Acts, such as the Suir and the Ulster, or, even 
when carried out by the Board of Works itself, they have 
been done under relevant public Acts, for instance, the 
Corrib and other navigations. 

142. In one ease the special powers of the Board are 
considerable— that is the case of the Shannon t— Yes. 
In that oase the Board control the whole navigation from 
the limit of tidal water at Limerick to Boyle and Lough 
Allen at the north end of the river ; and for this purpose 
the Board are legally a canal company, and as such come 
under general canal legislation, whether emanating from 
the Home Office or the Board of Trade. The former have 
to decide as to cranes, loading, fencing of quays, and the 
latter have to do with rates and facilities. 


Eailu'ny ami 
Canal 
Traffic Aci, 
ISSU !SI and 
5:Tict., 

a. Ill 


143. Have tlie r.ates of navigation been fixed by the 
Board of Trade ?— They are fixed under the Railwoy 
and Canal Traffic Act of 1888. 

144. By Provisional Order ?— Yes, confirmed bv an 

Act. •' 


145. The Board is not a carrying company like the 
Grand Canal Company ? — No, the Board does no carrying ; 
its revenues ai'o derived from rents of property and 
fisheries and the tolls paid by bye-traders and are about 
sufficient to cover its expenses — the principal bye-trader, 
I may mention, being the Grand Canal Company. 

146. Does the Board of Works have a similar control 
over tho Maigue Navigation 1 — Yes, the Maigue, however, 
is quite insignificant. 

147. But it does not pay its way ? — No. 

148. There is the case of the L^an Navigation Com- 
pany ? — In this special case the Logan Navigation Com- 
pany pays a rent of £300 per annum to the Exchequer, 
and has to submit its accounts for audit by the Board of 
Works before declaring a dividend. 

149. Has it been able to make those payments ?— There 
are some arrears. 


150. The same company took over the Ulster Canal 
from the Board under a private Act ?— Yes. 

151. Have you anything to say on that ?— There were 
very special circumstances attending and foDowing the 
transfer, and in consequence there has been a good deal 
of examination by the Board into the affairs of both 
undertakings under their general powers as mortgagees 
having made loans and also in connection with the pay- 
ment of the rent charge. 

152. Wliat power has the Board of Works on the 
navigations constructed in connection ^vith arterial 
drainage— namely Lough Corrib, the Bonn, the Ballina- 
more and the Erne ?— The Board have a general power 
on the direction of the Lord-Lieutenant nith the consent 
of the Treasury and on the complaint of persons interested 
to call upon the trustees in whom these navigations 
are vested to carry out neoessnry works of maintenance, 
and in their default to do the works themselves, and 
charge tho cost on the district. 

153. Has that power been exercised ? — No, very 
little. 


154. Then I thinx there is another undertaking over 
which, indirectly, the Board of Works have control — 
namely, tho Royal Canal ? — Yes. 

165. How is that power indirect? — It is indirect, 
because it is really vested in a Board of Control, nominated 
by the Lord- Lieutenant; but in practice the Lord- 
Lieutenant appoints as the Board of Control the members 
from time to time of the Board of Works. The special 
history of that is that in the year 1813 the Royal Canal 
Company was dissolved, and aU powers and property were 
transferred to the Directors of Inland Navigation. Five 
years later a new company was started for the main- 
tenance and management of the canal from the LiSey 
to the Shannon, and by a section in that Act the Lord- 
Lieutenant was authorised to appoint five persons as a 
330-II. 


Board of Control for the superintendence of the new com- Mr. O. A. 
pany and the concerns thereof. By a further section one- Slefcn'soii', 
half the profits of the company were to he deyoted to -V.V.O., 
making a fund of £16,000 to be' invested in the name of UomiHwfsnej- 
the Vice- Treasurer of Ireland, the income being paid to ", 
the company. Quarterly reports were to be made by 
the company of the state of the works, and the Board of 
Control were authorised to call upon tho directors to 21 J/ar. 1906- 

cany ont any works deemed “indispensable for the 

preservation of the canal,” and in default the Board of 
Control are required to have the works executed out of the 
£15,000, and any amount so spent was to be replaced 
out of tbe half profits of the company. In 1846 authority 
was given for the sale of the canal to the hGdJand Great 
Westwn Railway Company, and a section in that Act 
provided that “ all the works connected with it shall he 
maintained, upheld, and preserved by the company for 
the puj'poso of navigation in as full, ample and perfect a 
manner as by the Act of 1818 is authorised and required, 
and the Lord-Lieutenant and the Board of Control shall 
exercise the same powers over the railway company and 
canal as over the canal company and canal." In' 1848 
tbe fund of £15,000 had increased to £17,638, and in that 
y^r the JDdland Great Western Railway Ckimpany 
obtained an Act authorising them to take £I2,0C0 from 
the fund and use it for the construction of one of their 
lines, but Section 13 of the Act provided that if the residue 
of the fund should be applied by the Board of Control 
to works of maintenance and preservation or should he 
insufficient for such works, then the Board of Control 
might have a recei'v’er appointed of tho income not only 
of the canal and works, but also of the railway until the 
deficit in the fund should have been replaced, and no 
dividend was to be paid by the directors of the railway 
until the deficit should have been made good. In this 
ease quarterly statements by the company’s engineer are 
regularly forwarded to the Board of Control. 


it Biacemeni witn respect 

to the present position of the canals and navigations, position of 
The earlier part of that statement witli respect to eadi of Canals. 

the canals. I fancy you propose to put in ?— Yes. A^.pendiv 

157- I do not know whether you could make it a little i'inlemeiit 
more complete. I seo blank figures in some cases ?— It ’■ 

was prepared rather in a hurry, we having had but short 
notice ; but I will have it completed. 


158. You have some general comments to make on tho 

effect of the State encouragement of the system? There . 

are two points of view upon which the effect of tho legisk- 

tion which I have described has not been satisfactory that 

is to say the great cost of the canals, the long time thev ^ 
took in being built, their comparative failure even then, 
and the present condition of the canals as affected by 
changes in more recent years. Apparently the causes of 
the comparative failure at the start of those canals was 
that there was no very clear idea as to how the results 
that were expected to arise from the navigation were to 
be brought about practically ; the Commissions that wero- 
appointed were extremely cumbrous; there does not 
appear to have been an elaborate engineering enquiry 
by the Government or by the companies as to e^ctly 
what was to he done, and the result was that we have 
canals on wljieh there are different sizes of looks, even on 
the same canal, and as between two and three canals, 
the differences are even more marked — for instance, if 
you take the Lagan Navigation, the Newry Navigation 
and the Ulster Canal, the size of boat is different in each 
case that can work the canal, although the three canals 
connect together in Ixiugh Neagh. 


159. You consider the result has been incommensurate 
with the expenditure and the trouble taken t— Certainly. 

160. Can you assign canses for the results of the action 
taken ?— The failure to recognise the necessity for uni- 
formity of design, not merely as between one navigation 
and another, but as between parts of the same navigation, 
then there is great lavishness of expenditure, and in 
addition to that the works were spread over a long series 
of years, causiug additional loss. In later years tho 
formation of a navigation was treated as an adjunct to 
drainage, and in addition, the canying out of the works 
was mixed up in one or two cases with relief works, alt 
these causes leading to delay and expense. Moat of the 
schemes were carried out before the railway era ; the 


A 2 
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Mr. G. A. railways have taken away the great bulk of the traffic, 
the physical defects of the canals render competition 
f<„ them difficult in nearly every ease. The other causes 

reduction in the inland population, the 
iJ'orfo change from tillage to cattle-rearing, and the facility for 
Irclaitk. importation of food-stuffs, which have been very 

— adverse to navigations which in nearly every case were 
21 ilfftr. 1806. intended to serve considerable rural pop\Uatioas evchang- 

— ing loc.ally the products of the soil. 


161. {Sir Trancis Bopni.rA.) As I understand, the 
Board of Works take an active control in Canal Naviga- 
tion in Ireland ? — In certain canals a very active interest. 

162. But not a general interest No. 

163. Have you a share in the management of the c.inala 
which are more or less within the interest of the Board 
of Works ? — No,- the only canal navigation that we con- 
trol is the Shannon Navigation, and that we have alone ; 
we have no colleagues, 

104. You have no representation on the Boards of 
other navigations although they have profited by the 
expenditure of public money ? — No, in no ease. 

165. Have the Baronies and local authorities in Ireland 
also contributed to the construction of canals ? — To the 
extent of the figure I gave— £359,000 charged on counties. 

166. Have they any representation on the direction 
of the waterways ?— Only on those that have been made 
in connection with arterial drainage, and in that case 
the trustees are appointed locally, and the control of the 
navigations such as they are is vested in local trustees 
appointed by the counties. 

167. Y’ou would not, I take it. be averse from seeing a 
representation, both of the Board of Works and of the 
local authorities upon those canals, given in return for the 
grant of any additional public money or the guarantee of 
any local authority ? — I am not sure how the duty of 
being represented on the management of a canal in the 
ordinary way that a director is would come within the 
functions of the Board of Works ; it could be used for 
seeing that works are kept up ; that is to say the engineer- 
ii^ side. 

168. Have you any adequate means of seeing at the 
present time that the best use is made of the navigations 
to which the State has contributed ?— No, we have no 
means. 


169. I gather that you are of opinion that the Irish 
navigations are not in the best condition? — Some of 
them are working and doing a considerable amount of 
work, but speaking generally the result has not been 
good. 

170. We have been told to enquire into their present 
condition; are you of opinion that they could be im- 
proved ? — If it was a mere matter of money they are 
quite capable of improvement. 

171. Have yon considered whether the expenditure 
of public money upon their improvement would be a good 

:i thing for Ireland ?— We have not discussed that as a 

I Board. 

] 172. Beyond the question of improvement, I take 

^ P . it there is the question of extension. Have you con- 
'• desirable” aidered whether extensions are desirable or further 

t ■ ivcilities for water carriage in Ireland ?—So fat as we have 

: discussed the advisability of extension our opinion is 

i that there is not much advantage to be got from it, 

; whereas there might be advantage in rearranging works 

I so as to enable diSerent navigations to be worked as 

I one— for instance that one oiasa of boats should be avail- 

able on several navigations. 

I 173. I gather that your policy— I do not put it quite 

r as a policy, but that the policy that might be followed 

■ would be the improvement of existing canals, a system 

j linking up the existing canals and management by 

one anthorit3- Xes, a reduction of the number certainly 
of managing or controUing bodies. 

• 1/4. Has the Board of Works considered. whether 

I if such an authority were established, they would be 

! 


prepared to take a share in the management ? — That 
matter has never been referred to. 

175. I assume if they were called upon to make con- 
siderable contributions upon improvements and repairs, 
they would feel it necessary to take to themselves some 
supervising power ? — That is a wide question aa to 
whether Government control should he improved simply 
because money has been advanced.- 

176. I do not want to press 3-0U unduly with it at 
all, but I was very much struck bj- the facts you gave 
us — large sums of money appear to me to have been 
advanced out of the public exchequer for Irish canals, 
and the canals are not in good condition, and at present 
the Irish Government appears to have no means of 
seeing that they are put in good condition. Is that a 
desirable state of things ? — The evil is mainly economic — 
that is to say, if there was traffic and resulting revenue 
improvements could bo made, but at present, even if 
the Government had control and was represented on 
the Boards of Directors, there is not the money coming 
out of the canals which would enable improvements 
to be made. The biggest canal in Ireland, the Grand 
Canal, only pays a dividend, I think, of 4 per cent, on 
its ordinary stock, and a dividend of 3 per cent, on its 
preference stock. The other canals practically pay 
nothing. The Lagan navigation at one time used to 
pay al»ut 14 per cent, on a capital of £80,000, and in 
recent years it has not even paid that. 

177. I gather from what you said that the hope for 
waterways in Ireland in the future is by n system of 
Unking up, improvement and single management, and 
from what you tell me, I gather now that it is impossible 
to get that improvement without the espeediture of 
money ? — Yes, considerable sums of money. 

178. And that the returns from the existing canals 
are so smaU that it would be unlikely that that money 
could be found by private enterprise ?— Quite so, and 
then }-ou -would have to consider whether the e.xpondi- 
ture was justified by the probable results. 

179. (Ohm'rmm.} The expenditure of public money ? 
— Y’’es, if I may caD attention to that map on tho wall 
you will see the -way the canals are surrounded j tho 
canals are the blue lines, and the red lines are railways. 

180. (Sir Prancis Bopicood.) Without putting it too 
high may I taka it from you that the Board of Works 
would be prepared to consider the propriety of spondir^ 
money upon such a system of linking up and improve- 
ment as you have suggested ?— I think all wo could 
do would be to consider the engineering question as to 
how far it would be possible on a certain basis to make 
an estimate of cost, but we would not have the facilities 
for saying whether that money would be usefully spent 
or not. 


181. But you would have to consider tho trading 
question before you advanced money ; you would have 
to consider something more than the engineering ques- 
tion, I take it, namely, whether there was a prospect 
of benefit to the trade of the country by making such 
advances ?— The position m recent days is that advances 
of public money are made in Ireland, that is to say, free 
grants or loans on favourable terms, not on the initiative 
of the Board of Works, hut by the Irish Government 
and the Treasury jointly after consultation, the Irish 
Government having first satisfied itself as to whether 
the money would be usefully spent. They decide, not 
the Board of Works, whether the money should be ad- 
vanced. 


182._But I take it that that particular Board makes 
some inquiry as to the economic conditions as apart 
from engineering conditions ?— Yes, at present there 
IS a department called the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries which I presume would supplv that 
partcular information as to tho possibility or“proba- 
bility of the return justifying the expenditure. We 
could give the engineering part. 


M mo present lime t 

an opimon the prospect of a new raUway being 

a benefit to the trade of the country to such an extent 
as to justify the Board of Works making an advance 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


iiOYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


and the BaJoniGS giv'ing a guarantee ? Is that done 
after inquiry ?— That is done after inquiry ; a special 
commission of inquiry ia held locally and ^ey report. 

184. Applying the same line of thought to canals, 
I take it that the Irish Government would have to 
hold an inquiry as to wljether such a system of improve- 
ment aud linking up would be of beneftt to the trade 
of the oounti-y ? — Yes, they could supplement the in- 
formation they get from, say, the Department of 
.Agriculture by n local inquiry, I may say that where 
it is a question of making a loan to a inihvay company, 
merely on tlic security of the revenue, we in recent 
times always have an inquiry by a railway or traffic 
expert os to the probable amount of traffic ; that is to 
say tho information does not come from the baide of 
the Board of Works, but we import it— we send a 
•t|ualitied expert to collect the information. 

185. In that case yon make a loan In that case 
Ave make a loan on the security of the mcomc. 

186. That is a loan repayable with a sinking fund ? 
— Yes. 

187. Do you take any share in tho management of 
the railway company ? — No. 

183. You merely have power to put in a receiver ? 

Yes. 

189. lu this case is there a guarantee from the local 
authority or the barony as well ? — Not always. 


-01. (Mr. Cmsley.) You say that the Ulster Canal does 
PAy. but, as a matter of fact, is it not the case that 
the Ulster Company has the biggest boats of all ’—I 
think not, 

202. They are largo boats anyhow ? — I can give you 
the figure — 72 feet is the minimum lock, by 11 ft 10 b 
width, and 3 ft. 9 ia. dcpth. 


Mr. e. A. 
Stevenson, 

M.r.o., 

Comm!M(0>i€r 
of Public 
IVorks, 
Ireland. 

•21 Mar. 1906. 


203. That is a good-sized lock. As a matter of fact. . 

has any attempt ever been made to work up traffic on the 
Ulster Canal— have they ever been authorised to take 
cattle or anything of that sort ?— It was transferred 
to the Board of Works who took it over under a special 
Act of Pai'liament in consequence of what were called 
the Exchequer Commissioners having made a large loan 
to it, and the canal having been a failure, Lord Monok’s 
Commission in 1882 recommended that an attempt \C.3173]XSI, 
should be made to sell it, and if it could not he sold it iOl. 
should then be drabed, and the land used for any purpose 
that seemed advisable. Then in the year 188S the Lagan 
Company, who are the company working from Belfast 
into Lough Neagh, took it over, and the control of the 
traffic and the working up of the traffic rests entirely 
with them. 


201. Is it working now ? — Yes. 

205. Or is it choked a-ith weeds ?— No. The western 
section of it is not worked. 

206. Is any of it worked ? — Yes. 


190. When the local authority gives a guarantee then 

I suppose the State loan is perfectly secured ! Yes. 

191. What really want to know is whether there is 
a prospect of benefit to the trade of Ireland if more 
canals are made aud if existing canals are linked up and 
improved, whether the money for such purposes can 
be found by private enterprise, and, if not, whether the 
Government of Ireland would be prepared, to find it, 
and, if so, on what terms and conditions as to manage- 
ment. In answer to the questions I have put to you, 
perhaps very imperfectly, it comes to the front at once 
that some Government inquiry is necessary in order to 
answer the question as to the prospect of benefit to trade ? 
— Certainly. I think so. 


207. Is it not all choked with weeds ?— I think not. 

208. Has any really business-like attoinpt ever been 
made to provide traffic for that canal ? It seems to me 
that tho canal has been let go down without any attempt 
to work up traffic os a railway company would work it 
up ? — As I say, it is the business of the Lagan Company, 
who want to pay a dividend, and Avho are losing money 
on it at present ; they have every inducement to try to 
develop traffic on it. We, some years ago, thought they 
were not doing as much as they might, and we got an 
expert, who had been on the Barrow Navigation, and 
sent him down there with the co-operation of tho company 
to look into matters and see whether anythbg could be 
done. 


192. I hope the Commission will ask the Board of 
Agriculture in Ireland and any other Department inter- 
ested for a firm and distinct opinion at a later date as to 
wliether they are or not in favour of some such policy as 
you and I have discussed ? — Yes ; take, for instanoe, 
tile Ulster Canal : you caunot get a paying load pi'actically 
under existing circumstances. 

Bie^lmnnon 193. (Lord, Kewjon.) Did I understand you to say 
SjTi"iil:nn. that you were responsible for tho Shannon Naviga- 
tion ? — Yes. 

194. And that it was not profitable ? — It pays its 
way. 

195. So far as your expenses are concerned ? — Yes. 

196. But that it was not profitable to the traders ?— 
The principal trader ia the Grand Canal Company 
which runs from Dublin to the Shannon; and, as I say, 
they pay a dividend. 

197. They apply to you for licences, I suppose ?— No, 
they simply I'uu their boats on to the Shannon and pay 
•a toll. 

198. I lake it the Shannon is in good condition? — As 
•a navigation I may say it is in very good condition. 

199. Would you hold it up as a model for Irish naviga- 
tion at the present moment ?— Certain sections of it, 
because there are four sections of it; and one end, from 
the mab river bto Limerick from ICillaloe.has sixteen 
Socks which are very much smaller than the looks on the 
section from Killaloe up. 

200. That restricts the size of the boats practically 
all through ?— Yes ; then, on the northern section of all 
at Lough Allen, which is very little used now and which 
is a very old canal, tho sizeiaeven smaller; and in between 
these two there are looks of 130 feet long and forty feet 
wide. 


209. Cannot the Lagan boats go down the Ulster 
Canal ? — No. 

210. Can the boats from Dungannon go doAvn the 
Ulster C^anal— from Belfast Lough, I mean ?— That is the 
Lagan. 

211. I mean from Newrj'— can they go down ?— The 
Nowry boats would he too wide. 

2!2. Everything would have to be transhipped to go 
down there ? — Or else you would have to have a separate 
class of boat- 

213. So that really the canal has no chance as at 
present arranged ? — I do not think you would get actually 
a paying load on it ; you only get a maximum of forty 
tons. 

214. And no scheme of propulsion has been tried ? 

Nothbg but horse towage. 

215. (Mr. Waldron.) Forty tons is a paying load, is it 
not ? — I believe the expenses of traction on tho Ukter 
Canal ate very heavy because of the form of the canal. 

216. Ny impression is that forty tons was the maximum 
load on the Grand Canal, but I m.ay be wrong. I suppose, 
speaking generally, -without any great expense, tkese 
canals could be ibked up and made continuous, and it 
would be a great advantage to the traders and agriculture 
of Ireland, do you not think? — ^You would have to simplify 
the locks, and then you have to consider the railway com- 
petition alongside. Although the Ulster Canal is very 
little used for traffic, we know as a fact that it does keep 
down certain railway rates — that is to say, the amount of 
traffic on it, and the amount of tolls derived from the 
traffic is not a measure of its usefubess as competing 
with the railway. Being there and being capable of being 
used against the railway, certain rates to particular places 
are kept down. 


J 
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ZIr. G. A. 217. (.¥r. Cros^?ey.) If througU rates and through boats 
could be obtained on these canals and they were in proper 
Cojjimiivioiitr order, they would hare a chance of paying ; they 

0 / rahlic cattle there and a great deal of trade they do not 

Wofkt, t — It all depends on the amount of trade to be got ; 

Jretcind. I do not think the question of transhipment comes in neces- 

- — , sarily, because although the locks on the Ulster Canal are 

1.1 Jiar. 190(i. smaller than the locks on the Lagan, still you can get a 
■ boat that would go on the Ulster that would work through 
on the Lagan. There is no actual necessity for tranship- 
ment ; the only thing is, you would have a smaller and 
less paj-ing boat. 

218. Is there not a boat once a week on the Ulster Canal ? 
—I really do not know that at the present moment. 

210. (JJr. Griffith.) I have not had an opportunity of 
looking over your evidence and the tables you have 
hand(d in, but it appears that in the last few answers 
you have given, you have touched on one of the most 
important features of this inquiry, viz. : the influence 
which inland navigation should e.-tert as a control on 
Kates. railway rates. Ycu are of course as well acquainted 

as 1 am with the two great canals that go out of the 
Port of Dublin. There is the Grand Canal, which 
you have spoken of ns payina, but we have not heard 
much of the Royal Canal, The Royal Canal leads to 
the Shannon and I think it would be very desirable if you 
would explain to the Commissioners the reason the Roval 
Canal does not play such an important part as the 
Grand Canal ? — I suppose the principal reason is that 
the Grand Canal is purely a canal company, and it 
is also a carr\-ing company, and has to work and 
develop its own traffic. The Royal Canal, as I explained, 
was transferred by an .Act of Parliament in the year 
184C to the Jlidland Great Western Railway Com- 
pany, and it has to be kept open by the railway company 
—they are bound to keep it in asgooda condition as when 
it was passed over to them, but naturally they are not 
going to develop canal traffic so long as they have not got 
enough traffic on their oivn line to make it necessary to 
pass some of it off on to the canal. 


I 

‘1 


220. And therefore as a controlling element of railway 

rates it has ceased to be of any use to the countrv ? 

There are a certain number of small bye-traders on sections 
of it still, I believe. 

•221. But as a controller of rail-R-ay rates it has ceased 
I 0 exist as a factor t — Practically. 

222. Would you be in favour of taking over the canal 
from the railway company ?— Do you mean that the Board 
of Works should take it over ? 

223. That it should be taken over— I do not say that 
the Board of Works shouldhave the control or any other 
trust that may be formed, or whether it should be nation- 
alised ;— I think that really is too big a question 
of policy for one official of a Government Department tu 
answer; it is really a question forthe Government to eay 
whether a canal should be taken from a railway companv 
and handed over to some different control 

224. I do think that theChainnan wiU agree with me 
that is one question we have to consider, and that is why 
I ask j-ou. Personally I am greatly interested in these 
two greet canals, as they are feeders of our Port or rather 
distributors for it, and the want of large boats has been 
pressed upon us. It has frequently been brought to our 
notice that if the looks could be improved and enlarged the 
transit traffic would be greatly improved, to the advantage 
of the country at large !— I certainly agree with that, and 
I think without any change being made, the Board of Con- 
trol could probably co-operate to some extent in seeing 
that the canal is kept fay the railway company in at least 
the condition in which it was handed over. 


225. (CTictman.) That is rather another question, t 
that is a matter that you couid look after. But I und 
stood you to say just now that the poLey of a comp* 
like the ilidland and Great Western Railway Comp* 
of Ireland is to develop their railway traffic first, and tl 
any leavings may be taken by the canal ; but it is j 
their policy to develop the traffic on the canal itself h 
way that an independent company or board might < 
that is your point ?—That is my opinion. 


226. On that arises a question of policy on which yon 
would rather not give any opinion — namely, as to whether 
it would be desirable in some way to expropriate tbe rail- 
way company ?— Yes. I would rather uot give an opinion. 

227. pii-. Griffith.) I do not know whether you will 
agree with me, but it ap^ars to me that the mere mainten- 
ance of the canal in the condition in which it was con- 
structed half a century ago is not sufficient for our require- 
ments at the present date, and we uant these canals, if 
possible, improved and brought up to date to be of any 

real use if they are to compete with railway traffic ? You 

want larger boats, and therefore you want larger locka 

22 s. Practically reconstruction t — Y'es. 

220. (J/r. Dan'son.) You advocate uniformity of gauge, 
—Yes. 


230. That a gauge should be fixed, and all canals should Gauge, 
comply with that gauge ? — All canals connected in a 
system ; where you have an isolated canal it does not 
matter. 


231. When they connect they should he of a uniform 
gauge !— Y’es. 

232. (Dr. Htrbfrtson.) I wish to ask if all the canals 
shown on that map are actually being worked at the 
present day ? — No, one of them is not, the Ballinamore 
and Ballyeonnell Canal from Lough Erne. That is a 
navigation which was constructed in connection with 
arterial drainage and was handed over to trustees by tbe 
Board of Works. There was no traffic on it, and it has 
praefioaily never been used for canal purposes, and is now 
entirely efisused. 

233. Is the Lower Bann used?— The Lower Bann is 

used to a verj’ small extent, and in aReportwhichhasjust c v 
been presented to Parliament by Sir Alexander Binnie Jann’Xd 
on the Drainage of ^ugh Xeagh and the River Bann, I LoiitikKemh 
see a recommendation that the navigation should be Diaimige 
abandoned. Sir Alex. 

234. (,1/r. John Wilson.) 1 think that at the beginning Jii'ii.'c’ £ 
of your evidence you stated that the sum of £359,000 had 1906. 
been contributed by certain counties through which iCtl. fS5S]. 
the canals pass in some sixty years : was that in the form 

of a levy on the lands immediately adjoining, or on the 
whole area of the county 7—1 think the sixty years you 
refer to had relation to another sum described as tillage 
duties. The sums contributed by counties— that is to 
say, loans to counties which are charged to counties on p , . 
the execution of works would go over a much longer period, tutionj 

236. I should like to know how these tillage duties are 
levied, or if they still exist 7-They were abolished in the 
year 1787. 

236. (Chairman.) They were not duties that were 
levied, but they were grants or subventions of Govern- 
ment money : is not that so 7— They were duties imposed ; 

I do not know how they were collected, but when collected 
they were used for the particular purpose of encouraging 
the building of canals and the improvement of agriculture 
and useful works such as roads and bridges. 

237. [Lord Kenyon.) I did not understand you to 
^y that they were levied on the district in which the 
benefit was given 7— They were levied generaUy. The 
only case in which I think there was a special local duty 
levied for the purposes of the canal was in connection 
with the Lagan Navigation, where certain excise duties 
in the neighbourhood of Belfast were used. 

238. (Mr. John Wilson.) They were not levied over 
the whole of Ireland though, but only over those counties 
through which the canal passed 7— No, I think tliev 
were levied all over Ireland. 


inin onouaen.) I understood you to say, or T 
gathered from the figures you gave us, that something 
like haU the cost of the canals which had been constructed 
since the Board of Works came into existence had been 
met out of State grants and local levies 7— Yes. 

240. These cmaals are now owned by private companies, 
are they ?~0r by trustees appointed locally, 

. ?— Take the Lower Bonn, for instance • 

It 18 vested m trustees appointed by the neighbouring 
coanties. - a a 
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242. And in case of the canals making a profit, ho» 
■would the profits be distributed or disposed of ?— The 
county would_ got them where the county appointed 
trustees ; it is aa academic question at the present 
moment. 


243. But there are not shareholders in any of these 
companies -whiob have received subventions from the 
State who would appropriate the profits if there were 
any ?— Yes; I imagine the Grand Canal Company, which 
I say IS paying a dividend, and the Lagan Navigation 
which used to pay a dividend, have aU received grants 
from the State, but at the present moment those too 
are owned by private companies of shareholders. 


244. To the making of these the State has contributed ? 
—Yes, in the form of grants. 


246. In the case of the canal you mentioned aa havinit 
been handed over to the Midland Great Western Eailwa;^ 
was that given without any consideration from the 
railway company ?— At the time it was taken over 
by tile Midland Great Western it was a privately-owned 
canal with shareholders, and they were bought out by 
a direct payment from the Slidland Company to them • 
1 think a total of £280,000 was paid for it. 


-47. You spoke of canal rates being uniform; did 
you mean that the rates are uniform on all the canals 
throughout the country, or uniform only aa applied 
to one canal or little district ?— At present the rates 
are regulated by the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 188S 
and I think practically the rates are imiforra now ; that 
IB to say, what we charge on tlie Shannon are the same 
tolls ns are charged on the Lagan. 


249. To what extent is that practised now ? TV'hat 
proportion of the canals carry tlieir oira goods, and what 
proportion let outside carriers use the canals?— At 
tlie present moment I cannot recall any but the Grand 
Canal and the Lagan Navigation which ore carriers ns 
well as toll-takers. 


250. So that the bulk is really done in the other way ?— 
The bulk of the canals are used by bye-traders. 


251. Does that suggest, seeing that the most profit- 
able carry their own, that there is any economical reason 
why they should get the best results ? Have you any 
opinion on that — that it is best for a canal company to 
be direct carriers ?— I have no doubt it is where there 
is sufficient traffic, but where there is not much traffic, 
then the small bye-trader could probably work where a 
big company could not. He could work locally along 


252. He could work in sections perhaps ? Yes ; but 

it would not pay to have a regular system worked along 
the whole canal by a company. 


253. What class of produce would these canals 
carry ? — From Belf.ast they would carry large quantities 
of coal and fooi^tufis up into Lough Neagh and the dis- 
tricts about there. Prom Dublin I should think the 
principal item is Guinness’s porter, with foodstuffs and 
also coal. 


254. f^Qhairman.) What have the other canals, such as 
the Shannon Navi^tlon ?— On the Shannon Navigation 
the traffic is practically the traffic of the Grand Canal 
continued ; there is some local traffic north and south 
from Limerick and KiUaloe up to Carrick-on-Shannon 
and Athlone, but that is the same class, foodstuffs mainly. 


that is to say. I can give coses where the railway gives a Mr G A 

‘I*”®- If the caL were Ston.' 
Closed the railway rates would probably go up. M.V.O., 

0-0 o i. ... • . CommissioTur 

.^tt. bo that It 13 an indirect gain to the public?— oj Public 

J-t is an indirect gain, although the navigation is little 
'^a- Ireland. 


251. {Chairman.) The rate on other parts of the 21 A/ar. 1906. 
system of the same railway being higher ?— Yes. 


246. And therefore the State grant has been a clear gift 
to the companies ? — Yes. ° 


256. (jlfr. Fmaa.) In all cases, I ■understand, in Eng- 
land the effect of canal competition at certain points 
causes the raOway companies to reduce their rates. I see 
some of your canals really work in pretty close proximity 
to the railway oompanies. Could yougiveusanyinforma- 
tion as to whether the railway companies in Ireland 
lower their rates at competitive points !— I can supply 
information as regards the effect on the Great Northern 
Railway Company of the competition of the Ulster Cana], 
although that Ulster Canal is so little used for traffic 


258. [Mr. Vivian.) That and other evidence you 
tia-re given rather suggests, does it not, that the 
public would gain by a central control of the whole of these 
canals, and that the usefulness of a canal cannot always be 
measured by the dividend paid on tlie capital ; frequently 
the public obtain a benefit in the way you have justsug- 
gested, VIZ,, reduced railway rates that cannot be measured 
by the return upon the capital : is not that so ?— I would 
t ^ measured by the amount 

of traffic, because there may be traffic without there being 
any return on capital at all. 


259. A negative advantage c 


200. Would you .say that was really considerable, 
taking Ireland as a whole ?-I think in the particular 
disti-ict about Lough Neagh it is useful, and I have no 
Grand Canal keeps the rates down on the 
Midland Great Western and the Great Southern and 
Uestern, so that in the centre of Ireland there is con- 
siderable advantage. 


261. Another point with regard to the consignment of 
large quantities of goods. The tendency of the farmers 
in Irelontl is to associate for the purpose of obtaining 
large quantities of coal, feeding stuffs, and things of that 
sort. Do you think that the greater utili-ation of 
canals would help the growth of that tendency ? You 
are aware of the tendency in Ireland amongst farmers 
to associate for these purposes ?~Yes. I am not certain 
that the population along the route of the canals is suffi- 
ciently great to enable the canals to be utilised in that 
way ; one would have to make a local inquiry showing 
w_hat population there is capable of using the canals in 
the way you describe before you could form an opinion 
as to whether large importations could be made by associa- 
tions of farmers of food stuffs and coal. 


262. In England at any rate the railway companies 
occasionally say that the reason they have to charge 
certain rates is that they have to take these things in 
small consignments, and there is no association among 
the farmers, whereas if they could get truck loads or 
regular orders over the railway they could improve their 
rates a great deal. One is really thinking out with regard 
to canals whether regular supplies of that sort might be 
a benefit ? — I think one would have to look into the 
question of the population that would be affected by it, 
which of course would be only in the immediate neighbour- 
liood of the canals. 


263. We could get information on these points, I pre- 
sume, from the Boai-d of Agriculture ? — You could get the 
population and all details like that worked out very closely 
within any limit of distance from the canal that you like 
to mention-say four or five miles ; the population is 
told off in small areas and can be calculated very closely 
within any distance. 


264. (J/r. Huisell Rea.) Have you any paitiouJars of 
the amount of traffic carried by the Irish canals— the 
tonnage ?— No we have not officially ; we can get it. 


265. I presume the Board of Works does not concern 
itself with commercial matters ?— No, it is the Board of 


266. You look after simply the engineering side of the 

capital expenditure ?— Yes., See Retumi 

267. {Lord Farrer.) You say that the Shannon naviga- Board% 

tion pays ; I see according to this Return of 1898 there Trade in 
was a loss of £1,054 upon it. Has it altered since then ’ o/ the 
— I do not know what return that is. Canals and 

Ma vigaiions 

268. This is the Board of TradeRetumundertheRail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act of 1888 in respect of canals 

and navigations, and the net revenue of the Shannon is 'Od 19] 2899 
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giren on page 113 of that return — net rerenue, deficit 
£1,034. Tliat is tLe Sliannon and Maigue l^avigation, 
•wliicb I suppose is the one you -nere alluding to ?— That 
•sras purely a temporary matter. 

268. Since then u liat has altered ? — I can gire you the 
figures. That was due to the necessity for buying a new 
steamer out of revenue. 


270. The amount of profit is not very large then? — 
No ; the revenue last year, which includes rents as well 
as tolls, was £5,678, and the expenditure was £5,370. 


271. So that it just covers expenditure ! — Just about 
that. 


272. .And there are no shareholders in that of course ?— 
No. 


1 273. Is there an annual deficit on the whole of the 
canals you have put in, besides the loss of the interest 
of the public money, w hich has been contributed ? I do 
not find th.at in this Return, .md I do not (jiiite under- 
stand your hgtiies. Do you have to bear any loss ? — We 
do not ; localities may. 

274. But the central Government as far as you know 
do not ! — Xo ; the money was given and it is gone. 

275. But there is no annua! deficit ? — There is no 
annual deficit. 


Derelict there any other derelict canals besides the 

t anals. one you mentioned in reply to one of the Commissioners ? 
—1 do not know of any that are actually derelict. 

277. I think the Royal Canal is the one owned by the 

3Iidland Great Western Railway ? Yes. 

278. Do you happen to know whether the rates on that 
canal are the same as the Midland Great Western Com- 
pany’s own rates for traffic? — That touches a point I 
heard Sir Herbert Jekyll mentioning ; the railway 
company can give a rate on its own railway, but on the 
canal they simply take a toll ; they do not carry. The 
rate charged by the bye-trader, plus the toll, mav be more 
or less than the inclusive rate charged by the railway 
for conveyance on its own line. 

279. I take it the Ulster Canal not being railway-owned 
is free ?— It is controUed by the Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany. 

280. But it is not railway controlled ?— No. 


281. Are the railway rates lower in the districts con- 
trolled by the Jlidland Great Western than they are in 
Ulster, where that canal is free ? — I have no comparison. 

282. I see according to this Return that the Ulster 
Canal, which is a free canal, carried 17,000 tons roughly; 
the lOdland Great Western Canal carried 32,000 tons. 

Of coui-sc I do not know the districts well enough to know 
if there is any comparison about it, but is it broadly in 
your opinion the economic question of carriage that lias 
caused the canals to stop, or a determination to prevent 
them carrying ? — I should think the influence of the 
Midland Great Western Railway has certainly been 
hostile to the uso of the Royal Canal ; naturally they do 
not want to lower their own rates. 

283. (C//ai>Hia«.) Are there any considerable dffS- ^ 
culties of level to overcome on any Irish canal or naviga- Canals ^ 
tion ?— Yes, I think, judging from the number of locks 

in some cases there must be a considerable rise. 


284. Which are the canals on which there axe many 
looks— not, for example, on the Royal or the Grand 
Canal ? — On the Grand Canal there are a considerable 
number ; on the Grand Canal there are sixty-seven locks. 


285. How many on the Royal ?— On the Royal there 
are forty -seven. Of course the Grand Canal has branches, 
and in that way it is longer than the Royal. On the 
Royal Canal between Dublin and the Shannon there are 
forty-seven locks. 


286. On the higher part of the canals which have many rr 
locks, is there any difficulty about water supply to the Sun^ 
canal ?— 1 think very little on the canals that are largely * * 
used : there is a difficulty on the Ulster Canal in special 


287. You do not hear much of difficulty on other canals ? 
—The Royal Canal has a very good water supply, and 
I think the Grand Canal too. 

288. There was one question I did not ask. Is there 
much difficulty in maintaining a canal that crosses bogs ; 
is there much expense about that ?— Our own experience 
is limited to the Limerick Canal, which is fifteen miles 
from Limerick to Killaloe, and some parts of that run 
across bog and it is expensive. 

289. IMiat causes the expense ! — Sinking of side banks 
and rising in bed of the canal 


{The Wilnese wdhdreu.) 
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Mr. Joseph Tatlow, called in ; and Esamined. 


{Certain of the atatementa handed in by Wiinesa are 
printed ae Appendix No. 1 .) 

12066. {Chainnan.) You ara minager of the Midland 
Great Western Railway Company of Ireland ? — Yes. 

12057. Have you been manager since 1890 ? — Since 
1890. 

Eoysl Canal.' 12038. The Royal Canal is the property of that com- 
pany ? — It is. 

12050. Was it incorporated by Royal Charter I — Yes, 
in the year 1789. That Royal Charter provided for the 
completion of the canal from Dublin to Tarmonbarry on 
the River Shannon. 

12060. In 1813 was the Royal Canal in difficulties 1 — 
It was insolvent in 1813, and in that year, the 63rd of 
George III., an Act was passed providing that the canal 
should be dissolved and cease to be a corporation, and that 
all matters relating and belonging to itshonld be trans- 
ferred to the Directors of the Inland Navigation in Ireland, 
with powers to take steps for the completion of the canal 
to Tarmonbarry. 

12061. In 1818 had the extension to Tarmonbarry been 
completed ? — It had been completed then, and another 
Act was passed, the 58th of George HL, and under that 
Act a new company was formed under the title of The 
New Royal Canal Company. 

12062. When was the Midland Great Western Railway 
of Ireland Company incorpo;ated?— In the yeat 1815. 
It was incorporated to constniot a railway from Dublin 
to Mullingar and Longford, and by that Act they were 
authorised to purchase the Royal Canal, the preamble 
of that Act stating that it would be a public convenience 
for them to do so. 

12063. Was that euhjeot to the obligation of maintain- 
ing the navigation and nob varying the tolls without the 
assent of the Lord Lieutenant f — ^There is an obligation 
to that effect. 

put. 12064. The company then acquired the canal ? — 
They did. 

®*“P»ny. 12065. What did they pay T — They paid for the canal 

the sum of £298,059. 
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12066. What has been spent On the canal in capital ? 
—Since then up to the present they have spentadditioual 
capital to the extent of £37,352. That is on the canal 

Itself irrespective altogether of the Spencer Dock, which is a 

separate affair. 

12C87. You will tell us about the Spencer Dock later in 
your evidence ?— Yes. I might add here that that 
capital of £37,352 is reduced to a slight extent by credit 
for land sold to the extent of £145, so that the real fimire 
is £335,266. ® 


12068. That is the figure at which the capital expendi- 
ture stands at the present time ?— In the books to-day. 

12069. Were the tolls reduced upon the canal in 1848 f 
— They were. There is a form which I have here announc- 
ing the reduced tolls on the canal in that joat. 

12070. As we have a map before us, I do not think I 
will take you through the whole of the course of the 
canal, but it joins the River Shannon at what point ?— 
Tarmonbarry. ^ 


12071. And from there it p 


s to Dublin ?— That is so. 


12072. And enters the Port of Dublin by the Spencer 
Dock J— Yesj jhere is a short branch in Dublin from 


a the only branch i 


Phibsboro to Broadstonel That i 
addition to the Longford Iranoh. 

12073. Are there any important places on the canal, 
towns ?— Mullingar and Lor^ord are the only two places 
that can be called at all important BaUymahon has a 
population of 711, Maynooth has 948, and beyond those 
places they are all very small villages. 


12074. Perhaps yon can give the population of Mullin- 
gar, Longford and Maynooth ? — MnlliT'gar ig 4 jqq 
L ongford is 3,741, and Maynooth is 948, BaUymahon is’Tll’ 
and the next largest place in Kileocb, with 662 people. ’ 
12075. And the population has been, as in most parts 
of Ireland, decreasing f— It has ; in Ireland as a whole 
during the last twen^ years it has decreased by 616,000 
or 12 per cent. In those counties through which the canal 
has its course, the counties of Meath. Kildare, West- 
meath and Longford, the decrease is in a much hi g li p r 
proportion. There the number is 56,716, or 19 per cent, 
as against 12 per cent, for the whole of Ireland. ’ 

B 


Mr. 

J. Tatlcc, 
Managzr, 
Royal Canal. 

1 Oci. 1906. 
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MINCTES Oy EVIDENCE ; 


Mr. 

J. Tallow, 
Managir, 
Jioyal Cana’. 

1 Oet. IdOO. 


12076. Is the district purely agricultural ! — Purely 
agricultural. 

12077. Do you see any prospect of increased traffic T — 
I do not ; 1 do not see any great volume of traffic to be 
developed in that part of the country. 


12002. We had better finish that now in that case. You 
are going to put in a schedule of the maximum tolls and 
wharfage charges which were adopted in 1894 ? — Yes. 

12093. Is that the schedule under which you are now 
working ? — It is. 


Traffic. 12078. Is a large part of the course of the canal through 

bog lands ? — A large proportion of it is through bog 
land, particularly between Dublin and Mullingar. 

12079. I omitted to ask you the total length of the 
canal ? — 96 miles, 69J chains. 

12030. Does that include the branch 5 — That includes 
the branches. 


12094. Does that also contain the bye-laws applicable 
to the Royal Canal ? — It does. And I might state here 
that that schedule was fixed after the Inquiry by the 
Board of Trade imder the Railway and Canal Traffic Act Traffic Act 
of 1888. That Inquiry wm in Dublin and lasted for 1888. ’ 

three days, and the traders and the boat-owners were 
heard very fully at it by counsel, and that is all embodied 
in the schedule which we at present work upon. 


Inquiry 


12031. There are two branches, are there not ? — Yes, 
there is the Phibsboro to Broadstone, 52 chains, and the 
Kilashee to Longford, 5 miles 17J chains. 

12032. You have not got the branch to Broadstone 
marked, but it is very short ? — Very short — 62 chains. 

12033. What is the object of the branch to Broadstone 1 
— Broadstone was at on© time the terminus of the canal 
practically before the Spencer Dock was built 

12084. Is Broadstone on the coast !— No ; it is inland 
m the city: it is at our passenger station on the north 
side of the city. 

1208o. The Act of the Midland Great Western Company 
of 1877 makes a provision with respect to the tolls, rates, 
and charges ? — Well, it makes a provision additional to 
what existed before ; it provides for tolls, rates, and 
charges as regards empty boats, and for the use of graving 
docks and wharves on the canal. 


I20S6. But still all the rates and tolls were to be pres- 
cribed by the Lord-Lieutenant ?— All subject to the 
approval of the Lord-Lieutenant. 

^ 12087. In 1880 was a revised schedule adopted ? 

Yes, in that year (I have a copy here) a revised schedule 
was then adopted. 

12088. And in the following year was an inquiry held 
before the Railway Commissioners respecting tolls and 
charges ‘/—There was ; some objection had been raised 
against those rates in 1S80, and an inquiry was held by the 
Railway Commissioners, and the Railway Commissioners 
came to the conclusion that the company were authorised 
in seeking for a moderate increase in their rates and 
charges at that time owing to the increase in prices, in 
particular in the cost of labour, and then a new schedule 
was put out in ISSl, which praetioall}" contained the de- 
cision of the Railwav Commissioners. 


12CIS9, You said that some complaint was made : did 
the complainants take you before the Railway Commis- 
sioners ?— Yes. there was an inquiry at that time ; I have 
not been able to turn up the particulars of it, but there 
was an inquiry befoie the Railway Commissioners, and it 
arose upon some complaint that an increase had been 
made, and, as I say, the Railway Commissioners came to 
the conclusion that a moderate increase was justified. 

12090. Was the actual change made in the rates by 
the Lord-Lieutenant, because I do not quite see how the 
Railwav Commission could settle the rates and charges 
if that was the business of the Lord-Lieutenant in IrelaiS ? 
—I was not perhaps quite exact there, mv Lord, because 
the power does re=t with the Lord-Lieutenant. The 
complaint was made before the Railvuv Coramissionere, 
and the Railway Cbmmissioners said that as there had been 
a rise la prices, and particularly in the price of labour 
.since the tjchedule of I85i3 was fixed, a moderate increase 
in tolls such as that of the Railway Company's Schedule 
of May, ISSO, might not unreasoMbly be claimed by 
them. Then the company must have submitted toUs 
in accordance with this to the Lord-Lieutenant, because 
I have here the Royal Canal Sdiedule of 1881, approved 
by the Lord-Lieutenant, following that inquiry by the 
(. Ommissioners. 


12<jyl. Does that scl.c-dule of toils and charges which 
was sect!^ in 1881 still exist / — No ; that has all been 
revi.sed since ; it comes a little later on in my evidence. 
We had a canal inquiry in 1894. 


12093. You have put in your proof examples of those Appendix 
tolls and chaigea, which you will put in?— Yes, I hand in No.^l. 
that schedule. (Handing in the same.) SiaiemtnJ 

Ho. 4. 

12096. How did the tolls and charges fixed in 1894 
compare with those fixed in 1881 ? — There was a reduc- 
tion in many oases ; I have taken out a number of instances 
just to see how they affected certain traffics and certain 
distances. I have taken distances of 15 miles Maynooth, 

19 miles Kilcoek, 52 miles Mullingar, 75 miles Bally- 
mahon, 90 miles Richmond Harbour, Longford. Those, 
in fact, are the principal places which the canal serves, Tolls and 
and if you take the first line in the matter of coal, for charges. 
Maynooth, the charge is reduced from Is. 3d. to Is. Id. j 
and to Kileock from Is. 7d. to Is. 3d. 

12097. But for the longer distance there waa no change ? 

— Not in coal ; in timber, which is the next item, the 
change is for the longer distance, and I may say that 
none of these charges wers higher than the previous 
charges. Whatever changes were made were reductions, 
and on the second line, in the matter of timber, it is 52 
miles to Mullingar, and there is a reduction from 4s. 2d. 
to 3s. 2d. ; to Ballymahon, 75 miles, 6s. 3d. to 3s. lid. ; 
Richmond Harbour, 7s. 6d. to 4s. 5d. 

12098. But I see with regard to several items, sand, 
gravel, bricks, stones, bog-ore, there was no change ?— 

No, and you will see that aQ those items are very low, and 
that they do not increase for the distance ; they are fixed 
at very low charges indeed. Sand is 9d. for'the whole 
extent of 90 miles, gravel 6d. bricks Is., stones Gd. 

12099. These tolls ate based on the classes according 
to the Railway General Classification ? — They are, and 
I may say out of those 100 rates which I took out in this 
sheet, fourteen of them, 14 per cent., are reductions ; the 
rest are the same as were previously in force. 

12100. The company are not carriers on the canal 7 

They are not carriers on the canal now ; they did for some 
years try the experiment of acting as carriers. 

12101. I notice the engineer is going to give us fuller 
particulars about that so I will not ask you further upon 
t^t point. You have prepared a table of receipts during 
the last five years that you will kindly put in. I will just Receipts, 
ask you about one or two of them. In 1901 your tolls 
and wharfage brought in £2,684 !— Yes, that is the *‘ 
figure. Statement 

12102. And adding the rents you had a total receipt 
of £5,278 ? — Yes. ^ 


— v-. your tolls and 

m rather less, £2,304 ? — Yes. 

12104. And the total v 
Yes. 

12105. I notice that rents were reduced ; had you sold 
any property ?-No, I think not ; I do not fcn^w what 
th^ reduebon consisted in. It is a smaE reduction of 


waariage orougnt 


s also reduced to £4,781 ?— 


^mO0. You also put in a table of the working expenses ? 


UI eipenoxiure over revenue se< 

to have been £,84 m 1901 and £1,458 in 1905 ?— Yes. 


Appendix 
So. 1. 
Slalemenl 
So. 2. 

Expenditure. 


■ , j w expeacuture over Revenu 
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12110. What was the total deficiency for the five years ? 
—£7,074, an average of £1,415 a year-. 

12111- la addition to that the company hare to pay 
interest ? — Yes, we have the interest to provide on the 
capital cost of £335,000which at 4 per cent, is £13,400 a 
year. 

12112. Then I think you put in a list of the boat-owners 
and the number of boats at present trading on the Canal. 

I observe the total number of boats is only twenty-two ? 
— Twenty-two. 

12113. One boat-owner seems to own four boats and 
about five own two boats each, and the rest are owners of 
one single bout ? — That is so. 

12114. What is the total annual tonnage conveyed on 
the canal during the last four years ? — In 1902, 20,919 
tons ; 1903, 27,892 tons; 1904, 28,594 ; and 1905, 25,334 
tons. 

12115. I see it has considerably fallen since the Return 
to the Board of Trade in 1898. la 1898 the figures were 
for the total traffic conveyed 32,140 tons? — Well, my 
Lord, the population has been going down. 

12116. Has it been going down since 1898 ? — Every 
year. 

I2I17. What has the traffic chiefly consisted of ? — Coal, 
timber, returned empties, grain, sand, gravel, bricks, 
stones, bog-ore, and general merchandise not particular- 
ized. 

12118. Does bog-ore mean turf ? — No, it is an ore that 
is used for chemical purposes ; there is oxide of iron 
in it, and it goes over to England for chemical manu- 
facture. 

12119. Is there any considerable traffic in peat ! — 
There is not. I can give you the tonnage for the year 
1905 ; for turf it was 142 tons. The bog-ore which I have 
mentioned amounted to 428 tons, 

12120. Now will yon give the particulars as to Spencer 
Dock which is a separate undertaking I understand ? — 
There were powers in an old Act of Parliament of George 
HI, 32nd year, enabling the canal company to construct a 
dock in Dublin ; that dock was constructed by the com- 
pany and opened in 1873 at Spencer Dock, by Lord 
Spencer. The cost to the company was £71,061. The 
dock consists of an upper and lower dock and covers 
an area of about 2 acres. Vessels carrying 600 tons can 
use this dock, and it is a valuable addition to the Port of 
Dublin. 

12121. How ace the dock dues, tolls, rates and charges 
settled in respect of the Spencer Dock 1 — They were 
authorised by the Company’s Act of 1877, and I have 
a printed copy of them which contains also the rules and 
regulatious, which I will hand in {handing in ihe tame). 

12122. For what traffic is the Spencer Dock available 7 
— It is chiefly used for coal and timber. 

12123. Going to and from the canal ? — Going to and 
from the canal, and largely for coal which is for use in 
the City of Dublin. Coal merchants have wharves there 
and it is a very great convenience to the City of Dublin. 

12124. I suppose it is also used by your railway ? — 
It is also used by our own railway for railway materials 
— coal and other materials. 

12125. And for the transport inland of your coal ? — 
Yes, a certain quantity of the coal is afterwards forwarded 
by rail from the wharves or direct from the ships in the 
dock. 

12126. Can you state at all what proportion of coal, for 
example goes by railway and what proportion by the 
canal ? — In the year 1905 at Spencer Dock there was 
127,668 tons of coal landed ; some of that was for the com- 
pany’s own use. but much the greater part of it was for the 
coal merchants in Dublin who, as I say, rent wharves, 
pay for wharfage along-side, and either sell the coal in 
Dublin, or forward it by the railway. Timber was 
2,719 tons, and there were 3,861 tons of sleepers. 

12127. What I wanted was the proportion which your 
company send by the Royal Canal in boats of the carriers 
on the Royal Canal, and what proportion is distributed 
over your railway ? — I am afraid I could scarcely give 
336— IL 


you that, but I could say generally, that there is not a 
great deni of the traffic which comes into Spencer Dock ./. To/hic, 
which is afterwards carried by the canal ; a certain Sfovager, 
quantity of the coal is. The total coal on the canal was -R-W Canai. 

5,922 tons. I suppose that would practically all go from / 

the Spencer Dock ; it would be brought in there. The ^ tJcLlMS. 
total quantity of coal is 127,000 tons and the canal 
carried 6,922 tons. 

12128. Part of that goes to these local traders in Dublin 
of whom you spoke, who, I suppose cart it away from 
those wharves ? — A large proportion is carted away from 
the Spencer Dock into the City. 

12129. Has your railway company any other wharves 
where coal is landed for distribution by your railway ? 

— In Dublin ! 

12130. Yes ? — We Lave only the ordinary accomme- 
dationat the goods station from which coal is forwarded. 

Spencer Dock adjoins the North Wall goods station and is 
part and parcel of it in fact. 

12131. As to the coal imported over-sea does nearlj- 
all of it come to your railway by Spencer Dock or docs 
some of it come some other way ?— Coal intended for 
transfer by our own railway you mean ? 

12132. For distribution by your own railway 7 — The 
greater part of it goes into Spencer Dock by sea but there 
is some that is carted into our North Wall station, and 
again there is a proportion brought into the Great Southern 
and Western Company’s station at the place they call the 
Point of the Wall further down the river, and our waggons 
go down there to be loaded with coal. 

12133. Of all the coal you handle, a very small part 
of it goes by the Royal Canal 7 — That is so. 

12134. As to imported grain in the same way, does a 
large amount of imported grain go by the canal or is it 
mainly distributed by the railway 7 — There were 2,156 Oraincarried 
tons of com and groin sent by the canal in the year 1905. 

Of course, as I pointed out earlier, the canal serves a 
limited district and a very limited population. 

12185. I suppose you send a great deal more grain by 
railway 7 — Of course. 

12136. Can you give the figures 7 — I have not got tiie 
railway figures. 

12137. Will you state what arc the regulations in Regularions 
favour of canal traffic in your schedule of rules and in favour of 
reguiations as to Spencer Dock ? — Yes, there is a regula- Canal Traffic, 
tion that says the accommodation at Spencer Dock is 
available for traffic to and from the canal, and provision, 
therefore, is made on page 9 of the schedule from which 
it wiL be seen that the following regulation is in favour 
of canal traffic which uses Spencer Dock. The schedule 
states : “ No dues, tolls or rates shall be charged on goods, 
cattle or passengers, shipped or unshipped overside, into 
or from any vessel lying in the dock, from or into any 
canal craft; such goods, passengers or cattle having been 
carried or intended to be carried, on the canal in such 
canal craft, and in respect of which goods, cattle or 
passengers, tolls, rates and charges for the use of the canal 
have been paid to or may be demanded or recovered by 
the Company.” So that in the case of goods shipped or 
unshipp^ from and to vessels, to and from canal craft, 
this is done without any charge to such canal crafts, and 
where in such cases the wharfage charge is included in 
the oanal toll, such wharfage is deducted before payment 
of the tolls by the boatman. The canal charge usually 
includes the toll and the wharfage, but where the goods 
have been transferred from a veasel to the canal craft 
in Spencer Dock, the charge representing the wharfage 
at that end is deducted before the tolls are paid by the 
boat-owner. 

12138. With respect to traffic going by the railway, 
as distinguished from canal is there any similar arrange- 
ment 7 — No, I think not ; it provides for the canal 
alone. 

12139. You mean you cliarge the dues on traffic 
which is going by your railway 7 — If the traffic is going 
by railway it is brought in oversea across the Channel into 
Spencer Dock ; it paj« the charges under the Spencer 
Dock regnlations there, and then, of course, pays its own 
proper rate on the railway. 

B2 
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inxuTEs or evidekce ; 


Mr. 12140. {Sir John Dorington.) Do the railway trucks 

J. Tutlow, f-onie into the dock 5— Yes, the dock closely adjoins out 
ilwagfr, Xotih Wall Goods Station and the lines are alongside 

R‘.y :,l Cau a'.. it on both sides of the dock. 

I Oet. 1906. 12141, {Sir Francis Ilopicood.'] Doyou make any charge 

for transhipping from the ship to the railway truck ?— 
VA'e do not do that service. 

12142. (Lord Brassey.) The trader makes his own 

arrangement for the handling of the goods ? Yes, we 

do not do any of that. 

12143. (Sir Join Dcrington.) It is a matter of indiffer- 
ence to you whether the load is put into a canal barge 
or into a raUway truck 5 — Well, in one case we get the 
toll on the canal, and in the other the railway rale ; so 
far it is a matter of indifference. 

12144. But you remit some charge when it is put into 
the canal barge ! — From a vessel. 

12145. There is nothing remitted when it is put into 
a railway truck ? — No. 

Charge'. 12146. {J/r. Killicl:.) Is any special charge made 

when merchandise or goods instead of being transhipped 
into a canal craft are placed directly on a railway truck ? 
—Take coal, for instance, if that is loaded from the vessel 
into the railway waggon it is done there by out own 
machinery ; there is a charge then for the crane and 
gantry, but I do not know of any other trafBc which is 
transhipped direct from a vessel into waggon. There is 
no other traffic transhipped direct from the vessels into 
waggons, but as to coal, as I say. we have our own appli- 
ances there, cranes and a gantry, and we make a regular 
fixed cha^e for that. 

12I4i. (Chairman.) How do you transfer the coal 
from the ship into the canal barge ; is not that done in 
the same way '—No, that we do not do at all ; I am speak- 
ing only of coal transhipped from the vessel into waggons 
at Spencer Dock or landed on to the quay there, but for 
traffic from a vessel into canal craft we do not interfere 


12I4S. That is the Spencer Dock makes no charge in 
that case ? — No j the canal is exempted. The traffic 
13 goffig by canal, and although it has had the advantage 
of using the Spencer Dock it has not used the wharves. 

12149. But some payment has to be made by the owner 
of the barge or by somebody for the handling of the coal 
from the ship into the barge ’—That is their own business ; 
we do not carry on the canal at all. 


12150. That is exactly the same thing; you do 
charge in the same way for taking the coal out of a ship 
by your cranes and putting it on the trucks ’—For 
appliances provided by ourselves. 


121ol. \our original answer to the question when you 
gave the extract from your little volume of Rules, Regula- 
tionsand Tables of Dock Dues, Tolls and Rates, pointed to 
there being some advantage in favour of the canal • 
I cannot quite see in what that consists. It seems to me 
that if coal comes on a ship into the Spencer Dock and 
you put that coal on the railwav, you charge apparentlv 
for transferring the coal, but the barge owner has to pay 
someone, or has to bear the expense in some way, of the 

transference of the coal from the ship to the barge ? It is 

supposed that if the canal craft uses Spencer Dock the 
owner should pay something for the use of that Spencer 
Dock which has cost a large amount of money, but when 
he ships over-side from the vessel to his canal craft, I was 
simply pointing out that he is exempted from any charge 


12Io2. Is not the ship exempted in the same wav from 
charge if the coal is to be transferred, except the charge 
for handling it, to the railway ’—No ; he gets then the use 
of the wharf for landing his coal upon. 


12153. And he pays for that T— He pays for that • h 
pays for the use of the wharf. The wharf is occupied ^ 
considerable time very often for the coal. 


12154. {,Si> Francis EopKood.) In the case of the rail 
way you perform a service at the point of transhipmen 
for which you charge ; in the ease of the canal yon d 
not perform any service, and therefore yon do not chare 
for it Tlsat is so. but it is scarcely a service ; the tw< 
things are rather different. The canal craft gets the benefi 


of the Spencer Dock ; he can either load alongside and 
use the wharf, or he can load alongside the ship. AH I 
was pointing out w-as when he loads alongside the ship 
although he gets the accommodation of the Spencer Dock 
which was constructed at such large expenditure he is 
free entirely from any charge. 

12156. (Mr. Griffilh). Y'ou do not do the stevedore 
work ; youdonotpay thestevedore ?— No. 

12156. Neither to the canal boat nor to your train 7 

No, we do not. 


12157. {Lord Brassey.) Am I right in assuming that 
your railway runs parallel, or neatly so, for the whole 
length of the Royal Canal ? — No ; as far as Mullingar for 
50 miles of the distance out of the 96, roughly about half 
the distance, the railway is pretty well parallel. There, 
you see by the map, it diverges. 

12158. As between points which are equally well 
served by the canal and by the railway, how does the cost 
of transportation compare ? — That is rather difficult 
for me to soy. I can only tell you what the railway rates 
are to any given place and what the canal toll is. Y’ou see, 
we do not cany on the canal and have no knowledge of 
what the boat-owner charges in addition to the toll. 


12159. I think you told us, as a matter of fact, that for 
almost all descriptions of goods the tradernses the railway 
much more freely than the canal ?— There is more traffic 
goes by railway than canal certainly ; and I would like to 
say that probably one reason for that is the quicker transit. 
Quick transit is one of the things which traders are very 
particular about in these days, and just as particular in 
Ireland as I think anywhere else. 

12160. Looking to the general character of the produce 
raised in the districts served by the canal, are vou of 
opinion that the railway offers a better means of transpor- 
tation ? — Undoubtedly ; it is moderate in its rates ; it is 
quick in the matter of transit; and there is an absence 
of complaint ; it serves everything that is requisite. 

12161. Is yonr canal in a fairly efficient state for navi- 
gation ? — It is; but the engineer can tell you more about 
that than I can ; it is directiy under his charge for the 
maintaining of it. 


I take it to he your opinion that No benefit 
the development of the district, its agricultural resources from Im-‘ 
and such objects, would be promoted by any considerable provemeDt 
expenditure in the improvement of the Royal Canal ?— 

I am strongly of opinion that it would not he any real 
benefit at all. 


rivtan.) ion nave just, in answer to 
Lord Brassey, indicated that the canal is not a very 
advantageous method of carrying the produce ; do I 
undeptand from you that your company would probably 
be glad to get rid of the canal 7— That depends on a 
great deal ; I would like to know what was meant quite 
by getting rid of the canal.” 

12164. .fuming that some pubho authority, or some 
other authority, cared to take it up as an enterprise, would 
the company care to part with it ?— I should like to con- 
sult my di^tors about that I have told you what a large 
capital 18 invested in it, but the question you ask raises an 
impmtant point. My directors are here, and I should like 
really to consult them about that, which I have not had a 
chance to do. 

formed no opinion on it ?— If you 
would hke me to answer that question later on I would be 
glad to do so. 

interesting T— I should bs glad to 
consult them and do so. “ 

I2I67. You speak of your large capital value ; I take 
^ mfernng to that you are indicating in some way ths 
possible clwm you might make if it was taken over by 
somwne else ’— I do not know that I was indioating 
anytl^g ^rttcalwly, because your question is so fresh to 
me_; but I should hke to consult my directors before 
giving any answer which would be of the least value. 

12168.^ You observed that you ate losing £14 000 a 
year on it, according to your evidence 7— Yes. 

12169. Which, capitalised at, say, 5 per cent, is worth 

would ^ £300,000 better off if so.-neoae was to reheve 
them at no expense ’—When I am discussing it with my 
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cctors I aw sura we shall look at all those points, and 
ould like to wait till then, if you do not mind. 

12170. [Mr. Ilerberison.) Can you explain the drop in 
ihe traffic in 1904 ; thoro was over 3.000 tons less in 1005 
and 1904 ; in the year before there was a slight increase 
of traffic ?— I do not know anything except that the 
raiJway suffered also; times were very bad. I am re- 
minded of one fact which tells greatly upon it, and that 
IS that the timber in 1904 was 12,000 tons up. and that 
was owing to the storm in the previous year. There was 
country to he disposed of at any 
1004 was 3,972 tons and in 1905 


r three years have been very 


a lot of timber 
j-rice. The timber 
it was 2,757. 

12171. That was about one-third ?— Yes, the times 
were bad ; the leist two 
I ad for tie Irish railways, 

12172. Can you tell how far the coal goes along the 
canal ; does it go beyond Mullingar, or is it delivered 
letween Dublin and Mullingar ?— There is a little to 
Balljmaion, but the bulk of it is to Mullbgar, and this 
side of Mullingar. I have not got the figuroa. 

12173. {Mr. Griffilh.) Y’ou have referred early in your 
evidence to the conditione under which your company 
obtained the canal ; could you clear up our ideas on 
that subject: it has been said that the company was 
practically made to take over the canal; or was it the 

desire of the company to take over the canal ? It is so 

long ago that I do not know anything more than what 
the Act of Parliament says, which is, that it was a matter 
of public interest that the railn’ay company should 
make the railway to Mullingar and Longford, and should 
maintain the canal. I do not think anybody in the 
country knows much mote than that. 

12174. In a number of oases we have come across in 
England the canals were forced on the companies ?— Yes. 

12176. And I have always understood that the canal 
was forced on your company, and I thought possibly 
you would be able to enlighten us ? — It may have been 
SO in this case. There may have been pressure brought 
on the company leading to those words in the Act. 

12176. Before the preamble was passed ? — Yes. 

12177. As regards the maintenance of the canal, you are 
bound under your Act, or by your conveyance, to maintain 
it ? — Y'es. 

12178. Could you give us the clause under which you 
are bound to maintain, or could you put us on the track 
of it ?— I think so ; it is under the Act of 1846 that we 
took over the canal. X think you will find Sections 31, 
35, and 36 will give particulars of our obligations. 

12179. That \ 
the canal ? — It 


1 Act empowering you to purchase 
i conveyed to you by regular 


12180. The canal wa: 
conveyance ? — By deed. 

12181, Does that deed include the stipulations referred 
to in the Act ? — 1 think it does, to some extent ; I cannot 
say exactly what. I am sure the deed could be produced. 

12182. Perhaps you could tell us whether there was a 
standard section of your canal at that time fixed on as 
the section to be maintained ? — The engineer is coming 
about those points. 

12183. I do not know whether I should ask you or him 
the questions as to the Board of Control t — It depends 
upon what the questions are. 

12184. I should like to know if the Board of Control 
intervenes in connection with your canal without 
application from outsider, or do they periodicafiy 
iMpeot your canal ? — They have inspected the canal at 
times, but about that the engineer can tell yon a little 
more, because it is directly within bis province. 

12185. You say pt times, but it is not a periodical 
inspection ? — I would not be sure about .that ; he will 
tell you. I have not turned my attention to that, but 
■ all matters relating to the Board of Control are contained 
in the Acts of 58 George III., and our own Act of 1845, 
under which we come under the obligations. 

12186. I need not trouble you about these questions 
if Mr. O’NeOl is coming afterwards. A great deal of 
3^ur grain traffic by canal Is carried in canal boats loaded 
direct from the large ships in the river, is it not ? — That 


12187. That is the foreign grain trade ? Yes. yp, 

1218S. Y’our dock cannot accommodate that 7— No ; 7’ntfoir, 

as a matter of fact, our North Wall goods agent is here,' 
who knows all the practical matters connected with that • Canal. 

ease ^ <^°ata.et with it, and be tells me that is the i Ori~1906 

12189. Does your railway take grain by truck from 
the North Wall Station 7 — Y'es. 

12190. So that there is not much grain dealt with i 


12191. Naturally one rather wonders why the grain Grain traffic, 
trade which has to be handled in this way and is tipped 
directly out into the barge cannot compete with your 
railway rates ; can you throw any light upon that 7 A 
great deal of grain goes np by the Grand Canal, but 1 do 
not think a great deal goes up by your canal ? — There 
was 5,922 tons ; there are very small places, leaving out 
Mullingar and Longford, but it is chiefly corn that goes 
to these towns. Then again there are the North City 
Mills which are on our railway just outside Dublin and 
have a siding into their works. There is this fact to be 
borne in mind : the stations which this canal serves be- 
tween fifty and sixty miles or so of Dublin are practically 
served by the Dublin millers, and other stations on the 
line in the west are served by Sligo, Galway, and Ballina, 
and each to a certain extent has its own radius. The 
North City Milk, two miles out of Dublin, on the Liffey 
Branch, have a siding in connection with it, and they 
supply all the towns very largely indeed, and naturally 
the5’ send it by railway. They have got a aiding into 
their own works. 

12192. Y'ou think the fact that these mills have sidings 
into them gives them such an advantage for waggon 
traffic that the canal cannot in any shape or form com- 
pete ? — I do not know ; apart from that altogether, I 
question wliether the traffic would not go by railway ’as 
against the canal for the reason I mentioned a few minutes 
ago, and that is quickness of transit They want their 
stuff down quickly and they will not keep 'large stocks. 

All our goods which we send away are wanted to be 
delivered the next morning, and if we do not deliver to 
the extreme parts of the line the next morning, for which 
purpose we run our trains at night — not during the day— 
so as to utilize the time, we have very serious complaints. 

12193. You think the great facilities of the quick 
transit and the small lots by waggon override any ad- 


12194. I presume your rates by the railway, therefore, Railivay 
are vary low rates ? — Our rates are very moderate rates rates, 
ail along our line. 

12195. And that the bye-trader is not able to reduce 
the rates very much 7 — The bye-trader can do what he 
likes; he has tolls fixed at what one must assume are 
very moderate tolls, thrashed out in recent years before 
a high tribunal. The railway rates to the places with 
which he competes are on the usual basis of rates all 
over the railway. If he cannot compete it is not the 
fault of the company. 

12198. Tour rates, at any rate, are sufficiently low 
to practically keep him at bay, so to speak ?— They are 
not sufficiently low to do him any harm ; they apply 
all over the line. 

12197. (.1/r. Crosshy.) I would just like to ask one or 
two qiiestiona. TiTien goods are consigned, say, to Mul- 
lingar, have the railway company the power of deciding 
which route they are to take 7— Y’ou mean canal or rail. 

12198, Supposing I were to send a quantity of goods 
from Dublin to Mullingar without saying by which route, 

does therailway company decide the route 7 ^No; if they 

are going by canal, the railway company does not touch 
the goods at all. 

12199. But supposing I do not say which way they are 
to go 7 — It you bring them to the railway station they go 
by the railway ; there is no other way. 

122CK). Supposing I send goods to the Spencer Dook 
from England, does the railway company take hold of 
them and send them by the railway 7 — The railway 
company waits until they get the consignment note from 
the sender, and then they act according to his consignment 
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12201. Very often an English sender ■would not know 
whether there was a canal there or not ? — Ve cannot help 
that. 

12202. You take the goods in that ease ? — No ; there is 
no such traffic. Tlie traffic coining into the Spencer 
Dock by ship, are coal, rails, sleepers, practically 
big commodities, and the coal is dealt with by the coal 
merchants, and there is no such thing as general goods 
coming into the Spencer Dock to be landed there on the 

12203. Do the canal company canvass for their goods : 
do they try to get trade T — The carriers on the canal are 
the bye-traders ; the owners of the canal are the Midland 
Great Western Company, whose simple duty it is to take 
tolls from all and sundry who use it. 

12204. Do the hye-tradera caa'vass and try to get trade ? 
— I should imagine so, or how are they to get it ? I{ a 
man is in business for himself he naturally canvasses. 

12205. The railway stops competition at Mullingar ; 
is there any extra traffic along the Shannon ? Do you 
get any traffic with the Shannon ? — The canal does go to 
Longford by means of a branch. Longford is competitive, 
therefore. 

12206. Is there competition with the railway at Long- 

12207- Do you send anything from M'ullingar down or 
up the Shannon 7 — There is some traffic ; I do not know 
what it is. I have not taken oat the particulars, and it 
would be very difficult to do it as we are not the carriers. 

1^08. When the Spencer Dock was made was it not 
made for the benefit of the canal ! Was not the Act of 
George III. for the benefit of the canal ? — The Act of George 
in. authorized the canal company to build the dock ; the 
canal company and the railway companj’ by the Act of 
1848 became one concern absolutely. 

12209. WTiat was the date of the building of the Spencer 
Bock ? — In 1873 it was opened. 

12210. Although built by the canal company it really 
has become a boon to the railway company ? — It was 
built by the railway company ; I say under the old Act 
the canal company were authorized to do it, bnt bv the 
Act of 1848 the railway and the canal became one body. 

12211 . I suppose you have plenty of water in the canal 7 
— I have heard no complaint. 

12212. Are there any stoppages for want of repair 7— 
That is the engineer's evidence. 

12213. (Mr. KHliek.) Your railway company convey 

goods between DubUn and Longford, I understand ? 

Yes. 

12214. I would like to ask whether the weight of tonnage 
between these two points may be considered now to be 
an increasing or a diminishing q'uantity 7 — At Longford 7 

12215. Between Dublin and Longford 7 — By railway 7 

12216. Yes 7 — I have not the figures of the traffic be- 
tween Dublin and Longford by railway ; one cannot 
have these figures -without taking them out specially, but 
speaking generally, I am sure it has suSered like other 
stations on the line during the last two or three years cwing 
to the depressed condition Ireland has been in. 

12217. Supposing you were to compare 1898 with 1904 
or 1905, would you consider that the railway traffic be- 
tweeu those two points, merchandise traffic, has been 
diminishing 7— It has for the last three or four years. 

12218. (.Sv Francis Hopviood.) Have you in mind the 
sum of money which, has been expended from first to last 
upon this canal 7 — £335,000. 

12219. Was that not the sum expended by your 
company T — You mean on the canal itaelf .’ 

12220. Yes?— Yes. 

12221. From a return which was put into this Com- 
mission I see that the expenditure is said to have been 
£1,421,900 7 — That I do not faiow about ; it ssanimmense 

12222. What was it yon paid for the canal ? — £298,059, 
and expended since £37,352, a total of £335,266. 

12223. Assuming, as we may, that the figure given in the 
official return is the correct one, yon made on paper at 
any rate a good bargain 7 — No, seeing that the receipts 


from it do not cover working expenses. If it had cost 
£5,000,000 and you got it for £330.000 it does not follow 
that it is a good bargain. It is the earning power of 
any concern that is its value. When it became the New 
Royal Canal Company, I think I saw from the Act 
that at that time the capital was reduced to the amount 
of the debentures. The uew company was formed 
entirely of the then debenture holders and everything 
else was wiped out 

12224. It was a bod bargain in fact at £298,000 7 — 
Weil, there are the figures ; I have given them to you. 

12225. You referred in the examination by Mr. Griffith 
to the Board of Control. I wish you would tell us some- 
tliing more about the Board of Control as many of us do 
not know of what it consiste or what its function and 
duties are 7 — I could do that best by reading the clause 
in the Act of Parliament. 

12226. Cannot you summarise it ? — No, not very weD. 
The Board of Control was formed very early in the 
history of the canal, and I think its powers are contained 
in the Act of the 58th George III. They had a certain 
amount of control (I am speaking from memory now, it 
is sometime since I read it) over the then directors, the 
directors of the New Royal Canal. 

12227. This was prior to the purchase by your com- 
pany 7 — Yes, and in the Act of 1845, as I understand it, 
(bnt I think it is better for the lawyers to explain those 
things) we came under the obligations of the previous 
Acts. 

12228. I do not want to tie you to anything 7 — I only 

wanted to get some short historical statement from you f 

That is my general impression from memory, that at that 
time the Board of Control was formed and they had 
certain powers over the then directors of the New Royal 
Canal Company. 

12229. Powers which apparently still continue 7 — 
Well, to what extent I would not like to say ; that is a 
matter of interpretation of the Act of Parliament, and I 
would not like to commit myself to anything ; but the 
board exists and has certain powers 1 admit. 

12230. That is quite enough for me at present. Can 
you tell me what they are 7— The present Commissioners 
are the Board of Works, and Mr. Nooney, and there was 
a fifth, I forget who ho was. 

12231. Some nominated gentleman 7 Yes, Mr. 

NoDuey of Mullingar was one, and there was a fifth— 
ilr. Ross by name. Five is the full number. 

12232. I gather from the indecision you feel as to the 
powers of the board that they do not interfere very much 
■with the Royal Canal 7 — Well, they have inspected the 
canal and they have had numerous oorrespoudeuces at 
times about its condition. They get their returns and 
reports to which they are entitled; but, personally, I 
have not come much across them. 

12233. In addition to their control the canal company 

is subject to all the general law relating to canals 7 

Yes. 

12234. You are in fact in an exceptional position as 
I understand it ; you are not only subject to the juris- 
diction of the Board of Control but, like ell other canals, 
you are subject to the general law of the lend relating to 
canals 7 — Where the general canal laws conflict with our 
special Acts of Parliament I do not know how we would 
stand. 

12235. Still you seem to he in the unhappy position 
of having more control than most canals 7—1 can assure 
you we are in a most unhappy position. 

12236. Ton have great e^rience, I know, of trans- 
portation in Ireland 7 — I have been in Ireland twenty 
years engaged in it 

12237. You are an expert really ; do you think there 
is a future for oansds in Ireland 7—1 do not think there is. 

12238. Not either State-aided nor rate-aided 7 I do 

not ; I do not think they -will ever stand on their legs. 

12239. Do you think a well-managed railway company 
will always ^at them 7—1 think it is far more useful to 
the community ; any concern which can pay its way and 
do its work well is. Bolstered up things I have not much 
faith in. 
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12240. I am not quite sure after hearing tout evidence 
if I know how it is that any traffic goes oa your canal 
instead of on your railway ?— What the bye-traders do 
carry I suppose Aey carry at rates less than the railway • 
I presume they must live. ’ 

12241. At the non-competitive points or the com- 
petitive points ?— Over the whole; as I stated, we do not 
reduce onr rates against the canal 

12242. I was inquiring as to whether the traffic which 
did in fact go on the canal instead of on the railway only 
went to non-competitive points ?— It goes to eve^ 
station on the canal more or less ; to all points 


between Dubhn and Longford ; it goes to llavnooth. Mr 
Kilcock, Hill of Down and MuUi^ar, and it may J. Taiiou 
go m larger proportions to the other stations where the Manafer. 
railway leaves the canal. Conml. 

12^3. (Lord 5nwtfej/). Beyond ilullingar ’—Beyond j O^TToog 
Mulhngar ; Ballymahon is one of the principal places for 
waffic on the canal, of course, and that is about mid-wav 
between Mullingar and Longford, 


12244. (Sir Francis Hopvx/od.) But you are not san- 
guine as to the future of canal enterprise ’—Not in 


'I'hc Fifness withdrew. 


Jlr. William Poecbll O’Neill, called in ; and 


[Certain of the Statmente handed in hy Witness are 
printed as Appendix No. 2). 

12245. {Ckaimuin.) You are chief engineer of the 
Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland ?— I am. 

12246. And you have been so since 1894 ’—Yes. 

12247. Have you been on the engineering staff since 
1880 ? — I have. 

12248. The Dublin terminus of the Royal Canal is, as 
we have heard, the Spencer Dock ?— Yes. 

12249. What length is that ?— It is about half a mile 
long ; there are about two acres in the upper dock and 
about an acre and a half in the lower dock. 

12250. What are the measurements of the entrance 
lock ?— The entrance lock from the river Lifiey is 170 
feet long, 27 feet wide, with a maximum depth of 16 
feet 6 inches. 

^12251. Have you on the canal three graving docks ? 

Yes, we have gob two in Dublin, one in Mullingar and one 
at Tormonbarry. 

12252. Ai-e they all suitable for barge traffic ?— Yes. 

12263. I suppose they existed before the canal was 
bought by the railway company ?— Yes. 

12254. Where are the harbours ? — There are several 
harbours en route; there are harbours at North Wall, 
Clonsilla, Leixbp, Kilcock, Maynooth, Ma3rvalley, 
Thomastown. Boyne, Dock Mullingar, Coolnabay, Tene- 
lick, Abbeyshrule, Ballynacarrigy, Longford, Foigha, 
Branagan and Richmond. 

12255. What do you mean by harbours ? — They are 
places where there are widonings in the canal with a 
proper wharf built so that boats can discharge. 

12266. Have you appliances there like cranes and so on ? 
— No ; there was at one time a crane put up at BaEyna- 
carrigy, but it has been removed now because there is no 
traffic. At North Wall, the Spencer Dock, we have steam 
cranes. 

12257. But none at the other points ? — None at the 
other points. 

12268. Do the boats carry their omti davits ? No, 

they do not ; the boats are loaded by manual labour — 
barrows. 


part of the canal is on ttie twelfth level at Loixlip and the 
widest and deepest parts ate in the bog portions of the canal 
on the seventeenth level. 

12264. What is the shallowest part of the canal ? 

The shallowest part of the canal is at Coolmines at Dublin 1 
12265. Wliat is it there ’—It is 6 feet in the centre and 
3 feet at the sides. 


Mr. W. i*. 
O'Neill, 
M.Tiisf. C.E. 

Evffineer, 
Eoydl Canal. 
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1_l 66. Judging by evidence going to be given to tbe Complaints. 
Commission, there seems to be some complaint about the 
depth of tbe canal and the difficulty of navigating it on 
account of weeds ? — The depth is very good all through 
the entire length of the canal ; there is excellent water 
in it and one of the greatest difficulties we have is in 
dealing with tbe weeds. We weed the canal sometimes 
three times in the year. There is a very bad growth, 
and it is what is called the American weed that we suffer 
from most ; it grows in the bottom of tbe canal and does 
not rise to the surface. 


1^67. I suppose if there was more traffic on the canal 
there would be less weed ?— Yes. Another thing that 
adds to the growth of weeds is the purity of the water ; 
the water is so pure that there is nothing to prevent the 
weeds growing. On an English canal you see the water 
is very muddy and the weeds will refuse to grow in it. 

12268. You have a section of the canal ?— Yes. 

12269. Where is that taken ’—This is a section taken 
of the original bottom of the canal where the breach 
took place. I have the advantage of having the original 
section taken at the bottom [handing in the same). 

12270. What is the largest capacity of barge oa the Barges, 
canal ? What is the amount the largest barge can carry 
in tonnage ? — About 55 or 60 tons. 

12271. Originally was it constructed to take larger 
barges than that ’ — I do not think so ; that is the largest 
boat I can trace— one that is sixty years old on the caaaL 
The general load at present is about 45 to 50 tons. 

12272. What is the draught of this largest boat you 
have spoken of ? — 4 ft. 6 in. 

12273. What did you say was the total depth of the 
canal ? — 4 ft. 10 in. is the shallowest depth on the silL 

12274. You have ample depth therefore over the sills 
at the locks ’ — Yes. 


12269. You have some canal stores ? — Yes, we have 
canal stores at Spencer Dock, Mullingar, Ballynacarrigy, 
Branagan harbour, Abbeyshrule and Richmond harbour. 

12260. Ai-o they used ? — No. 

12261. Aro they warehouses ? — They were warehouses 
but are not used now ; there is no traffic. 

12262. Do you keep ihom up ?— We do. 

12263. WiO you describe the differences of level on the 
canal ? — The canal rises from the river Liffey to the 
twelfth level, 177 feet through twelve locks in a distance 
of 6^ miles, from the twelfth level to the long level 65 feet 
through five locks in a distance of 8J miles, from the long 
level to the summit level 71 feet through eight locks in the 
distance of 2 miles, and from the summit level it falls 
190 feet to the river Shannon through twenty-one locks 
in a distance of 45j miles. The longest level is the 
■seventeenth level, which is 20J miles, and the shortest 
level is the third, which is 9 chains. The smaUeat lock 
is 75 feet in length and 13 feet, 3J inches in width, and 
the difference between water level and the sill of the 
smallest breast gates is 4 feet 10 inches. The narrowest 


12275. Four ft. 10 in. is the depth over the sill T — Yes ; 
from taking the sections over the canal I find that the 
canal was not made to any standard section whatever. 

12276 Perhaps you could point the Commission to 
a single canal either in England, France, or Belgium 
that was f — I do not think I could but this is very extra- 
ordinary ; it varies from 19 feet 3 in. wide is some places 
to 70 ft. in other places. 

12277. Within what limits do they differ ? Y'ou have 
given us the smalleat lock : what is the size of the largest 
lock ? — It is only a difference in width ; it is 13 ft. 6 in. 
in one case and 13J ft. in the other. The locks are all 
fairly standard. 

12278. (iSir John Eorington.) They are aU uniform 
within three inches f — Yes. 

12279. (Chairman.) The main supply for the canal Water 
is from Lough Owel ? — Yes. supply. 

12280. Have you other small suppUes ? — We have two 
small supplies, one from a river at Thomastown and the 
other at Paddenstown oa the thirty-eighth level 

12281. Is the water supply good ? — Generally good. 
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Mr. IK. F. 12282. TVhat about the present time when there has 
been rather a long drought ? — We have not had to re- 
strict the depth of traffic ; I consider the water supply 
Snginttr. „od 
Royal Catxal. ® 

12283. Have you ao restrictions on the bye-traders 

I Oet. 1908- on ^e canal as to the amount of load they con carry ? — 

4 ft 6 in. is the draught and there is no restriction j they 

can go down to 4 ft. 6 in. 

1^84. You have calculated the population in each 
county within five miles of the Royal Canal ? — Yes, I 
did that to show you what a small population the canal 
serves. 

Population 122SS. Will you just state the particulars ?— The 
serve . population for five miles on each side of the Royal Canal 

in county Kildare is 11,519, in eonnty Meath 6,704, in 
Westmeath 20,869, and in Longford 22,600. Westmeath 
and Longford include the towns of Mullingar and Longford. 

12286. We have already heard that is purely an agri- 
cultural district ? — Yes. 

12287. Used the haulage of peat to be a considerable 
item on the canal ? — That was the main traffic years ago 
but since coal has come down very much in price and 
been imported to Dublin cheaply, that trade has dis- 
appeared altogether- 

12288. Prom the Royal Canal ? — Yes. 

12289. There is a considerable traffic in peat on the 
Grand Canal ? — Yes, but I was inquiring into that and 
there is a great difficult5- in getting labour on the Royal 
Canal to cut the turf, and at the same time all the good 
bogs adjoining the Royal Canal have been cut away. 

12290. Has there been a decline in the milling trade ? 
— Yes, nearly all the mills en route have ceased to work, 
and that accounts I think for grain not going down the 
canal j the mills at Tenelick, the mills at the Shaanon 
and at Richmond harbour have become eitinct. 

Conipiny as 12291. Would you tell the Commission about the es- 
c.irriere. periment which was made by the company about thirty 
years ago in beginning to act as carriers ? — Yes, about 
thirty years ago the company purchased five steamers 
three of which towed three barges each, the remainder 
beu^ provided with steam winches and capable of oairy- 
ing about thirty tons of cargo each in their holds. The 
Company traded with these steamers for a period of 
about tea years, but as they were run at a dead loss 
owing to insufficient traffic they were discontinued. 
That is all I know about them. 

12292. As regards dredging, I may tell you that to 
judge by the proofs sent in by some witnesses some 
complaint will be made as to the dredging between 
Dublin and Longford. What has the company done in 
the way of dredging ?— In the year 1896 the Company 
purchased a steam dredger similar to those used on the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal and that dredger has been 
practically all over the CMial and has improved the 
depth very considerably beyond the original section 
and 1 have beard no complaint really as to boats being 
stopped from the want of dredging. 

12293. So far as you believe are there any stopples 
on the canal ? — No stoppages. 

.Stiippagea. • 12294. From want of depth 7— Only when there has 

been a shortness of water in the canal, which has been 
very seldom. We have had to restrict the draught oa 
^ those occasions. 

-Vo. S, State' ^2295. When was your last case of shortness of water ? 
<!.enf Ivo. 1. ^ the reductions of water from 1893. 

12296. You have a good many stoppages in the year 
1893 7 — Yes, that was during the great drought. 

12297. You had one in 1894 and one in 1895 7— Yes 
they were only for short periods. ' ’ 

12298. The one in 1894 was negligcable apparently— 
only for a few hours 7 — Yes. ^ 

12299. And the one in 1895 was for how long 7 It 

was from August 20th to September 9th. 

12300. About twenty days ?— Yes. That was for 
repairs. 

12301. That was not shortness of water 7— No, that 
was a breach in the canal and that is why we had to 
stop it. 

12302. There is no tunnel on the canal ?— No ; they 
call the culverts tunnels. ’ ^ 


12303. There is no tunnel on any canal in Ireland ? 

No ; I suppose they call the culverts tunnels because 
they have not got a tunnel. 

12304. Another stoppage in 1903 was' noton account of 
shortness of water ; that was on account of a breach 7— 

12305. Then there was rather a long stoppage in 1905 ? 
— Yes, that was for water. 

12306. Prom the 23rd October to the 6th December ? 

Yes, there was great drought iu that year, 

12307. You bad a stoppage again in 1906 for the whole 
month of June practically 7 — That was not a stoppage ; 
that was a reduction only and it was only a reduction 
over a few levels. We were putting in new gates and a 
new sill at Spencer Dock and we ran off the water from 
the dock to enable us to do it-, aud we had then to lower 
the water on the first, second and third levels so as to 
prevent too much water coming into the dock. 

12308. You had to tell the traders they must not go 
beyond a certain level 7 — Yes ; I have copies of the 
notices to the tradere if you would like to have them put in 
[lianding in the same). 

12309. You have carried out some new works in the last j 
fifteen years ; how many new gates have been put in 7— 
We have put m sixty paire of new gates in the last fifteen 
years, which is a very good proportion, and the locks are 
in excellent condition at the present moment. 

12310. And the works of strengthening and repairing 

the banks and towing paths have been carried out 7 

Yes, they have been carried out from year, to year as 
necessary. 

12311. You consider the towing path is in good con- 
dition 7 — Generally speaking. In some cases you will 
hear that the towing paths have been out up by carting. 
There has been an old arangsment on the canal that 
where parties go to the bogs to fetch turf they use the 
canal banks, and they undertake to repair the damage 
they do themselves. In some places we find tliey forget 
to do it and we have piessed them very strongly. That 
is the only little roughness there is in the towi)ath aU the 
way through, that it has been cut up in some places by 
the cart wheels. 

12312. Do you think that is the only reason why a 
complMb has reached me as to the dangerous condition 
of the horseway ? — That is the only reason. 

12313. Have you no power of preventing this traffic ?— 
It is a very old arrangement ; they have been going at it 
for years, long before I was born. 

12314. fa it a right or au arrangement 7 — There fa 
nothing written about it ; it is an old arrangement I t.hini- 
I do not think we could prevent them, but at the same 
time we m^ht keep them in order. 

12313. On the whole are you prepared to say that the 
present state of repair of the oaual and its towing path 
is satisfactory 7 — As a commercial undertaking, yes. 

13316. Now, coming to the matter of the great diffi- 
culty of weeding, what do you say about that 7 Wo 

do aU that fa ijossible, and I do not think there fa much 
complaint to be made as to the weeds except at a certain 
period of the year, which is about the month of August, 
and that has been sometimes when we have had to reduce 
the level of water in the canal. Then there have been 
complaints as to the weeds ; these American weeds when 
the water gets low roU, and they sometimes roll into a 
mass which a boat may meet, and then they have to re- 
move it. 

^ 12317. Do you carry out these weedings annually ?— 

12318. From one end of the canal to the other 7— Yes. 
1^19. Could you make any estimate as to what the 
weed^ooeta you 7—1 have not made an estimate of that, 
but I know that all the floats are occupied at the weeding 
for something like three months in the year. They are 
takm off all other repairs except any urgent repair in the 
strengthening of the banks. 

1^0. You have been troubled with breaches of the 
canal 7 — ^Tes. 

1M21 . They do not seem to have been very numerous 7 
—No, they have been mostly in these bog banka. 
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12322. Perhaps you will explain to the Coramissioa 
bow you mamtwn yout canal through a bog ?— Some- 
times the canal is cut out of a bog and there is very little 
difficulty in maintenance there except that the bottom 
rises up sometimes. Then you will get a little island 
rising up and floating and a man can stand on it and cut 
it up and take it away. That is the great difficulty 
in the largo bogs. The main difficulty in the maintenance 
of canals is where tlrey are on banks through a bog. 

12323. Floated on a bog ?— Yes, that is the great 
difficulty ; the bogs are always shifting and the banks 
ate coutinually going down, and they have to be most 
carefully watched to keep them up to the level. In one 
of these eases it was quite a sudden affair; on the 38th 
level the bog bank suddenly went down. 

12324. Could you give the Commission any idea of 
file length your canal traverses bogs ? — Roughly speaking 
1 should say about one-third. 

12323. Is that a great source of expense ? It is ; it is 

ft great source of expense and it is a great source of worry. 
They have always to be watched. A great part of the 
Royal Canal is carried on banks, and some are banks of 
70 feet high. 

12326. Then I suppose, as it is floated, it is very much 
like a road rvhich goes over a bog ?— Yes, partly in the 
bog sometimes and partly out of the hog. 

12327. What is the bottom of the canal made of in 
these eases ? What is done to keep the bog from rising 
into the canal ? — Nothing in the bog cutting ; it is all 
peat bottomed and you cannot have a better bottom than 
peat. 

12328. You hand in a list of the breaches and a list 
of the stoppages, and you also hand in a list of your 
iuainten.ance e.xpenditure from 1895 to the present time ? 
— Yes, as apart from the total expenditure. 

12329. That amounts generally to over £4,000 a year ? 
— £4,500 a year roughly speaking. 

12330. In a few years it has come down a little under 
£4,000 ?— Yes. 

12331. One of the complaints is that there is a want of 
posts and rings to tie up boats to ? — I never heard of that. 

12332. Also that there is a want of berths for boats 
loading in Dublin ? — There is any amount of berths in 
Dublin. They have got all the Spencer Dock and they 
have got wharfage and berths on the first level immediately 
ID the City. 

12333. Your tolls have been reduced but there is a 
complaint that the tolls are still excessive ? — I think 
it is the great convenience of the railway ; I know from 
personal experience that the traders will prefer to pay 
more for goods going by the railway than going by the 
canal. In the first place the canal is much longer. Take 
Longford, the mileage there is nearly 91 miles by canal 
against the railway mileage of 76. 

12334. You have no great difference to Mullingar 1 

There is 52 miles from Broadstone to Mullingar against 
50 by the railway, but to Longford there is a considerable 
difference, I know a trader at the very end of the canal 
who prefers taking his stuff down by railway rather than 
•canal, although he pays more for it. 

12335. (Mr. Killick.) Your water supply is derived 
from Lough Owel, does that supply the summit level ? — 
Yes, it does. 

12336. You ought never to be dry for you have a very 
large storage there ? — We have had to resti'ict the levels 
sometimes. 

12337. (Mr. TFnldron.) Why does anybody send goods by 
canal if your rates are so moderate and the advantages are 
so great ? Why do people persist against their own interests 
in sending goods by canal? — There are certain classes 
■of stuff that can go by canal ; for instance, round timber. 

I think the reason grain does not go by canal is because 
there is no place for it to go to, there are no mills for it 
to go to, whereas on the railway there are. 

12338. Are there mills along the railway ? — There is 
the mill at the North City Millsi 

12339. That is in the City of Dublin ? — It is on the 
railway. 

12340. (Mr. OriffUTi.) Perhaps you would throw a 
little more light on the action of the Board of Control ; 


the expression " Board of Control ” implies that it looks Mr W p 
aftCT the condition of the canal ?— It does ; the Board O'Sek ' 
of Control inspects it from- time to rime. Sometimes IM.Intt.c’.E., 
have had the honour of accompanying them and some- Enginttr, 
times they have inspected it without me. Royal Canal. 


12341, "niien you say “from time to time” is that i 
at re^lar stated intervals 7—1 do not know what their 
practice is hut I know I have accompanied them from 
time to time. 


Oct. 1906. 


12342. You do not know whether those inspections Board of 
are simply the result of the applications of traders or Control, 
complaints of traders ? — I should not say so. I send in a 
formal report to the Board of Trade and also to the 
Board of Control and I daresay the Board of Control 
send down an inspector to see that my report is correct 
and that I have carried out the things ! have stated that 
I have carried out. 


12343.^ I suppose your report is somewhat like a railway 

engin ier’s report as to the maintenance of the road ? 

No, it is a detailed statement of all the works carried out 
during the quarter. 

12344, But you cannot tell me as to the procedure 
of this Board of Control, because that is really what I 
was anxious to find out ? — I know the Board of Control 
have written to us on several occasions and told us to do 
certain things, and w© have always carried them out. 

12345. The Board of Trade have inspected your canal 
at intervals ? — They have. 

12346. Could you tell us when those inspections were 
made ? — There were two inspections made ; one was 
made in 1894 and the other in 1895. 

12347. How was it that the Board of Trade came to 
intervene ? — There were complaints from traders as to 
the condition of the canal. 


12348. .4.nd those were not simply forwarded to the 
Board of Control to investigate ? — No, I believe ther- - 
were sent to the Board of Trade. Rp‘ort by 

12349. That is what puzzles me 7— There is a dual Gtiernl C. S. 
control. Hutchinson, 

12350. There is a dual control over your canal 7 — °Cnnal 

dated Board 

12351. I suppose those are published reports, Parlia- °t 
mentary papers that can be got ?— Yes. Le^irtment) 

12352. Can you give us the dates of them 7 SSepteiuber 17 

September 17th, 1894, was one. 1^4. 

12353. Who was that by 7 — General Hutchinson. , 

The second was on October 23rd. 1895. Mayor F. A. 

Afartndm, 

12354. (Chairman.) By whom was the second one 7 R.E., on the 
— Major Marindin. The Reports were made very quickly .fioyn/ Canal 
one after the other, but in the meantime my company ‘^2*^ -Board 
had taken steps to acquire this cbedging plant I have %, 
.Ir..dy.,ok„.bo«, 

12355. (Mr. Davison.) Are Tarmonbarry and Rich- 
mond the same place 7 — They are. The Royal Canal 
really goes from Dublin to Tarmonbarry ; that is to a 
place near the Camlin River ; and a short portion of it 
leading into the Shannon is under the direct control of 
the Boajd of Works. 


12356. You call that the Port of Richmond 7 Rich- 

mond Harbour. Then from Richmond Harbour through 
the river Camlin by a short out into the Shannon through 
a lock directly under the contiolof Ihe Board of Works. 

12367. In what year was the Spencer Dock built 7 

I think 1873. 


12358. Have you extended your railway since that 
year 7 — Y’es. 

12359. Ho-w far was the railway made in that year 7 
— W© have since made an extension of about 100 miles 
of Rail-way. 

12360. Quite clear of the canal 7 — Quit© clear of the 
canal, 100 miles away from it. 

12361. I nnderstand your canal is now deeper than Depth of 
your shallowest sill 7— Yes. Canal. 

12362. So that 5 feet 3 inches on the sill is the governing 
factor except for weeds 7 — Except for weeds. 

12363. And you confine the boats to a draught of 
4 feet 6 inches, which leaves 9 inches on the sill, provided 
your water supply is adequate 7 — Yes. 


C 
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12304. Could you say what your espoiiditiire on main- 
teranee is every year t— About £4,500 tor the mainten- 
’ ance. 

12365. Is that a fair average ? — A fair average. 

123QG. (Mr. Eeiitrtson.) Is the American weed the 

1 Oct. 100 C. Elodea Canadensis 1 Do you happen to know when it 
was introduced into the cwial ? — It was brought over 
when the American vessels first came into Dublin and 
was brought down by the grain boats which used to go to 
supply these mills I speak of. I forget how many rears ago 
it was. 

123G7. Do you know if it Los spread to all the canals 
in Ireland ? — Z believe it has, certainly to all the canals 
leaving Dublin, and I have only kaowledge of these. 

1236S. Is the canal ever stopped by ice ? — It has been ; 
but very very seldom in this country do we get stoppage 
by ice. , 

123C9. For what distance are there parts of the 
canal with banks 70 feet high ? — That place would 
be about half a mile long, and then again there will 
be about a mile long about oO feet high. That is 
down about the Boyne, thirty miles from Dublin. 

123i0. (Mr. Minch.) I understood you to say that 
complaints were ni.ide from time to time to the Board of 
Control ; what was the nature of these complaints with 
regard to the condition of the canal ?— I said nothing 
about complaints to the Board of Control ; I said we had 
letters from the Board of Control on several occasions 
requiring us to carry out certain works. Those works 
were always carried out. 

12371. Have complaints been made from time to time 
with regard to the condition of the canal by boatmen 
trading on the canal ? — I have never heard any complaints 
except that when I was out on mv inspection I heard 
general grumbling. You could not please the canal men. 

1237-2. What has been the nature of the general 
grumbling ! — This thing and the other thing. 

12373. I would like to hear one of the thines ?— 
Genera! grumbling. ° 

12374. I understood you to say there were several 
har^urs on the canal-way j in the event of feeding 
stu^ and artitieial manures coming down to these har- 
bours what facilities would they have for storing them 
there for the farmers ?— At some of these harboure there 
are stores. 

12375. How many harbours ore there altogether 
on the way ? — About seventeen or eighteen. 

?— There are stores 
at North Wall, at .Mullingar, at Abbevshrule, Ballyna- 
camgy, and Richmond Harbour. ' 

12377. In the event of the traders bringing down 
artificial mamires and feeding stuffs and discharging 
them at these harbours, how would they store them’ 
—There are stores there for them to be put into. 

12378. At these harbours, where there are no stores ’ 
—I do not know ; they were never there. 

12379. U traders were to bring down feeding stuffs 

h. Pl*» » .tor. 

them !— There would be no stores there. 

123SO. So they would never carrv them ’—There were 
never stores there. 

123SI. Dtej hoy. otalutely no fo, brinyin, 

merchand^ down to these harbours where there ^ no 
stoi« ’-Where there are facilities provided they do not 
avail themselves of them. 

1-23^. Could you explain the reason why they do not 
aiml thei^lves of these facilities !-I do not think the 
tramc on the canal pays them. 

123S3. For what reason ?— I do not think they can 
compete with the railways. ^ 

“ in consequence of the railway rates’ 
of general merchandise has got into the hands 

of the shopkeeping classes, and there ari no big quan^« 
goi^. As far as I can see.people like to get aSSoa- 
at a tu^and they do not care to ha« their ^ital 
l^-^ out. They prefer to store their stuff with the 
railway and to get it down a smaU bit at a ttoe ™ “ 

do they not 

' Z 1**® ^ ‘he various tow^s ’and^en 

13 bought by the bag or the half-ton. 


Complaints 


Facilities for 
storage 
Canal. 


123S0. Tliey would not buy artificial manures by the 
bag ? — They do ; that is, they retail it in small quan- 

12387. Take the case of a farmer of .50 or 100 acres 
of land ? — Tliat is a different man altogether. 

12388. Would he not require, say, a wnggon-loatl of 
artificial manure at a time ? — Yes, lie would get a waggon- 
load to the nearest station. 

12389. How much of that stuff goes by canal ’ I 

do not think very much goes by canal j the facilities on 
the railway are much better than on the canal, and the 
people can get their stuff down promptly and quickly. 
I know in this case at the Shannon they cannot depend 
upon the boats and although the railway rate is higher 
and they have to do carting with it, they prefer relying on 
the railway to the uncertainty of the boats. 

12390. You stated that the mills were nearly all dosed 
lip on. the line, and that explained the reason why no 
grain passetl down from Dublin on the canal. Hoiv 
does the grain come up from these districts to Dublin 1 
Take oats ? — It k carted into the market towns .and 
sold in small lots by the small farmers. The farmers 
along the canal, certainly down below Mullingar, are not 
very laige farmers ; some have 10, 20, and CO acres, and 
some have 100, or there may be one with 300, tut the 
general run of them are very small farmers. 

12391. When the stuff is sold in small lots to the shop- 
keeper in Mullingar or the other towns, how does he 
dispose of it ? — These farmers come into the market 
towns on market-d.ay with whatever they have to sell, 
a load of hay or oats, or whatever it is, and then they re- 
turn with whatever they buy. 

12392. Take oats grown in the district, and grain, how- 
does that go to Dublin J The small shopkeeper who buvs 
it must send it on to Dublin ? — By rail they send it. 

12393._ How do the small shopkeepers choose the rail- 
way — is it cheaper ? — I do not know really. 

12394. (Lord Brassey.) How many days should a barge 

take to navigate from Longford to Dublin Yon may 

take it at about two miles an hour. 

12395. The distance being what ?— Ninoty-one miles. 

12396. Would you put it at three or four days ?— 
Four or five days. 

^12.397. (.Va Djwsan.) Do they work at night?— 


12398. (Lord Brasaey.) How many hours would a goods 
train take from Longford to Dublin ?— La.wing at 
t.relve o'clock at night, she wo-uld be there at about three 
or four in the mornbig. 

12399. As many days by canal as hours by railway ? 

— Yes, about that. 


12400. (Sir John Doringlon.) Is there no traffic into or S!ian;oa 
^om the Shannon ? — Nothing, excejit that sometimes the 
Board of Control want to send a steamer to Dublin and 
they use the Royal Canal because there is a greater 
draught on it than on the Grand Canal I believe. 

12401. Except for the occasional passage of a steamer 
there is no purpose in the junction 'i— No ; it was used 
ycaK ago by itr. Fleming, but the traffic did not pay him 
and he gave it up. He had a steamer. 




12403. (Sir Francis Hopwood.) Do you happen to know 
whether the earners have ever in recent years endeavoured 
10 attract the traflSc by lowering their rates ?— I think it is 
a matter of bargaining altogether with them ; they enter 
mto a bar^in. The toUs are always the same on the canal, 
but there is the question of some man who will take a run 
down to one place where another feUow would not take it. 
One .eOow will charge so much and another fellow will 
eha^e more. Some of their horses on the canal arc 
wretehed ; they ate turned out to feed of nights on the 
banks of the canal, and they get nothing else to eat. 
Some of them have nothing but skin on their bones. 

12404. Nothing but weeds ’—Nothing but weeds. 

12405. In fact for one reason and another they are not 
very enteipnsmg ’-They are not ; there is only one man 
I know who keeps good horses on the canal, and that is 
because his sons look after them. " 


The Witness wilhdreic. 
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Mr. GsoKOETorcH, caUedin ; and Examined. 


12-iUG. {C'kairm/xn.) You arc tho General Manner of tke 
Grand Cunal Company ! — Yes. 

12407. Y’ou have been so for over live years ?— That 
is so. 

12408. You have experience of the working of the 
ti-.alfio for sixteen years ? — Yes. 

12409. Y'ou only propose to give evidence with respect 
to the Grand Cana! and its connections ? — The Grand 
Canal and its connections. 

12410. I suppose you represent the Company 3 — I do. 

12411. Have you carefully considered the various clauses 
of the terms of reference 1 — I have. 

12412. Wliat do you say with respect to the prospect of 
henetit from on expenditure on the works of the Grand 
Canal ? — I have come to the conclusion that any large ex- 
penditure on the works of the Grand Canal, as that under- 
taking is at present circumstanced, would be of doubtful 
expediency; it would be a waste of money. 

12413. I suppose you base that upon the present cir- 
cumstances of the canal ? — Yea. 

12414. Can you not conceive circumstances under 
which there might be a traffic develojjed upon the canal 
which would justify expenditure t — No. 

12416. Are you at all acquainted with the experience 
and the results of improving canals on the continent of 
Europe 1 — No, only from reading. 

12416. Have you read the evidence given before the 
C'ommiaaion ? — Moat of it. 

12417. What should 5'ou say as regards evidence ap- 
plicable to England ; is it applicable to Ireland also ! — No, 
there is a material difference — a voiy great difference 
indeed. 

12418. One difference, I suppose, would be that there is 
an absence in Ireland of such large centres of industry 
and commercial importance ? — That is so. 

12419. In your district you have not many such centres? 
—No, there are only a few small towns. 

12420. Docs your business lie chiefly with country 
towns ? — Th; chief business lies between Dublin and 
Limerick and traffic down to and from the River Barrow. 

12421. From Dublin to Limerick and to and from the 
River Barrow ? — That is so ; that is the chief traffic. 

12422. With respect to the smaller towns, the coimtry 
towns, on your canal, what do you say about them ! — 
Except for a few traders there is not an extensive trade ; 
some trades give a very small quantity. 

12423. They are towns with smeO populations ?— 
.Small populations. 

12424. I suppose after Limerick, Waterford is the 
l.u'gest town you ore connected with !— That is so. 

12426. All the rest are small 7 — The rest are com- 
paratively small. 

12426. And tliese are connected.not only with Dublin 
but over -sea by your canal ? — They are. 

12427. Both through W’aterford and through Dublin. 
— That is so. 

12428. And through Limerick ! — And through Limerick. 

12429. You are favourably oireumstaneed in having 
three ports ? — We have three ports. 

12430. Do you not therefore think there is a chance of 
developing a considerable traffic to the districts in Ireland 
which YOU pa-ss through one or other of these ports ? — 
I cannot see it at present. 

12431. How far is Limerick from Dublin by canal '! — 
131 miles. 

124-32. And Waterford ? — 127 miles. 

12433. Is there sea competition at both places ? — At 
both places. 

12434. Arc both served by railways which compete 
with the canal ’—Two railways each. I 

12435. Which railways are those ? — To Waterford 
the Great Southern and Western and the Dublin, Wicklow 
and Wexford, and to Limerick the Midland Great Western 
and the Great Southern and Woatern. 

336-11. 


12430. Is the amount of trade between these ports and dfr. Q, Tough, 
the interior in your opinion not very extensive ? — Not Marf^er, 
very extensive. Orana Canal, 

12437. What does it consist of ? — It consists from j 1906. 
Limerick up the Shannon for a certain distance of general — 

merchandise, and from Waterford it consists of general 
merchandise and coal up to, say, about fifty miles above 
Waterford. 

12438. Is it chiefly from the seaport inland or is there 
much from the inland towns to the seaports 7 — The 
traffic from the inland towns to either Waterford or 
• Limerick is trifling. 

12439- But there is more traffic from the inland towns 
to Dublin '! — There is. 

12440. Still the traffic from Dublin to the interior is 
considerably larger than that from the interior to Dublin 7 
-Yes. 

12441. You have a large trade, for instance, in porter 
from Dublin ? — Y’es. 

12442. That is your largest business ? — Porter is our 
l.irgest business. 

12443. Y’our company are carriers ? — 'We arc. 

12444. Are there numerous other carriers ? — There are 
fifty-two bye-traders trading on the canal with seventy- 
three boats. 

12445. Arc those seventy-three boats all of them 
available for anybody's traffic or are some of them owned 
by people who only use them for their own business 1 — 

There are three or four who use them solely for their own 
business. 

12446. The bulk of them are regular carriers ? — 

Regular carriers open to take an3dhing their boats can 
carry. 

12447. With respect to your own business carrying upon Agreement, 
the canal, is it true that there is an understanding between 
you and the Great Southern and Western Railway Com- 
pany ? — Oh yes, wc have an agreement as regards rates 
and Certain traffics. 

12448. I suppose you are in a eonforenee ? — It is a sort 
of conference we have, and we obey the regulations. 

12449. What is the nature of the agreement 5 — The 
agreement is diis, that so fur as rates are concerned we came 
to an arrangement that we would not reduce rates wi.h- 
out letting each other know, or without consulting each 
other ; and then with regard to other traffic we hive a 
traffic arrangement that was forced upon us after the war 
of freights which lasted about four or five years up till 
1900. The rates were so low that we found we ware 
working some traffic at 100 per cent, cost so that there 
was nothing in it. We went to the Great Southern and 
Western and a-sked them what they would give us if we 
lianded that traffic over. 

12450. Which traffic 7 — The traffic which cost us 100 
per cent, or nearly that to work it ; we asked them if 
we let that traffic go to them what they would give us. 

12451. What was the nature of that traffic ?— Chiefly 
coal and some traffic to stations which were not on our 
system at all, seven miles from the canal, whi-h we 
entered as a protest ag.ainst their reducing our rates. 

12452. The one aide of the agreement was that you 
surrendered the business you were doing in carrying coal 
to tbe railway company, and you agreed not to lower 
your rates without first consulting the railway company ; 

I want to know what you got in return for that 7— We 
get a certain percentage of the receipts. 

12453. Y'ou get a certain proportion of the receipts of 
the railway company upon coal only, or is it on any 
other goods as well 7 — On other goods as well. 

12454. Is the agreement in writing 7 — There is no agree- 
ment ; it is only an understanding. There is no proper 
signed agreement. 

12465. Didyousaythatwaadatedl900 ? — lOOOIthink. 

12456. The war of rates went on until 1900 ? — Yes, 
from the end of 1894 till 1900. 

12457. Can you toll us, or do your accounts show, what 
the railway oompany or companies handed over to you 
in respect of their percentage 7 — It runs from a little over 
£4,009 a year. 

C2 
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Mr. G. Ton^h. 124.iS. Ho-vr does that appear in youi accounts ?— As 
y Manngrr, freights received. 

Oravd Cnnn/. 10459. Does it go in with the other freights received ? 

I Orf.Tcon. '*”■ " “f"*" >““■ 

12460. And cannot be distinguished ? — It cannot be 

distinguished. There seems, however, to he in the minds 
of a certain section of the public the ides that they are 
suffering greatly on account of that agreement, but that is 
not so : the agreement was based upon the rates that were 
reduced owing to the war and there has not been a single 
rate increased since, so that the public ns far as that is 
concerned are exactly in the same position as they were in 
before that agreement was entered into. 

Kales. 12461. Do you mean to say that in all respects the pub- 

lic are paying the same rates that they paid at the height 
of the war ? — They are. 

12462. The war brought down the rates both as respects 
the railway and as respects the canal ? — Yes, that is so. 

12463. And the rates which existed when the agreement 
was made have not been raised since 1 — They have not ; 
in fact the railway rates which govern ours were stereo- 
typed by their Amalgamation Act, and they could not 
raise them. They went to the Railway Commission in 
1902 to try to get the rates to canal stations increased ; 
they did not succeed but they were told they might have 
succeeded if their case had not been so loosely put before 
the Commissioners. 

12464. Do the bye-traders carry at lower rates than you ? 
— Yes, they do. 

12463. And to that extent there is competition ? — There 
is competition certainly. 

12466. IVhen you say that the public have lost nothing, 
there is nt all events no competition between you and the 
railway company now ? — Well, we ate trying to get all 
the traffic we can that pays us ; we do not want coaL 
12467. You have deliberately given up coal ? — We 
take it if it pays us. 

Boats. 1246S. What are the largest boats that work on your 

canal ? — The company's own boats carry 40 tons ; the 
majority of the bye-traders’ boats carry 50, and one or 
two carry about 52 or 54. 

12469. They are not excluded from canying coal ? — 
Ob no. 

12470. Do they carry coal asamatterof fact ?— They do. 
12471. Do they carry at lower rates than the railway ? 

• — Much. 

12472. Could you tell me what amount of coal travels 
on your canal in bye-traders’ boats in competition with 
the railway ?— -I could not ; I have not that amount here. 

12473. Could you. obtain that information ? — I could. 
Might I say here that that arrangement which we have 
with the railway docs not apply to bye-traders' traffic at 
all ; it only applies to traffic which we used to carry by 
our own boats. 

12474. If the bye-traders who have to pay you tells 
can carry coal profitably in their boats why 'should not 
you — We have always tried to keep out coal because 
one of our chief traffics is malt for the breweries in Dublin 
and it is a very delicate commodity, so that when coal gets 
into a boat we cannot put malt into it immediately 
afterwards. 

Cool traffic. 12475. You have not thought of really developing the 
coal traffic with boats of adequate size’? — We do carry 
coal when it suits us, but if we can get anything more 
paying we take that. 

12470. I understood that you had surrendered the whole 
of your coal business to the railway company ? — Xot at 
all — not the whole ; if it suits us and if we have the boats 
lying idle down in the river and a cargo offers we take the 
coal. If we have to clear a steamer sometimes in a short 
time we send our own boats. 

12477. You stated quite clearly a little while ago that 
you surrendered the coal traffic, that it was part (S vour 
agreement with the railway company that yon ceased to 
earn- coal and gave it to the railway company ? Yo. 

12478. Then your answer was a little mialeading T— It 
must have been. 

12479. Can you explain it more exactly now ?— We 
gave up certain traffic including coal, but not all of it ; 


if it suits us to take coal we take it as wo take an3-tbiiig 
else, but if it does not suit us wc let it go to the railway. 

12480. Then I do not quite understand the percentage 
the railway pay you ? — Before the agreement was entered 
into each’ company took a standard of three years' 
traffic and made that the standard traffic ; if the Great 
Southern and Western Company’s traffic exceeded that 
standard, say, by £1,000 and the Grand Canal Company's 
traffic for the half year was lower by £1,000, then the 
Grand Canal Company got 40 per cent, of the Great 
Southern and Western increase. That was instead of 
losing money on working expenditure ; some of that 
coal traffic cost us nearly 100 per cent, to work. 

12481. (Si'r John Doringtem.) That is to say you do 
not canvass to get coal ? — No. 

12482. Y'ou gave up canvassing ? — We gave up can- 
vassing for everything after that agreement, in this waj% 
that we did not expend money on canvassers ; we did 
not send out special canvassers. Of course, out agents 
at all the stations ate canvassing as usual, hut we do not 
DOW send out men specially to canvass. 

12483. Really it was in consideration of your ceasing 
to canvass for the traffic that they gave you this per- 
centage ? — It amounts to that. 

12484. {Chairman.) Looking at this arrangement from Couipelilioo, 
the point of view of the public, so far as the Great 
Southern and Western Railway are concerned the Grand 
Canal Company are no longer competitors ? — Tliey are 
not competing in the same sense, but the public are no 
worse off. 

12485. I know your view upon tliat, hut that is for the 
Commission to judge of. You have already stated your 
view that the public aro no worse off ; if you like to ex- 
pand that, do ? — There is another thing I should like to 
remark, that we would eventually have had to give up 
that trade altogether in any case because we could not 
continue to work it at over 100 per cent, expenses. 

12486. How do the bye-traders who have to pay >-ou 
tolls manage ? — They do not work day and night ; they 
only work by day, and we work day and night. 

12487. That would be an advantage to you ? — We 
have to keep up an expensive stud of horses and thej' 

12488. Taking the other railways you have mentioned, 
there is the Dublin, Wicklow and 'Wexford Railway to 
"Waterford; have you any arrangement with them ?— 

No arrangement whatever. 

12489. Do you compete with them ? — We do slightly 
to Waterford, 

12490. Do you canvass against them ! — We do if we 
can get it, but with regard to the chief traffic they have 
entered into agi'eements for long periods. 

12491. With the Great Southern and Western — No, 
with the traders in Waterford for two or three j-ears ; 
they only opened last year. 

12492. Was it not open to you to go into agreements 
in the same way ? — We tried to, but the Dublin, Wicklow 
and Wexford unfortunately broke off all the negotiations 
afterwards. 

12493. You tried to make an agreement with the 
Dublin. Wicklow and Wexford Railway Company ? — Yes- 
12494. "What I meant was this : they have made cer- 
tain contracts with traders and business people in Water- 
ford ; was it not open to you to have canvassed against 
them and to have obtained contracts ? — It was, but at 
the time we thought we were all going to play the same- 
game and to play level; instead of that the Dublin, 

Wicklow and Wexford Company went behind the backs 
of the other three companies and secured it after promis- 
ing to agree to the arrangement. 

12495. With respect to the traffic to Limerick, there- 
also you said you have the Midland Great Western Rail- 
way of Ireland as a competitor for traffic with you : have 
you any arrangement with them ? — Not for Limerick. 

12496. Do you canvass against them 1 — We do, for 
everything we <^an get against them. Our chief traffic ter 
Li m erick, in fact almost the sole traffic to Limerick, is- 
porter, and it goes by our route. 

12497. Do you compete at any other point besides 
Limerick with the Midland Great Western Railway ? — 
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We do, at fire other places, Carriok-on-Shannon, Atklonc, 
Edenderry, Kilbeggao and Ballinasloe. 

12498. Have you any arrangement with them with 
respect to these places ? — We have an arrangement 
about rates ; our rates are fixed at a certain percentage 
under the Midland Great Western. 

12499. Ten per cent. ? — Not so much as that in the 
lower classes. 

12500. Less than 10 per cent. ? — It ranges from S to 10 
per cent. 

12501. So that there again you aa a caiT3nng company 
are not competitive with the Midland Great Western 
except to the extent of that small percentage ? — ■•That 
is ell. 

12502. When you trade with Limerick your boats have 
to pass over part of the Shannon Navigation 5 — They 
have— fifty-two miles. 

12503. What tolls do they charge you ? — All they can. 

12504. Do you mean they charge you the maximum 
tolls allowed by Parliament ? — They charge the maximum 
tolls. 

12605. Have you not been able to make any better 
arrangement 1 — No. 

12500. That is under the control of the Board of 
Works ? — Yes. We have repeatedly asked them to 
make some reduction simply because we had to lower 
our rate on porwr, and the result is that we are losing 
about £1,200 a year upon our share. The Board of 
Works still maintain their high tolls ; they ought to 
share in the reduction. 

12507. You mean that £1,200 a year which might go 
to you goes to the railway ?— No, that was a reduction 
in the rate as the result of the war ; it used to be 12s. 
from Dublin to Limerick and now it is only 10s. Od. 

12508. You say you lose £1,200 a year ; how do you 
lose that ? — In the diSerence of the rate — 12s. formerly 
as against lOs. 6d. now ; that is Is. fid. a ton we have lost. 

12509. Because the rates are so high on the Shannon 
you are obliged to keep your rates low in order to get the 
traffic at all ? — That is the reason. 

12510. Have you any difficulty in getting your boats 
right dovvn to Limerick into the harbour ? — Into Limerick 
Harbour proper, do you moan ? 

12611. Yea ? — There are two harbours, one of which 
is the Cana! Harbour, but into the Port of Limerick we 
have some difficulty in getting down. 

12612. Is it of importance to your traffic to get to the 
Port of Limerick in order to load and unload with ships 
going oversea ? — Certainly, because timber and everj-- 
thing else coming dovTi from the country has to be 
discharged at the Canal Harbour and carted across the 
city. 

12513. And that is a very large expense ? — Is. fid. a 
ton it coats. 

12514. How far is it from the Canal Harljour to the 
other harbour— to the port ? — It would depend upon 
where the vessel is lying, but taking the average, nearl5’ 

12515. If by means of engineering works an effective 
connection were made between the Shannon Navigation 
and the port, it would be a great advantage to the traders 
on the Shannon ? — It certainly would be an advantage. 

12516. You yourselves included ? — Ourselves included- 

12517. It is only on certain tides you are able to get 
through at all ?— Only on certain tides and at certain 
states of the water ; if the water is high there is one 
particular bridge which prevents the boats coming down 
as it is too low. 

12518. If the water is low you cannot go down either ? 
—No. 

12519. So you have just to take the opportunity 
hetween the two extremes ? — Yes ; we rarely go down 
now as the traffic is not worth it. 

12520. With regard to the other traffic on the Shannon, 
does it rarely go past Into the Pott of Limerick or from 
the Port of Limerick into the Shannon 1 — Rarely ; the 
only traffic that our boats would go down ^"ith would be 
heavy timber going across Channel 


12521. -Are you also inconvenienced by the narrow, 
locks or do they suit your boats at the lower part of the 
Shannon near Killaloe ? — They are big enough for our ' 
boats; they are larger than our own locks. 

1232-2. They therefore suit also the bye-traders on 
your canal ?— Ye?. 

125-23. How m-ich of this traffic in porter have you to 
Limerick t In what sort of lots is it carried ?— Lot? of 
boat-loads, about 400 barrets : that seoms to be suitable. 
A boat-load U exactly 40 tons. 

12524. What is yo-ar view as to improving the capacity 
of the canal ? Would there be any advantage for the 
porter traffic ? — I do not think so ; I do not think it would 
increase the consumption, 

12525. What does the whole of the porter traffic on 
your canal amount to 2 — Close on 40,000 tons. 

125'20. That includes the Limerick traffic ?— That 
includes the Limerick porter. 

12527. Is the other porter traffic carried in smaller 
consignments, for the convenience of customers ? — Yes, to 
other towns, rangina from 30 tons to 2 cwts. 

12528. Then as to traffic into Dublin from inland, is 
the principal commodity malt ? — Yes. 

12529. Is there a very large amount of barley grown 
in the part of Ireland with which your canal connects ? — 
Certain places in the Barrow district and Queen's Countv. 

125.30. How many tons of malt did you c.arry last 
year ? — Between 20,00') and 30,000. 

12531. Do you think that would be carried more pro- 
fitably if there was a larger canal and larger locks and 
gates ?— It might be. 

12532. Y'ou would have just the same expense with 
boats, the same number of men employed ? — Yes, but 
whether it would suit the brewery people here to accept 
it in larger quantities than 500 barrels, or ivhether tlic 
makings in the country are so constructed that they can 
only put out 500, I cannot say, but we might be able to 
work larger quaulities at the same expense. 

12533. In what sort of lots is malt received at Messrs. 
Guinness’s brewery ? — In lots of 500 barrels at a time. 

12534. Does that weigh about 37J tons ? — Yes. 

12535. That is almost a boat-load? — Almost a boat- 
load. 

12536. On the banks of the Grand Canal you are not 
fortunate in having much agriculture ? — No, there is 
very little. 

12537. Do you pass through large tracts of bos ? — 
Large tracts. 

I2S58. Taking the canal as a whole can you say ho'.v 
much of tlie canal passes through bog ?— Close on seventy 
miles. 

12539. Out of a total mileage of what ? — 165. 

12.540. There are small patches of reclaimed bog whicli 
are oultivated ? — Yes, here and there through the Bog of 
Alien. 

12541. M'hat do they grow on these ? — Barley and 
oats in very small quantities, 

12542. From these bog districts do you have much 
traffic in turf and che products of peat ? — Wo ha\-e, 
chiefly turf. 

12543. Is much repair needed to your canal in these 
bogs ? — Yes, there is more repair wanted in the bogs. 

12544, Is it mainly repairs to banks or is it mainly 
from ttie bottom of the canal coming in In one part, 
the worst part, the Bog of Allen, we run steamers, and the 
wash of the propellers washes underneath the banks and 
they have to be lined with clay. 

12545. Have you told me how many boats you o??'n ? 
— We have always about seventy-two working. 

12546. How many steamboats ? — We have five work- 
ing on the Shannon and four working on the high level ; 
we have two tugs besides. 

12547. Do yon use a different class of tug on the 
Shannon ? — Yes. 

12548. A larger boat ? — Yes, a larger boat. 

12549. Are thase included in the seventy-two you Jiave 
just given me ? — No. 


3[r. G. Toug's, 
Ma'iager. 
Grand Oano\ 
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Mr. G. Tong'i, 12oo0. They are additloQal ? — They are additional. 
Grand'oaa'a!. seventy-t»o are dumb barges ’—Yes. 

- course we have other spare barges which take the place 

1 Oct. 1000 tlicse when they require repairs. 

12532. Have the farmers more than one market for 
their barley ? — No, I think they are mostly conlined 
to one market, that is the maltings. 

Oarriage_of 12oS3. And supposing there is a bad harvest and the 
agri_cultural barley does not come up to the standard of the brewers, 
produce. then they are not able to dispose of their malt ?— No, 
in that case they have to soil it as what is called second- 
class Imrlcy. 

12334. And if they cannot sell it as second class barley 
they grind it up for feeding purposes ? — That is so. 

12oo3. There is not much deniand for second class 
barley in Dublin ?— It is limited. 

1255t5. If they cannot grow barley profitably are there 
no other crops they can grow — Tliey could grow oats. 

12357. Do you carry much oats ? — Not from the barley 
districts, but further down — down the Barrow \vc do. 

1233S. Do you also cany manure out from Dublin and 
other towns ? — Yes. 

12359. To a large extent J — To a laige extent, that is 
artificial manures. 

123(30. Not town manure J — No, that is carried by the 
bye-traders in large quantities. 

12561. Do the bye-traders on your canal carry much 
town manure ’ — They do. 

12562. Are there any other nants of the agriculturisls 
on your great system ofcanal which you or the bye-traders 
supply, which you carry out from Dublin or other ports, 
or carry in ’ — The only thing that either the company 
or byc-lraders carry out is artificial manure, street manure 
and stable or dairy manui'e. That is all we earrj- out. 

12363. Then feeding stuffs ? — In the feeding time wc 
carry out Indian com and feeding cake and all feeding 
stuffs such as bran, etc. 

12564. I see you say in youc proof that other heavy 
eonimodities that you carry are grain and coal, You have 
already explained to us that you carry very little coal, 
bat do you carry much grain ? — We do ; v\ e carry a large 
iinantity of grain, that is wheat, chiefly inland, going from 
Dublin to the mills in the country. 

12363. That is to the millers ? — Yes. 

12566. Is the milling trade going on much as it did 
ujron your canal ? We have heard that on the Roval 
Canal it has gone down very much ? — There is a decided 
i-nprovement on the Grand Canal as compared with, say, 
ten years ago. 

12567. Of rough timber you also carry a good deal ?— 
We do. 

12568. Besides rough timber and coal what is the largest 

■cunimodity carried by the bye-traders’ boats J Turf 

/or fuel. 

12569. Is that a diminishing trade or is it going on ?— 
It has been practically starionaiy for a number of rears 
Ijast. 

12570. How many tons are carried annuallv ’—About 
11,000 tons every year. 

125<I. Do j*ou think it would be any advantage from 
the point of view of that traffic to enlarge and deepen the 
canal ? — Not for the general community. 

12572. not ?— I do not believe that the poor 

people in Dublin would get any better value for their 
money— I do not believe they would get an extra sod of 
turf for their penny, and I do not believe the producers in 
the bog would get sixpence a ton more. 

12373. Do you not think that peat could be brought 
in large quantities more economically than in small V— 
Yea, but the peat is bought in boat loads. Of couree it 
■would be an advantage to the turf dealers, there is no 
doubt, because they could put a few more tons into the 
boat. 

123 <4. Do not the turf dealers compete with eachothe;', 
and would not the public get the benefit ’—They arc 
placed in different parwof the citv, and there is practically 
no competition between them so far as I know, in fact 
there is the story that it is on the other side altogether. 


12575. [Mr. Vivian.) Does that mean that they are 
agreed as to prices ? — Yes. 

12576. [Chairman.) Do you not think the public in time 
would got the benefit supposing turf were carried cheaper, 

just as they get the benefit if coal is carried cheaper ? 

They might, but I doubt it. 

12577. That is your opinion ? — That is my opinion. 

12373. With respect to lengthening the locks so as to Imnror 
accommodate larger boats, you are referring, I have no meats. * 
doubt, in your proof to the evidence given in England ; 
what is your opinion about that ? Would that be worth 
while ? — I do not know— not lengthening out to eighty ■ 

feet. 

12379. You think it would cost a great deal to make, * 

and there would not be a sufficient return, according to j 

your opinion ? — That is so. 

12580. You do not think it would make a great differ- ' 

e.nce if the canal were in the hands of people who were 
determined to make an effective competition with the ^ 

railway ? — From the public point of view ? ! 

12581. We will suppose that the canals were in public i 

hands, or that they were in the hands of a body whose ^ 

great object was that the agriculturists of Ireland should | 

get what they wanted much cheaper, and that they 
should be able to send, and that the Dublin people and 
l«ople at the ports should be able to get, their peat, or 
whatever else they want, much cheaper, do you still 
think that in that case it would not be romunorative 
to enlarge the locks and deepen the canal ?— I stiU think 
so, the expense would be too much. 

12582. One point I see you lay stress upon is the 
stretches of bog ; you think that a great difficulty ? 

12583. That is the great obstacle to the onlatgomeut 
of the canal ? — Yes, espociafly in one port. 

12384. What is the minimum depth of your canal ? 

It is very difficult to say in a year like this ; it is down ! 

to about 3 feet 6 inches, I think. 


125S5. You have uot the same depth as on the Royal 
L’aual ? — Oh no. 


12586. Used there not to be a depth of tliat kind all 
through the Grand Canal ? — Not that I am aware of. 


12387. Some of the complaints which are going to be 
made to the Commission are with respect to the canal not 
being thoroughly dredged, and that the boats have diffi- 
culty in passing ; what have you to say about that ? 

We have two steam dredgers working constantly in the 
summer time all over the canal where there are any shoals. 
It is to our own interest to keep the canal dear. 

12588. I see by the Return of 1898 that the Grand 
Canai has paid dividends ? — Yes. 


1S9S Retuts. ; 


12589. Has that gone on ? I see in 1898 you were 
paying on your ordinary stock a dividend of 4 per cent. ? 
— ^Yes. 


12390. Are you still doing that ? — We are. 

12591. And you are stiU paying your preferential 3 per 
cent. ?— Tes. 

12592. Do you think that a comparatively prosperous Dredein" 
canal company like you are could not keep their canal ^ 
rather more dredged so as to obviate complaints such as 

are going to be made by the traders on the canal to us ? 

I do not see that the traders have any cause for complaint, 
except in dry weather, when we have all reason to complain. 

Imt m the winter time I cannot see that they have any 
cause for complaint at all. Instead of want of wato 
we have too much of it. 


12593. One thing they ask is that the canal should 
T» dredged to a uniform depth of 4 feet 6 inches ; what 
do you say to that ? — That would be a very costly business. 


12594. Do you not think the benefit would warrant the 
expenditure ?— I do not think so ; it might enable them to 
carry two or three tons more, but that would be all 
12595. What did you say the depth was— 3 feet some- 
th^ ?— Just now, but this is an exceptional year ; the 
ordinary depth is 4 feet 3 inches. 


12596. (.Tfr. Killkle.) Was it 4 feet 3 inches or 4 feet 6 
inches ? — 4 feet 3 inohee. 


12597. [Chairman.) The traders ask for a uniform depth 
of 4 feet 6 mches ; do you moan that the difference of 


Printe(d image digitiseeJ by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


23 




Complaints. 


WstPr 
"Pply atop 


3 inches would only moan three or four tons more ? 

It might mean four or five tone more. 

12398. As a matter of faot for how many months to- 
gether in the year have you a depth of 4 feet 3 inches, 
in the canal ? — It is so very variable that I could not say ; 
you may say that all the winter months we ha%’e plenty 
of water. 

12599. In the last return the depth is returned at 

4 feet 6 inches, was that not the depth at which the canal 
used to be ? — Tho oanal, not tlie sills, some parts of it j I 
understand what the traders complain about is that it is 
not uniform all through. There is no doubt there aro 
several parts of it which have silted up— long stretches 
of it. 

12000. I see in your Return of 1898 you return a 
depth over tho sills of 5 feet 6 inches throughout ? — 
That must be wrong ; that is a winter level. 

12601. Tliis is your Return to tho Board of Trade ? — 
That is right for tho winter level. 

12802. The draught of tho boats is returned os 4 feet 
6 inches, and now you tell us the depth of the canal at 
present at the best is never more than 4 feet 3 inches 1 — 
4 feet 3 inches. 

12603. And at the present moment it is three feet 
something ? —It is three feet eight j it is varying every 
day just now. 

12604. That obliges the boats to run partly empty 1 — 
Yea. 

12805. One complaint the traders are going to make to 
us is that they receive notice that they are only to load 
with certain reduced loads ? — Yes. 

12606. Is that the case at present ? — It is the case nt 
present ; this is an exceptional year. 

12607. Considering all that, would not an increased 
depth be a great advantage, to the bye-traders, at all 
events ? — It would ; there is no doubt it would be an 
advantage. 

12608. Could not that be obtained by dredging ? — 
That could in some districts, not in the bog districts ; 
it would not be safe to work a grab dredger in the bog 
districts, as it might send the bottom out of the canal 
altogether. 

12609. Which districts are you speaking of as the bog 
districts — between what points ? — Between Lowtown and 
Ballycommon, especially about Bdenderry. 

12610. Tliose are the worst parts ? — Yes. 

12611. Is it chiefly on the main line that the bogs are ? 
—Yes, chiefly on the main line. 

12612. How about the line which goes south to the 
Barrow ?— There are a few miles of bog there too. 

12613. Would there be any difficulty in dredging that T 
— Some parts of it ; it is a very treacherous bog. 

12614. How are you off for water supply ? — We have 
generally plenty, except in a very dry summer. 

12615. Could you give us any particulars as to the num- 
ber of times the canal has been stopped for want of water t 
— No, we have never been stopped for want of water. In 
1894 or 1893 we had to reduce the tonnage, but since then it 
has been only reduced by one, two, or three tons. In 
those older days we had to reduce the tonnage by fifteen 

12616. (Hr. Minch.) One or two tons ? — What is the 
maximumcargo 7 — Forty tons. 

12617. .And you say the reduction means one or two 
tons on a maximum of forty 7 — Yes, but on some boats 
it would be more on tho bye-traders’ bouts ; they carry 
forty-eight and fifty tons, and there would be a similar 
reduction tliere. 

12618. (Chairman.) A greater reduction ? — Probably 
a greater reduction. 

12619. So that when the depth of water is inadequate 
the bye-traders are more severely hit than you are 7 — I do 
not know ; they are reduced to the same tonnage. 

12620. They are reduced from a greater tonnage to the 
same ! — Not to the same ; their boats are more bulky, 
but they do not draw so much water. 

12521. Besides the two steam dredg«s you have a hand 
dredger at work 7 — We have one and sometimes two. 


12022. .Arc these working all the year round, or do the J/r. <?. Toi g'S, 
steam dredgers only work during the summer months 7 — .ilanog-r. 
— The steam dredgers only work during the summer I?rani Cana!. 

months ; the hand dredser works constantly all the vear 

round. ’ 1 Ocl. 1906. 

12623. With regard to the River Barrow, it will be urged fliver 
before this Commission, I know, that it should be deepened Bariow. 

80 as to be of a uniform depth of 4 feet 6 inches all the year 
round ? — I do not believe it was ever 4 feet 6 inches 
all the year round ; to get that depth there would have 
to be a great deal of blasting and dredging don?. 

12024. But there again, are there some locks on the 
Barrow Navigation ? — Oh ye«. 

12C25. Those locks have all got five feet six inches over 
the sill, have they not ? — That is winter level — yes j 
they h.ave more sometimes. 

12626. Have you the Return of 1898 before you 7 — I 1898 Reiunu 
have not. [T/ie S.turn to the Board of Trade of 1898 teas 
laidbeforethe IFi'fftess.] 

12627. I see the locks are smaller on the River Barrow 
in some cases ? — More shallow. 

1628. There is less water over the sill ? — Yes; they are 
the same lengtti and breadth, and ia one case longer. 

12629. Another suggestion is that the men ought to 
attend to the locks 7— We cannot afford to provide men 
to attend solely to the locks ; they must do something else. 

12630. What else do they do-7 — They look after the 
banks for a certain distance between their locks and the 
next, and they look after drains in some cases. 

12031. There was some complaint about the tolls ; qiyj], 
they -were revised, as we know, in 1804 ; do you charge 
the maximum toll 7 — In no case ; in fact, for sand, which 
is by far the largest tonnage carried by the bye-traders, 
the toll is Is. 6d,, and we only charge 6d. — exactly one- 
third. 

12632. It is suggested that the dry docks want re- 
pairing ; what have you to say about that ? — One dry 
dock we had to close up at TuUamore simply because it 
was not used ; there is another one near Sallins, but even 
although we repaired it to-morrow I do not believe we 
would get 6d. revenue. 

12633. Are there sufficient docks available for the 
repairs of boats ? — Yes, there are two docks here in 
Dublin, Portobello. 

12634. Where else are there docks 7— Tiiev can get 
into docks at Shannon Harbour if they want to. 

12635. Those are not your docks 7 — Yes, anything 
pressing could get in there ; and even in our own docks 
at James Street Harbour any pressing thing we allow them 
to come in there for. 

12636. Wliat are your dock dues 7 .Are they reason- 
able 7 — Very reasonable. 

12637. With respect to the Barrow Navigation, are 
you troubled with a tendency to silt up 7 — Yes, very 
much with floods. 

12638. Is that an increasing difficulty 7 — Yes. 

12639. The water is too high in winter and too low in 
summer 7 — That is so. 

12640. And to trade upon it is not very profitable ? — 

Not from the lower part ; from a place called Bagenals- 
town, where there is a considerable trade to Dublin, 
it pays well enough, but from Waterford upwards it does 
not pay. 

12641. From Bagenalstown to Dublin you do a profit- 
able trade 7 — We do. 

12642. But between Bagenalstown and Waterford the 
trade is not profitable ? — It is not profitable ; we can only 
get loading one way. 

12643. Are many complaints made by traders in 
Waterford about boats not being supplied, especially for 
coal ? — Yes, almost every' week. 

126-44. That is the traffic that you have been obligeil 
to allow to go to the railway ?— That is one of the traffics. 

12645. -Are there any improvements you could sugges'. improve- 
at Waterford 7 — There is something about some islands 7 meiitsac 
— That is in the River Suir; there are a great many W aitriord. 
islands there and along the Barrow, and further down 
in the lower reaches there would require to be a great deal 
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Jfr. G. T^ugh, of blasting done. We did some blasting bere about soma 
j Maniiger, five years ago. 

I " 12646. Is that below Waterford ?— No, at ft place called 

i 1 Oct. 1900. Graigue-na-managh. 

12647. Is that between New Ross and Waterford ? 

' —Above New Ross. 

I 12648. There is another point on which I must ask 

I you ; would it be an advantage to the (Jrand Canal to be 

linked up with any other canal ?— It might be ; I have 
not considered that very much- 

12649. There is a question whether if the Ballinamore 
ci)mmTinii-a- Ballyconneli Canal were made navigable and there 
tioD. through communication in that way between 

Limerick and Belfast, that would not benefit the canal 
system of Ireland. Do you think that would have any 
edect on the Grand Camil S — No, it would not affect file 
Grand Canal, but it would certainly be some benefit. 

12650. You have a good deal of traffic on your main 
line by the River Shannon to limerick and other places, 
have you not ? — There is a small traffic, not much. 

126ol. Have you any traffic up the Shannon from 
Shannon Harbour ? — Yes, up to Carrick-on-Shannon ; 
that all comes from Dublin and some from Limerick. 

12652. That carries you to the very point, dose to the 
point where the Ballinamore and Ballyconneli Canal 
would begin ? — No, it onlv goes within a few miles of 
' that. 

12653. Have your directors, or have you, considered 
1 whether it would be of much benefit to link up the Shan- 

non with the Ulster Cana! ? — 1 do not think it has been 
! , considered by the Board. 

12654. You cross the River Shannon ; have you much 
traffic to Ballinasloe ? — We have considerable' traffic to 
Ballinasloe. 


12655. ould it be any advantage if Ballinasloe were 
linked up ? It is not very far from Ballinasloe to Gal- 
way ?— It might benefit the people of Galway. 

12636. Would it bring traffic on to the Grand Canal ?— 
I am afraid not ; the only effect it would have would be 
that it would cause the railway companies to reduce their 
rates. We would never get the traffic, the distance is 
too great. 

12657. There are other links suggested, to connect the 
Shannon, for instance, to Lough Eme Navigation, and 
to connect the Lough Allen Canal with the sea on the 
west ; would any of these things be of importance to the 
Grand Canal ?— Not to the Grand Canal. 

12658. You state in your proof that the question of 
linking up with the navigations in Ireland remotely con- 
nected with the Grand Canal has not been very much 
considered by the Board 5 — No, not by our Board. 

12659. It might be of benefit to the districts concerned, 
but you cannot say to what extent ?— No. 

12660. (.S?> John Dorington.) is the tonnage 

of your round timber that you carry ? You sav that is 
rather a good traffic ? — 1 have not the tonnage with me 
I only took out the fact. ’ 


12661. Do you know whax the value of the freight ii 
round timber is ? — No, 1 cannot sav. 

12662. (Lord Bratsey.) The noble Chairman asked voi 
some questions about the depth of water : is it possible 
•do you think, to deal with the insufficiency of depth o 
water at certain seasons bv building barg« which woul< 
•carry the same loads as at present upon a less draugh 
of water ?— That might be got over, but -we could Ho- 
use them •with the same dispatch; they would not go si 
fast. We have not only to carry the goods, but we havi 
to run to a certain time when competing with the railway. 

12663. A wider but a flat bottomed barge would noi 
travel so well ! — It would not travel so quickly. 

12664. With reference to the through communicatioi 
from Limerick to Belfast by a genera) improvement anc 
standardisation of the canals, what would be the approii. 
mate distance of the waterway from Limerick to Belfast i 
May I take it at 250 miles ? — I conld not say the exact 
dismuce, but I should say it would be about that We 
trade upon 131 miles. 

12665. If it were 250 miles, how long would a barge take 
to travel from Limerick to Belfast ?— On the Shannon, so 


fur as the Shannon itself goes, it could go from Limerick 
to there in two and a half days in the summer-time, and 
then for the balance it would certainly take three days at 
least. 

12666. It could be done in less than a week ? — It would 
take about a week. 

12667. With regard to the kind of traffic you carry on -r - 
your canals, I would like to ask whether you have any 
cattle traffic t — No, we gave up carrying cattle traffic. 

12668. Did you find it from your experience the case 

that canals were not suitable for cattle traffic ? They 

were suitable, but it did not pay us. 

12669. The rates you were obliged to charge in order to 
cover the expenses were too burdensome to the cattle 
dealers ; is that so ? — No, they were not profitable to us ; 
but the real reason why we gave them up was that we 
could only fit up about ton boats suitable for carrying 
cattle, and when a farmer required a boat for ten or twelve 
cattle, that boat might be 100 miles away and we had 
to run it that 100 miles empty. 

12670. Why should you not have had more than ten 
boats ? — A cattle boat is not suitable for carrying malt ; 
malt is our chief trade, and that is what we have to con- 
sider in building all our boats. 

12671. If you could have relied on a more constant 
traffic in the carriage of cattle jmu would have been justi- 
fied in building more boats suitable for that traffic ? 

We advertised and we only got two farmers to support 


i.oii. >vas cuax Decause tne people mterested in the 
stock did not find the canal suitable ? — I think the chief 
reason was that the time occupied in transit was too 
long, and by the time they got into the market here they 
were not in as good condition as going by rail. 

12673. It was too slow a means of transit ? Yes. 

12674. From the proof that has been put before us you 
are fairly fiourishing ; your dividends I see have steadily 
increased from 3 per cent, in 1901 to 3J in 1902, and last 
year 4 per cent. ? — We used to pay 4 per cent., but in con- 
sequence of the war of rates with the Great Southern and 
Western Railway the dividend was reduced, in fact we 
paid 4J per cent. 

12075. Those dividends seem to show that some canals 
such as this are valuable to the traders of Ireland ?— Yes. 

12676. Your company was originally a State under- 
taking, was it not t — It was. 

12677. And it was formed into a company and the 
company have been heavily subsidised from time to 
time ? — They have. 

12678. If more money was advanced to the company 
for improvements it would be in conformity with nre- 
cedent ? — It would. '' ^ 

12679. (Chairman.) With respect to your dividend 
before, it w-as as low as £1 IBs. 9d. in 1S88 ; do yon know 
what wp the cause of that ?— I do not know ; I think it 
was bad man^ement. 

12680. By 1898 you had gone up to 4 per cent. ?— Yes. 
^681. It seems rather to have fluctuated since then » 
-That was m conw^ence of the war of rates with the 
Great Southern and Western. 

126S3. (-¥r. Firmn.) Roughly speaking, I gather that 
your canal u about equal to all the other canals in Ireland 
m mileage i — Yes, roughly speaking. 

126W. So that in any scheme for dealing generally 
with the canals, yours is really the centre-piece ?— Yes 
12685. others are mere fractions, and yours is the 
mam canal ! — les. 

12686. With regard to your profits conld you tell me 

Sr i Ir^ year. Revei 

For 190o the revenue was £90,782. ^ 

12687. And yonr expenses ’—They were £67,201. 

12688. On what capital is it that you pay 4 per cent 
p'e Wce 

12689. Amounting to how much ?— rum . 
have £333,000 ordinary and £333,000 preference. ' 
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12690. They are about equally diridert ?— Equallv 
dmded. ' •' 

12691. You pay 3 per cent, on one and 4 per cent, on 
the- other ? — Yea. 

12692. With ^ard to tunnelling on your canal, have 
you many tunnaU through which you have to go ?— None. 

in any proposals for improvement, the 
difficulty that we have m many canals in England of 
tunnelhng does not exist here ?— It does not exist. 

12694. Are the traders’ rates lower than yours, as a 
c?arge~^ ^ exactly wliat they 

12695. You do not fix up any arrangement with them » 
—No. they aro quite independent of us. except that 
boato pressed with loading we hSe their 

;;,-.-‘.raaers. i2696. In your evidence you said that the bye-traders 

worked by day, but that you had to work by day and 
night in connection with your coal trade and that vou 
cou d not in consequence make it pay, I may say 4at 
that was not quite clear to me. and I would like to know 
what it meant ? — That it was not profitable. 

12697. Surely if you l»ke ,ny oilier busiueu, for 
instance, if a mill is able to work day and night it earns 
more ? — 

12603. {Chairman.) Does not a boat lie idle a much 
less time ?— It is peculiar, the steamers come in and they 
have on y a few hours to discharge ; lialf a dozen boate 
run in all at once to a station and cannot be discharged, 
and consequently they have to lie sometimes two or three 
days m their cargo. 

12699. I do not see the connection between that and 
the day and night difference between you and the bve- 
traders ?—So_far as profit is concerned; in clearing a 
ship there might be three company’s boats and toree 
bye-traders boats, but that would not make it so bad, 
because our boats would be discharged before the hve- 
traders were there. There is no difference in that ca«. 

12700. {Mr. Vivian.) My point is this: you said you 

gave up your coal trade to the railway company ? I 

perhaps have not made that quite clear. 

12701. You said you did that because it did not pay • 
and then a question was put to you as to why it did not 
connection with your answer as compared 
•with the bye-trader, who still continues to carry coal you 
said the byo-trader was only compelled to work by day 
whereas you had to work day and night. I say stili 
that 13 quite misty to me ’—Perhaps I should have said 
about that coal trade that we found it more profitable 
to let it go to the railway company and to employ our 
boats in working other loading. ^ 

■ 12702. Then your day and night point has no applioa- 

tion ? — It has little bearing upon that. 

12703. You said that if the canal carried to a particular 
district hei'e the only effect jrour being there would have 
would be teat it would cause the railway companies to 
reduce their rates ; why do you make a statement like 
that ?— I am certain that the -Midland Great Westertf are 
not going to allow their traffic to go without making som“ 
struggb for it. 

12704. Is that based on experience, that where canals 
run the railway companies have a lower rate than they 
otherwise would have ?— No, but the canal company 
would have a lower rate than the railway company at 
present, and that would probably secure their traffic. 
The consequence would be that to retain a traffic the 
railway would reduce their rates. 

‘^slareduce 12703. That is my point; your experience is that as 

''*»i'ratci. toe result of canals railway companies reduce their rates ? 

—Oh, yes. 

12706. Just one final point. You handed over your 
coal trade by arrangement with the railway company : 

may I ask is that not a violation of your charter ? Oh, 

no ; we are not bound to carry coal in any case. We are 
specially exempted under the Railway and iVnai Traffic 
Act, 1888, from carrying coal. 

12707. You are permitted by your charter to enter into 
an alliance with a railway company to decline to carry 
a certain class of goods for the public ?— Not under our 
charter, but under the Railway and Canal Traffic Act of 
1888 there is a clause to that effect. 

.3 8-II. 


12708. Yo 


^do not think that this imsigned agreement Mr. O. To*gh, 


company is a vioUtion of your ebStor 

Qrand Canal. 


at all ? — No. 

., ) Can you refer me to that clause in , n,, 

the Railway and Canal Traffic Act ?— It is the oonfirma- * 

^ TrajrZl. 

1-/10. (Sir Pranew Sopwood.) It is in your schedule * 

— In the schedule. 

12711. Not in the general Act ?— No, it is in the 
schedule, the confirmation Clause 2. We are not obliged 
to carry anythmg under Class A of the classification. 

12712. (Mr. Vivian.) One cannot imagine Parliamen*" 
giving a canal company, which is after aU a monopoly in 
its way, power to enter into an arrangement with another 
monopoly to decline or otherwise certain public traffic ; it 
may be true but it does not seem quite probable ?— So 
far as Waterford is concerned that is tidal water and we 
need not go down there unless we like. 

12713. {Mr. Minek.) In the earlier part of your evi- 
dence I understood you to say that any considerable new 
expenditure would not pay ?— I do not think so on the 
Grand Canal. 

12714. Do you not think that a considerable sum of 
mimey jufficioualy spent on the River Barrow would pay ? 

Certainly, as fat os the Barrow is concerned. 

12715. You say you have a large traffic as between 
Uagenalstown, Carlow and Dublin. 

12716. Carlow and Bagenalstown are served bv the 
River Barrow ? — Yes. ^ 

i “"*^®?tand you have some complaints with 
regard to the depth of water in the Barrow ? We have. 

ipi8. And these islands considerably impede the 
traffic m the River Barrow ?— Yes, and they are steadily 
inereasmg in size. •’ 

12719. You find each year that you can carry less 
tonnage on the River Barroiv ?— It depends upon what 
sort of weather there is. 

12720. Every year there is a larger portion of the year In 
which you carry less tonnage ?— Yes. 

12ni. At present what tonnage can you take down to 
Carlow or Bagenalstown ?— I could not tell you. 

12722. Do you think you will carry more than twenty- 
five tons to Bagenalstown ?— Yes, we could down to 
Bagenalstown or near to Bagenalstown. 

12723. About twenty-five tons ?— About twenty-five 
tons commg up ; that is about the most. 

12724. You would approve of an expenditure to deepen 
the Bairovr to such an extent as to be able to carry on a 
proper traffic between the canal and the River Barrow 
That is so. 

12726. ^at ia to say with boats coming down loaded 
as far as Athy it -would be a great advantage to the canal 
company and the bye-traders to continue down to 
Bagenalstown without transhipping ? Yes. 

12726. I understood you to say that the bye-traders 
Y^ Grand Canal Company ?— 

12727. About how much ?— I could not say ; I do not 
know their rates at all. 

12728. How do you assume th- carry at lower rates ’ 

—Because it is generally well known, but I do not know 
the actual figures. 

12729. What is your freight to Athy and Carlow for i., 
coal ?— I could not tell you ; I have not the rates -with - 

me. It IS something like 4s. to Athy, if I remember 
correctly, 

12730. I understand that the traders’ rate to Athy 
is 4s. also. About this arrangement with the Great 
Southern and Western Railway under -which they make 
you this very handsome present of £4,000 a year what 
IS included in that arrangement besides coal— what other 
merchandise ? — As I explained, it was a standard • we 
took three years as the standard for all traffic. ’ 

12731. So it refers to all traffic as -«-eII as coal ?— Yes. 

12732. So that you are quite satisfied in your own 
mind that you can do that legally t— Yes ; I never went 
into that point but our solicitors seem to be satisfied. 
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12733. You meutioned that there iras the cue market 
for com in the country ? — That is for barley. 

12734. What do you mean by that ?~That the malt- 
inga are practically the one market. 

12735. You said it was con6ned to one place ?— I 
think you must have misunderstood me ; it was one 
market — that is wherever maltings are. 

12736. Are there not markets throughout all the 
country where _ maltings are? Is there not a large 
market at Dublin ? — There is not so much barley coming 
in from the country to Dublin now. 

12737. But still there are markets ail through the 
eounhy ? — ^Yes, wherever there is a malting there is a 
market. 

12738. I understood you to say that you did not think 
this arrangement with the Great Southern and Western 

at all interfered ^ifh the trading public ? I do not 

think they are snfiering. 

12739. They are at no disadvantage at all ? — I do not 
think so. 


12740. Do you think it is of advantage to them ? 

It is certainly taking it out of their hands to play one 
company off against another to get very low rates. 

12741. You think that is of advantage to them ?— 
It is a disadvantage to some of the country traders who 
are in the habit of doing that sort of thing. 

12742. What do you mean fay “ playing one company 
off against the other ? ” — The usual practice was that a 
trader who wanted to buy forty tons of coal or anything 
else wrote to the canal company and asked their rates and 
when he landed at lungsbridge Station he went in, pro- 
duced our quotation and got 6d. a ton lower. Then he 
came on with the Great Soutliem and Western quotation 
up to the cmai and got that reduced. 

12(43. Then you think it was of advantage to the 
traders of the country that you should enter into this 
agreement with the Great Southern and Western in face 
of that ?— Certainly at the time it was a very unhealthy 
state of affairs, especially for the Grand Canal Company. 

12744. But not for the trading eommunitj' ?— No ; 
it was bound to stop in anv case in time. * 

12745. How ? — We could not have continued. 

12746. (Chairman.) Just with regard to what Mr 
Mineb asked you just now, I want to be quite clear: 
you told us that the agreement between the railway and 
yon related to all kinds of trafBc ?— It was to the amount 
of money earned at each competitive station, no matter 
what commodity. 

12747. Did the percentage apply to all kinds of traffic 
too \ es. 


12748. Not only to coal ?— Not only to coal. 

12(49. (Mr. Tivian.) I understand that agreement 
doe? not exist in writing ?— It is in writing but there is 
no agreement ; there is an arrangement but no stamped 
agreement. 

12750. But there is a letter ?— There is a letter. 

12751. That amounts to an agreement ?— It prac- 
tically amounte to an agreement. ^ 

_ 127o2. So that it is not quite correct to say that there 
IS not an agreement ’—There is an arrangement. 

12753. It Is in writing ?— It is in writing. 

12754. Is it not possible to produce that ’ I would 

not like to produce it; if I am instructed by my board 
to produce it I will be very glad to do so. 

12^5. (Chairman.) Perhaps you will consult your 
board and they may think it better not to withhold it • 
It IS a serious thing to withhold anvthing from, a Com- 
mission hke this ; and perhaps yon wiU kindlv consider 
tnat T — i vnll. 

12756. (J/r. E^bertaon.) What are your sources of 
springs; we have one lake and 


I2j57. You have no artificial reservoirs ?— There is om 
127.18. Would it he possible to impound the win‘e 
water in order to supply the canal in summer ?— It woulc 
12759. Would it pay yon to do so ?— We rarely fe. 

the want of water, only once i" * • • 

year*. 


about every ten or twelv 


12760. Is it due to deficient rainfall ? — Yes. 

12761. Is there a diminution every summer in the level 
of the canal ? — Oh no ; some summers we have rather 
too much. 

12762. It is not the result of evaporation ; it is entirelv 
due to a long spell of dry weather ? — A long drought. 

12763. .Are you troubled by this American weed 7 We 

12764. Have you got it in the canal every year ? — We 
have. 

12765. (Jfr. Davison.) I understood you to say that 
you carried stuff do\vn your canal from Dublin to Carrick- 
on-Shannon ? — We do. 

12766, Why does it go by your canal to Carrick-on- 
Shannon instead of by the Royal Canal ? — I do not 
know ; there is a better service. I do not think anybody 
trades on the Royal Canal who goes up to Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 


12767. The mileage must be considerably greater by 
your route ? — Yes, but there is nobody who has a steamer 
on the Royal Canal that I know of. W’e have to tow it 
all up from Shannon Harbour to Carriek-on-Shonnon by 
steamers. 


12768. When you get on the Shannon it is transferred 
into a steamboat ? — Yes. 

12769. Is it towed or transhipped ? — Some is trans- 
shipped ; there is generally more than a steamer load, 
and they tow os well. 

12770. As to that low bridge you spoke of, was that a 
railway or a road bridge ? — A road bridge — Balisbridge 
they call it. 

12771. So that there would be no difficultv, if it was Cost of 
desirable, to alter that bridge ? — I do not think so. Maintooaac 

12772. Can you tell us how much you spend on main- 
tenance a year ?— I can tell you what we spent last year. 

12773. Is that a fair average ? — It is a fair average-— 

£8,972, roughly £9,000. 


12774. You have still ^t milling trade on your canal ? 
—A considerable quantity. 

12775. How do you account for maintaining tlie 
milling trade ? — I do not know ; the traffic has in or»ased 
with the mills considerably within the last three years. 

12776. Is it not on account of the mills being brought 
up to date ? — That has a good deal to do with it ; they 
have all brought their mills up to date. 

12777. (J/r. Griffith.) I was going to press you for a 
copy of this letter or agreement, or to get it in writing, 
but as you have promised the Chairman to consider that 
I shall not say anything more about it. That is with 
the Great Southern and Western, but there is another 
agreement with the Midland Great Western which we 
ought also to have ? — There is no agreement there except 
the figures of the rates, tie railway rates and canal rate? 
the same as any other railway. 

12778. But there is au understanding that youi rates 
are so much per cent, below ? — Y'es. 

12779. How is that understanding fixed 1 It was an 

understanding arrived at at a meeting, 

12780. At a conference ? — Yes. 


• documentary statements about 

te ’—There are, there are Statements showing the rate? 
by railway and by canal. 

12782. Agreed at a definite conference ’—Yes. 


12783. Could we have that ? Do yon think your 
Directors wiO let us have that ?— I will ask them. 


T. artificial manure from the 

fort of Dublin from Gouldings’ works ? — Not so mucli 
now as we used to do ; they have a railway siding into 
their yard. ^ ® 


12785. But still you do take it ’—Yes, we -send 
boats round there. 


I have been told i 
weather comes. 


?— Sometimes when a spell of dry 


12787. For manure ’—Yes, not often though in recent 
years ; we have been adding to our fleet greatly. 
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2788. I am going to ask you a question affecting the 
Port of Dublin, specially. Have you any complaint to 
make as regards the approach to your Canal from the 
Liffey ? — I believe at some states of the tide the boats 
cannot get out or in on account of the mud. 

12789. That is in your own canal ? — Outside the gates 
at the entrance to the boat lock. 

12790. It was one of the great sources of complaint 
about forty or fifty years ago when a similar Commission 
sat ; I have not heard personally that any of your boats 

have been delayed once they could cross the sill ? You 

had some dredging done here last 3 rear. 

12791. The Port Authorities are constantly dredging ? 
—Yes, there is no serious complaint that I know of. 

12792. (Mr. Waldron.) The Lord Chairman mentioned 
tliftt you are paying 4 per cent. ; can you tell the Com- 
mission what amount of capital has been written off? 
My impression is that something like 76 per cent, was 
written off in 1848, but perhaps you could hand that in ? 
— The capital was written down from tlie original amount 
which I forget — it is in the table attached to the first 
day's evidence — to £666,000. 

12793. The £066,000 was the whole share capital, was 



! 




12794. That was afterwards divided into £333,000, 

3 per cent, preference, and £333,000 ordinary shares ? 

12795. So that the actual dividend earned on the old 
stock which represented the old capital was 34 per cent., 
was it not — 3 per cent, and 4 per cent. ? — 3 per cent, and 

4 per cent. 

12796. Three on half and four on half ? — Yes. 

12797. That gives a return on the capital of 3J per 
cent., which is the actual dividend now earned on the 
reduced capital ? — That is so. 

12798. (Mr. Croesley.) You said you I<»t £1,200 a year 
on your porter going down the Shannon ? — Yes. 

12799. Do you tell us there is a dead loss of £1,200 

12800. It is £1,200 a year less than you would have 
got if you had had the old rates you mean ? — It is a dead 
loss ; we get £1,200 a year less from the senders. 

12801, That is not a dead loss. Do you really lose 
£1,200 a year as between cost and payment — actual 
cost to you and payment which you receive for it ? 

12802. (Cfiaimaw.) You mean £1,200 less profit than 
you would otherwise have made ? — That is so. 

12803. (i1/r. Crossley.) You said it was a loss ; there are 
different ways of putting things you know ? — We have 
lost more than that through the war of freights ; we 
have lost £3,500 of traffic altogether. 

12804. Can you tell us what the rates and tolls together 
amount to per ton mile ? — I could not say. 

12805. That is the most important thing for us to 
know : could you let us know that ! — I could find out. 

12806. I want to see how your rates compare with the 
English rates ; do you think they are a penny, or how 
much do you say per ton mile ? — I would not venture 
an opinion, but I can get that looked out. 

12807. About water, you have a very limited traffic 
and you seem to be touch and go with water. If your 
traffic was doubled would you have enough water to 
carry it on t — No, we would have to increase the storage. 

12808. Would it he storage or pumping 1 — Storage. 

12809. Why do"you not dredge the shallows when it 
juakes such a difference as a foot ? — We have two dredgers 
working almost constantly in the summer time dredging 
the shallows. 

12310. But that difference of water makes a tremendous 
difference in' a boat; you go down from 5 feet 6 inch on 
your declared sire to 3 feet 6 inches in summer ? — But this 
is au exceptional year; it has been with us very 
exceptional. ^53 

12S11. You are aiming to get back the old depth of 
4 feet 6 inches ? — Certainly it is to our advantage to do so. 

12812. You did not tell us what your total tonnage 
was t— Eoughly carried by out own boats 200,000 tons 
per annum, and by the bye-traders’ 98,090 tons last year. 


12S13, Do you find that the railway company can 
carry cattle cheaper than you can i— We do not carry 
cattle at ail now and have not done for some years. 

12814. (Mr. Killicb.) I suppose cattle have to be 

driven into the Port when they are to be shipped ? Yes, 

round about the Port here within certain limits. 


Mr, 0. Tough, 
Managir, 
Grand Can if. 

1 Oet. 1900. 


12813. From your figures I see that the hye-fraders’ 
tonnage has rather increased since 1898 ? Yes. 


12316. Is it the fact that all the bye-traders’ tonnage 

'S loaded and discharged on your own canal 7 Yes. 

12317. I see that was so in 1898 ?— That is the same 
still. 


12818. Therefore between Dublin and Limerick, and 
Dublin and Waterford you are the only carriers on the 
canal ’ — We are. 

12819. I do not quite understand the war of rates: 
that began in 1894, did it not ? — The end of 1894. 

12820. And lasted for several years '! — Neatly six years. 

12821. And applied only to certain competitive stations ? 
— About six or seven stations. 

12822. Then did both you and the railway company 
lower rates in competition ? — -Considerably. 

12S23. And then you found, as 1 understand, that yon 
had lowered yours as far as your financial postion would 
enable you to go ? — That is so. 

12324. Did I rightly understand you that the lowered 
rates that the railway company had como down to were 
imposed upon them as a maximum ? — That is so. 

12825. And they are the maximum rates to-day ?— 
That is so. 

12826. Therefore the public benefit by the reduction 
of rates obtained through competition ?-^That is so. 

12827. All that you did was to undertake not to lower 
j'our rates any further, which, as a matter of fact, you 
could not afford to do ? — That is so. 

12828. And you got paid for doing so ? — Yes. 

12829. (Sir Francis Hopwood.) Did you not hear some 

evidence before luncheon os to the Board of Control ? 

I did. 

12830. Are you subject to the jurisdiction of that 
Board ? — No. 


12331. You are not interfered with in any way bv anv 
public authority in Ireland ? — No, we are a private’ com- 
pany. 

12832. You are simply subject to the ordinary law of 
the land ? — That is so. 

12S33. I do not find in the epitome which I have here 
of your Confirmation Act the section to which you re- 
ferred giving you immunity from carrying coal ? It is 

Section 2. 

12S34. I have only a charging schedule here : have vou 
a copy of the Act there ? — I have not here. 

1283.5. Would you mind putting in a copy of Section 2 
to our Secretary ? — -Yes. 

12830. I do not doubt what you say in the least, but 
I notice from the schedule I have before me that vou 
have charging power as to Class A traffic ? — We have, 
but we are not obliged to carry it. 

12837. Y^ou said something about the Office of Works 
charging the maximum rates on the Shannon, do they 

charge their maximum for all classes of traffic ? .411 

classes of traffic. 

12838. -And the maximum for traffic sent in any 
quantity large or small ? — Large or small ; they adhere to 
what they are empowered to charge under that Act. 

12839. That is they make no distinction between a 
2-ton lot and a 4-ton lot ? — None whatever. 


12340. Do they not give you a rebate for a large con- 
signment ?— No, they used to give us a smaU rebate on 
porter traffic, but they discontinued that some years ago. 

12841. .And now you get no rebate ? — No rebate at all. 

12842. Do you charge your maximum ? — In no ca e 
do we charge our maximum ; we could not get it. The 
average would be about half our maximum. 

12843. That is half the new maximum under the Cem- 
firmation -Act of 1894 ? — Yes. 

12844. Yon have this complaint about the Board of 
Works charging the maximum ? — We have. We have 


336-11, 
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Mr. G. Tough, tried repeatedly to get them to make some redactioa, but 
.y onager, they ^vill oot. 

■ 12845. Have you aot power to make an application for 

1 Vei. 1906. ^ liirongh rate ? — I think not. 

12846. (C/iaj>7na».) Not under the Railway and Canal 

Traffic Act ? — No ; we could only go to the Commission 
and try to get them to reduce the toil. That is so far as I 
understand it. 

12847. (Sir Franeia Hopwood.) I doubt whether you are 
right T — -They we not carriers themselves ; they are 
simply toll-takers. 

12848. I do not think that matters under the Act, 
speaking from recollection. Perhaps you will look into 
that matter a little further ? — I will. 

Reservoirs. 12849. (Chairman.) I see you have a reservoir called 
the Ronndwood Reservoir ; it is on a little branch ?— A 
little branch. 


12850. How many miles from Dublin ? — About twenty- 
six miles. 

12851. Is that reservoir of much value to you ? 

Oh yes, especially this year it has been. 

12852. It is not a very large reservoir, it is 5,880,000 
cubic feet capacity, 1 think ? — 6,500,000 cubic feel 
capacity. 

12853. Has it been enlarged since the Return of 1898 ? 
— This Return of 1898 shows, 5,880,000 ? — No, there has 
been no increase since 1898. 

12854. We heard that owing to complaints against the 
Royal Canal they had been taken before the Board of 
Trade and that there had been two inquiries ; have there 
been any similar inquiries in the case of the Grand Canal ? 
— Not that I can find out ; certainly not in my time. 

The ITtiaMS taifAdrew. 


{At ihie stage of the proceedings hythe inst'uctiona of the 
Chairman, the Secretary read the following Memorial from 
Traders on the Grand Canal ) : — 

4, Charlemont Place, Dublin, 

MemomI September ith, 1906. 

on'the Grand traders of the Grand Canal respectfully ask the 

Canal. Com mis sion to take into consideration the following 
grievances, under which they suffer, and have a remedy 
applied. In bringing our case under the notice of the 
Commission, we wish it to be distinctly understood that 
we are most anxious to work in harmony, and preserve 
the good relations that have existed between us and the 
proprietors of the Grwid Canal. 

No. 1. That the Grand Canal and all its branches, Lie 
Byes, etc., and all rivers and water-ways appertaining 
thereto be thoroughly dredged and overhauled, to allow 
canal boats to travel with safety at a depth of four feet 
six inches as formerly. 

No. 2. Lock-keepers to be kept strictly to their duties 
of passing boats through, and of caring and attending 
their respective locks and prevent wastage of water, as 
was formerly the custom. 

No. 3. Revision of tolls to all competitive stations and 
publication of same at all Toll Paying Stations. 


No. 4. Repairs to Dry Docks. Same to be roofed over 
so as canal boats can be thoroughly overhauled and work 
executed in wet or inclement weather. Docks now in dis- 
use or bad repair to be put in working order, and dock 
dues to be revised. 

No. 5. That we approve of the State purchase and con- 
trol of Irish canals, and the undermentioned as in dutv 
bound will ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of tbe Traders. 

ComwtiHee. 

James Connell. 

D. A. Hunter. 

J. J. Flanagan. 

Michael Gordon. 

-Michael Geraght. / 

Patrick Dooley. 

Michael Fennell. 

Peter Kelly. 

Patrick Flynn. 

Thomas Hayes Senior. 

Joseph Cronly. 

Thomas itioore. 

Michael Mullery. 

James Darley (Hon. Secretanj). 


Mr. Dcncas a. Hcntek, called ; and Examined. 


12855. (CAaimnn.) You are the representative in 
^ fi™ of Jlillers, Messrs. W. P. & R. Odium, of 

12856. Do they carry on busmess at Portarlington, 

1 Od. 1906. Maryborough and St. Mullins ? — Yes. 

12857. Are they owners themselves of three boats on 
the Grand Canal ’ — Yes. 

12858. Do they work them constantly and employ a 
large number of other boats ? — Yes. 

Traders. 12859. Does this amount to a large trade on the Grand 

Canal ? — Yes. 

12860. In fact they are the largest traders ? — I think 
they are the largest, I should say 16.000 to 20,000 tons 
a year. 

12861. Were you in the employ of the Grand Canal for 
some years ? — I was, twenty-five years ago. 

12862. And your relations with the company have 
always been very pleasant ?— Yes, up to the present. 

Need of 12863. Would you like to say something on tie first 

dredging. point in the Memorial, viz., as to the need of thoroughly 
dredging and overhauling the canal ? — That is our prin- 
cipal complaint against them ; our boats have to trade 
light. They are not able to go beyond 3 feet 4 inches 
at the present time. That means they are about 10 tons 
light, which is a big loss to us and a greater loss to outside 
traders. When I say “ \js ” I mean my firm. 

Depth. 12864. Do you remember a time when the depth was 

4 feet 6 inches ? — I do, very weH. 

12865. On what part of the Grand Canal does that 
cpply ? — To the whole canal ; the company's boats never 
went out under 4 feet 6 inches in my time as an official. 

12866. That did not apply to the Barrow River, did 
it ’—They did not trade on the Barrow River in my 
time and consequently 1 wifl not touch that point. 


12807. You are not speaking of the Barrow River but 
of all the other parts 1 — Only of the canal proper. 

12868. Are you speaking of everything except the Athy 
Branch ? — Except below Athy. 

12869. Yon are speaking as far as Athy rnd of all the 
rest of the Grand Canal ? — To Shannon Harbour and 
Ballinasloe or Athlone up to Kilbeggan and Mount 
Mellick on the other branch. 

12870. You confirm what the last witness told us that 
at^ present boats cannot travel drawing more than 3 ft. 
4 in. of water ? — Unfortunately I can confirm it becrusc* 
we are losing by it for weeks past. On the present light 
draught of 3 ft. 4 in, cur beats only ca;ry 35 tons ar.d '.t 
costs us for labour and haulage exacty the ame as if u e 
carried full loads, viz., 48 tons on a draught of 4 ft. 1 in. 

12871. How much have you to lighten your boats 

in order to travel now ? What load can you take ? 

About 10 to 12 tons light on ours, and we do not travel 
full ; that is 10 tons off 45, and we are only able to travel 
at 35. 

12872. Are the lie-byes silted up with mud 7— They 
are not to be seen at all. 

12873. And the passing places on the canal 7 Ditto. 

12874. Have you difficulty in passing 7 — There are 
difficulties ; you can hardly find a place to pass. 

12875. Does all that mean a serious loss to the boat 
owners 7 — Undoubtedly. 


12876. Coining to the second point about the lock- 
keepers, will you explain that to the Commission 7— 
We are tunning a great risk in going through locks without 
a lock-keeper to start with, and then we lose time, it 
longer for our men to put a boat through the locks than 
it would if the leek -keeper were there to put her through 


Look k epee. 
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and consequently ne lose time, and there are twenty 
to twenty-five locks from here to Portarlington. ft 
means some hours less cn each boat and each crew, 
which is a considerable item to us. 

12877. When you were connected with the Grand 
Canal Company did the lock-keepers do anything else 
besides look after the locks ? — Never to my knowledge ; 
the lock-keeper was confined to the lock absolutely and 
responsible for it and it was the lock-keeper’s place to 
allow a boat to come in ; for instance, if there were two 
boats making for a lock the lockkeeper decided between 
the two which it was that should get the lock if they were 
very near at hand. 

12878. How do they decide it now ?— I suppose with 
the “ mauls,” whoever is the best man ; I think that is 
the best account of it. If it is the company’s boat they 
have to get the preference. 

12872. What do they do when they get to the lock ? 
They have to find the key ? — The key is generally kicking 
about the bank in some place ; they pick it up and shut 
the gates or hoist the racks as the case may be, which- 
ever way they want to take ; sometimes they want to 
come up and tlie look is full and they have to let it out, 
and vice versa. 

12880. Is there a waste of water in consequence ? — 
Undoubtedly there is waste of water there. 

12881. Do you think water would be saved if the duty 
were performed by the lock-keepers t — I do. 

12882. Wliat are the lock-keepers doing meanwhile ? 
are they repairing the banks ? — They are some place about 
the banks; I could not say. I hod that from the manager 
himself some years since. 

12883. With respect to the tolls and tho division of 
tolls you have no evidence to give ? — No, it is a subject 
I do not know anything about. 

Reiuirs ^ 12884. We will pass on to the repairs to the dry docks j 

Bi^d. -what have you to say on tliat ? — The dry docks are like 
the lie-byes and passing places ; they are practically 
silted up with mud and there is no getting into dock. 
We need only go three-quarters of a mile to Portobello 
Harbour to see it, and it would speak for itself. 


Mr. James Connell, 

1289S. {CJtairman.) You are a boat owner on the 
Grand Canal ? — Yes. I work four boats ; I have three 
working at present and one tied up. 
reat-o' ner. 12896. Have you been working on the canal for the 
last thirty-eight years ? — Yes. 

12897. In the past twenty years you have not been 
up and dotm the canal much yourself ?— No, I am in the 
turf trade in Dublin here. 

Coiiiplainfs. 12898. Wliat do your men tell you ? — They tell me 
that the lockkeepers are away from minding the locks, 
two of the most important being the si.vteenth and seven- 
teeat'i. There are side chambers attached to these and 
the lock-keeper in my time always minded and saved 
half a chamber of water at every boat going through 
in the summer months, so that there was never any cause 
of delay in my time through the wa-.it of water o.i the 

12899. What do you hear about the depth of the water, 
can you confirm what the last witness said about it ? — 
In my time boats could travel at all seasons ; except in 
a very dry one at the 4 feet 6 inches draught ; it was 
generally the turf boats that drew the 4 fee; 6 inches 
because they are light forward and loaded behind. 

12000. You mean there was a depth of 4 feet 6 inche® 
of water in the canal ? — Yes. 

12901. I suppose, therefore, your boat would travel 


12885. Is it your desire that they should be roofed Mr. D. .4. 
over ?— It would be desirable that we should be able H.'.Jet. 
to open the gates to get in and out of them safely first, Trader. Grand 
and then Idiey should be roofed over also. Oa.nt.'. 

12886. What is the charge made at Portobello Harbour i Orf. 1906 

for dock dues ? — They charge us 4s. a day when we are — ^ 

sitting on the blocks and 2a. a day while we a -e outside 
finishing the repairing ; in fact if we lie there doing nothing 
they charge us 2s. a day. 

12887. Do you know on what authority the company 
make that charge ? — I could not say. 

12888. Is there any schedule published of these 
charges 1 — No. 

12889. Do they provide any facilities for oaiT3dng on 
the work in return for these payments ? — They absolutely 
provide nothing except that they give you the place ; 
you can get in and furnish the house for yourselves. 

That is how they do with it. 

12890. Are the boats often damaged in getting in at 
the gates ?— Yes, they are damaged. We had one 
damaged at the boat blocks ; the blocks slipped from 
under it and let the boat down on her keelson on one 
occasion not very long ago. 

12891. (Mr. Minch.) Do you know anything about the 
River Barrow, the length to St. Mullins ? — No, nothing 
particular ; I may know in a general way but that is 
all it is. My knowledge is all at this end, and my e.x- 
perience. 

12892. {Sir John Doringion.) Is it not the usual practice 
for the bargemen to open the lock-gates for themselves 1 
it is so in England, I believe ? — Not here for these thirty 
years since daring which I have had experience { I never 
saw it until the last few years. 

12893. That involves a lock-keeper for every lock ? 

Yes, and there is a lock-keeper at every lock and a house 
for him to live in, so that they wiU have him there, I 
suppose ? 

12894. Are there houses for the lock-keepers on this 
canal f — Yea 

The Witness withdrew. 


called ; and Examined. 

at something under 4 feet draught ?— At that time we ii. r 
used to travel 4 feet 6 inches draught. Coutieil 

12902. If there was a draught of 4 feet 6 inches what Boat ouner, 
load could you take in your boats ? 60 tons. Umud Ca nal. 

12903. At the present depth of a little over 3 feet whr.t l (>ci7 1000. 
load canyon take ?—Eorty ; our boats are big and we are - .. .- 
bringing forty-five tons at the present time out as far 
as Naas, but we could not come throughout the Bog 
of Allen, which is the worst level. 

12904. Have yon any complaint to make about the 
banla of the canal ? — No, only to dredge the lie-byes end 
passing places and clean up the harboure and leave room 
for the water when it does come. In the winter time we 
are nearly as bad as in the summer time because there is 
not room for the water such as there wa-s twenty years 
go, it is all filled up with mud. 

12905. What have you to say on the subject of tolls ? 

— I have nothing to say upon that ; if the tolls were reduced 
somewhat we could carry more coal than we do. 

12006. Are the tolls regularly published so that vou 
know what to pay ? — Not that I am aware of. 

12907. Would j-ou like a schedule of tolls to be put in 
every station on the canal ? — I would. 

12908. Yon confirm what the last witness said about 
the dry docks ? — Yes. 

The Witness withdrew. 
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5Ir. Thomas Hayes, senior, called ; and Esanained. 


{ Mr. T. Hui/es, 
I C7viul Ciniiil. 
! 1 

j Boat-owner. 

• Complaint*. 


12909. (Chairman.) Have j-ou been fifty-two rears 
working on the Grand Canal ? — I have. 

12910. Are you the owner of one boat and does your 
son own a second boat ’—That is so. 

12911. Do you confirm what the last witness said as 
to remembering that your boats could cany a load of 
sisty tons ? — Twenty years o^o. Yes. 


12912. Xow what is the biggest load you can take ? 

Forty.four tons the last time, and we were stuck under 
one bridge for water. 


.12913. You cannot carry forty-four tons without 
sticking 1 — Xo, my boat was stuck one whole dav in one 
spot without stirring. 

12914. Does it take you twice the length of time to 
do the same journeys now that it formerly did ^^Tien 
I came on the canal a boat carrying fifiv tons took eight 
^urs to Hazelhatch which is eight miles from Dublin. 
Three weeks ago it took sixteen hours less ten minutes to 
go the same distance \vith forty-eight tons. 


12913. Do you confirm what the other witnesses have 
said about the lock-keepers ’—There aro no lock-keepers, 
they are away supposed to be cutting weeds along the 
canal ba^ but I never see them doing nurlhing, but going 
atout with a shovel on their shoulders as if looking for 
birds nests. ^ ^Yhilst at each lock there is a notice from 
the company s engineer to boat-owners to be careful end 
leave the locks m proper order as they pass through. It 
very often happens as you have a lock filled, a company’s 
-boat comes down and if you don’t pull back and let her 


first you aro mulcted in a heavy fine by the company 
against which we have no appeal. ’ 

12910. Do you also contend that there is not enough 
room for your boats to lie in the harbour at Ticknevin 
There were 7 feet of water in it formerly, and when I passed 
last Sunday there was not as much water there as would 
sail a feather except the wind blew it out of it. I have 
seen the dredging man put down the lead and he measured 
7 feet of clean water in it and there was a place for four 
sixty-ton boats to he, no mud. 

12917- -Are you of the same opinion as the other wit- 
nesses about the revision of tolls and publishing the tolls ? 
—Frequently the company raised the tolls on coal to 
difierent stations so that we were obliged to carry at a loss 
or let it go by rail. We want a list of the tolls published 
so that we may be able to arrange with traders a freight 
(including tolls) at which to carry their coals, etc. There 
are often fifteen or more boats lying idle in Ringsend dock 
and if the company gave us a reasonable toll, as formerly, 
w-e could get thousands of tons of coal (a£ we formerly 
did) for the different stations on the system but instead 
the canal company have driven all this trade over to the 
railway by prohibitory tolls. 

12918. Are all these things which you complain of 
things which prevent you competing with the railway 
as you might otherwise compete ? You cannot get the 
traffic ns it goes to the railway ’—The traffic goes to the 
railway. 

The Wilneaa withdrew. 


Mr. Michael JIcllery, called ; and Examined. 


Mr. M. 

.ViMt,!. 
Iloiitowio: 
Oraivf Cam 

1 Oi-f., Ith'K 
Boat-i'Wlut 


^2919. (Chairman.) You are a boat-owner at Athy ’ 

'• 12920- Do you work on the canal from Dublin to Athv 

• and Carlow ’—Yes. 

. ^^^21. Have you done so for the last thirty-five years ? 

1291^2- And for lie last twelve years have you been 
yourself a boat -owner ? — Yes. 

12923. When you first commenced working on th 
canal were 3o tons of barley or flour the common load 

— lea; 1 often brought it out of Athy. 

12924. What is the most a boat can now take ’ 

Forty tons. 

12925. Is that owing to the absence of dredging and 
want of care of the water ? — Dredging. 

12920. Between Athy and Carlow what is the largest 
load you can take ’—The Barrow rises and falls and 
there is one particular place where the sand can be taken 
■out, but the Bartow is never the one height. 

12927. What load are you able to cany ’—At present 
there is about 2 feet 10 inches of water, and we can earrv 
about 29 or 30 tons. ^ 

12928. In the old days used the Barrow Companv to 
dredge this part of the canal ’—They did. ‘ 

129-29. Do the Grand Canal Companv dredge ’ Thev 

did a couple of times. " ^ 

129^. Has there been any dredging there lately’ 
— No, I did not see it. ^ 

_ 12931. About t^be lock-keepers, do vou share the 
views that b.ave been expressed by the three witnesses 
that have preceded you ?— I agree with the same. 

12932. And about the lie-byes j do vou also agree about 
that ? — les. 

12933. And the passing places ’—Yes. Ihe tow-path 
should be increased, if possible. 

12934. Have you complaint to make that the tolls are 
not pnbhshed so that you do not know what they 
— They are publi.shed at the station ; they 
in the station. 




12933. Can you see the hook ! — Not unless j'ou ask. 

12936. Do you not ask for the book and see it in order 
to know the tolls ? — One of the agents will teD you if 
you ask them. 

12937. But you would hke to have a schedule of prices 
put up in a public place ? — Yes. 

129S8. Are you also of the same opinion as the other 
witnesses as to the dry docks ’ — Yes. 

12939. Are you anxious to have them put into proper 
order and to have them roofed over ?— Yes. 

12940. (Mr. Killick.) Do I understand vou trade over 
the whole canal ? — 1 do. 

12941. Do you confine your evidence to the portion 
ot the canal between Athy and St. Mullins ’—No, I do 
not ; I only know it as far as Bagenalstown. 

1^42 Do your boats go northward from Athy ?— 

To Dublin. ■' 

12943. (Chairman.) Do you trade at all over the main 
hne of the canal towards the Shannon ?— I did a few 
times to Athlone and Killaloe. 

12944. (Mr.Minck.) Could not the Barrow be consider- „ 
ably impoved by dredging at present ’—Yes. llinow. 

12945. Are there “sharps” which prevent vou at 

present from bringing down average loads ? Yes and 

generally it is not the same height ' 

12946. But there are some “ sharps ” ’—Yes, there are 
some places the sand blows in more than at othei's. 

12947. (Mr. Vivian.) Do you confirm what the last 
^tness said as to the uncertainty of the tolls almost 
from day to day ’—I know nothing about that from day 
to day. ■' 

JU2W8. From time to time ?— I was never in the habit 
of taking coal at all. 

1M49. (Chairman.) Do they often change the lolls ’ 

No, they changed it twenty-six years ago out of Athy 
from 2s. to 2s. 6d. ^ 

The Witness withdrew. 
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Mr. Samuel C. Cope, called ; and Esamiaed. 


12950. (Chairman.) You ate a merchant at Castle- 
dermot ? — Yes. 


MercbiDt. 


UbsUclea. 


ritbour 

accemmoda- 

tios. 


XoUa. 


12951. Castledcrmot is rvot actually on the Grand 
Canal ? — No, within three miles of it. 

12952. (Sir Franda Hojiwood.) What is the nearest 
station on the canal ? — Mageney. 

12953. (Chairman.) It is on the borders of Kildare and 
Queen’s County, is it not ? — Yes. 

12954. You are a merchant ; -what is your line of busi- 
ness ? — Hardware, seeds, manures, provisions. 

12955. This point you mention on the canal is three 
miles distant from you ? Yes. 

12956. (ilfr. Waldron.) Are you near Baltinglass ? 

About six miles from Baltinglass. 

12957. (Chairman.) You have seen the heads of evi- 
denee which are supplied by this Commission to witnesses. 
What have you got to say with respect to this question • 
“ What defects or other obstacles now stand in the way of 

your benefiting to the full from your waterway ” ? 

I have heard a good deal of evidence as to the want of 
dredging and that kind of thing, and those stand in the 
way. The dredging is a very important item. 

12958. Are you speaking now of the River Barrow 
between Athy and Carlow ?— It is the River Barrow that 
touches us there ; we have no storage at Mageney, and 
we cannot avail ourselves of the canal except to a very 
small extent. When we get down any goods from Dublin 
they aje landed on the bank and they are left there ex- 
posed to the mercy of the weather and pilfering, so that 
we cannot use it as we would wish to or as wc should if 
there was proper accommodation. 

12959. Do you want harbour accommodation ?— 
Yes, we would like to have some storage there. 

12960. Is that at Mageney ? — At Mageney. 

12961. How do yon communicate from Castledennot 

to Mageney ; have you to do everything by carting ? 

All cartage. 

12962. Has there been any question of a motor con- 
nection ?— We think it possible that if there was some 
improvement made to the canal it might soon pay to add 
a connection to us j it might possibly pay its way to give 
us a connection. 

12963, The canal would be more efficient if it were 
better dredged, and if you had a harbour it might then 
be worth while to set up a motor traffic between 
Castledermot and Mageney ? — That is the idea. 

12964. Do you find it difficult to get low rates from 
Mageney to James Street Harbour in Dublin ? Yes. 

12965. Have you any figures which will show that ? 

I have figures ^at show that goods are being carried by the 
same canal twice the distance, or almost twice the distance 
at the same price. 

129M. For example, are you taking the distance to New 
Ross in comparison ? — Yes, New Ross is one point. 

12967. Is that a distance of 114 miles ? — About that. 

22968. What is the distance to Dublin ? — About sixty 
miles to Mageney. 

12969. What are the tolls charged ? — For grain it 
would be 6s. 4cl. from James Street Harbour to New Ross, 
and for half the distance to Mageney it would be 5a. 6d. 
In the case of cement it is 6s. to New Rcss and it is 6s. 6d. 
for half the distance to Carlow. I may say we mostly 
have to get goods to Carlow on account of the shortage 
of the storage at Mageney. That means a cartage of six 
additional miles and carriage by canal of three to four 
miles. 


12970. Could you give similar figures with respect 
to timber, cake, sugar and fiour ?— Yes, in all those eases. 

12971. Coming to another question, the question 
■ wheiher it is desirable to construct new or to enlarge 
existing waterways, do you think it would be desirable 
to improve the Grand Canal f — I believe it would ; if 
it is not improved I am afraid it will go out of existence 
altogether. 

12972. I suppose what you particularly want is that 


the River Barrow should be made of the same capacity as Mr S C 
the rest of the Grand Canal ?— That would be a very im- ’ Com 
portant point, 2Ierchani, 

12973. Then I suppose you would also like the Grand (^<^‘lcdermot. 
Canal to be of the same capacity as it used to be ?— Yes j jT. — 7^- 

of course we would like the transit quickened if possible. * 

12974. Would you favour any local contriburions to- Local Con- 
wards those objects ?— 1 am not able to speak of that tributions- 
subject. 

12975. I understood you in your proof to say that you 

were in favour of a local contribution, if necessary ? 

Yes, I did say that, but I do not consider I am a competent 
authority to speak on that. 

12976. Do you confirm what the Commission have 
heard, that there is no great difierence between rail and 
water rates in your district ? — Yes, practically none. 

12977. Can you not get goods carried cheaper by the 
bjm-traders on the canal than you can get them carried 
by the railway ? — I have never got lower rates, 

12978. Like the other traders who have appeared 
before us do you not think the charges come to very 
much the same as the railway ? — I really do not know 
who owns the boats which carry the goods. 

12979. Have you, as a matter of fact, put much traffioon 
the canal ? — Yes, we have ; we are not in a position to 
use the canal, a.s I said before, but we hare a consider- 
able amount of traffic which goes by rail. 

12980. What I ask you is, do you, as a matter of fact, 
put much traffic on the canal ?— No, not a considerable 
amount, saj-, perhaps, 200 or 300 tons in a season. 

12981. Would it pay you to do so if the rates were 
lower ? — Yes. 

12982. Even although you had to cart to Mageney ? 

Yes, we would have to cart in any case the same distance. 

12983. The same distance to the railway — A greater 
distance from Carlow. 

12984. Do you cart to the railway at Carlow ? — Yes, 
we cart a considerable quantity. 

12983. As well as to Baltinglass ?— We do not touch Rates. 
Baltinglass ; the rates to Baltinglass are prohibitive, 
although the mileage is less from Dublin. 

12986. The rates from Baltinglass to Dublin are much 

higher than the rates from Carlow to Dublin 1 Yes, 

when last we heard ; we have not inquired latterly 
because we find there is no use. 

12987. To what do you attribute that ? Is that owing 
to the old competition of the Grand Canal J Did it bring 
down the rates 1 — The canal was to be thanked for that 
in times past. 

12988. The rates on the railway continue to be much 
lower from Caiiow to Dublin than from Baltinglass to 
Dublin ? — That is so ; they are not by any means as low 
as they have been. 

12989. On the whole you find it is less expensive to 
you now to send your goods by railway than by canal ?— 

Yes, leas expensive if we take the waste into considera- 
tion because we have no storage ; it is an impossibility 
for us to get them by canal although it is the most con- 
venient and nearest to us. 

12990. There is loss of time and no opportunity of 
storage 1 — We have no storage. 

12991. And so really, as a matter of fact, you are now 
sending your goods by railway ? — Yes, six miles further 
than we need to, carting them back the same distance. 

12992. Have you any opinion as to the effect that the Effect of 
establishment of an improved national canal system Improved 
would have on the charges for carriage in your trade System. 

and on the general development of that trade ? I feel 

certain that it would reduce the charges and assist in the 
development of my trade and the trade of the country 
in general. 

12993. Is yours an agricultural district ?— Yes, it is a 
good tillage— mixed country, fairly well-to-do large-sized 
fanners. 

12994. You would think under a better system the 
agriculturists would make a good deal of use of the canal I 
— I feel certain they would. 
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12995. Do they canihine and co-oporate, or hare they 
not begun that yet in your district ? — Not to any great 
extent. 

12996. In that part of Kildare do the farmers combine 
I Ott. 1900. in purchasing what they want ? — They do ; I know in a 

great many cases, as far as artificial manures and feeding 

Combination, stuffs go, they do. 


ilerchanl. 

C”.st!edi;rmo' 


12997. Do they abo combine in sending off their 
produce, or not ?— I do not know of that so well and 
cannot sj»ak to it, but I do not doubt that if they had 
any facility they would. 


12998. If a new system of canal control were instituted 
would you prefer that it should be under national or 
local control ? — I think I would hare to say national. 
You must remember that I have heard a good deal more 
about canals to-day than I have heard for some time. 
I have learned a good deal since I came. 

12999. (J/r. ITaWron.) Why do you send to Carlow ? 
Is there not a station on the Great Southern and Western 
at Yageney just beside you ? — There is no storage there. 

13000. So that the railway gives you no stores either 
and never did ? — They never did ; we can get out waggon 
loads. 

13001. What is the population of Castledermot ? — 
Something over 500. 

13002. In that rate you spoke of to New Ross how 
much of that increased mileage is for the balance to New 
Ross ? — I cannot say. 


13003. You told us what a greatly increased mileage 
was carried at the same rate, but I think you omitted to 
state that from St. Mullins to New Ross, 28 or 30 miles, 
there was afree tidal waterway with no tolls, locks, or any- 
thing else. That makes a difference 1 — It does make a 
difference. 

13004. (Afr. Fu'ian..) In your last answer you said you Control, 
would prefer national control, and you smiled ; you did 
not express yourself any further. Was anything in your 
min d ? — No. 

13005. Would you distrust local administration ? — No, 
but I would be obliged to give the same answer as I did in 
another case, that 1 am not competent to speak. I really 
do not know what would he best, but I have heard that 
national control in other countries has had very fine results. 

13006. There is just one other point. You spoke of the 
use of a motor on the road for bringing your little town into 
touch with the canals ; given a certain sum of money 
spent in improving means of communication in Ireland for 
the traders would you spend it on improving roads so as 
to enable motors to move about freely, or would 3 Tou 
spend it on canals if you had your choice 1 — 1 could not 
say generally, but in this particular case at Castledermot 
the motor would suit us admirably. 

1 3007. In your part, given a certain sum of money, you 
would rather spend it on improving your road ? — I would 
spend it on that motor If canal service were improved. 

The Witness witkdreu'. 


Mr. John Joseih Flanagan, called ; and Examined. 


13008. {Ohairntan.) Do you own a boat or boats on the 
Grand Canal 7 — Two boats. 

13009. Do you live in the county of Kildare 2 — Tea. 
13010. At what place 2 — Sallins. 

13011. Near what place is Sallins ? — Near Naas. 

13012. It is at the junction of the branch which goes to 
Naas 2 — Yes. 

13013. What do you say about the present state of the 
Grand Canal 2 — I say it is in a very bad state as regards 
cleansing. 

13014. Is it prejudicial to the interests of the navigation 
and trade 2 — Yes. 

13015. Do you confirm what we have heard the other 
witnesses say as to the boats having to travel light 2 — 
Yes, my own boats are travelling at 3 feet 6 inches at 
present in the best part of the canal, and 1 bold that if the 
canal was properly dredged and cleaned up they could 
safely travel on the same water at 4 feet6inches iaught. 
That would mean a difference of at least 20 tons. 

13016. I sec in your proof yon say the supplies also 
require to be dredged and overhaul^ ; what do you 
mean by that 2 — The water supplies to the canal to keep 
up the levels. I think if they were properly cleaned there 
wouldbe a better supply to the canal. At the present time 
when there is a drought if the supplies were kept in proper 
order we would not feel it so much as at present even al- 
though the canal is in a bad state ; they do not put enough 
men on in the winter time when they should do it ; aud 
when the draught comes on the cleaning they do is not of 
much use because the water is held. 

13017. The water does not get into the canal, you meant 2 
— Yea 

13018. That is one reason why the canal is too shallow 2 
— It is part of the reason ; of course the canal is filled with 
mud in a great many places. 

13019. Do you confirm what we have heardabout the 
harbours, abont loading berths, discharging berths, lie- 
byes, and passing places 2 — Yes, they are aU in very bad 
order. 

1 3(i20. Do you think they are getting worse ? — They are 
getting worse from year to year in many parts ; they have 
got considerably worse. 

'onnaae 13021. What is the nature of the order lately given by 

llowcd the Grand Canal Company about boats not being allowed 
to travel fully loaded 2 — They issue an order to all agents 
not to allow boats to travel over certain tonnages, for 


instance, in my own district. 1 only trade between Nans, 

Corbally, and Sallins, and in that district I am allowed to 
travel 3 feet 6 inches round; but on the long level when you 
pass Robertsto^m the boats there are only allowed to 
travel 3 feet 4 inches round. The object of that is the 
danger of stopping the trade by getting stuck here and 
there. The object is to ensure that their o^vn trade is not 
stopped, and quite right too. 

13022. Do you blame the Grand Canal Company or not 2 
— I could not very well throw too much blame on the canal 
company because I happen to be an ex-official of theirs, 
and I know very well ^ey have to undergo conaidcrabie 
e.xpenses from time to time, and the probability is that 
they could not afford to spend as much money on the 
canal as wants doing at the present time. 

13023. There is a keen competitionwitli the railways 2 — Competition. 
Yes. 

13024. And there is a general depression of trade ?— 

13025. What do you say about the dividends they 
pay ? They manage to pay a 4 per cent, dividend 2 — Yes. 

What I conclude by that is that the shareholders would 
claim a dividend even although the public would suffer ; 
they claim it from the Directors and they would not con 
sider the traders or the boat-owners. I think the share- 
holders of any Company would be anxious for a dividend. 

D their dividend was stopped for five or six years and 
that money was spent on the canal it would considersl>ly 
improve it. 

13026. What about the state of the locks ? Do they 
require anything 2— They are in a very bad state and 
the levels are lowered considerablj’ during the night 
If the locks were kept in good repair the water would be • 
held back. Of course, in the winter time the overflow 
from the gates would be waste water, but this is water 
that is wanted on the level that I am referring to. 

13027. Is the state of the locks partly due to their not Looks, 
being attended to by the look-keepers 2— Oh, no ; there 
ere a lot of new locks required. I think that the patching 
up of some of the present locks would be almost worthless. 

13028. What do you say about the lock-keepers 2 Do 
you agree they ought to attend 2 — Yes, I think it would be 
to the advantage of the company as well as of the boat- 
owners to keep the lock-keepers at the locks, especially 
in the summer time, because it would save the water, 
and then it would save the lock gates from getting banged 
about with boats as they are at present. The boatmen 
do not care what they do. 


:i/r, J. J. 
Fht ’iogan. 

Ciniai. 
1 Ocf. 1906. 
Boat <wn?rs. 
•State of 
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1302fl. Do you not think the want of the presence of 
the look-keeper is partly the cause of the state of the 
jock gates ? — T do think so ; it has a lot to do with it. 

13030. Are you dissatisfied with the tolls ? — Yes, I am 
diasatiafied. 

13031. Do you think they make them too heavy fo^ 
the bye-tradera ? — I give a case in point. When my 
boats were jumting to Corbiilly, all the Curragh coal 
from the time the c.vnal was made always went by canal 
to a place called Corbally Harbour, about five miles from 
the Curragh, and, to enable the boats to compete with 
the railwa5% the canal company alwaj's gave a rebate. 
The general toll is Od. and they used to give a rebate of 
3d. or 4d. a ton to enable the boatmen to work against 
tlie railway. That toll has been increased now 4tL and 
just debars the boatowners on the canal from reaping 
the benefit from the traffic. Tho consequence is that 
7,000 to 8,000 tons of coal is lost in the year that was 
carried by the boatowners on the canal, which was a great 
benefit to them. It was a severe blow to the boatowners 
on the canal to lose all the Curragh coal. 

13032. Do you also complain of the state of the dry 
docks aud the arrangements for the boats ? — Yes. 

13033. Y’ou think tlieyouglit to be put in proper order ? — 
Yes. 

Dock dues. 13034. Do you tiiink the dock dues are too high ? — 
Yes. I do think that when the boat leaves the docks 
the charge should cease ; when the boat is on the blocks 
I do not think the charge is enormous, but when the 
boat lies outside I do not tliink any charge shonld be 
made at all. At present when a boat makes room for the 
nest boat to come in, I think it is the experience that 
the oomnany charges 2s. a da.y for the boat which is out- 


13035. What system of control of canals for the future -Hr. J. J. 
are you in favour of ? — I would be in favour of a State Flanagan, 
system of control certainly. Boat-oxenar, 

,r.. . , „ Grand Canal. 

IdOSo. (Sir John Dorington.) ^Vhat would the raiiwavs 

say if all the canals bec.amo State owned — the State 1 Oct. 1906. 

competing against the railways ? — I do not know how 

that would be, but I think it would be far better for the 
people of the country anyhow ; it would encourage in- 
dustries and encourage agriculture to a greater extent 
tiecause there would he better facilities given and cheaper 
rates given. 

13037. Perhaps you think the railways had better 
become State railways too ? — I would not say that ; 

I do not go into that question. 

13038. [Mr. Killick.) Have the dock charges remained 
the same ever since you were in the employ of the Com- 
pany, or have they been raised 1 — They are the some ; 
they have not been increased. They are the same charges 
since I come on the canal. The3’ have not been increased 
or decreased. 

13039 Y’ou think they ought to be diminished ? — 

Yes, I think the boat should not be charged for u-hen she 
comes off the blocks. 

13040. [Mr. Waldron.) What conditions have arisen 
lately to make it different from what has gone on for 
fifty yeois ? It has not been a very burning grievance 
all these years ? — No, that is only one point, but the 
cleansing of the canal is the chief thing, and the fixing of 
the tolls. 

Thf. Wilnm withdreu-. 

The Com.mwiioti Adjourned- 


TWE NTY-FO U RTH DAY. 


Txusday, 2nd October, 1906. 


At Dublin. 


The Right Hon. Lord Shdttleworth (in the Chair). 

L. A. Waujron, Esq., M.P. 

R. C. H. Davison, Esq. 

J. P. GRiFFinr, Esq. 

A. J. Heebeetson, Esq. 

H. F. Killick, Esq. 

M. J. ilcfCH, Esq. 

W. B. Duffieijd, Esq. (Secretary). 

E. B. Dtinwoody, Esq, [Assistant Secrslary). 

■Mr. H. Egan, Mr. M. P. O' Brim, Mr. J. P. Maeguire, Mr. E. Eayden, Mr. P. McKenna, 

Mr. J. .4. Hannon, Mr. Wm. Field, M.P., Mr. C. U. Bingham, Dr. O'Ryan. 


The Right Hon. Lord Kenyon. 

The Right Hon. LohIBeassev. G.C.B. 

The Right Hon. Sir John E. Doeinotos, Bart. 
SitPEANCis J. S. Hopwood, K.C.B..C.M.G. 
William J. Crosslzy, Esq., 5I.P. 

Henry Vivian, Esq., M.P. 


ITr. HBaiBY Egan, called in ; and Examined. 


King’s 

(^Oflnty 

foBneil. 

Ifhh canal 
‘.'rtem. 


(Cerfatn of the statements handed in by Witness are 'printed 
as Appendix No. 3.) 

13041. [Chairman.) Y’ou are Chairman of the County 
Council of King’s County ? — Y'es. 

13042. And you live at TuUamore ? — Yes. 

13043. You speak particularly about the district of 
King’s County between Edendeny and Shannon Harbour ? 
—Yes. 

13044. And that is served by the Grand Canal ? — Yes. 

13046. A resolution was passed by your County Council 
on June 26th of this year appointing you to give 
evidence before this Commission ? — That is so. 

13046. What in your opinion is the principal defect 
in the Irish canal system ? — I think the principal defect 
in tie Grand Canal is the slowness of the traffic ; the 
numerous locks cause great delay. If greater speed could 
be attained by means of electric motors or other power. 


I believe the canal would be much more used than it is. 

There is also an insufficient supply of water in the summer 5^""’ 

months, which prevents boats taking their full comple- 

ment of loading. Coiin^. 

13047. You spoke of the locks causing great delay ; 2 7qr^ 

is there more delay at the locks than is necessary ? c- la w. 

I am not able to say that ; I daresay there is not not 

that I am aware of. 

13048. You have no complaint as to the way the locks 
are managed ?— I have never heard any complaint 
to that effect. 

13049. Have you anything to say about the bridges over 
the canal ? — Yes, the bridges over the oanal are a great 
hindrance to the road traffia ; they were built over 100 
years ago and are quite obsolete, and unsulted to the 
requirements of the present day. They are exceedingly 
steep, the gradient in some cases being as great as 1 in 
5. Accidents are of frequent occurrence on these bridges. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


34 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Mr. a. Egnn, 
King's 
Couny 

2 Oat. 10,i6. 

Grand Canal 
bridges. 


^'eed for 
■enlargement. 


tribulions. 


and they are exceedingly dangerous. I myself lost a 
hoi'se on one occasion in consequence of the steepness of 
the bridges and the unprotected state of the embank- 

13050. Is there any other defect in those bridges besides 
the steepness of the gradient ? — The road sometimes 
approaches the canal at a very acute angle, which adds 
considerably to the difficulty, especially of heavily-laden 
veliides crossing the bridge. There are two of these 
bridges at two of the principal approaches to the town 
of Tullamore, and they constitute a petmanent obstacle 
to free traffic in addition to the danger to the men and 
horses. I am quite confident that the local authorities 
would contribute a fair share to remedy this state of 
affairs. 


13051. Are these bridges in a position where it would 
be possible to improve the gi-adient and to improve the 
angle ?— I think myself that the only remedy would be 
to have draw -bridges instead of the present bridges, 
which could be opened and closed to let the boats through. 

13052. I suppose the traffic is not so great that a 
moveable bridge would not answer all purposes 1 — I think 
a moveable bridge would suit ; I think it is the only 
remedy. I do not think it would be possible to lemedvit 
in any other way. 

13053. Is there any other defect which hinders the 
development of traffic ?— Yes, there is another defect 
which I think could be easily remedied which hinders the 
development of traffic locally and otherwise, and that is 
the want of facilities for the free interchange of traffic 
between the canal and raUways. Although the Grand 
t’anal system is crossed in several places bv the Great 
bouthem and W estem Railwav, there are no facilities for 
the quick transference of goods from one to the other and 
they have to be carted at considerable expense. I hod on 
one occasion to pay Is. per ton to get harlev carted from 
rail to canal at Portarlington, while with proper aiTangc- 
ments for transfer the cost should not exceed Id. per ton. 

13054. Is there any need for new wateiwavs or the en- 
largement of the e-risting canals ?— 1 think the only thinv 
nece^ary would be to deepen the canal and get a better 
supply of water as far as our district is concerned IVe 
have connwtion already with the sea at Dublin, Limerick 
and W.Mrtord, It tvould not in nty opinion be neco.: 
sary to construct new or to enlarge existing waterways. 

13^ Have you considered what depth the canal 
slmuld be ? — I think about 4 feet 6 in. if it was main- 
tained would be sufficient for the present traffic. 

13056. We had evidence yesterday that the canal 
originally was of that depth ? — Yes. 

13057. And your wish would be that it should be 
restored to that ’—Kept to that. 

13a>8. Is the district of which yon speak one of those 
in which there are many bogs f-Oh, yes, there are a 
large quantity of bogs m the King's County. 

13059. Do you ^ any insuperable difficulty about 
deepening the canal where it passes through the boss 
I am not an ex^rt ; there may be a difficulty ; I could 
not say. That is a question for an engineer. 

IJ^O Woffid you favour any -local contribution to- 

warcLs the attainment of improvements ’ Excent in 

the matter of the bridge. I do oot thiok that the dbHct 
councils or the county councils would agree to further 
taxawoa to My carrying company, railway or canal. The 
Barony of Ganycastle, through which the canal runs is 
H p «the £ towards 

M which amounts to over 

1.1,430 annually, and the guarantee continues for twenty, 
seven years more. I am sure the people of the district 
would not coi^nt to any further taxation of a similar 
kind, while those ontside the district served would 
naturaUy object that it was of no benefit to them. 

13W1. Are the other baronies of your county bnrdened 
1*? speaking simply of the Barony 

of Garr^Mtle .—The Barony of Garrycastle is the only 
one. hut the canal goes ngut through that barony. 

13'i62. Yes, but it also goes through others ; Tnllamore 
for instance is in the Barony of Baljycowan ?— Yes. 

130^. A^ the canal passes through several other 
0^7 Jmprovement that you suggest beSs 
the bridges to which yon think a contribnHM might 


made is the deepening of the canal to 4 ft. 6 in. ? Yea, 

I do not think the local bodies would expend any money 
on that either. 

13064. 5Iay I ask are you interested at all in the question hinkins-ti 
of linking up the canal system of Ireland ; for example, «anai 
making the Shannon communication more complete by 
reviving or completing the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell 
Canal ? — I do not think that would affect our district at 
all ; I do not think there would be any traffic to carry 
between our district and the district you mention. 

13065. There are other proposals, for instance, to 
connect Longh Allen with the sea and then complete the 
Shannon connection with the west coast ; would that 
interest your district ? — I do not think that would benefit 
us at all ; we are already connected with the sea by 
Limerick. ■' 

13066. Then Balliiuisloe is not very far from Galway ? 

— No. 

13007. Has there been much talk about connecting 
Ballinasloe with Galway ?— I have not heard anythinc 
about it. “ 

13068. With respect to carriers, what do you say ? Carrier? 
Do you like the system under which the Grand Canal 
Company are themselves carriers ? — ^Yes, I think the 
body controlling the waterway would be the most suit- 
able to have the carriage of goods. At the same time I 
would not approve of closing the canal to private owmers 
of boats, as these have been found very useful in our 
district. The tolls, however, at present paid by these 
latter are in my opinion excessive and should be larcelv 
reduced. ^ 


x„yya. la uiaL lue view ot your County Council ? — 

Inat IS the view of the County Council I am quite certain. 

13070. Are you speaking of any particular class of 
goods ? Where are the tolls felt to be most oppressive 
—on what class of goods ’—Every class of goods, the 
tolls generally that they charge. 

13071. Have you any complaints of the tolls on the Tolls. 
Shannon ?— I understand that they are excessive also • 
the canal company complains of the charges they have 
to pay the Board of Works I think it is. Personally 
1 do not know anything about them. 

13072. Is there much trade from King’s County down 
the Shannon to Limerick ?— Yes. 

13073. You do not hear much complaint ?— I do not. 

13074. Do you think that if there were a national canal Bffeot of 
system, either niider amalgamated or local or State uffiform 
control, there would be any good effect upon the charge control, 
for carriage m your trades ?— Yes, I would look for a 
large Ruction in the present rates and tolls, and the 
estab^Wnt of an improved national canal system 
shou d have a very beneficial effect upon the general 
development of the trade and agriculture of the district 
served. At present there does not seem to be any fixed 
prmcipb adopted m arranging rate and toll, with the 
TMult that some places are much more favourably treated 
than others, and that in fact expediency ratlier than 
p^iple seems to be the guiding rule. Some places 
where there happens to be railway competition enjoyed 
preferential ratM over others not so favourably placed. 

For i^tanee. the rate for malt from Rathangan to James 
Street Harbour, a distance of thirty-flve miles is 5s. 6d- 
per ton. 

I-Neiu' Kildaro-nbout 
.a mto from Md.ro b, rori. The r.t, f„r mdt from 
Eothragan to s„„t Hmboor, . diManoo otthirly- 

Scb“Ko57o=. tto— ' 

itb??!;.'' " Mm.st.roT.li !_Oa tbo railw.v, 

St oo tb. r.ilw,y. Altbooilr 

m mtlM forth,, by the o.o.l the r.to i. only 4o. 9d. pot 

oost me .bool aO more Ihu, d 1 b.d hod lb. good fortooe 

mihl' f Monasteroviin which h oil 

miles further from Dublin, 

13077. is a malting business ’ Yes I hav« 

mailings at Rathangan, and also at Tullamore. ' 

Cm.L'l'tbSf.“ ““ »« ‘'if 

canal, J. think ?— The malting trade— y&s. 
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13079. Can you give any other instances of anomalies 
in rates ? — Yes, I have just a fev instances here ; from 
TuDamore to Janies Street Harbour the distance is fifty- 
eight miles ; the rate for grain is 6s. a ton and for malt 
6s. To the river, which is about two miles further on, the 
rate for grain is 7s. 3d. and for malt 7a, 3d. and 7s. 6d. 

13080. What is the reason of that t — I think it depends 
j;. on the quantity of the two rates ; a larger quantity would be 
taken for a little less, 

.A O’ 

13081. Then that is not quite fair comparison, is it? 

13082. {Sir Francis Hopicood.) Would they not give 
you the lower rate for the larger quantity if you applied 
for it ? — Certainly. 

13083. (Chairman.) I do not quite see the point of 
your contrast between the Gs. and the 7s. 3d. ? — There is 
no point at all, but if you compare the difierent rates, 
take Portarlington for instance, the rate for malt to James 
Street is 6s. ; to the river it is Os. lid. ; that is Is. lid. 
extra for two miles, a prohibitive rate apparently for 
Irish maltsters which keeps them from exporting their 
malt. 

13084, Is that for the same quantity ? — Yes; the same 
quantity. 

13086. What is the reason of that ; why should it he 
charged more ?— I do not know, there is such a lot of 
anomalies in the rates that it is impossible to account for 
them at all. 

13086- Is there equal railway competition ? — No, 
there is no railway competition in Rathangan ; there is 
however in Tullamore and Portarlington and also in 
Monas tetevan. 

13087. I suppose there is the same competition to the 
river as thefe is to James Street ? — No, I do not think so. 

13088. Is that the reason then ?— That may be the 
reason. 

13089. Have you any otlier cases you would like to 
state ? — From Tullamore to Rathangan the freight on 
grain is 6s. Gd. ; the mileage is thirty-nine miles, whilst 
from Rathangan to Dublin the rate for malt is also 6s. 6d. 
which is only thirty-five miles. 

13000. What is the reason of that ? — I think the chief 
reason is that Rathangan has no railway. 

13091. And from Portarlington to Rathangan have 
you got the rate ?— Yes, it is 3s. 3d. a ton from Portarling- 
ton to Rath angan , eleven miles, and Monasterevan, which 
is only six miles, it is 2s. 2d. a ton. 

13092. What is only si.x miles ? — Monasterevan to 
Rathangan. 

13093. And Tullamore to Rathangan is how much ?— 
5s. 6d. 

13094. And how many miles ? — Thirty-nine miles. 

13095. (Sir Francis Eopieood.) The railway does not 
serve Rathangan ? — No. 

13096. (Chairman.) You are entirely speaking of the 
rates which the Grand Canal Company charge you as 
carriers ; now with respect to tolls, have you any contrast 
to make ? — I have only one instance of tolls which came 
under my notice which I consider very excessive ; it is 
a charge from Vicarstown to Rathangan, a distance of 
fourteen miles. 

13097. Where is Vicarstown ? — Lower down the canal. 

13098. VTiat is the charge there for grain ? — Is. 4d. per 
ton for fourteen miles. 

13099. Is that so still ? — I got it reduced to Is. on 
one occasion. 

13100. Do you complain of the one shilling ? — I think 
Is. is too much. 

13101. Do you think that the policy is wrong ? Are 
you of opinion that if the tolls were more moderate there 
would be greater traffic ?— I am decidedly. 

18102. Do you think that the dividend of the Grand 
Canal Company would sufler by lowering the tolls ? — 
It is very likely they would ; I think it is quite possible 
they would. 

13103. Still, with an increased traffic they would not 
snfier very severely ? — I do not think they would, 
ultimately. 

336— ri. 


13104. And it would be good for the trade of King’s jfr s Eaan 
County ?— It would. 'Kings 

13105. As regards the system of control in the future 
for the canal system of Ireland, what would you suggest ? Couiieii. 
— I would prefer State control, which should in mv oji 1906 
opinion extend to the railways as well as the waterways. ” ' 

By “ State control ” I mean Irish State control exercised Control, 
by an elected Irish Parliament which would probably 
delegate its authority to some such body as the General 
Council of the County Councils of Ireland. 

13106. You would not be in favour of more local 
control ?— I would not. I do not think local control 
would work well ; it would be too much divided. 

13107. I suppose you are of opinion that the present 
system is too much divided ; what you really want is 
unity in the canal system ? — Exactly. 

13108, Therefore you would prefer that the canal 
system should be under one central body 1 — 1 would. 

13109. If State control were established, what part 
(if any) would the local authority which you represent 
be ready to take within its district in connection with 
such control ! — If State control were established such 
as I have indicated I have no doubt the local bodies 
would be prepared to co-operate in its working so fav 
as possible ; I fear, however, that the King’s County 
Council would not care to undertake any large financial 
responsibility. 

13110, Are you able to throw any light on the question Uan'iage by 

which is preferable, for example, in your trade the '’*>'1 

carriage of goods Ijy water, by rail, or by road ? The 

cost of conveyance by road is about Gd, per ton per mile ; 
but road cartage is only used locally for short distances 
up to about twenty miles. The rates by canal and rail 
do not differ much. They are generally somewhat less 
by canal. The principal classes of goods carried by canal 
are coal, grain, malt, timber, building materials, potatoes, 
beer, artificial manures and heavy goods generally. 

These are mostly consigned to and from the local tradere. 

Farmers, as a rule, do not make much use of the canal. 

There is, however, a considerable quantity of barley, 
oats and potatoes conveyed locally during" the harvest 
season. 

13111. Has the system of co-operation among fanners 
for the purpose of purchasing what they want on their 
farms come at all into activity in King’s County ’ — It 
has not developed very much in King's Countj’ yet. 

18112. Is thei-e any movement in that direction 1 — 

Y’es, I am aware that there is a society formed for the 
purpose ; they buy their own manures. 

13113. Are you able to judge whether there would be 
a greater use made of the Grand Canal if there were more 
co-operation amongst farmers ? — I am quite certain 
there would be. 

13114. Is a considerable quantity of bricks conve}’etl ? 

— Yes, from a place called Rahaa, beyond Tullamore. 

13116. Is that sent to Dublin? — Y’es, principally to 
Dublin, and, of course, to other places too. 

1SI16. Is there much trade in peat ? — Yes, peat moss 
litter. 

13117. Is that a considerable trade ? — No, it is not 
very large. 

13II8. Do you think it would be an advantage for that 
trade if larger boats could be used or larger loa^ carried? 

— I believe it would. 

13119. There is also “chop” for horse feeding? 

Yes, there is a chop factory in Tullamore, and a con- 
siderable quantity of chop for horse feeding is carried by 
canal from Tullamor^. “ Chop ” is a mixture of hay 
and oats for horse feeding. 

13120. (Lord Brassty.) You spoke about the incon- 
venience arising from the old-fashioned bridges which 
went across the canals, and you suggested draw-bridges ; 
how would you propose that the draw-bridges should be 
worked ? Would the persons using the draw-bridges 
work them themselves ? — There should be a person at 
each bridge to control and work it. 

13121. You recognise that would be expensive ? — 

Quite so. 

13122. Are j’ou well acquainted with the Grand Canal ? 

— Fairly well. 

E2 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Mr.H. Egan, 13123. As a man of business, how do you think the 
Aijig 3 canal is worked from the point of view of administration ? 

^unel'l — ^ tldnk it is fairly well worked. 

13124. Do you think considerable economies might be 

2 Oet. 1906. made in the management of the canal if it was in the 

hands of the State ? — I have no doubt there would be ; 

the staff probably could be reduced, and matters could 
be simplified if one body had the control of all the canals 
in Ireland. 

1312a. You believe that the reduction of the tolls 
would be a great advantage to the trade of the country ?— 
1 believe it would. 

13126. And if the waterways conld be used free of 
charge it would be a still greater advantage ? — Un- 
doubtedly. 

13127. (.Vr. Ttnan.) In your evidence you suggest 
that your own local authority would not care to contri- 
bute largely, if at aU, to the cost of making these im- 
provements ? — Except in the matter of bridges, I do not 
think they would contribute. 

1312S. You also said that the outside people would 
naturally object because they would not gain 1 Yes. 

13129. Where does that land us ? Who do you surest 
should contribute ? — The State ; I think they should be 
purchased by the State. 

13130. Are they not outside people ?— I do not rhinl- 
they are. 

13131. We ace all connected viith the State ?— It 
should be a State matter ; it should be purchased by 
the State, and the local bodies should not be asked to 
contribute. 


Tranship- 


i 


13132. The term “ State,” as I understood you a little 
later on, applied to the Irish State ?— Yes, I would expect 
that the present English Government would purchase 
the railways and canals and hand them over free to the 
Irish State, because theyowe a considerably larger sura of 
money to Ireland than it would take to purchase the rail- 
ways and canals from the amount of over-taxation which 
has been taken from this country in the last hundred 
years. I think there is about £200,000,000 of money 
due ti) Ireland. 

13133. (Jlr. Dawson.) Did you speak of the depth of 
the canal or the draught of the barges as 4 feet 6 in. ? 
—I understood the depth of the canal was 4 feet 6 in. 

13134. I understood yesterday that the draught of 
the barges was 4 feet 6 in. in old times !— I may have 
taken it up -BTongly, but I thought it was the depth of 
the canal. 


13135. As to the transhipment of which you spoke 
at a penny per ton. how would that take place ? 1 ex- 

pect there should be a siding made from the railway to 
the canal and some arrangements made to drop the 
goods from the waggons into the boats. 

13136. To shoot them into the boats ? Yes. 

13137. From overhead, I suppose ?— I fancy it would 
be from overhead. 

13138. Do you send peat litter by the canal ?— Yes 
peat litter is sent from Rahan by 5Ir. Sherlock, a maker 
of peat moss litter there. 

13139. How do yon account for the importation of 
peat moss litter into Ireland from Holland ?— I suppose 
it is the cheap sea freight. 

13140. That is done against canal traffic ? Yes I 

expect the freight on the canal is very much higher than 
the ship for peat moss Otter, but I do not know what it is. 

13141. How much lower has the canal rate to be than 

the r^way rate to induce you to' send goods by canal ’ 
—Of course, for heavy goods, which are the principal 
thing, they should be about 10 per cent, lower by the 


13142. (Chairman.) Do 1 understand you to say that 
if the rates were 10 per cent, lower you would give the 
preference to the canal !— As a matter of fact, Sey are 
for some particular merchandise at present about 10 per 
cent lower on the canaL ^ 


» to give the pre- 


13143. ^ that enough to induce v 
ferenee to the canal ? — Yes, it is. 

13144. (Jfr. GriffHh.) Would you explain to us the 
working of this State control you speak of ? As I under- 


stand your answer to Jlr. Vivian, it means that the present 
Government was to hand over the canals in their present 
condition to Ireland ? — That is my suggestion. 

13145. And that they be managed by a State Depart- 
ment in Ireland, no matter how constituted ? — Yes. 

13146. A considerable amount of improvement would 
have to be be carried out in these canals ? — I believe that 
is so. 


13147. There would be considerable cost in mainten- 
ance, I fancy, in the early years, at any rate, before the 
tolls began to pay sufficiently J — Quite possible. 

13148. How are those funds to be raised ? — Of course, 
there should be some rates ; the freights would be sufficient 
to pay for the cost of management, atoll events ; they ate 
at present pa)ung a very good dividend, 4 per cent, ou 
the capital. 

13140. You are only speaking of one canal when you 
say that ? — The Grand CanaL 

13150. But there are other canals in Ireland not doing 
so well ; if they are taken over in their present condition 
a considerable amount of money would have to be raised 
and expended, and this State Department in Ireland 
would have to get that money ? — They would. 

13151. Would you approve of a general taxation over 
Ireland for that purpose ? — I would. 

13152. Then King’s County would pay its *liare ?— Loeal 5^^. 
A small proportion, provided the taxation was not too tribatiooi 
heavy ; 1 suppose it would be very small spread over the 
whole country. * 

13153. I noticed you mentioned that the railways 
as well as the canals should be taken over by the State. 

In that case I presume you t hink some of the canals might 
be reasonably closed ! — Possibly. 

13154. (Ifr. Waldron.) I take it that it is only if it was 
done by the State that you propose that the bridges should 
be altered j you do not in the existing circumstances 
think that the Canal Company or the Coimty Councils 
could substitute for their present bridges swing or swivel 
bridges ? — I do not think they could. 

13155. There are 120 public roads crossing the canal 
by bridge ?— I think there should be some State help 
to do that too. 


13156. (Chairman.) I suppose it would be most im- 
portant to alter them where they were in such a position 
as you mentioned at the entrance to a town like TuUa- 
more ! — It would be of the greatest possible importance. 

13167. If ^ose were altered where there was a consider- 
able population, that would he what you would be most 
anxious for ? — In remote districts, where there is very little 
traffic, it would not be so necessary, of course. 

13158. You do not propose that they should be altered 
throughout the whole of King’s County ?— No, there are 
some places where it would not be necessary. 

13159. What you specially called attention to wa» 
the necessity of altering them at TuUamoie ?— Yes. 

13180. (Mr. Crosaleg.) Are the facilities for loading and v 
unloa^g as good on the canal as on the railways ?— I do 
not think they are. ““ ' 

13161. How do you load your malt into the canal, does 
a biwt come alongside the warehouse ?— No, not with us - 
we have to draw the malt to the canal harbour in Tulla- 
more in Rathangan, I have a proper wharf of mv 
OTO there. I wanted the Canal Company to put up a 
^ed to cover the boat while it was being Ioaded.bat 
they declined to do so unless I paid them 6 per cent, 
on the outlay, which I do not think quite fair to ask. 

13162. I may take it that there is an advantage to the- 
railway wbch do not get that traffic in the mero loadinc 
as far as the canal is concerned ?— 1 should 

think there is. 

13163. (Chairman). In the caaa of the railways do you 
load under cover or not ’-Always under cover, but we 
hardly ever send malt by raU ; we dways send it by canal. 

1 railway you would 

load under cover ?— Yes. 

13165. Did 1 understand yon that in both places where 
you load on the canal you have to cart to the canal !— 


^fference in rates whioh induces you 
sJ^ys to s^d It by canal ?-No. we sell all to Me^rs. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


37 


i.'ois[JaiDts- 
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13167. Tbey are conveoiently situated mth regard 
to the Graad Canal and not so conveniently situated with 
regard to the Great Southern and Western Railway ? — 
That is so. 

13168. (Mr. Killkk.) As regards the bridges, I suppose 
they are the old bridges which were erected when the 
canal was made ? — They are. 

13169. They arc suitable tor the canal but inconvenient 
for the public ? — They are good enough for the canal 
• but not for the road trafBc. 

13170. Supposing a large sum of money were expended ; 
from whatever source it might come, in various improve- 
ments of the Irish canals, deepening and standardising, and 
so forth, do you think the trafhc on the canals so improved 
would earn a sufficient revenue to pay interest upon the 
money laid out ? — That is a very difficult question to 
answer ; I really could not undertake to answer that ; 

I would want to be a bit of a prophet. 

13171. Have you any opinion on the subject ? — I do 
not think there is sufficient trade in the country to warrant 
a very large outlay on the canal. I think it would be very 
bard to develop a very large trade. 

13172. They do not seem to have been very profitable 
in the past ? — No ; most of them have not been. 

13173. (Sir Francis Hofxvood). Have you made com- 
plaints on behalf of the County Council as regards these 
high rates and tolls of wliieh you speak ? — Yes, they 
have been complained of very often. 

13174. To the canal company? — No, we have not 
approached the canal company direct, but general com- 
plaints have been made by members of the County Council. 

13175. They complained that the charges were too 
high ? — Yea, both the rail and canal charges. 

13176. Both for tlie carriage on goods of individual 
members of the County Council and on the County Council 
goods ? — We do not get much goods ; the County Council 
does not get anything worth talking about. 


13177. No stone and so on ? — No. q Egan 

13178. Have you not some means by which you can King's 
make complaints through the Board of Agriculture ? — I 
dare say ; it has been frequently spoken of at meetings 

of theCountyCouncil, and there havebeenfrequentresolu- -2 jgoo. 

tions passed and sent to the Department. ' 

13179. But no action has been taken ? — I never heard 
that anything accrued from it. 

13180. You took individual action in one ease ? — In 
several cases ; I only gave you one or two. 

13181. And with success ? — Yes ; as a matter of fact, 
wo have frequent negotiations with the canal and railway 
companies in the matter of rates, and generally they meet 
us very fairly. 

13182. Is it your opinion that the canal rates and 
the railway rates are much in excess of what they ought 
to bo 1 — I think they are — the local rates particularly. 

13183. What do you mean by the local rates ! — The 
rates from town to town and from inland towns to Dublin 
compared with tlirough rates from England and other 
places. 

13184. You think that in order to satisfy the require- 
ments of the traders in Ireland there would have to be 
a very substantial reduction both in canal and railway 
rates ? — 1 should say so. 

13185. You would cut it down by half? — If possible. 

13186. Or even three-quarters ? — Better still. 

13187. (Mr. Crossley.) With regard to these rates you 
have given us from Portarlington to Tullamor© and so on, 
are these the rates charged by the canal company them- 
selves for carrying the goods ? — The canal company 
themselves. 

13188. .And these rates include both carriage and 
toll ? — Yes. 

Tltt IFifneas \cilkdrew. 


Mr. Michael Paul O’Brien, called in ; and ExamineJ. 


(Certain of the Statements handed hy Witness are printed 
as Appendix No. 4.) 

13189. (Chainnan.) You, also, are a member of the 
King’s County Council ? — I am. 

13190. Have you heard the evidence given by Mr. 
Egon ? — Yes. 

13191. Do you generally concur in it ? — In most points 
1 do. 

13192. Would you state any points which you would 
like to pub rather differently ? — If you do not mind I 
would prefer to give my own evidence in my own way if 
that would do as well. 

13193. It is rather difficult as 1 have not got any 
proof of your evidence before me ? — Not expecting to be 
called at the early stages of this Commission I was quite 
unprepared to give evidence when I received a wire on 
Wednesday morning asking me to present myself for 
examination to-day. I consequently had little oppor- 
tunity to go into particulars ns regards this inquiry, so 
my evidence must be more of a general than of a particular 
nature, and if I have to refer to other modes of transit 
besides the waterways, I will ask the members of this 
Commission to understand it is only by way of illustra- 
tion, and with the object of making my meaning more 
clear. In my opinion the initial step towards the im- 
proving of the waterways of Ireland is file same as I would 
apply to the railways of Ireland, that is that they should 
be all nationalised. I believe no scheme for the im- 
provement of tie carrying companies in Ireland would 
be feasible unless formulated under State control, and 
worked under direct Government administration. In 
the first place, no great improvement can be expected 
from the present governing bodies of the great transit 
corporations in Ireland, as I do not believe that any of 
the existing Irish companies could bear any considerable 
extra outlay or increased expense on their earnings, 
and they are hardly in a position as at present situated 
to effect sufficient economy to counterbaJance any largely 
increased expenditure. 

13194. Are you speaking there mainly of the canal 


companies, or are you speaking also of the railway com- jj/r. j/. p 
panies ? — I am speaking mainly of the canal companies O'Brien, 
but I am introducing the railway companies as well, as I King’s 
stated in the beginning I would have to introduce other County 
means of carrying to illustrate my meaning. In the OouncU. 
second place, to look for any help from county councils 
or corporated bodies in Ireland would mean imposing a ” 
further drain on an already overtaxed people, whose 
representatives, I believe, would strenuously oppose 
any further burden being placed upon them. State 
ownership, self effort of existing companies, or local 
control appear to suggest the headings from one of which 
to expect improvement. For the reasons I have already 
given it is my opinion that before any improvement can 
be effected in the waterways of Ireland, these waterways 
must be purchased by the State. You may ask me how 
can the State afford to do this ! Is it not an unreasonable 
demand ? I do not profess to know anything about 
State or Corporation finance, but it strikes me 
(as the man in the street} that having passed the necessary 
laws empowering them to do so, the Government would 
have very little trouble or outlay in exchanging with 
the holders of all stocks in Irish carrying companies, 
Government transit scrip to the value of the stocks 
presently in the bands of the shareholders. Shareholders 
I have no doubt would gladly exchange their present 
holdings for a Govemmenb secured stock. It may also 
be asked could one Board govern the working of all the 
canals and shipping companies connected with the water- 
ways of Ireland ? In reply to which it is only necessary 
to say that there are individual railway companies in 
England deding with more mileage than the mileage 
of all the Irish railway companies put together ; and 
if this applies to railways why not more so to canals ? 

The Board of the Great Western of England deals with 
5,789 miles, while the 4,214 miles of raSway in Ireland 
are managed by sixteen distinct companies and boards. 

The carrying companies amalgamated under one manage- 
ment, as the Post Office (itself a carrying Department) is, 
i70uld immediately effect a great saving in the controDing, 
directing, managing and working expenses, besides many 
other economical reforms which it would be impossible 
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Mr. M. P to bring about under a S5’stem of private owneisbip. 
0 Bricn, Supernumerary stafi expenses would be got rid of, and 
* wasteful competition would be abolished ; harmony would 
exist throughout the carrying stysteni of Ireland ; better 
_____ transit facilities would be offered to the pubhc ; and the 
2 Oct. 1906. would have performed one of its obhgationa to the 

country by removing the principal barrier that blocks 

the progress of the Irish trader and agriculturist. As 
is generally known, there is a howl of discontent on the 
part of the people against the rates levied by all carrying 
companies in Ireland, and the want of success in reviving 
the industries of Ireland is largely attributed to the 
prohibitive inland freights. This may be a fact or it may 
not be, but I will put a few illustrations before you 
wliieh will go to show that there must be a certain 
amount of truth in the allegation. I hvc at the town of 
Edcnderry, and I have based my figures on that town, 
which is thirty-seven miles from Dublin. Flour is carried 
from London to Edenderry by the Grand Canal Company, 
at a through rate of 30s. per ton, a distance of 371 miles : 
while the canal rate from Dublin to Edenderry, a distance 
of thirty-seven m;les, is 4s. 3d. per ton. The railway 
company for a similar service charge 30s. lOd. from 
London, and 6s. od. from Dublin. London is ten times 
the distance from Edenderry that Dublin is, and yet the 
rate to London is only seven times as much as the rate 
from Dublin to Edenderry by canal, and by the railway 
only four and three-quarter times the amount. The 
through rate for flour from Liverpool to Edenderry by 
canal, a distance of 175 miles, is lOs. lid. for three-ton 
lots, or Us. lid. for smaller lots, while the freight from 
Dublin as already stated is 4s. 3d. The railway charge 
is 11s. 6d. from Liverpool, and 6s. 5d. from* Dublin. 
Liverpool is four and three-quarter times the distance of 
Dublin from Edenderry, and the freight is only two and 
three-quarter times as much as the freight from Dublin. 
The canal companies’ through rate for flour from Glasgow 
262 miles, is 12s. 6d., and from Dublin as before, 4s. 3d., 
railway rate 13s. 4d. and 6s. 3d. Glasgow is over seven 
limes the distance from Edenderry that Duhiin is, and yet 
flour is carried by canal for three times the amount from 
Glasgow that it is carried to Edenderry from Dublin. 
Other classes of merchandise ace carried at somewhat 
similar disproportionate rates, as the following quotations 
will show. Take iron from Glasgow to Edendeny, 262 
miles, rate by canal is 20s. 10d.,and by rail it is 15s. lOd. 

13195. (.Sir Fraruia BopuxKtd.) In one-ton lots ?— No, 
insix-ton lota. 

13196. In all oases ’—Yes, in all cases. Iron from 
Liverpool to Edendeny, 175 miles, by canal it is 13s. 4d., 
and by rail 20s. ; from Leeds, 273 miles, by canal. 
It is 26s. Sd.. and by rail 37s. 6d., while from Dublin 
which is only thirty-seven and a quarter miles it is 5s. lOd 
by canal, and 9s. 2d. by rail. Timber is carried from 
Liverpool to Edenderry, 175 miles, by canal at 12s. Sd. 
and by rail at 13s. 6d. ; from Carlisle, 329 miles, it is 
24s. 2d. by canal and 33s. by rail j from Glasgow, 262 
miles, the rate by canal is 20s. lOd. and by rail 25s., while 
from Dublin, thirtv-seven miles, hv canal Jt. 4g 
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from Dublin, thirty-seven miles, by canal 
over one ton and 5s. lOd. under £ 

13197. (Chairman.) Will you kindlv put in your 
figures and I will examine them afterwards ? — Very well • 
I will hand in the other figures I was about to quote! 


The figures I have given prove the inland ra^ ui 
Ireland to be excessive and out of all proportion to 
cross (^aMel through rates, and go to show that 
either the Irish carrying companies are feasting on their 
inland or home traffic to the detriment of home trade 
and industry, or else the English carrying companies 
are squeezing the life out of the Irish companies to swell 
their own coffers, or else work cheaper on their own ground 
and here arises the necessity for State control, with power 
to make equitable rates all round. That the waterways ate 
a great help to commerce is proven by the success of the 
3Ianchester Ship Canal ; that the numerous lakes and 
rivers of Ireland offer special advantages for the develop, 
ment of waterways is a fact too well known to cbc,! 


waterways is a fact too well known to need any 
coi^ent from me. The Shannon, for instance, which is 
a tidal river from the sea to Limerick, couH be adopted 
for sea-gomg sl^ up as far as Lanesborough, if the locks 
^tween Limenek and Killaloe, which are ordinary canal 
j enlarged to the size of those between Killaloe 

and Athlone. 


13198. Vrliere on the Shannon is Lanesboroueh ’ 
the top of Longh Ree. * 


-At 


13199. How large vessels do you think might get to 
Lanesborough — how muca tonnage ? — I have not gone 
into the tonnage but mdinary sea-going trading vessels if 
these locks were enlarged could get up there. I deal with 
that later on. Lough Ree would then give a direct sea 
route as far as Lanesborough, or perhaps as far as Leitrim, 
(that is a good bit higher up). The designers originally 
must have had some idea of this sort (that is what I was 
referring to about the sea-going vessels or craft), or else 
why should they have made the larger locks between 
KiUaloe and Athlone, while the smaller ones were made 
nearer the sea ? Most likely the work was started with 
that intention, and a change of Government caused tlie 
plans to be altered, and thus added anotlier example to the- 
unfinished projects of Ireland brought about through 
change of Government. If I remember correctly, when 
the local anthovities were asked in 1897 to subsidise the 
Shannon Development Company, it was on the under- 
standing that the Treasury was to have miles of a 
railway constructed from Dromod to Rooskey, and 
joined with the Cavan and Leitrim Railway to bring traffic 
to the upper waters of the Shannon, thus connecting 
Belfast and the big towns of the north with the poorer 
towns in the body of Ireland. 

13200. You are speaking of a railway from one point to 
another : which are those points ?— I am speaking of 
from Rooskey to Belfast, the Cavan and Leitrim Railway. 

13201. Where is the point mentioned ? — Close to Laaes- 
borough, 2J miles away. 

13202. What were the miles of railway about which 
there was an understanding ? — 2J- miles, I understand. 

13203. Prom where to where ? — From the Cavan and 
Leitrim Railway to Rooskey ; Dromod, 1 understand, was 
the name of the place it was to be token from. 

13204. That would have had to cross the Shannon ? I 

do not think so. In connection with this matter I put 
in a letter WTilten in May, 1905, to the Iriak Times, by 
Mr. F. W. Crossley, whose widespread knowledge of all 
matters appertaining to Irish traffic is so well known. It 
: — “ Sir, — '-our leading article in to-dny’s issue on the 
subject of the scheme of the German Government t& 
connect the inland waters of Germany with the sea, will be 
read with particular interest in this country, where the 
inland waters are treated by our Government as a neg- 
ligible quantity. It may, perhaps, Interest your readers to 
know that a trifling expenditure of money would make the 
river Shannon navigable to sea-going vessels right tlirough 
the centre of the country (to -Athlone and beyond). The 
effect such a scheme would have upon the industrial re- 
sources of the central districts of Ireland needs no com- 
ment. It is not generally known that owing to the fact 
of the locks connecting the Atlantic with the Upper 
Shannon being about half the size of the inland locks, we 
are compelled to limit the design of our Shannon lake 
steamers. As another instance of the policy of the 
Government in this connection, it will, no doubt, shock 
those people who are earnestly endeavouring to develop 
this country’s industrial lesources to learn that notwith- 
standing the fact that the Government -are giving no 
assistance towards the maintenance of the Shannon lake 
steamers.” The rest of the letter deals with another 
matter in connection with the Boaitl of Works so I omit it 
In connection with this matter of the Shannon develop- 
^ Association being 

unable to use larger boats in consequence of the small 
Iiteks they lose 5 miles an hour in speed, which I understand 
Mr. Crossley has stated means the difference between 
profit and loss, as expenses would be relatively less 
-Another difui>lT-tm+.o.cr„ 


Another^ d^vantage under which this Association 
laboure is that an agreement with the Government was 
drawn up by the Board of Works debarring them from 
carrying cargo. This may have been done with the 
object of protecting some carrying company, but in the 
mean^e it works out to the detriment of traders. If 
the Shannon were made navigable in the way I say for sea- 
going vessels, goods could he transhipped and sent to 
Dublin from Shannon Harbour by the Grand Canal 
Compamw boats, and also by the Royal Canal from 
Richmond Harbour to Tarmonharry ; and an effective 
service would also he made with the principal 
towM. 1 believe the Grand Canal Company actually have 
smaU steamers pWng between Leitrim and Limerick, and 
teanship goods from and into trade boats at Shannon 
Harbour. So far I have spoken of navigation where there 
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would be outlay on enlarging locks. I did so as I think 
it a pity to have the Shannon shut off from sea-going 
ships, when with so little to be done to the locks it could 
be made navigable to Lough Ree, and large steamers 
could trade with the coal fields of Lough Allen which are 
143 miles from Limerick. The Shannon Navigation has 
branches to Boyle 8 miles, and Strokeatown 6 miles. 
The Shannon Navigation, which is under the control of the 
Board of Works, has about 130 miles of watenvay from 
Killaloe to Leitrim, including branches, suited for large 
steamers, and is only cut off from the sea coast by the 
fourteen miles or so from Limerick to Killaloe. With 
regard to the Grand Canal Company it is well to mention 
that besides trading westward as it does to Ballinasloe 
beyond the Shannon, it also goes southward to New Boss, 
the boats carrying as a rule, about 50 tons. This canal 
also has several small branches, one of which reaches toe 
Barrow river at Athy. The locks are 70 feet in length, 
and I believe would not accommodate larger boats than 
those that are trading at present. The Royal Canal which 
•also runs westward to toe Shannon is the property of toe 
Midland Great Western Railway Company, and it is un- 
necessary to say that it is not their interest to keep it in the 
best condition, having no boats of their own traefing on it, 
and depending for a return on the toils levied on hack 
boats. Other canals which would come under the scheme 
•of State purchase are Ballinamore and BaUyconnell 
Canals which unite Lough Erne to the Shannon at the 
town of Leitrim, the length of which is about 39 miles, and 
is made up of a series of lakes joined by canal outs. There 
‘is direct railway communication from Dublin to Carrick- 
on-Shannon at toe western end, and from Dublin, Belfast, 
and Dundalk, to Belturbet Junction near the eastern end. 
This Ballinamore Canal must be legaided as a most im- 
portant link oonneoting the northern with the southern 
navigation sy^stems. I understand this canal is now 
derelict, although it had locks 82 feet long, and 16 feet 
■6 inches wide. If it were reopened the Grand Canal 
•companies’ steamers could proceed to the Erne. The Erne 
navigation goes from Beleek to the River Finn via Ennis- 
killen and steamers can ply beween Belfast and Beleek 
through toe Ulster canals and under a proper scheme 
■could be connected with toe Shannon Navigation. The 
Ulster Canal referred to runs from upper Lough Erne to 
Blackwatertown ; and then there is the Upper Bann 
Navigation on the River Blackwater which joins the 
Ulster Canal at Moy to Lough Neagh about 3 miles, and 
the lower Bann Navigation about 33 miles connects 
Coleraine with Lough Neagh. The looks on the Lower 
Bann are of good dimensions, being 130 feet long and 
20 feet broad. The Lagan Navigation connects Belfast 


with Lough Neagh 26 miles, and the smallest lock is 69 feet jfr. j]f p 
long, and 16 feet broad. O’Bnen 

13205. We are taking evidence on all these different ' 

waterways from persons connected with them and I think Coutwtl 

it would be perhaps better if you gave any evidence you ' 

have to give on behalf of King’s County. You are giving -2 Oct 1906. 

us figures about these various canals which \ve shall have 

again. I am much obliged to you for taking the trouble. 

—I am giving general evidence, and I will refer to local 
evidence later on. 

13206. If there is any other evidence you wish to give 
on behalf of King’s County I think it would be better to 
proceed with it ?— -What I was endeavouring to deal with 
was to show that there might be an inland connection 
made between Belfast and Limerick, through the Mid- 
lands, which would materially benefit the King’s County. 

13207. That you have already stated and it is most Appendix 
interesting, and, of course, we see the importance of it. AhTj. 
Perhaps if you would put in the rest of your evidence Hiatemcnt 
we will judge how much of it we think it necessary to “• 
print ? — Thank you. 

13208. {Mr. GriiJitb.) The only question I have to ask of vessel 
you is : have you considered what size of vessel you for the 
propose that toe Shannon shall be navigated by ? — Sliaanon. 

I have not stated the size of vessel, but it would be a vessel 
of toe size that would be accommodated by toe present 
large locks. 

13209. Are not the locks of very varying capacity 
even on the Shannon J — As I stated the locks on the 
Shannon between Limerick and Killaloe are small ordinary 
canal locks and the ones above Killaloe to Athlone are 
targe locks which would accommodate sea-going croft. 

13210. One of them is 127 feet and there is one 142 feet, 
but the 127 feet would rule even the Shannon ? — Yes. 

13211. That would be only a small vessel. Do you 
contemplate small coasting vessels going up ? — Yes. 

13212. Not the oversea vessels ? — No. 

13213. It is simply the coasting trade, as feeders to the 
centre of Ireland and for distributing their produce ? — 

Quite so. 

13214. (Lord jBrassey.) You propose a large scheme of 
works for improving the canals ; have you any knowledge 
of what the probable cost would be of carrying out those 
works 7 — I have not gone into those figures ; that is a 
question for an engineer I should think. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mb. James P. Macguibe, called in ; and Examined. 


13215. (Chairman.) Do you represent the Roscommon 
County Council 7— Yes. 

13216. I am afraid in your case I have no notes of what 
you propose to say 7 — I regret I felt unable to furnish 
3’ou with a proof of the evidence 1 would be disposed to 
give. 

13217. You wish to tell us of the necessities of Ros- 
•common with respect to canals 7 — I would be very glad 
to make my best effort to tell you as briefly as I can^ 
There are no canalsin Roscommon County, and it is served 
in a sort of way by the Shannon which lies east of the 
•county from Lough Allen down to Athlone. 

13218. The Shannon borders Roscommon County for 
a very considerable distance ? — Yes, from Lough Allen 
to Athlone. 

13219. With respect to the branch of the Grand Canal 
to Ballinasloe, is Ballinasloe just on toe border of Ros- 
common 7 — Yes. It appooTS to me, in reference to any 
canal connection, that it would be desirable to enlarge 
about three miles of canal from Lei trim to Lough AUen so 
as to facilitate steam barges reaching Lough -Allen where 
those minerals, iron works, and coal fields are, so as to 
connect with Limerick along the whole river. Limerick 
should naturally be the great outlet and connection with 
the western seaboard for our county, and having such great 
natural facilities, such as the Shannon, it ought to be very 
cheap transit. As I understand from the gentleman who 
has been giving evidence a moment ago, the canal locks 


at the lower reach or end of the river are too small and not 
equal in size to the canal locks about Athlone and in the 
northern portion of the river. With regard to the boats Boscomtnol 
working at present, owned by the Grand Canal Company, CannOj 
I think there should be provision made for at least boats Council. 

of the same extent or tonnage to connect Limerick with 

all the rest of the Shannon. The other connection which - 

is of the highest importance according to my fancy between 

our county and England would be the Royal Canal. At 
present all the west of Ireland is chiefly ssTved by the 
Midland Great Western Railway, the management of 
which has given exceedingly great dissatisfaction to the 
public in my opinion, and they own the Royal Canal 
which connects Dublin with the Shannon at Tarraonbarry. 

13220. What trades and industries are carried on in 
the county of Roscommon ? — Chiefly grazing, and in 
all the poor districts of the county there is a consider- 
able population with mixed farming j toe rich lands 
ate generally in toe hands of graziers and 1 am one 
myself. 

13221. The whole population of the county is about 
100,000 ?— Yes. 

13222, Is there any populous town in the county 7 

Boyle is a populous town. 

13223. Bo}’!e is the only one, with a population of a 
little over 2,000 ?— And there are Castlereagh, Strokes- 
town, and Roscommon. 
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Council. io_La. Do the farmers co-operate at all for the pur- 

pose of bujing or selling ? — To some degree latterly. 

Oct. I£ i06. 13226. Is that movement increasing ? — It has been 

promoted to some degree latterly as regards creameries ; 
that is the chief thing — the luanufaotiire of butter. 

13227. There is no large trade in barley or anythioe of 
that sort ?— No. J i 6 

1322S. ^Tiat trade would you propose to send or to 
obtain by the Royal Canal ? — I conceive myself that if 
the Royal Canal was made navigable, such as I believe 
you will find canals in England and America, tliat is, 
available for boats of 50 or GO tons, and was kept clean, 
a very great change would be brought about. The 
traffic has been driven off it for the last forty years by 
the Midland Great Western Railway Company; it is 
filled with weeds. 


13229. What traffic would you get upon it ?— The 
corn traffic, the coal traffic, and anything of a heavy 
nature, and yon would get in my opinion merchandise 
ns well, because I recollect the time when there was a 
very substantial traffic in ordinary merchandise between 
Dublin and Longford. 

13230. In all that you are speaking of import traffic 
by the Royal Cana! to the counties of Longford and 


Roscommon ? — Yes. 

13231. 1^’ould you liave any export traffic fi-ora Ros- 
common ? — It depends on the future whether agricul- 


ture IS developed in the county in the manner that the 
people have au ambition about at present. It is a fur- 
reaching question- 

13232. Is the population of Roscommon diminishing ? 
— It has been diminisliing very rapidly. 

13233. Have you anything else j'ou wish to say ? 

I u-ish to say in relation to the Shannon that if this canal 
I surest was thrown open and made available for the 
genera) traffic to Lough Allen, it might lead to traffic 
there. Further down the river- between Rooskey and 
Dnimsna there are lakes, and if the Camadoe bridge was 
improved that controls the outlets from those lakes it 
would be very beneficial to the lands that have been 
flooded, and if you make a harbour within three miles of 
fetrokestown the people of Strokestown would have the 
advantage of using it for heavy traffic chiefly. 

13234. Is this Strokestown branch of the Shannon in 
good condition ?— No ; to approach it from the Shannon 
you have to pass through a bridge which is too small. 

13235. I am speaking of the existing navigation from 
btiokestown ’—There is no navigation from Strokes- 
town at present. 

p236. piere was a navigation about six miles lone ?— 
I do not know that it is navigable and it is hardly six 
miles either ; it is through the lakes and I thiTiP they 
are more or less debarred by this bridge. 


13237. Is that not used at all ’—Some boats bo o 
it, but there is no traffic on it. 


13238. mat sort of boats ?— I think the boats of 
the Board of Public Works are the only boats I know • I 
do not know if the Grand Canal Company have gone up. 

13239. What size are they ’—Barges of 30 or 40 tons. 

13240. And they get up to Strokestown ’—No to 
within three or four mUes of it. I think if the Grand 
Canal Company opened a station there if w.'uld be of 
advantage to the people. 

13241. Is it the southern end of that branch near 
Strokestown that is not navigable ?— I cannot speak to 
Its depth ; I know boats go up occasionally, but I cannot 
speak of its navigable capacity. 

13242. Do boats go occasionally as far as Strokes- 
town ?— No, but to within three or four miles of it; the 
lake IS within three or four miles of Strokestown. 

13243. Is it only the part that is in the lakes or lontrhs 
t^t 18 navigable ’—I suppose it is navigable in some 
other cormections, but not quite perhaps as good as it 
ought to he ; it would require some improvement and if 
there was a harbour constructed at the end of the lake 
It would give facility for the traffic. 


13-24.". Wliat is the population of Strokestown ? 

Perhaps a couple of thousand, but I do not know ; it is 
a very important town with large fairs, and one of the 
chief towns we have in the county. 

13246. Is there anything further you wish to say on RoyslCuu- 
behalf of the county ’—Not unless as regards tlie Royal 
Canal that I think it is of the highest importance"^ (f 
must repeat again) that the canal should be improved » 
that at least 3 feet of water should be available for a boat 
di-awing 4 feet 6 inches. That would be a depth of 5 feet 
of water, and it should be kept in proper order. It would 
lead to a substantial benefit not alone to Roscommon 
County, but to the counties on either side for the transit 
of heavy goods in opposition to the ilidland Great Western 
Railway. I would like to mention further that there 
been a proposal made to close up the Broadstone branch, 
of the Royal Canal in the city of Dublin. Now in the 
event of any future traffic arising on the canal, if the 
Midland Great Western Railway Company are permitted 
to close up this branch it would entail considerable 
expense upon the producers who would send their goods 
into the heart of the city. If you add halt a mile or .-v 
mile carriage in connection u-ith whatever marketable 
goods they would send by boat it would entail additional 
cartage, and cartage in the city is a pretty heavy item, 
and transit is of such importance to farmers and to the 
i^rketing of farming produce that every small detail 
should he observed. When the Midland Great Western 
Railway Company made this proposal, I thought myself 
it was a monstrous thing to do, to ask the public to jield 
up this thing to them without giving any equivalent for it 
that the public should yield up this portion of the Royal 
Cana! and in return receive no advantage and destroy any 
further advantage that might be derived from it should 
the country again become prosperous or more industrial 
than it is. I myself attended as a shareholder at the meet- 
ing at wldch the proposal was to be made, with the object 
of opposing it, but I left because I could get no support 
from any other shareholder on the occasion as far as 
I could come in touch with them. I think that is a matter 
which seems to be brought under the notice of this Royal 
Commission, and it is of somewhat considerable import- 
ance, and having regard to my opinion, representing the 
county, I think it is right for me to mention it. 

13247. Is there anything else you desire to say 
Nothing else. 

13248. {Lord Brassey.) 1 think you said you were largely 
interested in some cattle ’—Not largely, but intei-ested." 

13249. Is the export of cattle one of the princiral 
resources of the county of Roscommon ? Yes. 

13250. And it is cattle for export across the sea ’— 

Yes, to England and Scotland. 

13251. At what ports are they shipped ’—In Dublin 
Derry and Belfast, and sometimes at Dundalk. 

13252. How are the cattle sent down to the ports— 
driven ’ — Prom the railway station. 

13253. From Roscommon ’—From Roscommon to 
Dubhn they are loaded quite convenient to the steamers 
on the quay. 

13254. How are they sent from Roscommon to Derrt- 
^ Dublin ?— Sometimes to Longford railway station— 

Dromod chiefly and Boyle. '' 

13255. By rail ’—They walk from the county of 
Roscommon wherever the fairs are to those various 
stations. 

13-256. They go by rail ? — Yes. 

13257. Would you say that if the canals were improved 
they would be much used for the cattle traffic ’—I do 
not thmk they would be of any advantage whatsoever. 

13258. (.Mr, Davison.') As to the bridge you spoke about 
on the Strokestown Canal, is it at the entrance of that 
CMal to the Shannon ?— Yes, it is at the entrance to 
these lakes ; there is a line of lakes there. 


13244. Is that branch of importance to the county of 
Roscommon ? — It is of some importance. 


13-259. Is there any traffic on the Boyle branch 
N one at present, bat there has been traffic on it. 

13260. You spoke of traffic on the Royal Canal : Boyle 
bow many boats have entered the Royal Canal from the Branch. 
Shamon d^g the last year ?-I do not know anything 
at aU about the traffic at present; I am speaking gener" 

I W that traffic on the Royal Cana! U killed 
^uae of the tolk. I ^Uect a time, and I suppose the 
same thing prevails to-day. when they charged sV a ton 
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(oils £or com from Dublin to Richmond Harbour, and 
5a, lOd. a ton tolls from Dublin to Longford, while I 
remember, on an occasion when I visited America twenty 
years ago, I noticed a canal from Buffalo to Albany, a 
distance of about 250 miles, such a canal as the Grand 
Canal hero, having boats of the same class, horsed in the 
same manner, by which com wm taken to New York via 
the Hudson, a total distance of 300 miles, at a rate of 
one dollar (4s.) per ton. Under sush conditions, it would 
be a practical impossibility, as regards transit, for the 
agriculturists in this country to compete with the neonle 
in Buffalo. 

13261. (J/r. Griffith.) Have you any views as regards 
the management of these canals ! — As regards the man- 
agement of the Royal Canal, I think it should be taken 
up by the State so ns to give the people the facility of 
using it for the general development of the country. I 
think it is a proper work for the State to do. 

13262. You speak of that canal alone f — I cannot 
speak of other canals, because I have no knowledge of 
them, but I think it is a proper work for the State to do, 
to make it navigable. The State is responsible for hand- 
ing it over to the Midland Great Western Company, 
and the control which the State exercises over it is a sort 
of perfunctory control. The Board of Trade allows it to 
be full of weeds and they allow such tolls as I mentioned 
to be charged, which paralyse any efforts on the part of 
traders, I fancy ; they cannot compete, while if that 
canal was made available they would get merchandise and 
all classes of foods at 30 per cent. less than they do at 
present. In my opinion the indirect liability of the 
people as regards railway charges is oppressive. It is 
an enormous indirect taxation, whether the shareholders 
can afford it or not. 

13263. {Mr. IFaWron.) There is at present, as I under- 
stand, about the Royal Canal a statutory obligation 
to keep it open for traffic ? — Quite so. 

13264. And there is a Board of Control to see that that 
statutory obligation is fulfilled ?— They do not see it. 

13265. There are the Railway and Canal Commissioners 
to whom traders can apply to have these conditions 
carried out ? — Quito so. 

13266. Will the body you propose to hand it over to be 
exempt from the faults which attach to the existing 
system and why ?— I beg your pardon. 

13267. Under your scheme, how will they escape from 
the faults that have attached to these three independent 
and separately composed bodies in connection with 
keeping open the canal and regulating the tolls 1 What 
qualities do you e.xpect to find in the new body which 
do not exist in the existing bodies ? — I expect that the 
new body will keep it navigable and clean, and that you 
will have a greater depth of water, whether you sink the 
canal or whether you flush it up to a higher degree. 
Theu I expect, as is done in other countries, that they will 
encourage and try to develop trade, which is theduty of the 
State, over the whole country which has been depressed, 


such as agriculture, and with that ob}ect that they will Mr j. p 
charge nominal tolls. Mi.c-iuire, 

13268. It may be so, and I am not at all doubting that ^vtuvuttuo-i, 
you have thought the matter out, but you have not 
brought home to my mind the conditions which will ■ 

exist in the new body which will develop the canal differ- 2 uct. 1906. 

ently, for after aU they all come from the State ; the 

Railway Commission have a statutory obligation and 
you cannot get a stronger sanction for making this an 
efficient navigation than that. I have no desire to doubt 
the accuracy of your evidence, but you have not brought 
home to my mind — I do not know whether you have to 
the rest of the Commission — the qualities which you ex- 
pect to be found in your new body, or from what you 
derive your expectation that they will have different 
qualities from those existing in the present people. The 
Midland Great Western Railway Company have no in- 
terest in higher tolls ; the Board of Control have the dutv 
of keeping the canal open, and there is the Railway Com- 
mission to which traders can go if they have any griev- 
ance. I quite agree that they are working badly, but 
what are the qualities in your newly constituted body 
which will prevent them falling into the apparent care- 
lessness which everybody appears to agree has character- 
ised the present bodies ? \tTiat would prevent them 
going on as the three existing bodies do ?— The default 
at present, as you recognise, would exist with the Board 
of Trade and with the Midland Great Western Railway, 
who have no interest in promoting it. I would not take 
the responsibility of suggesting what body should succeed 
them, but, at all events, if we happened to be governing 
ourselves, we would find out some remedy and there would 
be more respect for the public requirements. It would 
be entrusted to some body which would be subject to 
and under the control of the public thought of the country, 
so tluit they would have some respect for the public thought 
of the country. Now the Board of Trade is as autocratic 
as the Czar of Russia as regards this company, and so 
is the Midland Great Western Railway Company as well 

13269. (j/r. Killick.) Yo i think the Board of Trade 
ate not likely to help you ? — I do not think they are 
if we are to judge by past experience. 

13270. You are not aware that under the 41st section of Traffic .4c/ 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act of 1888 if the works 1888, See. 41. 
of a canal are in such a condition as to be dangerous to 
the public or to cause serious hindrance to traffic, you 
may apply to the Board of Trade, and they will send an 
inspector to see if that is so. I suppose the County 
Council of Roscommon have not taken anv step of that 
kind ? — It is outside the purview of their duties ; should 
the Roscommon County Council have done so, they would 
send down some official from the Board of Trade who 
would discharge his duty in a very perfunctory manner 
and we know the result. 

13271. They have that power ?— Yes, aud they have 
not exercised it for forty years. 

The WitTiess withdrew. 


Mr. Edward Hayden, called in ; and Examined. 


13272. {Chairman.) You appear on hehalf of the Kil- 
dare County Council ? — I represent the Kildare County 
Council 

13274.* What improvements would enable yon to use 
waterways to a larger extent 1 — A goods store at Mageney. 

13275. Where ? — At Mageney, that is between Athy 
and Carlow. Practically I cannot utilise either of them. 
I could use the railway by a waggon load but nothing less. 
Any other thing less than a waggon load 1 will have 
either to cart to Athy or Carlow, which is six miles, al- 
though I am BO near as I have mentioned to a railway 
and cmial boat. 

13276. The question I asked was what improvement 
of the Grand Canal would enable you to use it more than 
you do at present ? — I cannot say if it is the Grand 
Canal ; it is the river Bsrrow but it is navigable. I do 
not know whether the Grand Canal comes in there or not. 

13277. The River Bartow is under the control of the 
Grand Canal ; yon may oall it the River Barrow if you 
like bnt what improvement of your navigation would 
* Question 13273 is omitted. 


enable you to use that more than you do at present ? — Mr. EdinJ. 
There is no accommodation. Hayden, Kit- 

13278. What do you mean by an inland harbour f Counlij 
What do you want ? — I mean a store and space. The CoHuei l. 
place I referred to is commonly called the harbour, bnt o Qgf jgQg 
there is only the top of that and about six feet of apace ” ' 

for a very short distance, and if there were proper accom- 
modation for loading, and quicker delivery of goods, it 
would be generally availed of. 

13279. Wbat do you want to send away by the Grand 
Canal ; what is your business ? — Of course at present I 
send away nothing but if the accommodation was there 
I would probably send away my barley or oats or anything 
of that sort. 

13280. How do you send your barley away ? — I oart 
it with my own carts. 

13281. Where do you send it to ?- — Either Carlow or 
Athy ; on a couple of occasions I sent my barley to Dublin 
and it went by the railway then. 

13282. Would you favour any local contribution to- Contribu- 
wards such an improvement ? — Well, it will depend upon tiona. 

F 
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'd. how the control is to be if it was a combined control by 
Kil- the State and the County Council I certainly would 
l‘ d favour local contribution as I think it is the only guar- 
antee that we are in earnest, 

132s3. For such a thing as a goods store such as you 
suggest, you think there might be a local contribution ? 
—I do. 

132&4. Do you find that the rates by rail and by water 
are very much the same ? — They are very much the same 
in my case. 

132S5. What do you say about the earry’ing upon the 
River Barrow and the Grand Canal ? Are you in favour 

of the canal company carrying themselves or not ? I 

u ould be in favour of whoever owned the canal carrving, 
say if it was the State ; at present I would be in favour 
of the present owners of course because they would be 
more satisfactory and I would have more trust in them 
than any other. 1 prefer the owners of the canal for 
carrying. 

132S6. But you would wish also that there should be 
other traders on the canal besides the company ?— I do 
not know ; I think if the canals come under the 
one State control it would be more beneficial for the 
countrj- because they would be able to carry ever so much 
cheaper and give more accommodation. 

132?7. "iou would wish that the body who carried out 
tliis system of Xational control should themselves be the 
only carriers upon the waterway ?— For all public traffic, 
as I presume they would own all storage and traffic 
accommodation and have a greater certainty of obtaining 
the carriage of goods. But in ease of aay a large miller 
that might keep his own boat or any other boat for 
private traffic might be allowed, 

I328S. You would wish, therefore, that other traders 
should be free to carry on the canal ?— Of course, as they 
tvould on a public road, although a central body keeps 
the roads repaired. In that case the ta.vpayer has to 
pay for it. ^ ■' 

132S9. As I understand as to future control you would 
like a combination of Xational control and local control ’ 
—i«, because I think by having some local control there 
would be more interest taken in the different localities. 

13290. Are you a farmer ? Yes. 

“iiteh land do you farm ? — Neatly 300 

13292. Is a large part of that arable ? Do you grow 
much barley ’—About 400 bushels. 

r.v farmers in your district make much 

use of the waterway f — They cannot make much use of 
either of them ; they generaUy cart either to Athy or 
( arlow but there is the town of Castledennot which is a 
couple of miles further, sis miles from Athy and sir from 
(.arlow in a central way and they cannot make use of the 
osm! ; they have to send for their merchandise either to 
Atiiy or Carlow although they are within about 3 miles 
station at Mageney; and the same thing 
r^on wageo^^’ be brought except a 

r catting from 

LaatMctmot to Atltj- a. w.u .a to Carfow and va^- little 
«n*»g awaj- bv boat !-Searoely any i I think jJ, had 
ctidence here yeatorday from » Caatledermol irchant 
-ho probably gave yon nery mnch better evidence than 
J could give you on this subject. 

13255. As to receiving things by railway that you 
.arraers want, do you receive feeding stuffs, manures or 

Of 

132%. You do not receive anything by canal?— 
^careeiy, bwause it would be left on the bank exposed 
and we prefer the railway on that account : there k no 
the Barrow bank. 

They would carry it for me but it would be left on the 
bunk as there is no store. 

13^7. In ^is part of the county of Kildare in which 

■* ’"*•'" ‘ » kSiSSJ 

1329S. What crops are grown ’—meat, barley oats 
potatoes, turnips mangold-wuizel, in fact eve^^n^ 
t-a. gro«-n on land at all in the shape of agric^S 


y Then there is an immense lot of cattle fattened in that 
d district, and sheep as well, owing to the growth of the 
turnips. 

13299. Do you want to send your produce further than 
X to Athy or Carlow ’—It depends on the price ; we have 
? not a chance of sending it much further. I may tell you 
1 would send it by boat., if I could, to Carlow or Athy. 
r 13300. Is much sent to Dublin ?— I do not think so - 
3 I think the traders send it to Dublin. ’ 

13301. You mean you sell to the traders who send it 
» on as a general rule. Do you think if there were a good 
!• canal system you would be able yourselves to co-operate 
C and send your goods away jointly to Dublin ?— I do not 
know anything about co-operation. I think as far as I 
know people they are more inclined to the principle that 
every tub should sit on its own bottom. I think co- 
operation is not a very good thing j you might have to 
wait for your neighbour and that would not suit either 
Everybody wants their own time and their own money 
when they get it ? 

13302. I was just going to ask you about co-operation Co-oi^ratir,, 
— It might benefit if it was properly got up but I have 
no experience of it and I cannot really tell you. It 
would be only guess work if I tried. 

13303. (dfr, CroBshy.) You say that you cannot use 
the canal because you have no shed on the bank which 
13 nearest to you ’-There is nothing there but the 
towpath. 

13304. Would it not pay 'you to put up a little shed, 
to save SIX miles of cartage of all your produce ’—I do 
not think it would. 

13305. A shed might cost you £5 ’—I think if the 
canal company were a more prosperous body {for what 
reason they are not 1 do not know) it would be 
their busineM to put up a shed to accommodate the 
customers. The railway company keep no goods store at 
-Uageney, but at all other places they have very fine 
accommodation for storage. 

13306. There is an old proverb that “ God helps those 
who help themselves.” You say that you believe in 
every tub standing on its own bottom ?— That is the 
very reason why I suggest local subscriptions, to show 
that we have an interest in the matter. 

13307. Would not local contributions easily be ob- 
tained to make a small shed to save you all that cartage ? 

— kM. but who la going to the trouble of putting itTp ? 

^™ifr ”” ‘ ■“ “ 

13308. If you cannot do that you cannot expect us to 
do anyto?— iou cannot expect me to go on the 
“1” • "« « ' 

13309. {Mt. Dawson.) Is there a shed at Mageney 

Ta'^Sdl “’'T;’''"' “T S”"* •to-l tl™ 

a'SiUw ^ evidence here 

end Athy a that yon can only „H,i„ « 

At Mageney! That is all. 

13311. H yon obtained a canal boat it -vonld be forty 
™ wejdd ,t not!-Hat i. one of the reason Sy 
“ “ <iiSei-ea« eyMem i ii 

mr?to" ‘ Peieei* 

is Sv™ ' ^*7 “«■! Cerie'e 

;™ratT»:"l.S', ™ o' “ *“ 

“■“"‘•J win iek,hr» L 

w.“n‘',s “r.o”eid ;rrt’ si 

engage your waggon and if you wind up wHh WIf * 
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13316. There is a shed there at present, but it is only 
used by one gentieman ? — It is a private shed. 

13317. It would be a great accomniodation to you 
and the farmers of the locality of Castledermot generally 
if the canal company were to erect a small shed for the 
trading pubiio ? — Quite so. 

13318. Then you couid send by canal boat any quan- 
tity ? — Yes. 

13319. You could send away to Dublin, and vice versa, 
from Dublin to Mageney ? — Yee. 

13320. It would be a great accommodation undoubtedly ? 
— Yes, I am not complaining of them j the canal boat 
wiE bring any quantity and leave it on the bank for me 
(they have always treated me with the greatest respect) 
but it would have to stay on the bank, somebody would 
have to come from Athy to tell me that that thing was 
delivered on the bank, and I should have to go directly 
and take it away, no matter where my horses were at 
the time. 


13321. You could get information in time, inasmuch ,1/r. Eilud. 
as boats go at all hours, both night and day?— It is gener- Hai/deii, Kil- 
ally in the evening goods ere dropped there ; on one or County 
two occasions they have covered them up for me with Corned. 
covers, but there is no shed, and you could not rely on the ,7T Trv,..- 
accommodation. " 

13322. (Lord Brasaey.) AretieroadsinyourdistrictweVi 
fitted for giving you access to the canals ? — Oh yes, the 
roads are good. 

13323. And as convenient for getting to the canal as 
for getting to the railway ? — Practically, but the rail- 
way is something nearer. Further than this, so far ai 
the railways are oonoemed, the canal is the most con- 
venient for com, inasmuch as nearly all the maltsters are 
situated on the canal, while the railway station at Carlow, 
and the same at Athy, is half a mile away from the com 
stores, and there would be cartage tlrere again. 

__ The Witness tcithirew. 


Mr. Rickard McKenna, called in ; and Examined. 


13324. (CAairman.) Aje you also a member of the 
Kildare County Council ? — Yes. 

13326. Were you appointed by them to appear here ? 
— Yes. 

13326. You heard the evidence of the last witness, Mr. 
Hayden ?— Yes. 

13327. Do you agree with it ? — Well, I live in another 
part of the county. 

13328. What part of the county do you live in ? — 
Near Maynooth, on the Royal Canal. 

13329. Do you make much use of the Royal Canal ? — 
In former times 1 used to, but latterly we do not make 
any use of it. 

13330. What is your business ? — Farming. In my young 
days we used to boat a great deal of manure from the 
City of Dublin out to Maynooth. 

13331. How many acres do you farm ? — Over 500. 

13332. Do you not now bring manure in that way 1 — 
Very little ; we are principally in grazing now ; we do 
not till much, 

13333. lb that the reason T — Yea. 

Coadition of 13334. Is there anything you wish to say in respect of 
kojal Canal Royal C^anal ? — I wish to say that it is in a very neg- 
lected coadition. 

13335. Are you speaking of the weeds ? — The weeds 
and, for instance, taking the harbour at Maynooth, there 
has not been a boat discharged there for twenty years 
as it is completely choked up with mud. We have to 
discharge away on the bank, a most dangerous place for 
horses, and no horse but a very quiet one could go in at 
those side places. I noticed this morning it bad been 
filled yith round timber. There is a small mill there which 
gets up mill stuffs and they cannot get it discharged now. 
Another thing is that there is no such thing as sheds at 
the small towns for any goods such as fiooi or salt or any- 
thing like that which is perishable, and it would be 
damaged if there was nobody there to take charge of it. 

13336. Are thei'e better arrangements at the railway 
station ? — Decidedly. 

13337. Do you think there ought to be as good arrange- 
ments for the canal as for the railway ?-^Considering that 
the railway owns the canal, I do not see what difference 
it would make ; it is the interest of the railway company 
to influence the goods if possible to come by rail. 

^hour at 13338. Is there anything you wish to say about the 
’■synootb. harbour at Maynooth ? — No ; but this year I was informed 

by traders that they had received a notice from the rafiway 
company not to load their' boats over 3 feet 6 inches. 


When we used to get material we often brought boats M,\ R. 
loaded up to 4 feet 3 inches. In my young days we used .Vc Keana, 
to get boats loaded at the Spencer Dock. Kildare 

County 

13339. Have you got that notice you have referred to ? C7 di(jici/. 
When was it given ? — I cannot say. Some of the traders ””nnn 
may be coming before you who will he able to give you the '■ 
particulars. I only state it from information received. 

13340. There are very few boats on the Royal Canal ; 
is there any traffic from Maynooth to Dublin and Dublin to 
Maynooth ? — Yes, there is some in the way of timber and 
some mill stuffs, not very much. 

13341. Do you think if the harbour were in good con- 
dition and the canal were in better order mudi greater 
use would he made of the canal ? — Speaking of Maynooth 
alone, I do not think there would be very much, because 
the land that used to be in tillage is tamed into grass now 
— a great deal of it. 

13342. Do you wish to speak of any other point besides AccomiuoiU- 
Maynooth,on the Royal Canal 7 — There is complaint that tion nt 
there is not sufficient loading accommodation in Dublin ; Dublin, 
they say thew can be only two boats loaded at a time 
at the Spencer Dock. 

13343. If you do not think there would be much trade 
from Maynooth, that does not affect yon ? — But from 
other towns. 

13344. What other towns ? — Kilcock and Mullingar. 

13345. Mullingar is not in the County of Kildare, for 
which you apeak ? — That is so. 

13346. Have you any other grievance from the County 
of Kildare ? — I think I mentioned that there are no stores 
either at Kilcock or Maynooth, and then at Spencer Dock 
at present the railway company have it nearly all 1st to- 
coal merchants. 

13347. Is there any other point you wish to mention? 

— On the canal in a great many places two boats cannot 
pass ; one would have to go back when they met. At 
Kilcock, for instance, there is a sawmill newly established 
and a boat delivering timber to the sawmills, if there is 
another boat coming, has to come into the toum nearly 
a quarter of a mile to let the other boat pass. The “ hack 
boat owners complain that they cannot carry goods in 
opposition to the railway company, in consequence of the 
high rate of tolls, so that the most of the traffic has gone 
off the canal and gone on to the railway company. 

13348. Have you examined the Table of Tolls your- 
self ? — I have not. 

13349. Have you any other point ? — No other point. 


The Witness vilhdrew. 
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5Ir. John A. Hannon, called in ; and Examined. 


Hates. 


nir. J. A. 13330. [Chairman.) You are a flour miller of the 
1^0, TmT!!,-,', Hannon and Sons ?— Yes. 

Alhi/. ' ^^13351. Is your business at Athy and at Carlow? — 

2 Oct. J90C. 13352. Hare you had a good deal of business with the 

Grand Canal ? — Yes, the major portion of our traffic 
is by the canal. 

Traffic on 13353. What is the nature of your traffic on the Grand 
Grand Canal. Canal t-Wheat and maize. 

13354. Where does it come from ? — From Dublin, 
and sometimes a through rate from Liverpool. 

13353. Ever from anywhere else ? — Those are the 
only forts. 

133d(). Do you send anything away by the canal ?— 
Our trade is entirely local ; we deliver "with our own 
teams to the local towns when the stuff is manufactured. 

13357. This business with the Grand Canal has been 
going on for a great many years ’—Yes. 

13338. Both before the amalgamation nith the Barrow 
Navigation and since ?— Yea. 

13359. Do you think highly of the management of the 
ctnal and its financial condition ’ — It is in a good finan- 
cial position at present tut I believe from comparison 
with the rates chargel bj' the canal companies in England 
they could afford if it wer« properly managed, to carrry 
at half their present rat.^. I am paying at present 
about l^d. per ton per mile for grain and I am informed 
by a gentleman who is acquainted with the canals in 
Engiaiid that one of the leading canals there from London 
into the Black Country charges a rate of about |d. 
per ton per mile, showing that we are paying double. It 
IS very hard for a trader to compete when 'he is paying 
such heavy rates as we are at present. 

I33fi0. Do you think that it would affect their divi- 
dends unfavourably if they were to reduce the rates or 
do you think they would get so much additional trade 
that that would compensate them !— I believe it would ; 

X believe tiie trade on the canal could be doubled if it 
were properly managed and facilities given to the traders 
more than they have at present. 

13381. IE they could double the trade they could 
afford to run it at about half the rates ’—Yes 

13382. Are the canal facilities for connecting you with 
Dubbn good ?— They are very good except, for instance, 
only yester^y we had a boat load of grain, about 40 tons, 
and we had the greatest difficulty in getting it to our 
flour onli at Ardreigh near Athy because of want of 
dredging or shortage of water. Sometimes we have 
reason smaUer quantities for that 

13363 Which flour mill is that— at what place 
Ardreigh. a mile from the town of Athv. 

13.304 What in your opinion is most needed upon 
the canal i_The great dratrtaek i, the slomeas of the 
traffic ; ,l I purchase stuff in I.irerpool it takes a week 
or sometnne, eight or ten day., to get grain from Liret: 
p~l to out nun. whereas if we get a through rate by tail 
^ hare it in three days. Unfortunately the railway 
W. ea "ftoi-uy at. working in eonjunotion and 
we can get no concession from either company now. 

133G5. What the einal company told us veaterdav 
Tid‘ W coneessfons Sev 

could before that arrangement was entered into : do 
you think there are further concessions that might be 
m^e with ad^ntage ?-I believe they could be pS 

■oomAS^l 

133C6. Do yon thiii if they were a b'ltie mote eouta- 
'owenng their rates they would be rewarded by 
additional traffic ? — I do believe that. ^ 

13367 « po5«,nt they cannot lower their rates be- 

S^i-ii ‘‘T f*”*"“* •>>' ndlmy con.pu.yt_ 

They will not give any ccnceasion for that reason. 

the Grand Canal told us yesterday that they did® have 
night and_ day t.-affic ?-They sometimes may do it far 
an enoeptitual er.e, but m, a general rule I do not befc. 


13369. Would it be an advantage to you if you had 
night and day traffic ? — The acceleration of the traffic 
would be a great matter. I know a firm of millers lower 
down on the Barrow than onr mills who have had to give 
up the canal solely for that reason, the slowness and un- 
certainty of the traffic. 

13370. The Commission heard yostsrday about the 
Regulations by which, at certain times, for instance at 
present, boats are not allowed to travel at full loads ; 
is that a drawback to your traffic ? — Certainly ; it is much 
more troublesome to have two or three jobs in loading 
which you could do at the one time with your staff of 


13371. Would it be of advantage to you in your trade 
if still larger loads could be brought than can be brought 
on the canal as it exists ? We have had a good deal of 
evidence in England as to the advantage of travelling 
with 100-ton loads and you cannot get anywhere near 
that on the Grand Canal ; would it be of advantage to 
you if you could get your com and your maize in larger 
quantities ? — Certainly. 

13372. You think you could get it more cheaply? 

We certainly could, and I give you an instance. The 
Dublin Steamship Compmiy now will send their ships 
alongside for lota of 50 or 100 tons, and by that means 
it saves the through cartage in Liverpool, but for lesser 
quantities than that they will not send their steamers 
alongside. The Dublin Steamship Company now give a 
special rate of 4s. and send their boats alongside the 
steamer or alongside the quay in Liverpool for 50 or 100 
tons only j so that the larger the quantity as a rule the 
cheaper the rate. 

13373. Do you know at all about the experience in 
foreign countries as to the advantage of carrying grain 
in very large consignments by boat ? Are you acquainted 
mth that at all ? — I have some knowledge of the traffic 
in the Lake system in Canada, and the larger the bulk 
you can carry together, as a rule, the cheaper the rate 
you oan get. 

13374. We have sometimes been told that the local 
trader does not want to receive his goods in large quan- 
tities, but you perhaps personally would like to receive 
your grain in as largo quantities as possible ?— Certainly. 

13375. Is there anything more you want to say about 
the slowness of delivery ? Are you obUged to divide 
your lots of grain on account of the low water in the 
summer time ? — Yea. 


13376. -About what amount are you getting now for 
example— how many tons are you getting in a boat at a 
time ’—Forty tons ; that is a fuU load for a boat. 


13377. If the canal were in thoroughly good condition, 
how much more would you get ?— 1 think the canal would 
have to be considerably deepened to allow the boats to 
carry any more than that. 


Improvemenl 

required. 


_ 13378. It used to be 4 feet 6 inches deep ; was that 
in your time ? Do you remember when it was 4 feet 
6 inohM deep ?— I do not remember what the depth was 


13379. What do you say about the control of the canal 
sys^ ; would you like that altered ? Would you like 
a different system of control for the future ’—I would 
like some system of control that would leave the canal 
company mdependent of the railway company. I 
imagme State control or management would be the best. 


loaau. wnen you speak of the railway company do 
you remember how much increase you had to suffer on 
the radway when the competition ceased ?— We had 
formerly a 5s. rate from the raUway company, and we 
now have to pay 6s. 9d. 


13381. What was that for— for 
Tea ; wheat and maize. 


receiving 


grain ? — 


eive much by the railway now 
traffic by the railway. 

And the other half by water, —One 
13 actually on the canal, or on the Barrow 
and of course it is more suitable for us to eet 
to that mill by water. “ 


; of our mills 
Navigation, 
all the grain 


13383. 


13382. Do you reo' 
We get about half our 
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13384. Is the other nearer to a railway station than to 
the water ? — The other mill is neaj the viOage of Castle- 
dennot. VVe have both the canal and railway to supply 
it. but the railway is a li.tle nearer and much quicker, and 
therefore we get all the grain for that mill practically by 
rail. 

13385. Ton say you now pay 5s. 9d. by railway for 
that 1 — Yes. 

13386. How much do you pay by canal ? — The same ; 
they are exactly the same. Formerly we had a os. rate 
from the railway company. 

13387. Can you at all estimate the loss you have 
sustained since that change was made ? — I think I have 
mentioned in my written evidence about £2,000, which 
1 think is a fair estimate ; a penny a sack comes to a loss 
of that amount. 

13388. For eight or ten years, was it ? — Yes. 

13389. Has the company refused to carry at a rate 
which you could afford ? This 6s. rate was the Grand 
i.'anal Company’s rate, I suppose ? — Oh, no ; they never 
reduced under 5s. 9d. 

13390. The 5s. 9d. that is now charged oii the canal is 
charged by the Grand Canal Company ? — Yea. 

13391. Do you, as a matter of fact, have your grain 
carried by the canal company or by the hye-traders ? — 
At present we have what they call a “ hack ” boater, 
a private carrier, and he is able to do it at about 6d. a ton 
less, for 5s. 3d. How he manages it I do not know, but 
he is able to do it and to pay the toll to the canal company. 

13392. How is it that he manages to charge you 5s. 3d. 
and to pay the toll, and the canal company \vill not charge 
you leas than 6a. 9d. ? — That shows that the canal com- 
pany are not on independent company. 

13393. That is because of their agreement with the 
railway company ? — Certainly. 

13394. (Sir John Dorinffion), All this com you are 
speaking of is foreign com ? — Yea. 

13395. Bought in Liverpool ? — Or Dublin. 

13396. Do any grain ships come into Dublin 7 — 
Certainly, a lai^e number. 

13397. You buy at Dublin and then it comes by canal 
to you 7 — Yes. 

13398. And sometimes it pays you better to buy in 
I.iverpool and to come by the City of Dublin Steamships 
into Dublin 7 — Yes. 

13399. And then by canal to you 7 — Yes. 

13400. Do you get any native com by canal 7 — No. 
We get native corn delivered directly to our mills by the 
fanners. 

13401. By waggons ? — By the farmers themselves. 
13402. That means it comes from a very limi ted 
distance 7 — Yes. 

Cemnsrison 13403. (Lord Jirasaei/.) You compared the charges you 
of r&f«, jq pj^y Qjj .[jjg Grand Canal with the charges on English 

canals, and you said that if the rates were reduced on 
the Grand Canal there would be ample compensation in 
the increase of traffic ; what sort of reductions would be 
sufficient to make a real difierenoe in the traffic 7 — 
50 per cent. 

13404. A trifling reduction would do no good 7 — 
25 per cent, would he an attraction hut it would not do as 
much good as 60 per cent. 

13406. About the reduction of loads which you said 
was to be regretted, that has been due to the shortage of 
water 7 — Yes, and the want of dredging. 

13406. Not the insufficient rainfall but the want 
dredging 7 — I think so. 

13407. (ifr. Minch.) Does that want of dredging you 
refer to apply principally to the Barrow 7 — Yes. 

13408. What load can you bring down by boat to 
Mageney at present 7—1 think they would probably 
strand if they brought more than thirty tons. 

13409. (ilfr. Davison.) What is the difference per ton 
between the special rate you get for fifty ton lots and the 
. lesser lots by reason of the steamboat not going alongside 
at Liverpool 7— By the steamer going alongside at Liver- 
pool you save ha, 3d. per ton cartage. 


13410. And that is the difference in rate 7 — Practically. A. J. 

13411. {Mr. Griffith.) Would you explain to us what is Phi^''^!iUer 
the ^eat advantage in quickness of delivery of grain to ' 

a mill 7 1 should not have thought the difference of — . 
a couple of days in your class of milling would have been 2 Uct. 1006. 
such an advantage as you seem to lay stress on 7 — If we — — 

had to wait for our supplies for our mill for eight or ten 
days it would be necessary for us to carry larger stocks, 
and the interest alone on die money would come to some- 
thing considerable. 

13412. It is the storage and the interest 7 — Yes, and 
the grain would be lying idle in the boats in transit 
instead of being in actual use. 

13413. (Mr. Waldron.) Where do you suggest that the 
increased traffic would come from if the rates were re- 
duced by 25 or 50 pet cent, as you suggest ? — It would 
come from the whole country round. 

13414. I do not follow ; the population of Athy ia 
what — 3,500 7— It is about 6,000 or 7,000. 

13415. It is given here at 3,500 ? — Is that all 7 It 
must have been reduced. I have not been living in .Athy 
myself for thirty years. 

13416. A population of 3,500 does not admit from the Expansion 
character of its population of increasing traffic by 50 of traffic, 
per cent., does it, no matter what you reduce it to 7 I 
thought perhaps you had not that in your mind when you 
suggested that a reduction in the rate would cause such 
an increase in the business as to make up for that re- 
duction 7 — It would certainly take a good deal of the 
railway traffic. 

13417. Still the traffic is a fixed thing more or less ; 
it is not a thing capable, as in a great industrial country 
like England, of expansion by increasing population 
and by a normal increase of the prosperity of the country. 

We are dealing here with a country with a falling popu- 
lation and with towns which are shrinking. Do you still 
suggest, bearing that in mind (perhaps 1 may be wrong, 
you know) that if the rates were reduced from 25 to 50 
per cent, there would be such an increase of traffic fol- 
lowing upon that as to make up the loss which that would 
entail 7 — I believe it would go a considerable way. 

13418. There I must leave it. Y'ou say you are now 
paying a rate of 5s. 9d. to the Great Southern RaOway 
and that they formerly charged you 6s. for the same 
service ; what was that rate before the war of rates which 
took place 7 Before 1894 what was the rate which has 
been raised by the Great Southern Railway from 5s. to 
5s. 9d. 7 — I think we paid 5s. 9d. formerly ; they took 
off the 9d. and then when they made the agreement 
with the canal company they put it on again. 

13419. (Mr. Crosaley.) What is the distance from Athy 
to Dublin 7 — About fifty miles. 

13420. They are charging IJd. a ton for fifty miles 7 — 

That is about the cost. 

13^1. Supposing you got a ^d. off it would enable 
you to sell at approximately 2s. a ton cheaper : would 
that make much difference 7 — Oh yes, it would be a 
concession in the right direction. 

13422. I suppose your customers ate chiefly farmers 
and you sell feeding stuffs 7 — We sell flour to the bakers 
and shopkeepers in all the local towns within a radius 
of twenty miles in South Kildare. 

13^3. (Chairman.) And you also grind the maize, 
do you not 7 — We have a considerable trade for maize 
in the eummei time. 

13424. That ia for feeding stuffs, I suppose 7 — ^Yes ; 
it is strange that in England the demand for maize meal 
is in the winter, just the opposite of what it is in Ireland. 

13255. (Lord Xenyon.) Have the traders made any 
application to the canal company for lower rates 7 — I 
am sure they have. 

13426. Have you 7 — ^Yes, 

13427. And you are always met with the same re- 
sponse 7 — They have a manager named Mr. Tough, 
and he is the same name by nature. We gave it up as a 
bad job trying to get anything out of him. 

The Witneaa withdrew. 
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MINTTTES OF E\^DE^•CE ! 


Mb. Wiluam Fieu 3, M.P., called in; and Examined. 


Mr. Wm. 
Fieli. M.P., 
Irish 
Industrial 
Developneiil 
Association. 


13428. (Chairman.) I need not say you .are the Mem- 
ber for the St. Patrick’s Division of Dublin ? — Yes. 


Oct. 1906. 


Report fi'ot, I 

Hutchinson, 

R.E., 

Heptember 

lb»t. 


13429. Can you tell us something about the defects 
of the Irish Canal system ? — I hope to do so. May I 
explain why 1 am here '! I have been asked by the Transit 
Committee, of which I happen to be Chairman, of the 
Irish Industrial Development Association to give evidence 
on this question ; and I am also President of the Irish 
Cattle Traders and Stock Breeders’ Association which 
has a good deal to do with the railways, not so much 
with the canals but touching on the railways more 
or less, and therefore I came to give my opinion on 
the whole subject of transit as far as it is dealt with by 
canals in Ireland. May I begin by saying that I would 
like this Commission to understand that in my opinion 
(of course it is only my opinion, but I suppose I am en- 
titled to it), unless the whole conditions of transit in 
Ireland are revolutionised there is no hope whatever for 
the commercial prosperity of the country. 

13430. There you are speaking both of railways and 
canals ? — Both of railways and canals. The terms of 
reference as I take them from the report of “ The Free- 
man’s Journal ” yesterday, are that the Commission are 
“ commanded to inquire into the canals and inland navi- 
gations of the United Kingdom and to report on (1) 
Their present condition and financial position.” Now 
1 propose briefly to take up the terms of reference in their 
clauses, which run down to (5) I think. With regard 
to the present condition of the canals of which I have 
any knowledge, namely, the Royal Canal .ind the Grand 
Canal, I think 1 cannot do better, mv Lord, than to read 
briefly some extracts from a report that was given to the 
Board of Trade by a gentleman who was sent there to 
inquire into the conditions of them. Major Oereral 
Hutchinson. This Report was given in September, 
1894, and the reason why 1 refer to this Report, if you will 
permit me to read certsin extracts from it, is thr.t I have 
made enquiries from those who are resident on the canal 
at various portions of it and they tell me that practically 
nothing has been done to alter the slate of things that 
existed in 1894. I happened to have something to do 
with this Canal Commission in 1894 myself. 

13431. We heard yesterday that General Hutchinson 
was sent by the Board of Trade on account of complaints 

which had been, made by traders on the Royal Canal ? 

Yes ; it will not take long and it is in a very concrete 
simple form, so that I think the best thing I can do is 
just to pick out certain paragraphs from this Report. I 
do not wish at all to delay the Commission by reiterating 
evidence which has been already given or to go into how 
the Canal came to be built. It was built by the Irish 
Parliament, and if we had a Parliament of our own now 
probably our canals would not be in the condition they are 
in to-day. but that is by the way. I do not wish to go 
into the financial matter, but here is how it came about, 
"The complaints as set forth in the memorial of the 
traders and boat owners are to the following effect; 
1. That since the railway company purchased the canal, 
and especially eince they ceased to run their own boats 
and steamers the waterway has become in many places 
so choked with weeds and mud that during the summer 
months the boats have not been able to carry anything like 
their full cargo, thereby causing loss and damage to their 
trade and business. 2. That the wharfage and ware- 
housing accommodation which existed at the time the 
company purchased the canal has been aUowed to deterio- 
ratc and fall into decay, that in many places no such 
accommodation now exists, and that at the Spencer Dock 
it is entirely insufficient." Then there is the list of names 
of the gentlemen who gave evidence and who signed the 
memorial, but there is no necessity to go into that. I only 
wish to say on that, that so far as I can understand there 
has been practically no change made since. I do not know 
how St IS or by what process of reasoning the represen- 
tative* of the canal come here and complain that thev 
camot increase their businesa. I happen to be in business 
and it appears to me that if I had adopted the system 
that has been adopted by the canal companies since 1894 
I would have been in the poorhouse, because instead 
of giving faculties to their customers they have allowed 
all the facilities to drop and they have endeavoured 


to drive the business away from them ; and the only reason 
why any business at all has been continued to the canals 
and railways is because they are a monopoly and people 
have nowhere else to go to. The next paragraph I wish 
to read is, “ The evidence of the complainants went to 
show” (remember this is not my evidence, this is the 
evidence of Major-General Hutchinson, and I submit that 
this state of things practically exists on the Royal Canal 
to-day) “ (1) That whereas in former years boats could bo 
loaded to a depth of feet, and eight years ago to a 
depth of 4 feet, this depth had been now reduced to 3J 
feet, and during part of the summer of 1893 to 2f feet ” 
(by and by they will have no feet at all) " thereby reducing 
to a most serious extent the loads which the boats wero 
able to carry, and (2) that the accommodation as regards 
wharfage and warehouses at the Spencer Dock and other 
places was quite inadequate for the requirements of the 
traffic.”^ Now I will just put in a proviso of my own 
here which happened to occur at that time. The Royal 
Canal wanted to shut up the spur which runs to Broadstone 
simply because they did not allow any facilities for the 
purpose of boats going up that spur which would have 
been exceedingly useful had traffic there been developed. 
Let me give one instance. If you are getting, say, barrels 
belonging to Watkins or to Guinness & Co., who are in 
my constituency (and I have a right to look after my 
constituents although they do not agree with my views 
about the liquor traffic) it is a much shorter distance from 
Broadstone than it is to the Spencer Dock, in fact it is not 
half the distance, but under tho pretence of sanitarian 
improvement they wanted to shut up that portion of the 
Royal Canal. However, fortunately I was able to prevent 
that being done. The Report proceeds : “ Complaints 
were also adduced as to want of facilities for passing 
through the Liffey Locks at the Spencer Docks, these 
facilities having been of recent years much curtailed ; 
as to the bad state in which tho towpaths were maintained ; 
aa to unnecessary changes of the towpaths from one side 
of the canal to the other ; as to several of the passing 
places and places for turning boats being unusable for 
want of depth ; as to refuse being allowed to be thrown 
into the canal In reply to the complaints, the evidence 
of the company’s officers was directed to show that the 
company had done all in their power ” (of course !) 
“to comply with their obligations as to keeping the canal 
clear of weeds and mud, and that it was owing to the 
exceptional drought of the summer of 1893 that it was 
necessa^ to reduce the draughts of the boats to the extent 
complained of j that the wharfage and warehousing 
accommodation provided at the Spencer Dock and other 
placM was fairly sufficient ; that the passage through 
the pffey Docks was regulated by a byelaw approved of 
by the Recorder of Dublin on January 18th, 1878 ; that 
the towpaths ate repaired when it is necessary to do so ” ; 
(mark that, because it does not rest with the railway 
company to say when it is necessary to do so), “ that 
though some of the passing places and harbours are silted 
up no complaints have been received in consequence 
or 1hey would have received attention. It was stated 
by the inspector of the canal that there were now fourteen 
boats trading on it.” (Imagine the Royal Canal with four- 
teen boats trading on it! Why, there are more punts in 
Kingstown Harbour than there are boats trading on the 
Roy^ Canal.) “ I willnow proceed to deteUmy experience 
of the state of the canal as earned in the nonran nf ii-o 


.. „ ^ gained in the course of i,., 

inspection. This is what Major-General Hutchinson says 
with respect to the inspeotion. and if I may throw out a 
suggestion to the Commission, it would be that they 
should constitute themselves a jury of inspection and not 
take my woM or anybody else’s word about the state of 
the canal, but they can have a pleasant picnic along 
^e OMal and take a canal boat and go down and see 
how t^ femg rum, and then yon will know aU 
“ that suggestion, because 
You will have a 


rmlway director coming and saying.” Mr. Field only gave 
this evidence out of Lis own mind, and that is a sort of 


neb^ouB qmntity and nobody ought to beUeve half u. 
that ^onntl Go and see for yourselves, and you will 


see what is the true state of matters. 

S’’,"'" ‘ton ito oondition jwlepd.y ! Co„d[Ui„ of 

-H»d I read Ihi, , M^jor-Oenstal Hulclioa taL'S £.1 
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a good deal about the ■weeds and there is a long paragraph 
I will not trouble you with, because I think that 
anybody that knows anything of the Royal Canal knows 
it is full of weeds and full of sand. Then there is the same 
thing about the depth of water ; he gives various depths 
of water, from 4 feet 3 inches to 3 leet. Then he gives the 
number of the locks and least depth of water. With 
regard to the ^farioiirs. Passing Places, and Turning 
P!<r:es, I will only give you the result of his inspection : 
"These have in a large number of eases been allowed 
to silt up and become so shallo-w as to be practically 
useless for their intended objects.” Now I will ask the 
canal company to produce evidence to controvert what 
he says in respect of that. With regard to the Locks, he 
says : “ The walls of the locks are generally in a good 
stale of repair, but, as a rule, the lock-gates are leaking 
badly nt the sluices, leading to a constant waste of water, 
and indicating the need of more ottention to the mainten- 
ance of these aluioes. Soma of the gates themselves and 
the handles for working them were in a had state of 
repair. Touipatlis. Complaints as to the state of the 
roadway seemed justified by its condition in many places. 
There are also occasionally holes in the towpatli where 
the canal bank has given way ; these are of course 
dangerous to the horses, especially in the dark, and should 
not be allowed to exist. In numbers of places bushes 
have been allowed to grow up between the aide of the 
towpath and the canal. These are a serious impediment 
to the haulage of the boats and, unless carefully watched 
for, are liable to lead to accidents. In many cases occupa- 
tion gates to separate fields have been erected across 
the toivpath j these cause a great interference with the 
haulage of boats, and are, it is believed, illegal encroach- 
ments on the to'wpatli, and as such should not be 
permitted.” 

13433. I was waiting for this report and had sent for 
it, and now we have it before us, so that I need not trouble 
you to read more of the Report ; I am very glad you 
have called our attention to it, but, having done so, it 
■will have our special attention and perhaps you will now 
give your own evidence ? — Now may I suggest that when 
you have hod time to read, consider, and digest that report 
you will ask the Royal Canal to give some kind of evidence 
with respect to what they have done since. That is all 
I have to say about it. The next part in No. 1 of the 
terms of reference is the financial position. Now with 
regard to the financial position I really have no evidence 
to give. You have had Mr. Tatlow’s evidence and you 
will have the figures before you, and you have some 
financial experts on this Commission who will he able to 
deal with them ; but may I point out one fact in con- 
nection with the financial position and it is this, that I 
hold that the Irish people are entitled to the resumption 
of these canals as national property. These canals were 
largely made by rates levied on the Irish people under 
the Irish Parliament, and I hold that it is only common 
justice, of course pajdng all claims that there may be 
on the canals at the present time, that these canals should 
be resumed by the Irish people, who paid for them when the 
Irish Parliament was in existence. I think no stronger 
proof could be given ■with regard to the necessity for the 
national resumption of them by the Irish people. The 
next point in the terms of reference is “ (2) The causes 
which have operated to prevent the carrying out of 
improvements by private enterprise, and whether such 
causes are removable by legislation.” Now, it seems to 
me, if I may be permitted to criticise the terms of reference, 
extraordinary why such a reference as that should have 
been given to a number of able gentletaen like those 
present here. The reference says : “ The causes which 
have operated to prevent the carrying out of improve- 
ments by private enterprise.” How could private enter- 
prise interfere ■with a guaranteed Government monopoly ? 
The railways are guaranteed Government monopolies. 
This canal is owned by a railway company, and any 
private individual who would endeavour to effect an 
improvement in regard to anything on the canal would be 
treated as a trespasser. 

13434. No, no ; tiiatisa misunderstanding ; thatrefer- 
ence calls attention to the very point which is in my mind, 
that is that there may be causes which prevent private 
companies and people like the directors of the Royal Canal, 
of whom you have been speaking, from effecting improve- 
ments, carrying out improvements, which possibly might 
be carried out under a better system, for example, such a 


system as you have been hinting at — a Government y/,.. 
system ? — I will answer that j it is quite plain to me Field, M.P., 
anyhow (it may not be plain to those who do not wish Mth 
to see the light) that the reason why no improvements are htluMrial 
being instituted on the canal is because they ■wanted to 
preserve all the traffic to the railway. I think that is a 
complete answer to it. 2 

13435. That would be your answer as one of the causes 

which have operated to prevent the railway directors 
who have charge of a double private enterprise from carry- 
ing out certain improvements ? — And even under the 
present system I think the State could enforce the clear- 
ing out and the enlargement where necessary of the Canal 
eystem even with the railways in occupation. I belie^ve 
certain branches of the canal have been always in need of 
such works since 1894. Now the next item is “ (3) Facilities 
facilities, improvements, and extensions desirable in order and improve- 
to complete a system of through communication by water nieni a 
between centres of commercial, industrial, or agricultural desirable, 
importance, and between such centres and the sea.” Now 
I am glad that Mr. Tatlow is here, because I never like to 
say anything behind a man’s back I ■will not say to his 
face : I do not know -whether Mr. Tough is here or not 
because he might be tender on these points, but it appears 
to me that neither Sir. Tough nor Mr. Tatlow apparently 
know what is going on in other countries. Unless I am 
MTongly informed, I believe that France has spent 
£80,000,000 within the past few years on the Canal system 
there, and it is the same in Russia, Germany, Holland, 
and the United States. I have never been in the United 
.Str-tes, but I have seen the canals working all over Europe, 

.ind the canals all over Europe are to a large extent either 
State controlled or State o-wned altogether, and they are 
used (mark this, Mr. Chairman) as a corrector for high 
railway rates for certain ciasaes of traffic which are not so 
suitable for the railway. I heard my friend, Mr. Griffith, 
asking about the com and why it was necessary to have it 
carried quickly. I quite agree with his view ; there is 
com, cod, and a matter that has never been touched by 
any witness, the carrying of manure from the large centres 
of population to agricultural districts, which all constitute 
a very important matter in an agricultural country like 
Ireland. I have seen it so ernried all over the Continent. 

Then there is peat and all kinds of stone and marble which 
is practically left derelict in this country o-wing to high 
railway rates ; all these hea-vv things, in the carriage of 
which speed is really of no importance, properly belong 
to the canal, and yet we have my friend Mr. Tatlow com- 
ing here yesterday and Mr. Tough telling us that the canal 
system is played out in Ireland. The -witness before me, 
or some of the members, said that things were very differ- 
ent in Ireland from -what they were in England. I agree 
things appear to be different in Ireland from what they 
are in any other country in the world, because if canals 
are useful in England and all over the Continent and in 
.America, I cannot see why they should not be useful in 
Ireland, and, accordingly, I entirely disagree -with some 
of the evidence which has been given to the Commission. 

I think the time has come when these canals ought to be 
nationalized. The next is No. (4) of the terms of refer- 
ence. “ The prospect of benefit to the trade of the coun- 
try compatible with a reasonable return on the probable 
cost.” Well, I am quite in accord -with -what has been 
said here, that the trade of Ireland at the present time does 
not appear to be of such a developing nature that it would 
justify any very large immediate expenditure, but I hold 
what may be looked on as a kind of commercial heresy, 
that the rail-ways and canals of Ireland as they have been 
managed, at least during my time, and 1 have been watch- 
ing them for twenty-five years, have been the greatest bar 
to the commercial prosperity of Ireland, and that unless 
some different system is adopted than that of giving 
preferential through rates to foreign imports, and also 
shutting up canals and allo-wing the railways to grab what 
should belong to their natural competitors, I say there 
is no hope whatever for commercial prosperity in Ireland 
— and I go even further than that and say that unless 
something is done, the commercial development of Ireland, 
instead of increasing, will decrease and undoubtedly, in my 
opinion, -with economical sensible management of the 
canals you would develop a good deal of traffic that would 
make them pay. The traffic has practically all been killed ; 
it has been taken &om the canals. 

13436. How has it been killed ? Are you referring 
to the rates and the tolls ! — Not alone ; the tolls are too 
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high, hat there are other ways of killing traffic besides 
tolls. There is the want of accommodation. The boat- 
owners who used to work on the canals formerly have 
been to a certain extent boycotted and every disability 
' has been placed in their way. In the case of the Grand 
Canal Company, and the Royal Canal Company, as 
managed by the Midland Great Western, the few ware- 
’ houses are nearly in mins, and they give no facilities 
for any kind of traffic on the canal, and the boatowners 
will not be aUowed to have these storages. Taking the 
case of the Grand Canal Company, and I am glad to see 
3Ir. Waldron here, I am told it is the fact that the Grand 
Canal Company and the Great Southern and Western 
Company have a pooling arrangement and that, as a 
matter of fact (and Mr. Waldron will be in a position 
to cross-examine me and also to tell me whether my infor- 
mation is correct or not), it is more profitable for the 
canal company not to carry traffic but to give it to the 
Great Southern and Western Railway Company. Now 
I want to know what kind of competition that is between 
canals and railways. 

13437. We had the evidence yesterday of the Grand 
Cana! Company, who told us they had handed over cer- 
tain traffic to the railway company and that in return 
for that they received regularly a percentage from the 
railway company which they included in what they 
received for tolls in their general receipts ? — I am not 
a member of the Commission, but if I were I would cer- 
tainly insist on that agreement betiveen the canal com- 
pany and the railway company being put before me 
as evidence before I would be inclined to believe any 
statement from anyoneconnected with it — not that I dis- 
believe them, but it may not be judicious to tell the whole 
truth in a matter of this kind. If I might make the 
suggestion to the Commission, I think it is the business 
of the Commission to have that agreement put before 
them, even if it is not made public. 

13438. We have asked for the agreements ? — I do 
not understand these kind of agreements between canal 
and railway companies for the benefit of the public. 
On No. (.5) “ the expediency of canals being made or 
acquired by public bodies or trusts, and the methods 
by which funds for the purpose could be obtained and 
secured ; and what should he the system of control and 
management of such bodies or trusts,” now- that is a 
very difficult clause to answer satisfactorily, but I suppose 
you are aware, my Lord, certainly the Members of Parlia- 
ment on this Commission are aware, that there is a Bill 
which is very seriously discussed (it was brought in by 
Mr. Barran last year in the House of Commons) and I 
happen to belong to the Committee having charge of 
that Bill, not a Committee of the House of Commons, but 
a Private Committee of Members of all sections, and 
there is a scheme before the House of Commons to acquire 
all the canals in England and to put them under a Public 
Trust, by which the rights of the consignors would be 
to a certain extent guarded, the idea being to take the 
canals out of the hands of the railway companies sad 
. run them something on continental lines. That is rather 
a large question to put before this Commission, bat I have 
quite made up my mind about it that something of that 
kind could be much more easily done in Ireland than it 
would be in England, because there are not so many 
canals in Ireland as there are in England, nor are theyso 
valuable, nor have tfa^so much traffic, on aceotint of^thc 
reasons I have stated. I believe in the principle of that 
Bill which, although it has not been adopted, has been 
discussed a good deal in the House, as I suppose you are 
aware, although I do not know whether it has been before 
the House of Lords or not. 

13439. We have the Bill before us ? — Something on the 
lines of that Bill should be followed ; it is too long to go 
into the evidence here, but if you have the Bill before 
you it would be something on that line, with a certain 
amount of elective principle in it The county councils 
are available for the purpose, and also the borough 
councils, and the whole thing could be worked together 
all along, so as to make those canals connected one with 
the other and osefo] for the public generally. I do not 
know that I have anything much else to say except that 
some members of the Commission may try to pick holes 
in my evidence, and I have no objection, because I th mk 
a man that cannot stand cross-examinaton is not a 
good witness. 


13440. (Lord A'enyon.) Has it never occurred to you to 
introduce such a Bill yourself ? — Well, it is very difficult 
for a private Jlember, particularly for an Irish Member, 
who is looked upon as rather a troublesome character, 
to get such a Bill through. Any Member of the House of 
Commons must know that the House of Commons 
takes very little interest in commeice, and almost every 
measure that is brought in has too much politics in it and 
frequently too little common sense. It is next to impos- 
sible to get any commercial Bill brought iuto the House 
of Commons passed, no matter how non-contentious it is. 
That is my experience, and I have bean there for fourteen 
years. 

13441. (Mr. Waldron.) I shall not accept your sugges- 
tion to cross-examine you, but I would like one thing 
explained. As long as these enterprises remain in private 
hands (I think there is a great deal to be said for nation- 
alising them) by what machinery can you compel a carry- 
ing company, if they find it costs them 6s. to carry a ton 
of coal for which they can only get a rate of 6s. to cany 
it for less ? — I do not propose to ask a private company to 
do business at a loss ; what I propose to do is to dis- 
establish that private company and to put all these public 
utilities into the hands of representative men, and by means 
of that you will reduce the cost of carriage in England, 
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales to about less than half what 
it is at present. 

13442. Then we find ourselves in perfect i^reement : 
you agree that as long as these enterprises are in the hands 

of private companies ? — No, I did not mean to convey 

that at all. 

13443. I am in agreement with you, if you will allow me 
the liberty, that it is a desirable thing, or may be a desirable 
thing, that these waterways should be itationalised and 
unified, which is one proposition, hut as long as a waterway 
is in the hands of shareholders, by what method can Parlia- 
ment, or anybody else, compel them to take from any 
person who tenders it to them freight at a price less 
than they find it costa them to carry at t I do not pro- 
pose to enlarge the question beyond that, and certainly 
I will not attempt to cross-examine you, but that is u 
perfectly simple question and appears to me to admit of a 
simple answer ? — Of course it is quite obvious that 
Parliament haa no right to interfere with a private com- 
pany in the carrying out of its business to make them do 
business at a loss ; that would be, inmy opinion, Ein undue 
interference with private rights ; but if a canal or a railway 
is a public utility it is entirely a different matter. It is 
not the same as if I wanted to supply meat at a certain 
price ; there are 100 men in opposition to me. It is not 
the same as if you in your business as a stockbroker are 
asked by some one to do certain business, because if you 
will not do it at a certain price they will go to somebody 
else instead ; but if I want to use a canal or a railway 1 
cannot go anywhere else and it is a public utility, 

13444. What exactly do you propose ? — To do away 
with the existing system and to nationalise them both. 

13445. You do not answer my question by sa5ung that ; 
I am in agreement with you that it may be desirable, and 
probably is, to do away with them, but dealing with the 
Jerusalem that now is, with the existing condition as wc 
know it, how do you propose to compel any carrying 
company, as the thing exists, to carry traffic unless tliej’- 
wish to do it ; and of course if they can make a profit 
out of it you may be sure they wish to do it ? — I do not 
know that the canals are quite so great monopolists as the 
railways, but all these carrying companies accept tlieir 
responsibility under certain conditions to the State. 

1344G. And the State has provided regulations under 
which they are compelled to carry these things, and, above 
all, has fixed rates at which they have to carry them ? — 
Yes, but do you not see that the canal company has not 
carried out the recommendations of the State, as 1 have 
shown by reading the Report of Major-GeneralHutchinson. 

13447. There is no method of compelling them to 
carry out his recommendations f — I would make them 
do it. 

13448. Is there any method of making them carry it 
out ? — That is for you to determine. What is the Com- 
mission for ? If I were a member of the Commission I 
would find out a way of doing it. 

13449. As the thing stands at present is there any 
method of oompeUing them ?— Not unless this Commis- 
sion does its dutv- 
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13450. (Mr. Qrifpth.) You have spoken of this Bill 
that has been before the House of Commons ; is it on 
those lines that you propose to construct a board for the 
management of the Irish Canals ? — Yes, to a certain 
extent, not altogether ; the circumstances are diSerent 
in England from tvhat they are in Ireland, aud there is no 
proposition in that Bill, as I remember it, to actjuire the 
ownership in the same way. That is a matter that would 
retjuire a good deal of consideration. 

1.3451. Bo you think that a board constituted of in- 
dividual members of all the county councils and boroughs 
in Ireland would make a good board ? — 1 do ; I have the 
%'alion»Ust3 greatest confidence in the administrative powers of my 
a Unionists, fellow-countrymen, and I do not care whether they are 
Orangemen or Freemasons so long as they are Irishmen. 

13452. But these bodies aro scattered all over the 
country ? — They would do it for the best ; you may a« 
well say that Parliament ought not to be a good body ; 
they come from all parts of the country, but they may 
be good administrators notwithstanding that. 

13453. (Lord Brassey.) You referred to the Report of 
Major-General Hutchinson as a verj' important document ; 
would it gratify you to know that a similar up-to-date 
Report had been called for with regard to the canals of 
Ireland generally ! — I think it would be an excrllent thing 


to do. There is just one word that I want to finish with, ifr. ir,i». 
and then I am done. I see Mr. Tatlow in his evidence Fidd, M.P., 
yesterday said : “ The railway system is preferable to the /nVi_ 
canals for general transit ; it is moderate in rates, quick Industrlai 
in transit, and there is an absence of complaint of any 

sort.” Now that Mr. Tatlow is here I am glad to ask him, 

is he really serious in giving that evidence ? 2 Oct. 1900. 

13454. (Chairman.) I am afraid you cannot examine 
Mr. Tatlow ? — I want to put it on record that I would not 
allow such a statement as that to go imchallenged, be- 
cause the rates are the highest in the world ; there are com- 
plaints every day and every minute in the day. I do 
not want to delay the Commission, but this is rather a 
curious thing ; just permit me to read one word from a 
letter I got this morning from a lady in the North — mind 
you, from the black North : ” I hope Mr. Field is in good 
form for the fray. Tell him to nationalise the railways. 

I have my knife in the Great Northern Railway.” That 
is a letter from a lady to my sister this morning, and yet 
our friend Mr. Tatlow comes and telis us there is no 
complaint, and our Irish Ca'tls Traders and Stock 
Owners Association’s prin ipil business every week is 
dealing with complaints about the manner in which live 
stock are treated on the railways in Irelind. 

Tk& Witness withdrew. 


Mr. Charles Henry Bingham, called in ; and Examined. 


(Certain of the Statements handed in by Witness are printed 
as Appendix No. 5.) 

13455. (Chairman.) Y”ou are a director of Messrs. 
Tedcastle, McCormick, & Co., Ltd., coa! merchants, in 
Dublin ? — I am. 

13456. .And you also own ships? — We have a line of 
steamers running betu'een Dublin and Liverpool and 
between other ports as well. 

13467. Is your company extensively engaged in the 
coal trade ? — Largely. 

■lusi trade. 13458. Have you hod experience for about thirty years 
in forwarding coal over the Grand and Royal Canals 
from Dublin ? — That has been part of my special business. 

^rsnd Canal. 13459. Wifi you give the Co mm ission the result of your 
experience ? — So far as the Grand Canal is concerned we 
have practically no fault to find; they always meet us 
to the greatest possible extent. The only difficulty we 
have with them is with regard to the Barrow section 
of the canal. There we find great difficulty in getting 
tonnage, in point of fact at the present moment we are 
very much behind with our deliveries. 

Barrow 13460. Wliat do you suggest with regard to the Barrow 

.section of the canal? — The great difficulty is want of water, 
but at|tne same time at certain periods of the year we do 
get acco nrrodation ; at other periods of the year we 
cannot get accommodation. I think it was admitted 
here yesterday that there were certain classes of ti'afSo 
that the canal oo npany did not care to carry and coal 
was mentioned as one. Of course the railway company 
are ’only too eager to carry that coal, but it does 
not suit our clients, and it does net suit ourselves. 
Barges come alongside the colliers in the river, and 
also alongside our general cargo steamers, and they 
take delivery direct from us. When the barges go to 
the country we generally find that the canal harbours 
have been utilised by traders for receiving their con- 
•signments of coal and other produce, and thereby 
■dees away with expensive cartage from the railway. 
In the olden times, I understand, there were canal 
harbours at these important towns, and there were exten- 
sive storages at these harbours, but these stores have 
to an extent got into the hands of local traders who 
use them for storage purposes. Therefore we generally 
■find OUT clients in the country are more anxious to receive 
their consignments by canal tban they are by rail. They 
Are more in favour of the canal than of the railway. 

13461. This -want of depth of water in the River 
Barrow must be a very serious inconvenience in carrying 
■coal ? — It is. 

13462. I suppose your experience is that you carry it 
TOOsb economioafiy when you can take it in laige boat 
loads 1 — Decidedly so. 

3.36— II. 


13463. If you could take it in larger boatloads even jj/-, <7 fj 
than the largest boats on the Barrow, I suppose that Shigk-M. 
would he an advantage to you ? — Well, the tendency Coni .\fer. 
is that way, to increase the load of the barges. chant,pnhUn. 

13464. Do you know anything of the experience with 2 01.1 190(3 
coal in France, Belgium and Germany ? — No, I do not. ! 

13465. The main complaint you make is that there Complaint, 
is not sufficient water for the barges to travel fully laden ? 

— That is on one particular portion of the canal from 
Athy to Carlow and Bagenalstown. 

13466. What other complaint have you to make with 
respect to the Grand Canal ? — Practically none. 

13467. Are you satisfied with the rates that are charged ? 

— Yes, the rates are fair. 

13468. They are reasonable ? — I’es. 

13469. With regard to the facilities for landing yonr 
coal from the barges, ■n-hat have you to say ? — We have 
no fault to find. 

13470. Do you take means to minimise the breakage 
of the coal? — We do to a large extent; we have put 
up machinery on our own wharves. 

13471. Is that done by the use of cranes ? — W'e have 
a system of hydraulic cranes for discharging coal and we 
find we can load the barges with much less breakage 
tban it could be deposited or loaded into railway 
waggons. 

13472. Does that apply particularly to Dublin ? Are 
you speaking principally of Dublin ? — Yes. 

13473. (Jfr. Killick.) Did I rightly understand you to 
say you could load a barge with less breakage than you 
could load a truck? — Yes, I have explained that; the 
barge comes alongside the steamer and the coal is lifted 
up direct from the hold in the receptacle or tub, and 
is lowered over the side into the barge, in fact it is 
lowered down to a few inches of the bottom of 
the barge. We can get that done without difficulty. 

With regard to a railway waggon, if the w^gon is a 
specially constmoted coal waggon we can always do the 
same that is, the coal can be deposited by the railway 
companies’ own orante into the coal waggon with almost 
the same degree of breakage as into a barge, but we do 
not find that the railway companies provide ue with coal 
waggons. The Great Southern and Western do to a 
large extent, but the Midland Great Western have a 
■uniform waggon for goods, cattle, coal, and almost 
everyriiing, and these waggons cannot be loaded with the 
same degree of regularity and with the minimum breakage 
that an ordinary coal waggon can. 

13474. (Chairman.) You bring a great deal of coal into Carriage by 
Dublin : what proportion of coal do you put on the 
railways and what proportion on the canal ? — I took out 
6 
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some figures for the year ending 3Ist March of this year 
and 1 found that over the Grand Canal we have practi- 
caliy sent about 22,000 tons. That is exclusive of the 
' canal company’s own requirements of coal, which we also 
supplied, but for traders and clients in the country the 
quantity was about 22,000 tons. That is somewhat 
less than the average. 

13475. How much do you supply to the railways ? — 
About 5,000 tons — not to the railways but to the canal 
company for their own requirements. They also take 
coal for their own special requirements on the canal. 

13476. How much do you supply to the railways ? — 
A small quantity — we do not carry the railway companies' 
supplies. 

13477. Nothing like the 22,000 tons ? — No. 

1347S. Do you find that country merchants along the 
line of the Grand Canal prefer receiving their supplies 
by water ? — They do. 

13476. Is that because the coal is less broken, or why ? 
— For reasons 1 have already given you, that the canals 
serve the towns better than the railways do ; the position 
of the canal harbours as a rule is in the centre of the 
towns very convenient, while the railways are some 
distance away. That is in some cases. 

134S0. Have you any difBeulty in procuring barges on 
the Royal Canal ? — Very great difficulty indeed. 

13481. Are there not as many bye-traders as there used 
to be ? — 1 understood that the number of bye-traders has 
increased but during this last two or three years the 
quantity of merchandise carried over the Royal Canal is 
increaising and the bye-traders find it pa 5 rs them better 
to run their boats with general merchandise than coal, and 
that has taken sway from us some of the barges formerly 
available for coal traffic. In point of fact we have 
recently had to employ some bye-traders from the Grand 
Canal system to take coal down the Roval Canal system. 
Very few boats of the Grand Canal can travel over the 
Royal Canal, the locks being of a different measurement. 

134S2. Have you any difficulty on the Grand Canal with 
procuring barges !— With the e.vception of the Barrow 
Navigation, no. 

13483. It is on the Royal that your difficulty is ?— 
Practically so. 

13484. {Lord Kenyon.) Did your first answer refer to the 
Royal or to the Grand ? — The Royal. We have not as 
many coal barges available on the Royal Canal as we had 
ten years ago. 

13483. {Chairman.) When you spoke of the 22,000 tons 
on the Grand Canal and the 5,000 for the company, you 
were speaking only of the Grand Canal ?— Yes. of the 
Grand Canal only. 

13488. Could you give the figures for the Royal Canal ? 
— Yes, it is over 3,000 tons in the year, between 3,000 and 
4,000 tons. 

13487. The Royal Canal supplies a much less populous 
district ? — That is so ; under no circumstances could the 
same amount of coal be expected to go over the Royal 
Canal as over the Grand CanaL 

13488. With respect to the facilities on the Royal Cana! 
for landing your coal, have you anything to say about that 5 
—Great complaints are made witit regard to the condition 
of the canal and the want of water and the reduced tonnage 
of the boats, but so far as the landing of the coal at 
destination is concerned, I do not think there is any diffi- 
culty once the coal gets there. 

13488. Do yon think there is a future before the Royal 
Canal ? Do yon think if it were maintained in a really 
efficient state it could be made into a prosperous concern ? 
— I have no doubt if the Royal Canal was conducted in 
opposition to the railway or, as in the case of the Grand 
Canal, in friendly rivalry to the rwlway, that it would 
succeed. 

13490. Ton attribute the present condition of the Roval 
Canal to the fact that it is owned by the railway company ? 

13491. And you think that if it were in other hands it 
would be capable of being largely developed. Do you 
think the number of bye-traders would be increased and 
that new boats would be built to replace those that are 
worn out ? — That is my opinion. 


13492. We heard yesterday that there are only twenty- 
two barges in all on the Royal Canal ; do you think that 
that number would be largely increased ? — I do, and I 
might remark here that I was rather pleased to hear that, 
because in a report of ilajor-General Hutchinson’s, which 
is already before you. he gave thenumber ef boats as seven- 
teen, and that tends to show that there has been an 
increase in the number of bye-traders. 

13493. Do yon make much complaint of the weedv 
condition of the canal ? — I cwinot speak from experience, 
but from the complaints put before me by the traders it is 
very great. 

13494. Do the bye-traders compete at all successfully on 
the Royal Canal with the railway ? — Up to ten years ago 
they did ; since that certain r^uctions in rates on the 
railway have been made which have interfered very much 
with the carriage of coal by canal. 

13495. On what part of the railway have those reduc- 
tions been made ? — Principally from Dublin to Mullingar. 

13496. Has that injured the bye-traders on the canal ? 

— It has. 

13497. And that has taken the trade which they used 
to take from the canal on to the railway ! — To an extent.} 

13498. The tolls 1 think had been reduced by the Board Tolls, 
of Trade in 1894 ?— My impression is (I have no evidence 
on the point) that it was reduced to a maximum toll of 
Is. 8d. over anv portion of the system. That is tlie 
extreme rate. I think the Mullingar rate was reduced 
to Is. 7d. 


13500. (.Vr. Dai-iaon.) Whet station is that? Kings- 

court. There is no competition to Kingsoourt with the 
canal. I am not aware that there are any special rates or 
inducements offered to traders or merchants for largo 
quantities of coal to Kingsoourt— at least they have never 
come under my notice. Comparing that rate to Mullingar 
and Kingscourt I would draw attention to the rate for a 
similar distance on the Great Southern and 'We^ra 


13499. .-ind it is since that reduction of tolls that this Effect of 
reduction of rates has been made upon the railway reduction. 
That is so. Would you allow me just to make re- 
ference to that matter of rate which you have asked me 
about ? Twenty years ago, if I may go back that far, 
the rate by boat was practically the same as the rate by 
rail, 4s. 6d. We may take Mullingar as being the principal .4,, 
centre, and the rate I am speaking of is from Dublin 5. 
to Mullingar. In July 1895. the railway company 
furnished us with a list of rates, and I find rl e 
rate to Mullingar is 4s. 3d. in 6 ton waggon loads. ~ 

At that time, or about that time, the boatmen engaged 
on the canal reduced their rate to 4s. 3d. The toll 
would fae Is. 7d. and the difference would be freight. 

The company gave notice that they would carry 
to Mullingar 50 ton lots at 4s. with the very im- 
portant concession that the 50 ton lot might be spread 
over eight days. Now to a trader in the country that was 
a great advantage ; practically speaking he might get a 
waggon-load of coal every day for eight days and claim 
the rebate between 4s. 3d. and 4s. If he gets it by 
he must t^e it all in one lot of 50 tons. 1 am drawing 
a distinction now between the facilities on the railway 
and on the canal. Further, they offered to take a 200 ton 
lot, if sent within a month, at 3s. 6d. It is only right 
to say that the railway company— although notoffioiSly 
I believe they do it— offer to give a rebate on the toll, 
a reduction of 2d. I think from Is. 7d. to Is. 5d. to a bye- 
tr^er who would undertake to carry 200 tons of coal 
within a month to Mullingar ; in other words he would 
hare to make four journeys to Mufiingar in order to enable 
him to claim that rebate. That was a perfectly safe 
offer becaiKS a boat could not make four Journeys to 
Mullingar in a month without coming back empty from 
Mullingar to load coal, and the loss of the return load 
would be much greater to the boat owner than the mere 
^fference of 2d. on the toll. I am not aware that that 
Is. 3d rate of toll has ever been put into operation. The 
fact remains that the rate for 200 tons of coal to Mullingar 
if sent within one month is 3s. 6dL If I might draw 
attenHon to another station on the Midland Great Western 
system it is practically the same distance from Dublin 
as Mullingar ; it is on the Dublin and Meath line It,* 
believe, and the rate for 6 ton waggon loads is 4s 8cL 
as against 4s. 3d. to Mullingar, or 4s. or 3s. 6d. for iMger 
quantities. ® 
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Bailway. I allude now to a station called Maryborough, 
which is practically the same distance from Dnllin, or a 
couple of miles further, perhaps, than either Kingscourt 
or Mullingar, and there we have a railway rate of 5a. 

13501. (OAaiVmfift.) I missed the rate to Kingscourt; 
what was it ?— 4s. Sd., Idiat is for <3 ton lots. We send 
large quantities of coal to Maryborough and we have 
on several occasions endeavoured to get a rebate from 
the railway company without avail ; they adhere to 
the 5s. rate and say the service cannot be rendered tor 
less. Taking those two stations, Kingscourt and Mary- 
borough, and placing them alongside Mullingar, I think it 
is patent to everybixly that Mullingar is very favourably 
circumstanced. I do not find fault with these reduced 
or special rates — far from it — I appreciate them, but I 
think that the object in view is too transparent. 

13502. I omitted to notice that you had handed in a 
supplementary proof ; with respect to the question of 
facilities and improvements needed on the canal system, 
do you think that they liavc remained rather stationary, 
where they have not become derelict, instead of pro- 
gressing as railways and other forms of carrying traffic 
have progi'essed 1 — They are practically stationary. 

13503. Considerable improvements have taken place 
on the railway?? — Undoubtedly; it is common now to 
see in England 20 ton waggon loads of coal and other 
merchandise, and in Scotland they have them up to 50 

ISSOi. Wljat is the largest coal waggon used in Ireland ? 
— The Great Southern and Western have 10 ton coal 
waggons hut the Midland Great Western have not more 
than 7 ton waggons so far as 1 know. 

13505. With the Irish gauge surely they ought to be 
able to have a bigger tonnage in a waggon ? — Un- 
doubtedly, but the country traders do not view them 
with favour. 

13506. There is not such a demand for large consign- 
ments ? — There is not. 

13507. With respect to the Royal Canal do you think 
it is a drawback when a canal company does not carry 
itself ? — Decidedly. 

13508. You would like to have both the byo-troders 
and the company carrying ? — Precisely, because in the 
case of the Grand Canal we have a canal company’s rate 
and wo have a rate by the bye-trader. In the case of 
the Royal Canal we have nothing to guide us es:cept the 
railway rate. 

13509. Have you anything else to say about the future 
control of canals ? — I do not see that the future is so 
dark as some people would make it appear to be ; I 
think there is a future before the canals if they are pro- 
perly developed. 

13510. What would you propose ? How are they 
to be developed ? — By being kept in proper navigable 
order. 

13511. Do you think it desirable that they should be 
amalgamated and linked up together under one sj-stem ? 
—I do not think so ; liave thought that over very care- 
fully, and if you take the map of Ireland before you do 
not find that the e two canals approach each other at any 
one point. There is a connection, I believe, with the 
Shannon not very much availed of, but situated as the 
canals are. I do not see myself that any linking up would 
be benuficiol. 

13512. There is not the same case for it as in England ? 
—No. 

13513. In England you are aware the some route is 
often in the hands of several companies ? — Yes. 

13514.* There is a certain amount of that in the north 
of England ? — There may be, but taking the Royal and 
the Grand, 1 do not think it applies. 

13515. Taking the Royal, the Grand, and the Shannon, 
you do not see any very great advantage in linking the 
three together ? — I do not. 

13516. We heard yesterday of the difficulty of getting 
through rates on the Shannon, but the maximum rates 
are charged when the Grand Canal wants to send traffic 
to Limerick ? — That is so. 

13517. Do you think that could be overcome without 
amalgamation ?— The great difficulty there lies with 
the Board of Works, they impose the maximum toll, and 
I do not see how that can be remedied myself. 


13518. Of course, there are means of getting through ,1/r. C. B. 
rates settled by appealing to the Railway Commissioners 1 
— Certainly. Ooal Mcr- 

13519. Have you considered the question: supposing 
there were a change of control as between State control 2 Uei. laoii. 
and local bodies ? — I should favour State control if it ■ ■ 
comes to that ; I think with local bodies you would have 
party interests intervening. • 

13520. But you do not see the strong case for State 
control that the last witness did ? — No. 

13521. {Mr. .Mi'nc/i.) Do you find any difficulty in 
getting bye-traders to take a loading of coal on the 
Barrow system ? — We do ; if they can get any other 
loading they will not take coal. 

13522. In the summer they can only bring down a 
very limited quantity ? — A short load. 

13523. And it would not pay them ? — That is so. 

13524. (il/r. Darfson.) Do I understand that railway 
rates have come down so much between Mullingar and 
Dublin that a bye-trader on the canal cannot make a 
living ? — Practically so. 

13525. The only redress he could get would be if 
tolls were decreased ? — That is so ; as a matter of fact, we 
have not endeavoured — my colleague will be before you 
probably to-morrow and he will tell you — to reduce the 
rate by the boat because we know the boatman cannot 
exist on a lower rate, and we are practically giving thorn 
the same rate, notwithstanding the reduction on the 
railway rate, as we gave them before. 

13526. Y'ou mentioned that 50-ton trucks were 
being used in Scotland ; are you aware that that has 
been a complete failure ? — I have beard so. 

13527. And that those trucks are now employed solely 
in moving loco coal J — I think that is so ; 1 think 20 
tons is about the maximum. 

13528. Twenty tons is the economical load ? — That 
is so. 

13529. {Mr. Griffith.) Of course, the very fact of the rail- 
way company having reduced their rates to this very 
low point is a distinct advantage to you as a trader ? — 

Certainly. 

13630. What objection can you raise to that, because 
you seem to raise objections to the lower rates ? — 1 
raise the objection because I do not think it is done with 
the intention of benefiting the public at large ; I think 
it is done with a view to direct the traffic from the 
canal on to the railway. 

13531. Do you mean to kill the bye-trader? — Practi- 

13532. That is the suspicion, as Mr. Waldron says ?— 

That is my suspicion. 

13533. And when he is killed, what then ?— I do not 
know what will happen then. 

13534. Do the bye-traders carry aU your coal ? — Oh no. 

13535. Not from the Liffey ? — Anything they carry is 
from the Liffey ; they do not carry our entire consign- 
ments of coal. 

13536. Then the company's boats do carry coal, be- 
cause yesterday I was under the impression that they 
carried very little coal ! — The Grand Canal Company ? 

13537. Yes ?— At certain times of the year they do take 
coal, but it is exceptional. 

13538. {Lord Rtnyon.) Is there any return cargo for 
these traders who carry your coal ? — Oh yea ; they bring 
us back timber very often for shipment to Liverpool, 
and they bring back sand or turf. 

13539. {Mr. KilUok.) Where does the 22,000 tons you 
send up the Grand Canal go— how far up ? — As far as 
Athlone and Bsilinasloe. 

13540. What proportion of the 22,000 tons reaches 
Athlone ? — Not much ; the bulk of it goes to the Midlands, 

TuUamore, Athy and Carlow, I may say short distance 
traffic. 

13541. The bye-tradeta on the Grand Canal, I suppose, 
are people who run one boat with their own horse and live 
on Hie boat ? — Exactly. 

13642. Not any concern of a large character ? — No. 
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Mr. C. E. 13543. I do not understand myself how it happens that 
Ehifi/infi), there are so few of them. I understood yesterday that 
hl^r^'ir some fifty-three in all? — I think there are 

•■ha ul. i>'l, hn. seTenty-two ; that was the number mentioned yesterday. 
2 liel. 19"'6. 13544. It does not appearto be a very attraetivecalling? 

— ■ - — I would rather see more myself. 

Future for 13545. {Sir Francis Eopicaod.) I understood you to 
Royal Canal, say you were hopeful of the future of the Royal Canal if 
properly managed ? — 1 am. 

13546. And money spent upon it ? — Certainly. 

13547. The present rates maintained ? — Yes, the 
present rates ; if you apply the same mile.ige rate on the 
Grand Canal it is all right and the rates should pay. 

13348. I am very glad to hear what you say, and I do 
not doubt it, but I wanted some little further exnlanalion. 


There is very acute competition between the .Midlard 
Great Western and the Royal from one end to the other, i 
think ? — There is. 

13549. And as a trader of experience do you believe 
that the Royal would be able with its existing rates to 

attract traffic to it from the ilidland Great Western ? 

I do. My reason is this, that if the canal was maintained 
properly the boats could carry more and trsvel faster, and 
they could compete better with the low rates on the 
railway. 

13550. Even assuming that to be the case do you not 
think as things stand the railway company would take 
steps to prevent traffic going from the railway oompanv 
to the canal ? — I am greatly afraid they would. 

T7ie Wilness viithdrexo. 


Dr. O’Ryan, called in; and Examined. 


Dr. Olipan, 13551. {Chninnan.) You belong to the South Riding 
TivjKrary of Tipperary ? — Yes. 
iS.R.) CotnUu 

Conneil. 13532. Andareamemberof the County Council ? — Yes. 
o ,5^^ 13533. Are you a doctor by profession ? — I am, but I 

' ' also have been engaged in business which gave me a con- 

siderable amount of acquaintance with traffic altogether 
by railway. 

13554. What was the nature of your business ? — A 
member of a firm of druggists. 

13555. Did you do any business by canal ? — No, we 
have no canal in the County Tipperary. 

13556. On what points do you particularly wish to give 
evidence with respect to Tipperary ? — In the first place, 
that the canals which exist ought to be maintained, but 
I do not think there is any scope for creating any new ones. 

13557. Arc you speaking principally of Clonmel or are 
you speaking of the Shannon ? — I am speaking of all the 
canals in Ireland. I know something of the two piincipal 
ones perhaps, that is the Grand Canal and the Royal. 
I have never had any business relations with them. 

13.538. When you were in business where was it ? — la 
Tipperary. 

13559. What part — in the town of Tipperary ? — Yes. 

13560. That is not near any waterway ?— No. 

13561. You are about equidistant from Clonmel and 
Limerick ? — .\bout equidistant, yes, and the only water- 
way with which we have anything to do there is the Suir 
Navigation, which comes up lo Clonmel which is tn-euty- 
tive English miles away. 

Suir Naviga. 13582. Is there anything you wish to say about the*Suir 
tion. " Navigation ? — It suffers from some disabilities that have 

been mentioned in regard to the Barrow, and I have seen 
the Barrow Navigation in various parts and walked along 
the banks. 

13563. We have witnesses coming from the Suir Naviga- 
tion to give us evidence to-morrow morning ? — The county 
council maintams that an alteration has been made of 
late years that has thrown the chief burden of maintaining 
it on the general rate which is struck by the county council, 
and it is rather expensive and certainly unsatisfactory. 
During a great part of the year there is not a sufficient 
water supply and, as a consequence, timber, for instance, 
which is very largely shipped {more largely than I would 
wish to see in some respects, because it is injurious to the 
climate of the country to have it cut down to the extent 
that it is being done) accumulates on the quays at Clonmel 
1 should say for a period of a year and a half before it 
can be taken away, because of course the main cutting 
is done in the summer-time and there is no water to carrv 
it away then. My opinion on the general question I's 
that the canal systems which exist at present ought to be 
maintained. I heard some questions asked which were 
not answered quite in the way I would answer them as to 
how they should be maintained, or what the Imperial 
Government or what an Irish governing body should do 
with them. My opinion with regard to them is that they 
require to be improved. I walked along the banks o’f 
the Grand Canal between Lucan and Hazellatch sometime 
ngo, and I should say the minimum depth of the canal 
should be six feet at least. A similar Commission to this 


eat sixty years ago exactly, in the year 1840 ; I cannot say 
if it was a Parliamentary Committee or a Royal Commis- 
sion, hut the evidence was taken in London, and matters 
have not improved except perhaps with regard to' the 
Royal. The principal part of the evidence given then 
that I am conversant with was given by Mr. Pee. 
who had started business in Longford and after- 
wards in Athlone. He was a man of great enterprise 
and he put his own boats on the canal. The boats that 
were used at that time, just as they are used now, were 
not capable of carrying a load that would enable him to 
compete with sea-borne material such as bricks ; brick- 
making was the first industry he tried, and he found he 
could not make it pay, unless he could carry a load of 
sixty tons on the canal. And with regard to the condition 
of the canal, as far as I remember, it was only three 
feet six inches deep at that time, and now we hear there 
is only two and a half feet or two and three-quarters feet- 
When he got the large boats which would have enabled 
him to compete, the bottom was ripped out of them by the 
weeds. Even on the Grand Canal at present there are 
weeds of a very powerful resisting nature which in my 
opinion would take the bottom out of any boat ; but the 
depth of water in my opinion was six feet on them, at 
least in thccentre. He then starteda saw-mill at Athlone ; 
he went into business there. He endeavoured to develop 
the industries of the country. He gave all this evidence ; 
of course it is available, and therefore I shall not dwell 
upon it ; but the condition of things instead of being 
amended has gone from bad to worse. The action then 
which the Imperial Government ought in my opinion 
to take, is to restore riie canal system and the water system 
of Ireland to a condition in which they would be of use 
and to hand them over. 

13564. Have you any special points that you would 
like to mention to the Commission I was about to 
mention what I think the principal point, that they 
should be handed over in a serviceable and workable 
condition to an Irish representative body, and I believe, 
a little different from the last witness, that the main- 
tenance of them would be very well carried out by 
the local authorities under the direction of an Irish 
representative body with full control. With regard Control 
to Tipperary, I believe, and have reason for it, that they 
would contribute readily to the maintenance of any canal 
or waterway that was placed under their charge. 

13565. 'What waterway would the Tippei-aiy County 
Council he prepared to take charge of ?— They have 
charge at the present time of the Suir Navigation Track- 

13566. The upper part of the Suir ?— Well, it is not the 
upper part ; it is from Waterford to 

13507. The upper part of the navigable river Suir, I 
ought to have said ’—Up to Clonmel, which is the highest 
natigable point, the tide comes up about three miles above- 
Carrick-OE-Snir which is twelve miles distant from Clonmel. 

13568. Is there anything else you wish to say ? With 

regard to the bridges over the canal I think they ought 
to be altered and improved; they are a great impedi- 
ment to public traffic. 

13369. Bridges, where 1 — Any place wherever I have- 
seen them ; the bridges ate very old fashioned and very 
steep. 
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13370. If there is anything specially with regard to 
your county or your own experience which you wish to 
mention we should be glad to hear you. I understood 
you attended as a representatire of the Tipperary County 
Council ? — Yes. 

13571. You were appointed by them ? — I was. 

13572. Is there anything you wish to say on their 
behalf ? — I think I have dealt with that — 'that they are 
quite willing to do their part, in my experience, in main- 
taining the trackway of the navigation, but it would be 
entirely beyond their resources to re-construct it so that 
there should be water enough in the river all the year 
round. I have also, if you will allow me to say so, seen 
the canals in many parts of Europe, and I am aware that 
they are all maintained at the State expense and that 
they are free to everybody. 


13573. We have plenty of evidence about that; some i)r. O'Ri/m, 
canals on the Continent are free and some are not ? — In Tijip-uirn 
Germany, in France, and in Holland, I believe they are. {S.R.)Ciru,tif 
I have conversed with a man who brought a ship up the Cumutf 
Neva and through Lake Ladoga; I spoke to him in., 

Novgorod, and the navigation there is, as far as my in- “ 

formation goes, entirely free. That is my opinion with 
regard to the waterways of Ireland that they ought to be 
restored and handed over to an Irish representative body 
who would know how to develop them. I think it is 
impossible for the Imperial Parliament to do that 
properlv ; on Irish representative Government would know 
how to do it, and do it. 

The Witness jcilhdrexo. 

The Commission Adjourned. 
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Philip Snowden, Esq., M.P. 
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R. C. H. Davison, Esq. 
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Witnesses; — Aid. T. P. Horrisssy, Mr. J. Ernest Grvhh, Mr. T. F. Mooney, Mr. H. Ddaney. 


Alderman Teoilas Patrick Morrissey, called in ; and Examined. 


13574. (Chairman.) You appear here as the represen- 
tative of the Clonmel Corporation ? — Yes. 

13575. You come to speak to the Commission on the 
subject of the River Suir Navigation ? — Yes. 

13676. Has it been used between Waterford and 
Clonmel for some centuries ? — That is so. 

13577. What is the distance ? — Twenty-eight or thirty 
statute miles. 

13578. What part of the river is tidal t — The river 
is tidal to a small distance above Carrick-on-Suir. 

13579. Is that a point which is about ten miles below 
Clonmel ? — Yes. 

13580. Have you been connected intimately with the 
trade of Clonmel and the working of land for the last 
twenty-five years ? — Yes. 

13581. Have you a special knowledge of the navigation 
of the River Suir ? — Well, I was a director of a b<»t 
company there for some years, and I did business with 
them for more than thirty years. 

13852. You have yourself worked boats on the river ? 
—Yes. 

13853. What is the condition of the current on the 
non-tidal part of the river 1 — In the non-tidal part the 
current in many places is entirely too quick, and there 
are many rapids and many shadow parts. 

13584. How is the river navigated between Waterford 
and Carriok-on-Suir t — By flat-bottomed boats ; they 
either go by the tide or are worked by a small steam tug. 

13686. Do they ever float up on the tide ’—Yes, they 
do, and they are sometimes brought up by a small steam 
tug. At the time of my early connection with the river 


T do not think there was a steam tug there and they had T- ^ ■ 
to rely on the tide altogether and their own sails. c'lmtneT 

13386. Above Carriok-on-Suir are the steam tugs used Corpornth , 

at all ? — No. 

.3 Oct iiX) 

13587. -4re the boats there hauled by horses ? — They ' ' 

are hauled by horses entirely. 

13588. About eleven statute miles, is that ?— Yes. 

13589. How many horses have to be used for a boat ? 

— From eleven to twelve. 

13590. Is that on account of the rapidity of the current ? 

—Yes, and of course going against the flow of the riysr. . 

13591. How many tons of freight do these boats- 
oatry ? — I think the average Is about 40 tons, but as far 
as Carrick-ou-Suir I imderstand since I ceased to have 
any connection with the river there were larger boats — 
some carrying as much as 60 tons. 

13392. Why are there no boats as large as that now ? — Size of b oai 
I do not thi^ they would be at all available for being us'.d. 
worked from Carriok-on-Suir to Clonmel where the tidal 
water ceases. 

13593. Owing to want of depth in the river, or because 
of the current ? — Both. 

13594. When the water is low how many tons can be 
carried on a boat between Carriok-on-Suir and Clonmel ? 

— At best water a 40-tou boat has to be divided into two 
boats at Carriok-on-Suir, what is technically called there 
“ lightered ” but in the time when riie water is very low 
a boat will sometimes carry about 5 or 6 tons, or 7, or 
sometimes 10. 

13595. Then it has to be divided into at least four 
boats and sometimea as many as eight ? — ^Three and 
four. 
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How many men are required besides the eleven 
' Clonmel ’ , ^ boats through from Carrick-on-Suit to 

Corporation. J— Prom three to four. 

^ ^ , !359i. Do I understand the eleven horses haul two 
■iOef. IfJOU. boats at n time ?— It would be the division of a full 
boat load they would cany, that is 40 tons spread over 
two^boats, as I have described to you, lightened at Carrick- 

1S598. Wlien the river is low can they take more than 
two boats ? — They could take three, what they call two 
lighters and one principal boat. 

13590. How many hours are occupied in making the 
journey between Carrick -on-Suir and Clonmel ?— In the 
ordinary time about five or six hours, but of course if 
there were floods there would be stoppages, and thev 
would not do it so rapidly. 

13600. This system is the same which has existed 
during all the time that the river has been navigated ?— 
Yes, it was the same in ancient times ; but they were 
sometimes hauled by men and women too with ropes. 

un^vi-atlon ^ “‘^^gation of great importance to the 

south part of the county of Tipperary Of very great 
importance indeed. 

13602. And also to the counties of Waterford and Kil- 
kenny ?— That is so. 

13603. IThatis the use of it to Clonmel ? — The river quay 
comes to the very centre of the town, while the railway 
station is a considerable distance off, so that the river is 
really the most convenient and the natural way of taking 
com and butter and bringing up coal, grain, and all such 
articles from Waterford. The boats are very convenient, 
inasmuch as they go alongside the steamer and load 
directly from the steamers into those boats. You have 
cartage in the case of the railway company, which is a 
pretty heavy item. 

13604. You have described traSic both up stream and 
down stream, which is the larger of the two ?— I should 
think at present the up is much the larger. 

13603. Clonmel receives more by the river than it 
sends away ?— That is so, and one of the reasons of that 
IS owing to the uncertainty with which the boats will 
deliver goods. People very often cannot give loading 
to the boats, inasmuch as they would not be sure they 
-would catch the steamers at Waterford, owing to the 
uncertainty of the delivery. 

Pi<^fer the rail- 
road ? — They have to do so. 

yottropinion, worked well for the 
pubUc benefit now ?-Well. it is in the hands of two 


,-igalion. 1 '“““^ ucucuL uuw ; well, it is m the hands of two 
pnvate companies ; the one being the Suir Steam Naviga- 
tion Company ; that is for the haiiUng of the boats, and 
is a distinct company, but the principal boat owners are 
traders as weU, and they bring alarge quantity of their own 
goods as well as goods for the public and freight. 

1360S. Are there any other carriers on the river be- 
sider those two companies ? — Not at Clonmel not 
trading direct with Clonmel. ’ 

13609. Below Carrick-on-Suir there are a number 
That is so. 

13610. You think the interests of these two 'com- 
panies are sometimes not thesame as the public interest * 
—Well, 1 have no direct proof, but I should think that 
sometimes they would clash, that their own vital interests 
as pnvate traders would clash with the public interesta 
and I think it would be more desirable if there was a large 
public company for carrying purposes only. “ 

1 they do 

clash .—Well, suppose an ordinary person had loading 
and one of the oiraere of those boats bad loading at the 
same time of a similar class, I can quite conceive that 
if there was preaure brought on the owner of the boat 
to get lus OTO goods on he might give a preference, 
especially as he is not bound to time. 

1361-2. Has that happened in your experience ’—1 
would rath« not say, if you wiU allow me. At the same 
rime I ivoald bke to say, that the gentlemen who are on 
ttose iwo companies are deserving of every credit 
became under the most adveree circumstances they kept 
on the boats and kept on a competition with the raUwav 
company. ^ 


13613. Is cne of your suggestions that if the river 
were in better navigable condition other traders would 
have boats upon the river and that that would be for the 
advantage of the traders of Clonmel ?— That is exactly 
what I want to impress on your Lordship and the other 
gentlemen, that the means of passage should be such 
and the cost of haulage so trifling that it would enable 
men of moderate means to put their own boats tliere and 
get them hauled inexpensively. 

13614. .Are the rates charged by these two companies 
heavy ? — W’ell, they are necessarily heavy— fairly heavy. 

13613. Their e.xpenses must be heavy owing to having 
to use so many horses ?— It is computed that from 
Carrick-on-Suir to Clonmel the cost would be about Is. 6d. 
a ton. That is the actual cost. 

13618. What would it be all the way between Water- 
ford and Clonmel ? — It varies with the classes of goods 
that are brought. 

13617, I suppose these two carriers carry right down 
to Waterford ?— Oh yes. both to Waterford. 

13618. What do you consider the chief defects which pre- Defects 
vent the people of Clonmel from benefiting to the full 
from the waterway ’—The loivness of the water in dry 
weather, such as we have had, and the rapids and the 
floods being so great at times when the very towpath, as 
they call it, or trackway, is submerged altogether— covered 
with water — and they cannot haul at all. 

13619. Does that occur for many weeks in the year ? I 

have often known it to occur. 


13621. Are there also several rapids ? — Very many. 

13622. T\Tiat are the improvements that you consider 
are required ’—There are many proposals and suggestions 
put forward, but I think there ought to be some canalisa- 
tion of some class. 

13623. Without such canalisation it would not be 
possible for.many people to put boats upon the river and 
navugate profitably ’—There are other proposals they say 
by doing away with these rapids and other improvements 
of perhaps a much smaller nature than 1 contemplate of 
which the cost would not be so great and the work would 
go on more umformly. but then I fear that it will not 

provide a means of transit of sufficient cheapness to make 

It be availed of largely by other men who would be in- 
clined to buy boats and work them there. It would 
require a veiy fafg change on the whole thing in order to 
make it really effective. 

13624. Has there ever been a large scheme for con k.-i 

Si.*™ 

1362.5. Has that_ been seriously considered ’ Well I 

am not aware that it has in recent years, but undoubteiy 
It was contemplated to be done many years ago. Mr 
Grobb, who will be the witness coming after me, will be 
able to give you much more information about that ns he 
has made it the study of his life I may say. 

13626 Do you think this is a matter of local interest or 
interest for the whole of 
freland — I Wiieve it ought to be treated as a State or 
national question. 

-T “‘1°'; * ^iprailion on tb. 

-WbB V (hSl “ I, “SI,” to oontribnt, J 

,nb. ' ^ i »“ too n.tnre of Ibe 

•ohemo and bo.v ,t n-onld be financed ; dniado urban 
to ta'!" ™ “Vnuob t,,ed in recent jeari. aonmoi 
to^tanoe, has been impro.nng its sanitation and gettin- 
m new waterworto and the ianes have gone up ind at 

present we beep the quay in repair, and for a mOe ^ong the 

SXS; “a,"?" “* '?*•* “ at 

Clomei tee of charge of any kind ; ,o that we do a good 
deal for the boats in that way. * 

by t®'to™*JwbT'f"’°°‘'“™ Mamranrinded Tclis. 
cL Of 

13620. How are the other seven-eighths divided 
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Control- 


U» made 
by farmers. 


WllMtiOQ. 


13G30. Is it all the county of Tipperary ?— Tlie track- 
way is on the Tipperary side of the river, hut Mr. Grubb 
•n-ill supply you with that information better than I can. 

I363I. Has it ever been considered that it would be de- 
sirable to amalgamate this with the navigation, for 
example, of the Barrow ? — I have not considered it at 
least. 

13632. If.your plan were adopted and an Irish national 
system were introduced for the canals, what effect do you 

think that would have on the charges for carriage ? I 

think it would reduce them very materially and give a 
great impetus to industries of all classes in the district and 
serve the country generally. 

13633. Do yon think the existence of this navigation 
has any effect upon the railway charges ? — It is a competi- 
tive route. 

13634. Are the charges from Qonmel to Waterford less 
tlian they are where there is no competition 7 — As regards 
the local charges for goods loaded at Waterford the rail- 
way charges compare favourably with the boat charges, 
but in the case of cross channel loading, that is coming from 
Liverpool and Bristol, there are the cartage charges of the 
railway at Waterford which makes the charges higher. 
We have not a free bridge in Waterford and the cartage 
becomes heavier over the bridge. 

1363a. What have you to say on the subject of local 
control 7 — I would prefer the State control with a Local 
Advisory Board. Of course, as I have said before, it all de- 
pends upon who will finance the concern and the nature 
of the scheme. I should like to add that if there was a cer- 
tainty of punotuality in delivery a great increase indeed of 
goods going outwards from Clonmel would immediately 
come to the boats. For instance, I have just been speak- 
ing to the manager of a very large condensed milk factory 
we have in Clonmel, and he told me that he could send 70 
tons of condensed milk weekly by boat at a very con- 
siderable saving, but that, owing to the uncertainty of 
delivery he sometimes had to go by rail. As 1 have ex- 
plained to you the uncertainty arises from the floods and 
shallows and such causes. 

13636. Do lando^roers and farmers in your district 
make much use of this navigation 7 — Yes, they do ; I 
may say they arc very strong in support of the Suir; 
they have always fully contributed. The old Grand 
Jury which existed previously contributed very cheerfully, 
and the county council are continuing the same policy. 

13037. What do the agriculturists send off 7 — There 
is a great deal of timber sent by river, and then they get 
coals, ironmot^ory, manures, and such hke, some for the 
dealers and some delivered direct to the farmers. 

13638. Building materials ? — Very largely. 

13639. Seeds ? — Seeds. 

13640. Feeding stuffs 7 — Yes. Coal is a veiy large 
Item by boot 

13641. Do they send off milk and butter ? — Farmers 
do not but tlie local dairy owners do. 

13642. I suppose the milk is sent in the form of con- 
densed milk 7 — I'es, and also sent the other way from 
Carriok-on-Suir to Clonmel to be made into butter — 
factory milk. 

13643. Is that sent up stream from Carrick-on-Suir ? — 
I do not tliink to any great extent owing to the rapidity 
with which it is requir^ to be taken, bub if there were 
regular deliveries I understand it would be. Sometimes 
sheep are sent from the fairs in the boats, sheep principally, 
and pigs, but not to any large extent. 

13644. Are more sent by railway ? — For and away ; of 
course the! barges presently on the river are scarcely 
suited for cattle at all — in fact they ore not suited be- 
cause they are rather low, but you can bring sheep. 

13645. Are there any sufficient means of collecting and 
forwarding the produce ? — In the ease of com the boats 
come alongside the stores ; the stores and mills are quite 
alongside the riverside and men with handcarts cart 
the com into the boats. In the same way the co:I and 
other articles such as com coming up ate port. re.’, out 
of the boats by men. 

13846. (iSir John Doringtmi.) Is it anybody’s business 
at the present time to look after the river between Cbnmel 
and Camck-on-Suir t — The county council look after the 
repair of the trackway. 


13647. But the river itself ?— Mr. Grubb is connected Aid. T. P. 
with the old company called the Suir Navigation Company .Vorn'ss y, 
and he will be able to give you more information than Glmin.l 
1 can on that. Coi'iHiniCon 


13648. Is the Suir Navigation 
still ? — It is. 


Company in existence 3 0ef. I9l6 


13649. They might take out those shallows ?— You 
could hardly e.vpect them to do that. 

13650. You think the river requii'es canalisation 7 — 
I do, of some form ; of course I am not an expert. 

13651. The existing Suir Navigation Company has not 
sufficient powers ? — They have not, they have no powers 
whatever. 


13652. Is the Suir Navigation Company a carrying 
company 7 — A carrying company. 

13653. Have they no right to manage the river 7 — Mr. 
Grubb is the manager and be will be here presently ; 

I would like you to ask him these questions. 

13654. Do you know the fall of the river between 
Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir ?— I think about 51 feet. 

13655. Y’ou would require a certain number of locks to 
be built 7 — The rapids are very great in some places. 

13656. The natural way to cure that is by a system of 
lockage 7 — That is my idea, but I do not pretend to 
have any engineerii^ knowledge. 

13657. What you want to cure is to get rid of the shallows,, 
and the rapids and, in fact, to make it a river capable of 
navigation 7 — Quite so, uniformity of depth of water. 

13658. When that was done the passage would be 
delayed at the locks of com-se ? — That is so. 

13659. You would want about eight locks to cover the 
50 feet 7 — I do not understand it, but some have suggested 
six or eight, I forget which. 

13660. That would be about ten minutes a lock of 
delay, but othensriso the passage woiJd be certain ; it 
would be the transit over 11 miles plus about ten minutes 
at each lock, about an hour : would that satisfy you as 
regards rapidity 7 — Personally I think it is the right tbiTig 
to do, but I am not an authority on it. 

13661. I only ask your opinion, it is evident that if the 
river is to be made less rapid and the shallows are to be 
got rid of there must be a system of locks 7 — That ismv 
idea. 


13662. And you would not mind the obstruction of the 

Socks — the time taken in passing through the locks 7 

There ere some difficulties about it I need not tell you. 

13663. -Are there no locks below Carrick-on-Suir 7 

None whatever ; they have the tidal water there and a. 
very fine river. 

13664. [Lord Brassey.) I suppose I may take it from 
you that the district with which you are connected 
is a rioh and productive agricultural district 7— Quite so. 

13665. And in your judgment it is well worth whale to 
spend money in the improvement of the navigation 7— - 
I am very strongly of opinion that it is. 

13666. (J/r. Snowden.) The river, I understand from 
you, is only tidal to Clonmel 7— It is tidal to Carriok- 
on-Soir and slightly above Carrick-on-Suir. 

13667. Is there any traffic at all above that point 7— , 
Above Clonmel ? 


13668. Yes 7 — Not by river. 

13669. Thatmeans, therefore, that the goods that would 
come would be for delivery either in Clonmel or in the 
neighbourhood of Clonmel 7— Yes. There is another 
place called Kilsheelan ; there are various points between 
Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel at which boats can stop, 
and take in loading. 

13670. I take it from you, then, that you could not 
expect much traffic on the river except for goods that 
were intended for places upon the banks of the river 
or adjacent ?— Yes. Clonmel drains a very large district 
Agricultural produce for miles round is sold in Clonmeh 

13671. For what distance would you say 7—1 would 
say for ten to twelve miles round. 

18672. Is there much population there 7 — Oh yea. 
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MIXL’TES OF EVIDE-VCE : 


A'd. T. P. ^ I3G73. You said tkat tke derelopmeut of the river 

Morrisscii, would be a very great benefit to the county Tipperary. 
f'lonme' Of course Clomuel is iu the south of Tipperarv- ? — Yes. 

C::rpoTalion. __ Iff J 

• 13674. Do you suppose, therefore, that the eSect of that 

3 Cct. I960. inoproTement would be felt throughout the whole county 

of Tipperary ? — It would to a very large extent, in this 

way, that if we had a ready means of transit to Waterford 
— to the sea I would put it — we could afford to pay better 
prices for agricultural produce and consequently more 
oats would reach Clonmel, for instance, in the case of 
Benefit from grain. Clonmel is a very large oats market, and much 
development more oats would come to Clonmel if we had a cheaper 
means of delivering the oats at the sea. 

13673. To Clonmel fordelivery where ? — At Waterford, 
of course : Waterford is our natural port. 

13670. lam speaking now of the possibility of develop- 
ing the traffic with the interior of county Tipperary ? — 
I have myself bought oats within a few miles of Thurles. 

13677. What distance would that be ? — About twenty- 
two miles. 

13678. Have you brought them by road ? — By train 
into Clonmel. Barley is largely sold from the Thurles 
district in Clonmel 

13679. Do you mean to tell us, then, that it would be 
cheaper to bring them by train from, say, near Thurles 
to Clonmel and then to tranship them and bring them 
to Waterford than to take them by rail all the way to 
Waterford ? — In this way — that the traders in Clonmel 
are more direct traders with farmers than any of the 
people in Waterford are, and for centuries it has been 
the great market town for the sale of grain and butter in 
the county Tipperary ? 

Traffic. 136S0. Have you any figures at all about the amount 

of traffic on the river at present ? — I have thought it 
out ; I have not had much connection with the river 
for tea years now but I should think about 20,000 tons 
— that is for Clonmel and some smaller places between 
Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir. 

13681. You expressed a preference for the State taking 
in hand the improvement of the river ; why do you think 
that it should be a matter for the State rather than for 
the locality directly interested in it ? — In this way— 
there seems a movement all round to promote Irish 
industries ; a great deal of money has been spent in 
technical education, and I am sorry to say that up to this 
lime it seems to me to be all theory and very little practice. 
If that technical education is to be utilised and made a 
permanent benefit to the country you must establish 
industries. I assume that in the future those industries 
will be established. I say it would be impossible, or 
almost impossible, for those industries to thrive unless 
they had a cheap means of transit so as to compete with 
other countries. 

state coutro’. 13682. What reason have you to suppose that if the 
State were to take in hand the improvement of the river 
the rates would be greatly redneed !— The Sute would not 
be looking for a profit on the freight stall, and they would 
only want to treat it so that they should get a sufficient 
interest for the money that wonld be expended. Private 
people look for profit. 

13683. Do you think it would be possible to pay the 


interest on the money and to reduce the rates ’ — I do 
think it would. 

13684. Could you give us any idea of the rates at Rates, 
present charged for goods ? — I can on all the principal 
goods going in there, but Mr. Grubb is much more con- 
versant with that matter, and you might ask him. 

13685. You say there is no guarantee of delivery of 
goods and that is a great hindrance in the way of develop- 
ment of traffic. I understood you to say further that it 
takes something like six hours between Carrick-on-Suir 
and Clonmel ? — Yea. 

13686. Could you expect a much more rapid delivery 
than that by railway ; they do not run a special train 
for you ?— I would be sure to get it off by rail, whereas 
if 1 sent it off by boat, if tliere was an adveise tide and 
strong winds the boat might not be able to reach W’ater- 
ford in time. You miglit have a flood, and although the 
owner of the boat hod fully intended to deliver in time 
he might fail to do so. 

13687. I understand that. I am to assume, then, that 
if you get a fair passage you have nothing to complain 
of in toe matter of time ? — I think they do the work 
fairly well and cheaply. 

13688. I was rather surprised to hear that the butter 
trade does not appear to be quite so extensive as I should 
liave anticipated. Would you expect a development 
of the butter traffic if you had these improvements made ? 

— Certainly. 

13689. I suppose it is not for you to answer the next 
question I might suggest : have any estimates been 

made as to the cost of the improvements needed ? I 

am not aware. 

13690. (.Ifr. Grifjxlft.) Has any definite scheme been 
prepared 1 — 1 do not think there has recently ; I was 
merely a.sked by the corporation to give genera] evidence. 

13G9I. We are not in possession of any facts as to cost 
as Mr. Snowden has asked you, or anything of that kind ? 

— I could not supply figures. 

13692. You do not think there are any insuperable 
difficulties? — I do not think so; some of the other 
schemes might turn out very practicable, but I think if 
you want to deal with it it ought to be dealt with in a 
comprehensive fashion. 

13603. (J/r. ITflfdron.) When you speak of Tipperary 

do you mean both ridings or only the South Riding ? 

The South Riding only. 

13094. (A/r. Crossley.) Are you not getting a free 
bridge at W'aterford bow ? — We hope so in the near 
future. 

13693. The funds are there and all is ready ? — I do not 
think so ; I think there are very great difficulties in the 
way still. 

13696._ When the grain gets to Waterford what do you 

do with it ; is it for home consumption or shipment ? 

For shipment principally. 

13697. Do the barges go alongside the ship ? Yes. 

13698. And in that way the barges are rather more 
convenient ’—They are, both in unloading at Waterford 
and loading at Clonmel. 

The WUneta withdrew. 




Mr. J. Eesbst Gsobb, called in: and Examined. 


3It. J (Certain of tke Statements handed in hy Witness are 

Ernes! Gr'r'ih, printed as Appendix Tfo. C.) 

S’dr Steam 

Xarigation 13699. (Chairman.) You live at Cairick-on^nir and 
Ceimpan-j. are a Justice of the Peace ? — I live near Carrick-on-Snir 

in the ecuntv of Waterford. 

3 0ft. 1900. 

13700. Yon are Chairman of the County Coiint-ii of the 

South Riding of Tipperary 7 — Yea. 

13701. You are also appointed to give evidence by the 
CtJ.ick-on-Suir Erban Council ? — Yes. 


Suit Steam 13702. Are you managine owner of the Suir Navigation 
Navigation Company?— Of the Suir Steam Navigation Companv; 
ny. gjicr mg j ,ant to draw a distinction between 

that and the River Suit Navigation Company. The 


Suit Steam Navigation Company is a private firm, 
while the River Suit Navigation Company is an 
incorporated company by Act of Parliament of 1836. 

13703. Is that River Suir Navigation Company which is 
incorporate by toe Act of 1836 in active existence ?— 
Yes, as active as it is possible considering its exceedinelv 
attenuated income. * 

13704. It baa a small income from tolls ?— Yes, from 
tol.8 and from rents. 


13705. And such income as it receives does it spend 
on the improvement of the river ?— It spends the itoole 
of Its income on the improvement of the ‘ 


A^ipendu 


13706. Have you any statistics which you can hand 
n as rtgards that ?— Yes, 1 will hand them in. §oA 
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13707. They were incorporated by the Act of 1830 
and are in charge of what part of the river ?— Prom the 
westerly bounds of the Waterford HarbourCommissionera, 
which is Granny Ferry, about two miles west of Waterford, 
and their jurisdiction extends under the Act to the old 
bridge of Garrick. They are incorporated " for improving 
and maintaining the navigation of the River Suir and for 
making and constructing a ship canal at Carrick-on-Suir." 

13708. Have they any powers between Carrick-on-Suir 
and Clonmel ? — None whatever. 

pi.vrer' ti> 13709. Has anyone any powers of improving the 
i-iifrote river between those points ?~Yes ; under the old Grand 
rivtr- Jury Act, which I have not got here (I am soriy to sav 

nearly all my papers have been burnt recently ; our 
premises were consumed and I am quite at a loss on some 
points and have to speak from memory), the grand juries, 
and now the county councils, of any county have power 
to expend a sum not e-vceeding £300 in deepening the 
bed of any navigable river or lake provided that two- 
thirds of the sum are contributed by the applicants. 

13710. An application has to be made to the county 
council 7 — Yes. 

13711. And accompanied by an assurance of two-thirds 
of the coat 1 — By the money down ; and on three com- 
paiatively recent occasions the grand jury formerly and 
the county council now have passed presentments or 
proposals as they are now called for sums of £100. £100, 
and £100 for deepening certain portions of the river 
between Caniek-on-Suir and Clonmel in pursuance of 
that Act. 

13712. Before those proposals or presentments were 
passed had they received this contribution of two- thirds ? 
— Tes. 

13713. And the work was carried out in each of those 
cases ? — If I said two-thirds had to come from the appli- 
cants I erred ; it is one-third from the applicant and two- 
thirds from the county council. 

13714. And in each of these three cases you mentioned 
■work has been carried out either by the grand jury or 
by the county council ? — Yes. 

13715. What has been the nature of tie work they have 
done ? Have they deepened the river ?— Only deepening 
berths alongside the quay where the water was too shallow 
for boats to load. These have been exceedingly partial 
and exceedingly small improvements not affecting the 
main traffic in the slightest degree. 

13716. You are experienced, as we shall hear pre- 
sently, in the traffic ; have you benefited by tliese im- 
provements '! — The parties who occupy the berths, and 
my boats occupy one of them, benefited by the deepening 
of the berths where the boats lay, but it did not affect the 
navigation generall3', because there was no deepening 
of the channel ; the sum was too small and the money was 
too insignificant. 

Msinteaince. 13717. While on the powers of the South Riding County 
Council of Tipperary, they have also the duty of main- 
taining the towpath ? — Yes, since an Act of 1793, 1 think, 
under which a grant was made by the old Irish House of 
Commons, which wa®, I tliink, £1,000. I will read, if you 
will allow me, as it will come in more accurately. The 
upper portion of the River Suir forms a navigable high- 
way between the towns of Clonmel and Carrick on-.Suir 
and Waterford and a number of intervening villages or 
hamlets, some of which are situate on navigable tributaries 
of the Suir. The county Waterford forms the southem 
shore and the counties Tipperary and Kilkenny the 
northern shore of this portion of the river which at Water- 
ford passes into the Suir, Barrow, and Nore Navigation, 
thus connecting the places named with New Ross, St. 
Mullins, Innistogue, Ballyhaek, Artburstown, Cheekpoinl, 
etc., etc. There is thus formed an inland natural naviga- 
tion covering with its braoohes about 100 miles, all of 
which is ti^l except fourteen miles (if you wll allow 
me I want to say that it is fourteen miles or very 
nearly fourteen, and not eleven statute j it is 1 1 “ Irish ”■ 
miles) from Clonmel to Carrick-on-Suir ; all of which 
is free from locks and from tolls so far as craft engaged 
in inland navigation is concerned, except some small 
•dues or tolls payable at New Ross. Clonmel is much 
the most important inland town on this navigation. 
My evidence will be confined to the navigation between 
Waterford and Clonmel and mainly to the important 
336— IL 


non-tidal river between Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir- j/r J 
Ocean craft drawing up to 10 or 11 feet of water IJmea/VuWi. 
can reach Carrick-on-Suir on spring tides. Sailing and Suir Sleam 
steam colliers up to 250 to 300 tons formerly traded there. Havigaiion 
They seldom do so now', coal, etc., being carried up the Company. 

river from Waterford in barges. The Act of 1836 re- ^ 

ferred to above gives jurisdiction to the River Suit Navi- ^ 0^1906, 
gation Company between Granny Ferrv, near W’aterford, 
the westerly limits of the Waterford Harbour Commis- 
sioners and the old bridge of Carric.fc-on-Suir. They 
levy a toll of Id. per ton on sea-going craft trading in the 
above limit.s and expend their income on navigation 
maintenance. The amount available is now very small 
(see statistics). Between Cartick-on-Suir and Clonmel 
no public body controls the navigation of those fourteen 
miles, or nearly fourteen. The grand jury formerly 
and now the county council of Tipperary (South Riding) 
maintains, in a rough, imperfectmanner, a horse towpatii 
on the north bank of the river, also the quays at Carrick- 
on-Suir, and the corporation of Clonmel maintains the 
portion of the towpath within its limits, also the quay at 
Clonmel. This portion of the Suir is a steep grade river 
falling 50 feet in fourteen miles (the gradient is much 
more in some places). It is subject to heavy floods 
which submerge the towpath in places and render naviga- 
tion impossible during their continuance ; while in sum- 
mer, when there is a drought, as at the present date, tire 
river falls so low as to be almost unworkable, the depth 
of water on the shallows being in some places as low as 
18 or 20 inches. When there is a full narigable height 
of water (without a flood of a height to prevent naviga- 
tion) the current runs 6J miles per hour in two places 
and at a lesser speed eliwhere. Between these rapids 
there are inteiwemag reaches of calm water with tittle 
current. 

13718. Now I think I will go back to the commence- 
ment of your proof to ask you about your own business. 

Your Steam Navigation Company, of which you are the 
managing owner, carries only between Clonmel and 
Waterford ? — Between New Ross and Clonmel, oc- 
casionally t-hrough Waterford — regularly between Water- 
ford and Clonmel 

13719. You also go up the Barrow some distance as far 
as New Ross ? — Yes. Occasionally we trade there. 

13720. Do you ever go further than New Ross ? — Very 
occasionally to St. Mullins, which is the end of the tidal 
portion. 

13721. And you are also the principal of the firm of John 
Grubb and Son. corn merchants and millers at Clonmel 
and Carrick-on-Suir 7 — Yes. 

13722. You have mills both at Clonmel and Garrick-on- 
Suir ? — Y'es. 

13723. Y^ou are also a director of the statutory com- 
pany you have referred to under the Act of 1836 ?— Yes. 

13724. You are the principal shareholder in it ? Tea. 

13725. It was incorporated by that Act in the 6th and 
7th of William IV., Chapter 90 ? — That is so. 

13726. Which was intituled “An Act for improving 
and maintaining the navigation of the River Suir and for 
making and constructing a ship canalat Carrick-on-Suir ” ? 

— That is 80. 

13727. That ship oanal.so called, has never been made 
quite into a ship canal, has it S— Yes, it was constructed 
50 feet wide through a reef of limestone rocks and is still 
the only way of access to Carrick-on-Suir. All boats 
passing from Clonmel to Waterford use it. It has no locks 
in it. 

13728. Is that some little distance from the river ? No, 

it is in the river bed. It cut through a limestone pro- 
montory which projected into the river from the south 
shore. 

13729. IVTiat is the depth of water in this River Suir Beiith. 
Navigation ? — It varies with the tide, as I said just now; 
sea-going craft drawing up 'to 10 or 11 feet reach Carrick-^ 
on-Suir on spring tides. The river is not naiigable to 
Carrick-on-Suir without tide. It is only navigable when 
the tide flows. 


13730. {SirJohKDorington.) What is the length of those 
vessels ? — The sea-going craft ? 

13731. Yes ? — I cannot say their length ; 300 tons was 
the largest we ever had. 

H 
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MINTTES OF EViriEXCE: 


J/r. J. 13732. (Chairman.) Do you mean oarryitig 300 tons? 
Ernest Grul-h — Yes. 

13733. That is the maximum, is it ? — Yes, thnt is the 
‘c-rmvanv. Ififgest sea-going craft that has traded to Carrick-on-Suir 
quay. 

3 Oet. 1900. 13734. '\\Tiat would be about the usual load of boats 

navigating up os far as Carrick-on-Suir ?— That infor- 
Usual load, mation is contained in the very next paragraph 1 was 
going to read ; 60 tons is the maximum. 

13T3S. You said just now that the maximum was 300 ? 
— What I intended to convey, my Lord, was this, that the 
sea-going craft which reach Carrick-on-Suir, or which have 
done so in the past, attain a maximum of 300 tons burden. 
The craft used in the inland navigation attain a maximum 
of 60 tons. These were the very next words I was going to 
read. 

13736. Wlien you speak of the inland navigation, do you 
mean the navigation above Carrick ? — Jfo, I call inland 
navigation everything above the sea. 

13737. (Lord Brassei/.) Everything above Waterford. 

13738. (Lord Kenyon.) Not necessarily above Water- 
ford : it might be round to Xew Ross ? — Yes, that is the 
reason I said ■' above the sea.” 

13739. (Chairman.) I do not quite understand your 
telling me that sometimes boats carrying 300 tons come up 
to Carrick from Waterford from the sea, and then you tell 
me that the maximum burden of the boats navigating 
this navigation is 60 tons ? — That is so. 

13740. (Lord Keni/on.) The 60- ton barges will not go to 
sea ? — Just so. 


13741. (.Si> John Dorington.) The vessels of 300 tons 
can go up to Carrick and below those vessels of 300 tons 
there is another class which carry only 60 tons ? — Yes, 
they are only GO-ton boats. 

13742. (Jlfr. Killich.) A barge carries 60 tons, but the 
sea-going vessel which goes up to Carrick has a maximum 
of 300 tons ; is that it ?— Yes. 

13743. (Lord Kenyon.) And it is only on exceptional 
tides that the 300-ton vessel can get up ? — Only on 
spring tidies. 

13744. And that does not often occur now ? — I hove 
just said that for some years no such sized vessel hns 
come up to CiOTiek. 

13745. We may dismiss that vessel ? — Yes. 

13746. (CfiatVman.) What is about the usual load 
brought up to Carrick ? — 45 tons would be the average ; 
some boats are 30 tons and some 60, and 45 would be 
about the average. 

13747. Are there a number of villages or hamlets 
between Clonmel and Carrlck-on-Suir which are served 
by this Navigation ’—There is only one village between 
Clonmel and Cairick-on-Suir, but there are a number of 
villages and hamlets served directly by the Navigation 
between Gonmel and Waterford. 

13748. Are there also some navigable tributaries of the 
Suit ? — ^Yes. 


13749. Where are they ? — Between Clonmel and Carrick- 
on-Suir there are none ; between Carrick-on-Suir and 
Waterford there ate several, as the Pilltown River, Portlaw 
Pill, where the River Clodiagh falls into the Suir, Pouldrew 
.Mill, which is situated on a Pill away from the river, and 
Kihnacow Pill. 

13750. Is that the Black River which is navigable 
there ?— I think it is called on the map the Black River. 
Below Waterford there are others, as CampUe Pill near 
Dunbrody Abbey. 

13751. What sizeof boatscanget up to those places ? 

Up the tributaries about 30 tons or 35. 

13752. We heard from the last witness that there hns 
to be transhipment at Carrick-on-Suir in order to carry 
on the goods which are brought up as far as Carrick 
Yes, transhipment cf a portion of each cargo. 

13753. Do you confirm what the ^vitness told us about 
that ? — Yea. I would say it this way : in good water two 
barges carry 40 tons to Clonmel ; at the present moment 
three barges carry only 26 to 28 tons to Clonmel, the river 
I being exceptionally low. 

I 

! 


13734. Has each barge a crew of two men and occasion- 
ally three ? — Each barge has a crew of two men. 

13755. What ore the measurements of the.se barges ? — 

66 feet long and 13 or 16 feet wide on the bottom, which 
is flat. 

13756. How are these barges brought up as far os u. , 
Carrick ?— By steam tugs. There is only one steam tug 
plying regularly ; also one steam barge, and there is 
another tug which plies occasionally. Tiie steam barge 
plies pretty regularly, but the boats occasionally go by 
their own sails and sweeps. The sweeps are 40-feet oars. 

13757. Prom Carriek-on-Suir to Clonmel how are they 
hauled ? — They aro hauled against the heavy current 
described by eleven or twelve horses, dragging two boats 
carrying 40 tons when there is water enough. 

13758. What does that cost 1 — This traction costs 
about Is. 4d. to Is, 6d. per ton burden for the 14 miles. 

13759. Then going down river do the Iwirgos float from 
Clonmel to Carrick ? — They float or sail from C'loumei to 
Carrick. 

18760, What are the difficulties which have to l>e 
overcome in order to navigate this river ?— The deepening 
of the shallows and the lessening of the rapids woul.i 
improve the navigation. 

13761. Are you much troubled with winter floods ? — 

Yes, in some winters the navigation has been stopped for 
periods of from six to eight weeks. That is rather 
unusual. A stoppage for three or four weeks consecutivelv 
is exceptional. 

13762, If you could have a more uniform depth of 
water getting rid of these shallows in summer and these 
floods in winter, would the cost of transit to Clonmel be 
greatly diminished ? — Yes, if we had some S3^tem of 
mechanical h.aulage, which is aneees-sity, I do not suppa«e 
that with horse haulage the cost could be vsrv much 
diminished, in fact it would be impossible to reduce the 
volume of flood by any means so low that horses could 
haul \^hen the river is much flooded ; but some form of 
mechanical haulage would reduce the cost of transit 
materially. 

13763. Do you think that considerable improvements Xmprove- 
could be mode at a moderate cost ? — Without ennaiisa- meiitu. 
tion — yes. Canalisation would cost a great deal, I am 
afraid. 

13764. Can you refer to any Reports made on this Mr, KU'i; 
subject ? — In 1821 John Killaly, engineer on behalf of the Repjrt, !s 
Directors General of Inland Navigation, reported on the 
river, and his Report is on the table, and his map and Appen^tr 
section of the Suir is also on the table, and he advocated Lh. <!. 
the system of spur weirs (which was following what 
the Irish Parliament had already done with the £15,000 
grant at an earlier period) and clearing the navigable 
chaimels. He also put in another plan with cMialisation 
of the river from Carrick-on-Suir to Clonmel and on to the 
Shannon. 

13766. What haa become of those spur weirs you say 
were put in by the Irish Parliament ’—They are now 
excerfingly dilapidated ; they have been occasionally 
repaired by the owners of boats on the river, who appear 
to have no legal right to do so. 

13766. Could you describe what a spur iveir is to the 
Commission ? — A bank of loose stones constructed from 
one bank obliquely towards the centre of the river so as 
to turn the current of water into the navigable channel. 

13767. Is it usual to set them alternately on the one 
side of the river and the other ? — They are nearly nil 
constructed on the south or Waterford side of the river, 
because the towpath is on the other side, and the desire 
is to bring the water as much as possible to the north 
side of the river. 

13768. (Lord Brauey.) The spur weirs do not diminish 
the strength of the current, but they increase the navigable 
depth of the channel ? — They probably make the current 
more uniform ; they increase the current at one place 
and lessen it at another. 

13769. They increase the depth of the water available 
for navigation ? — Yes. Y’ou asked me about the Reports, 
my Lord ; shall I refer to another Report ? 

13770. (Chairman.) We 'Rill finish with Mr. KlUaly’s 
Report : what did he say were the chief impediments ? 
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— Herecommcnds “ im)>roving the navigation by repairing, 
taising and strengthening the present weirs, constructing 
others, sinking the bed of the river in points as described 
in his map.” He concludes : “ The difficulty of passing 
up the rapids would be materially lessened and the depth 
of water maintained throughout.” 

13771. Did he not also report a little further back in 
your proof that the chief impediments are want of depth 
in summer, and too much water in winter, and a strong 
current in most parts ? — That is so. 

13772. Wlrat did he make the fall to be ?— Fifty-one feet . 
13773. I suppose that is from Clonmel to Carrick-cn- 
siuir ? — From the old bridge of Clonmel to the east end 
of the quay at Carrick-on-Suir. 

13774. Did he make any estimate of cost ? — Yes. I 

doubt if it is applicable at the pi-esent day though. One 
estimate is for £2,700, and the ultomative estimate is 
for £17,000 ; one is the estimate for the spur weii-s and 
deepening the shallows, the other is the estimate for canals. 


13775. By a canal do you mean putting locks in 5 — 
Five locks appear to be in his estimate. 

13770. Do you know what dimensions of canal he 
proposed, what were to be the measurements of it ?— 
Of the locks 1 I do not know, the section of the canal 
which I had was, 1 believe, amongst the papers burnt. 


Mr, Oliver's 13777. Then going on to the year 1002, was another 
ki.rt,1902. Report made T— Yes. In 1902, Mr. Oliver, engineer to the 
Department of Agrieuiture, etc., inapeetod tlie river and 
.■ y:iu!i.e reported on this Navigation rather fully. His Report is 
y, on the table, but 1 do not think I have any business to 
/■'i.fii'iiut put in his Report ; I think it would be the Department 

.Vi.f. of Agriculture which ought to put it in. I have not got 
it direct from them, but I have got it from a third party. 

13778. I do not see why we should not have it ? — It 
is at your service. 


13779. If you will be so kind as to spare it to the Com- 
mission we shall be obliged ? — Certainly. 

13780. Did he make a full report ? — Y’^es ; it is pretty 
voluminous. 


13781. Are hw conclusions similar to those of Mr. 
Killaly ? — Yes, if I might read a line or two. His con- 
elusions are similar to Mr. Killaly's. He sa3's, “ Clearly, 
then, it is desirable to deepen the water on the rapids or 
shallower reaches. The deepening can be sufficiently 
obtained, I think, by raising the present flash weiis.” 
(He uses the term “ flash ueir ” for what I called a spur 
weir.) “The maximum velocily will at the same time 
be materially reduced. The obstruction caused by floods 
in winter submerging the towjiath and stopping the naviga- 
tion may perhaps be met by adopting the system known 
as chain towage which is used on the Seine, Elbe, etc. 
It consists of haulage by special tugs carrying their own 
power and winding tliemselves along a fixed chain. The 
present antiquated and costly horse haulage, also the 
maintenance of the towpath, would be no longer needed 
were this system succe.ssfully introduced, but until the 
shallows are deepened as indicated above it could not 
be worked.” 


13782, He does not give as an alternative the canalisa- 
tion of the Suir ? — He states that the volume of traffic 
would be insufficient, speaking again from memory, to 
pay interest on the cost of canalisation. 


13783. Does he give any estimate ? — I think he gives no 
estimate ; I am sure he gives no estimate. 




13784. Have you any opinion yourself — have you any 
means of forming an opinion — what carrying out that 
plan advocated both by Mr. Killaly and ilr. Oliver would 
cost now ? — No, I do not know what it would cost, but 
any sum expended would immediately benefit the river. 
I mean to say it i.s not necessary to spend an enormous 
sum, because if £5,000 or £10,000 were expended there 
would be that proportionate benefit to the river, which 
would go on increasing in proportion to the money you 
expended in deepening the Navigation. I am altogether 
in favour of Mr. Oliver’s suggestion of chain towage ; 
it seems to me the only possible means of mechanical 
haulage if the canalisation scheme, which I presume is 
too expensive, cannot be carried out. 


13785. Is the river pretty straight, or has it many 
bends ?— It has only one bend of any consequence. 


ofl 

137SI5. Therefore it lends itself to that system of chain Vr J 
towage ?— It does. ' £rn^l'Or'M. 

13787. (.1/r. iroWron.) Is the bend you refer to at 
Poulakerry ?— Exactly so. 

13788. (Chairman.) Have you any fear that the spur 
weirs of which you speak would become ruinous as they 
have done before. Would they be permanent ?— I 
sliould think they would be quite permanent ; the ones 
erected probably 100 or 151) years ago are still of use. 

1 have myself been engaged in conjunction with the 
other boatowneis on the river within the last few weeks 
in repairing some of them, and their maintenance would 
cost comparatively little, I believe. 

13780. The boatomiers find it worth their while to 
repair thorn themselves ; that is not done by the Autho- 
rity that you belong to which is in charge of the river ? — 

The amount of repairs done by the owners of boats is 
now quite infinitesimal. 

13700. Has the Suir Navigation Company done any- 
thing at all in the repair of these weirs ? — Yes, the Suir 
Steam Navigation Company has done so. 

13791. 1 meant the other ? — They have no right to do so, 
their jurisdiction does not extend' west of the old bridge 
of Carrick. 

13792. Wliat are the principal articles carried inland ? TraCBt. 

— Coal, grain, flour, feeding stuffs, artificial manures, 
seeds, foreign timber, and a large variety of shop goods, 
including agricultural implements and machinery, etc. 

13793. What are the goods carried down the river ? 

Oats, condensed milk, wool, eggs, fruit, honey, willows, 
native timber, etc., etc. 

13794. How large a proportion of the traffic to and 
from Carrick-on-Suir is carried on the water ?— Kine- 
tenths or uinoteen-twentioths of the tonnage; all the 
heavy goods and a considerable proportion of the lighter 
goods are carried to and from Carriek-on-Suir {I do not 
speak of Clonmel) by wafer. 

13795. What are the exceptions ? What traffic does 
not go by the river to Waterford ? — Or from Waterford ? 

Mainly English goods coming at through rates from 
English stations, which are carried at through rates to 
CiVcrick-on-Suir. 

13796. And there aro perishable articles, I suppose ?— 

Yes, potiltry dead and alive, butter, and perishable 
articles. 

13797. Is the town a considerable distributing and 
coliecting centre ? — Carriok-on-Suir is a vary large dis- 
tributing centre, extending as far as the North Riding of 
Tipperary, and to the eastern portion of County Limerick 
up os far as Birr, Roscrea and Tcmplemore, and in the 
County of Kilkenny up to Urlingford and to the portion of 
Waterford County which is within 8 or 10 miles of the 

13798. Does it owe its position as a distributing centre 
to possessing this tine waterway to Waterford ?— This 
waterway gives it its position aa a distributing centre. 

137D9. Are the roilway rates between Clonmel and 
Waterford exceptionally low ?— They are exceptionally 
low. 

13800. Is tliat another advantage that Carrick-on-Suir 
owes to the fact of having that waterway ? — Carriek-on- 
Suir and Clonmel owe that advantage to the waterway. 

13801. Y'ou say that the Clonmel rates are also very q:,.tes 
low ? — Y'es, and if you will allow me I add hut on 
account of the existing and increasing impediments to 
the navigation between Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel 
very much less traffic passes over that portion of the river 
now tiian formerly, and I believe that if steps are not 
taken to maintain and improve that portion of the naviga- 
tion, traffic to Clonmel by the river will cease and the 
railwayrates will be eventually advanced, and Clonmel will 
cease to be the distributing centre it is. 

13S02. Is Clonmel also itself a considerable distributing 
centre ? — Yes ; perhaps the area over which it distri- 
butes is not quite as large as Carrick-on-Suir, but it dis- 
tributes into the North Riding of the counly. 

13803. Would Clonmel be greatly benefited by the 
waterway being improved ? — Very much benefited. 

13804. Have you made any application to the Board 
of W'orks ? — Yes, several years ago I made application 
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Mr. J. to the Bo.ird of Works ns successors to the Directors 
Urnesl Ornhh. General of Inland Navigation for Ireland, and was in- 
SaiVSream. formed tliat they had no funds at their dispos.-il for im- 
Xofigalion proving the navigation. 

C ompa ty . i3go5_ Have you made any more recent application ? 
a Oct. lOOC. — To the Department of Agriculture in 1902 or 1901, 
and Jlr. Oliver's Report was the outcome of that appUca- 


1S806. But nothing more has come of it t — Tlie Depart- 
ment of Agrieulture informed me that they had not sta- 
tutory powers which would enable them to use the funds 
which they had for that purpose. May I continue the 
Ajipeiidlj: evidence Since I sent you the evidence I was able to 

A 0 . t:. add a few more words to it. May I proceed ? 

l>tateriiea t 

A'o. I. 13807. Certainly The statistics of the sea-going 

vessels I need not read, probably. 

1380S. If you will hand them in we shall be much 
obliged ? — I will do so. I would like to read you the 
statistics of the craft engaged on the Inland Navigation, 
which is important. There are owned in Waterford by 
about fourteen persons or firms about thirty-two barges 
carrying 30 to 60 tons each (average burden 35 or 40 tons), 
mostly employed within 10 miles of Waterford, and none 
of them trading west of C’arrick-on-.Suir. Besides these 
barges those owned by New Ross people and the Grand 
'^ti'ii'uunl Company's barges trade to Waterford, also a few 

.. owned by parties residing on other parts of the river. 

About six barges are owned by parlies residing between 
Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir, twenty-six barges are 
owned at Carrick-on-Suir by ten individuals or firms; 
they carry 35 to 60 tons each, average tonnage about 
43 tons : about fourteen of these twenty-six barges trade to 
Clonmel and Waterford, the remainder trade to Waterford 
only. The Grand Canal Company’s boats trade occasion- 
ally to Carrick on Suir. They can ply between the 
Shannon, Dublin, Waterford, and Carriek-on-Suir. One 
Clonmel firm owns five barges which trade to Waterford. 
The total number of barges belongjjg to Waterford, 
Clonmel, and intermediate places is about seventy, 
averaging about forty tons burden. The following is the 
amount of traffic on River Suir west of Waterford as given 
in evidence before the Bridge Commission at M'aterford 
^ in the spring of 1903 : Carried in one week to and from 

places east of Carrick-on-Suir about 33 cargoes, equal 
to 920 tons : to and from Carriek-on-Suir 25 cargoes, 

equal to 1.125 tons ; to and from Clonmel, etc. 50 

cargoes, equal to 650 tons. Total in one week 108 cargoes 
equal to 2,695 tons. If this rate of traffic was maintained 
over the whole year it would work out to 5,616 cargoes 
of 140,140 tons. I believe the week was an exceptionally 
good one, and that it would not work out to as much. 
The proportion of this trade carried into Cionmel was 
then estimated at 33,800 tons, all of which traffic would 
he assisted by the chain towage system were it available. 
The goods carried up river I have already mentioned. 
The tonnage carried has decreased since i903. and on 
account of the long-continued drought in 19i)6 (which 
still continues), only about 300 or 350 tom have been of 
late carried weekly into Clonmel. The low water does 
not affect the Carrick-on-Suir trade, as the Suir is tidal 
to there. The number of families directly supported by 
the river trade is considerable, being about liXl residing 
at Waterford and about 100 more at Cionmel, Carrick-on- 
Suir, etc. These numbers are exclusive of quay labourers, 
etc., engaged in loading and unloading the barges. In 
1835 there were, it is stated, ainety-three boats plying 
to Clonmel against nineteen now. The exports from 
Clonmel are given for that year as 51,000 tons by river. 
Reepecting the improvements, 1 wanted to remark 
especially that no complaints have ever been made by 
lishcr>’ owners about these works (that is the works 
carried on occasionally by the boat-owners), that they 
ever injured the fishery interests. They probablv facili- 
tate the passage of fish up the river. I have had some 
little experience in getting the rapids on the river cleared 
and spur weirs erected. Much of this work can be easily 
(lone when the river is low with manual labour and without 
machiner>-. The spur weirs on the rivet have always 
l>een built of locwe stones without mortar or cement, and 
they are therefore cheaply erected. It was stated in 1835 
that sixty years previously Sir Wfiliam Osborne obtained 
a grant of £15,CK» (that is what I referred to), from the 
Irish Government for river and trackway improvements, 
and that only a small portion of that amount was expended. 


Previous to that date tlic barges were hauled from Carriefc- 
on Suir to Clonmel by gangs of men and women. It is 
stated that a further grant of £1,000 was made about 1793 
for the improvement of the trackway, Carrick-ou-Suir tj 
Clonmel, under an Act of the Irish Parliament. Verw 
much more considerable sums were expended in the 
18th century by the Irish Parliament on navigations and 
canals in other parts of the country, for which see the 
Board of Works Blue-book of 1878, which I have no doubt 
you have, and I will be happy to lend it to you otherwise. 
It gives the amount expended by the Irish Parliament 
on the different navigations. Our Suir Navigation 
appears to have been treated in a parsimonious manner 
then as well as during the 19th century, in which period 
I cannot trace any grants to have been made towards 
its improvement. In conclusion I wish to remark that 
although I have dealt only witli the River Suir Navigation 
in compiling this evidence, I am of opinion that great 
advantage would arise by connecting the Suir and Shannon 
Navigations through the important towns of Cahir and 
Clonmel along the line of the rivets. This scheme was 
prominently brought forward a century or more ago. I 
believe that there would be a considerable return on the- 
expenditure. 

13809. Would that be through Tipperary ? — Throueb 
fie tou-n of Tipperary. The configuration of the country 
lends itself to such a project, th? gradients being entirely 
favourable past Cahir, from Cahir to Limerick. 


13810. Would it be on very much the same line as the 
railway runs in now ? — Very much the same line. I ex- 
amined the plans in the British Museum Library that were 
made out for the Irish Parliament at that time, and I think 
they were under the control of the Directors General of the 
Inland Navigations of Ireland, and amongst the many 
schemes laid up in t!ie British Museum Library there was 
one especially suitable which neaily followed the line of the 
railway as you say. I am in favour of a central (National) 

State management of all our inland waterways with local 

Advisory Boards, and I believe tliat such management 

would develop the trades and prosperity of each district 

supplied with waterways. Count}' Tipperary has given 

proof (since 1793 at least if not also earlier) — this is in reply 

to the printed query in the Draft Heads of Evidence — 

of its appreciation of the importance of the waterway 

to Clonmel by an annual expenditure out of local taxation i 

on the trackway. It has also within recent years on 

three occasions assisted private efforts to deepen the Suir 

under the Grand Jury Act and Local Government Act 

of 1898, which adopted said Act. I am of opinion that 

the improvement of the waterways should be a State G'ontributit 

charge. It is impossible that the' works required could 

be carried out by local taxation. Local taxes cannot 

bear such an additional burden, especially in poordistricts 

such as Carrick-on-.Suir, where the rateable valuation of 

£8,572 and population of 5,420 shows an average per head i 

which comes very near to the limit of what is called » 

“ congested district." (These congested districts receive, 
as is well known, very substantial free .State aid.) In reply 
to the Queries addressed to Agriculturists, I may say that 
very large quantities of agricultural produce pass over 
the Suir Navigation, and a large tonnage of feeding stuffs, 
manures, etc., are received inwards by it. It frequently 
happens that the impediments to the navigation caused 
by the need of improvements occasion delays in transit, 
and goods are constantly refused for want of means of 
transportation. A canalisation of the river, or even sub- 
SUntial improvements as indicated, leading up to a 
successful chain haulage system to Clonmel, would afford 
great faciUties to traders and agriculturists and materially 
cheapen the cost of transit. I want you to take me as 
altogether in favour of a canalisation system if it were I 

not too expensive. 

13811. (Sir Franeie Hopwood.) Yon have been good Statistics d 
enough to refer to some figures, but I should be glad if Traffic, 
at your convenience you could put in the tonnage of 
traffic up and down on the Suir Navigation for two or 
three or four years past ?— Carried by barges ? 


7 ; impossiDie to Obtain it 

satisfactorily ; I have done my best at it in giving the 
evidence which I complied very carefully over one week 
for the Bridge Commission at Waterford in 1902, showing 
what It would work out atasatotaL Itwould bealmost 
impossible, the ramifications of the river are so many and 
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thp owners are so many, to get a more accurate statement 
than that. 

15813. There are no statistics of gross traffic ?— Ko, 
there are no public statistics whatever obtainable. 

13SU. Are there no tolls ? — There are no tolls over 
the whole hundred miles except some few quay tolls at 
New Ross. 

13815. {Lord Bra-Key.) I understood you to say that 
30.000 tons of goods were sent over-sea to Clonmel, or was 
it a previous witness who made the statement t — What 
I said was, “ Tlie proportion of this trade carried io to 
Clonmel was in 1003 estimated at 33,800 tons.” 

1.3816. (Ni> Francis Hopuvod.) That is the gross ? — 
Yes, carried in to Clonmel. 

13817. It is the estimate of the gross traffic carried 
into Clonmel ? — Yes. 

138IS. Is it possible to give any estimate of the agri- 
cultural produce carried on the canal ?— I will endeavour 
to arrive at it and sendit to the secretary. 

13819. {CAairiiian.) As I understood from Alderman 
Morrussey, you. and one other firm are the only carriers be- 
between Carriok and Clonmel ?— I am sorry to say that 
such is the case. William Phelan and Sons of Clonmel, and 
the Suir Steam Navigation Company, which is practically 
myself, of Carrick-on-Suir, are the only persons now owning 
boats trading into Clonmel. 

13820. Would it not be possible for you to give us the 
statistics at all events between Cartick and Clonmel ?— 
Yes, if mj- freinds William Phelan and Sons were willing 
to do so. 

13S2I. If you could obtain those and let us have them 
we would be much obliged ? — If they will give them to me 
you must have them. 

13822. {Alderman Morrissey.) I applied to Messrs. 
Phelan aud Sons for those particulars. l>ecause I expected 
you would ask for them, but although they were promised 
they have not been supplied to me. 

13323. [Lord Brassey, to the Witness.) What is the size 
of your steamer t — It is only a tug steamer ; it carries no 
cargo. Our steamboats on the rivet are tug steamers. 

13824, [Mr. Killich.) With regard to the company that 
you mentioned incorporated in 1836. their powers and 
privileges extend between Clorunel and Carrick 
Between the old bridge of Carriok-on-Suir eastwards to 
Grannyferry near Waterford; they have no jurisdiction 
westwards in the Clonme! direction. 

13826. Ttiey are the controlling authority of the river 
between Carrick-on-Suir and Waterford ? — Y'es, but I 
think their control is very limited under the Act. 

13326. Is there any authority of a similar character 
between Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel ? — None whatever. 

13827. No toll, no general control Conservancy Board 
or authority of any kind ? — No, none whatever, and never 
has been. 

13828. As regards the tonnage. I should have thought 
that so few people doing the work it would be possible to 
get the tonnage carried between Carrick-on-Suir and 
Clonmel for the year 19D.5 or the year 1904 t — It should 
be perfectly possible if Messrs. Phelan would give it ; I 
would not have mentioned it unless Alderman Morrissey 
had again referred to it, but he says that he has twice 
applied for it and they have not given it to him. 

13829. It is rather an important factor in the question 
when you come to ask for an outlay on the waterways 
Yea. 

13830. {Chairman.) I may say I think it would be ex- 
tremely important in the interests of Clonmel that it 
should be furnished, because it is very difficult for the 
Commission to recommend anything unless we have the 
fuU facta before us as to the present traffic ? — I will do 
my best to get it. 

13831. {Mr. Killick.) I suppose between Carrick-on- 
Suir and Clonmel there is not such a large proportion of 
the entire traffic carried between railway and river as 
there is between Carriok-on-Suir and Waterford ?— That is 
so ; there is a lesser proportion carried by river between 
Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel than between Carrick-on- 
Suir and Waterford. 

13832. Y'ou gave ns a very large proportion between 
Carriok-on-Suir and Waterford ; could you form an 


opinion as to the fraction between Carrick-on-Suir and Hr, j, 
Clonmel t — I am not able to do so. Ernest (rrulh, 

13833. {Lord Kenyon.) If we were to recommend the 
spending of some public money on the improvement of 
the river from Clonmel to Carrick, do you thiti there would ____ ' 
be any reasonable hope of getting any local contribu- 3 Ocl. 1906. 

tion ? You instanced to us that formerly they had to 

find one-third, two-thirds being supplied by the grand Local con- 
jury or county council ; do you think there is any tributlons. 
possibility of that being the case now ? — Since 1793 the 
grand jury, and since 1899 the county conncil, have 
annually maintained the trackway. I should suppose — 

I now speak without any authority on behalf of my 
council — that they would be willing to continue that 
contribution for other purposes connected with the river 
if the necessity of the trackway was non-existent. 

13834. If there is anything to be done you would want 
a much laiger sum of money spent, in fact you want some- 
thing like £4,000 or £5,000 spent on these spur weirs ; 
could you get any local contribution towards that ? — 

I doubt it ; I tried to show you how exceedingly poor some 
of the districts were, approaching the poverty of a con- 
gested district. 

13835. Still, in the hope of a better return, they might 
give some local contribution '! — I doubt it ; the district 
which benefits by the river is very large, and we have no 
power of taxing over the North Riding, which benefits 
by the river and contributes nothing to it. 

13836. (ilfr. Crossley.) I suppose you would really 
favour canalisation if anything were done, because that 
would at once reduce all the cost of the towing and make 
the thing a practicable scheme ? — I favour canalisation. 

13837. Provided the money were forthcoming ? — But 
the difficulties which I have not mentioned— like the 
difficulties connected with fisheries and the difficulties 
connected with drainage— seem to me so appalling that 
it frightens me as compared with the chain towage system. 

13838. Supposing the river were canalised; would 
there be any reason why a small toll should not be put on 
to pay interwt on the money borrowed t — No, personally 
I would be very willing to pay small tolls. 

13839. {Mr. Waldron.) A small expenditure would get 
rid of that difficulty at Pouhkerry: that is one of the 
great difficulties, is it not ? — Yes. it is one of tlie weak 
links in the chain, but there are other links as weak. 

13840. I have been down the Suir, hut I remember 
that one particularly, which struck me as very difficult ? — 

You are quite right. 

13841. Has any estimate been made of what could 
get over that particular difficulty ? — No, it would be 
only curing one link of the chain; just above Poulakerry 
there is a worse case. 


13842. But the curing of these two things would make it Iiuprovemeut 
in a rough way a very effective waterway ? — The curing neces-sarv. 
of about eight rapids would make it a tolerably effective 
waterway. 

13843. Canalisation, locks and tolLs are very extrava- 
gant, and appear to me to be very ambitious things, but 
these things I have referred to cotJd be done for £6,000 or 
£7,iX>0 1 — Or £10,000 or upwards. 

13344. £10,000 would be the very outside for making Cvist- 
that a very effective waterway, better than it has ever 
been when the population was twice what it is at present : 
is not that your opinion ? — Y’es, if too much money did 
not go in engineers’ fees — if the money was going to go in 
the plans and sections such as are advocated in some of 
these reports and engineers' fees — but if it was to be ex- 
pended on the works I am quite sure the sum you mention 
would do an immense lot of good. 

13845. It would make it a really effective waterway 
from Carrick-on-Suir to Clonmel ? — Y’es, except when 
floods interfered and prevented horse haulage. 

13846. {Sir Francis HopKOod.) Would that sum 
include the chain haulage ? — I think the chain should be 
provided by the controlling authority, and the boats 
which would haul on the chain should be provided by 
private enterprise and maintained by private enterprise. 

13847. But you estimate that the £10,000 would cover 
the chain ? — That was Mr. Waldron’s estimate, not mine. 


13848. {Mr. Waldron.) I had no idea of chains at all ; as Haulage, 
far as my opinion goes horse haulage is the cheapest and 


i 
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Mr. J. best for Irish canals, and I know nothing about the 
Ernest Grubh, Elbe or the Danube. I do not at all venture to differ 
special knowledge, but I think 
‘^Gomiou’i. an effective system and a good system, 

- ■ aad it is working there and has worked there pretty 

3 Oei. 1900. ^“d if the river was put in order so that these three 

weak links were got rid of, I believe you would have an 

effective navigation for that e.vpcndituro, without chains 
or anything else ; what do you think i — No horse haulage 
will enable \is to get over the diflioulty of river floods when 
the- trackway is submerged; that is the objection large 
to horse haulage. 


Conld you give us an estimate (seeing yon have 
traded there for thirty years) of the interruptions in all 
that period, measured in time, through the trackway being 

flooded ; would it amount to a fortnight in the vear ? 

The longest period I rememlier in recent vears was tu'o 
months uninterrupted flood, which prevented goods 
reaching Clonmel. 


13S50. I do not want an exceptional period ; over 
yom- long experience what would it average one year 
with another t Would it average a fortnight in the 
yei.tr? — Perhaps three or four weeks, but not consecutively ; 
it might average three or four weeks spread over different 
periods of the year, and therefore very much less injurious 
than if it was consecutive. 


■oils. 


t 
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I3S31. Not a very serious question one year with 
another?— It is a serious question; the stoppage of the 
navigation by floods is a serious question in the naviea- 
lion to Clonmel. 


13^1. In England and other places where they have 
eanak they suffer far greater stoppages from frost ; it 
IS a defect that inheres to any navigation that there are 
awkward stoppages from one cause or another. We 
hare no frost in Ireland, but the stoppage from floods 
IS very much Iihs than the inconveni«iee which, if you 
had a canalised river, does occur to canalised rivers 
from frost in England ? — Probably that is so. 


13S33. So that one 
be a difGculty inherent 


thing with another it appears to 
in canals ?— That is so. 


13854. {Mr. GriffUh.) I am afraid I missed an answer 
of %-ours judgmg by some remarks 1 have since heard : 
arc there tolls charged between Waterford and Carrick- 
on-Suir ?— There are tolls between Waterford and Carrick- 
ott-Suic on decked vessels, sea-going craft; there are no 
tolls on any vessels emploj-ed in inland navigation only. 


138.55. Therefore that is a deterrent to the oversea 
trade, at least the coasting trade ?— It U only Id. per ton. 


13856. .And the tolls form no measure of the tonnage 
going up to Carrick-on-Suir therefore 7— That is so. 


13337. fco that they are no use unless they are supple- 
mented by the barge tonnage ? That is so. 

13858. \ou said very definitely you favoured the 
r-analisation if it could be done ? — Ves. 


13850. Supposing these shoals were removed from 
-your river would you not apprehend that the river 
would run down more rapidly, and that vou would have 
frequently shortage of water ?— Mr. Killalys report and 
Mr. Olivers report favour the statement that the spm- 
weirs and the deepening of the rapids would make a 
uniform current, tolerably easily navigable for the whole 
distance. They are engineers and I am not, and I daresay 
they are right. 

133G0. And would not let the water down unadvanta- 
geously to the navigation 7 — That is so. 

13861. {Mr. Davison.) Who carried out these small 
improvements that you had grants for ? Was it the 
county council '—You mean these three small improve- 
laenta ? 


13862, Yes; who was the authority which carried 
them out 7— The county council or the grand jurv • 
•they did it by tender- in fact I took one tender mWlf’ 
because nobody else could be got to do it. ’ 


13863. Under the 


county surveyor, I suppose 7— 


13864. Because there was no other authority in chan 
of the river 7— Yes, but I do not want you to go aw- 
with the impression that they were improvements 
the navigation ; they were deepenings of local berths 


13863. I quite understand how the grants were used. I 
notice there are some bridges across the navigation ; 
ai-e they an obstruction ? — No. There is one old bridge 
which is occasionally in high tides an obstruction for 
some hours, but not materially. 

13866. There would be no money to spend on alteration 
of bridges ? — No. 

13867. !Mr. Herbtrlson.) TOiat is the nature of the 
bed — gravel, or sand, or mixed ? — Nearly all strong gravel 
— it is stated on the map here. The fine gravel has been 
washed out by the rapidity of the current. In one 
place nt Churohtown (Mr. Waldron probably knows 
the place) there is a reef of rocks. 

I3S6S. If the shallows wore regulated there is not so 
much chance of their being re-formed 7 — Very little. 
Tills map of 1821 gives the depth of the river at veryner.r 
distances the whole way, and that deptli is to-day’s 
depth piuctically. which shows that the current and 
depth have not changed. 

13869. (.1/r. WaJdron.) And there is no silt ? — No, there 
could not he any except in one place close to Carrick-on- 
.Suir, and within the tidal Hants there appears to be an 
accumulation of gravel there. 

13876. (.1/r. Snoioden.) You described yourself as the 
managing director of the Steam Navigation Company ? 
— The managing owner. 

13871. Does that mean you practically own the con- 
oern ? — It means I am the owner. 




business ? — Yes. It is not^ as the previous^ witness 
described, carried on apart from the business of John 
Grubb & Son ; we carry our own trafllc, and we carry 
all the traffic we can get from the public as weil. 1 very 
much doubt that it would be a profitable business apart 
from our own traffic. 

13873. That is the very point I wanted to make out ? 

— I think I have made that clear. 

13874. You are unable to give the total tonnage of 
the goods carried on the river, but 1 suppose you would 
be able to do that as it applies to your own buisness ? 
—Certainly ; I gave an estimate of the total tonnage as 
furnished in the spring of 1903. 

13873. Based upon one week’s work ?— Quite so. 

13876. Could you tell us the tonnage of the goods you 
carry in jrour own boats 7- Yes. I cannot do it now 
hut I could calculate it. 

13877. Do you know the cost of the haulage to you ’ ^ , , 
—Yes, the cost of haulage Carriek-oa-Suir to Clonmel per ^ 
ton I gave as Is. 4d. to Is. 6d per ton. ^ haulage. 

13378. .-Ud would the improvements you suggest verv 
much reduce the cost of haulage on that part of the river 
that requires so many horses to haul the boats ?— Yes. 

I am mforined that the chain haulage system has never 
been apphed to a river so small as the Suir and therefore 
there is no date to go upon to calculate a correct answer 
to your question ; but if I might base my reply on con- 
tmental es^nence as revealed in the Consular 4:ports I 
say eertamly the cost of haulage to Clonmel would be 
enormously reduced by the introduction of the chain 
Iiaiuage if it could be successfully done. 

the water nineteeu- 

Twentieths of the heavy goods from Waterford '—I did 
not say we “carry.” 

13880. I did not mean yourselves hut that nineteen- 
cwentieths IS earned ?—l said first nine-tenths and then 

““t appear from that there is not much 
K? “ the traffic even if the navigation 

improved ?-That nine-tenths or niire 
Teen-terontieths refers only to the heavy goods carried 
ro and had no r^rLce whatev^ 

to the aonmel tra^. The chain haulage system would 
not touch My portion of the river over -whioh that nine- 
teen-twentieths or nine-tenths are carried. 

1388-2. Would that mean that the traffic you are not 
able to take from Carrick to Clonmel now would if these 
^ brought all the way 
from V aterford to Clonmel, and that at the present time 
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it is carried by rail from ^Vate!•ford to Clonmel ; or, to 
put my question in another form, would the improvement 
of the navigation between Garrick and Clonmel largely 
increase that nine-tenths which at the present time is 
carried between Waterfoid and Carriok ? — My reply 
respecting the nine-tenths had reference only to Carriek- 
on-Suir traffic ; it liad no reference to through traffic 
from Waterford to Clonmel. 

13883. But, to put my question in another form, owing 
to the fact of the bod state of the navigation between 
Carriek and Clonmel, ate you prevented from carrying 
a good deal of traffic between Waterford and Carriek 
at the present time because they cannot get it to Clonmel ? 
— Yes, I understand you now ; at the present time 
we have to refuse a large quantity of traffic in Water- 
ford intended for Clonmel, and we have to refuse a large 
quantity of traffic in Clonmel intended for shipment 
at Waterford. 

Rates. 1.3884. Could yon give us one or two instances of the 

rates charged, say. from Waterford to Clonmel ; take 
for example timber ?— Certainly ; from Clonmel to 
Waterford the rate for native timber is 2s. Cd. per ton and 
it was formerly eariied as cheaply as 2s. per ton. 

13886. (Chairman.) Y'ou mean down the river ? — 
Down the river. 

13886. (Mr. Snowden.) Are the rates the other way the 
same ! — No ; on the railway the rates between the 
two points are identical up and down, but on the river 
the rates douTi are always much less, or nearly always 
much less, then rates up, because the cost of floating 
down Is very much less than with the difficulties of hauling 
upwards. 

13887. I have just one or two questions more. I 
understand that the improvements that have been 
carried out in the past have been carried out at the 
expense of the locality ? — Where ? 

tj^^*^** 13888. You spoke of contributions that had been made 

by the old county authority, and the coimty council 
more recently ? — The county council annually maintains 
the trackway ; in that way it helps the navigation with- 
out which it would be impossible for the navigation to be 
carried on. That is a local contribution towards the 
navigation. 

1 3889. But you spoke of certain powers that had been 
transferred from the former authority to the county 
council by which the county could contribute two-thirds 
of the cost on condition that the applicants contributed 
one-third ; have improvements not been made on the 
Navigation under that power ?— Three deepenings of 
berths only. 

13890. This is my point; I take it then that in the 
absence of tolls the users of the river have contributed 
nothing whatever directly to the cost of these improve- 
ments ?— Y’es, it was the users of the river who contri- 
buted one-third in each of these eases, and the users 
of the river have done all the little improvements whicli 
have been effected for a hundred years, I daresay, on the 
river. There are continually small works absolutely 
necessary to be done and the users of the river between 
Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir have done these ; but, as 
I told the Chairmau, the whole sum is infinitesimal as 
compared with what needs to be done. 

13891. In the absence of tolls future users of the river 
would contribute nothing at all to past improvements from 
which they have benefited ? — I am afraid I do not under- 
stand your question. 


13892. Suppose certain improvements have been car- Mr. J. 
ried out and that the users of the river have contributed Emeu Gni'.', 
one-third and then other persons begin to use the river, Smr Sieam 
they would get the advantage of these improvements? — ^aHgaiion 
Yes. Compani/. 

13893. But in the absence of tolls they do not pay any- 3 Oel. 1906. 

thing ? — That is quite correct and we rather feel that ; 

it hits us who have contributed. 

13894. I took it in answer to one question, that you 
have not much hope of any local contributions to any 
improvement ? — Further than what has been already 
contributed in the past and is being contributed annualiy 
towards the up-keep cf the tow-path. 

13895. I understood you to express the e.xpectation 
that State help would be remunerative ?— It would be 
remunerative; a small interest would be obtained on 
State help. 

13896, It would not l)e a loss to the State you think ? 

— It would be a profit to the .State if you took into con- 
sideration the indirect advantage. 

13897. If it is to he a profit to the State why not to the 
locality ?— That brings in the question of the cost of 
improvements ; if the improvement on the river is effected 
by the State it can be very much more cheaply done and 
maintained by the State or by State control than by- 
local control. Some machinery would be immediately- 
required. Tliat machinery would be kept at work only 
over a very small portion of the river if it belonged to our- 
portion of the river, while if it belonged to the State or 
to a Board it would be available for this place and that 
place. 

13898. Provided you had through communication of 
course ? — Yes. 

13899. (Mr. Vivian.) I understood that the annua! 
tonnage, on your estimate, was something over 100,000 
tons ?~Over what portion of the river ? 

13900. From beginning to end really ? — I said if this 
rate of traffic was maintained over the whole year it 
would work out at 140,140 tons, and I added that I knew 
it was not now os much as in 1903 when th .t estimate 
was made. 

13901. If this river was put under some Board and 
you had a toll, for example, of only a [>enny a ton on the 
whole thing, it would give you 4 per cent, interest on over 
£10,000 ? — But the 140,000 tons carried includes Carriek- 
on-Suir and Clonmel. 

13902. It is a broad average and inasmuch ns you say 
the cost of haulage now is Is. 4d. to Is. Od. a ton and that 
the improvements upon which you would spend £10,00(1 
would mean an immense reduction in the cost of haulage, 
surely a penny per ton toll paid to some Board respon.«ible 
for the collection would give to the authority appointed 
for the purpose a very fair return on the expenditure; 
is not that the best way ?— If the down river traffic 
was taxed for the benefit of the up river traffic there might 
be a little rebellion about that. 

13903. (Lord Brasaey.) You gave a strong opinion in 
favour of the State control of the Canals in Ireknd ; 
do you give that opinion not only from your local know- 
ledge but from your general knowledge of the Canals of 
Ireland ?— From my general knowledge as compared 
with what has been done on the Continent as revealed in 
the information I have read in different ways. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. Thomas F. NoosEi", J.P., called in; and Examined. 


SlembcT i f 
Board of 
Control. 


13904. (Chairman.) Do you trade at iluUingar as 
Messrs. Nooney & Son ?— Y’ea. 

13905. Are you merchants and importers ? — We are. 
I desire to say that since the Conunission was appointed 
I was elected by the Lord-Lieutenant as a member of the 
Board of Control and uas under the impression that I 
could not give evidence. I wish further to state that I 
was nominated by the Westmeath County Council together 
with Mr. Shaw, the Chairman of the Mullffigar Commission- 
ers, and 1 consulted the Secretary on the subject, who 
considered I could be examined. With reference to the 
Board of Control, I understand Mr. Stevenson will be 


examined, and os I am a novice on the Board as yet I 
would prefer leaving anything with reference to' the 
Board of Control for Mr. Stevenson to answer. 

13906. Did I rightly understand Mr. Bingham yester- 
day to say that you and he were associated together in 
business ? — No, but we were associated in endeavouring to 
get this canal put in order. 

I390T. You have been intimately acquainted with the 
Royal Canal for the past thirty years ? — I have. 

13908. And during the last fifteen have you assisted 
in endeavouring to have it put in order ? — I have. 


Mr. T. F. 
Xooneg, 
Memler. 
Board of 
Control. 

3 Oet. 1905 

Royal Canal. 
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.Vr. T. F. 

Mender. 
Board of 
CoiUtoL 


13009. Is, in your opinion, Mullingar better served by 
canal than by railway ?— For heavy goods I think it is 


better served 

13910. For what reason ?— The harbour is very con- 

veniently situated, and if the canal were run on proper 

3 Oot. 1906. lines I think the merchants would use it verv much more 
largely than they do. 

13911. What you mean is that the canal is better 
situated for serving Mullingar, but as a matter of fact the 
P®i't of the traffic from Mullingar goes by railway ? 

13912. Do you think if the Koyai Canal were put into 
proper condition a larger amount of traffic would go by 
canal than by railway ?— I would not sav that, but I 
would say that the canal traffic would verv considerably 
increase. ' '' 

13913. Has the traffic in merchandise on the Royal 
Canal increased or dimiriahed lately ?— I believe it has 
increased. 

13914. Are you speaking specially of Mullingar ?— No, 
of the canal generally. 

Condition. 1391.5. WLatis the condition of the canal ? Someyears 

ago it was thoroughly dredged and greatly improved ; the 
channel was sunk and a steam dredger was provided by the 
company, but unfortunately it has not been working up 
at the Dublin end at all lately ; it has been lying up for 
repairs or resting. 

13916. IMiat is the present system of dredging ? I can 

only speak for the district of Mullingar so far as the system 
of dretiging is concerned, and I notice two men, one on each 
side of the bank, with a rope and a number of knives and 
scythes, and they ate playing see-saw from side to side. 

1.3917. Is Iffiat principally for the purpose of cutting out 
weeds I .should say it is for taking the tops of the weeds 
ofl more than anything else ; but I should prohablv 
<iual!fy that a little by saj-ing that within the last few 
months a number of men have been engaged with drags 
dragging the weeds from the edge and piling them alon^- 
the edge of the totiing-path, so as to enable the tow ropes 
to take them back again. The weeds are piled all along 
the ^ge of the toiving path and then the towing ropes of 
J^al tiiey are turned back again into the 

Decidldiy’^**^ wasted labour in your opinion !— 

Empreve- do you think should he done ?— I think 

all these weeds should be carted away, and 1 aUo think 
^at the steam dredger which was provided should he used, 
ine very courteous engineer of the company, Mr O'Neill 
stated before Major Marindin that he “ had received orders 
frora the directors to pumhase a steam dredger which he 
>. deemed to be absolutely necessary for the proper main- 
M.nc, of ae nartgation." Hat la from Major Marin- 
dm a Report, dated August 23rd, 1893. 

-raph^’ reading ’—Page 6, para- 

13921. -R^at ^ve you to say as to the state of the 
tuwing path ?— The towmg paths are simply in a dis- 
craceful condition, and I can assure your Lord^p that for 
the thirty yc^ that I remember them withinithe large area 
I know a,bout Mullingar, one single penny has not been 
^xpended upon them. They are fuU of boulders caused by 
the wearing away of the grave! or original sand, and there 


of 

iMarindiv, 

j;.K. 

■XiAas.,lii 


■e also numbers of holes which cause v 


ry great danger to 


the hor^s. There la also growing along a good seetion of 
the bank annmber of bnsbes, sapHop, from the tree., .tnd 
thej ate a aery «:nou. thing fo, .he bot.es because the 
tow ro^ are cotmtuitlj getting caught iu them and the 

ho^s breasts ate getting ruined with them; besides it is 

not just that the towing path should be so kept. Might t 
make a remark about the statement made atant', 
deal of tins ™„g through i„g ; There is no bog mfthta 
a measurable dulauce of Mullingar, and he.cT the 
owing palh. m not a bog , I rf,„nU say there is m 

Iwg Within three miles of Mullingar. 

13922. ^ between Mullingar and Dublin ’ 

bog. I might remark that 
A’V m lifay by these people, as stated by Mr 

O Ne. I, surely they ought to be made to repair the damage 
they do, or the company should put the tow-paths in proper 


condition for the people who pay toUs to run over them. 

It is not a fair answer to say that they have allowed these 
people to get a right of way to destroy the towing paths 
and leave them in the condition in which they are. That 
seems a very funny argument. Either the company 
ought to repair them or they ought to compel those to 
whom they have given the use of them to repair them. 

13923. lYhat have you to say on the subject of the Raios. 
rates ? — As to that subject, I think I should tell you that 
the Agriculture and Technical Department called on me 
in May twelvemonths, and that matter b under eonsidera- 
tion, and as I have already given them evidence I would 
prefer not to go into the question of rates, because they 
are actually inquiring at the present moment into those. 

Mr. Gill, one of the gentlemen, presided there, and the 
Midland Great Western were represented and all the 
traders. 

13924. Is there nothing you wish to say on the rate for 
coal from Dublin to Mullingar ?— As to the toll on coal 
we have applied— at least the boat owners have applied— 
for a reduction consequent on a reduction by the railway 
company on their system. Formerly the rate on coal was 
4s. 3d., and then it was reduced to 4s. for 50-ton lots, end 

finally, some time ago — ^I have not the exact date the 

railway company reduced their rate to 3s. 6d. for 200- 
ton lot.s to be taken within a month. Now the toll on 
coal to Mullingar is Is. 8d. reduced to Is. 7d., and we hold 
that it is not a fair proportion to carry coal at 3s. 6d by 
the railway, and to charge Is. 7d. for the toll by canal, and 
I say that is a loss to the railway company not having 
that brought by canal because they have to carry the 
coal for 51 miles for 3s. fid. It seems to me rather an 
invidious way to treat it. 

13925. Is there any question of a rebate on the tolls ?— 

I understand that there is such but it is so covered that I 
do not think it is any advantage, because they allow a 
event of a boat conveying 
-00 tons to Mullingar within a month. That would be an 
utter impossibility owing to the condition of the canal 
b«ause It takes practically four days to go to Mullingar • 
then their back loading, which is practically their profit 
would occupy two or three days more, and it would be 
impossibility; in fact, it is a ridiculous ofier to 

_ 13926. Do you say anything with respect to the traffic 
m bricks and peat from Longford ’—Formerly there was 
a very considerable traffic in that way, but lately it all 
comes by rail. I understand the condition of the canal 
at the Longford end is lamentable. 

13927. On the subject of warehouses, have you some- 
thing to say ’—There are some at Mullingar, but the major 
portion of them, unfortunately, did not withstand the 
storm and their roofs are rather doing the open air ti-eat- 
ment. In passing I may say that my firm erected very 
large warehouses adjoining the canal about twelve yeare 
ago on our own site for our own purposes, which we use. 

139-28. Are there any cranes for loading or unloading ’ 

— No cranes. * 

139-29. the company derive considerable revenue 
from the ^e of water and rents of land and buildings ’ 

-So I understand, but I should say the chairman woild 
able to hand you a return os to that. I believe that 
ite^ immense revenue received from both of these 

13930. M^hat is the stateofthe gravingdockat Mnllin- Djs':s. 
gar . I think it is in mourning for some time past, be- 
cauK they put up some planks as if they were ^raid of 
anything gettmg m through it ; even the fish cannot get 
gates are absolutely rotten, but I 
might perhaps say that I understand the engineer is 
^ information 

since I had my proof prepared. 

coimtant complainte made as to the state Complaint 
and coition of the canal t-Yes. there is hardly a week ^ 
i i, 1 of Commons that a question has not to be 

renlt /a received a stereot^d 

reply to their letters end nothing vraa done There^was 
one little thing I wished to say. You asked yesterday, 

w^ rSt witnesses ; how 

was it that Major-General Hutchinson, of the Board of 
Trade, came to interfere ? In 1892 the canal was in such 
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d very bad state that the boat owners and traders from 
Dn))]in to Longfowl called a meeting and got funds to- 
gether with the view of employing counsel in the matter. 
I went to London and saw the late Sir Courtenay Boyle 
with Jas. Tiiita, then M.P. for North Westmeath, and from 
the information I was enabled to lay before the Board of 
Trade, Clcneral Hutchinson was rec|nested to make on 
inspection, and you have his Report before you. Nothin.e 
was done for a twelvemonth, and we then called for 
another inspection and Major Marindin was sent, and in 
his Report he poinU out that for the twelve months there 
were two cav))entera and one labourer employed to carry 
out the entire instmetions of Major-General Hutchinson. 

13932. Has anything l>cen done since Major Slnrindin’s 
Report ? — Decidedly there has. I maj* snj' that since 
Mr. O’Neill, the ehiof engineer, has looked after it per 
sonally he lin.s certainly been doing a great deni to it. 
I may also say that he ismost obliging to any one who looks 
for information, and I think it only Just to say so. 

13933. Still, all the defects you have described esist to- 


day and need to be remedied ? — They do ; they need 
very badly to be remedied, 

13034. (Lord Brasaey.) Is there nn_v public authority 
to which you can appeal whicli could compel the 
railway company to take action upon these Reports 1— 
Not except myself and the board of which I am a member 
now, hut I do not kno>v how far our authority goes yet. 

13935. You are going to try ?— -We are going to trv. 

13036. (d/r. Crosalcj.) Is it the fact that palings en- 
closing fields go down to the canal across the track ? — 
That is so, and a question liad very recently to be asked 
in the House of Commons dealing with that point. Tiie 
answer given was that the.se were removed, but I took the 
liberty of getting on my machine and rurmiiig out to the 
place where I knew tbei-e were two, and I found out they 
were not remo%'ed. I drew Mr. O’NeiH’s attention to 
them and he had them removed. These gates ate of 
verj- great inconvenience. 

The ir/biMS irilhdrcw. 


Mr. Hugh Del.vxey, callwl in; and ExaminccL 


f^baoiidn 


■\l‘pauli.r 


(Certain of the Slalcmcnia handed in bi/ U'itiieee are printed 
as Appendix No. 7.) 

13937. (Chnirnian.) You represent the North Riding of 
Tipperary ? — I do. 

1393S. Are you a member of the County Council for the 
North Riding ? — I am not a member of the county council ; 
I am a member of the district council, I am a committee- 
man: but the county council selected me to give evidence 
on behalf of the quay at Kilgarvan. 

13939. You propose to give evidence ns to the Slinnnon ? 
— Yes, 

13940. Do yott yourself live at Borrisoknne ? — Yes. 

13941. I tliink Kilgarvan Quay is near yon ? — Yes. I 
hand in a map which wili show you the position (handiiiy 
in the aame). 

13942. What defects do you wish to call attention to in 
the Shannon ? — The delay of sending barley to Dublin ; 
it takes a very long time, generally five or si.x days, and 
the distance is only about 104 miles from Kilgarvan to 
James Street Harbour. I sent oil some barley myself 
eiglit days ago and it was not delivered till yesterday. 

13943. Do you desire to see tire gauge of the Shannon 
widened ? — Yes, except they could work steam launches 
and do the work in a shorter time. I think they ought 
to do tliat 100 miles in two days conveniently, and if 
they did that the traffic would be considerably increased. 

13944. Is it the lower part of the Shannon below 
Killaloe tlrat most ncecU alteration ? — Well, no, we have 
a lake and river up to Shannon Harbom' up bj' Banagher 
and that requires nothing. The steamers can ply to 
Shannon Harbour. 

13945. Which is the part of the .Shannon River which 
needs most improvement ? — None of tlie Sliannon River 
does, only the canal. The canal joins the river at Shannon 
Harbour, as you see on tlie map, and it Is there that the 
delay takes place. There is also transhipping at Shannon 
Harbour where the goods are brought by steamer, and that 
causes another considerable delay. 

1394G. Arc you sj>eaking of the gauge on the Grand 
Canal ?— I am. 

13947. It is the gauge on the Grand Canal you «ish to 
have altered ? — It is. Tliey should do the journey in a 
shorter time. The quay is only of recent date ; it was 
only opened in 1891, and it has had an extraordinary 
effect on the traffic of the district and brought down the 
raihray rates very considerably. 

13948. From what point to what point ? — The station 
on the Great Southern and IVestern. 

13949. From what point was the new canal made in 
1891 ? — Up to Shannon Harbour and to Dublin and on to 
Limerick. That is on the Lake (Lough Derg). 

13950. I wont to know what was the new canal which 
was made at that time ? — There was no canal made ; 
w-e had deep water into the quay. That quay is on the 
Lake (Lough Derg) and there was no occasion at all for 
a canal into IL 
338— IL 


13051. Wliat was the alteration in 1891 which made 
this difference in the rates ? — Putting the quay on the 
lake for traffic ; we had no quay there before. 

13952. Who put that quay on the lake ? — The grand 
jury of the North Riding of Tipperary gave £230 towards 
it, and the Grand Canal gave the balance, amounting to 
about £579, and the traffic commenced in October of that 
year, and for the month of October I paid the canal for 
freight on bai'ley £104. 

13953. If the improvement wero made which yon 
desire in the gauge of the canal, would your county council 
be le.ady to make a local contribution ? — I tlo not think 
so, because om county Tipjwrary does not touch on the 
canal ; we hove the river and the lake aO along. 

13954. Would your bai'ony make a contribution 3 — 
I do not think so ; that would belong to the King’s 
County and Queen's County and the other counties 
through which the canal passes. 

1395.5. Is there any other body whicli would make a 
contribution to it V — I cannot sjieak of other counties 
or anybodj’ c.xcept the Government ; they should 
do it. The great complaint «c have is the length of 
time taken to bring goods to Dublin and from Dulilin, 
and for a small place it is very important to have manures 
and agricultural seeds- The district is purely .agricul- 
tural and a very large qnantity of barley i-s sent to Dub- 
lin every year. Before that quay was put np the rail- 
way were eliarging 8s. Cd. a ton jjcr waggon for barley 
and anything under five tons was 10s. lOd. a ton. 

13936. Was that to Dublin ? — Yes, about 84 miles. 

13957. From what point ? — From C'leghjordan Station 
on the lailway. Now on account of the canal I>e5ng 
opened there that has come down to 7s. per ton. On 
agricultm-ai manure it was reduced from 8s. Gd. to 7s. 6d. 

13958. What is the exact alteration yuu want in the 
■-anal ; what sized lioats do you want to be able to come 
to Shannon Harbour? — The boats ai-e sufficiently large, 
they are 40-ton boats. Tlie complaint I make is that 
they are too slow ; they do not make the journey in 
quick enough time. I think it is owing to the locks that 
they cannot do the journey so well. 

13959. You would like to see the canal altered so that 
steamboats could come ? — Yes, or some other haulage 
besides horses, they are too slow. Five days to do one 
hundred miles is a snail's pace. 

13960. Have you any opinion as to the control of the 
canals ; would you like them to be on a different system 
from what they now are ? — I would like it to be under 
a Government system, it would be managed better. 

13901. Would you wish to see a representation of the 
county council? — No; unless they contributed some- 
thing to it I do not think it would be neee.ssarj-. If they 
contributed anything towards it it would be well to 
have them represented. 

13902. Aie 3’ou yourself engaged in agriculture ? — 
I am in business. 


.l/r. F- F. 


-Voooev. 
.Vemher. 
Board of 



3 t>‘ 1906. 


-Vr. E. 
Delaney. 
TipperaT’/ 
(iV.i?.) OonnJy 
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3 Oci. 1900. 

Cnntribo- 


Improva- 

desiied. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



66 


MIN'UTES OF EVIDEXC'E: 


2Ir. H. 13903. How muck land do you farm ? — About fifty 
De'ajici/. acres. I do a large trade in barley and artificial maniures. 

13904. (5jV John Doribi.Tfoii.) Your pruicipal business 
CoutkU. is trading, not farming? — That ismy business principally. 

139&). (C/w!>jii(jn.) Could you giro any comparison 
*' between the cost of carrying goo<U by water or by rail- 
waj’ ? — I think I have given them already. 

139CC. Yon have handed them in ? — Yes. 

13907. You li.ave also sent in some receipts ? — That 

1390S. lYliat are the principal agricultural products 
from your district ? — Going by canal there would be 
barley, oats, and potatoes. lYlien coming in there would 
Iw artificial manures, seeds, fiour, timber, iron, oils and 
porter. 

139C9. Is there any tendency to co-operation in your 
part of Tipperary ? -Are the farmers combining at all ? 
— They arc. 

13970. Do you think the result of that \i-ill be that the 
waterways will be used more ?— 1 think so ; I know the 
co-operative association get a very large quantity of 
manures there for the farmers. 

13971. Have you any complaint to make as to the 
f.vcilities for dealing with agricultural produce on these 
waterways ? — No, not particularly. 

CJoniiilaiiiis. 13972. The main complaint you have to make is the 
delay when they once get on to the water ? — And also 
that the canal company is going back on what they gave 
us formerly, and ihey are more in lino with the railway 
than the}' were ; I was getting for some years a rebate 
of 3d. a ton on barley, Cd. on artificial manures and 6d. 
on sundry goods, and all these have been withdrawn. 
They h.are increased their rates somewhat on artificial 
manures, and they are now within a penny of the railway 
— 4s. 5d. against 4s. f>d. I think if they put more life 


into themselves they could do better ; the business was 
carried on better formerly, but they appear to be dead 
and asleep now. 

13973. (3fi-. Daoison.) How did you send your barley 
to Dublin before this new epay was made ?— By railway. 

13974. And it is only since this quay has been built that 
the canal has been used ?—Y’es. (To th& Chairman.) lam 
asked, my Lord, to make an c.r offic-io application to you 
with regard to the quay at Terryglass that has not been 
used for a number of yeais. The local people have put 
up a nice substantial quay of their own, and their desire 
is that you should be pleased to take a note of this 
application and have it included in your Report that 
liereafter if anything is done for the canal system of 
Ireland they would come in for their share. It is a very 
ancient place dating from the sixth century. This 
was the only landing place they had ,on the lake. 
Those people are industrious, they are like Pliceniies 
rising from their aslies, and they want help if they can get 
it. It is midway between Portumna and Kilgarvan, 
about four miles from each. It would be confined to 
local trade. They do not want at present anything 
from the canal company except to make it a port of call 
to leave their goods there and take away anything they 
have to send. If you otU be pleased to take a note of 
that and report on its usefulness they shall be glad. 

13975. (Chairman.) Is it a quay they want ? — They 
have made the quay there themselvas ; tliey have 
dredged the river and there is five feet of water now 
and any boat can be brought into it. 

13976. What application do you make ? — That 3 Tou 
should note that there is such a place, and, if there is 
anything done hereafter towards the waterways of Ire- 
land that, they may bo included. 

The Holiness withdrew. 

The Commiaaion adjota~ned. 
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fi'itneasea :~Tke JRt. Hon. Sir Horace Plunhett, E.C.V.O., Mr. E. A. Hackett, Mr. A. W. Shaw. 
The Right Hon. Sir Horace C. Plunhett, K.C.V.O., called in ; and Examined. 


Et. Eon. Sir (A Supplementary Statement handed in hy Witness is 
Eora^ printed as Appendix Eo. S.l 

Plunkett, ' 

K.C.T.O., 13977- (Chairman.) Y'ou are Vice-President of the 

Ftee- Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
President for Ireland ? — Yes. 

^A^ieuU. rc ^ 1397S. The first point on which you propose to give 

___L evidence is with respect to the powers of your Depart- 
5 Oct. 1906. meat as regards transit ? — By Clause 17 of their Act the 

Department may take such steps as they think proper 

for appearing as complainant on behalf of anv person 


aggrieved in reference to any matter which the Railway powew ol 
and Canal Commissioners have jurisdiction to hear and Departotf* 
determine. of Agri- 

cultufc. 

13979. On what occasions would the step of appearing 
before the RaUway and Canal Commissioners be taken ? 

—Only when, after a complaint has come to the Depart- 
ment, on a full investigation we find that the powers of 
the railways have been exceeded and we find that there is a 
case to bring before the Railway and Canal Commissioners. 

I may say that in the great majority of cases a full in- 
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vestigation of the facts shows that the carrying companies 
have kept within their powers. 

13980. Does the Department on a complaint thoroughly 
investigate the alleged causes of complaint ? — Oh yes, 
thoroughly, and very often while we find that there has 
been no exceeding of powers, there is an apparent griev- 
ance, and by negotiation with the railway companies we 
get a remedy appUed. We have found that the railway 
companies have met us very fairly in matters where there 
was hardship, although they were strictly within theii- 
legal powers. 

13081. Then, so far, have you been able practically to 
settle eases out of court ? — Yes, a great many more cases 
than in court ; in fact only on one occasion did we 
actually appear before the Railway and Canal Com- 
inissioneis. 

13982. Have you ever had to appear before the Railway 

and Canal Commissioners on any case of canal rates ’ 

No, never. 

13083. But with respect to them I suppose coraplnint.s 
have been made which you have investigated ? — I do not 
recall any, e.xcept one which is now under consideration. 
It relates to tolls on the Royal Canal for Coal. 

13084. Certain complaints have come before the Com- 
mission ; perhaps it might be worth while for the Com- 
mission to suggest to those who make the complaints 
that they have this remedy, that they can come to you ?— 
Oh yes ; they ought to know thjvt. 

13985. Then you have a further power with regard to 
transit, in your Department ? — Yes, we have power to 
apply what is known as the Department's Endowment 
Fund to purposes of agriculture and other rural industries, 
aud in the definition clause the purposes of agriculture 
and other rural industries are defined to include the aiding 
or facilitating of the carriage and distribution of produce. 
Under this head it would be perfectly legal for us to assist 
a canal or any other transit serviee.but the practiealrcstric- 
tion on so doing is that the resources of the Department 
are very limited and are practically hypothecated for 
more purely agricultural purposes. Applications have 
been received for assistoace, but it was felt that the Depart- 
ment could not enter on any general policy of making 
grants to facilitate or cheapen transit as it would involve 
an expenditure altogether beyond the resources which 
the Department has at its disposal- 
Ttansitfacili- 13986. Perhaps you would come now to the question 
fies for of the importance of making the most of the transit 
sa^ltiiral facilities for agricultural produce in Ireland ? — Of course 
pcodace. question of transit comes before us as part of the 

general problem of developing agriculture and industry 
in the country, and chiefly in connection with agriculture. 
Now I might say to the Commission that in our view 
the main elements which are essential for the success 
of agriculture might be described as: firstly, an economic 
holding at a fair rent or instalment as the case may be ; 
secondly, adequate capital or facilities for credit ; thirdly, 
good general and agricultural education resulting in good 
farm and domestic management ; fourthly, organisation 
among farmers for credit, insurance, bnying and selling 
of agricultural commodities j and fifthly, the most 
economical development of transit facilities. Among 
these factors transit is, of course, one of the most im- 
portant, but we have to regard the transit question as a 
whole and have to consider aE the different moans of 
transporting agricultural produce or the requisites of the 
agricultural industry, and the part played by canals in 
this is, of course, very Umited. 

13987. But you would say of the transit question, as a 
whole, that it is of very vital importance to agriculture 
in Ireland ?•— That canals are ? 

13988. No, the transit question as a whole ? — Decidedly, 

13989. Among aE those heads you have mentioned as 
to the elements essential to the success of agriculture 
you would give a very prominent place to tie transit 
question ? — Certainly. 

13990. Into what parts would you divide the question 
of transit ? — Firstly raEways, secondly canals, thirdly 
coast-wise shipping, and fourthly road carriage, including 
, , a motor service. 

Order of 

‘Diportanceof 13991. Would you put them in their order of impott- 
me&nsof ance ? — It is a very difficult time to do that, but in view 


of possible or probable developments I think I should g,-, 

put them: railways first, roads second, canals and rivers ‘ fforaee 
third, and coastwise-shipping fourth. P'.uniat. 

13992. You i-egard all those four as complementary R’^l.O., 
one to the other 1 — Decidedly. President 

13993. [Lord Kenyon.) By “roads” do you include DeiiarVicii' 
motors ? — Certainly. I regard it essential to consider Aiirieirliuii:. 

each of these four means of transit in relation to the — 

others. I might put it this way, that if we in Ireland ° 
knew that a large sum was available for the development ~ 

of some means of transit it would be extremely difficult 
to decide upon its application, but in my own mind I 
would not give the development of canals a place at all 
equal to that of railways or roads, aud of course coastwise- 
sbipping we should probably all agree would come last. 

We, in the Department, also think it is a verv happy 
circumstance just now that this Commission has been 
appointed, bec.ause we recognise that u hile canals neces- 
sarily have a liniiteil function in transit they have a very 
real function, and probably they might have a far more 
important function, in view of other means of developing 
agriculture than they have at present. 

13994. (C7(ai>?n<?n.) In what ways would you say that 
canals are limited in their functions ? — Ifainly in three 
ways, fir.stiv because they only serve a limited number 
of towns and districts ; secondly, the existing canals ore 
neither broad nor deep watenvays and the carrying 
capacity of most of the barges is imdor 60 tons; thirdly, 
the canals are only suited for the transport of certain 
kinds of agricultural produce and some other com- 
modities. This last point is important because its con- 
sideration, I think, is necessary in getting canals into 
their right perspective as a means of transit, ily colleagues 
in the Department and I are quite agreed that the great 
advantage which Ireland natiiraEy possesses and ought 
to try to develop is its nearness to market ; that is to say, 
we ought to try and specialise in the production and rapid 
and cheap distribution of all commodities which have 
an advantage in being marketed fresh. Otherwise we are 
in a hopeless position in competing with the ever- 
expanding area of virgin soil throughout the world. 

13995. Wlien you say that canals are suited only for 
the transport of certain kinds of agricultural produce 
you do not see much prospect of getting goods of a perish- 
able nature, or those which have to be brought rapidly 
to market, carried upon the water ? — Not upon inland 
water certainly ; it is necessarily far too slow, and also 
there is much too much liancUing involved, and, further, 
on our Irish canals they could only be carried in verv small 
bulk. 

13996. I suppose some parts of them would need to be 
taken over water to England, but in order to get them 
to the port, either the Port of Dublin or the new port- 
of Roaslare, for example, it would be necessarj’ to bring 
them from the farms by a quicker mode of transit than the 
canal or the river ? — Exactly. 

13997. Is the carriage of cold storage goods from the 
colonies, for example, affecting seriously the markets in. 

Ireland 7 — Nothing affects it more seriously, and that is 
what makes it so immensely important for us to have 
a very efficient and economical system for distributinf; 
such goods as butter and eggs and poultry, fruit, and 
so forth. 

13998. There is stiU a preference given to the fresh 
goods — the fresh-plucked poultry, for example, and fresh 
goods from the farms in Ireland over the cold storage 
goods ? — Unquestionably ; if everything were done as well 
as it might be done we should top the market in nearly 
everythig we produce in that way, and we hope to do it 
in the process of time. 

13999. But for that, rapid delivery is essential to 
success 7— Absolutely. 

14000. Therefore that class of agricultural traffic 
may be eliminated in your opinion when we are con- 
sidering what traffic to develop upon the inland water- 
ways ? — Yes. 

14001. Is there other non-perishable produce which, 
requires immediate delivery 7 — Yes, some. I might 
give, as an instance, early potatoes which are uOt 
very perishable, but in the early potato season every day 
counts in getting them to market, and Ireland has done a 
good deal lately in developing early potato growing. 
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— I can get you the exact infoi'iuiition ; there are certainly 
not many places, but exactly how many I could not say. 

1401i. Do you know of any place on a large scale ? — 

Dotvn close to Maryborough it has been developed on 
quite a large scale ; I can very easily get the Commission 
all the information about it. 

14015. The Commission ai'e interested in this because 
the Grand Canal especially seems such a very obvious and 
convenient mode of transit for such an article as peat 
moss litter 1 — Yes. 

140IC. Have you any statistics available of the total Importitj 
importation this last year of this foreign peat moss litter ? 

— I think we can get them for you ; the Department is 
about to publish very shortly now a return, as fat as 
with existing powers it can be got, of the imports and 
exports of Ireland. It has been an extremely difficult 
return to get because no power exists for the collec- 
tion of this information ; but wo shall have a more 
approximate return than has ever yet been made, and I 
think that peat moss will l>e duly listed with tho other 
articles. I think we shall be able to give the Commission 
information about it. 

14017. We shall be very glad to have that. There was 
one item which you did not mention in your list of the 
goods which might be transported from the farms, you 
mentioned grain stuffs but you did not particulai'lv 
mention malt ; is not that a very suitable article ? — I 
should have included that ; that is not only suitable 
but I understand that Guinness’s Brewery will not take 
it by any other channel other than canals. 

14018. It would be well to pass now to tlic next head Eelaliond 
of your evidence which relates to the relations of canals canals lo 
to railroads ? — The canal policy in Ireland must largely railroaik 
depend on the policy which may be adopted regarding 
railroads. The Commission have no doubt observed 
that the railroads to a large extent traverse the same 
lines as are followed by the canals. This was in many 
i-espects a natural development, because tbe canals 
being the earlier form of transit were along, or were 
theimclves, tbe trade lines. Jloreover, there may 
have been engineering considerations and the same 
levels probably would be more or less available for rail- 
roads and canals, but when the railway period followed, 
as elsewhei-e, they ran to a large extent along the routes 
which had already been developed. In most countries 
I believe tliero was a later development when the canals 
wei'e made subsidiary to the railways and were made to 
join up natural water communications which afford 
opportunities for cheap transit even greater than the 
economic railway line ; but in Ireland no important 
canals have been constructed since the railway preiod, 
and so it still remains a general truth that the canal 
routes are largely traversed by the railway lines. To 
follow up the point concretely, the Grand Canal from 
Dublin to Waterford is followed closely by the railway 
line, but there are certain points which are served by tb'c 
canal more particularly than by the railway. Thus, for 
example, if you take the town of Rathangan — a small 
town which is not directly served by railway at all — it is 
on the Grand Canal between figures 3 and 4 on the map — 
and then again if you take the other branch of the Grand 
Canal which passes off from the junction at Lowtown and 
runs west to the Shannon through County Kildare and 
King's County to the junction at Shannon Harbour, this 
line traverses to a larger extent a country which is 
not so fully served by the railroads. 

14019. It really only serves it at Tullamore and then 
again at Lowtown near the Shannon ? — At certain main 
points it is quite true ; for instance at Edenderry and 
Tullamore the railroad and the canal join, bub still there 
is a large country that the canal serves which is quite off 
the railroad line. 


14002. The value of early jBotatoes falls from day to 
day naturally at a certain season ? — Yes, that is trae, 
very rapidly. 

14003. And it is necessary to get them to the market 
whilst the value is high — Yes ; the same v ould apply in 
,/ some classes of fruit whieh would not he very perishable, 
such as apples, for instance ; we are trying to develop 
apple growing in Ireland but it is necessary for us to get 
them into the market after the English supply and before 
the American supply, and that is another instance where 
the delay that would be caused in canal traffic would 
upset our calculations. 

14004. (A'lV Francis Hopii'ocx!.) I suppose the railway 
companies give facilities for carriage by passenger trains '/ 
— Oh yes, for perishable commodities. 

14005. (Chitiniian.) We must also I fear eliminate 
to a large extent another produce of the farms, namely 
live stock ?— Oh yes ; unless the canal boats were con- 
stmeted like the Ark I do not see how you could fit our 
fat beasts into them, and in any case they would be 
rather troublesome passengers, 

14000. Even where there are very considerable boats 
ii.sed on the line waterways of the Continent, are you 
aware of any country in which live stock are transported 
anything like as much by water as they are by railway ? 
— I have no personal knowledge, but one can see that ou 
u broad waterway for distances where the stock-owner 
is in doubt as to whether he will walk his cattle to market 
or the shipping port, or send them by rail, a certain class 
of ship or inland boat might be ver3' useful, but I have 
no personal knowledge of the subject. 

14007. You camiot point to any place where there are 
good waterwaj-s and large boats where that is done to 
any extent ? — If I have known it it has gone out of my 
head, but the Commission will easily ascertain that. 

1400S. Having eliminated, to a considerable extent 
at all events, those items of agricultural produce, where 
does the value of inland waterways to agriculture lie ? — 
^[ainly in transixirting goods of heavy hulk, such as 
grain, food stuffs, seeds, manures, and machinery, timber, 
fuel, draining, fencing, and building materials ; all those 
things are extremely important in agricultural develop- 
ment. And then, of course, tbero is auotlier resource 
of the future, some daj-. The immense amount of capital 
and enterprise and, one might add, speculation which 
>eems to be available for tbe development of peat may 
really come to something, and then wo might have a very 
important product for canal transport. 

14i 09. Just, wiili regard to tho peat for n moment ; 
we have hcaitl that there i.s a considerable traffic in peat 
upon the Grand Canal ?— That is so. 

1401O. But we have also heard with some surprise that 
in a country where there are so many bogs and where 
there is so much peat available there is a considerable 
importation from foreign countries of peat moss litter ?— 
Yes, that is true ; in my own hunting days I found that it 
paid me better to pay twice the money for German peat 
moss litter than to use Irish ; but since then I believe 
that the Irish litter has greatly improved and that it can 
compete suc.ces.sfuHy with the’ foreign article. 

14U11. It would seem that with the proximity to the 
stables of the hunting country, and also to the stables 
of the towns of Ireland, there should be no difficulty in 
producing {*at moss litter to satisfy the whole wants of 
Ireland 5 — It is simplj- a tetbnical question — the cost of 
expressing the water for one thing and the extent to 
which it is cxpres.«ed, and also the absorbing qualities of 
the product. 

14012. Is it not also a question of developing scientific 
methods and energetic methods of exploiting these bogs 
of Deiand ? — A great deal of enterprise has been shotra 
so far without very much succese. I may say that in tbe 
Department we are very hopeful that some experiments 
that are in contemplation now may have a very great 
economic effect ; some very competent judges ’believe 
that producer gas can be made out of peat and that that 
would form tho fuel for the generation of electric power, 
which of course would be a verj* valuable asset for in- 
dustry in Ireland. 

14013. .4re there many places in Ireland where the 
peat moss litter is properly prepared and manufactured ? 


14020. That is very true also of a large part of the 
Shannon ?— Oh yes, it L« specially true of the Shannon. 
Then the case is still more so Avith the Royal Canal ; 
between Dublin and Mullingar—— 

14021. You mean that that is a case in which the 
r^way sen-es almost every point that is served by the 
canal ?— Yes ; the whole way from Dublin to Mullingar, 
that is the first 50 miles ; between Mullingar and 
Longford the canal traverses a somewhat different route 
from the railway line ; but then there is a very limited 
trade 1 fancy on this part of the canal. 
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1-1022. It is not a populous eounti'y V— No, the trade 
-is mainly to Bitllinacarrigy and Ballyinalion, which ni'c 
points off the railway line, but not to Longford. 

14023. And the county of Roscommon which is beyond 
whilst it is not much served by the railway is also not 
populous No, very small in population and very little 
land other than grazing land. Then again, in the case 
•of the Belfast and the Northern Canal the railway line 
runs alongside of the Newry Canal from NeuT5' to Porta- 
down ; and in the case o! the Lagan Canal the Great 
Northern line serves to a large extent the same towns and 
localities. Similarly a.s far a.s Clones on tlie Ulster Canal, 
the point to which the navigation reaches, the railway 
follows closely the line of the canal. And railway com- 
munication reaches tlirough to the Shannon now and 
taps the country of the Ballyeonnell and BalUnamore 
Canal. Siinilai'ly there arc railway lines to Enniskillen 
and from Enniskillen to Ballyshannun tapping the Upper 
and Lower Erne district. 1 refer to these cases because 
in the Select Committee on Railways in 1881 and 1882 
it was stated that large districts in Ireland had no other 
means of communioation than the canal. But since this 
recommendation, now twenty-four years old, the conditions 
have considerably changed through the i>rovision of 
light railways. 

14024. "When you refer, for instance, to the district of 
the Ballinamore and Ballyeonnell Canal — which is a 
derehet canal — the railway does not seem to afford a 
good communication in the direction in which the Shannon, 
if that canal were in proper order, would give a com- 
munication : that is the direction of Limerick ? — No. 

14025. The railway communication fi'Om County 
].«itrim and all the district about the Ballinamore and 
Ballyeonnell Canal to Limerick does nut seem to be 
good ? — No,' it docs not appear soj but, of course, that 
is all conjecture. I have not- studied the conditions 
closely there so as to say exactly. 

14020, (Li-nl Brassei/.) Would there be much trade on 
that route ? — No, I think not much. 

14027. (Chainnan.) On what do you think that the 
policy which might be recommended in the case of canals 
should largely depend ? — I should say mainly on the 
policy which is i-ecommencled with regaid to the railways ; 
and furthermore the position is complicated hy the con- 
sideration that the policy both as to railways and canals 
must dejiend to some extent on tlie development of 
road facilities and motor services. 

'CtWBervice. 14028. What have you to say on that question of 
motor service I — That it is eminently (itled to deal with 
the transit of perishable agricultural produce. 1 know 
that a gi-eat ninny e.xiieriments in motor transit liave 
been tried and have failed; but, as a private motorist, I 
attach no importance to that consideration ; everybody 
knows tliat we are all still quite early in the experimental 
stage of pleasme motoring, and I do not see why we .should 
expect to be mueb moi'e advanced in the problems of 
trade motoring. 

14020. That being so it is rather difficult to look 
ahead and to detenuiue what is of importance in regard 
to the future of this new development of trafBe by motors 
on the roads ? — Yes, 1 do not think that we can possibly 
determine at this stage exactly what the function of 
any mode of transit will be, because they will all have 
to lie considered together and one .of them is being 
newly developed; but 1 have great hopes that when 
the Railwa)' Commission and this Commission have 
completed their investigations an immense amount of 
light will be thrown upon the subject, and we shall all 
be able to discuss the question to much greater advantage 
than wo can now. lYliy I say that the policy as regards 
canals must depend upon the policy os regards railways is 
because, in the event of such a policy as nationalisation of 
railroads being detei'mined upon, obviously the nationalisa- 
tion of canals would follow ; but it does not ah at follow 
that because such a policy were not adopted in regard to 
railroads some practical suggestion might not he made for 
a change in the control or ownership of canab. 

14030. The nest head of your evidence relates to 
traffic at present carried on the Irish canals : in speaking 
of canab I suppose you iaeludo also navigable rivers ? 
—Yes, at any rate those of the upper reaches ; I should 
not include big estuaries like the Shannon from the sea 
to Limeiiek. 


14031. It would he a little difficult also, if you nre aoinu /</ 
to give the Cominis.-ion some figures, to include the iipper ' I/omcu 
]>arts of some rivers ; we found, for instance, above th*- Pludell 
•statutory navigation on the River Suir there is a consider- A'.O.I'.O . 
able length of river which is under no kind of jurLsdietioa. Vice- 
but on which u very eonsitk-ralile traffic is carried between 
(-'lonmel luul C'arrick-on-fjnir. I am nfr.tid there are no °l 

statistics about that Y— I am sorry to say I cannot give 
any acenrnte statistics. - 

14032. .So far as you have statbtics what do they — — 
cojne to ? — We estimate the total tonnage carried over 
the canab and what I may call e.inalised rivers as some- 
thing iiuder 700.000 tons; but we do not pledge oiwselves 
to the accuracy of that, because there b no means of getting 

14033. The greater part of that is can-ied on the 
Grand Canal on the one hand and on the Lagan Canal 
on the other hiiud? — Exactly; and we have a fair know- 
ledge — we can cive you fair retum-s, o\\ ing to the courtesy 
of the directors of these companies, with regard to them — 
and the rest is estimated. 

14034. But a limited part of that I am afraid conabts 
.at present of agricultural produce V — Yes, very limited. 

Stout seems to he a very large item. 

14035. Especially on the Grand Canal ? — Yes. 

14036. Stout, on the one hand, anti malt on the other ? — 

Yes. 

14037. {Lord Kenyou.) Do you include malt as an 
agricultural product ? — Certainly — a very important one. 

14038. Tliat forms a large preportiou of the traffic ? — 

14039. {Chairman.) Considerable quantities of manures 
.and seeds ai'e shipped dotm from Dublin, are they not, 
in the spring time ? — Yes. 

14040. And then barley ? — Barley and malt, and of 
course there is a considerable traffic in turf. 

14041. They form the items on the return journey to 
Dublin ? — Yes. 

14042. You have already told us that you regard the 
Grand Canal as a very important means of communication 
in the country ? — Yes — b3' far the most important canal, 

14043. And you regard with some satisfaction that it 
is able to pay a good dividend ? — Yes ; that is a veiy 
happy circumstance from every jHiint of view. 

14044. And you attribute that, I sup]K»se, to a con- 
siderable extent to the fact that it does unite a good many 
of the Larger towns and more populous districts of Ireland ? 

— Yes; and also that it has this large business in malt, 
barle.v, turf, and stout. 

14043. It has three important outlets ? — Yes. 

14040. Not only Dublin but also Waterford and, by 
means of the Shannon, Limerick ? — Yes. 

14047. Have you at all studied how far Limerick might Shanmiti 
be developed uith less throttling of the mouth of the Xarigation. 
Shannon. The Commission visited the Shannon yesterday 
and were struck with the smallness of the locks below 
Ellaloe ; and they also know somerhing, from the evi- 
dence which b to come before them as to tho conditions 
aetuaUy at Limerick t — I should not like offhand to 
attempt any estimate as to what effect superior transit 
facilities hy water above Limerick would have upon that 
torm. Of course, it has a splendid outlet to the sea if there 
were a more active industrial life in the City, as we all 
hope there may be. 

14048. I was thinking less of the effect, on the town than 
of the effect on the agricultural districts through which the 
Grand Canal on the one hand and the .Shannon on tho 
other pass ; it seemed to the Commission yesterday, 
studying the question more or less on the spot, 
thai the Shannon Navigation, which is a magnificent 
navigation, is throttled l>elow Killaloe by the small locks 
and at Limerick by the want of direct communication of 
a practical character with the Port ? — I think a great deal 
would depend on the develpouient of tillage, especially 
in connection with -winter dairying. All agriculturists 
are agreed that if winter dairying, which would involve 
ii greai increase of tillage, could be seriously developed 
iu the country it -nould greatly improve tho econoniio 
position of large numbers of farmers ; andthereisnodoubl. 
that canal transit would be much more valuable through 
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a tillage country than through a grazing or summer 
dairying country, 

14049. Then there is also an important connection with 
Athlone on the Grand Canal ? — Yes. 


Sejtarlment of y Does a boat leave Dublin every day for Athlone ! 

.\\iriciiUuTe, 

I405I. And another from Athlone to Dublin ? — Yes. 

5 Oct. 1906, 14052. And the branches of the Grand Canal are of 

' importance ? — Yes, there are several of them. 


14053. Do you desire to call the attention of the Com- 
mission to the time-tables of the canal oompanv, a regu- 
lar ndvpi-tised system of sailings ? — No, onlv to say that it 
is a verj- important factor, I think, in any inode of transit 
that there should be some regularity about it. and I think 
it is a great advantage that they are able to maintain such 
a service. 


14054. I suppose what you wish to point out is the 
ithsence of a similar regularity of method on some of the 
other waterways ?— Yes : I do not blame those in con- 
trol of them, but they are not in a position to maintain 
any regular service. 

14055. Given more method and more regular times of 
sailing you think the trade on them would be much en- 
couraged ? — Yes. Thev would probably put it the other 
way round— that if they had more to carry they could 
give a more regular service. It may interest the Com- 
mission to know that a great many years ago a very old 
gentleman told me of his experiences on what waa called 
the “ tiy-boat ” from Dublin on the Grand Canal ; he told 
me that it travelled all through the night flying, five or six 
miles an hour, and there was .a great scramble to get mto 
the boat early, and secure a seat by the table, where you 
could rest your head on your elbows and get a kind of a 
sleep. But this mode of conveyance hasall passed away, 
and I do not suppose the Royal Commission will recom- 
mend its revis.nl. 


14051). Do you think it is an .advantage that the Grand 
Canal Cbnipany are themselves carriers ? — Decidedly ; 
it makes a much better business concern of canals, 
because the proprietors are then interested in the main- 
tenance of tlieir canals. 


if 140o,. Have you anything to say on the condition of 
• the canal v— I do hear reports that the canal might he 
very much improved, especially by dredging in some 
parts, and I also hear that they have to fight sand as 
well as weeds. I mj-se!f should be verv glad to see a 
very careful consideration of the question as to how far 
a canal company that seems to be doing its work well 
could get some assistance in keeping its pronertv in 
better order. 


140,‘S. Do you think that the water storage needs 
improvement— more water '—That is a purely expert- 
point I would not like to give any opinion upon. 

14059. The question of cost both of the storage and of 
the dredging operations would have to be considered in 

relation to the increased returns from the trade ? Yes 

and of course the large question of policy arises as to 
whether if the canals were under some form of public 
control It might not be more easy to get the necessarv 
eipenditure upon them made. A public authoritv can 
take a longer view and can make nn expenditure which was 
not justified by any immediate increase in revenue but 
would be ultimately remunerative. 


14000. The present trade and the comparative pros- 
perity of this canal show that it is of great utility to the 
country ’—Certainly ; the mere fact that it pays a 
steady dividend is sufficient to prove that. 


14001. You just now made a suggestion that it mieh 
be possible to expend public money upon it; how d 
you think such expenditure could be Justified ’—I coub 
take an almost paraUel instance. Our' Departmenl 
as I said just now, is charged with the dutv of ATrli„ p an. 
facilitating the carriage and distribution of produce 
-Now, in the harbour at .Arklow we are carrying out soni' 
costly dreeing operations, in exchange for which we ae 
the tolls of the harbour, which do not nearly cover th. 
expenditure, but the object of our Department is to keei 
the harbour open for certain very important industria 
undertaking : there is Kvnoeh-s high explosives factor 
and, al.so, there are some important quarries which usi 
this harbour, and while, a.« I lir.ve said, it is only on verj 


rare occasions that we can find money out of our very 
limited endowment for these purposes, I tliink it is 
Justifiable when a great economic development takes 
place, for public monies to be employed in facilitating 
the transit facilities they require. Furthermore, in these- 
days the cost of transit is so much a factor in the cost of 
production that I do Ihink that in addition to the other 
means of developing our agriculture we ought to be able 
to do a little more than we are able to do at present for 
lowering the cost of transport. I do not like to go much 
further into these questions, because questions of high 
policy would be involved, and I am hardly in a position 
to make recommendations. 

14062. I do not know if you have made quite clear 
what would be the difference between the arrangement 
yon have just now suggested and that of the ac.tion oa 
a public canal trust ? — I do not know that there would 
be any difference in principle ; I am assuming that a 
public canal trust would have power to make an expendi- 
ture which, while not biinging revenue to the particular 
means of transit, brought by tiie facilities provided a very 
largely increased revenue to the genera! industry of the 
country, and especially to agriculture. 

1.4063. Y'ou suggest that supposing a case could not 
be made out for such a direct return on expenditure as 
is pointed to in the terms of reference to this Commission, 
at all events an indirect benefit to the whole country 
might be pointed to as a justification for the expenditure 
out of public funds ? — Yes. Of course, if j’ou are to he 
limited to purely business considerations, then State- 
action or public action does not come in. 

14064. Perhaps I was not quite Justified in referring 
to the terms of reference in the way I did, because even 
in the terms of reference the case is put in this way: 

“ The prospect of benefit to the trade of the country 
compatible with a reasonable return on tlio pi-obahlo 
cost ; ” so that it is not necessarily a direct return which 
is pointwl to ? — ^No, the word “ reasonable ” is very 
elastic. 

14005. Then I think you would like to illustrate what Ruyal C.inal 
you have been saying by the case of the Royal Canal, 
or to make some remarks on the subject of the Royal 
Canal ? — .\a a waterway it is much less important and 
has for smaller capalfiUties than the Grand Canal system. 

-■is I have already said, the railway line follows it very 
closely to JInlliagar and the population of the country 
it traverses is very much smaller ; and, furthermore, it 
does not lead through to any port or pass through any 
belt of tillage; the country through which it runs has 
to a large extent been given up to grazing. At tJie same 
time, the waterway is a good one, or at least has the 
possibilities of being made a good one, and it is important 
that it should be maintained as a route of communication 
and developed to its fullest capacity. 

14066. Supposing that the case arose to -which you 
alluded earlier in your evidence and that the railways 
passed into the hands of the Government, and the Royal 
Canal consequently also, would you still think that it 
would he desirable to maintain it, as yon liave said, as 
a route of oommimication and develop it ’—Obviously 
there would be no objection on the grounds of unfair 
competition, to begin with, and 1 should say it would be 
simply and solely a question of public convenience. If 
the pubho could be better served by the dual means of 
transit the canal should of course be used, but it would 
be a very simple economic question to decide under those 
circumstances. 


14007. It would be a question as to whether 
there was enough traffic from such a district for both 
railway and cMal ? — Yes, or whether you had sufficient 
goods of the kind that a canal can more advantageously 
cany to justify the maintenance of the two routes. 

14(^. Quite so. And as to the condition of the 
Royal Canal, do you think it might be made more efficient ? 

As far as I have seen it, it appears to suffer very much 
from weeds. ’’ 


»«ouaieoa toaesuDjeet tlie reports before US of 
two inspectors sent down by the Board of Trad^ so I think , 
w-e ne^ not tronble with that much. Does the Royal £^1, 
in your opmion, raise some important considerations R E m 
m the Irish Canal problem ?— Yes, firstly the question JUjoi 
mat wiien a railway company owns a canal but is not Marindii 
Itself a earner upon it, itbas no natural interest in keeping R.E- 
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the wiitenray in good condition ; and, second, that where 
there is no strong independent company carr3dng over the 
waterway, but simply a number of small bye-traders, no 
strong competition against the railway company can 
take place ; and, thirdly, that even if the canal were 
properly dredged it may not be remnnerative, because 
capital may not be forthcoming to organise a company 
such as the Grand Canal Company. At the same time 
this may be a risk which the State may be justified in 
undertaking. Of course, if the railway and canal were 
both owned by a public trust, then the question, as I say, 
would be a purely economic one. I do not think there is 
at present any prospect of a considerable increase of 
traffic in the Royal Canal route, but of course one would 
not like to mortgage the future in a country that we hope 
will develop rapidly. 

14070. Then there is a third main line of canals in 
Ireland, namely, in the North ? — Yes. These present 
several distinctive points of interest. Firstly, there is 
the Newry Canal, which might be of very great assistance 
to the Port of Newry if it were developed so as to admit of 
sea-going ships coming right up to the town. Then as 
regni-ds tlie inland navigation from Newry to Lough 
Neagh, there again the trade on the canalis limited by the 
fact that the railroad runs all the way from Newry to 
Portadown. At the same time, as in other cases, there is 
evidence to show that this cand, together with the other 
canal routes with which it connects, has undoubtedly 
helped to keep down railway rates in that district. I do 
not think there is anyroomfor doubt that canal competi- 
tion has on the whole helped to keep down railway rates 
generally, and that that is the chief importance of canal 
competition. 

14071. {Sir Francis Hoptoood.) Is the Newry in- 
dependent of railway control ? — Yes, I think so ; it is 
a local trust. 

14D72. (Lord Kenyon.) Am I right in supposing that 
the Royal is the only one which is subject to railway 
control ? — Yes, it is the only one owned by a railway. 

14073. (Chairman.) Then with regard to the Lagan 
Navigation t — It is important from the tonnage which 
it carries, which is quite large ; although it is short in 
estent it carries the largest tonnage next to that of the 
Grand Canal, butthe company has not been able to pay a 
satisfactory dividend. That may be due to the fact 
that it controls the Ulster Navigation Company, which 
shows a considerable annual loss and eats up the little 
profit that the Lagan Navigation earns. The Lagan 
Navigation is undoubtedly very impoi-tant, and we think it 
most desirable that the system with which it connects 
should bo developed and if possible that the company 
should in some way be roheved of the serious charges 
which their unhappy arrangement with the Ulster Canal 
imposes upon it. 

14074. What about the Ulster Canal f — It too deserves 
very important consideration, because it is a HriV in an 
important chain, and the country through which it 
passes is not naturally very fertile but a very industrious 
and prosperous agricultural country. While the towns 
are few we regard the district as one of considerable 
pt^ibilities. 

14073. It is navigable right up to Clones ? — Yes, right 
up to Clones, and there is a considerable traffic as far as 
Xlouaghan. Between Monaghan and Clones there is a 
regular traffic, although it is asmallonc, carried on through 
the greater part of the year, but there is at some times 
of the year a good deal of trouble over the water supply. 
There again the country is one of very great possibilities, 
they are quite industiious people. 

14076. Above Gones, and also as regards the Ballin- 
amore and Ballyconnell Canal, the whole thing is dere- 
lict ? — Yea. 

14077. Have you any opinion upon the Report of the 
Monok Commission which did not attach value to the 
through waterway from Belfast to the Shannon at Limer- 
ick ? — No, except that since the Monck Commission 
reported adversely the Cavan and Leitrim Railway, 
has been constructed which serves a good deal of the 
district that was then needing transit facilities ; hut still 
I am sure that this Commission will keep the possibility of 
opening this line of water communication in view. 

. 14078. You think it is possible that it might be a matter 

t>f importance for Ireland and the national economy 


in transit to have an inland water system connecting 
the district of the Sliannon with Belfast and Belfast wiili 
that district ’—All Irishmen who take an interest in 
these matters are keenly desirous to see the internal 
trade of Ireland developed, and I cannot imagine anything 
more desirable than an interchange of commodities be- 
tween, for instance, Belfast and Limerick, and therefore 
while it may be that money could not at the present 
time be very usefully expended in opening the waterway 
between those towns, at the same time we should like to 
consider every means of increasing transit facilities, and I 
do not think we ought to abandon any efforts to achieve 
that end. 


Rt- Eon. Sir 
Sorace 
Plunkt’t. 
K.C.V.n . 


Presiden' 
Deparimeni of 
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14079. Do you know how much trade there is between 
Belfast and Limerick by sea ’—Very little I am afraid at 
present. 

14080. What we have been struck with in England is 
rather the importance of connecting inland districts 
with a port rather than connecting two ports with each 
other, because the two ports can communicate with each 
other by sea ? — Yes, but the West Coast of Ireland is a 
pretty stormy one to go round for small craft. 

140S1. Now I think we had better pass on to the ques- 
tion of the control of the canals ; will you favour the 
Commission with your views on that subject ? — If the 
canals are to be controlled, it seems to us to be important 
that they should pass into the hands of a central public 
authority, which would be responsible for the upkeep of 
the existir^ canals for their proper dredging and widening 
where necessary, and which would direct the canal policy 
of the country with regard to tolls and questions of 
freight. Taking the canals of Ireland as a whole at 
present, it is evident that they are not properly dredged, 
nor are the connections which might be realist on them 
fully developed. Other countries have developed their 
canals at very considerable outlay on the part of the 
State, for which no direct remuneration was obtained, 
and the State in Ireland has also put down a large amount 
of money. But it looks as if the State hod either put out 
too much or too little, and one line of policy which sug- 
gests itself as at least preferable to the existing state of 
affairs would be the establishment of a central public 
board, charged with the function of supervising and 
maintaining the canals, toll-taking, but not in the first 
instance acting as carriers. At the same time it seems 
that a discretion should be left to such a bodv so that 
in certain cases where they were satisfied that there were 
not reasonable facilities for the transit of goods, they might 
undertake navigation, that is in certain districts where 
there is practically no other service than transit by road. 

14082. And also the difficulty of getting that kind of 
service to which you have pointed with approval, namely, 
a daily service, a r^ular service, and a methodical service 
from individual traders ? — Yes, that is the difficulty. 

14083. It might be necessary for anybody controlling the 
canal to cany if such a service was to be established ? — 

Yes, I always prefer leaving such things to private enter- 
prise if possible, but if the public demand the other 
thing 

14084. Have you ever considered the possibility of 
leasing ? Supposing the Government or a Government 
Department had to acquire the canals and develop them 
and improve them, have you ever considered whether 
afterwards private enterprise might be brought in by 

the impeov^ canal being leased to a public body ? No, 

I have not considered that. 

14085. Are there conditions existing in Ireland which p 
in your opinion point to an increased sendee for canals fncrel^ 
in the future ? — Yes, a good many ; it is not necessary service for 
to make any elaborate analysis of them, but I may refer canals, 
to one or two of them ; for example, there is undoubtedly 
a very considerable increase in the trade in artificial 
manures in recent years, and that is a development 
which deserves every encouragement. Then again, the 
farmers are getting much more alive to the necessity of 
using fresh seeds and the best seed.s, and there again 
canals would be useful. The traffic in agricultural 
machinery we find to be increasing. The trade in feeding 
stuffs is also growing. On the ottier hand it is important 
to provide as good through communications from point to 
point as possible for ^ricultural produce ; and as inform- 
ation regarding the marketing of goods at various centres 
increases, tbesuppiyand demand will undoubtedly become 
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amount of live stock in Ireluid that we consume an 
enormous quantity. 

14103. In fact there is not much available for esport — 
you want it for your own xise ? — Not very much. 

14104. (Sir John IFiZson.) I think you mentioned, 
amongst the main elements of success for agriculture 
in Ireland, first, economic holdings— that is fair rents ; 
second, adequate capital ; third, good agricultural educa- 
tion : fourth, organisation amongst farmers : and lastly, 
you put economical means of transit ? — Yes. 

14106. Amongst the various modes of transit you put 
railways and roads before canals ? — Yes. 

14106. I suppose, however, that for heavy produce— 
for such articles as peatmoss litterwhich you mentioned — 
canals would probably take a primary place as com- 
pared with railways in cheapness of transit ? — Yea. 

14107. You have no details as to the amount of peat 
litter that is used in Ireland ? — I think we might get for 
the Commission the amount that is imported ; we can 
get that amount, and it has come to our knowledge that 
new factories are being started just now in Ireland and 
I think that the manufaetui'e will oonsderably increase. 
We will give the Commission all the information we have 
as to the amount that is produced in Ireland, hut I am 
not so certain whether we will he able to get at that ; 
we can certainly get the information as to the imported 
litter. 

14108. Speaking generally, it amounts to a considerable 
tonnage ? — Yes, and might amount to a great deal more ; 
any day an improved process might he invented that 
would immensely increase the output of Irish peat moss 
litter, and possibly make it an important export to 
Great Britain. 

14109. To England, for instance — not to Scotland ? — 
Scotch money is just os good as English to us. 

14110. Yes, hut we have pent bogs in Scotland ? — 
But they are not so good as the Irish. 

14111. I was not surprised to hear that moss litter was 
brought into Ireland, because I am aware that it is brought 
into Scotland where we have also bogs. There is another 
point which surprised me even more than moss litter. 
In passing through Ireland yesterday we passed through 
what seemed to me a splendid dairying country with 
magnificent grass : how is it, for instance, now, that 
Denmark, which in the opinion of many people is not 
superior to Ireland, supplies such an enormous amount 
of agricultural produce such as butter and eggs, and 
butter especially, to Great Britain; and even to Ireland 
I am told that Danish butter comes ; can you give in the 
amount that is sent from Denmark to Great Britain in 
money ? — I can give it to you ; it is impossible to carry 
these figures in one’s head, hut all these figures we can 
get. I do not like to give them from memory ; if I had 
had any idea that the Commission would have been 
interested in it I would havs brought the information. 

14112. I want to show that Ireland might benefit by 
canals and means of transit if it could produce the article, 
and that butter and other sources of agricultural produce 
might be produced to a much greater extent in Ireland 
than they are ? — Yes, we admit that ; but under no 
circumstances, I think, would butter he carried by canals 
unless, as I said, we had large waterways that admitted 
of rapid transit. 

14II3. {Lord Kenyon.) Tub butter might be — the 
salted butter 7— The public taste is changing very rapidly, 
and the less salted butter we produce, the better for 
the country. I would rather that the canals refused to 
carry it. 

14114. (iSt> John Wilson.) Then I presume that canals 
would be very useful for the transit of potatoes ? — Yes, 
except new potatoes. 

14115. You do not think they would he of advantage 
for new potatoes ? — I meant early, not new, potatoes. 

14116. Early potatoes are a very great market, and it 
seems to me Ireland is even better suited than Scotland 
for the production of early potatoes. Ayrshire produces 
a great amount of early potatoes, but Ayrshire is further 
north than the whole of Ireland 1 — Yes ; but you take 
our Irish labourers to do the work for you, and after a 
while, when you give us a little time to. develop these 
things, we may keep some of these labourers at home ; and 


then the Ayrshire farmers will find a very severe competi- A. Hon Sir 
tion against their potatoes. Horace 

141 17. We wll aU be very pleased to see you developing ucv%’ 
the resources of Ireland 7 — Yei<, we are the best of friends. fiei- ’ 

14118. With reference to some question as to the Presi^tU 
tonnage on the canals of Ireland you stated that you Depariraeat oj 
could not give ns the exact amount ; you said it amounted 
to about 700,000 tons 7 — Something under, we estimate * n^lCOe 
it at. 

14119. But that the largest portion of that 700.000 Tonnage ' 
tons was carried by two canals, the Grand Canal and the carried on 
Lagan Canal ; you stated that you could give us the cauiis. 
statistics for those two : could you give them to us now 7 
— I have not them with me, but the Grand Canal is about 

300.000 tons out of the 700,000, and the Lagan is about 

170.000 tons ; and then there is something over 200,000 
tons more distributed among the other canals. 

14120. So that those two canals carry about two-thirds 
of the whole amount ? — Exactly. 

14121. In speaking of the importance of a through Communica- 
canal between Limerick and Belfast you stated that there between 
might be a considerable interchange of commodities ““'I 

between the two towns 7 — Yea. I should like to see the 
internal trade of Ireland greatly developed ; but, of course, 
it would only come with a general development of the 
prosperity of the country and a much higher standard 
of living in our agricultural districts and, consequently, 
a much larger consumption of general commodities. 

14122. Can you give us any opinion as to what com- 
modities could be exchanged between Belfast, for instance, 
and Limerick, and Limerick and Belfast 7 — I think that 
if we developed more tillage down south there would be 
a great exchange of agricultural machinery, manures and 
seeds, and timber, turf, and so forth. I would not 
like to give a complete schedule, but those are the class 
of commodities that I .think would go both up and down. 

14123. Could these articles not be sent in ship loads 
more economically by the coast from Belfast to limerick 
or vice versa 7 — In the case of the terminal points possibly 
but I was thinkin g of the intermediate points os well. 

14124. {Lord Brassey.) Looking to the earlier portion 
of yoor very interesting evidence I would like to ask you 
whether you consider that a considerable further expendi- 
ture is necessary on railways and roads in Ireland, to be 
provided chiefly, I suppose, by State aid 7—1 would 
not like to say upon railways, but I should like to see a 
very considerable expenditure upon roads. I am only 
giving my personal view here because I am rather a 
believer in the development of motor traffic. 

14125. The motor traffic is part and parcel of the 
scheme for the utilisation of roods ? — Yes. 

14126. It is port of the some question 7 — Certainly ; 
the roads which are not constructed for heavy or rapid 
transit would have to be considerably altered— in some 
cases widened and straightened, and the bridges very 
often would require to be made both stronger and have 
shorter pitches for motors ; that is to say you want less 
abrupt culverts and bridges for motor traffic, but above 
all you want more metal in the roads. 

14127. May we draw the inference from what you have 
said as to roads and motor facilities that you would not 
desire to see Government grants for the extension and 
improvement of canals provided by a deduction from the 
amount which might be granted for the improvement 
of roads and ths extension of motor facilities ? — We have 
a strong objection in Ireland to what we call “ feeding 
the dog ofi his own tail,” and we should not like to get 
money for canals if any other means of transit were to bo 
prejudiced. 

14128. Starved ? — Yes. 

14129. Assuming that concurrent action was po^ible 
and that grants were available for canals as well as for 
the improvement of railways and, still farther, canals 
and motor facilities, I think you have made it clear to us 
that you think that the completion of an effeotive water- 
way from limerick to Belfast would be very valuable 
for Ireland 7—1 only give that as one instance ; if there 
was money to spare for general purposes of Irish develop- 
ment, of course I would like to see this means of transit 
added to our other means, but I would not give a very 
high place for it as a matter of immediate practical 
importance. 
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insUTES OF evidence: 


Hi. Huh. Sir 14130. Apart from a more comprehensive scheme I 
Honice take it you vrould certainly deal with the Grand Canal, 
the locks and the transit through Limerick, and also 
Lagan Canal and put that 
Pits!y<iif tuncem upon a hetter basis ; those are matters you would 
IitiMr’mint oi ''®“s>der of immediate importance and would deal with 
.igricv'.tv.Te.’ from any comprehensive scheme 1 — Yes, those 

appear to me to be the two most important objects 

5 Oc!. lOOij. to he attended to in the event of money being available 
for canal policy. 

14131. (2Ir. Etvmanf.) I have only one or two questions : 
in your experience during the last year or two has there 
been an increasing tendency, where the roads would stand 
it, to move heavy goods, such as are suggested would be 
taken by the canals, by motor traction ? — A very small 
development in Ireland so far. 

14132. Do you anticipate there will be a big move- 
ment in that way f — Not, I think, until the roads are 
put in proper repair. 'fhe Iveagh-Pirrie scheme, 
as it was called, fell to the ground for reason that the 
counties were not prepared to m.ake the necessary expen- 
diture on the roads although a large sum of money was 
available for putting motor vehicles upon them on con- 
dition that the roads were put in a proper state of repair. 

14133. Y’ou would think that as soon as the roads are 
made strong enough to carry these heavy goods thev will 
be carried in much larger quantities than they are to-day. 
My reason for asking is that if you put the Irish roa^ 
into condition for cairying heavy goods you would get a 
quicker means of transit than you would on canals, end I 

assume that is why you put canals after roads ? Yes, 

• the most important part of the agricultural industry for 

us to develope in Ireland is that which gets fresh goods 
rapildy into the British markets. 

14134. I suppose you know that is being done to-day 
in certain parts of England ? — Yes. 

14135. Where they have canals and railways, manu- 
facturers are moving heavy goods from the ships by 
of traction engines and motor loiTies rather than utilizing 
either of the others ? — Y'es, but that is mostly, I take it, 
in non-agrieuJtural districts, is it not, and paved towns, 
and so on ? 


Railway 14136. Can you call to mind any instances where the 

rate?. railway rates have been increased when they control the 

canals or any canals over that same distance ? Do you 

mean in this country ? 

14137. Y’es. Have the railway rates gone up when 
they became masters of the canals ?— I should not like 
to say, because all this is a matter of accurate record, 
so that I would not like to speak from memory. 

14138. You do not know of any instances, nor the re- 
verse, where they have reduced them through a canal 
being opened up ?— I should not like to give inaccurate 
information. 

14139. (CfiOiVinun.) We have had a good deal of evidence 
of railway rates being less where there is canal communica- 
tion than where there Ls not ?— Y’es, we have lots 
of evidence of that, but 1 suppose it is invariable that 
the rates are less where there is competition than 
where there is not. 


14140. (JD. Remnant.) As regards new industries, I 
suppose the railways to-day are quite keen to give facili- 
ties or to promote new industries ?— Yes, I find that so 
l)ut there is always a difficulty with railway companies 
that they have the nest meeting of the shareholders to 
consider and that they cannot reduce their dividend 
with the prospect of an ultimate development which will 
increase their revenue; they are always governed by 
that consideration, but we have found them, in our depart- 
ment, very anxious to assist in any development that 
seemed to be reasonable. Very few of them are in a 
I position to do aU that we would like them to do. 

^ 14141. They have no power to do all you would like 

; I mean most of them have not a very considerable 

t margin of profit to work with. 

I Disadven- 14142. <3Ir. KillicI:.] Yon mentioned amongst the 
: taees of In:ib disadvantages of Irish canals the fact that boats do not 
j canals. iisimlly carry more than flO tons ; may I ask why you 

consider that a boat carrying a larger tonnage than that 
would be a letter vessel upon Irisii canals ?— I a.m told 
that canal boats ordinarily do carry a great deal more 


I take it in all forms of shipping the more you carry the 
cheaper the transport. 

14143. You have also to consider of course whether 
you can get the sixty tons to carry ? — That is quits true. 

14144. Because a sixty ton boat does not pay you very 
well unless it has sixty tons inside it ? — No ; I only say 
that the small size of the boat necessarily puts a 'ow 
limit on the rate. 


14145. Of course we have had a great deal of evidence on 
this subject in England and the biggest bye-tr^er there 
who gave evidence before us had come to the conclusion 
that sixty tons was the best normal cargo for a canal 
boat : I do not know whether you have given any special 

consideration to the matter — I should like to have it ? 

No. I should think his opinion would probably be a great 
deal better than mine ; perhaps I should say that I do 
not pose as an expert on canals at all, and my evidence is 
necessarily of a general character. 

14146. I think I gather very clearly from what you say Prospect tf 
that if the Irish waterways in any large sense wero taken benefit 
over by the public and if public money were expended 
more or less upon them in improvements and possibly 
in connections, and so forth, you do not at present con- 
sider that the outlay would be repaid by the revenue ? 

Not immediately. 

14147. Or that the interest would be paid hy the 
revenue ? — Certainly it would not be at present, but one 
would hope that in the general scheme of development 
of the country it would play a useful part and that ulti- 
mately the expenditure would prove to be remunerative. 

14148. The general utility is another question ; I only 
wanted to make it quite clear whether you think that 
the outlay would bo justified as a commercial investment, 
that is to say that the interest which would have to be 
paid in some form or another would be produced by the 

revenue derived from the tolls upon the waterways t 

If that were so I do not think that there would be any 
difficulty in getting the capital and enterprise required 
to do the work. 


14149. No. hut I gathered that your own opinion was 
that at present it would not produce a sufficient income 
to pay the interest ?— No, because I think it takes a 
considerable time, especially in a country that has had 
a good many disadvantages in the past, for the industrial 
enterprise to respond to new opportunities. 


14150. There is only one other question ; I find the 
total tonnage in the 1898 Return was 708.000 tons j have 
you any more recent figures than those ? — No, we have 
not for the total amount ; the rough estimate I have 
given is made up from individual returns tliat wo have 
got. 


ISOS Sdm. 


14151. Your estimate seems to come to just about 
those figures, I gather ? — Yes, and in the part of our 
700,000 tons we had to estimate, no doubt we were largely 
influenced by those figures. 

14162. I only wanted to see whether there was any 
tendency either to increase or decrease during the period 
which has elapsed since then ?— We think that there is 
approximately not very much change. 

14153. {2Ir. Minch.) Yon spoke of the importance of 
Irish roads for the purpose of encouraging hea\’y traffic ; 
do you think where there are canal facilities properly 
managed you could carry on the heavy traffic on roads 
cheaper than by canal transit ?— No, but then the canals 
only go to very few districts. 

14154. But where the districts are properly served by 
canals do you think you could carry on roa^ cheaper ’— 
Certainly not, with the class of traffic that would co by 
canals. ® 


14155. (Mr. Snoivden.) You stated near the beginning 
of your evidence a number of directions in which your 
Dep^ment was moving for the pui-pose of encouraging 
and de^oping Irish agriculture, such as technical educa- 
tion and domestic training, and so on, and transit amongst 
the rest ; to what extent have your efforts been successful 
in developing Irish agriculture on the lines you have 
indicated 7 Could you, for instance, give us figures as to 
the present volume of Irish agricultural trade compared 

wth the time when your Department began its efforts 7 

There is a Vice-regal Commission sitting at present upon 
that whole question, and I think it would be better to 
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refer this Commisaion to the Report of that Comaiission, 
because I am afraid if I were to give evidence as to the 
aohieveruentsof the Department of which I am at present 
the working head, in some quarters it might not be 
credited, and in any case it would be hardly proper for 
me to give such evidence. 

£jp9Qsion in 14150. You have more than once this morning es- 
[ie future of pressed tlie hope of a great e.vpansion in the future of 
Irish trade, j^ish trade, say, to England, and my point is that that 
hope ought at least to have some foundation fi'om past 
ejqierience ; what is the past experience upon which you 
justify that hope of future expansion ? — Briefly, the chief 
factor in my mind is the interest that the people in Ire- 
land are taking in various methods of developing agri- 
culture and industry. The process must necessarily be 
slow ; the application of State aid to agriculture and 
industry is of comparatively recent date ; the most 
important work is educational work, and we cannot 
expect to see the fruits of this work in the early stages, 
but if the Commission wants details ns to what has 
happened in the last six years, of which I am speaking, I 
can give them to them in a condensed, or in an expanded 
form, and I am quite ready to show that I am not speaking 
at large when I prophesy a very considerable increase in 
the carriage of goods corresponding to the development of 
Irish production ; hut it would be very difficult for me 
to give here and now a satisfactory summary of the 
current activities, public and private, aiming at the de- 
velopment of the country’s natural resource 

Hl.o”. {ChairmaTi.) Long before our inquiry is ended 
we shall have the benefit of the Report of Sir Kenelm 
Dig'u’'s Inquiry ? — I think, my Lord, it would be better 
if that report was consuH-‘d on these points. 

14158. We shall find it all there ? — Yes. 

14159. {My. Swioden.) I gather that the kind of 
development you are looking forward to is the develop- 
ment of an export trade in eggs, bacon, butter, and. that 
sort of thing ? — Yes, and in a certain amount of cereal 
crops and a greatly increased export of beef and mutton, 
owing to a more economical system of farming, especially 
an increase of tillage which, contrarj’ to the general 
opinion will, I believe, mean a great increase in the pro- 
duction of live stock. 

Devet'pment 14160. You appear to attach a great deal of importance 
li r.aih. to the development of the roads as a means of speedy 
transit, do you mean that this road transit should be 
simply as a feeder of the main line or as a direct communi- 
cation between town and town or town and port ? — 
Mainly as feeders to other means of transit except near 
the ports. 

14161. You appear to think that one of the chief 
reasons why the Grand Canal is successful is because it 
does its own carrying, and you gave as a reason for the 
comparative failure of the Royal that the oairying upon 
the canal is in the hands of bye-traders, and that as the 
result of that there was very little competition in regard 
to the rates ? — Of course there are other circumstances 
favourable to the Grand Canal, but I think the fact of 
the company doing its own carrying makes it much more 
alert in developing the traffic. 

14162. One would think where you have a number of 
small traders, whose living depended upon their getting 
business, competing for the same traffic, you would hare 
strong competition between them : is there within your 
knowledge any cutting of rates on the Grand Canal 
between these bye-traders, or is there anything in the 
nature of fixed rates to which every trader conforms t — 
I would sooner you got that from the Grand Canal 
Company. 

14163. With reference to your suggestion of a waterway 
between Limerick and Belfast it was pointed out by the 
Chairman that it would have to face the competition of 
the sea route for goods sent from Limerick to Belfast, 
or vice versa, but is it in your opinion possible, at any rate, 
supposing the waterway were made, to develop an imme- 
diate trade with the towns between those two points ? 
Would such a waterway aid the internal development 
of the country at all ? — I think it would. 

14164. For whet reason ? — Mainly in cheapening tran- 
sit-even by the indii'ect efiect upon other means of 
transit, I think, in lowering rates. 
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14165. Y’ou said that co-operative methods were 
spreading, espcciallv in the Sou^ and South-west of Ire- 
land, particularly in regard to dairying : how i? the milk 
conveyed at present — mainly by rail ? — No. mainly by 
donkey cert to the creameries, and then the butter is 
conveyed by rail. 

14106. But the carrying by donkey cart means that 
tlie advantage of the dairy 3uust be confined to farmers 
within a verj' limited area ? — Y’es, that is so. except 
in the case of what they call auxiliaries, stations where 
the cream is taken off the milk and then the cream is sent 
to the Central Creamery to be churned. 


Hi. Eon. Sir 
Eonuc 
Pin'-ett, > 
A’.C r.o., 
ri«- 
PreeidiKt 
Dcparlnunt of 
.ijric'illiire. 

3 Ocl. 1908. 


14107. You made a remark something to this effect, .qtate owner- ’ 
that if the State did not own the railways you did not ship. J 
think it would be fair for the canals to be in the hands of 
the State and running in competition with privately owned 
railways ; what do you mean by that statement ? Why 
wotild it not be fair ? — I do not think that I slid that 
exactly ; my point was this — that if the railways 
were owned by private enterprise and the canals wen' 
owned by the State it would be unfair competition to 
make the canals toll free. 


14168. But you would not consider it to he unfair 
that the rates on the canal should be lower than on the 
railways ? — Oh no. 

14169. I have just one other question I want to put 
to you, supposing that the Irish railways within a reason- 
able time come under State control and that the 
Department sets itself to work to tlioroughly develop the 
railways of Ireland with the assistance of motor traffic 
upon the toads as a sort of feeder — if that came to pass, 
would you then consider that the development of the 
canal system would be either necessary or desirable ? — 

That again is purely a qtiestion for experts; I assume 
that if the railways were State owned the canals would be 
too, and then it would be simply a business question of 
whether it was worth while keeping the waterways in 
operation, and probably it would be decided in some 
instances that it would be better to serve districts with 
canals than to take railways to them ; but where the 
railway and the canal run alongside it is doubtful whether 
it would be worth while keeping both means of transit 
alive if any considerable structural alterations had to b6 
made in the canals, or if the cost of upkeep was great. 

14170. I have only one more question and it is a general 
question ; leaving out of mind the last matter as to the 
possible acquisition of railways by the State, do you 
think the probabilities of a return, either indirect or 
direct, upon money spent in the development of Irish 
canals would hold out any reasonable prospect of being 
remunerative ? — Indirectly, yes, but dkectly, not for a 
very considerable period, 

14171. (Mr. Bai'Uon.) Was there not a large scheme Thelveavb- 
for motor traffic on the roads of Ireland brought up by Pirrie , 
Lord Iveagh and Jlr. Pirrie — the Iveagh-Pirrie scheme ? schetoe. 

— Under Mr. Wyndham’s Chief Secretaryship there was 
an arrangement made with Lord Iveagh and Mr. Pirrie 
to the effect that if the county councils wotild put certain 
roads in repair in a specified manner these two gentle- 
men would run a system of motor cars, as an experiment, 

I believe, charging a reasonable rate of freight. 

14172. Howdid that break down ? — Because the county 
counoils in each cose considered the expenditure on the 
roads would make too heavy a charge upon the rates. 

14173. Whom do you look to for the construction of 
these roads you contemplate for motor traffic ? — Either 
when motor traffic had further developed the local author- 
ities would change their minds, or else a case might con- 
ceivably be made for State assistance for the development 
of traffic, but I have no definite scheme in my head, for 
the time has not come when either consummation is likely 
to take place. 

14174. The roads would be free, would they not ? — 

Certainly. 

14175. And would compete with the railways the same 
as a free canal would ? — Nob quite, beeanse the roads 
would be feeders to the railways in a sense that the canals 
would not be, and also the\' would carry a different class 
of goods possibly. TIjc main difference would be in Uie 
fact that the motor transit would probably only be for 
short distances in order to connect localities with railways. 
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14176, The raihvr.7 coa'.j:ar.i"s hr.v<? not themselves 
started any motor traffic, have they?— They have, in a fen- 
instances. but, so far as I know, only in already developed 
and more or less populous districts. 

14177. (Sir Francia Hopicood.) Are those road motors 
or rail motors ? — Road motors ; there sre some rail 
motors in a few instances as well, in the North of Ireland 
chielly, I think. 

14178. (Mr. Davison.) That is passenger traffic, is it 
not ? — Yes, for local traffic near Belfast. I think. 


14179. (J/r. Grifplii.) Continuing that line of ideas 
that Mr. Davison has started, docs it not appear to you 
that to place the canals in charge of local control, as has 
been suggested in some cases, is not likely to succeed 
if the county councils themselves do not see the force 
of improving their roads for such a great advantage as 
you claim for motor cars ? — I had not myself suggested 
placing them under local control, but only interesting the 
locality in the maintenance of the canals, and so in their 
utilisation with a corresponding representation on a con- 
trolling board or authority. 

14180. But you lean to a central authority if anything is 
done in canal improvement in Ireland ? — Yes, if it is found 
that a general policy of canal transit development is ad- 
visable, then I think it would be better to have a central 
authority in order that the public expenditure might 
be distributed among the canals on some concerted and 
well-considered scheme. 

14181. With local advisory hoards, or whatever they 
might be called, for the maintenance part ? — Yc-j. 

Policy of the 14182. I do not know whether you would agreewith 
State. me, but it appe.ars to me, on looking hack over the whole 

history of inlaad navigation in Ireland, that one of its 
serious breakdowns has been due to the vacillating policy 
of the State, taking it up one day, handing it over to a 
Company the next, and perhaps taking it back again the 
following day : I do not know whether you view it in 
that light, but it appears to me that you must have a 
centi-al authority that will work with a continuity of policy 
if we are to get any good out of the inland naviga- 
tion of Ireland ? — Probably the canal policy has been 
affected by the circumstmee that the canals often owed 
their origin to other than transit purposes. They served, 
for instance, for drainage and water supply, and it is 
quite possible that the transit considerations that you 
are now taking into account may present a different 
range of problems to those which were originally taken 
’ into aecounfcbytheState. 

14183. I think that is the case, and that it has been 
that vacillating policy between drainage and navigation 
that has been injurious to a certain extent ? — That is so, 
probably. 

14184. (J/r. Waldron.) I wanted to ask you about the 
Barrow. I think you tell me that you have not the par- 
ticulars before you 1 — I have not. 

14185. 1 have these general questions I may ask you. 
It was proposed to spend £.yi,0(H.'t on dredging and drain- 
ing the Barrow for the purpose of draining the district ! 
— I am rather hary in my recollection as to the figures 
and as to the causes of abandonment of the scheme, 
but I think that the inquiry showed that it would not pay. 

14186. That w.as admitted ; it was considered to be a 
work of great public utility at the time, and I thmV ft 
was recommended bymore than one Royal Commission. 
I thought you would be able to tell me ( I might remember 
myself, but 1 do not) why it was abandoned ?— It has gone 
out of my head as it has not been a verj- live issue for 
some time. 

14187. It is a live issue ? — It is now. 

14188. Ton did not hear the earlier evidence ?~5Jo. 

14189. One of the points made about the canal was 
that sometimes the loads in the dry weather have to be 
reduced, that the weak link is the Barrow, and this -was a 
question that appeared to me to turn on the general 
treatment of the Barrow by the Government ?— Yea. 

14190. (Lwd Kenyon.) Have you any objection to saying 
what funds your Department has for improvements 
generally ’—About £170,00(j a year, but only a very 
portion of that could properly be applied to the aiding 
and facilitating of the carriage and distribution of produce 


because it has to be extended over an immense field of 
operations. 

14191. I was not going to suggest that you should . 
spend any more of that : have you gone on the system of 
asking for any local contribution where you have spent 
money ? — Ahnost always ; wherever the expenditure 
benefits a locality as distinct from benefiting tbe country 
at large, we almost invariably demand a local contribution 
as a condition of the State aid which we administer. 

14192. And you get it ? — Always. 

14193. Would not your Department be able to under- 
take the expenditure for the improvement of waterways 
supposing they had a larger sum granted to them ? — 

Given tbe necessaiy funds I consider our Department 
quite competent to carry out such work. 

14194. It struck me that it might be an alternative to a 
larger scheme ? — I think we should spend wisely and well 
any money that was entrusted to us. 

14195. At any rate as far as regarded the advantage 
to agriculture ? — Certainly. 

14196. {3[r. Vivian.) Following up Lord Kenyon’s 
question, in the event of a larger scheme not being found 
possible or advisable, would it not be possible for your 
Department to spend certain sums of money in improving 
certain points, or certain portions of the canal ; for 
example, we heard in evidence a few days ago that tire 
river from Clonmel to Carrick-on-Snir is under no autiiority 
at all, and from the evidence given to us the amount of 
traffic carried over it at present in its very had condition 
is quite substantial ; indeed you have given us the total 
tonnage carried over the whole of the canals in Ireland ^ 
as 700,000 tons, and we heard in evidence that nearly h"". 
140,000 tons is carried on that little piece of river which 
is under no administration. Do you not think that in the 
absence of a larger scheme your Department might spend 
a limited sura in improving those small portions f — When- 
ever a proposal of that sort comes before us we always have 
to weigh it against an immense number of similar pro- 
posals, and we also have to consider the effect that we 
might produce upon the other means of transit, so that I 
should not like to say offhand whether this is a particular 
ease in which we could give assistance. I see nothing in 
principle against givmg the money if we bad got it to 
spore, as at present advised. 

14197. This particular waterway is under no authority 
at present : do yon think it advisable that pending the 
development of a larger scheme a point of this sort should 
be put under some authority so that the canal might be 
renovated and that there would be a possibility of collect- 
ing tolls which might be spent on improving it ? Pending 
the development of some bigger scheme, which would take 
time, do you think it would he an improvement to have 
control over points of this sort at present ? — 1 am not 
prepared to say that a small scheme of this kind would not 
be better under boal control than under central authority, 
unless, of course, there were a wholly new policy with 
regard to the control of waterways. I doubt whether it 
would he advisable to start a new Department in Dublin 
to deal with schemes of that kind. 

14198. You would prefer local government at a point of 
that sort pending a central adminbtration of the whob ? 

Yes. 

14199. What nature of local authority does it strike you Control 
should control a river of that sort ?— I should think a 
board constituted ad hoc with representatives of the local 
administrative authorities in the district would probably 
be the best arrangement. I have not really given enough 
consideration to the quMtion to be very confident as to 
giving an opinion. 

14200. Why I press that question is that that seems to 
1* just one point where a profitable trade on the water 
is possible, and absolutely no attempt has been made to 
regulate it or to systematise tie carrying out of improve- 
ments. There are other points to which attention has 
been directed where there seems to be no hope at all, hut 
here it is quite hopeful ? — I see your point 

14201. Following up again Lord Kenyon’s question. Expenditure 
you said in answer to him that you only saw your way to on mains of 
appropriating a very small proportion of your £170,000 trausit. 
to improve the means of transit : do you spend some 
proportion now? — We spend money on such things as 
harbour improvements and we have assisted harbour 
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improveinenta on lakes. In one case 1 have in my mind 
we have subsidised a small steamer service on a large 
lake. We have not had funds to enable us to do much 
in this direction. 

14202. You have power but not the funds ?— We have 
power under the definition of the purposes of agrieulture 
and other industries to aid and facilitate the transport 
and distribution of produce, and we can do that I presume 
in any way that we consider sound. 

14203. Could you tell me what you do spend out of 
the £170,000, as a matter of fact, on such matters as im- 
proving waterways and harbours ? — We do not allocate 
any special sum to it ; all our expenditure of diis endow- 
ment is subject to approval as to our application of moneys 
by a Board, two-thirds of which is popularly elected, 
and consequently our expenditure may be broadly stated 
to be based upon the desires of the country ; but the 
Other means of developing agriculture and industry absorb 
nearly the whole of our funds. 

14204. May I put my point in another way : what do 
you as a matter of fact spend it it is not a fixed proportion i 
what did you spend last year or the year before ? — That 
I could let the Commission know, but I could not without 
the accounts before me. The sum is small. 

I'ost »f 14205. In putting the methods of transit, rail first. 

triisii- road second, and canal third, had you considered at all 
the cost of moving a ton of stufi per mile by either of 
these particular ways ? — No, I have not gone into it 
in that way ; 1 had regard to the fact that the roads were 
available and vastly more feasible than the canals as a 
means of traffic. The road goes practically to every 
house, and the canals only serve a very small portion of 
the population. 

1420(5. But you have not worked out in any way, even 
in a rough way, the relative cost ?— No. 

14207. (Sir Francis Bopivood.) With regard to canals 
alone do I rightly gather that it is your opinion that the 
piecemeal system of eontribution for waterways, quays, 
and so on, has not been a success ? — Yes, the results show 
that it has not been so far. 

titjiri’. 1^08. May I take it that assuming a reversal of the 

policy by the Irish Government you would favour a central 
authority dealing with the canal system as a whole ? — 
Yes : preferably as part of a general scheme for im- 
proving the transit facilities in Ireland, 

14209. That is to say you would have a central authority 
dealing with transportation, as they say in America ? — 
Yes ; if the Government were to conoem itself wth both 
railways and canals and, possibly, with road transit, I 
think one authority would be better than two or three 
separate ones. 

14210. Have you got it in your mind that on every 
authority would be represented the local authorities, 
the owners of the railway or canal properties, as the case 
might he, and the Government ? — I think that would be 
necessaiy if there was a local contribution ; it is clear 
that the Government would have to have a strong repre- 
sentation if public moneys were to be employed. All 
pecuniarily concerned would have to be represented. 


142H. Then I take it it would be the duty of the central JttBon.Sir 

authority to apply to the Government especially for a Horace 
loan or a free grant, as the case might be, for some par- Plunkett, 
ticular work either railway or canal ?— Yes, I think they F.C. V.O., 
would have to distribute the funds available for transit 
purposes among the different means of transit, just as _ 
we in our Department have to distribute the funds avail- 
able among the immense number of schemes that are 
favoured by different interests and in different parts of the 5 OeL 1908 
country. 

14212. Then the public money being expended upon 
the advice of the central authority, it would be the duty 
of the Government representatives on the central authority 
to see to the application of that money ? Yes. 

14213. And the maintenance of the works upon which 
the money had been expeoded ? — Yes, they would have 
to see that it was done ; they might decentralise a good 
deal of their administration but they would have to be 
responsible for the work being done. 

14214. You referred to two or three of the Navigations Important 
which your Department attached particular importance Nu»-igaiions. 
to, and I think the Lagan was one ? — Yes. 

14215. And the Grand of course was another ? — Yes, 
the Grand first perhaps as it does a larger business ; but 
the Grand and the Lagan ate far more important than the 
others. 

14216. What would you put third ? — The third is the 
Royal. 

14217. And the through communication between 
Belfast and Limerick 1 — That is non-existent at present. 

14218. It is impossible of course in a limited time to 
take you round the country and through the various 
means of communication which are or might be : would 
your advisers be prepared to put before the Commission 
a map showing the canals to which they attach import- 
ance as an assistance to transit in Ireland ? — Certainly, 
we would be very glad to do it. 

14210. And the derelict canals which they would like 
to see resuscitated ? — Yes, but we should only look at 
the matter from the economic and not from the engineer- 
ing point of view, of course. 

14220. I should be content with that ; and, thirdly, ■S'm Appendix 
any extensions or through routes of communication 

which, money given, you would like to see made ? We 

would consider that ; I am not prepared to say that we ^(;tafaneni 
shall have got any suggestions upon the matter as the ' 

Irish Government will have to be consulted. 

14221. But it would be obviously of great assistance 
to us if we could have before us on the advice of the Irish 
Government a map which showed those three classes of 
communication ; and if you could give us a memorandum 
showing the order in which you would like the work 
undertaken, assuming the money was to be had, it would 
be a greater advantage still ? — We shall be very glad to 
assist the Commission to the best of our ability. 

The Witness teithdrew. 


Mr. Ekward Acorsms H.ackett, called in; and Examined. 


14222. (CSaiman.) You are a member of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers ?— Yes. 

14223. And you are County Surveyor for the County 
of Tipperary (South Riding) 1 — Yes. 

14224. You appear, I suppose, on behalf of the Tip- 
_ perary County Oouneil ?— I do. 
iwtSair. j 14225. The River Suit as we know forms the boundary 
between the County of Kilkenny and the County Tipperary 
on the north and the County of Waterford on the south ? 
—Yes. 

14226. Are there certain powers under an old Act of 
Parliament ? — Yes, there are powers to use the river 
for navigation purposes, and to use both banks of the 
river as a hauling trackway or towpath. 

14227. How high up do these powers extend under 
that old Act of Parliament ? — They extend from the sea 
to Clonmel and about twenty miles above Clonmel, but 


the portion above Clonmel has never been utilised for 
the purposes of navigation. 

14228. To a place called Cahir ?— Yes. 

14229. The Act of Parliament of the 28th Henry VIII. 
chapter 22, granted boatowners important rights of free 
navigation ?— Yes, these are the rights I have referred to. 

14230. That is the same Act ? — Yes. 

14231. We beard about the powers of the Grand JuriM 
which have been transferred to the County Councils : 
under the provisions of the Grand Jniy Acts and the 
Local Government Act ; what does the County Council 
of the South Riding of Tipperary do I — They maintain 
the surface of the towing path, and they also construct 
and maintain river walls to prevent it from being washed 

14232. How njueh has this cost them per annum ?— Maintenance 
The «‘irf»ce repairs of the towing path cost about £120 


J/r. E- A. 
Hackett, 
Intl C E., 
Tipperary 
County 
Council. 
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iff. E. A. ^ ye&T. The maiatenanoe, rc-constructiou, and con- 

HacL-eJl, struction of new river walls and quays is a very variable 
M .Imi.C.E., matter and could not be estimated by the year, in one 
Tipperary oa^e it cost as much as £4,000 or £5,000 in one lump. 

Couwi!. 14233. Could you give any total for a period of years ? 

' — I could not give you any total for a period of years ; 

5 Oct. 1D08. probably £50 a year on the whole would cover it. 

14234. Does the county of Waterford contribute 
anything ? — No, it does not, although it seems to me to 
derive equal benefit from tlie river that the County 
Tipperary does. 

14235. Then by its coimection with the River Barrow 
the Suir forms part of an important system of inland 
navigation S — Yes. you can navigate boats between 
Clonmel, Waterford, and Dublin by means of the Barrow 
and the canal, and for sisty miles of that there is no toll 
charged between Clonmel, Waterford and Graiguena- 
managh. 

1423B. Could you tell me where that place you last 
mentioned is 1 — It is on the Barrow above St. Mullins. 

14237. Up to that point the narigation is free ? — 
Yes, up to that point from Clonmel, 
carried* 14238. What is the tonnage of the boats that convey 

the traffic as far as Carriek on Suir ? — The boats carry 
forty tons each from Waterford to Carriek on Suir; then 
above Carriek on Suir to Clonmel each boat is lightered 
into two boats — that is, the cargo is divided in half. 

14239. We heard about how tliey were hauled, and so 
on, and I need not take you through that. How much 
does the depth of summer low water vary ? — The lonest 
is about 1 font 9 inches nr 2 feet in psrts where the river 
is shoaled. Then the other parts are very deep. 

14240. What is about the uidth of the river t — It 
is of very ample width, over 1 W feet in every part. 

14241. Wliat do you say about the system of flash 
weirs which has been tried ? — The flash u eirs are of .some 
benefit, but they have drawbacks ; in the first place they 
do not raise the surface of the water as much as they are 
popularly supposed to do, and of cotu'se they have an 
injurious eSect in increasing the rapidity of the current, 
but those that have been constructed are badly con- 
structed. 

14242. They were constructed only of loose stones ? — 
That is so, and they have not a proper effect. Then 
there is nobody responsible for the maintenance of them ; 
sometimes the boatowners place a few stones on them, 
but it is nobody's business. 

14243. The river is under nobody’s jurisdiction ? — The 
bed of the river is not under any jurisdiction, but the 
trackway or towing path is under the jurisdiction of the 
county counciL 

14244. Are many of these flash weirs in a ruinious 
condition ? — They are. 

14245. What are the defects of the hauling trackway ? 
— Part of it is in a state of nature, simply the fields with 
grass growing ; some of it is too low and it is flooded at 
times, and it is all in a very rough condition. At the 
same time, except when the water is very high, it does 
fairly well for horse traffic ; you could not drive a car 
over it except the portions convenient to the towns. 

14246. Under present conditions the traffic is stopped 
at either very high or very low water ?— Yes, high water 
from the towing path being flooded, and at low water 
from the want of sufficient water to float the boats. 

14247. Has it been stopped at all by very low water 
in recent years ? — I have knorni it seventeen years and 
during that time I never knew it to be actuallv stopped, 
but the present state of the water is so low that it con- 
siderably hampers the traffic. 

14248. And the boats have to travel very lisht ’ 

That is so. - e - 

14249. How many days is it stopped in the year through 
high water ?— Probably, if you put it jn that way, it is 
twice a year for a week each time. 

142.50. Not more than that ’—That would be a rough 
estimate ® 

Traffic. 14251. Could you give me anv idea of the amount 

nl traffic between Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir ?— Yes 
it is supposed to be about 40,000 tons per annum That 


is coming into Clonmel ; going out it is not well known, 
but I should think we import more than we export. 

14252. I beg your pardon ; I misunderstood yon ? — 

The traffic up stream, that is the imports, are about 
40,000 tons. 

14253. Can you estimate the traffic down stream ? — 

It is much less. I do nob know what it is though— nobody 
can tell. You might have got it from Mr. Grubb. 

14254. Could you give the value of the traffic up 
stream ?— I think about £150,000 a.s near as I could estimate 
roughly. 

14255. The estimate in your evidence is £200,000 ; 
do you think that is over the mark ? — It is impossible to 
give an accurate figure for it as the class of goods varies 
very much. 

14256. Do you think it is a useful competitive route ? 

— I think it has helped to control the railway rates to 
Clonmel and to other towns near Clonmel and to keep 
them within limits. 

14257. I will not ask you about the carriers as we have 
heard all that. W’hat, in your opinion, are the defects H £-‘cls 
from which the Suit Navigation suffers ?— Insufficient 
depth at certain places, and ouing to the depth of water 
being so shallow the boats have of necessity been very 
badly designed, the amount of deadweight being too 
high a proportion of the cargo carried. The next objec- 
tion to it is that the sjwed of the current is very rapid, 
going up to as much as over six miles an hour in certain 
parts, and then, as mentioned before, there is no proper 
person to look after the bed of the river or the flash weirs. 

Then the towing path requires some improvement, but that 
latter is not a matter of great importance because it does 
substautially well for the business which it has to perform, 

14258. "Were there plans, sections, and estimates pre- 
pared in 1821 ? — Yes, there was a Government body 
at tliat time called the Directors-General of Inland 
Navigation and they employed n very well-known civil ,r 

engineer, Mr. John Kiilaly, who made au able report ' 

with respect to the river, and that report was accompanied ,iiii'a,ir„l 
by carefully made plans. He propounded two schemes, -Vu. J. 
one for a system of locks and for canalising the river 
where the current was swift, for clearing shoals, and doing 
various other works, at a cost of about £17,600. 

14259. Did he report against that scheme ? — He did 
not consider that the traffic justified this expense when 
taken together with the ex^iense of upkeep, and he accord- 
ingly propounded a second scheme. In the second scheme 
he ^vised sinking the bed of the river in several places, 
raising and improving the flash weiis, and putting down 
new ones, all at a cost of £2,700. Neither scheme was 
carried out. Of course these works would cost more at 
the present day than they would have cost then. 

14260. About three years ago did Mr. Oliver at the 
instance of the Department of Agriculture make an 
examination end report ? — Yes, he made an examination 
of it ; I do not know fully what he reported, but I under- 
standhis report agreat extent followed thatof Mr.Killaly's, 
that he thought that a canalisation scheme would be 
too expensive, but that the other scheme for improving 
the river at different parts would be a very useful thing 
to do. 

14261. Had he also some new scheme of haulage ?— propos'd 
Yes, I believe he suggested that a moving rope shouldbe scheme of 
fixed on the tou"path on to which the boats could hitch aaid liaulage. 
be drawn up to Clonmel. 1 believe some mode of haulage 
of that kind is absolutely necessary on account of the 
rapidity of the current. 

14262. One of the witnrases advocated the use of a 
chain as it is used in some foreign rivers t have you 
considered that ? — I have never come to very close 
quarters with the subject, but I know that none of these 
systems have been applied in this country ; and abroad, 
where they ate much in advance of what we are in this 
country with regard to this business, these systems of 
haulage with chains and ropes have never been applied 
to a river of suck small dimensions as the Suir 

14263. You are not prepared to give an opinion 
yourself on that point ? — Except that I am strongly of 
opinion that a mechanical means of haulage is necessary. 

When I say “ mechanical means ” I exclude propellers of 
any kind working in the water, because the current is too 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ROYAL COMiUSSlOM ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS 


gieat to permit of their being used and the water is 
insufficiently deep. 

142W. Do you know at what Mr. Oliver estimated his 
moving rope installation ’—That I do not know ; I 
should think it would probably to £4,000 or £5.000. 

142G5. You have put it higher than that in your proof ? 
— A.s a matter of fact I do not know for a certainty. 

C«(. 14200. It was estimated yesterday at about £10,000 

but you are not prepared to say ? — No. 

14267. Are you of the same opinion as Mr. Killaly and 
Air. Oliver os to the canalisation scheme ?— I am. 

1426S. Y’ou think the cost would be too great ? 

I do ; I think the other suggestion would be very useful 
and very beneficial to the people who use the river. 

14209. How would you propose to construct these 
flash weirs ; you would not construct them as they were 
constructed before, 1 suppose ? — I sliould make them 
solid; I have never gone into the question, but I have 
a general idea that they should be made solid. 

14270. That is, you would not make them of loose 
stones ?— No. 

14271. For what sum do you think the improvements 
you suggest, letting alone the question of mechanical 
haulage, could be made ? — I am sure £5,000 would make 
a very good job of them. 

14272. There is a point which I omitted to ask Mr. 
Grubb, but which should be borne in mind : are there not 
valuable fisheries on the Suii ? — Yes ; that is a difficulty. 
I have on two occasions expended sums of money in 
deepening the river, but that was at places where the 
fisheries were not valuable. 

14273. On whose behalf did you do it ? — On behalf of 
the Grand Jury and of the County Council both ; but if 
you were to touch the bed of the river where there are 
good salmon fisheries you would have a considerable 
amount of trouble. I do not think that what is proposed 
to be done in removing the shoals would in the. least 
deteriorate the salmon fisheries ; but notwithstanding 
that, the owners of the fisheries would become very 
much alarmed at it. 

14274. -Are those salmon fisheries of considerable value J 
— From the Irish point of view they are, but they are 
really small things. 

pshery 14275. Could you give any estimate with regard to 

righia them ? — I know one fishery which I should think is 

worth £200 or £300 a year. The moat of them are 
in the hands of people who do not set them, and in 
that way you cannot arrive at a price. If a wealthy 
landowner owns a salmon fishery he does not set it but 
fishes it himself, and he would put a very high price on 
it no doubt, in fact would not sell it at all. I do not think 
it would be damaged, but }fou would raise trouble if you 
touched the bed of the river. 

14276. (Jlr. Waldron.) Are not the fishery rights sub- 
ordinate to the navigation ? — That is a legal question I 
ivould not like to answer. 

14277. I thought it was a well settled thing 1 — I 
think it is not settled. 

14278. (Cfiairman.) It is also an excellent trout river ? 
— .An excellent trout river the whole way from Garrick 
to Clonmel. 

14279. As to the plan you propose, would that in your 
opinion interfere at all with either the salmon or the trout ? 
— In my opinion it would not, but at the same time you 
would be ^und to raise trouble, because the people who 
owned the fisheries would become alarmed ; they are 
very nervous, naturally, about them. 

14280. 1 suppose anything like canalisation and the 
introduction of locks would be a very serious thing ? — 
It would be a very serious thing ; that would xindoubtedly 
destroy the fishing, and it would be a very expensive 
thing to keep up afterwards. 

14281. Were the deepenings which you allude to which 
you carried out for the purpose of making places for 
boats to lie ? — Yes. 

14282. Can you form any estimate of what the present 
system of haulage coats to those who navigate the river ? 

■ — Yes ; for conveying the present traffic I think the 

haulage costs somewhere about £2,500 a year. 


14233. If you had a better system and you could charge j/-, £ j 
anything like that in tolls would that provide what is Hac'elt, ' 

neceaary in order to make the improvement ? — In my I)u> O.E , 

opinion if you could devise a system of haulage at a reason- 
able price, the money which is at the present time spent 
for the purpose of haubng by horses, about £2,500 a year, 
taken together with the money that is expended on the 
towpath, which you may put down roughly as £200 a 
year, would supply nearly adequate funds to raise capital 
for the purpose of carrying out the work. 

14284. And you think in that way by moderate tolls 
you could get a sufficient return for any money expended 
in improving the river and in introducing the system of 
mechanical haulage ? — Yes, provided you can get your 
mechanical haulage to work satisfactorily and at not too 
high a rate. 

14285. Do you think under such a system there would 
not only be the present traffic to pay, but there would be 
a very considerable increase of traffic ? — I do think there 
would be a very considerable increase of traffic. 

14280. Would that be a considerable benefit to the Bemgt from 
towns of Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir and to the County improvement 
Tipperary ? — It would be a considerable advantage to the 
towns and to the surrounding districte up to twenty miles 
from the to-wns. 

14287. Up to twenty miles from Qonmel ? — From 
Clonmel and Garrick. 

14288. Have you ever considered the other scheme 
for carrj-iag on the waterway through Tipperary to 
Limerick ? — I believe there were plana made for that 
some years ago, but I think such an idea is impracticable 
in the twentieth century. 

14289. That has not been taken up by your county 
council at all ? — No. 

14290. With respect to the scheme you have advocated, 
would your county council be prepared to undertake 
it themselves or to contribute to it ? — I think they 
imagine they are paying enough already in maintaining 
the trackway, buti presume (I could not bind them) they 
would allocate that money they spend on the trackway 
in support of any scheme if they were relieved of the cost 
of maintaining the towing-path. I do not think they 
would be inclined to go any further. 

14291. {Lord Kenyon.) Are there no net fishings on the 
Suir ? — Yes, there is net fishing near Clonmel and near 
Garrick. 

14292. In the mouth ?— I oould not say, my juris- 
diction does not go as far as the moutii, but there are 
fishing nets near Clonmel and Garrick. 

14293. They are let by the proprietors ? — Yes. 

14294. You have no idea of the quantity of salmon 
taken out in the year ? — No ; those who have hired 
fisheries try to keep it as secret as possible, and there is 
a great deal more sent away by train than these people 
will acknowledge. They think perhaps that when their 
lease ran out if they gave people their confidence the price 
might be put up on them the next time. 

14295. That is not on the tidal water ; that is above 
Carrick ? — Yes. 

14296. {Mr. Waldron.) You mean the rod fishing ?— No. jfot fishin". 

14297. {Lord Kenyon.) It was the net fisheries you 
referred to ? — Yes, and there are also some weirs leased ; 
they are deadly engines of destruction. 

1429S, There are some traps, are there ? — Yes. 

14299. (Afr. Waldron.) Is the trackway a public 
thoroughfare ! Does ix serve Shackleton’s Mill ? — It 
is and it is not ; it is public for the purpose of hauling, 
but you cannot use it for any other purpose. 

14300. I though it was the only approach to some of 
these houses ? — No, it is not the approach to any place. 

14301. What about that house of Air. O’Donnell’s 
opposite C'arrick-on-Suir ? — He has access from the 
public road down to his cottage residence. 

14302. {Mr. Orijjtih.) Does the tide not go up above 
Carrick-on-Suir ? — Two miles above it. 

14303. Is there no obstruction there which prevents it 
going higher up ? — No. 


Tipiemry 
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Mr. B. A. 14304. Would these improvements that vre have heard 
Slacken, of from Mr. Grubb go up higher ? — No, it is only the in- 
U I ne! C.E., Suence of the tidevhich is felt there ; there isno saltwater. 
Tipperary 

Covnt’i 14305. Mr. Grubb was not able to esplain to us exactly 
Covnti'.. what was proposed in the way of cutting away obstruc- 

r — tioQB ; 1 gather from you to-day that it is proposed to 

5 Oct. 1906. leave very few obstructions ? — There are a go^ many 
7 places where the water runs very low on account of 
Obstructions, shoals, and the proposal is to cut away these partly and 
to improve them. 

14306. Is that not likely to have the effect of lowering 
the water higher up, making the river still less navigable ? 
— No, for this reason, that the section of the river bed 
shows a succession of fairly deep pools and then weirs 
over which the water comes, and it would not do the 
navigation any harm to lower these deep pools a foot or 

14307. One thing that has puzzled me is why Water- 
ford does not contribute to this ; why does it fall to 
Tipperary — I think myself that there is a great want of 
public spirit in coni'ection with this navigation, because 
as you very rightly say, W'aterford is interested in it, and 
the County ot Kilkenny is interested in it and the County 
of Waterford is interested in it> bat nobody seems to do 
anything for it but Tipperary. 

14308. But even this bit that affects Tipperary down 
to Garrick is bordered on the other side by Waterford ? — 
Tes. 

14309. That is what puzzles me, why they were not 
joint workers with you in improving it ? — Simply because 
the trackway, or towing path, happens to be in the 
County of Tipperary and we keep it up. 

14310. I think you said earlier in your evidence that 
the trackway might be on either side ? — There is a right 
of haulage on both sides, and sometimes used on the other 
side, but only in cases of deep food. 

14311. (Mr. TTaldron.) Private domains run down 
to it on the right hand side of the river ? — Yes, but at 
tiie same time you have a right to go through these domains 
for the purposes ot haulage. 

14312. There could not be continuous haulage on the 
right side, could there ? — Cases have occurred where 
owing to floods they were obliged to go on the south side of 
the river, and people having actually knocked down the 
fences for the purpose of removing the obstruction, and 
there was no movement made against them by the owners 
of the land, because they were aware that they were within 
their rights in so doing. 

14313. {Mr. Davison.) The spur groynes are on the 
Waterford side, are they not !— I think that is true. 

14314. So that the hauling could not be conveniently 
done from the right bank ? — No. 

14315. Is there any compnlsion on the County Conncit 
to look after the towpath ? — There is a statutory provision 
in the Local Government Act which places the' obligation 
on the County Council to maintain all public works, 
and it is a public work. You could only put that in 
operation in case the County CouncO refused to carry 
out the work after a considerable amount of trouble. 

14316. {Mr. Snowden.) I understood you to say that 
the maximum tonnage from Waterford to Garrick was 
forty tons f — Between Caxrickand Clonmel. 

14317. What is it between Waterford and Carriok ? 

I could not tell you, but it would be considerably larger. 

14318. {Chairman.) Several hundred tons? — Yes. I 
think Mr. Grubb gave evidence with regard to that. 

14319. (Mr. Snowden.) 1 meant per barge ’—Forty 
tons is the loaded barge between Waterford and Garrick ; 
then it is divided into two halves between Caxrick and 
Clonmel. 

14320. We were told the other day that formerly 
baiges carrying 300 tons came up to Garrick ; is that 
within your recoUection ?— I think it ia quite possible 
I have seen ships under sail going up to Garrick, and I 
presume they were 200 or 300 tons weight, on high tide 


14321. I imderstood you to say there was an obligation 
on the County Council to prevent the erosion of the banka ? 

— It would mean that as well as other things. 

14322. And you do spend money upon that ? — Yes. 

14323. I understood you to say that upon one occasion 
you had spent something like £4,000 ? — Yea, there was 
a sum of £4,000 or £5,000 spent for that purpose on one 
occasion. 

14324. Then after that you said the average might be 
something like £50 a year ? — Yes, £4,000 to £5,000 ex- 
penditure took place about twenty years ago. 

14325. The County Council are paying, as far as I 
gathered from what you said, about £200 a year in keeping 
the toivpath in repair ? — Yes, that £200 is a rough estimate 
of the amount expended on surface repairs together with 
an estimated annual amount which would represent the 
cost of doing large works like that £5,000 work I men- 
tioned. You might put the total cost perhaps for the 
county council as being represented by £200 a year. 

14326. You think £5,000 would carry out the improve- 
ments ;^u think necessary for the improvement of the iinproveas 
navigation ? — Yes, £6,000 in my opinion would carry 
out the improvements in the bed of the river that I 
recommend. 

14327. Has it never ocourred to your county council 
that that amount of money might be expended without 
the prospect of any lose at all to the county council ; for 
instance, supposing you borrowed that £5,000 the interest 
and re-payment would not amount to more than £300 a 
year and if some slight toU, even 1 d. a ton, was put on the 
goods that would more than meet the cost ? — Before you 
could do that you would require a special Act of Parlia- 
ment ; but the financial suggestions you make I think 
are sound. 

14328. In that easel need not follow that up : what do 
you mean by mechanical haulage, may I ask ? — I mean 
by chain or rope, because on account of the rapidity of the 
current the ordinary means used to propel a ship or boat 
would not work. 

14329. {Chairman.) I suppose you mean to exclude 
horses and men 1 — Tes, and screw propellers and things of 
that kind. 

14330. {Mr. Davison.) You exclude tug boats also ? — 

Y’es, for the same reason, because the propellers will not 
work in such a rapid current and shallow water. 

14331. {Mr. KiUick.) What was the class of haulage 
that that gentleman recommended— rope haulage, as 1 
never heard of such a thing before ? — It was proposed to 
put a moving rope fixed on the bank of the river worked 
by a waterfall by means of electricity. 

14332. {Chairman.) The same principle as the endless 
chain on a tramway, 1 suppose ? — Yes. something of the 
same kind. 

14333. {Mr. Sillick.) What is the distance between 
Carriok on Suir and Clonmel ’—Twelve mi l p s . 

14334. Would you be able to have your motive power 
at one end or the other ? — I would not undertake to offer 
a definite opinion about that as I have not considered the 
matter at all. 

14335. (iStV John TFifson.) Did I correctly understand 
you to say that there were 200,000 tons of materials and 
goods carried on the River Suir ?— No, 40.000 tons between 
Carriok and Clonmel. 

14336. What is carried up from Waterford ?— I could 
not tell you, but I understood Mr. Grubb gave evidence 
about that. 

14337. What does that 40,000 tons consist of princi- 
pally— what materials ?— Every kind of merchandise: 
groceries, fruits, seeds and everything you can think of— 
general merchandise. 

The Witness withdrew. 
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Mr. Alexajjder W. Shaw, called ia ; 


14338. (<?feitrma».j You are head of the artos of W. J. 
Shaw & Sons, Limerick and Cork, and A. W. Shaw & Co., 
London ? — Yes. 

14339. Up to October last were you President of the 
Limerick Chamber of Commerce for ten or eleven years '' 
—Yes. 

14340. Have you been deputed by that body to give 
evidence as regards Irish canals ? — Yes. 

14341. You are the author of an interesting pamphlet ; 

, is it your opinion that Irish canals are handicapped by 
high rates ? — High rates of transit, yes, particularly in 
regard to raw materials ; the rates for raw material’s in 
this country are very much higher than they are in Eng- 
land. 

14342. You are speaking of the railway rates ? Yes. 

14343. In your opinion are the Irish canals too much 

under the iMuence of the railway companies f Yes, 

they are not free agents, 

14344. For example the Royal Canal ! — That is under 
the domination of the Midland Great Western Railway. 

14345. What do you say about the Grand ? — The 
Grand Canal I consider is really dominated by the Great 
Southern and Western. 

14346. What do you think is the consequence of this 
state of affairs ? — The public do not get the benefit of the 
cheap carriage. 

14347. Do you think that the canals would be much 
more utilised if the rates were lower ? — -Yes, most rec- 
tainly they would. 

14348. And if tliere were better through rates between 
canals and canals, and canals and railways ? — Practically 
there are no through rates between railways and canals 
at the present moment ; some years ago a few were in 
existence but I do not think any exist now. 

, 14349. As regards through rates between canals and 

- canals, has there been any attempt to obtain them by 

means of the Railway and Canal Traffic Act ? As far as 

I know, none. 

14350. Youknowof the powers in that Act of complain- 
ing and obtaining a through rate ? — Yes. I do not tiiink 
any effort has been made to try to get through rates from 
canal to canal. 

14351. Why should not efforts be made? — I see no reason 
why, but as long as they are dominated by the railway 
companies no facilities will be given the public to use the 
waterways at aU. 

14352, When you say uo facilities, I suppose you mean 

the facilities are not so great as Giey ought to be ? 

Certainly. 

14363. With regard to some of the connections they 
have either fallen into disrepair or have never been com- 
pleted ? — That is so. 

14354. For example, the Ballinamore Canal ? — That 
was never completed. 

14355. Was that on account of opposition from the 
railways ? — We do not know exactly how the wires were 
pulled, but, at all events, at the initiation of the railway 
enterprise of this country that thing was allowed to drop. 

14356. Do traders at Limerick attachgreatimportance 
to that ? — To that particular canal ? 

14357. Yes, to the through route to Belfast ? — Well, 
of course it would be hard to say whether the general 
run of trade would be very much affected by it, but un- 
deniably it would be of value to the agricultural interest. 
Of course in the case of low class and heavy goods any 
water communication is bound to be of value. 

14358. What is the business transacted by your firm 
at Limerick ? — We are bacon curers and preserved pro- 
vision manufacturers. 

14359. Would a toough water communication to 
Belfast he of use to you ? — It would, particularly for 
preserved provisions. 

336—11. 


and Examined. 

14360. You regard it as the missing link between north .4. pp. 
and south ? — Yes. Skaxo, 

14361. As matter of fact is there much traffic by sea 
between Belfast and Limerick ?— There is via Waterford '5 Oct. 1908 

a fair amount, and there is also a certain amount of goods 

leaving Limerick with the Glasgow steamer for Glasgow 
and which are carried by the Glasgow steamer to Belfast. 

14362. How do you mean ? — They are carried by the 
Clyde Shipping Company from Limerick Quay to Glasgow 
and then put on board another boat to go to Belfast 
from Glasgow. 

14363.^ What do you mean by the route via Waterford ? 

That is the route of the Clyde Shipping Company ; 
the goods go from Limerick to Waterford by raO and 
then the Clyde Shipping Company picks them up and 
takes them to Belfast by sea. 

14364. Why do they not go direct from Limerick to Through 
Belfast ? — Because there is really no through rate ratea * 
between the north and south of Ireland ; there may be 
mode lately but a short time ago there was no through 
rate between Belfast and Limerick. 

14365. You are now speaking of the railway ?— Yes, 
and that is why we have to pay two local rates to the 
railways in the case of goods from Limerick to Belfast ; 
it makes the rate extremely high paying two local rates. 

14366. There again there is a remedy provided by 
Parliament by which you could get a through rate ? — 

Yes, but the traffic is not very extensive and we cannot 
fight very well over it. The remedy is an expensive 
remedy. 

14367. When I asked you whether there was much 
direct traffic between Limerick and Belfast I meant by 
sea ; are there no boats which ply direct ? — Not direct 
from Limerick. 

14368. And yet you think that if there were direct 
canal communication there would be a certain amount 
of trade by water from Belfast to Limerick and vice 
versa I — I do think so. 

14369. Wliat would be the nature of that trade ? — My 
own trade f-:r one thing, and then there is the leather 
trade which does a good deal, and there is the con- 
densed milk trade which is a very big trade. That will 
all stand comparatively slow carriage. It is a heav-y class 
of goods. Butter, which we produce very largely, would 
hardly stand the long transit, but there is chocolate 
made very largely in Limerick and that could be carried 
in the same way. 

14370. There is another canal to which you wish to Lough Corrib 
call attention, the uncompleted canal between Lough Navigation. 
Corrib and Lough Mask ; is that of importance ? — It is 
important as opening up a large district. Galway at the 
present moment cannot get up to the Northern Lough, 

Lough Mask. 

14371. Is that a district which is not served by any 
railway ? — Practically not. The nearest point would be 
Balhnrobe on the Midland. 

14372. Why was that canal abandoned ? — It appears 
that the cutting was through broken limestone and the 
water came in on them ; the engineers of those days had 
not sufficient knowledge of the use of concrete to stop it 
and the work was left derelict. 

14373. Do you think now that canal could be made ?— 

Engineers tell me so — for a very small amount too. 

14374. Do you think the Irish railway companies have 
been politic in their own interests in the mode in which 
they have carried on their competition with the canals ? 

— I do think they have not been. 

14375. Will you explain ? — I always have thought that Pnnetton of' 
the canals have their functions as well as the r^ways ; canals, 
they would carry and ought to have carried raw materials 
cheaply to be manufactured and then the railway would 
take up the manufactured article and carry it to its 
market, 

14376. Is it your opinion that cheap heavy goods can 

be carried more profitably by water than by rail ? 

Certainly for l^s cost. 

L 
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Mr. A- tF. 14377. Hava you yourself had some esperience aa a 
Shaw, railway director ? — I was sis years on the Waterford and 

iimerie?.-. Limerick Railway Board as a director and took a very 
5 Ocr"l90S working of the road. 

1437S. Do you think that the railway companies lose 

on some part of their traffic ? — I am quite confident that 
, in some cases where the rates are cut very sharply, on 

cool and sometimes on grain, it is actually hauled at 
a loss. 

14379. On any other articles ? — I daresay perhaps you 
might say stone, cement, bricks and some of those things. 

14380. All heavy articles ? — All heavy articles. 

14381. Do the railway companies have to pay much 
more for their coal in Ireland than in England ? — They 
have. 

14382. Could you give any estimate of the difference 7 
—It is very hard, coal varies so much in price, but I 
think they would certainly pay 33 per cent, more for 
thoir coal than the English railways do. In some eases 
it would not stop at that because where there are railways 
near the pit’s mouth they can have coal for 5s. a ton. 

143S3. So that you would argue that if in England it 
wa.s expensive for railway companies to carry these heavy 
articles, coal and so on, it would be still more esrpensive 
in Ireland ? — Yes, relatively. 

14384. The difference between the price at which it 
could be carried by the railway and the canal would be 
greater in Ireland than in England ? — I should think so. 

14385. Can you quote any rates ? — Xo, I would rather 
not because I am not an authority on rates. 

Price of coal. 14386. (Sir John Dorington.) With regard to the price 
of coal the railway companies in Ireland contract for 
their coal no doubt 5 — Yes, but I have not been on a 
raiiway board for some years now. The last contracts 
we made on the Waterford and Limerick Railway were 
at the rate of 12s. 3d. for Welsh steam coal delivered at 
Waterford by either steamer or sailing ship ; at the same 
time I was paying for Welsh coal for my own steam 
purposes about 21s. or 22s. in Limerick. 'l cannot fell 
you very much about the English companies, but I know 
just about the same time the Great Centra] wore ha\dng 
coal delivered to them from the pit’s mouth at 5s. 6d. 
a ton. 

14387. The Great Central of England, do you mean ? 

143S8. {Sir John Wilson.) What year was that ? — 
I think it was 1899 ; it might have been 1900. It was 
about the time of the amalgamation and that is why it 
is impressed on my mind. 

14389. {Chairman.) On the Shannon, for example, do 
you think the cost of carriage of coal and other heavy 
goods ought to be very small compared with that by 
rail or road ?— It ought, because the Shannon is com- 
paratively a streamless river and the cost of carriage 
ought to be very low. 

14390. Can you quote the late Mr. McCann’s opinion 
on that subject ?— Yes. Mr. McCann told me b-ims elf 
that he considered you ought to be able to carry goods 
by water or by canal for a distance of thirty to forty t 7 ii >s 
for Jd. per ton per mile, provided the waterways were 
free and there were no charge for locks. 

14391. To that farthing you would naturally have 
to add the toll if there was one ?— Yea. 

14392. Do you think the canals should be regarded as 
useful for bringing traffic which would benefit the railways ? 
—Yes, they should act as feeders to the railways in my 

Charccs by 14393. Have you anything to sav on the charges made 
Canal _ by the canal authorities for lockage and so on ?~I am 
Companies, told ic is quite excessive ; I am informed that the charge 
; for lockage between Limerick and Killaloe is 7^d. a ton 

for the dead weight the boat carries. You must just take 
it from me as 1 got it, but that is what I was told. The 
distance is about fifteen miles, aboutahali-pennyatonper 

'i mile. 

V 14394. What would be your policy with respect to the 
waterwa3Ts of Ireland ? — I would fee them as the roads 
liiive been feed. I look upon them as part of the road 

|‘ system of Ireland, and I would be for freeing them, as has 

V been done in France and parts of Germany. 

j 


14395. I suppose other things would need to be done 
to them besides freeing them ? — They should be put in 
good repair to begin with ; the country should get a fair 
start. 

14396. Take, for example, the Shannon, of which you 
just now spoke. I suppose uniformity of size of locks 
would be most desirable ? — It is most important. 

14397. Tliose small looks near Limerick should be made Sizeof 
larger ? — Certainly, the locks are mast miserable, and no 

tuo locks are the same size — at least they vary in size 

between Limerick and Killaloe, and of course they are 
the key to the whole situation. 

14398. If you now send goods to Mullingar, what do you 
do ? — They must go by rail. 

14399. You do not think it is an effective water com- 
munication ? — ^Most certainly not j I mentioned that. 

14400. 'When you are sending to places on tlie Royal 
Canal do you use the Shannon ? — No. 

14401. IlTiy not ? — There is no way of getting the stuff 
off the Shannon ; there is no boat communication— at 
least no regular boat communication. 

14402. IVhat you want is a regular service 7 — A regular 
service. 

14403. You want regular service and uniformity of 
locks ? — Yes. 

14404. Lower tolls ? — And free lockage. 

14405. You would like them to be free ?— Perhaps it 
is only dreaming to think of it, bub if it wore possible it 
would do more for the country than what you can imagine. 

14406. There was a scheme some years ago, was there 
not, which was started and abandoned, which would have 
made a poper connection between the canal and the 
port of Limerick ? — Yes, that was a case of the railways 
coming to the front ; the canal was built, or almost 
built, and just stopped short at the City of Limerick. 

The original scheme, of which the Commission can quite 
casOy get the drawings, I understand, will be seen, but 
they just stopped short of the critied point exactly where 
tliey ough t not to haw stopped so that the canal has done 
very little for Limerick in the matter of serving it. 

14407. You are now referring to the want of proper Want of ms- 
communication so that boats could pass freely from the munioatioa 
canal which connects Limerick with the Shannon to the 
Port of Limerick ?— Yes. 

1«08. Owing to certain bridges and owing to the 
rapidity of the tide and one cause end another — want 
of protection from the tide — the boats cannot now pass ? 

—They cannot except for perhaps an hour in the day when 
the tide happens to suit, and even tlien in heavy floods 
with heavy freshets down the river they cannot pass. 

14409. Theresultofthatisthatgoodshaveto be carted 

from the end of the canal where the tidal look is to the 
Port of Limerick and vice versa ?— That is so. 

14410. That of course kills trade ? — It does. Take 
an item like coal; the cartage alone from Limerick Port 
to the canal is Is. 6d. a ton. Then there is the cost of the 
shiftbg of the coal and the bieakage of the coal which is a 
very serious item. That handicaps Limerick Port very 
much as regards the opal trade. 

14411. There is the mischief of the transhipment, there 
IS the mischief of the shifting, and here is the gi'eat expense 
of the carting ? — That is so. Of course, as your Lordship 
IS no doubt aware, the coal trade is one that is cut very 
closely and a difference equivalent to Is. 6d. to 2s. 6d, a 
ton in the actual cost of coal makes all the difference as 
regards where the trade will go. 

14412. I suppose colliers come into Limerick Harboiu- ? 


14413. -And coal is wanted up the Shannon?— Of course 
It IS. At the present moment, handicapped as we are the 
port 18 handling about 100,000 tons of coal a year, but I 
thii^ vnth proper canal communication that ought to be 
doubled. ® 


Ana wnat ^ ouuio uoKicf 

aho to gram? — Yes, to Indian corn and wheat even; 
It would make a vast difference to the port. 

14415. ^lany articles wanted by agriculturists up the 
Shannon .—Yes, for instance, the Liverpool stuff and 
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Glasgow stuff coming into Limerick Port could at once 
be put into the canal lighters and taken north. 

1441C. The Commission Tisited the Shannon yesterday ; 

I suppose you regard the Shannon as a very fine river ? — 

I do ; it is only a pity to see it in the condition it is without 
any craft working on it. 

14417. Coming to the northern part, the locks going 
up to Lough Allen, do they require altering 1 — I am 
informed they do ; they are very uneven as regards 
length and depth too. My opinion is that the Shannon 
should be made navigable for boats of the largest possible 
size, consistently with their getting thi'ough the river 
easily at low water, and that it should be freed from 
Lough Allen down to Limerick Docks. You would then 
liave a most valuable main artery canal right through 
the country. 

14418. There are no great industries up the Shannon, 

’ I suppose, except the great industry of agriculture ? — 
No. At Athlone there is a large woollen industry, but 
on the uhole there are not many. 

14410. With respect to agriculture in all that great 
district, do you think it would be very much developed 
if the Shaimon were improved 1 — I think it would be 
very valuable for agriculture. 

14420. I asked you about grain, but do you think the 
Limerick merchants are placed at a disadvantage com- 
pared with their Dublin competitors 1 — I do think so. 

14421. Would you explain that ? — If they want grain 
through they hare to pay the cartage, the same as applying 
to coal ; the stuff instep of getting into barges alongside 
the ship at Limerick Docks has to he bagged and carted. 

14422. Artificial manures ere affected in the same way 1 
— Yes, all those heavy goods. 

14423. Is it all the more important to do this on account 
of a difficulty about the connection of the system of the 
Great Southern Railway with Limerick Port- ? — Yes, 
the Chamber of Commerce of Limerick and the Harbour 
Board of Limerick endeavoured to get the Great Southern 
and Western Railway to extend their railroad down to the 
docks at Limerick, and it was to be part of the price of the 
amalgamation if they did that — it was to be'part of the 
price of the acquiescence of the Harbour Board if they 
did it — but they absolutely refused to do anything of the 
kind. They had the opportunity of doing it and they 
had an inducement to do it, but they did not do it. Whet 
1 have been saying is that at the time of the amalgamation 
the Great Southern and Western came to the Limerick 
Chamber of Commerce and the Limerick Harbour Board 
and said, “ W'hat is your price for helping us in the matter 
of this amalgamation ? ” The Chamber of Commerce 
held out and said no price ; but the Harbour Board said : 
“ Well, if you consent to run your railroad down to our 
docks, we will do what we can to help you in the amalga- 
mation but the Great Southern and Western voulcl 
not do it. 

14424. {Mr. Davison.) Is there no railway communica- 
tion with the docks at Limerick ? — None whatever ; 
trom the docks to the railway station is a little over a 
mile. 

14426. [Mr. Waldron.) Seeing what the Great Southern 
did consent to they might have thrown in that as well ? — 1 
quite agree with you. I might as well tell the Commission 
that the Harbour Board ofLimeriokhavehadtlii8:6cbeme 
as regards the canalisation of the river between the 
existing canal and the docks under consideration, and if 
you will kindly permit their engineer, Mr. Moroney, to 
give evidence before you, he will lay what has been the 
adopted plan of the Board before you. 
oontri. 14426. {Chairman.) We aregoingtohavetheadvantage 
unlioiia q{ jir. Moroncy’s evidence on Monday. Can you say 
anything on the subject of a local contribution towards 
that ? It seems a matter of very great importance 
locally to Limerick ? — Most important. 

14427. Would there be any readiness to contribute 
towards such an improvement T — The scheme includes 
the reclamation of about 2J acres of land almost in the 
heart of the city ; it is part of the bed of the river prac- 
tically which they put the quay wall end the quays upon , 
and that would he filled in. You then have 2J acres of 
very valuable land right in the heart of the city, and 
valuing that, allowing, say, 30 feet, the width for a street 
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through it the whole length, and putting douTi the ground J/j- 4 pp 
at 3d. a square foot, if. would give an income, allowing Shavj, 
for small charges for quayage, of about £1,400 a year. LimerieL 

The estimated cost of ilr. Moroney’s suggestion as to this 

weir wall to go across to keep up the level of the water, S lOOC. 

etc., would run to about £30,000 and then the cost of 

engineering might be put down as L’i.OOO more ; that 
would be £33,000. The interest on this at 31 per cent, 
only makes £1,225 a year, against which we have the 
income from tnis piece of reclaimed land. 

14428. That does nob quite answer my question as to 
the reitdiness to contribute ? — Do you mean what the 
people interested in the Limerick Harbour Board would 
contribute ? 

14429. Supposing this were carried out by some public 
authority, would the city of Limerick be prepared to 
contribute ? — Do you menu the funds of the city of 
Limerick or the funds of the Harbour Board ? 

14430. I do not suppose it would matter much to 
the body carrviug it out where the money came from 
so long es it was local money ! — .-Itny benefit accruing 
would accrue to the Harbour Board more particularly, 
and 1 am inclined to think the Harbour Board would 
guarantee in the matter. 

14431. (J/r. rfn'an.) At Limerick at present you are 
not allowed to borrow another penny S — As far as the 
city finances are concerned they have no borro^ving 
powei-8, as Mr. Vivian says, for a penny. 

14432. (CAafrmoJi.) Taking your own suggestion and 
assuming the Limerick Harbour Board to be the bo<ky 
mostly interested in the matter and most likely to take 
it up, is there any prospect of the Limerick Harbour 
Board doing it themselves It is quite on the cards 
tliat they might undertake it ; I do not know that tlie 
matter has been discussed yet as to whether they would 
undertake it, it is a big job, but we have done as big. 

1443S. Have you anything to say on the subject of Control of 
the future control of the waterway system of Ireland ? waterways. 
— I think that the proper way would be to let them be 
under pubOc control ; if it were possible to get the county 
councils to undertake it and to do it properly, probably 
they would be in the long run the proper authority, 
but you would require a check above them again, that 
is to say, the county councils are very big unwieldy 
bodies and it is very hard to get them to work a thing 
of that character efficiently, but if each county council 
took its own district and then each county council having 
land abutting on one another met and agreed to certain 
matters, it might work out all right ; but above that I 
would have a central authority, probably elected from 
the different county councils, say a delegate from each 
county council, to be a sort of appeal tribunal in the , 

event of any dispute between the county councils. At 
the same time I would just as soon that there was a 
Government Department at the head of the whole thing 

14434. You do not wish to see the present system 
continued at all events ? — No, it could not be worse 
than it is. 

14435. (Sir John Doringlon.)! suppose all the districts 
from Killaloe to Banagher get their coals off the water ; 
do they not ? — You mean off the sea ? 

14436. Off the Shannon, or how do they get their 
coal ?— I think they come by the Grand Canal mostly 
from Dublin. 

14437. Notwithstanding that colliers come into Limerick, 
the coal supply of all that district comes from Dublin ? — 

Because Dublin can cut us out ; they have about the 
same mileage as we have from Dublin of canal and we have 
a handicap of 2s. to 2s. 6d. a ton at Limerick. 

14438. There is a great fault at that point I know ? 

— Another drawback is that the freight, say from Glasgow, 
is cheaper to Dublin than it is to Limerick. A ship 
can make two trips between Glasgow and Dublin whilst 
she is making one round to Limerick. 

14439. So that coal delivered at Limerick, irrespective 
of ♦bift U. 6d., is dearer than coal delivered at Dublin ? — 

The difference is not very much after all, because the 
Liverpool boats and Gls^ow boats bring in coal as 
ballast, BO in that way that helps to keep down the price 
of coal. 
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Mr. A. IF. 14440. Wliat is the difference in freight ? — Bet-ween 
Shaw, Dublin and Limerick ? 

J 14441. Yes, from Glasgow? — For steam coal? 

5 Ocf. 1906. 14442. Any coal ?— About Is. a ton, I think. 

14443. Supposing cool was made cheaper on that line 
up to Lough Derg, do you think manufactures might be 
started there ! — Yes. 

14444. You have said it is sad to see that water without 
any traffic on it, and I agree that if any means could be 
found of promoting commerce on that piece of water 
it ought to be taken ! — I am also of opinion that the 
milling trade, the small millers up country, would he 
benefited by the canalisation in this way. Of course near 
canals^ and rireis most of the water power is situated, 
and if you could get the raw material, the Indian 
com_ and the wheat, cheaply to these little country millers, 
I think it would revive that industry. That is a most 
important industry as far as ^jiculture is concerned, 
because the mill refuse forms an important element in 
agriculture. 

1444o. The little mills in England have died in presence 
of the great mills at Liverpool and Bristol ?— That is so. 

Railway rates 14446. {Sir John Wilson.) You stated in your evidence 
that your trade and the trade of Limerick wm very 
much handicapped by very high railway rates as compared 
with the rates existing in. England ?— The local rates 
Yes. 


14448. The through rates ?— I do not know that I said 
the through rates. 

14449. When yon say local rates, from where do you 
me^ ?— Limerick to Dublin, or Limerick to Athlone, 
or Limerick to any place within any one system. 

14460. Would you not caU Limerick to Dublin a through 
rate ?— It is hardly through ; it is on one railway. 

• “ Ireland than 

in imgland can you give us any instances to prove that » 
1 really could not, right off. 

144S2. Because I doubt it very much ’—I am quite 
aware that some through rates between England and Ire- 
land ate quite moderate as compared with the local rates. 
14453. This is rmlway rates I am referring to ; I want 
comparing railway 
“ authongr on rates as I told you. 
If I h^ known I was to be examined on the question 
I would have got a colleague to come who was weU un in 
the matter. ^ 

IM54 Tou .aid th.t He prii. of coal ™ ,cry mooh 
%ker to Imh nolwa;,. (.ad that I. a very flg„„ 
“• °‘ '»”?*«• » l» England or Sootlind, 

and I tbinli yon .aid it was 33 per cent, more ’—I would 
think 80. 

14455. Wo^d you not be much more near the truth 
If you saad 100 per cent?-I knew I was inside it ; Ido 
not hke to make a statement I cannot substantiate. 

1«56. I yon said coal was sold to the railways 
at the pit as low as 5s. ? — I have known it to be. ^ 

14457. d^ow me to give you a specific instance. At 
the pi^at time the Scotch railways are contracted at 
T -' cannot get Scotch coal at 

Limencfc for less than 14a. ?-That is about the price 

14458. That is 100 per cent. ?— It is about it. 

14459. You ^ that the cost must be more for Irish 
railways, and therefore there is a greater outlet for w^r 
carnage on canals ? — Yes. 

14460 Jon nUtod that the through water rate to Bel. 
fast would be of great itee to your firm J— I wiU not mv 
very pat nse booan» tho hoik of ooi good. mw^J 
by rulway teamte the canal 1. nonematoSt bat I h,™ 
no donbt after a whj, if w. had a regnlat .im of aZ 

mnmoation by^ , l„t „f fte heavier good, 1 Z 

trade would go by it. e ui any 

14161 I rapp» the greate.t defioienoy i, betwemi 

“ “y,™*'“ PincS 

14462. I am very ,ony the Commiteionem had not the 


opportunity of seeing that very interesting link ?— It is 
the key to the whole situation. 

14463. How docs it come that the railways through from 
Dublin to Limerick have no connection with the docks ? 
It seems a very extraordinary thing ? — We tried them be- 
fore ever I got on the Waterford and Dmerick Board ; 
1 was one of a deputation that went and tried to induce 
them to build that bit of line. The company were not 
in very affluent circumstances and said they could not do 
it. As I told the Commission a few minutes ago, when 
the Great Southern and Western proposed to amalgamate 
and to absorb the Waterford and Limerick we tried to 
get them to do it, but they said they would not do it 
and there we are. We have neither a railway nor a canal 
working into Limerick properly. 

14464. In speaking of the coal traffic I think you stated 
there was a very large traffic came by vessel to Limerick 
from Scotland and England, about 100,000 tons ?— Yos. 

14465. I presume that is not required entirely for 
Limerick but for distribution up the Shannon ?— Some 
coal does go up the oanai bad as it is. 

_ 14466. And a great deal more would go if you had tlie 
river properly canalised ?— I have no donbt of it ; there 
would be a very big coal trade done out of Limerick to 
the North. 

14467. You stated there was difficulty in getting the 
coal from the vessel into the canal ? — It has flrat of all 
to be bagged end then put into carts, and then carted 
about a mile and a half to the boat ; it then has to be 
tipped into the boat if it is not in bags. Then it goes 
up, and of course each of those shiftings means a certain 
amount of breakage. Any person in the coal trade 
knows that the breakage is a very serious item in makine 
the slack. “ 

14468. I suppose you would estimate it at not less 
than Is. or Is. 6d. a ton ?-Yes. I am not in the trade, 
but coalmen have told me that. 

_ 14469. You estimate that the cost of putting this coal 
into the canal is Is. 6d. per ton ? — About that 

14470. So that adding this other Is. by breakace 
makes 2s. 6d. a ton ?— Yes. ^ 

14471. If you had a proper sj^tem of connection to 
your works from the River Shannon all that would be 
saved and you would be able to distribute your voods 
OM * Shannon bo a very great distance ? That is 

4 railway rate from T.im«>ri<»k 

to Belf^t for your materials ? Do you get it by ton ?- 
rate is about 35s. a ton for about 226 

14473. That is a very high rate ?— Yes. 

fl.e 

^4’' send much from Limerick to Belfast ? 
itseli considering it is a hacon-produoing place 

send^iL?r*“ enough quantity of bacon to 

send round by vessel from Limerick to Belfast or Dublin 

Its t like 4s, a ton instead of 

36s. ?— Hatdfy 4s. a ton, 1 thinlr 

IlitSi?''’.!*" Scolluid to 

bhippmg ^mpony load their boat, at 6a. 6d. a ton for 

'iS^g. *“p* *>'" “ 

? rV™''* ™-optt.te and have linger lota of 
mataals to load a ™.d, you oould a.nd it ftim Limer. 
lek to Belfast and Dublin for 5s. instead of 36a ?— We 

™irtr'°’' “ >>of.r.™o» £-Lt ; 

^ ■‘•ted that 

canals should be free like roads ?— Yes. 

^ T wIm to maintain them ?- 

niaintam the canals by taxation the same 
as the roads are maintained. 

14481. The taxation would fall upon vour district as 
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Kiintenaace 14482. (Mr. KiUick.) I do not quite understand that 
jTsnila last suggestion as regards the maintenanee of the canals ; 

your idea is, as I understand, that the only remedy for the 
grie-rances of which you complain is that some public 
authority should buy them, impro've them, and abolish 
the tolls upon them ? — Yes. 

14483. Then they would be free like the roads ? — Yes. 

14484. Where is tlis money to come from ? I cannot 

answer you that. 

14485. It is rather an important consideration though ? 
—What is this Commission sitting for if you are going to 
ask a poor country like this to put its hand in its pocket 
to do everything ? 

14486. Do you suggest it should come out of local or 
out of national funds ? — Local funds are not able to bear 
the strain. 

14487. Then it is national funds ? — Yes. 

14488. And that then they should be as free as roads ? 

14489. Where is the maintenance to come from ? — 
If you pub the canals into proper condition and hand 
them over to the county council let them maintain them 
out of the rates, 

14490. You think that the purchase or capital outlay 
in the first instance should be national, but that sub- 
sequent maintenance should be local ? — Yes. 

CiopetitioD, 14491. (Mr. Snoicden,.) I understood you to say that 
in your opinion you did not consider 4iat canals and 
railways were necessarily competitive but rather comple- 
mentary ? — Yes. 

14492. By way of illustrating that you suggested that 
canals might cany the rough material and that the manu- 
factured articles might be sent hy rail, how are you 
going to apply that to Ireland ’ Let us take as an illus- 
tration your suggested canal from Limerick to Belfast ; 
how are you going to use that canal, either exclusively 
or to a very great extent, for the carriage of raw material 
only ?— Suppose, for the sake of argument, we begin to 
grow flax in this part of the world, why not send the flax 
we grow here by canal to Belfast ? I am not saying 
we are to grow flax, but supposing flax was grown here, 
why not send that t 

14493. And you might suggest a great many other 
things in Limerick, the possibility of which is somewhat 
remote, but let us rather take facts as they are ; in another 
part of your evidence you advocated this canal as desir- 
able because it would enable you to send the class of 
goods in which you deal from Limerick to Belfast, which I 
think you would hardly designate as raw material ? — 
Certai^y not. 

14494. There is another important consideration with 
regard to the cost of working. Supposing it is possible 
that you did grow flax in Limerick to be sent to be manu- 
factured at Belfast, that would mean that your boats 
coming back would not have a cargo and therefore that 
the cost of the double journey would have to be put on 
the single consignment of goods ? — Yes, but Belfast is 
a manufacturing centre ; surely they have a fine com- 
munication witli Glasgow, and why not bring Scotch 
goods by that route ? The communication between 
Glasgow and Belfast is very fine indeed and they carry 
goods at extremely low rates. 

14495. I take it that you do not suggest there should be 
a hard and fast rule drawn as to the classes of trafflo to be 
carried by canals and by railways ? — No, I only spoke in a 
general way ; 1 say that abroad, say on the French canals, 
they do carry raw materials to the manufacturers and 
that is one of the reasons why these goods are wonderfully 
cheap. The same thing applies not so very directly to this 
country. 

14496. In reply to Mr. Killick you suggested that the 
funds for putting the canals in repair should come from 
national sources ; what do you mean by national sources 
— Irish ? — There is only one source at present and that is 
Imperial. 

Isntion. 14497. Do you suggest then as a possible thing that 
Other parts of the United Kingdom should be taxed for 
, the Irish canals and that then they should be handed over 

‘ without reservation to the management of the local 

I authority ?— I do not know whether you are aware that 


we have been taxed for the benefit of England to the 
tune of an excess of somet hing like £2,000,000 or £3,000,000 
a year. 

14493. So that you are suggesting this as a means of 
getting back some of your extra taiation ? — Yes, some of 
what has been taken from us for many years past. It is 
only a very small instalment we are asking for. 

14499. Now about milling. Sir John Dorington men- 
tioned that in England the small mills had gone out of 
existence in the face of the competition of the big mills 
in Liverpool and elsewhere ; has there been a very con- 
siderable decline in the mills of Ireland in the last fifty 
years ? — A great decline. 

14500. To what cause do you attribute that ? — One 
thing is the cheapness of production by steam and gas 
power, and the next is very bad means of communication. 

14501. Is it the fact that the mills at present working 
are almost without exception situated upon canals ? — 

Yes, I suppose they are, the greater part of them. 

14502. Would you then suggest that there is some 
connection between the survival of milling in certain 
districts and the cheapness or facility of transmission by 
canal ? — I think that is a very important matter. 

14503. About the canals being toll free, I believe you Tolla 
advanced in the course of your evidence as an argument 
in favour of the freeing of canals that they were exactly 
in the same category as the highway's ? — Yes. 

14504. To take another step further, could you not 
apply that to railways in the same way ? — No, the rail- 
way's work under a Afferent system altogether ; they are 
chiefly built with Government money for one thing. 

14605. The railways ?— The Irish railways. 

14506. Have not the Irish canals been built by Govern- 
ment money too ? — I do not know what the original rail- 
ways were, but certainly those of late years have been j 
nearly half the railways recently have been got from 
public money. We have paid the interest on it however. 

14507. I think we had evidence in the earlier days of 
our Commission to the effect that a very considerable 
sum of Imperial money had been used in the construction 
of the Irish oanab too, so that so far the cases appear to 
be quite analogous. Do you think it is a fair thing that a 
canal, which by its very nature is limited in its usefulness 
to a very narrow contiguous area, should be free and that 
the cost of maintaining it should be spread over an area 
which docs not benefit at all from it 7 — The value of a canal 
to a diatriefc must be very widespread ; its cheapness of 
carriage and that sort of thing must make it have a very 
beneficial effect on a widespread area. 

14508. Take the case of Tipperary, this map I have 

before me does not show the county boundaries ? You 

have no canal nearer to Tipperary than the Suir at Clonmel. 

14509. I shall take the Suir at Clonmel ; will Thuries be 
in the South Riding of Tipperary t — It is in the North 
Riding. 

14510. It is somewhere near the boundary between the 
two Ridings ? — Yes. 

14511. (Jlfr. Htrhertaon.) Can you tell us about the 
mineral resources round Lough .Allen ? — No, I cannot. 

14512. I ask because they might give a down stream 
load on the Shannon ? — That would be of great value ; 
if the seams of coal were as good as they are represented 
to he you would get a very valuable back load. 

14513. (jlfr. Davison.) Is the canal you spoke of 
between Lough Mask and Lough Corrib, the canal near 
Cong ? — Yes. 

14514. Do you think money expended on finishing 
that rock cutting would be for the benefit of the country ? 

— Engineere tell me it would be of value j it would cer- 
tainly open up a very big district. 

14515. Is there not a railway now ? — Ballinrobe is the 
nearest. 

14516. Ballinrobe to the east of Lough Mask ?— Yes. 

14517. I should not have thought a heavy rock cutting 
like that would have paid J — They tell me the work is 
complete practicaEy. 

14518. Except that it will not hold the water, which is 
a very desirable thing that a canal should do. 


Mr. A. IF. 
lAmtrisk. 
5 Oct. 1906. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Mr. A. W. 14519. (J/?'. Waldron.) You say there are no such things 
Shaw, as through rates between canals and railways ? — Yes. 

Ltnenel:. 

14520. You are a director of the Waterford and Linier- 

5 Oci. 1906. ick Railway ? — I was. 

14621. And you may remember that the canal ob- 
ll^ough tained through rates over the Waterford and Limerick 
^ on to the Great Southern ? — It did. 

14522. Are those rates still in force ? — I am told not. 

14523. Not only are they in force, I think, subject to 
what you tell me, but they were stereotyped at the 
reduced rate caused by that competition, are still in 
force and I think it was the canal company that had 
that clause inserted in the Amalgamation Act. The 
Waterford and Limerick, which may have been concerned 
in the interests of the trade of Limerick, were not very 
active in having those low rates, and those through rates 
from the canal to the Great Southern over the Waterford 
and Limerick, which are still in force, carried out. It 
was the canal about which such bad accounts have been 
given which compelled those reduced through rates to be 
kept in force ? — I am not abusing the canal company. 

14524. There was a suggestion that they were a very 
malign influence to Limerick ? — I really think the canal 
company have done their best with the means in their 
power ; I would be sorry to say anything to the contrary. 

14525. The point is this : I am in full agreement with 
what you say about free waterways, and that being 
probably as fair a way as any other of getting a portion 
of the over-tasation returned to this country, but so 
many of the Commissioners are from England that 
they do not know that old history of the Waterford and 
Limerick and Great Southern Railway. 1 am right in 
saying that the Waterford and Limerick is now an integral 
part of the Great Southern and Western Railway? — 
That is so. 

14526. The canal in alliance with the Waterford and 
Limerick Railway, which was then fighting the Great 
Southern Railway, went to the Railway Commissioners 
and got through rates to go over the Waterford and 
Limerick Railway on to the Great Southern against the 
opposition of the Great Southern Railway ’—That is so. 

14527. In those dealings that the Great Southern 
Railway had in the amalgamation, twice they were 
defeated, onerous terms of every sort were imposed upon 
them and amongst them those reduced through rates over 
the canal were stereotyped over the canal on to the 


Great Southern Railway ; do you know that 1 — Yes, I 
recoBect that now. 

1452S. Mr. Snoivden asked you, were not large sums 
of Imperial money employed in the construction of these 
canals ; as matter of fact if “ Imperial ” refers to the 
united Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland, I think 
no money was ever spent, the old Irish Parliament out 

of the bounties on the importation of grain did it ? 

That was it. 

14629. So that we may say no Imperial funds were 
used ? — I did not like to contradict the genti«nan when 
he made the statement because he said he had been so. 
informed since the opening of the Commission and I 
concluded my information was wrong. My infOTmation 
points to the fact that those canals were built with purei3'- 
Irish money raised by taxation. 

14330. As regards the county council contributions- 
the history of the county council dealings with the bridge 
between Kilkenny and Waterford is not of a kind of 
encourage us to ask them to undertake this, although 
I have no doubt they would keep it up if Imperial funds- 
were provided to free the waterway. I was very anxious 
to bring out from you that point about the stereotyping 
of the competitive rates and the through rates by caiiaH 
and railway. 

14531. (Mr. Killick.) May I just ask this question 
Are we quite right in saying that nothing came out of 
Imperial funds ? What was the date of the Unions 
because I aee that the Grand Canal had a further grant 
of £138,461 recommended by the Government and 
approved by a Committee of the House of Commons in 
1813, so that I suppose would come out of Imperial 
funds. I do not know that it is very important but one 
may as well be correct. 

14532. (.1/r. iraZdron.) There is just one more question 
I want to oak : There ore about fifty-eight carriers having 
boats on the Shannon and on the canal ; they ought to 
be a corrective to any rates ? Yes. 

14533. Because the canal as a canal is kept open and 
tolls fixed by proper authorities ?— But surely your rates 
are kept up artificially by the extremely high charges 
for lockage. 

14534. I do not think artificially ?— Do you not think 
the charges are really too high to be borne 7 

14535. I think not ? — That is what I hear on all sides. 

The Witness withdrew. 

The Commission adjourned. 
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the Com- 
oii»ius to 


Kilkenny. 


14536. {Chairman.) Before the witaesacs from the 
Kilkenny Industrial Development Association give their 
evidence. I think itwould be well if the Secretary of the 
Commission were to read the Eeport which has been 
made to the Commission by the three Irish members of 
the Commission on their visit to Kilkenny on behalf of 
the Commission. The Secretary read the Eeport as 
follows : — 

■‘'Visit of Mr. L.^ueence A. Waldron, M.P., Ms. 
Matthew JIesch and Mb, J. P. GniFFirn to 
Kii^enny, as Eepresentatives op The Royal 
Commission ok Canals and Waterways. 

24t7i September, 1906. 

“ Dear Lord Shuttleworth, — As arranged we visited 
Kilkenny on Saturday the 22nd September, 1906 to meet 
tthe repie-sentatives of the Kilkenny Industrial Develop- 
ment Association and hear their views in support of the 
•construction of a canal from Kilkenny to the tidal water 
at Iniatiogue. We had the advantage of discussing the 
projKT.xals ■with the Member for North Kilkenny, the Mayor 
■of Kilkenny, ID. Burden the County Surveyor, and several 
leading citizens. 

“ The principal point pressed upon our attention was 
That the prosperity of Kilkenny and the sorrounding dis- 
"trict is seriously affected by the cost of transport. The 
tireat Southern and Western Railway Company possess 
the monopoly of this trade, and instances were quoted of 
the relatively high rates charged to Kilkenny in comparison 
to rates charged to localities where competitive routes 
•exist. The opinion was very strongly expressed that 
unless some relief could be obtained the prosperity of 
Kilkenny will he still further impaired. Water oaniage 
appears the only solution, and the construction of a canal 
to Inistiogue is considered the simplest way of obtaining 
"this. Mr. Alexander JDtchell Burden, .-Issoc. M. Inst. C.E., 
the County Surveyor of Kilkenny, has reported on the 
proposal. We had the benefit of his presence and of dis- 
cussing the details of the project, and we had also the 
•opportunity of seeing his plans and sections of the pro- 
posed canal. The canal would be 85 feet wide 
■at the water surface -with a depth of 5 feet 6 tnebes. 
There would be eighteen locks, each lock being 80 feet long, 
10 feet wide, with 5 feet over the sill. It is proposed to 
•conatmet the canal along the banks of the River Note. 
The length of the canal would be about nineteen and a 
lialf miles and Sir. Burden estimates its cost at £78,400. 
He informed us that this must only be considered a pro- 
visional plan and estimate -whiob might require modifica- 
tion after more exact surveys, Sfr. Bur^n is of the 
■opinion that the channel of the River Nore coaid not be 
utilised for navigation purposes ■with advantage as it is 
liable to fioods, the varying levels would in any case have 
to be dealt with by looks, and the current would be a 
great hindrance to towing up stream. 


“ The proposed canal would give Kilkenny water con- 
nection with the Port of Waterford, and sea transit 
from that Port. It would also connect with the Grand 
Canal system through the Barrow Navigation. 

“ The opinion was expressed that if the State would od- 
vnnee the necessary funds on reasonable terms, the City 
of Kilkenny and surrounding district might take their 
share in the undertaking. 

“ In the Resolution of the Kilkenny United Trades 
and Labour Council, dated 22nd of ifarch, 1006, reference 
is made to a ‘neglected canal lying between Kilkenny 
and Inistiogue ’ and to ‘ locks in this canal in a good 
state of preservation,’ We had only time to examine 
the site of this canal at the Kilkenny end. We found the 
bed of tie canal filled up and the ruined fragments of 
the masonry of the upper lock. We understand that 
nothing but the site of the old canal can be utilisad in 
the construction of the proposed canal. 

“ The following description of ‘ The Navigation of the 
Nore ’ is the only account of this derelict canal -which has 
come under our notice, It is taken from the Presidential 
address of the late Mr. M. B. Mu llins to the Institution of 
Civil Engineers of Ireland in 1859. (See Volume VI., 
Transietiona of the Imtitution of Civil Engineera of 
Ireland.) 

“ The SavigaCioa of the More. 

“ In this undertaking, commenced in 17ii5, another 
instance is to be added to the list of failures, as well in the 
design and construction of the work, as in the ill-con- 
sidered efiorts to supply Dublin with coal, as if tie spirit 
of the day were in accordance with the advice of Dean 
Swift, to 

“ ‘ Burn everything English bat their coaL' 

“ The Navigation extending from the CSty of Kilkenny 
to Ennisteaugue, a distance of sixteen miles, had been 
planed by Mr. Omer, in the bed of the river, and estimated 
by him at a sum of £10,000 ; but Mr. Ookenden’s plan, 
in which Mr. Omer concurred, for making a canal about 
four luOes in length, and oarryii^ the navigation in the 
bed of the river the remainder of the distance to Ennistea- 
gue where there was to be a tide lock, was adopted at 
an estimated cost of £^,600. Several locks were buflt 
200 feet in. length, 21 feet in breadth and with 9 to 10 feet 
fail ; also a rimer or fiash look, intended, in time of flood, to 
preserve 12 feet head of water. 

“ At the entrance of the canal into the river there were 
platforms of stone work as overfalls to carry off the waste 
water, and several weirs built to turn the water into the 
canal. Mr. Ockenden having died in 1701, Mr. George 
Smith was appointed to direct the works. He reported that 
boats bad passed through all the locks ; that £14,000 bad 
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beep expended, and that it would take £8,471 to carry the 
navigation from Ballyredingford to Thomastown, within 
four miles of the proposed termiaation at Enniateague. 
After an expenditure of £30,000 it was found that the plan 
was so ill-devised and executed that the works were 
unable to resist the force of the floods, and what with the 
breaches and subsidence the whole became an irreparable 

“ The proposed canal between Kilkenny and Inistioguo 
being entirely for the advantage of the county and City 


of Kilkenny, appears to be a case in which State aid might 
advantageously be granted, subject to local contribution 
or guarantee.— We are, 

“ Yours faithfully," 

(Signed) Laoce. A. Waldros, 
John P. Gbifxith, 

M. J. Mincr. 

The Right Hon. Lord Shuttleworth, 

Chairman, 

Boyal Commission on Canals and Waterways.’'- 


Captain The Honourable Otway Cutfe, Jlr. iMichael O’Neill (Coimly Councillor, Chairman of i) 
Thomaa-ioion Rural District Council ] ; Mr. Patrick Kennedy, B.A. (Town Councillor, Secreian/ of t 
Kilkenny Industrial Development Association] called in; and Examined. ‘ 


(Certain of the sfateinenfs handed in by Witnesses are 
printed as Appendix No 9.) 

CapU. the 14537. (Chairman, to Captain Cuffe.) You and the 
ffon. two gentlemen who accompany you appear on behalf of 

Ocelli ^‘Vr ' Industrial Development Association, the 

P' Kcnneiii Corporation, and Trades Council ; is that so 1 — 

i. Kilkenny, That is so. 

“■ 14538. The Commission have before them the Report 

which has just been read, by three members of the Com- 
mission, following upon their visit to Kilkenny on the 
27th of September, and they have also before them a 
pamphlet of the ‘‘ Outlines of Evidence ” which 3mu 
submit to us. I need therefore only take you briefly 
through any additional points which you think it necessary 
to put before us and the principal pomts in the pamphlet. 
■What is the nearest town on an existing waterway, that 
has railway communication with Kilkenny ?— Bagnals 


6 Oct. 1906. 


14539. Do you make much n 
tvo, none at all. 


i of that waterway ? 


14554. I think it would be better to hand tliem in ^ 
— I hand them in. 

145.55. Did a watei-way exist at one time between Kil- 
kenny tmd Thomastown ’—There was one at one period as 
far as Thomastown, but it never extended beyond the 
tidal waters ; it never went beyond Thomastown. 

14556. It never made an effective junction ? It never 

made an effective junction -with the sea tidal waters. 


14540. For what reason ?— We find that the rates on 
that canal are no lower than the rates by the railway. 

KiverBairow. 14541. Are you now speaking of the Barrow River 
portion of the Grand Canal ’—That is so. 

14542. Is that due to the agreement of which we have 
heard or the understanding between the Canal Company 
^d^the Great Southern and Western Railway ?— I thin If 

14543. Before the amalgamation of the Waterford and 
Central Ireland Railway with the Great Southern and 
Western Railway, which wa* effected in 1900, was it 
usual for Kilkenny merchants to have goods from Dublin 
sent by the Grand Canal Company ?— They did at that 
time, to Mountmellick, and there they were sent on from 
Mountmellick by train to Kilkenny, iloimtmellick being 
the nearest point. * 

14544. Where is Mountmellick ’—On the connection 
between Waterford and Maryborough, just north of 
Msxyborough. 

14545. Is it on the Bartow River ! — It is due north 
of Kilkenny beyond Maryborough. 

14546. That gave you a rival route ’—That did. 

14547. Has the amalgamation deprived you of that 
rival route ’ — That is so. 

14548. Do you say that the charges of the Grand Canal 
Company to the traders are heavier now than they were ? 
—Before the amalgamation ? 

14549. No, 1 suppose you refer to the agreement between 
the Great Southern and Western ’—Perhaps you would 
like me to read some of the rates from Carlow. 

14550. Are those rates heavier ’—They are heavier 
m every case. 

14551. Are they higher than they nsed to be ’—Yes. 

14652. Do you say they have been raised since the 
^d^erstand,^ with the Great Southern and Western 
Railway ’ — That 1 beheve to be the cose. 

be obliged. Mid it .ny „,„ber ot the 

S/atenienl tgo. hkes to ask you any pattieular one they will 

1. “*5 you T~ Would you like me to read them ’ 


14558. It never got so far as Inistiogue, so far as I 
understand ? — No, it never got as far as Inistiogue. 

14559. 'What is the present condition of its locks and 
basins ’—They are entirely out of all repair ; practically 
I think there is nothing there that is of any use or which 
couid possibly be made use of. 

14o60. The stone work has been taken away and used 
for other purposes ’-A great deal of it has and what is 
still remaming m the place is practically useless. 

14561. If there were such a communication from Kil- a,Ivjuii. 
k.my which would make an eSeoli™ oomnimioatlou fomii 
mth the sea, what would be the indirect advantages tion. 
of It ’—It would at once make Kilkenny practically a 
seaport we should have then a very useful means of 
co^umcation by sending our goods direct to the seaport, 
and we should also have a competitive line for our traffic 
generally. 

1«62. 'What are the particular industries which would 
be ^nefited ’—There are a variety of industries ; the 
milling and tanning industries of Thomastown • there are 
the breiring industries of Kilkenny, the ivoollen industries 
of Kilkenny, the marble and timber industries of Kilkenny 
tte coal mines of Castlecomer and the brick industries of 
i^row ; all those industries would benefit. Apart from 
toe mdustries there is toe agricultural produce of aU 
kinds. 

14663. You spoke of coal mines ; where are they 
At Castlecomer, about ten miles north-west of Elilkenny. 

14564. Are those coal mines of any importance ’— Coi'. 
Ihey are of very considerable importance, and not oalv 
at the present moment, but they are being largely de- 
vdoped at the present time, and in the immediate future 
the output mil be very much larger than it is at present. 

1 have no figures as to their present output, but we have 
^ongst other things a letter from Mr. Wansford, who is 
the proprietor of these mines, who states that in the event 
of such _a scheme being put through and giving means of 
tr^it, It would very considerably increase ” the output 
of his mines— I think those are the words he uses. 

1^65. What is the quality of the coal ?— It is of an 
anthracite character ; toe seams vary, but it is of that 
nature, of toe steam coaL I am asked to mention that 
amongst otoer things it is particularly suited to suction 
gas, tor making suction gas plant. 

14566. there other industries at otoer places in the 
neighbourhood which would be benefited ?— I would like 
to say one word with regard to the marble industry ; th at 
18 a very old-established industry of Kilkenny and I tliink 
at the present time it very much suffers from the difficulties 
of transit, and I am told that in America there is a large 
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, demand for this marble if it could be sent there at reason- 
able prices. Of course such communication uith the 
sea would tend in that direction and would probably 
lead to a very large development of the marble industry 
there. 

14567. I see in the pamphlet some other industries 
are mentioned ? — Yes, there is mentioned in the pamphlet 
paper, furniture, and tobacco, etc. Tire tobacco is at 
Bagnalstown ; they have a manufactory there. With 
regard to the furniture that is being developed at the 
jiresent time in Kilkenny. Within a short time there 
•wiU be a factory on a considerable scale going up there 
for the manufacture of furniture which would aiso benefit 
by this proposal. 

14568. Bagnalstown is already served both by the 
Garrow River and the Great Southern and Western Rail- 
way, is it not ? — Y'es, but there is no connection to Water- 
ford by Kilkenny at all by water. 

14569. 1 am speaking of the tobacco industry at Bagnals- 
town; how would this water communication benefit that? 
— By bringing the tobacco to Kilkenny ?— Y’es. 

14570. Are there any other industries ? — There are 
slate quarries whicli are situated towards Carrick-on-Suir ; 
they are extensive slate quarries and no doubt they 
would find benefit also from this means of getting to the 
sea. At present everything they now send in this direction 
they send by road to Kilkenny and so on to the rail. 

14571. Ate there any old markets which have been 
practically extinguished by the railway rates ? — At one 
time Kilkenny had a very large butter market, it had a 
large market for wool, barley, and wheat-, eggs, bacon 
poultry and fish. As a matter of fact those markets 
•are practically extinguished in Kilkenny at the present 
time. That I think may in a large measure be attributed 
to the excessive railway rates and I think that if some- 
thing could be done towards relieving us from this position 
we might look forward to a revival in that direction. 

14572. There are some tables contained at the end of 
your evidence in the pamphlet ; would you like to put 
those in, as to railway rates between Kilkenny and Water- 
ford and Kilkenny and Dublin ? — Yes, I should like to 
put those in if I may be allowed, and I would like to call 
special attention to Statement III., which sho-ws thediSer- 
enoe of rate where there is competition to Waterford as com- 
pared with Kilkenny from Dublin in both cases. These 
goods actually pass by Kilkenny Station and are carried 
twenty-one miles further. 

14573. Perhaps you had better make a statement 
reducing it to a rate per ton per mile ; what is the con- 
trast ? — The rate per ton per mile, for instance, on stout 
from Dublin to Waterford is ^d. ; from Dublin to Kil- 
kenny the rate on stout is l-8d., an increase of nearly 
260 per cent. Taking barley, from Dublin to Waterford 
the rate is ^d. ; from Dublin to Kilkenny the rate is 1 ’2d., 
an increase of 140 per cent. Taking flour, this is a ease 
where there is no competition at the present moment 
but at the date of the amalgamation they agreed with 
regard to Clonmel to maintain the old rate and it is fixed by 
the navigation of the Suir, therefore it cannot he raised, 
and the rate on flour from Waterford to Clonmel is at 
the rate of l’2d. per ton per mile. From Waterford to 
Kilkenny, that is practically the same distance, the rate 
•for flour is l*9d., an increase of 58 per cent. 

14674, In respect of the rate from Waterford to Clonmel 
that is actually a competition rate, is it not, because 
there is competition upon the River Suir ? — That is so. 

14575. In respect of the other rates you first men- 
tioned they are practically competitive rates, because 
they are the result of competition and were fixed at the 
time of the amalgamation ? — Exactly. 

14576. You have spoken of the indirect advantages 
of the canal; can you make any calculation as to the 
•direct return that there would be ? — It is very difficult 
to calculate that accurately. 

14577. I am referring to paragraph 2b on page 2 ! — 
Eor heavy non-perishable goods, such as machinery 
coal, com, hay, straw, artificial manures, flour, bran 
pollard, woollen, cotton and linen goods, potatoes, turnips, 
stone, marble, stout, spirits, tobacco, tea, sugar, etc., 
it -would be difficult for a railway company to compete 
permanently -with the canal for these traffics for long 
<^'stance8. 


14578. There are a great many heavy goods •which Ciu t. the 
you carry at a much cheaper rate than a railway can carry Hon. Otwo;/ 
them at ? — Exactly. Cnfe, 

14579. What population have the districts which the O’SeUi 
proposed canal would serve ? — Between 50,000 and .i/r. J*.’ 
00,000. Kenuedn, 

14580. What woiJd you say ■with rc.spect to a local 
contribution ? — I am not in a position to make any defi- 6Gc/. 1906. 

nite statement -with regard to that or to guarantee 

anything. 1 think there is no doubt that the public 
bodies would in the event of such a canal being 
made, be prepared to do their part, but the only actual bocal Con- 
resolutions that have at the present moment been passed 
are one by the Kilkenny Corporation, one by the Kilkenny 
Industrial Development Association, one by the Kilkenny 
Poor Law Board, one by the Kilkenny Trades Council, 
and one by the Thomastown Rural District Council ; 
all these have passed resolutions in favour of the con- 
struction of the canal to Inistiogue, and, if the money 
is forth-coming on favourable terms, it is probable I 
think that these bodies -will be prepared to do their part. 

Of course 1 cannot say more than that. 

14381. Would you be in favour of the body controlling 
the canal canying, or would you prefer that it should not 
carry ? — I would be in favour entirely of the body con- 
trolling the canal being the canying authority. I think 
that would be the only possible way. 

14582. I see by your pamphlet that there would be a 
desire to guard against such an arrangement ns has been 
made het'ween the Grand Canal Company and the Great Amalgama- 
Southern and W’estern Railway Company ? — Of course tion. 
that Is the danger we should have to guard against if we 
intended to benefit by the proposal. 

14583. I see various ways are suggested in your pam- 
phlet by which the amalgamation might be carried out ; 
is there any one of those plans preferred to another, or 
have you any views to express on that subject ? — I tliink, 
speaking personally, and I think, having the views of a 
good many on this point, the general wish would bj in ' 
favour of State or National control, and that it should be 
part of a scheme, if possible, of National waterways. 

14584. You would like to see it under the same control, 

I see from the pamphlet, as the Grand Canal and the 
Barrow Navigation ? — Exactly. 

1458.5. I gather from what you have already said that 
you think there would he a good deal of traffic to and fro 
from piacas on the Grand Canal or Barrow Navigation 
and Kilkenny ? — That is so. 

14586. I see a preference expressed ns regards future 
control to National control over local control ? — Y'es. 

145S7. Do you think tliat amalgamated boards of the 
different counties would work well or not ? — I think 
the amalgamated boards would probably work well; I 
think they would know the local needs, and probably 
that would be found as good a plan os any. 

14588. The reason 1 asked you was that I saw a 
doubt expressed in the pamphlet ; there ■was a fear that 
an immediate dividend would be looked for and that the 
general welfare of a district would be, perhaps, saorifieed ? 

— That is why we should prefer it under a scheme of 
National control. 

145S9. You think the National administration of the 
finance of such waterways would look a little further 
ahead than a local body ? — Yes. 

14590. Not so closely to the dividend for the next 
year ? — If a local body were in sole control ®f it that 
might he the result, a sacrifice of the general interest-i of 
the district to the immediate di-vidend. 

14591. But if there were National control I gather you 
would desire to see some persons of local knowledge 
representing local feeling associated •nith the representa- 
tives of the Government ? — Exactly. 

14392. (.9ir John Dorington, to Mr. Ken,nedy.) When 
did the Kilkenny markets come to an end — at what date 7 
—They have done nothing for the last twenty or twenty- 
five years ; the decay has been much more rapid in the 
last ten years than previously. 

14593. That was long before this agreement with the 
G.eat Southern, and Western that put an end to the 
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“ompetifion ? — The markets ;rere decreasing with the 
Otn-ay decrease in the population, but the decrease has been 
Mr ''si amalgamation. 

O'Xcitl, 14594. And now they have ceased to exist ? — I would 
Mr. P. not say they have ceased to exist but they are practically 
Kennedy, non-existing, compared with what they used to be ; the 
1 'enn i/. market itself, as far as the Corporation is concerned is at 
QOct. 1906. ®Sreatloss; the dues do not pay for the working expenses. 

14595. Is the population of Kilkenny town decreasing 

still ? — It is still decreasing. 

14590. What is the population now 1 — 10,200. 

14597. WTrat was it do you remember ? — About 
fifteen years ago or twenty years ago it was over 15,000 
and in 1846 it was 20,000. 

14598. (Sir John irffaow.) I see from your statement 
that amongst the advantages you hold out for a canal 
being made from Kilkenny City to the tidal waters at 
Inistiogue you state there would be n considerable coal 
traffic ? — Yes. 


14599. How do you propose to get the coal from 
Caatleoomer ? — By traction engines ; it is brought in at 
present into Kilkenny by traction engines. 

14600. Along the roads ? — Yes. 

14001. And then j'ou would require to ship it from 
those trucks ? — Yes, from the trucks into the barges. 

■Coal Trattic. 14602. Is there a large coalfield at Castlecomer ? — It 
amounts to something like 200.000 tons a year; it is 
the largest coalfield in Ireland. I am not quite sure about 
the figures, but the output is being largely increased. 

14603. What is the total output of the whole of Ireland ? 
— I could not say. 

14604. Does it amount to 200,000 tons a vear alto- 
gether 1 — I think it does. 


14605. Are you quite sure ?— I would not be quite sure. 

14606. Would it not be an advantage to have the canal 
‘ taken to these immense coalfields ; it would be better than 
traction engines ? — Far away better. 

14607. I think you said there would be 40,000 tons of 
traffic here ? — I say 40,000 tons represents about 30,000 
tons of Engh'sh coal that comes up via Waterford to 
K^enny and the rest I put down as 10,000 tons of 
Kilkenny coal coming down. 

14608. If you had direct communication to Castle- 
comer you would dispense with English coal altogether ? 
— It all depends on the purposes for which we use it; 
we use English coal to mix with Castlecomer coal for 
domestic purposes. 

14609. Captain CuSe told us that it could he used for 
gas purposes ?— For suction gas purposes— a different 
thmg. Certain qualities of English coal can be used 
mixed with Kilkenny coal for domestic purposes. 

14610. What is the price of Castlecomer coal at Kil- 
kenny at present ?— 23s. for the best quaHties and 16s. 
to 17s. for the poorer qualities. 

14CI1. A ton ? — Yes. 


W612. How much is that in carriage from Castlecomer 1 
— There is from 7s. to 8a. a ton carriage. 

14613. That is about 15s. at the pit ?— Yes. 

14614. What is the price of English coal at Kilkenny f 
—About 21s. 6d. or 22s. the best quality. 

14615. I suppose the English coal is better ?— No a 
ton of K i l k e nny coal lasts three times os long. 

14616. But can you bum it ?— You can bum it. I am 
very Bony you have never seen a good fire of Kilkenny 
coal ; it would do your heart good. 

14617. I know something about anthracite coal ; you 
want a very strong draught ?— No, you do not ; I have 
burnt Kilkenny coal for domestic purposes for over 
fourteen years, mixed with English coal, and I can say 
it 18 fat and away cheaper, much more satisfactory 
it nisies less ash and less smoke than English coal will do! 

14618. If it is far and away cheaper, why is the Ena- 
lish coal brought there at ail ?— To mix with Kilkenny 
coal for some purpose. ■' 

14619. You cannot use the Kilkenny coal alone 
Ko, not satisfactorily alone. 


14620. It requires die English coal to light it up ? 

Yes, but a good mixture of the two kinds is always very 
good. 

14021. What is the thickness of the seam nt Kilkenny t 
— It varies ; there are several seams working there, but the 
best is about 6 feet thick and about something like 

feet of good coal in the centre. 

14622. Have you any Imowledge of coal-mining ? 
Have you visited the mines nt all ? — Yes, but I do not 
profess to have any expert know'Jedge of them. 

14623. Does the coal lie flat ? — That is more than I 
could tell 3 ^u. 

14624. I ask these questions merely so as lo show 
that you have a coalfield which can be worked to ad* 
vantage for the advantage of Kilkenny, so that a canal 
might possibly be made there ! — It is a great pity there is 
no canal made to those coalfields. 


14025. What is the depth of your present shafts at 
Castlecomer t — The deepest ia about 284 feet ; I am not 
absolutely certain. 

14626. There ia assumed to bo a large area of coal at 
Castlecomer 1 — I could not say ; it is worked over an area 
of ten square miles. 

14827. Is the coal proved over ten square miles ? 

The coalfield on which the coal is found in the different 
parts where the mines are lies Avithin a square with a ten 
mile side. 


14628. Then you might have aa output of over a million 
to two million a year ?— We calculate there is a good 
deal more coal than lias been worked. (Captain Cu§e.) 
I know lately large sums of money have been spent in 
deep borings and I am told they are more tlran satis- 
factory and that other seams have been discovered under- 
lying the present ones which it is proposed to develop. 

14629. Has no expert evidence been given aa to the 
value of this coalfield ? If there are ten square miles 
it would be the making of Ireland. Is it ten square 
miles or ten miles square ?— (Jfr. Kennedy.) What I 
stated was that the coalmines are worked within an area 
of ten miles square ; that is 100 square miles. 

14630. That is ten times more ?— They -extend from 
Carlow right down to Kilkenny. I think expert advice on 
that point can be got from the Returns of the Board of 
Agriculture. 

14631. Does that Department go into mining ? Yes. 

or the industrial resources of Ireland. 


14632. You stated amongst the important advantages 
of having a canal the tobacco trade from Bagnalstown to 
Kilkenny ? — I did not state it to be of most importance, 
but a canal would help the distribution of the Bagnals- 
town manufactures between Kilkenny and the districts. 

14633. How much do you smoke in Kilkenny ?— I 
could not say ; I do four ounces a week myself. 

14634. That ia 208 ounces per annum. I suppose 
that about four tons would do the whole of Kilkenny 
for a twelvemonth, would it not, so that we cannot esti- 
mate that the importance is very great ?— I do not attach 
very much importance to it. 


14635. You spoke of excessive railway rates from Raiivsy 
^^Ikenny, and you gave one instance from Kilkenny of Rate*. 

1 -9d. per ton per mile on flout ; do you think that is veiy 
excessive ?— If you ask me absolutely I should say not 
exce^ve, but where a rate like that is higher than a rate 
for the same article to a nearer town, a town in the neigh- 
borhood of Kilkenny, I say it acts aa a great hardship on 
Kilkenny. ° ^ 


14636, Would you be surprised to know that the rate ia 
Scotland from Hamilton doTO to Glasgow is 2d. per ton 
* — Supposing you hod another town 
wit^, say, ten or twelve miles of HamUton and if you 
could get It down for l|d. a ton to Glasgow, would not 
they have a hardship to complain of 7 


14637. I do not think -9d. would turn the scale with 
?— It would be a hardship on the city 


■ .7 ' — ojireciory lor iwu 

pves the coal returned as produced as follows- “Kil- 

kenny County 79,156 tons “ (that is anthracite coal, and 
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that appears lo do tlie only coal produced there) ; “ Queen's 
(bounty .1,860 tons ; Tipperary 11,398 tons ; Antrim 610 
tons ; Tyrono 966 tons ; Leitrim 1,200 tons ; Ros- 
common 9,697 tons ; Sligo 750. Total production in Ire- 
land in 1904, 105,637 tons ; value at the mines, £51,981.” 

14639. (If'itness.) 2 would like to point out that Queen’s 
County, Carlow, ICilkenny and Tipperary make one coal- 
field practically, that ten miles square area I referred to. 

14640. (iS»r J’oftn H'llson.) Supposing you take the whole 
of Ireland togetlier, the production is stated as 105,000 
tons and you stated that the production of Kilkenny was 
•200,000 tons ? — I did not state it accurately i I gave 
simply my own impression at the time. 

14641. {Chairman.) I am afraid it is a very serious thing 
to make a statement like that to the Commission, which 
breaks down immediately. I hope witnesses will be a little 
more careful in the evidence they give. 

14642. (il/r. liemnaTii.) As to this new route that has 
been opened by that- have not they offered, or are they not 
offering, increased facilities and better rates through 
Rosslare 1 — {Captain Cnffe.) I am afraid 1 cannot give 
you any information about that ; I do not know. I have 
not heard of an3'thing of the kind. That is all I can say. 
I think I should have heard probably had that been the 
case. I do not think it is really opened yet for general 
traffic very much — that line; at any rate I have not 
heard of any alteration. 

14643. {Mr. Killich) Tlie benefit of this new canal, as 
regards new communication with Dublin, would be de- 
pendent upon the qxiestion whether or not the Grand 
Canal reduced their present rates, would it not ? — Exactly. 

14644. li'aidro/i.) Of coui'se you are aware that 

there is no increase in the rates from Bagnalstown, which 1 
suppose was the station that any traffic went from Kil- 
kenny to Dublin from ; any traffic that went by canal lo 
Dublin from IGikenny, I suppose wont to the station at 
Bagnalstown ? — It went to Mountmeliiok by the other 
line ; previous to the amalgamation, you mean ? 


14045. There is no alteration previous or afterwards ; Capl. the 
the rates were stereotyped, and that is a matter of the lion Oluny 
Act of Parliament ? — I think you asked which way it 
went? It went to Mountmeliiok. •/' 

O’yeill, 

14646. The route to Mountmeliiok is still open at the Mi-. P. 
lowest competitive rates by the canal at stereotyped rates, 

Why does it not go that way ? I am quite of opinion ^ i lhen ny. 
that it would be a great advantage to Kilkenny to get this g jggg 

new waterway, but I do not see how they benefit their ease 

by statements of a loose and not carefully considered 
character as to the existing facts ? — I have not got the rates 
before me to Jlountmellick, but I think the answer would 
probably be in the cost of the transit to Mountmellick. 

14647. Whatever advantages inure to Kilkenny from 
that route still exist ? — Exactly. 

14648. .^d at the minimum competitive rates stereo- 
typed by the Act of Parliament ? — Yes. 

14649. I do not think it affects the question of the 
utility of the Inistiogue canal, but I understood it to be 
introduced and I thought it well to clear up the point ?— 

{Mr. Kennedy.) There is one point with regard to tho 
coal traffic, 

14650. I know nothing about the coal traffic, but as 
long as I remember I know there have been proposals 
to connect Castlccomei with Ballyragget about seven 
miles by rail. What happened to that ? Why was not 
that done ? — I cannot say. With regard to the coal 
traffic from Carlow the canal rates have not been reduced, 
but the railway rates have, and now, except in one instance 
alone, the raOway rates are lower for coal than the canal 
rates. 

14651. That is all to the advantage of Kilkenny ?~I 
Itnow it is, but still it is turning the traffic from the canal. 

14652. That is our misfortune, not our fault 1 — It is 
all the worse for ua 


The Wilnesses ivilhdrew. 


Mr. A. M. Burden, A.M.Inst.C.E., County Surveyor, called in ; and Examined, 


(Cerf«tji of the statements handed in by Witness an: printed 
as Appendix No. lu.) 

14653. {Chairman . ) We have before us in the pamphlet 
your Report asa Civil Engineer to the Executive Committee 
Kilkenny Industrial Development Association ; 
perhaps you will kindly explain the scheme and the two 
•Vo, 1. alternatives for the general line of the canal ? — There 
are two alternatives practically in making a canal from 
Sdfemea. ^ Kilkenny to Inistiogue as regards the line ; the one 
is to follow the general line of the valley of the River 
Nore, and the other is to pursue some iniand route. On 
examination, however, the inland route is found to be 
undesirable for several reasons, the high level at which 
it would start at Kilkenny making the approach to it 
there difficult j and it would also be difficxilt in supplying 
it with water at the higher levels. That practically 
limits tho general line to the Valley of the Note. When 
^cfieine of 'we come, then, to that, there are two alternatives again ; 
IiAnrovcment one is to canaliso the ris'er bed itself, and the other is to 
Kilkenny- cut a separate canal alongside the river. The Nore is 
Inistiogne not a suitable river for canalisation, as it is liable to very 
.aB4l, heavy rapid floods in winter. The high lands in the 
northern parts of the County of Kilkenny send down 
the water with great rapidity and force and make it 
quite unsuitable for canalisation. Therefore the alter- 
natives ate confined or reduced to one ; that is, to cut the 
canal along the river hank, and the river bank in several 
places presents some objections to this ; there are steep 
scarps of rock which come down to the bank, making the 
excavation of a canal difficult and expensive. Conse- 
quently in arriving at the scheme which I have adopted 
in the end I thought it desirable in the interests of expense 
to enter the river for short distances, and this I have done 
in three places ; one whew 1 cross the river between 
Bennettsbridge and Thomastown ; secondly, where I 
propose to enter the river at Thomastown itself to avoid 
the difficulties of going through the town of Thomastown ; 
and, thirdly, where I cross the river about half-way 
between Thomastown and Inistiogue to avoid two of 
these rocky scarps which I have already alluded to. 

336—11. 


14654. Does the red dotted line on the plan show the ^ y 
route which you prefer for the canal ? — Yes. Barden, 


14655. The details of the line you propose that tho 
canal should follow are explained in your report and 
are set forth upon this plan ? — Yes. 

14656. Has the river to be entered at one or two 
points ? — Yes. I propose to cross the river at just above 
Mount Juliet, and then to enter the river again at Thomas- 
town and again at about three miles below Thomastown 
at Coolmore. 


A..v.insi. 

C.E., 

County 

Surreyor, 

Kill-enny. 

6 Off. 1903. 


14657. There is no altomative to this 1 — No alternotivo 
other than that of inourring very excessive expenditure. 

14658. On locks ? — Yes, on locks and other works in 
the bank and other expenditure in acquiring property at 
Thomastown. 

14669. At those points it would be necessary to alter 
the bed of tlie river ? — It would be necessary to deepen 
the river and to provide sufficient water by deepening and 
by weirs. 

14660. IVhat is tho total fall between Kilkenny and 
Inistiogue ? — 145 feet. 

14861. How many locks ? — Eighteen locks. The fall 
varies from 6 to 10 feet. That is a misprint in the pam- 
phlet i the “ 19 ” should be “ 10.” 

14662. Are there plenty of materials for the construc- 
tion of the canal ? — Yes, the materials abound all along 
the site. 

14663. What size have you taken for your locks ? — The 
locks I propose are 80 feet long and 16 feet wide in the 
chamber and 5 feet over the sill. 

14664. Would that correspond with the present size 
of the Barrow locks ?— Yes. 

14665. Therefore there could bo free interchange of 
traffic ? — Yes. 
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Mr. A. M. 14666. What tonnage of boats would that admit— 
Burden, boats carrying how much ?— That would admit boats 
up to sixty or seventy tons at any rate. 

County 1466/. What would be the dimensions of the cross 
Bumyor, section of the canal ?— 33 feet of water surface ; 24 feet 
Aitkenny. on the bottom and 5 feet- 6 inches deep. 

6 Ocf. 1906. 14668. Have you made an estimate ? — I have made 

an estimate. 

14669. How does it work out ?— £78,400. 

^ 14670. Inolnding 15 per cent, for contingencies ?— 

I467I. The details of that estimate are in the State- 
i\ 0 . 10. ment No. 1 ?— Yes. 
atafeineiil 

•Vo. 1 . 14672. What would you put foremost as the benefits 

Itenefits from opinion such a canal would bring to the 

Improve- oi Kilkenny ? — It would bring an alternative route 

iiieuts. tor traffic, that is in competition with the railway, which 
would be of great advantage ; it would also connect 
Kilkenny directly with the sea and with the seaport of 
Waterford and the inland seaport of New Ross. Of 
course these additional facilities for traffic and transport 
would greatly benefit the whole county of Kilkenny and 
portions of the surrounding counties. 

^ 14673. Has the coal question been a prominent one 
in the consideration of this ?— Yes, it always has been ; 
just recently within the last few years the coalfields of 
Kilkenny have been greatly developed or are in process 
of development, by the coalowaer. Jlr. Waadsforde. 

14674. If what you propose were carried out, would 
It be possible to go further and connect the coalfield with 
this new waterway ? — It would. 

14675. Without any great engineering difficulties ? — 
Without any difficulties practically whatever ; there is a 
branch of the River Nore, the Dinin, which goes into the 
heart of the coalfields j it leaves the river Nore a few 
miles above Kilkenny, 

14676. Would the waterway naturally follow nearly 
the course of that river ?— It would follow practically 
that course. 


14685. Do I understand that at present the land for 
this canal is partly owned or would you have to buy new 
land for the construction of this canal ? — .That is the 
canal between Kilkenny and Inistioguo ? 

14686. Yes ? — I am afraid it would have to be acquired 
anew ; portions of it were acquired at the time this canal 
was made, 150 years ago, but owing to lapse of ownership, 
or rights being asserted over it, I am afraid the public 
rights have now lapsed. 

14687. I see you have put down £4,800 for land ; is 
that sufficient ? — I could not say ; that is rather a low 
figure because I took into account that probably there 
would be assistance given locally in the way of either 
giving land cheap or for nothing. 

14688. Is that your experience in Ireland ? No, it is 

not, I am Sony to say; it is optimistic. 

14689. [Mr. STMUiden.) I uuderstood from tho former 
witness that the canal rates are no lower than the railway pj,. 
rates ; is that so within your experience ? — I am afraid '"‘***^ 
1 cannot speak on rates. 

14690. Your proposal is to make a canal f. o n Kilkenny 
to Inistioguo and then you use the river from that point 
to the junction of the Grand Canal at New Ross ; that is 
your idea, is it not ?— To use the river ; the tide comes up 
to Inistio^e — deep water — and my proposal really is to 
connect Kilkenny with this tidal water. Of com-se it does 
join with tlie Barrow Navigation going up the River 
Barrow, and the Barrow Navigation comes into the same 
tidal waters at New Ross. 

14691. Would itbe of much importance to Kilkenny and 
SKist the development of Kilkenny, if it were put in more 
direct communication with Dublin ? — I am sure it would, 
but I attach myself more importance to connecting is 
with the sea. 

14692. It seems to me that if it were considered de- 
sidable to connect Kilkenny by canal with the coalfield 
of Castlecomer, if you could find a market north for your 
coal, there might be something in the proposal to carry 
the Canal forward to some junction with the Grand Canal 
north ? — Yes, I understand. 


14677. Would there be any considerable difference of 
level between the coalfield and the aty of Kilkenny 
Nothing to cause any difficulty but you would require 
a few locks j that is all. 

14678. (5»> John M'ffaon.) Has there ever been anv 
scheme for extending the canal proposed from Kilkenny 
to Castlecomer ? — Not recently ; there were schemes a 
hundred years ago for making canals joining with the 
Grand Canal and the coalfields on the north, and there 
was another scheme for coming south from them and 
joining on to this canal. Those were proposed a hundred 
years ago. 

14679. (Chairman.) Have you made any estimate of 
F®®able cost between Kilkenny and Castlecomer ? 

14680. (J/r. Griffith.) There is only one point I wish 
to clear up with you. I have written to you on the 
subject, hut we got a memorial from the Kilke'nny United 
trades Labour Council forwarded to us and the New Ross 
Coi^ssioners, m which, speaking of this old canal they 
used these words : “ We beg to point out to the said 
Commissioners that there are locks on this canal in a eood 
state of preservation.” When I visited Kilkennv in 
company mth ilr. Waldron and Mr. Minch we saw only 
the imns of one lock, and I think the Commission should 
clearly understand whether there are any other locks 
m good condition as these memorialists have stated 
No, there are no other looks in good condition ; the lock 
which you saw. Sir, is the lock in the best state of pre- 
servation. ^ 

14681. And that is a ruin ’—That is a min. 

14682. (J/r. Dawma.) In extending the canal from 
Kilkenny up to the coalfields you would have to pass 
a^oss the railway ?— Yea, you would have to pass under 
the railway. 

14683. Is that physically possible ?— Oh, yes at the 
point where the railway crosses the river Dinin would 
probably be the point. 

14684. There is headway enough there ?— Yes. 


cuiibiuerea : — i uiinK it 

was considered a long time ago, as I said, among some- 
of the schemes which were proposed 100 years ago, but 
It has not to my knowledge been considered lately. I 
myself attach more importance to connecting Kilkennv 
with the sea to the south. 

14694. Have you got a brewery in Kilkerny 7— There 
are two breweries. 

14695. I see you put down here 20,000 tons of ale and 
porter going away ; that is an estimate, I suppose ?— 

1 did not prepare that pamphlet. 

r.f J prepared this sheet containing the estimate Cost of 
of the cost of the canal ?— Yes, the cost. Imriove 

14697. I_ notice you set down in the receipts and ex- 
^uditure, mterest and sinking fund, at 3| per cent. 5- 
f T I prepared ; it is only this sheet at the 

end that I prepared. 

\ responsible for this paper inside the 
Mr 4 ^ Probably 

Jlr^Kennedy, the Secretary to the Association, prepared 

14699. Is there no witness who is prepared to support 
these figures ?— I thmk Mr. Kennedy will. ^ ^ 

14^. [Mr.Killick.) The total length of the proposed 
waterway is about twenty miles, is it not ’—About that. 

« '^f'^^ore your cost works out to about £4,00() 

a mole roughly ? — Yes. 

of that is canal 

exception^f eWyaSi “ 

anything 

the wi w ^‘^terway-any provision for traffic in 
14704. Only wharves and quays ’—Yes 

S l«"o bridS. 
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14706. Have you taken those into account ? — Yes. 

14707. And the prabable cost of tbeii construction ? 

Yes. 

14708. What is the height of the summit level of tlie 
waterway ? — The ordnance datum height is 150 feet, I 
think. 

14709. {Lord Brassey.) At the conclusion of your 
written ptojcot for this canal you express some confidence 
as to the traffic that would be carried on the canal ; ate 
you satisfied that there is good reason to reckon on 60,000 
tons a year ? — I have not made any estimate as to the 
tonnage at all. I am confident there would be a very 
considerable traffic towards the sea in the export of atone, 
timber, agricultural produce, and, with the import of coal, 

' and heavy manufactured iron goods coming in and cement 
— that doss of goods. Might I add a few words to what 
I have said 1 

14710. {Chairtnan.) Certainly ? — With reference to the 
estimate, this is made out on the basis of horse traction os 
I thought it desirable to make tliis origiual estimate low, 
but my opinion is that if the scheme came to maturity 
it would be very desirable to consider the necessity of 
TnetioB, providing such a canal as would be suitable for traffic by 
self-propelled boats, which could take the traffic from 
the larger ships at Waterford and New Ross and bring it 
direct from them without further transhipment up to 
Kilkenny. It is also my opinion that it would be most 
desirable that the authority having control of the canal 
should provide these boats and organise a regular traffic. 

14711. Would that mean increasing the gauge of the 
canal ? — It might to some extent. 

14712. And abo looks ?— Yes; that would have to be 
considered with reference to the size of the boats, which 
it was found desirable to use. 

14713. Not having decided that question I suppose you 
have not made an estimate ?— No, no further than this ; 
this estimate I have made b on the basis of horse traction. 
14714. {jlfr. Davison.) Thb is tlie minimum ?— -Y’es. 
14716. {Chairman.) Supposing there was horse traction 
it would be very important to have it uniform. The really 
important thii^ is that it should not be less in point of 
gauge than the Barrow River It would bo larger, if 
anything. 

14716. It would have to be considered whether there 
should be a larger gauge for the purposes you have men- 
tioned ? — That is my point. 

14717. No doubt you have considered carefully whether 
there is any difficulty about water ?— In the supply of 
water to the canal ? 

14718. Y’es ? — I do not think there would be any diffi- 
culty about that ; there is always a good supply. 

14719. Eithertothe canal proposed on page 14 or even a 
canal of larger gauge ? — I do not think there would be any 
difficulty ; I have considered that. There b always 
plenty of water in the Nore River. The river b alongside. 

14720. When you are speaking of this larger canal what 
tonnage boat are you contemplating ? — Ihadnotdefinitely 
considered that ; but what was in my mind was self- 
propelled boats either by steam or suction gas oi oil engines 
which would carry 70 or 80 tons. 

14721. Besides their machinery ?— -Yes, a useful load of 
70 or 80 tons. 

14722. Those would require to be 100-ton boats ? — 
Possibly they would run up to that. In that connection 
I would like to draw attention to the extremely fine water- 
way which exbts as far as Inbtiogue — that b the tidal end. 


That b a dbtanee by sea from Inbtiogue of about twenty- Mr. A. M. 
eight miles directly inland, so that the sea may be said Burden, 
to run as far inland abeady as that, and there b a great A.M. fml. 
depth of water up to wnthin two miles or a mile and a half 
oi Inbtiogue to take boats up to 300 or 400 tons without <j„ ^ 

difficulty, Sl'Si 

14723. Is that tidal ? — It b tidal as far as Inbtiogue. ^ 0 ~~q 06 

14724. Prom the junction with the Barrow River is _! 

that erbting fine waterway from near New Ross up to 
Inistiogue under any control ? — The Harbour Com- 
missioners of New Ross exercise some rights of taking 
dues at quays alongside the river, but I do not know 
to what extent their rights go, or their authority, further 
than that. 

14725. Do they do that right up to Inistiogue ? — 

I cannot quite say about that ; ttiere are practically 
no landing places except at Inistiogue, and I cannot say 
whether they take tolls there or not ! 

14726. Is there much traffic ? — There b very consider- 
able traffic. 

14727. What sized boats go up as far as Inistiogue ? — Size of bcata 
Boats up to 40 tons can come up, but the usual boats going 
up carry about 20 or 25 tons. They are boats of about 
60 feet long and about 12 or 14 feet beam. 

14728. Tbenitb not as good a navigation as the Barrow 
River ? — I think it is quite ; it b deeper than the Barrow 
River as far as this point I have mentioned. The tidal 
waters of the Barrow River go to a place called Paint 
Mullins, which is the corresponding point on the Barrow 
River, and I think this is an even better water as far as it 
goes. 

14729. What is the average depth ? — Of this deep 
portion ? 

14730. Y’es ? — I cannot say, as to what shoals exist, 
but there b a depth oi 12 or 14 feet of water av^ble 
practically at any time. 

14731. Even at bw tide ? — Even at low tide. 

14732. You have not made any rough estimate ; you 
could not say how much would be added to your estimate 
of £78,400 if instead of the 60-ton boats you have spoken 
of the canal were constructed to take 100-ton boats ? — 

Ibavenot; I would not like to give a figure. If the Com, 
mission wish to have it I could let you have it afterwards 
14733. Would it double the expense or more than 
double the expense 1 — I think it might increase it by half. 

14734. Half as much again as the £78,000 ? — Yea. 

14735. We have heard about this output of coal ; 

Thom’s Directory gives 79,000 tons from the coalfield 
in the County of Kilkenny ; how is that dbtributed ? UbtvibriLlon 
By what route does it travel ?— It b dbtributed entirely 
by road ; it supplies the surrounding country for a dis- 
tance of from 20 to .30 miles with coal, and practically 
at present it b purely used locally ; small quantities of 
it are sent away. 

14736. Some quantity of it, I suppose, is put on the 
railway ? — A very small quantity indeed. 

14737. Where would that reach the railway ? — At Kil- 
kenny or Carlow. 

14738. (jlfr. Waldron.) Why not Ballyragget ? — I do 
not know ; if it was put on the railway at Ballyragget it 
would have to be trained a very long way to get as far as 
it would to Carlow. 

14739. It is much the nearest station ? — It b the 
nearest station. 

The Witness uithdrev. 


Mr. Patbick Kexnedy, recalled ; and further Examined. 


14740. {Mr. Snowden.) May I ask you who has prepared 
thb statement of the proposed cost of the canal which 
I find on thb separate sheet ?— I prepared it. 

14741. I notice you set out the interest and sinking 
fund at 3J per cent. ? — Yes. 

14742. What is jmur idea of the rate of interest at 
which this £100,000 could be borrowed ? — We are asking 
the Government to advance the money on the terms of 
the Land Act of 1903. 

14743. What ai-e those terms ? — per cent., including 


interest and sinking fxmd, and I think the same terms 
were granted this year for the Labourers Act. 

14744. That does not make any provision for the 
sinking fund, does it ? — Y’es, it provides both interest and 
sinking fund. 

14745. In that 3J per cent. ? — Precbely. 

14746. What is the distance of this proposed canal t— 
The engineer gave you that, and I think it ia about 16 
miles. 
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3fy. Patrick set down an estimate of £600 for the 

Rcnacdy. maintenance of the canal and repairs and so on ? — About 
tliat ; that is once it is made and completed. 

6 Vet. IflO d. I474g, That works out to between £40 and £30 a mile ? 
— About that. 

14749. Are you aware that the average cost of the 
maintenance of the canal is more than tuice that ’—That 
may be ; a good deal will depend on the nature of the 
towing path ? 

14750. Do you expect you would be able to borrow 
the money under the conditions you mentioned for 
working capital and for the purpose of boats ? — That is 
more than I can tell you ; that is what we suggest. 

14751. I see you set down an average of 2s. a ton for 
carriage over this distance of 10 miles ? — That would 
include the carriage from Kilkenny to Waterford. 


14752. That was the point I wanted to get at, as to 
whether it was a tlirough rate or simply the carriage of the 
goods over the length of the canal you proposed to con- 
strue t ? — It is from Kilkenny to Waterford. 

14763. At 2s. per ton ?— Yes. 

14754. (Mr, Vivian.) One question arising out of Mr 
Snowden’s question with regard to the relation of expense 
and revenue ; do you know that on the Grand Canal they 
have receipts amounting to £90,000 and their expenses 
run to £67,000 or an average of somewhere about £250 
a mile. Youie is so modest (there may be reasons of 
course) that I would like to understand' it ?— Our canal 
only extends for 16 miles and the rest of it is free waterway 
to Waterford; that is to say, considerablymorc than half 
the distance wo have to deal with is free watenvay. 

TliC Witnesa icilhdrew. 


The Hon. R. A. Nuoeni', called in ; and Examined. 


TAe Hon. 
H. A. 
-Yuffeiit, 
CAairma)!. 
Midland 
Grcnt 
Wesfirn 
Jlailmiy, 


eOct. 190(>, 


14755. (CAairman.) Yon are Chairman of the Midland 
Gre'at Western Railway of Ireland ? — Yes. 

14756. And have been a director of the company for 
nearly twenty years ’—That is so. 

14i5/. You were present the other day when your 
manager was asked certain questions ? I was. 

14758. -4re you prepared to make any statement to the 
C ommission on the subject of those questions 7 — I received 
a letter from your secretary, Mr. DufBeld, asking me to 
consult my directors and to appear before the Commission. 
I took that as a co mman d, and I am here to-day to give 
you any information that I can, 

14759. You have had the opportunity now of consulting 
your board ? — Yes. 

14760. What statement do you desire to make ? 

Stated shortly, since our manager was in the box here 
I have had the opportunity of consulting my directors 
and I am authorised to say that while we are all desirous 
of doing anything we reasonably can to assist in developing 
the country, it is our duty to consider the interests of our 
sb^holders in the matter. As stated in our manager’s 
evidence, the capital cost of the canal to the Midland 
Great Western Railway was £335,266. 

14791. Will you remind us of the date at which that 
was paid 7 — That was paid at the inception of the railway 
under the Act of 1845. For 30 miles, namely, as far as 
Mullingar, it runs alongside our railway, and if it were 
worked os a State-aided or rate-aided concern, it might, 
whilst not even under those conditions paying its way, 
by means of such artificial aid succeed in infiieting serious 
1 ms upon our company. The canal has been our property 
since the inception of the railway, and we have maintained 
and kept it open ever since, and inasmuch as Parliament 
in the Act of 1845, authorising the company to acquire 
the canal, declared that it was expedient for the convenience 
of the public that the canal should be vested in my 
company, and had it not been so vested it could not have 
been kept open by any private company during all these 
years, it is scarcely conceivable that as a private indepen- 
dent trading conceni, unassisted by the State, or by local 
bodies, it could have earned sufficient revenue to keep it 
open. As the Commissioners are aware, its early history 
h^ been flnanciaUy disastrous, and it was in consequence 
of this financial condition of the canal in 1845 that our 
company were obliged to take it over for the convenience 
of the public, as a condition of their Act authorising 
the construction of the railway. It should also be borne 
in mmd that the Midland Great Western Company 
Laving made tlieir line to Mullingar and Longford on the 
faith of this Act of Parliament, afterwards extended 
-their system long distances into the poorest parts of Ireland. 

proposal to now compulsorily take the canal from 
the company, and set it up as a State-aided or rate-aided 
competitor of the railway, is. of course, a serious matter 
and It 18 impossible to give a direct answer res, or no’ 
and I think that I cannot reasonably be expected to say 
more than that my board would be willing to consider 
any definite proposal which might be made to them for 
the acquisition of the canal, in the public interest by the 
Government or public bodies, provided the shareholders 
were adequately compensated, and their interests in 


regard to the State-aided, or rate-aided competition, 
should such be established, were duly safeguarded. 1 
would LOW like to state, with regard to the evidence 
which has been given by several witnesses against the 
Royal Canal and its management, tliat the company 
request that we shall have an opportunity of giving 
rebutting evidence by our manager and engineer and 
independent witnesses possibly who are best qualified 
to deal with the subjects, and also, if necessaiy, by other 
witnesses, as was mentioned in the correspondence which 
took place between the secretary to the Commission 
and the secretaiy to my company previous to the inquiry. 

14702. With respect to that, perhaps the fairest thing 
would be that you should have an opportunity of seeing 
the evidence in piint, and any further evidence' you desire 
to give probably your manager would be able to give, i- ,■ . 
but whoever you depute, to give it we should be very a'i/em. 
happy to hear, and it might not be inconvenient for him the Silk k. 
to give evidence to us in London, perhaps during tie 20iYflr[MJ". 
month of November ? — Thank you, my Lord. 1906,;. St 

14763. Might I ask witli regard to one other point 
upon which you may not be able to give on answer now, 
but ou which the Commission would like to have evidence. 

The question has arisen whether Irish raUways work at a 
greater expense than railways in England and Scotland 
owing to the comparatively high cost of ooal. Would 
it be possible to give us figures to show what is the cost 
of coal to your company as compared with one or two 
companies in England and Scotland ?— Certainly we can 
have those prepared and put in ; 1 could not of course 
do so off book, but you may take it broadly that we pay 
a considerable amount more for om- coal than the English 
or Scotch companies. 

14764, (.Sir Francis Hopioood.) In taking an English 
company as an example, would you be good enough to 
take a southern company, the South-Eastern, for instance, 
as well as a company which is nearer to the coalfields ?— 

I happened to be in Yorkshire lately end I spoke to a 
lot of the Noith-Eastem drivers about that very question 
and I found as far as thev could tall ™« 


found as far ^ they could tell me that their coal 
was at a very considerably reduced price compared to 
what we were paying in Ireland. 


14765. (Chairman.) Tho North-Eastern Railway of 
course is in close proximity to coalfields, but what Sir 
Fr^cis Hopwood .suggested was that it would bo fair 
to t^e one or two examples in England, one perhaps like 
the North-Eastern in proximity to coalfields, and another 
like the South-Eastern at a considerable distance from 
coalfields, as well as one or two companies in Scotland, 
to compare with your company, aud, if you like, one or two 
other companies in Ireland ? — Our manager is here and 
he has taken a note of that, and he and our locomotive 
engmeer will tiy and supply what you require. 

14766. Another question arose of which I think you 
wish to say something, as to a proposal that there was on 
toe part of yom company to close the short branch to „ , 

Broadstone ’-Yes. The portion of this branch which 
It was proposed to close is only 37 chains in length, a ® 
very short bit. It has not been used by the boat owners 
or traders for many, many years, and consequently the 
water m it is perfectly stagnant and is a public nuisance, 
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having heen complained of from time to time. The in.- 
lentjon of the company in proposing to close this useless 
dead end was to remove this miisance and on the site 
to build a number of houses stiitnble tor the employees 
of the company. If you would allow me I would desire 
to show further on the position we take about that 
matter. In a letter dated the 2nd of May, 190o, to ray 
company's secretary from Sir Charles Cameron, Medical 
and Executive Officer of Health for the City of Dublin, 
he approved of this being closed ; he stated that it was 
now stagnant water giving off unwholesome exlialations. 
My company’s application to the Board of Trade, 
dated 7th November, 1905, for authority bo close this 
disused branch under Section 45 of the Railway and 
Canal Traffic Act, 1888, also received the approval of 
the Lord-Lieutenant and Board of Control, the Dubliii 
Corporation, and the Rural District Council. The in- 
habitants of the district and the clergymen of all de- 
nominations residing therein also highly approved of such 
closing. The intention of my company in proposing 
to close this useless dead end was to remove this nuisance 
and on the site to erect house? auibable for their staff. 
When all the requirements of the Act had been complied 
with and the same hod received the sanction of my com- 
pany’s shareholders, my company received a letter from 
the Secretary to tlie Board of Trade dated 7th March 
lost, postponing the completion of the matter, pending 
this Commission. Well, my Lord, we accept that ex- 
pression of opinion absolutely, but we would like you to 
consider the question whether any useful purpose can be 
served by keeping it open. 

14767. {Mr. Killick.) Is that in Dublin ? — It is in 
Dublin, close up to the Broadstone station. 

14768. We can come and look at it ? — Yes. I may 
mention that really what made the nuiaanoe was that it 
used bo get full of dead dogs and dead oats. 

14769. The only complaint, as I understand, against 
your company was that they hod not fulfilled their 
vSwn- obligation to maintain ; that was all ? — Might 

■niiUvIch- ^ word in respect to that ? The application was 

isfKi.A'.A., made by the traders against us to the Board of Trade 
ls»t ia 1894 and General Hutchinson made a report ; the 
traders again were vexed with us in 1895 and Major 
Riptrt of -Marindiu made a report. From that day to this they have 
jiujhr nob put the Board of Trade in motion against us, and 
we had some reason to think that we were complying 
A'.i’.i Isao. fairly with our obligations. 

14770. You seem to spend about as muck per mile 
in repairs as they do on the Grand Canal, as far as I can 
make out. I have worked it out 1 — I have not had the 
opportunity of comparing. 

14771. {Chairman.) With respect to the evidence 
which your manager will give us, no doubt when he comes 
he will also be prepared to show how far the reports of 
Genera! Hutchinson and Major Marindin have been com- 
plied with ? — Certainly, and possibly our engineer would 
be the most suitable person to deal with that point. 

14772. That is enthely as you like ? — My reason for 
saying so is because he knows from his own knowledge 
how much has been done and how much, if any, has been 
left undone. 

14773. Of course we can only hear a limited number 
of witnesses, but I am sure we can put ourselves in the 
hands of the Midland Great Western and they will send 
us only such evidence ns they think absolutely necessary ? 
— Certainly. 

14774. I thought it fair to mention those points on 
which we would require to have evidence ? — They will 
be attended to. 

14775. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) Was the consideration 
p ' I ? money for the canal paid in cash ? — I believe so ; I under- 
anal. Btand it was paid out of the subscriptions of the share- 
holders to the railway in 1846. 

14776. You do nob know where the money went to — 
how it was applied 7 — It was paid in cash and it went 
into the pockets of the people, I suppose, whose vested 
interests had been bought up by the railway — the old 
canal company which was tn extremis almost. 

14777. It would pay them a comparatively small 
dividend upon the then capital amount ?~They got 
something out of the fire. I am informed by my secretary 


that they got about 40 per cent, of their then holdings 
in the canal, 

14778. Do you happen to know whether the canal at 
the time of the transfer to the railway company was 
parting any dividend ? — I think not ; it had not paid a 
dividend for 3rears. 

14779. Before that ? — Before that. 1 might remind 
you of what our manager and people said ; it goes through 
a very poor country with only two towns on the whole 
length of it. 

14780. (Chairman.) Is “for years ” quite correct ? I 
have a statement before me handed in by Mr. Stevenson 
that they did pay a small dividend each half year up to 
31st March, 1845 ? — Does he say how much it was ? 

14781. Yes ! it varied ; it was an increasing dividend Dividend, 
up to 31st March, 1846 but there was no dividend paid 
to 30th September 1843 ? — We have no records of that, 
but perhaps Mr. Stevenson has some means of knowing 
that we have not. 

14782, (Sir Francis Boptrood.) I will put that question 
to Mr. Stevenson, but still it is clear whether the dividend 
was paid before or not no dividend has been paid since 
the transfer ?— There have been no shareholders since ; 
it is merged in our railway undertaking. 

14783. To put it in another way, it has been a loss ? 

— It has been a loss. 

14784. On the working ? — Undoubtedly. 

14785. Every year since 1845 ? — Practically, yes. 

14786. Has it been an increasing loss ? — No, very 
much about the same. I do not think it has varied very 
much. 

14787. What was the loss last year, can you tell us ? Los?. 

— I have it here ; the Royal Canal, year 1905, capital 
expenditure £335,226 6s. 2d. ; the total receipts for the 
year were £4,761 and the total expenditure was £6,219, 
making a loss on working of £1,458. 

14788. (Chair7nan.) Wait a moment, what do you say 
the loss on working was ? — £1,458. 

14789. In 1898 it appears by the Canals Returns to 
tile Board of Trade on page 125 that there was then a net 
revenue of £418 : is that correct ? — What are you quoting 
from, my Lord ? 

14790. There are two Blue-books of Returns, the only 188.8Reti(r)i,«. 
public Returns that exist; one of 1888 and one of 1898, l39S,ffB7i(rjis. 
and they are Returns made to the Board of Trade, Com- 
mand Paper 19, of 1899 1 — Do they deal separately with 
the Royal Canal 1 

14791. Yes, and with every canal. The Return of 
course was made by the Midland Great Western of Ireland 
Railway Company and in that year there was a return 
of net revenue of £418 7 — I accept fully whatever was 
sent in by the company to the Board of Trade but I am 
not conversant with it. {The Board of Trade Betunis 
ieerelaidbeforethe Witness.) 

14792. In 1888 the net revenue was £2,039 ; so that to 1888 
judge by the three years given, the two given by the Revenue, 
Return and the one you have just now given, tliere has 
been a continuous drop from a small plus quantity to a 
certain minus quantity 7 — I am afraid that drop has not 
been confined to the Royal Canal altogether in Ireland. 

I was not aware of that information you have brouglit 
to my notice, my Lord. 

14793. It has been a case of a moderate profit gradually 
coming down to a loss ! — Yes. 

14794. (Mr. Killick.) It is not so much a slight profit 
as a slight surplus revenue because the capital expended 
was nearly £330,000 and the result in 1899 was £418 ? 

— Yes, the interest on capital found no place, I take it, 
on the Blue-book ? 

14795. {Mr. Snowden.) May I ask if the railway Railway 
receipts have been dropping simultaneously 7 — Unfor- receipt', 
tunately they have been and we find it very very hard 
to maintain a modest 3 per cent, dividend ; it takes us 
all our time. 

14796. (Sir Froncts Bopwood.) I wanted to ask you Board of 
one or two questions about the Board of Control. Have Control, 
the Board of Control exercised any active jurisdiction 
over this branch of your company 7 — I have a pajer 
here ; the Board of Control is also called the Board of 
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Public Works and I asked our engineer to supply me with 
the list of the applications from the Board of Control to 
us for the last four years, from 1902 to the present day, 
and they applied I find in that period five times. On the 
3rd September, 1902, they complained about lock gates 
and dredging ; on the 3rd Ootoh^, 1002, they complained 
about dredging; and from that date, October, 1902, to the 
3rd July, 1905, 1 am informed they never applied to us, 
which apparently meant they were satisfied with our 
efforts to carry out all the suggestions. 

14797. Did they make any application to you between 
1S93, which I think was the date of Six Francis Jlarin- 
din’s Keport, and 1902 ? — Ihey possibly have, but 1 have 
not got that record here. 

14798. I should like to know ? — I think we could find 
that out for you and let you have it. 

14799. {J/r. TtVfan.) In your answer to the Chairman 
which you read you used these words, that your Board 
would be. willing to consider any proposal subject to the 
shareholders being adequately compensated ?— I said 
definite proposaL 

14800. The words 1 wish to draw attention to are “ if 
the shareholders are adequately compensated”; those 
words are a little indefinite. Do you mind saying a 
little more fully what you mean by those particular words ? 
— The idea that I tliink runs throi^gh people’s minds is that 
we have kept this canal open through fair and foul weather 
during all these years ; we have kept it under our statutory 
obLgations, not for our own good, and we tbinV that the 
capital outlay and additional expense ought to he recouped 
to our shareholders. 

14S01. Yes, but with regard to your present share- 
holders, as I gather you are losing £1,400 a year now on 
working account and you are losing £13,000 interest- on 
debentures, so that your present shareholders are really 
losing over £14,000 a year? — I think I have it here; 
intertat on capital at 4 per cent, comes to £13,410, and 
loss of working £1,458, total £14,868. 

_ 14802. That is my point, and it was outof those figures 
that my questions arose ; capitalised that is worth about 
£300,000. In using the words “adequately compen- 
sated ” am I to understand that your shareholders would 
regard themselves as adequately compensated if they were 
relieved of such an enormous drain on their funds amount- 
ing to £14,000 a year ? — It would surprise me very much 
if they would think that ; I do not think it would be 
pleasant for who ever enunciated such a statement to 
stand up before them. 

14803. I only ask yonr opinion?— I am telling you my 
opinion. 

14801. What is the nature of the compensation ? 

The nature of the compensation is a return of the capital 
expended. 

14805. Do you suggest that in addition to their being 
reheved of their obligation to expend £14,000 a year now 
with no return — and I judge now from your evidence 
there is no likelihood of a return, indeed from the figures 
of the last few years that £14,000 is likely to grow into 

£15,000, £16,000 and so on, an increasing liability they 

would also want the full capital cost, the original capital 
cost to their company, of the canal ?— I would be very 
sorry to bind myself to any expression of opinion, for 
shareholders who have not been consulted, but I would 
say there is an old proverb: “of two evils choose the 
lesser,” and I think probably they would say why in the 
world would you part with what you hold without getting 
full compensation, and full compensation I think probably 
runs in the direction I have said. ^ 


14806. Full compensation runs la the direction of the 
capital value ? — Yes. 


14807. You think the original bargain vrith the canal 
company qmte just when they only received 40 per cent of 
their nominal capital value and they were very dose to 
making a working profit, but when you are making the 

annual loss of £14,000 ?-That is our concern nnfor- 

tunately. 


14808. But do yon th ink in those oircnnistaDces your 
company will be justified in claiming 100 per cent the 
full capital cost to your company ? Tnaamn^h a, 
shareholders in the canal only received 40 per cent, of 
their share holding value, would yon he justified, with 


these figures before us, because things have got much 
worse, in asking the fufi equivalent of the amount that it 
cost you ?— Clearly I would, because the old canal 
had no railway alongside ; we have a railway alongside. 
The very best part of our carrying is from Mullingar to 
Dublin, and if for the purpose of the public service such a 
thing was taken from us I think Parliament would be very 
slow to compensate us in a niggardly spirit 

14809. The object of your securing compejisation, J 
gather, is rather a negative one that you desire to be 
protected from the competition of the canal ; it is not in 
order to get a return upon your capital expenditure but 
rather to be protected from the competition of the canal in 
the future ; is that so ? — I think ttese are two items as 
I stated ; first of all compensation, and, secondly, safe- 
guarding us as a State or rate-aided service alongside us. 

14810. You divide them into two ?— I do. 


14811. That is my point ; but on the first surely there 
is no ground for compensation. Provided it was possible 
to protect you, when the canal came over to the public, 
from unreasonable competition, provided you were pre- 
vented from losing anything on that account, on the first 
head, surely it would be a kindness to your shareholders 
to relieve them of an annual charge of £14,000 ? — Unless 
we get back our purchase mcmey we would not be relieved 
of that £14,000 a year ; the £14,000 is the interest on the 
money and you cannot have it both ways. 

14812. I am just assuming for the moment that if some 
public body took over all the liabilities of the canal, 
would you expect any payment in cash ’—Certainly I 
would, but 1 cannot bind my Bhaieholdeis, I cannot bind 
my board on that matter ; but when you ask me my own 
opinion. I shotild open my mouth largely. 

14813. There is just one other question : Under your 
charter you were expected to do certain things with this 
canal, to keep it open and so on, You are to give rebutting 
evidence, I am aware, but the Reports of the experts, 

General Hutchinson and Major Mariudin are in the 
direction of sho\ving that you have not kept your contract 
with the public in keeping this canal in good working order. 
Inasmuch as you have not fulfilled your contract, does it 
not seem a little unreasonable to expect the public to give 
g)u the full cash payment you made for the canal 7— 

How long ago was General Hutchinson’s Report 1 Twelve 
years ago. Major Jlarindin’s was eleven years ago, and 
since then wo have not been approached and we have not 
been blamed by the Board of Trade one single word. 

1 look on that as prima facie evidence that u’e have not 
been fulfilling our obligations too badly. 

14814. (Chairman.) I might remind you, in relation to 
the qu^tions Mr. Vivian has been asking, that the gentle- 
men who were glad to accept what you call the 40 per 
COTt. of their holding, or the sum of £335,000, represented 
the OKgmal expenditure on the Canal of £1,421,900 ; even 
not taking what was expended by free grants, the ex- 
penmture from other sources was over £1,000,000 
sterling ?— I heard you say that the other day, my Lord. 

14816. The facia will be found in our Blue-book ; they Volme 1. 
have been furnished to us by Mr. George Stevenson as a TaetJI., ' 
Lommssioner of Public Works in Ireland. The statement Ajipenilki 
of the original cost was, expenditure by free grants, nWwJ 
£359,777 and expenditure from other sources £1 062 123 • 
total £1,421, foiloKWi. 


* BraassT/.) The Chairman has correctly 

stat^ the expenditure upon the canal, but the note which 
has been placed in our hands shows that in 1810 the net 
dividend on this sum exceeding 
£1,000,000 was £613?— That was before the railway 
was thought of. 


' ’ /oitoaui}. 


14817. The value of a thing is what it will bring ; large 
IS was the expenditure the return was very poor. 

14818. (Chairman.) Lord Brassey has now stated that 
the value is what it will faring ; I do not gather that you 
accept that test of the value ?— I think there are such 
thmga as Statutable obligations that protect people. 

14810. (Sir John Wilaon.) There is just one point about 
which I want to be quite clear. Did I understand you to 
say m your evidence that it was made a condition by 
Parhament when you got your Act for your railway that 
you were *o take over the Royal Canal ?-I was very 
jpung at the time tliis matter oocurrei ; I am only 
giving you the account I heard from my senior 
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directors aad tbe verj wording of the Act of Parliament 
•would bring force to that contention because it says, “ It 
is expedient in the public interest that the Midland Great 
Western Railway” (which was then just being formed) 
” should take up this more or less moribund concern, the 
Royal Canal.” 

14820. So that you are entitled to receive fair con- 
sideration from Parliament ? — I am sure we shall get it. 

14821. Adequate consideration without entering into 
definite particulars now ? — I am sure we shall get fair 
consideration ; we do not want anything hut what is 
fair and right. 

14822. (iord BTOSseij.) May I ask the question just to 
repeat what you said to make it clear. In considering 
the question of the cession of this canal to a public body, 
-what you would chiefly have in view is an apprehension 
that it might become, if passing from under your control, 
a probable rival ? — Clearly ; that is one part of the matter. 

14823. {Sir John Dorinijton.) There are two points in 
your mind, one is that you have to be relieved of your 
capital charge, which is now represented by £14,000 a 
year ? — Yes. 

14824. If anybody took over the liability for that 
£14,000 a year, you would consider yourselvw relieved 
of the capital charge ? — An Act of Parliament can take 
away everything from a loan. 

1482.'5. I do not suggest that anything should be taken 
away at all ; if you were relieved of the £14,000 a year 
charge, which is now due in consequence of your capital 
expenditure of £300,000, you would be relieved of that 
part ? — Clearly. 

14826. Then another point would arise that a com- 
petitor might be set up against you, and in respect of that 
you think you ought to have compensation in some form 
•or another ? — Certainly. 

14827. Those are your two points ? — Yes. If I may 
•say a word, on the faith of that Act of Parliament our 
company, which never was a strong company, made 
railways into the poor far west of Ireland where the public 
was immensely benefitted by the action of our company, 
and now if we were to lose the effect of that Act of Parlia- 
ment without proper compensation and proper protection 
I think that grave injustice would be done. 

14828- I am not contesting that position at aU ; I was 
•only trying to get a very direct statement from you that 
there are two items to be considered, one being that you 
should be relieved of that capital expenditure which you 
have incurred in respect of taking over that canal, which 
was £300,000, and that costs you £14,000 a year or there- 
abouts ? — Yes. 

14820. So that any public body that took over the 
charge of £14,000, relieving you of that, would be effectu- 
ally dealing with your capital expenditure f — Yes. 

14830. Then the next point is that you incurred that 
capital expenditure in order to secure yourselves against 


competition ? — I do not know that rve did ; I think we 
took it for the public good, as the Act of Parliament states 
very plainly. 

14831. {Mr. Waldron.) Was the Midland Great Western 
Railway built along the line of the Royal Canal ? — In a 
good many places it wa-;. 

14832. So in that sense the IDdland Great Western 
was relieved of the cost of acquiring land and making 
levels and so on ; those they found. It is really a matter 
of antiquarian interest, but that is so ? — Yes, to a certain 
extent that is true : to a certain extent. 

14833. The Midland Railway Act of Parliament says, 
” The railway can be worked with greater economy 
and more convenience to the public if the said canal 
be vested in the railway company ” ?— That is what I was 
alluding to. 

14834. {Mr. Davison.) But the competition you fear 
would be rate-aided or State-aided competition t— Yes. 

14835. You do not think that competition by a private 
company could he efficient ? — I think competition by a 
private company would be more or leas an evil; and 
I would not say it would be an evil. 

14836. Could they keep on the waterway ? — I do not 
know whether they could or not ; one or two have tried. 
I really could not teE you that We have kept the canal 
open and the traders are diminishing on the canal. 

14837. That is private competition, but what you fear 
is State-aided or rate-aided competition ? — Yes, I may 
say in that connection people say to you : “ If yon keep 
that canal in good order, and if you give a good service 
of boats the traffic will be greatly developed." Now, 
I would like to know where the development of traffic 
is to be in a sparse country which has nothing but grass 
on it. ^ 

14838. {CJuiirman.) We have now heard your view 
and we are quite prepared to hear any other points from 
your representatives when they come to London. With 
respect to the question of the Broadstone Branch, I was 
not aware until this morning that that was hung up 
pending the Report of this Commission ? — We were quite 
willing to hang it up. 

14839. Under those circumstances 1 am of opinion that 
it would be desirable for the Commission to see that point 
before they leave Ireland ; would it be convenient for 
your engineer or someone to meet us this afternoon ?— 
Certainly. 

14840. Perhaps someone on your behalf will make 
arrangements with the Secretary of the Commission, and 

we wUl endeavour to visit Broadstone this afternoon ? 

Certainly, and, if you tell us about what time, I shouldliko 
to be there myself. 

Tke Witness withdrew. 


Mr. Georoe A. Stevenson. M.V.O., reoaUed ; and further 


{The statements handed in hy Witness are printed as 
Appendix No. 11.) 

14841. {Chairman.) You desire to give ns some supple- 
mentary evidence, and I think the most convenient plan 
would be that you should commence by reading the 
Memorandum which you have prepared on the subject 
of the Board of Control ? — In accordance with the re- 
quest of the Royal Commission that evidence should bo 
furnished to them os to the Board of Control I have been 
asked by my colleagues on the Board in the absence of the 
Chaiman to lay before the Commissioners any infotma- 
\ tion in our possession that they may desire. To save time 

j and to facilitate reference we have had printed the rele- 

1 vant sections of the Acts of Parhament relating to the 

■ Board of Control. I have already in my evidence before 

the Commission in London given a general account of the 
r ®o®^d, but going now into greater detail the Commis- 
jj •' s'onera ■null observe that the Board of Control was created 
1818, 58 Geo. III., chap. 35, which provided 
^ rearrangement of the affairs of the Royal Canal Com- 
l''%Uteq. Pany and the constitution of a new company. By Section 
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30 of the Act the Lord- Lieutenant was authorised to ap- 
point a Board of Control consisting of five members, 
with power to remove or fill up vacancies. The members 
were not to hold any stock in the company, or in any 
canal company or inland navigation in Ireland, and were 
to act without fee or reward, three members forming a 
quorum. By Section 31 the Board of Control was author- 
ised on the direction, requisition, and instructions of the 
Lord-Lieutenant to inquire, examine, and inspect the 
accounts and affairs of the said company, and the section 
provides for the necessary documents being open for their 
inspection, and for the attendance of any directors and 
officers of the company, while Section 32 provides that 
if any director, officer, or servant of the Company shall, 
after proper summons, neglect to attend, the director 
shaU cease to be a director, and any officer or servant 
shall forfeit any salaiy then due to him from the company, 
and be incapacitated from acting or serving under the Com- 
pany. Section 33 provides for the creation out of the 
prodts of the company of a fund of £16,000 to be invested 
in Government securities in the name of the Vice- Treasurer 
of Ireland, which sum, upon a representation by the 

N 


The. Non 
S. A. 

Chmnnen 

Midland 

Great 

Western 

Railway. 

6 Get. 1906. 


Mr. Oco. .4. 
Steooisoii, 
M.V.O., 
Commit’ 
sioner for 
Piitdie 
Wor/:^. 
Ireland. 

6 Get. 1936. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


1HKUTB8 09 KVIOXHOII ! 


.1/. V.O., 


il/j-. Geo. A Bo£Lti oi Control to she Lord-Lieutenant epecifylng 
the object to -which it was intended to apply the 
fund shaD -with the consent and approval of me Lord 
Lieutenant be so applied, and the directors of the com- 
pany when such sum has been so applied are directed to 
replace it out of one-half of the clear profits of the com- 
Jrciatui. pany, and not to declare any dividend exceeding one- 
half of the clear profits until such fund has been made 
6 Oct. 1905. good. Section 36 provides for the laying of the accounts 
of the company half-yearly before the Lord-Lieutenant, 
or if directed before the Board of Control for inspection 
and approbation without which approval no dividends 
•were to be declared. By Section 38 quarterly reports 
were directed to be made of the state of the works of 
the canal, the repairs performed in the preceding quarter, 
and those proposed to be executed, and the Lord Lieu- 
tenant or the Board of Control were empowered to re- 
quire the directors to cause such -norks to be executed 
as they might consider to be indispensable for the preserva- 
tion of the said Royal Canal, and if the directors of the 
company did not comply with such requisition, or 
neglect^ or omitted to cause such works to be immediately 
executed, the Board of Control are to cause such works 
to be executed and to pay the expense thereof out of 
the fund of £15,000. Any amount so expended out 
of the fund was to be replaced by the directors of the 
company. Section 40 provides for severe penalties for 
directors who should eitocr transgress or cause to be trans- 
gressed, the provisions of the Act, and the Lord-Lieutenant 
was authorised in certain cases, on the representation 
of the Board of Control, to displace and remove any 
director so offending, whereupon the director shall forfeit 
to the company all his stock and also a sum of £500. 
Prom the old Minute Book of the Board of Control it 
appears that the Lord-Lieutenant exercised his power 
of appointing the Board of Control by appointing the then 
five directoi-8 of Inland Navigation, and any vacancies 
occurring were filled up by the appointment of the succes- 
sor to the vacancy on the Board of Inland Navigation. 
The Commissioners will observe that no provision was 
made in the Act of 1818 for any staff for the Board of 
Control. I have not been able to find that the Board of 
Control in those early years was occupied with questions 
of maintenance, but entries appear dealing -with ques- 
tions of sale or transfer of lands. The Minute Book 
ends suddenly in the middle of an entry in the year 
1836. IVhen the Midland Great Western Railway 
was promoted from Dublin to Mullingar and Longford 
it -was provided by the Act 8 and 9 Victoria, Chapter 119, 
in the year 1845, that they might acquire the undertaking 
of the Royal Canal, the preamble running, “ Whereas 
a part of the said railway is to be made along the said 
and near the line of the said Royal Canal aud it is con- 
sidered that the said railway can be made and that the 
said railway and canal can be worked with greater econ- 
omy and trith more convenience to the public if the canal 
be vested in the r^way company.” The transfer 
was carried out on the terms given by the genera! manager 
of the Midland Great W’estem Railway Company, which 
I understand from old papers I have since seen were 
Appendix on the basis of £40 for each £100 canal stock. The Com- 
missioners may be interested in. the statement which I 
have found amongst the same papers of the receipts and 
expenditure and the dividend of the canal company 
for certain half years beginning March, 1838. Porthe two 
half yearsending 31st March, 1845, and 30th September, 
1845, the net receipts were respectively £8,647 and 
£7,346, and in the former half year a dividend of 25s. 
per cent, was paid ; in the latter half year the dividend 
was merged into sale tiansautiona; that is to say, the 
directors took the surplus revenue and combined it 
•with what they received from the railway company, 
14842. (Sir Francis Hojnoood.) Do I understand that 
to be 25s. per cent, on capital of £1,400,000 7 — Oh no. 

14843. (ChaiTMan.) Ton have handed in the state- 
ment of -the dividend ; there is nothing to show how much 
stock there was. 


A'o. 1. 


14S44. (Mr. KiRieJ:.) The £300,000 which was paid 
was said to have been 40 per cent. 7— The capital can 
be arrived at in that -way. 

14845. (Chairman.) Wia you proceed with reading 
your Memorandum ?— By Section 36 of the Act it was 
provided that property tpansferred should be subject 
as regards accounts, works, etc., to the same restrictions, 


powers and authorities as befere the transfer, and the 
railway company was to maintain, uphold and pre- 
serve all the works for the purpose of navigation ia. 
as full, ample and perfect a manner as required by the 
.\ct of 1818, and the Lord-Lieutenant and the Board of 
Control were to have exercise and use with regard 
to the works, accounts and affairs of the navigatiorr 
exactly tlie same powers over the railway company 
and the directors of the company, and the canal 
works and accounts and affairs of the canal as pro- 
vided for by the Act of 1818. Section 38 provided that 
the railway company should not increase the rates or 
compound for any rates, tolls or dues theretofore payable 
to the said canal company without the consent or approval 
of the Lord.Lieutenaat or the Board of Control. By the 
Act of the following year, 1846, 9 and 10 Victoria, Chapter 
210, it was provided that the railway company and 
the canal company shall be deemed and taken to be one 
company. In the year 1848 by 11 and 12 Victoria, 
Chapter 76, Section 12, the vice-treasurer was authorised 
to pay over to the railway company the sum of £12,000 
3J per cent, stock, being part of the trust fund of £17,53S 
stock to which the original trust fund of £15,000 had 
grown, and by Section 13 provision ia made for filling 
up that fund if it was found at any time insufficient for 
the purposes intended, and no dividend was to be paid 
untU the same had been so replaced. I have not been 
able to ascertain in tlie time at my disposal who were 
the members of the Board of Control at the time of the 
transfer of the canal to the railway company, but probably 
three of the members were tlie Commissioners of Public 
Works who had succeeded in 1831 the Directors of Inland. 
Navigation, with two outside members, as in later ycai-s. 
•we find that this was the constitution of tiie Board. 
There are considerable gaja in the papers of the old Board 
of Control of that time, but there is no reason for thinking 
that the accounts and reports required to bo furnished 
were not regularly sent on by the railway company. As 
early as December, 1846, 1 find a correspondence between 
the railway company and the Board of Control with re- 
ference to a proposal of the company to reduce the tolls on 
the Royal Canal in view of the transfer to the railway 
company. In 1867 I find that the hEdland Great Western 
Railway Company ivished to increase tlie tolls on the 
Royal Canal, and the Board of Control reported to Hia 
Excellency that, looking to the circumstances under 
which the railway company became the proprietors of 
the canal and the public interest in it, more especially 
ttfith reference to the large amount of public money 
expended in its construction, they were of opinion “ that 
the present rate of tolls is a sufficient one, and they did 
not feel justified in recommending the application of 
the company.” On the same subject of tolls I find that 
in the year 1877 the Midland Great Westei'n Railway 
company introduced a Bill iu which it was proposed,, 
amongst other things, that the tolls, rates and ohaiges 
theretofore charged upon the canal by the authority of 
the Canal Acts, should be repealed, and that in lieu thereof, 
the company might charge any tolls not exceeding those- 
enumerated in the schedule of the Bill. The Board of 
Control in its communication to the Lord-Lieutenant on 
this subject strongly opposed the clause, and iu the end 
it was not passed. The clause in tlie Act was limited 
to the power to the company to charge such tolls in respect 
of the use of the canoJ by empty boats, and for the use 
of the graving docks and wharves, os the Lord- Lieutenant 
might prescribe. A schedule of tolls under this section 
was approved by His Excellency on the 19th June, 1879, 
and published in the Dublin Gazette for tlic 24th June. 
1879. In 1878 the railway company appears to have 
made proposals for revising the tolls, and advertisements 
were issued iindting any objections to the proposals put 
forward to be sent to the Board of Conti'ol. At this 
time the members of the Board of Control were the three 
Commissioners of Public Works, Colonel King-Harman, 
of County Leitrim, and Mr. Wh;^e. Carriok-on-Shannoa. 
After consideration of the objections revised rates were 
passed by the Board of Control at the suggestion of the 
Lord-Lieutenant but, in oonsequenoe of opposition by 
the tradei-8 at an inquiry held by the railway and canal 
Commissioners, the I-ord-Lieutenant directed the Board, 
of Control to submit a revised schedule in accordance 
tie recommendations of these Commissioners, and 
this was accordingly done. I should state here tlrab the 
revised sohednle ■was submitted to the two outside member* 
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of the Board of Control, Colonel Kine-Haman and Mr. 
Whyte, and that Colonel King-Harman dissented from the 
schedule and resigned his membership of the Board. 
From a letter of 1885 from Mr. Wliyte it appears that he 
sometime before that date had become disqualified by 
being owner of Midland Railway stock. There then 
only remained three surviving members of the Board of 
Control : no additional outside members were appointed 
by the Lord-Lieutenant until the present year, when 
3hr. Nooney and Mr. Ross were added to the Board. As 
regards the functions of the Board of Control with refer- 
ence to the physical condition of the canal, I gather 
from a memorandum by a former Chairman of the Board 
of Works that the practice was to refer the reports of the 
Midland Great Western Railway Company to the Board’s 
engineer, as no provision was made, for a separate staff 
for the Board of Control, and I find several reports by 
the Board’s engineer in the years 1870-1870. On the 
27th June, 1878, the Board of Control wrote to the Irish 
Government representing that the Commissioners of 
Public Works found it impossible to give due attention 
to the progress and proper carrying out of the works on 
the Royal Canal without so encroaching on the time of 
their limited engineering staff (two engineers) as seriously 
to interfere with the proper discharge of the duties of 
their department, and the Board of Control therefore felt 
it to be incumbent upon them to call the attention of the 
Irish Government to the subject with a view to their 
considering the propriety of affording the Board the 
assistance of a special engineer to make such ♦enquiries 
as were from time to time necessary “ and now so fre- 
quently called for.” The ossistanoe would be probably 
only necessary until such time as the canal was brought 
into a satisfactory condition, and all causes of complaint 
I'emoved. In reply to this letter the Under-Secretary 
transmitted a copy of an opinion of the Law Adviser, Mr. 
Holmes, now Lord Justice Holmes, to the effect that 
“ neither the Lord-Lieutenant, the Board of Control, nor 
the Board of Works had power to appoint such an officer 
as was required. The Board of Control was not itself 
executing any work and what it required was an engineer 
to inspect the canal from time to time, and to point out 
such works as the Midland Great Western Company should 
he called on to execute. There was no power to appoint 
such an officer, although there was power given to the 
Board of Control to have the Works executed by its own 
employees in case the railway company neglected 
to do so ” (that is the end of the opinion). The difficulty 
created by the absence of power to employ a specif 
engineer has been repeatedly felt when, at recurrent times, 
the Board of Works engineering staff bos been largely oc- 
cupied by schemes of public works. Thus in the eighties 
a great amount of increased work fell on the engineering 
staff in connection with Light Railways and Tramways 
Ireland Act of 1883, in connection with large drainage 
-works on the River Shannon and with the buil^gof piers 
and barbouis under the Act of 1883 which allotted a sum 
of £250,000 from the Irish Church Surplus Fimd for that 
purpose. Closely following on these Acts came the in- 
quiry into Irish Public Works by Sir James Allport’s Com- 
mission in 1886, and in 1889 the Light Railways Act was 
passed, in connection with which the Board of Works and 
its officers had to deal with schemes involving some 
hundreds of miles of railways and an expenditure from 
public funds of about a million and a quarter. This 
special work had scarcely subsided when further railway 
schemes were put forward under the Railways, Ireland, 
Aci, 1896, under which a further half million of money 
was to he spent on railway and other forms of communi- 
cation, and, again, within a few years of this Act came 
the Marine Works Act of 1902. At about this time, too 
<(1888-89), the enlarged powers acquired by the Board of 
Trade seemed to have taken the place of the Board of 
Control, but whenever complaints were received they were 
inquired into and pressure put upon the railway company 
to remedy them. The Board of Trade appear to have con- 
sidered that they had power to intervene, and in 180-i 
an inquiry was held and areport made by General Hutchin- 
son, followed in 1895 by a more detailed one by Major 
Marindin. Major Marindin's report is dated 23rd 
■August, 1895, and shortly after the Board came into 
possession of it they communicated with the railway 
company asking what steps they had taken to carry out 
his recommendations, and the company replied that a 
steam dredger had been erected at a cost of £1,320, that 


men are employed in hanging new gates, that the towing- Qiq. a, 
path is being repaired and generally that the recom- SteFenf‘"ii, 
mendations are being carried out. In the proceedings M.V.O., 
in Parliament which followed on these reports, it became Co,nmu-^ 
evident that the Board of Trade had not the direct power 
which the Board of Control possessed of making the H'orla* 
company put the canal in order. At that time the Chair- iTelani. 
man of the Board of Works was Mr. Thomas Robertson, ■ . 
farmerly-general manager of the Great Northern Railway 6 Oet. 1908. 
Company, and admittedly one of the greatest authorities 
on traffic and transport questions in Ireland, whose recent 
unexpected death has been a great loss to the whole 
community, and n-ill be pai'ticularly felt by the t'ieeregal 
Commission on Railways in Ireland now about to sit. 

He had thought carefully on the subject and would, I 
have reason to think, have been prepared to make sug- 
gestions. Mr. Robertson took up specially the matter 
of the Royal Canal, and an inspection was made by the 
Board’s engineer who reported that, with regard to the 
question of depth, his steam launch had passed through 
the whole length of the canal when drawing 4 feet 6 inches 
and that the towing-path was in good order. In August, 

1897, in consequence of complaints received from traders, 
the Board considered it desirable to employ Mr. R. A. 

Mitchell, who had formerly been the manager of the 
Barrow Navigation, to inspect the canal, and to report 
generally on its condition. He reported that the depth 
was sufficient in some places and not in others, that the 
width of the canal was nowhere sufficient, that the weeds 
were insufficiently cut, that many of the lock-gates were 
leaking and that the towing-path was in bad order in 
places. He added that much of the work stated to be 
necessary by Major Marindin had been done since the date 
of his report, and that the dredger was adequate to do 
the whole dredging necessary in a few years. The Board 
maintained the correspondence with the company for 
some time with a view to having Mr. Mitchell’s recom- 
mendations carried out. In June and September, 1899, 
the Board’s engineer made a detailed inspection of the 
canal and reported that the channel, 15 feet wide, was 
fairly well dredged on the whole, the depth varying from 
5J to feet in the ce.itre to 5 or ■JJ feet at the sides, 
that in some places further dredging was required ; that 
the weeds were well cut, that thirty-two piers and gates 
out of a total of 104 had been renewed, that 12 pairs of 
gates required renewal at an early date; and that cer- 
tain other gates required small repaira, that the towing- 
path was in good order, and that the masonry of one 
lock needed repairs. On this report the Board again 
urged upon the company the necessity for immediately 
completing the works necessary to put the canal into a 
proper state of repair. In July, 1900, the engineer re- 
ported since the date of his previous inspection in Septem- 
ber, 1899, that the condition of the canal had greatly 
improved, that the repairs to the lock gates had been 
completed, that the dredging required was in progress. 

Further inspections were made in November, 1899, and 
also in January, 1901. In July, 1901, in consequence of 
complaints as to the leakage of water, the Board's engineer 
inspected Spencer Bock and reported that the water in the 
canal was seriously below its proper level, that this was 
due to waste of water by leakage at Spencer Bock, waste 
of water by leakage at locks between Mullingar and the 
Shannon and a general want of system and supervision 
in the management of the water. The corapany were 
written to on this point, and further inspections were 
made in 1902, and farther pressure put upon the Com- 
pany to complete the works. In May and June, 1905, 
the Board’s engineer made a complete inspection of the 
canal, and reported, in addition to the necessity for dredg- 
ing, that repairs to the locks and lock-gates were neces- 
sary, and that the unsatisfactory character of the manage- 
ment of the water levels still continued. In September 
of that year the company, who had been WTitten to. re- 
plied stating that much dredging and all the repairs to 
the lock-gates had been carried out, that the works of 
repair were still in progress, and that they had noted the 
Board’s requests as regards the management of the water 
levels and the character of the records. Numerous in- 
spections of the canal in connection with Spencer Bock 
have been made daring the current year, and in view 
of the complaints as regards the character of the dredging 
and the maintenance of the water levels the Board 
directed their Shannon inspector, Mr. Fletcher, who had 
formerly been engineer of Grand Canal Company, to 
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MIN'UTES OF EVIDENCE ; 


Sir. Geo. A. make a complete impectioQ of the canal. Mr. Fletcher’a 
Slerenson, report has been received, and in consequence of it the 
M.V.O., Board of Control have mitten to the railway company 
Ccrimiis- a letter which I will read, dated 4th October, to the 
I - Secretary of the Midland Great Western Railway Com- 

pnny : “ Sir, I am directed by the Board of Control for 
Ireland. Royal Canal to request that you will invite the special 

attention of the directors of yoar company to the follow- 
6 Oe(. lfH]6. ing matters in connection with the canal. It is now 
eleven years since the date of Major Marindin’s report to 
the Board of Trade on the condition of the canal, and since 
the date of that report this Board has been constantly in 
correspondence with your company with a view to the 
carrying out of Major Marindin’s recommendations. 
These recommendations may be summarised as follows : 
(1) That a navigable channel should be kept of n certain 
minimum depth and width clear of weeds for the easy 
' passage of canal boats ; (2) that the locks and lock- 

gates, especially the gates of the lock into the Liffey, 
should be repaired and renewed so as to check the waste 
of water ; (3) that the tow-paths should be put in order ; 
(4) that proper warehouse accommodation should be pro- 
vided. The Board are glad to acknowledge that the 
second of these recommendations has substantially been 
carried out, except so far as the Liffey lock is concerned, 
and they hope that the repairs recently undertaken by 
the company at that lock will prove adequate. If that 
be the case, the Board, subject to certain smaller repairs, 
locks referred to hereafter, will be able to consider 
the state of the canal satisfactory in that refpeet. Without 
going into details of previous inspections, 1 am to point 
out that in May and June, 1905, the Board of W'orks 
engineer made a complete inspection of the canal, and on 
his report, which gave detailed information as to (first) 
the dredging required, (secondly) the repairs to locks 
and lock-gates required, and (third) the management of the 
water levels and the character of the record, the Board 
informed your company of these points and asked for 
attention to them. Correspondence followed thereupon 
as to the action taken by your company, but in March 
of the present year the engineer reported that there were 
shoals In places which your company had stated were 
satisfactory, and the Board so informed your company 
and asked for particulars of the state of progress of the 
other works. In consequence of the absence of definite 
and satisfactory information from your company, and of ' 
complaints in Parbament and elsewhere, shon’ing that the 
condition of the canal was not satisfactory, the Board 
decided to have a special inspection of it made by Mr. 
P. W. Dudley Fletcher, the inspector of the Shannon 
Navigation. Mr. Fletcher has furnished to the Board a 
general report on the condition of the canal, and also a 
detailed report on the condition of each lock and teach. 
The enclosed paper, marked “ A,” contains extracts 
from the general report and the paper marked “B” 
extracts from the detailed report. It will be found on 
reference to the letters from this Board to your company 
dated 3rd July, 1905, 18th November, 1905, and 9th 
April, 1906, that many of the particulars mentioned by 
it Fletcher have also been remarked upon by other 
engineers who have inspected the canal on previous 
occasions. The Board would draw the special attention 
of your company to Mr. Fletcher’s observations upon the 
method of dredging, the method of cutting weeds, and the 
want of system in the keeping up of the water levels, all of 
which points have been the subject of previous animadver- 
sion. Mr. Fletcher’s report brings clearly and definitely 
to light that the first and third recommendations of Major 
ilarindin have not, even yet, been completely or satis- 
factorily carried out, while it is also clear that unless 
better care is taken in the regulation of the water levels, 
a point not dwelt upon by Major Marindin, the canal 
will not be kept in a satisfactory condition for trallio 
even when the necessary works of repair and maintenance 
have been completed. The Board gather from the report 
of Mr. Fletcher, as from other reports received by them, 

} ] that the present unsatisfactory state of affairs is partly 

t ' attributable to the method and system adopted in the 

') organisation of the means provided for tie maintenauoe 

; " of the canal. This is a matter for the consideration of 

< your company. The Board are only concerned to see that 

whatever the method and system adopted may he, the 
; ' results shall be such as to carry out the statutory obliga- 

I tions of the company. They trust that the matter will 

b r.^eive the careful and prompt attention of your directors. 


and that it will not be necessary to have recourse to the 
other provisions made by statute for the preservation 
and maintenance of the canal.” 

14846. [Chairman.) I have no questions to ask on 
the very careful and interesting statomeat you have just 
read or upon the letter, but I see Mr. Nugent in the room, 
and as I asked that, when the manager or engineer or 
whoever is sent on behalf of his railway company comes 
to give further evidence to the Commission he should 
give us information as to how far General Hutchbsoa’s 
and Major Marindin’s reports have been carried out, I 
would naturally now add that we should like to know 
how far the representations of the Board of Control, 
and especially those contained in the letter just read, have 
been oarried out and what the company propose' to do. 

14847. [Mr. Nugent.) Certainly, my Lord. The date 
of that letter is oiJy 4th October, and it only reached us 
yesterday. 

14848. [Witness.) Might I suggest that the Midland 
Great Western Company in their evidence should deal 
with the question of the control and regulation of the water 
levels ? My point is that although the Board of Coutrol,, 
either by a special officer, if it were able to have one, or by 
using the Board of Works engineers, when they ate avail- 
able, might see that the physical oanal was kept in ordor 
and in proper maintenance and repair, all this is absolutely 
futile unless the water depths are properly regulated and 
maintained. We have constant reports of our engineers 
as to water being allowed to run off and being a foot 
below navigation level, whether from carelessness of lock- 
keepers or from want of instruetions we cannot toD ; it 
is quite impossible without a constant perambulation of 
the canal to keep a thing like that under control, and in. 
our opinion that is one of the most important things 
that the railway company have to deal with in order to 
show that they are giving fair play to the canal. If our 
engineer goes down there and finds 6 feet 6 inches one day, 
we have no guarantee that it will not be down to 4 feet 
or 4 feet 6 inches the next day. 

14849. [Chairman.) Have you anything further you 
wish to say ? — That is the main point ; I think that is 
the most important point in dealing with the question 
of the traffic. 

14850. [Sir John Dorington.) That means that the 
discha^e of water by lockage is not properly allocated t 
— That is so, and also that water is used for other purposes, 
for instance, supplying the town of Mullingar while, ac- 
cording to the contention, it should be first used for the 
purposes of the oanal and only surplus'water should be 
used for other purposes' than the canal, So long as the 
canal is not up to its navigation depth, no water should 
be used for any other purpose. 

14851. [Lord Brassey.) The Board of Control not 
having, os I understand it, any engineer in their own 
service, does the Board of Works consider it part of their 
duty to exercise a regular supervision over the condition 
of this canal ? — The three Commissioners of the Board of 
Works individually are members of the Board of Con- 
trol, which of course acts under separate statutes, and aa 
members of the Board of Control they have no control 
over the staff of the Board of Works, but we have not stood, 
upon that technicality at all and we have always, when- 
ever the services of the Board of Works engineers were- 
available when their proper work was done, considered 
that they might be used for the purposes of the Board of 
Control. 

14852. They might be and have been 7 — And have been.. 

14863. (Mr. KHlich.) It is very difficult to imagine- 
that they could ever be short of water because from the- 
return they seem to have an enormously excessive supply 7- 
— Yes. 

14854. It is 392,000,000 oubio feet according to the- 
Eetnm of 1898 ?— Yea. 

14855. It is really a question therefore of their making 
proper arrmigements or having proper organisation for 
keeping up the level of the different pools 7 — And in- 
sisting that their staff shall do it, and that some officer 
of theirs shall be responsible for seeing that it is done. 

148o6. [Mr. Snenoden.) You heard the statement 
made by the previous -witness to the effect that in the 
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absence of com])laints from the Board of Control the com- 
pany was justified in assuming that they were keeping the 
canal in a state satisfactory to the Board of Control ? — 

I think Mr. Nugent referred to the Board of Trade. 

14857. Not the Board of Control ? — He also mentioned 
the Board of Control, but ao far as the Board of Control 
is concerned, I think the statement I have read shows 
that constant pressure has been put on the company by 
the Board of Control, in order to get Major Marindin’s 
recommendations carried out. 

14868. {Mr. Griffith.) Looking back on the formation 
of the Board of Control with onr present light, we cannot 
consider it an efficient method of controlling the canal 
unless the Board of Works had existed ? — That is to 
say, unless the Board of Works had existed you could not 
have got five men to devote themselves to the work of the 
Board of Control without fee or reward and without any 
. staff. 

i 14859. Therefore but for the intervention of the Board 

I of Works for the good of the country, so to speak, we should 

! have had no control, good, bad or indifferent, over this 

; canal ?— -No, we should have no means of exercising the 

control. 

14860. I think provision is made in the Act tor (quarterly 
; reports by the Midland Great Western ? — Yes. 

14861. Can you give an idea of the class of report 
which Is made ? Is it a general statement that the canal 
has been rriaintained ? — No. it is a statement in detail 
of the works and repairs that have been done and are 
proposed to bo done. 

14862. And as to the condition of the canal ? — Not the 
general condition. 

14863. Chiefly in reference to works that have been 
promised to be done or have been required to be done ? — 
Yes. 

14864. {Mr. Waldron.) Is there no fund out of which 
an engineer could be paid because it might chance that all 
the Board of Control members were outside the Board of 
Works ? — There is a fund of £5,000 odd, and if the Board 
of Control had to exercise their powers of doing the work 
, themselves, and had to put a staff in to do it, then I think 

the payment of the engineer for that specific purpose, 
and on that specific occasion would be a proper charge 
against the fund, but according to the opinion of the law 
adviser of 1878 there is no power to pay a permanent 
officer, superintendent or engineer in the Board of Control. 

14865. So that supposing the Board of Control did. 
send an engineer to inspect the canal and he found there 
was nothing required, there would he no means of paying 
him although it might occupy a fortoight’s investigation ? 
—No. 

14866. I take it that, if he had to order works, then 
that could be paid out of the £5,000, including the payment 
for his own services 1 — Not i^eas the Board of Control 
did the works. 

14867. It is very complicated ? — Perhaps I might 
refer to my evidence to show that we have not stood on 
technicalities, but we employed Mr. Mitchell, the canal 
expert, to report on the Royal Canal for us, and we did 
that out of the general fimds of the Board of Works. 

14S68. {Mr. Davison.) But if the Board of Control 
entered on the canal and did works, they would get that 
i money hack from the railway company, would they not ? 

! —Yes. 

14869. (ilfr. Waldron.) Wliere is that £5,000 — in whoso 
actual custody ? — It is in the name of the Treasury 
I Romembranoer, I think — the Assistant Paymaster-Genersl. 

1 14870. Earmarked for this purpose ? — Yes. 

I 14871. What is done with the income of it ! — It is paid 

; to the company. 

; 14872. Suppose works were requited which exhausted 

I the whole fund, what would happen then t — The company 

' would immediately have to fill up the ftmd to the same 

extent, and so ad infinitnm. 

. 14873. So that the Board of Control might practically 
every month call on the Midland Great Western to pay 
\ in £6,000 if it was required ?— They would have to be 

[ convinced of the necessity of it. 


14874. {Mr. Firfan.) Am I right in assuming that the Mr. Qeo. A, 
Board of Control is really the statutory authority for Stevenson, 
informing the railway company of any neglect 5 — Yes. M.V.O., 

14875. It is really the body !— Yes. sioner/or 

14876. So that Mr. Nugent’s answer tliat no complaints 
had come fiom the Board of Trade does not really amount 
to much, because the Board of Trade is not the authority ’ ’ 
to make the complaints ? — No, but it might amount to 6 Ocf. 1906. 
this, that in the minds of people in the country, who do — 
not know of the existence of the Board of Control, it is 
more natural to address a complaint to the Board of Trade ; 
they know the Board of Trade and they might write a 
letter to the Board of Trade, and the Board of Trade 
would pass it on, although the letter might perhaps 
more properly have been directed to the Board of Control. 

14877. That is not quite my point; I am speaking 
from the standpoint of the Midland Directors ; they have 
received according to your evidence since General Hutchin- 
son’s report, complaints, one might almost say weekly, 
certainly frequently ? — Frequently, 

14878. So that the answer that they were justified in 
assuming they were giving satisfaction because no com- 
plaints came from the Board of Trade does really not 
amount to much ? — No, it does not. 

14879. Therefore there is substantial conflict between 
the evidence you give concerning complaints and the- 
answer of Mr. Nugent concerning complaints ? — Yes. 

14880. (Mr. Snoteden.) In searching the records of 
the canal company, did you come across any documents- 
that threw light on the origin of that clause in the Railway 
Act as to the desirability of the railway and canal being 
worked under one management ? — No, I could find nO'- 
documents about that. 

14881. Nor anything that would throw light as tO’ 
whether the negotiations between the canal company 
and the prospective railway company began prior to the 
promotion of the Railway Bill ? — No, I have no facts about 
that. 

14882. Neither do you know how far the personnel of ' 
the shareholders of the canal company and of the new rail- 
way company were one and the same ? — No. 

14883. (Chairman.) There are a few questions the Com- - 
mission would like to ask you on other subjects. Perhaps 
you were present when a complaint was made on behalf 
of the Grand Canal Company that the Board of Works 
charged to them for their traffic upon the Shannon the- 
maximum rates instead of giving them a through rate ;; 
are you able to answer that 3Joint t — The point, I believe, - 
is this. Before the general Railway and Canal Traffic Act TWiffeAcl, 
of 1888 came into force, we had special statutory tolls on 
the Shannon. When that Act was being applied to every 
canal company, they were required to lay before the 
investigator of the Board of Trade a proposed schedule, 
and we put in a schedule which fairly represented what we 
thought the minimum on which we could tvork. I should 
explain that the Shannon Navigation is worked out of a 
separate fund and is not maintained out of votes of Parlia- 
ment ; it is entirely maintained out of the receipts front 
tolls and from certain properties, such as surplus lands. 

So far as we are concerned, if that revenue were not suffi- 
cient to maintain the works, the navigation would run the • 
task of being closed unless Parliament came to its assist- 
ance by gi-ving grants in aid. Onr business is to maintain 
it out of the receipts. We then satisfied Committees of 
the House of Commons and the House of Lords that certaii> 
tolls in that schedule were reasonable and they give us . 
those tolls, and they also said on our representation that-- 
if we wanted to increase those tolls beyond the maximum 
it would be possible for us to do so with the consent of 
the Treasury. We have never gone to the Treasuiy for 
any increase of these tolls ; we are only charging the 
tolls authorised by the schedules in the various Acts 
passed after the Rmlway and Canal Traffic Act of 1888. Did. 

14884. (Mr. Xemna?U.) Was there a nitnimum rate as 
well as a maximum rate talked about ? — We charge the 
maximum rate, bcause that is what we were charging and. 
the one without which we could not get along. 

14885. {Chairman.) So far as the evidence we have 
received in England goes, it seems to be the practice, when 
there is through traffic from one canal company’s domain 
on to another, that a rate is adjusted between the two 
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and les^ than the maximum rate is, as a ruJe, charged as 
part of the through rate. Do you never go below your 
m.isimuui in order to enable, for instance, the Grand Canal 
Company to quote a through rate to Limerick ? — For 
several year.^ we gave a reduction of 3d., per ton on porter 
to the Grand Canal, on the assurance from them that they 
were engaged in competition nith the railway company 
and that they had had to reduce their rates, I think, to 
10s. a ton. That 3d. in the ton amounts to about 25 per 
cent, of the toU we receive. Our toll is Is. OJd., I thirrk. 
That rebate was paid continuously fo: some years imt.i1 
some doubts arose in our mind as to whether the active 
competition with the railway company still existed. The 
Company assured us that it did, but we afterwards had 
reason to believe that the rate had been raised from 10s,, 
on which the 3d. rebate had been allowed ; we asked 
for information on that point and as the assurance was 
not forthcoming that the rate was still 10s., we had no 
authority to continue the rebate and it was discontinued 
last year. 

14886. You have no further answer to give to the com- 
plaint ? — iNo. I should explain that we are not a carrying 
company, we only deal -nibh the tolls payable by the 
bye-trader. The bye-trader may give any through rate 
be likes. 

148S7. This was the case of a carrying company, the 
Grand Canal Company carrying themselves, complaining 
of your charging them, as a part of the thjough rate they 
have to quote to their customers, the maximum rate o'f 
toll ? — Yes. Whenever the revenue of the Shannon 
Navigation admits of a reduction of the tolls, we will 
reduce them, but as long as we cannot cut our expenses 
down we caimot make any reduction. 

14S8S. Does not the reduction of tolls sometimes lead to 
an increase of traffic t — It depends on what the arrange- 
ments are between competing companies. 

14889, That would not be a sufficient answer in itself; 
we should not be satisfied with that answer from an 
English canal company who were declining to enter into 
-an arrangement for a through rate. A through rate in 
England is often composed of several links, we will say 
five links, and four of those links may agree to give a 
reduced toll in order to enable a through rate to be quoted 
while the fifth link stands out. That seems to me to be 
•often unwise as tending to discourage and, therefore, 

to reduce the amount of the through traffic ? Well, as 

I say, we have to maintain our navigation. If the Grand 
Canal Company, or any of the other traders, could satisfy 
u« that in ail probahillfy a considerable increase of tonnage 
would arise from a reduced rate, that would he a diflerent 
thing, but, if the reduction in our tolls is simply to mean 
that the shareholders of the Grand Canal Company are 
going to get an improved dividend, I see no benefit to 
the consumer. 

14890. It is understood that if the Grand Canal Com- 
pany could shew you that their traffic Is hampered and 
that traffic is lost owing to your charging the maximuin 

tolls, then you would be prepared to give a rebate ? We 

would be prepared to consider it ; I -will not co further 
than that. 

14891. We have seen for ourselves one of the locks 
below Killaloe and we have had evidence about the other 
locks. I suppose, as the body controlling the Shaimon 
Navigation, you would think it a very desirable thing to 
make those locks as large as some of the looks higher up 
so as to have a certain uniformity ? — I think there would 
be no justification for making the locks on the Limerick 
Na-rigation, and I am not sure that it would be physically 
possible, of the size of the Victoria Lock which you saw. 

14892. Not an exceptional lock ; there is one lock that 
is exceptionally large but the other locks are much larger 

than the locks on the Limerick Canal, are they not ? 

'There is one lock on the Limerick Canal larger than the 
others, I believe, but there is no lock on the Limerick 
Canal the small size of which prevents any boat trading 
•on the Grand Canal from going down to Limerick. The 
bulk of the traffic on the Limerick Navigation comes from 
the Grand Canal and all boats used by the Grand Cana! 
Company can go through our locks on the T,iTT^Pr^,^v 
Navigation ; in other words, the miniiiniim look on the 
Limerick Navigation is larger than the minirmiTr) lock on 
the Grand Cari^ 


14893. I was not speaking from the point of view of the 
Grand Canal at all; I was speaking from the point of 
view of the developing traffic from the Port of Limerick 
up the Shannon. From that point of view, is it or is it 
not desirable in your judgment to have larger locks than 
those which apparently throttle the traffic below Killaloe ? 

— I think it would be desirable to have larger locks if 
the probable traffic and revenue from tolls would justify, 
even to any considerable extent, the immense expenditure 
which it would involve, 

14894. When you say “ immense expenditure,” has 
any estimate been made of what it would cost to enlarge 
those looks to be similar to the other locks higher up ou 

the Shannon, not including tie very large lock ws saw ? 

No, I have no figures, but I could easily have an estimate 
made by our engineer. 

14895. I think it would be desirable that your engineer 
should inform us what it would cost to alter these looks 
below Killaloe so as to introduce something like uni- 
formity ? — I will have that done. 

14896. Could you give us at all the history of that Viotorii 
Victoria Look — why it was made of that exceptional Lock, 
size ? — That was before the introduction for general trade 
purposes of screw steamers ; the boats that then traded 
on the Shannon were paddle steamers, and there were, 
for inland navigation, some very large passenger steamers 
running on the Shannon from Killaloe up to Athlone, 
which I believe carried considerable numbers of emigrants 
going to Galway. I understand it ■was in order to accom- 
modate these largish paddle-boats that these big locks 
on the Shannon were built, That necessitated the steamers 
being built on the Shannon itself ; they could not come 
up through the Limerick Canal and the steamers had 
therefore to be built on the Shannon above the looks. 

14897. {Sir John Dorington.) They were not required 
to go do'nm to Limerick ? — No. 

14898. (Chairman.) With respect to Limerick itself, 
do you think that the traffic on the Shannon is L'mited in 
amount by the fact that the communication is so had 
between the end of the Limerick Canal above the tidal 
lock and the Port of Limerick ? — I have no doubt that 
if there were easy communication from the tidal water, 
irom the sea dock at Limerick, traffic in grain and perhaps 
in coal and other heavy goods would be facilitated up 
the Shsnnon, but it would probably displace other similar 
traffic from other places. 

14899. Did yon hear the evidence we received yesterday 
f.s to the cost of carting grain and cool, which has to go 
up the Shannon from the port of Limerick to a point 
above the tidal dock ? — No, I did not hear that. 

14900. The expense of Is. Cd, a ton, besides the ex- 
pense of putting the coal into the carts from the ships 
at the port and then putting it from the carts again into 
the boats, would be a very serious item in the cost of coal 
delivered up the Shannon? — From Limerick, but of 
course the Shannon can be supplied from other sources ; 

Dublin is not very far from Athlone, for instance. 

14901. Might not coal be delivered very cheaply up 
the Shannon if there was proper water communication ? 

— I do not know how the sea-borne rates would compare 
as between Dublin and Limerick. 

14902. There is only Is. a ton difference, and then 
comes in this Is. 6d. and the breakage of the coaL You 
have not seriously considered the importance of wnWin g 
that improvement at Limerick ? — No, it has been before Improreraet: 
us of course, but we have never seen any reasonable Linieikli. 
probability that we would have the funds to make the 
improvement. 

14903. But, if funds were available to make it, would 
not diat be one of the greatest improvements that could 
be made upon that fine navigation of the Shannon ? — 

Subject to the limit that you should not expend capital 
in excess of the reasonable requirements of the traffic ; 
if the cost was very heavy and the traffic was not going 
to be heavy, it seems a doubtful expenditure. 

14904. (Mr. DortsoTi.) You derive most of your revenue 
from tolls, do you not ?— I think about one-half to three- 
fifths. 

14906. You ha've not to pay a dividend ? No. 
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14906. So that your object is to get sufficient money 
to keep the u-orks in order and to do the necessary repairs 1 
— Yes. 

14907. Yon find that for that purpose you have to 
keep your rates as they are at present ? — Yes. 

14908. (Sir Francis Hoptaood.) With regard to the 
future, I gather that you preserve an open mind upon 
all these questions, and that you think each case should 
be considered on its merits, probably by the central 
authority to -which Sir Horace Plunkett referred yester- 
day ? I did not hear Sir Horace’s evidence as to the 

central authority he contemplated. 

14909. We have not heard much about derelict canals, 
and I -wanted to ask you whether you had ever heard of 
the Woodford Canal ? — Not by that name ; will you tell 
me exactly where it is ? 

riillin-uuore 14910. I understand it was constructed to connect 
ir,.l liidlr- Lough Erne with the Shannon ? — Then probably the 
iiiincl ' name by which it is better known is that of the Ballina- 
Caiiiil. more and Ballyconnel Canal. 

14911. That is what I suspected. Is that a derelict 
canal ? — It is, in the sense that it is not used for naviga- 
tion ; it was a canal built for the joint purposes of arterial 
drainage and navigation. As an arterial drain it is 
still there and effective and useful, but os a navigation 
it has ceased to be used. 

14912. Do you happen to know -when it was huUt ? 
— It was built between 1846andl859, atacostof £228,652, 
of which £30,000 -was repaid by the adjoining counties. 

14913. Then is there still a rate upon the Baronies T 
— No, the whole debt — the £30,000 — has been discharged. 

14914. Can you say whether the Ballinamore and 
Ballyconnell is a canal which should be resuscitated for 
navigation purposes 1 — I can only give you the esperienco 
of the past when it was open, that there was so little 
traffic on it, practically nothing, that the managing 
committee appointed by the neighbouring counties refused 
absolutely to keep it going. 

14915. Yes, but it looks to me, from an examina.tic«ii 
of the map, as if it ought to form a connecting link in a. 
a through route up to Lough Erne ? — To where ? 

14D16. Belfast ? — From Belfast to what place 1 

14917. Through to Lough Ree, Lough Derg and Lixs^t 
Allen. You think not ? — I cannot see who is interested! 
in having a through route from Belfast to Limerick, c*- 
-what sort of -ti’affie it -would be that would origiDate 
at Belfast and terminate at Limerick. Limerick is a 
port, and everything that can oome into Belfast can «wna 
into Limerick without going through some hundreds o£ 
miles of canal in order to get to Limerick from Bel&st. 

14918. We have had some evidence before us that 
there was likely to be traffic to and from the intervMiing 
districts ?— From Belfast on the one hand and Limwiek. 
on the other ? 

14919. Yes ?— Might I ask what the nature of the 
traffic indicated was ? 

14920. Miscellaneous traffic ? — I have no doubt some 
would go, but whether it would be enough to keep the 
canal open is another question. 

I-wl of tkf 14921. I do not -wish to press you -with regard to the 
Uoi/tit Com- merits of what I call the Woodford Canal ; I only wanted 
i’isi'ort to know what it was, where it was, and what its prospects 

<timuled to were 1 You will find all the information about it on pages 

15 10 Qf Lord Monek’s Report on the Inland Naviga- 

Commission of 1882. 

14922. Shall I also findanything there about the Ulster 
'-muis J— Yes, but that is only 1882, and a good deal 

Coleraine happened to the Ulster Canal since 1882. 

14923. The Ulster Canal is practically dry ’—That is 
‘'’*2^3^73] aot the case. 

“'•Til, . . . . T 

14924. (Chairman.) Above Clones it is, is it not 7 — I 
believe it is not worked beyond Clones. 


14925. With respect to this traffic, it may very well Mr. tiw. A. 
be argued that it is not important to have a through Uteixnnon, 
communication from one seaport to another, and j'et -V-F-O., 
that through communication may be of great use became si^ncr‘%r 
it connects each of these seaports with a great deal of ^Pablk 
intervening country. We have three through rates in ir'sj-fo, 
England connecting Liverpool with the Humber, and the Ireland. 

evidence is that there is very little through traffic from 

Liverpool to the Humber or from the Humber to Liver- 6 0‘-t. 190(>. 
pool, but each of these routes is of great use in connecting 
the Humber with the intervening country, and Liverpool 
with the intervening country ? — Yes, but the districts 
are so different in character ; there is practically no 
population here. 

14926. I wanted you to consider. You seem to be Traffic 
considering only the question of traffic from Belfast to between 
Limerick or from Limerick to Belfast. Would it not be Belfast and 
well to consider the question of al! the intervening country, Limerlek. 
and whether it would not be benefited by ha-ving a through 
route on the one hand to Belfast and on the other hand to 
Limeriok 7 — Well, I see very little advantage to arise 
from it, having regard to the very sparse population and 
the nature of the industries. 

14927. Is not one of the objects which all these enquiries 
which ate going on in Ireland have in -view to promote 
industries and to check the decrease of population 7 Are 
we not to look to a bet-ter future than the melancholy 
past ?— -We may all hope that industries -will arise snffieient 
to justify the building of additional canals. 

14928. Your evidence tends to show that yon would • 
not be hopeful as to a peooniary return in the form of 
traffic from that intervening district either to Belfast 
ot to Limeriok ? — Yes, having regard to the extent of the , 
gi»pvilatiea, and the possible industries in the districts. 

14929. {Lori Bmssey.) I -would like to ask whether, 

Sn view «f this intenfs^ate traffic which is under con- 
templaJtion, you have the belief that the canal, if con- 
«truoted, would oflEer -saperior f aoilitiea to those which have 
been joavided by wsflinary roads -with motors thereon 7— In 
fthat particular district which has just been mentioned, 

•there ils a light ujulway which practically covers the 
•distskft of this canal ; there is a three-foot narrow gauge 
Tailway connecfaig with the Great Northern Railway at 
Bekacbet, and traversing the district of this Ballinamore 
and Ballyconttfill Canal down to a -place called Dromoii. 
whne it makes a junction with the Midland Great Westac 
£aiiWu.y. It sta^ from the town of Belturbet at the 
head of Xioogh iBrne, and proceeds throagh Baliinamore 
-andfliirough Ballyconnell down to a place called Drom«l. 

• ontle MidlandtGreat Western Railway just below Carriok~ 
on.Skannon. IDromod is on Ihe line between Longford' 

.an£ Sligo. 

dfiSSO. Isifltfit & light railway of recent construction 7 

Tt 'TOa built, E think, in the year 1886 under the special 
powers of the Tram-roys and Public Companies Act of 
I18S&, which aoUiorised localities to guarantee dividends 
.on Ahe stock <of companies fmxaed for the purpose of 
.prcdLOting th£ts railways. 

114931. Has that railway been found valuable for the 
idklmots servoi 7 — Extremely valuable ; it gives access 
iorT&is district to two main railway lines, one the Jlidland 
■Great Westetna running to Dublin at Dromod and the 
•other the Great Northern Rnil-way at Belturbet. 

I48J2. And it is very much used 7 — For a railway of its 
olasa. It has aiio, I anonld mention, a branch line which 
xuns to a place called Drumshambo, which you will see 
at the foot of Lough Erne, practically at the head waters 
of the Cannon. 

14933. Assuming that further transportation facilities 
were desirable on tire line which would bo followed by the 
inland waterway leading from Limerick to Belfast, are 
you of opinion that light laUways or roads worked with 
motor cars would be more adapted to the requirements 
than a canal 7 — 1 think that the facilities given by a 
railway such as I have described, this Cavan and Leitrim 
railway, are much greater than could be aSorded by 
ex-creating the connection between the Shannon and 
Lough Erne by water, and you would also have to consider 
that this railway has been built at the expense of the 
localities who have guaranteed a dividend of 6 per cent. 
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of which the Treasury pays 2, ob more than £200,000 of 
capital. Any trafQo that you would get on this connecting 
canal would in all prohability be taken from that railway. 

14934. Do you think that the localities concerned 
would be more ready to contribute in whole or in part 
to the cost of the development of transportation by light 
railway or road than to the construction of canals ? — I am 
afraid that at the present time there is very little pro- 
bability of getting any contribution locally in aid of the 
construction of canals ; that is to say, the people have 
undertaken so many liabilities for railways and other 
public works, and have so many claims made upon them 
in the way of public health Acts that you are not likely 


to get substantial assistance from the rates in aid of new 
schemes for transport. 

14935. Would they be disposed to give their assistance 

for the construction of roads if they were required ? I 

can only say that I understand from the papers that 
where motor services wore proposed to be inaugurated the 
idea had to be abandoned because the localities would 
not go to the expense, which was a %'ery heavy one, of 
improving the roads up to the standard necessary for 
heavymotorvehicles. Thatis theschemeof Lord Iveagh 
and Lord Pirrie. 

The Witness toilhdreic. 

The Commission adjourned. 
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Sir John Wilson, Bart. I 

J. F. Remnant, Esq., M.P. 

Pbiup Snowden, Esq., M.P. | 


Hehky Vivian, Esq„ M.P. 

L. A. Waldron, Esq.. M.P. 

,R. C. H. Davison, Esq. 

J. P. Gmebith, Esq. 

H. P. Killick, Esq. 

JI. J. MmcH, Esq. 

W. B. Doteield, Esq. {Secretary). 

R. B. Dtowoody, Esq. {Assistant Secretary). 


^'itncases ; Zlr. H. V. Morony, 2Ir. E. J. Long, Mr. H. Lefray. 


h&. H. V. Mobony, called inj and Examined. 


Mr. H. V. 14936. {Chairman.) You are an Associate Member of 
Morumj, the Institution of Civil Engineers? — Yes. 

^ 14937. And are Engineer to the Port and Harbour of 

Marlour Lmenck ?— Yes. 

Engineer, 14938. What is the first point that yon wish to bring 
before the Commismon ? — The first point, as far as the 
8 Oei 1996 “ concerned, is to try and facilitate the navigation 

' between the present canal tidal lock and the Port of 

Facilities for Limerick. 

Limerick. . 7°“ ®P«ak of the canal tidal lock, that 

is the termination of the navigation of the Shannon and 
the canal which connecte the Shannon with Limerick J 
—Yea. 


14940. What is the distance between the dock, that 

is the Port of Limerick, and this canal lock ? About 

5,900 feet. 

14941. I have it on your proof 6,870 ?— There is a 
mistake of a 1,000 feet there. 

14942. What is the effect upon water communication 
"between the Boating dock and the canal of the difficulties 
that are encountered by barges in navigating this dis- 
tance; doee it practically prevent communication? 

The floods in the Shannon and the height of the bridges 
at certain tides. 

14943. What is the effect ? You will see in the first 
paragraph yon state the effect of that ? — The difficulties 
as I say practically prohibit all direct water communica- 
tioa between the ca^ and the floating dock. 

Ditfienlties. 14944. Now will you tell ua to what these difficulties 
are due ? — First., to the heavy current that enters the 
canal in the tidal portion below the tidal lock from the 
Abbey River, and to the want of head room at high 
water underneath the bridges. 

14945. Which bridges are those ? Balls Bridge and 
Mathew Bridge ?— That is so. 


14946. Is there also a difficulty in the shallowness of 
the river bed between the canal entrance and the tidal 
lock ’—Yes, the canal bed is higher than the tidal look. 

14947. Can yon give the measurement of the largest 
barge on the canal ? — The largest barge, I believe, is 71 
feet 3 inches. 

14948. By ?— By 15 feet by 8 feet inches. 

14949. What is the mean loaded draught ? 4 feet 

8 inches. 


itBou. Ann tne iree-boaxd ? — 3 feet 6 inches. 

149.'il. How much headway will such a boat require 
^ informed about 

8 feet 6 inches. 

14952. Do you think that as much as 10 feet headway 
ought to he allowed for ?— 1 provide 10 feet to allow for 
contingencies. 

14953. Now will, you give a statement to show that 
there is not that headway except under curtain eirenm- Insuffic;i 
stances ?— I have here the levels of the soffits of the Headw 
bndgM and taking Balls Bridge above ordnance datum 
Its reduced level is 25-61. 

reduced level of the soffit 
of Balls Bridge is 26-61 ?— Yes. 

14955. And Mathew Bridge ?— Mathew Bridge is 26'34 
a httle lower. ’ 

I deduct 10 feet from 
the soffit of Ba^ Bndge it would give me a reduced level 
of 15 61, and that reduced level would then be the maxi- 
mum of the water level at which suoh a barge could pass. 

14957. Then I would like you to keep to the ordnance 
c^tum if you please— leave out the Admiralty datum, 

It wo^d ma^ rt simpler; will you give us your ealoula- 
tioD as to the headroom ?— Taking the soffit of Balls 
Bndge as I stated at 25-81 the ordnance high 
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■n-ater of noap tides would be 13-78. The diSerence 
would be 11-83 feet in that ease. That would be tho 
headroom at neap tides, and therefore at neap tides such 
a barge I think would have headroom enough. 

1495S. Now take the case of high water spring tides ? 

At high water spring tides you would have 25-61 again 
for the soffit of the arch and tho ordnance spring tide 
would bo 18'36 feet. 

14959. How much does that give of hoadvoom ? That 

would give you 7 feet 3 inches, 7"25 feet. 

14960. And tho bai-ge requires 10 feet ? — Tes, or it 
cannot pass. 

14961. It cannot pass for some considerable time before 
or after high water spring, is that so ? — That is so. 

14902. Now will you deal with other levels ? — Still 
taking Balls Bridge and its reduced level of 25-61 I have 
showTi that it is necessary to have a reduced level of 
15-61 to clear the bridge. Now the lower sill of the 
tidal lock is 4-75 reduced level. If to that we add the 
depth of the loaded barge, 4-66, 4 feet 8 inches, we get a 
height of 9-41, say 9J feet, and this woOU be the water 
lino when tho barge was just afloat on tho sill of tho 
tidal lock. 

14063. Will you complete your argument ? I do not 
quite see what you are pointing to ? — From die tidal 
look to Mathew Bridge then the bed of the channel rises 
2 feet. 

14964. You mean 2 feet higher than the look sill ? 

Y^es ; so that if wo add 3 feet to the level to 9-50 we get 
for the water line a reduced level of 12-50. This corres- 
ponds to a cortaiu height on the floating dock which 
it might be necessary to look into afterwards, 17 feet 
5 inches on the sill of the floating dock, practically that 
of high water neap tides, and at tliis height the lock mav 
be o]iened to pass barges, notwithstanding that the bed 
is 2 feet higher Ijelow. If the channel wei-e lowbred by 
this 2 feet the water line for navigation purposes might 
then ho reduced to tho level of 10-60 instead of working 
on or about tho level of high -water neap tides which, I 
understand, is the usual practice at present, and this 
would be some considerabb gain in time. 

14966. What is the conclusion you come to from the 
data you have just given ? — From the foregoing data it 
will he seen that so far as tho barges ore concerned the 
want of headroom is no deterrent to navigation if tho 
barges enter or leave the lock between the water levels 
varying from 12-50 to 15-01, which is the maximum water 
level, or say 3 feet under present conditions. If the 
bed is lowered 2 feet, the corresponding variation in tho 
water level may be 5 feet. 

14960. There is another point to be considered, and 
lii'- that is the effect of the Abbey Biver on the navigation 
below tlio lock ? — At any time it requires a great deal 
of care and judgment to take a boat up or down between 
the lock and tlie bi-Ldgos on account of the strong current 
that prevails there. 

14967. Is that a current which comes down the Abbey 
River ? — That is so, and in time of flood no boat can at- 
tempt the passage at bigb water neap tides. At spring 
tides when tho current is least, of course, the headroom 
at spring tides would ho wanting wlien the current was 
least, and tho passage on an ebbing spring tide would 
be far more difficult than at any other time. 

14908. What is the conclusion you arrive at from all 
these statomouts that you have just given to the Com- 
mission ? — The passage of a boat is confined at present 
to a working level of from, say, 18 inches below high 
water neaps to ISinohes above same in normal fine weather, 
and in time of fiood the passage is simply impracticable. 

14969. Now wiU you explain how a barge leaving the 
Canal for the floating dock fares, and t-ice versa ? — Tak- 
ing the time of high water neaps a barge can only leave 
the lock, as already shown, at about high water neaps. 
By the time that barge would reach the floating dock — 

I am allowing two hours for the passage from the canal 
lock to the floating dock 

14970. Is that a fair allowance — not too much ? — 
Well, I think it would bo very often not enough. The 
dock gat^ would he closed, of course, by the time she 

336—11. 


reaches ; that is the dock gates of tho floating docks ; 
they would be clo.sed at the time, she gets there, and she 
will bo delayed for at least twelve hours until they open 

14971. Then take the case ot the barge leaving the 
dock on neap tides ? — Taking the reverse case, a barge 
is going out of the floating dock for the canal, it is possible 
the dock gates may open a couple of hours before high 
water and if notiiing untoward occurs that barge may 
be able to enter the tidal lock ou the same tide ; I do not 
say “ will ” but “ may bo.” 


Mr. H. r. 

Jforuii n, ( 

A M. I), si. 
C.K., 

Harbour f 
Limerick. 

S Oct. 1906. 


14972. Now take tho time of spring tides ?— At spring 
tides a barge leaving the canal lock at the level of high 
water neap tides, but on a flowing tide, may possibly 
reach the dock gates while tho water has yet 5 feet to 
rise, and then she may be in time to eater the dock. 
On an ebbing spring tide the delay would be the very 
same as at neaps because the dock gates would he closed. 

14973. Now' reverse it ?— Reversing it, a barge leaving 
the floating dock at spring tides wlien the gates open an 
hour or two before high water, may possibly reach and 
enter the tidal lock on the same time, hut the passage 
would be then much more difficult, because tlio current 
encountered at the canal entrauco u-ould be stronger even 
in normal weather, by the time tho barge ai-rived there 
and there would bo rather- less time available. 


14974. What would be the state of affairs with the 
Shaimon in flood ?— With the Shannon in flood, com- 
munication between the docks and the canal would be 
delayed under any circumstances, if not entirely sus- 
pended. 

14975. The recoustruction of the bridges, which I 
understand is advocated by some, would not meet the 
cose ? — I do not think so, because tho nearer a barge left 
to high water springs nt the canal end, the less likely would 
she he to enter the dock gates at tlie other end ; they 
would be closed, and conversely, "n leaving the dock 
about high water springs she would encounter the ebb 
tide of a river in flood at the canal entrance. (The 
Witness esrplained the plan to the siteinbers of the 
Commission.) 

14976. You have explained tho existing difficulties, 
except that I do not think you have stated to the Com- 
mission how tho traffic actually passes. Now owing to 
all these difficulties, is most of the traffic between the 
canal and the dock, and vice versa carried bv carts and 
not by water ? — Y'es. 

14977. \Miat is the distance that is travei-sed ? — Some- 
thing over a mile. 

14978. With the addition of at least Is., as we have 
heard from a previous witness, sometimes considerably 
more than a shilling, per ton. to the cost of ti-ansport ? — 
Yes. 


14979. No-u'as to the means to bo employed to facilitate Iium-ovement 
communication between the fio-nting dock and the canal neceosary, 
tidal lock ? — If tho tidal lock ia to be retained in its 
present position then it will become necessary to control 
the current from the Abbey River first i?f all. 

14989. That is one jilan : how could that he done 7 — I 
think the simplest way to do that would be to erect roller 
sluices — large sluices — at Park Bridge, anti if nt the satm- 
time the building of Park Bridge was t-aiTivd out it would 
bo an advantage, as the present structure doi-s not appear 
to be very stable. 

14081. At wbat time would it be nccossni-y to use these 
roller sluices 7 — I would only propose to use those at the 
time of flood when there would be heavy curi'ents in_the 


14982. WnuU that be practic.ally still u-ater from the 
tidal lock to the Shannon 7 — It would.' 

14983. And it would not interfere with tho waterway 
of the Abbey River for such craft as usually make use of it ? 

—No, I do not think so. 

14984. What ia your estimate for that comparatively K-tiiiiate. 
small improvement ? — I think that the sluices might be 
done for about £5,000 and the new bridge for about £7,000. 

I should say here that I do not know w-hether tlint now- 
bridge would be any part of it, because the sluices could 
be erected -w-ithout touching the bridge. 
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14985. But that would he your estimate, £5,000 for the 
sluices aad £7,000 for the bridge, a total of £12,000 ?— 

14986. Thea there is another alternative ! — Yes, there 
is another alternative that has been sometimes proposed, 
and that is to oonstniot a tidal look just below Mathew 
Bridge. 

14937. That is practically where the canal navigation 
joins the river ?— Yes. 

14988. By the Custom House ? — Yes. 

14089. (Sir John Doringlon.) May I ask you, when the 
tide rises does it Sow under Mathew Bridge and under 
Balls Bridge and then along the Abbey River ? — It does. 

14990. That is the way the current runs ? — Yes, as 
well as up the main channel. 

14991. Of course, as I say, the tide coming up the 
Shannon, the stream comes away and goes under Mathew 
Bridge and under Balls Bridge, and across the face of the 
tidal lock, the canal lock, and then away under Park 
Bridge ? — Yes. 

14992. And that makes a tremendous current in front 
of the tidal lock ? — On the ebbing tide, not on the flow. 

14993. The ebbing tide reverses it and there is a tremen- 
dous rush past the face of the tidal lock ?— Yes, 

14994. (Chairman.) Is it not this way? I think Sir 
John Dorington’s question may have misled you : when 
the tide is actually flowing up does it not mainly flow up 
the main bed of the river under Thomond Bridge ? — Yes, 
that is the main channel, but it also flows up the Abbey 
River at the same time. 


.Iiernative 


14995. The most of the flow when the tide is rising is 
up that channel ?— It is up that channel. 

14996. But it is when the tide is ebbing that a greater 
rush comes down the Abbey River and through the 
channel which you have been describing to these two 
bridges, is it not ? — Precisely so. 

14997. The difficulty is on the ebbing tide and not 
on the flowing tide ?— Yes. 

14998. That U what you wish to say, is it not, that tie 
difficulty is on the ebbing tide a great deal more than on 
ihe flowing tide 1 — Yea. 

14999. We Lad your first alternative and now I was 
asking you about your second alternative ; that is that 
a tidal lock could be constructed below Mathew Bridge. 

Now will you explain what would be necessary ? It 

would be necessary there to build a lock. 

15000. First of all, would you not have to cut off, 
or otherwise control, tie Abbey River ! — Yes, in this 
case it would be also necessary to cut off or control the 
Abbey River. 

15001. And in tie case of both of these proposals 
what would happen ? — Once the barge left the shelter 
of the canal for the docks it would have to encounter 
a very had current at the canal entrance, rather! shou’d 
say at the entrance to the Abbey River— that is below 
tis canil entrance. 

15002. Between the canal entrance and the Welleslev 
Bridge ? — Yes. 

15003. Which is the Wellesley Bridge ? It is the 

1 owest bridge on the river. 

15004. That is what is also called the Sarsfield Bridge, 

15005. On that part of the river a bad current both 
on the ebb and on the flow would be encountered ?— Yes 
there would be, but of courae especially on the ebb. 

15000. What would be lie probable cost of that second 
jiltemative ?— I think the look might be completed for 
4ibout £8,500 and then it would be necessary to put 
-down the sluices at Park Bridge in order to retain^e 
\vater, and that would be £5,000 as before ; then a new 
1‘ark Bridge, £7,000 and then it would be necessary 
to cut off the sewerage which comes into that part of 
the tidal river by intercepting sewers, which mi^t be 
put down at about £4,750 I think ; the total estimate 
at any rate would be about £25,250. 

15007. When you sw the sewers coming into that 
portion are you not meaning the sewers coining in between 
Bulls Bridge and Slathew Bridge ?— I mean It would be 


necessary to out off the sowers which enter from the canal 
look to the‘‘lie-by” at Sarsfield Bridge on the one aide, and 
from Park Bridge do\vn along Sir Harry’s Mall (which is 
shown on the map) along by Balls Bridge, .Mathew 
Bridge and across by the County Court House. It 
would be necessary to eat off those on the east side. 

15008. What would bo the total probable cost ! 

About £25,250. 

15009. Now you have a third method ? — Yes ; it is Third 
practically the revival of a very old scheme, and I think merhoi 
the best scheme if it is the most costly. 

15010. Will you describe it ? — OriginaUy I understand 
that the scheme was to have a half tide dock at the 
Wellesley Bridge, or Sarsfield Bridge as it is called there ; 
it is marked at the place called the “ lie-by.” 

15011. It is the narrow passage between a sort of 
island and the south-east side of the river ?— Yes. At 
that time a retaining wall was to have been built from 
the lock pier to the northern side of the Abbey River, 
leading to the canal entrance, so as to embrace 
this and to convert the space thus enclosed into a floating 
dock with quays as at present, known as Honan’s Quays 
and Arthur’s Quays. I have shown it on the large 
map. 

16012. Which of these three sohemes would you 
personally prefer ? — I would prefer the latter one which 
I would wish to describe to you. 

16013. You think it would make the most direct and 
the easiest communication between the docks and the 
canal ? — Yes. I think you know the question is to bring 
the canal if possible into the docks. 

^ 15014. Or as near the docks as may be necessary ? — 

16015. This point at the “lie-by” la the point at which 
you would particularly wish to bring it ? — Yes. 

15016. Would yon in that way get rid of this im- 
certainty of a barge completing its journey from either 
end on the same tide ? — 1 would. 

15017. And the nearer the entrance of the canal can 
be brought to the entrance of the dock the greeter the 
saving of the time, and the less difficult the navigation 7 

15018. When was this old scheme of which you have 
spoken abandoned ?— It seems to have been abandoned 
at the time of, or some time after the building of the 
Wellesley Bridge ; it may have been abandoned in the 
’thirties or ’forties of the last century, as far as I can make 
out. 

15019. Was that after die building of the floating 
dock ? — Oh no ; it was just previous to the building of 
the floating dock. 

15020. But meanwhile had part of the work been 
carried out ? — Yes, a large portion of this work. 

15021. Will you describe what was carried out ? 

That “ lie-by ” which is shown on the map there, was com- 
pleted, a small dock, and the culverts and the gate recesses, 
and ell the masonry, and the hollow quoins and sills are 

stiO in existence— all to a very small portion of the sills 

and awaiting the erection of the gates. 

15022. The most important of all, the whole of the 

masonry for the half tide lock, was put in ! It was 

put in. 

15023. And the gate recesses, the sills, and a good 
many of the necessary appliances 7— Yes. 

15024. Are they still in existence and re^y for .the ■ 
gates ? — -They are, with the exception of a small portion 

of the aille which were not completed at the time in 

fact the one gate shows the half of the aiUs in and the 
other half not; they abandoned it so suddenly as that. 

15026. Is the maaofiry in good'order ?— Yes. 

15026. In order to complete the scheme what would 
you suggest 7—1 suggest the building of a waE from the 
island pier there, to the northern comer of the ' canal 
entrance, that h to the northern comer of the Abbey 
river. By keeping the top of this waU to a reduced level 
of 18 00 you would nullify the current in the Abhevriver 
and give still water all the way to the tidal lock of the 
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canal. This "would then enable any barge requiring 
less than 7 feet 6 inches of head-room to pass the bridges 
on the top of high water. 

15027. Then you would not need to alter the bridges 7 
—Not in that case. 

16028. How would the ebbing tide return 7— It would 
return by the Abbey river, still leaving sufficient water 
for small craft in the basin thus enclosed. 

15029. You would need a complete system of intercept- 
ing sewers ? — Yes, that would be necessary. 

15030. If this scheme we- carried out, would all the 

difficulties of navigation d e to the currents vanish 7 

They would. 

15031. Would the distance between the docks and the 

canal be reduced as much as is necessary ? As much 

as is possible. 

15032. There would be no need to carry’ on the canal 

actually to the floating dock from the “ lie by ” ? Oh, no ; 

you would interfere with the quays ; you would be 
alongside the quays then. 

16033. Would the boats be able to pass without 
difficulty even in flood time ? — There would be no 
flood then ; you would be along the quays in still water. 

15034. I mean from the “ lie by ” to the floating docks 7 
— From the “ lie by ” to the floating dock you would be in 
tidal still water ; large vessels lie along there at present. 
Those are the quays of Limerick. 

16035. There is no difficulty in the navigation there ? 
— No. 

15038. Can you give an estimate of the probable cost 
of this third scheme 7 — The wall would cost about 
£11,160, and the intercepting sewers, which would be the 
same as before, would cost the same, £4,760 ; in addition 
to that we should have to put up lock gates at the “ lie 
by ” ; I put down £4,000 for that, and about £500 ought 
to complete anything that remains to be done about 
the sills. 

15037. That would make a total of 7— Of £20,410. 

15038. But there would be a set off against that in 

the reclamation which you show on the plan 7 This 

is now describing the scheme that was left unfinished 
by the Government some seventy years ago without the 
reclamation ; the reclamation was not intended at 
that time. Now I go on to describe the reclamation. 

15039. If you please 7 — I propose in addition to that 
to run another wall yet from Honan’s Quay, from the 
comer of the lock entrance at the “ lie by ; it is shown 
on the large map, and I would run that over to what is 
known as “ Francis Street Quay." This would reclaim 
about two and a half acres of a comer of ground fronting 
Arthur’s Quay and Honan’s Quay.'aod this, I think, would 
be very valuable for buildings or stores, or a central depot, 
or may be for manufactories. Then the water along those 
quays would be retained at high-water neap tide or any 
desirable level by the erection of the before-mentioaed 
sluices at Park Bridge, and it would afford admirable 
facilities for the loading and discharging of small vessels 
such as have hitherto used this portion of the harbour. 
I should mention now that the reason I spoke about the 
sluices at ParkBridgeisinorder that, if wanted you could 
have very deep water, you would not require them, I 
think for the water that would be suitable, 8 or 10 feet, 
but if you wanted to keep up 18 to 20 feet of water you 
would require them. 

15040. In that case would you not get into difficulty 
with your bridges 7— Yes, and therefore I leave out that 
part of it 

15041. You leave out the sluices at Park Bridge 7— 
Yes. 

15042. What is your estimate ? — The estimate then 
exclusive of those sluices is £29,630. 

15043. That is after adding how much for the addi- 
tional wall ? — £9,120 for the additional walk 

15044. Can you calculate at all what would be the set 
off in the 2^ acres reclaimed against the expenditure of 
£29,530,7 — I have the figures here. Yon would have to 
deduct out of that 2^ acres of land a roadway 30 feet 
wide — 10 yards wide. That would reduce the acres 


to 10,270 square yards, which would be available for 
buEding or for any other purpose, and if you assume 
that to be set at 2s. a square yard it would be £1,027. 

15045. Then that reclamation would not pay for the 
reclamation wall ? — It would not pay for the wall ; it 
would be a help towards it, because we would have to 
reckon on something to be derived from the tonnage now 
that would be facilitated or brought about by such a 
work, and the saving that there would be on that ton- 
nage over the present system of carting between canal 
and docks or between canal and railway. If we assumed 
that we would have 20,000 tons of additional traffic 
coming and going, that 20,000 tons at 1s. a ton, which 
they pay now for cartage, would mean £1,000 a year. Ii 
you corJd reduce that to one-third of it it would be £338, 
which, added to the £1,027, would more than pay the 
interest at per cent, on a capital of, say, £36,u00. 

15046. You are the harbour engineer ; does the harbour 
authority favour this scheme 7 — The harbour autborit-,’ 
would favour this scheme, anything that would increaso 
the traffic between the canal and the docks. 

15047. Do you think it would largely increase ti.e Pog^ble 
traffic up and down the Shannon ?— I think that that is a effect of 
growing traffic that would be largely increased. improve- 

15048. That would benefit the port and harbour of 
Limerick 7 — That would benefit the port as well as the 

15049. Have you any connection with the city counoE 7 
— No, I have not. 

15050. You are not able to speak on their behalf ? — No. 

15051. The High Sheriff of Limerick is coming, and 
perhaps he will be able to speak 7 — Yes, he told me he 
was to be here. 

15052. Considering what a great advantage this would 
probably be to the City of Limerick, do you think that a 
considerable local contribution would be forthcommg 
towards such an improvement 7 — That is what I could 
not express any opinion on; I think the idea is that this. Local contri- 
being a work that was originally contemplated and aban- butwiis 
don^ by the Government, it would not be unreasonable 
for u8 to hope that they would complete this work origin- 
ally intend^. 

15053. Still the Government might be very much en- 
couraged by the offer of a liberal contribution ? — Of 
course they might ; I am not in a position to say anything 
about that. 

15054. Have yon made any estimate of what it would 
cost to deepen the channel from the tidal lock to its con- 
fluence with the Shannon 7—1 have. 

15055. First of all I suppose I ought to put to you 
that under the last scheme you have mentioned that 
wovEd not be necessary ? — I do not think it would be 
necessary ; you would have lots of water. 

15053. The depth of the channel would be sufficient 
for that scheme 7 — I think so ; in fact I am sure of it. 

15067. Would it be sufficient to enable 100-ton boats 
to pass, supposing the locks on the Shannon were im- Size of boats, 
proved 7 — It would — and larger. I may say that you 
will have at least 8 feet of water in that portion. The 
water would be retained up to about 8 feet deep in the 
lower portion, and some 4 or 6 feet between Mathew 
Bridge and the canal lock. 

15053. But supposing that a different scheme were 
adopted which involved the deepening of the channel, 
what estimate have you made 7— About £4,835 is 
estimate I have made. 

15059. What is the nature of the excavation that- 
wonld have to be made 7 — Some of the channel consists 
of solid rock. 

15060. Is that between Mathew Bridge and BaU's 
Bridge ? — ^Yes. 

15061. Solid rock, boulders and gravel, I see 7 — Yes, 
and actually at the entrance of the Abbey Elver there, 
where the wall passes, you will see the rock is aotuaEy 
shown on the ot^ance map, the bare shelf of rock. 

15062. Between Ball’s Bridge and the tidal look what 
does the bottom appear to be 7 — Apparently boulder 
clay and gravel. 
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15003. Tlie excavation in those materials would be 
4Voroi/‘i, costly ? — Yes, liecause it mieht also involve tlie under- 
J . pinning of the bridge foundations, 

Bnyhuiif lo034. If your scheme were cari'ied out would tl.cra 
i'dyirf'Vi-. be headroom under the bridge? — Save at or close to 
LiMcri"L liigh-wnter spring tides. 


15087. How long does the tide rise at Limerick ?— It 
risei for about five hours amd a half. 

15088. And flows for ? — And falls on the ebb tide 
for about seven and a half hours. 

15089. What height do you propose to put the wall 
which you are going to run across the mouth of the Abbey 
River ?— I was proposing to put it at a reduced level of 
IS'OO feet. 


15066. So that there would be free passage at aU times 
except near high’ water spring tides ? — Except near high 
water spring tides. 

15067. Is there a difficulty about raising the bridges or 
substituting opening spans ? — Well, you cannot very well 
raise the bridges, because already they are too high for 
the traffic above the streets. 

1506S. Owing to the levels of the streets ?— Yes. 
16060. What do you say about the substitution of open- 
ing spans ? — They would be very costly to erect, and you 
would require maintenance of a continual staff forworkiaK 
them. 

15070. Do you think that the road traffic would be more 
obstructed by that than the canal traffic would be bene- 
fited ? — I do decidedly. 

X50T1. Is there anything further you would wish to 
say ? — No, I do not think so. 

15072. (Lori Braesey.) Do you think the probable 
increase of trade would fully warrant the expenditure 
involved in the third scheme ? — Well, it mightnob at this 
moment but I can reasonably hope that in the near 
future it will ; just at this very moment it might not 
quite do it. I think there is no doubt it wiU do it. There 
are a great many sources of traffic rising up there that we 
never dreamed of in former times. 

15073. What is the amount of tonnage entered and 
cleared at the Port of Limerick now ’—About something 
over 200,000 tons, if I remember rightly. 

16074. You think with this improvement the general 
busmess of the port would be considerably stimulated ?— 
1 do not know that this scheme would have any direct 
effect on the imports into the dock as it exists at present 
over emsUng circumstances, but what I sav is that it 
would facibtate the distribution of the stuff now coming 
in, and of course there would be more encouragement for 
f»ople to bring in coal— tliose higher up, more inland— 
If they saw a chance of reasonably getting it up the canal. 

^ 15075. (J/r. Davison.) Would you kindly give me the 
rise at spring tides and also at neap tides ’—The rise is 
about 18 feet 9 inches at spring tides at the floating dock. 

, neaps ’—At neaps the rise is about 13 

feet 6 inches on the sill of the floating dock. 

15077. I notice on the chart that there is about 1 foot 
of water at low water ; the minimum marked on the chart 
is 1 foot ’—At what place ? Up towards the bridge. 

16073. At the bridge.’— Along the quays it would be 
dry at low water. 

■ any boat using the quays 

would, he on the mud ’—They Ua on the mud. ® ^ ^ 

I50S0. Above the point where the Abbey River joins 
th^ain nver there is a weir on the main river Shannon ? 
-^ere ms s there IS not now, but there is a reef of rocks 
o teet high ; there is a water fall there. 

15081 So ttat the tide when flowing up flows up the 
Abbey River firet before it can tep tbe falls ’—Before it 
•goes over those falls. 

15082. Tho tide has to rise 5 feet before it goes up 
•the mam nver above the falls ? — That is so. * ^ 

1508^ So I ptesome yon h™ » grooter donoot op ft, 
Abtaj EiTO ft,n you do up ft. Shmuou on that , 

— ^For a short period of the fide. 

15084. The whole of the tide must flow up the Abbey 
River until it nses 5 feet ? Yes. ‘ ^ 


15086. So that at least for thiee hours vou are gettine 
all the water going up the Abbey River ?— Well, 'the tide 
rises ve^ rapiffiy, the first hour- within the first two 
hours. I have known the tide rise 8 feefin the first hour. 


15090. Is not that the level of high water spring tides ? 

• — Rraotically high water spring tides. 

15091. Are those two bridges you mentioned, Balls 
Bridge and Mathew Bridge, stone bridges ? — Yes, they 
are stone bridges. 

15092. With regard to the proposed sluices, there is * 

no necessity for you to interfere with Park Bridge at all, i 

is there ’ — No necessity, I should say under this last 
scheme. j 

15093. And that might come out of the estimate alto- ! 

gether 1 — It has come out of the estimate'; it is not in { 

the £30,000. I 

15094. {J/r. Griffith.) Is this portion of the river within 
the legal jurisdiction of the Harbour Boai'd ?— I do not 
think so. 

15093. Where is the limit of the harbour of Limerick 
according to your Act ’—That is a thing I have never 
been able to define, but practically we take charge of it 
up to the enh-ance of the Abbey River. 

15096. And do you think that the Harbour Commission- 

ers could expend funds on tliis work ?— I do not think by 
they could. lioani. 

15097. Do you think they -would contribute towards 
this work 7 I can only ask your personal opinion because 
you have no authority to apeak ?— I hardly think they 
bould ; I do not thmk their funds could afford it. 

15098. There is a largo import of grain into your 
floating dock ? — Yes. 

15099. Could you give us the amount approximately 
-There is approximately about 22(1,000 tons per annum 
imported — not of grain, but composed of coal, timber, 
wheat, and maize. 

_ 161C0. Could you not subdivide them ’—I can ; there 
,is 03,000 tons on the average for wheat, and an average 
of 50,000 tons for maize. 

16101. That is 100,000 tons at any rate of grain ?— Yes. 

131C2. Where is that distributed to ’ Tliat is not 
absorbed in Limerick, does it go up the Shannon at 
present, any of it ?— Y'es, some of it. 

15103. It has to be carted across to the canal ?— Yes. 

10104. And in that respect the consumers would be 
more favourably situated if it could be put across the side 
01 the ship lute the barge and token up the river ’— 

Certainly. ^ 

15105. And possibly an. increased traffic would be 
develo^d ; that applies as well to coal, I take it 
Uertoinly. 

15106. (Chdii-man.) 'RTiat is the figure of tlie coal 
.but of the pO,OC10 tons ’-As far as I Ce been able to 
make out there is an average of about 95,000 tons of coal. 

lol07. .(J/r. Griffith.) Praotioally then the bulk of the 
tonnage you have given is coal, wheat, and maize ?— Yes. 

the Island pier 

and the entrance to the Abbey river, it would have to 
be practically a masonry dam ’—Practically. 

15109. What sort of foundation have you ?— A good 
foundation ; you have mostly rock. ® 

tiere would be no difficulty ’—Oh no, f 

I do not think there would be any difficulty. ^ | 

15111. Would you have to construct that in coffer- i 

dams to ensure your work being sound 7— No, I would 
not Bay so. ' ' 

15112. There is no need for that f— I do not think so. ’ 

' I understand you aright to 

say hat about 20.000 tons is now carted acros^So” 
what I mean to say is if we had 20,000 tons we would be 1 
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able to come at interest for that estimate I imagine ; but 
at present as far as I have been able to make out there is 
about 15,000 ton-s I was able to account for tbe other day 
that would be at present available. 

15115. Cai'ted across tlie toTO to the canal ? — Yes. 

15110- There is now 15.000 tons carted across from 
the docks to the canal ? — No, I am wTong — not carted 
across but coming back and forward between canal and 
docks and between docks and canal. That includes an 
item which is prospective but which is there, and which I 
only obtained on Satui-day, and that is the grain, hay, and 
other produce now produced on the Clare slob lands. 

15117. But 15,000 is the inclusive maximum ? — It 
would include that. 

15118. You assume if this improvement is made there 
is a possible 20,000 which might be increased by 6,000 
tons J— I do. 

16119. And you estimate the cost now of the 15,000 
tons at Is. a ton ? — Yes, I think you may put it down at 
that ; some would be more. 

15120. Then yousaid that you thought the improvement 
would possibly economise it by about two-thirds and 
enable it to be carried at one-third of its present cost, Is. ? 
— Yes. 

15121. I did not quite see how you made 4d. on 20,000 
tons work out at a reasonable retura ou £25,000 expendi- 
ture ? — But that included also the value of tlie land that 
w.ts reclaimed ; I put down £1,027 for the value of that 
reclaimed land. 

15122. Yon did not mean £1,000 a year ? — I put down 
■2s, a square yard for ground rent on that place. I look at 
♦t in this way ; if you had a building 60 feet by 30 feet 

15123. May I ask you this question : what land has 
been let within the last twenty years in Limerick at 2fi. 
a yard ground rent ? — I am afcaid none. 

15124. Yrankly, I say, is it quite right to prraent to 
this Commission an estimate of the gain on a piece of 
land at 2s. a yard ground rent when within the last twenty 
years nothing has been let within ten miles of the centre 
«f Limerick at that price or anything approaching it ? 
— I looked at this in this way — that this is land in the 
centre of the city that would he very valuable for the 
purpose I liave put forward here or for a manufactory 
or anything of that sort. 

15125. What manufactory now, or what typo of 
manufactory ! You must have thought this out, or we 
will assume so ? — I am not an authority to speak on 
what manufactory, but there have been several things 
spoken of such as a factory for bootmaking ; supposing 
there was a brewery put on that ground, that has been 
spoken of over and o%’or again, and seeing we get some- 
thing like 15,000 tons of porter down the canal, and 
maybe 4,000 tons of that through the harbour on its 
way westward towards Kilrush, there ought to be some 
chance for a brewery. 

15126. Now as to tho boot factory; is there a boot 
factory in the whole of the United Kingdom from one 
end to tho other on a canal ? — No. 

16127. If a boot factory can bo established why is it 
not established now ? You are not waiting for this 
particular piece of two acres of land that is to let at 
2s. a yard in order to establish a boot factory ? — No, I 
only mention some of the things that are talked of as 
being established in the country and in Limerick. 

15128. You still adhere to your estimate that this 
land would fetch a ground rent of 2s. a yard if it is re- 
claimed ? — I really do not see why if you bring down the 
canal stores and everything there, and workshops in that 
part of the city you could not get 2s. a yard out of it. 
That means about £60 a year for a very small building, 
that is for stores, warehouses, factories, or workshops, 
ito., situated on the water side. 

15129. You think it is worth £1,000 a year; if you 
spend £25,000 and you save 8d. a ton and in addition 
to that you have £1,000 a year revenue from the land 
you save, why do you wish the Government to spend 
the money ? Is it not really a rich thing for your Biarbour 
Board ? — First of all tbe reclaimed land would belong 
to the city and not to the Harbour Board. 


15130. It is immaterial to whom it belongs ; the 
particular interest that it will belong to will have that 
magnificent return ; is that not so ? — I should hope so. 

15131. Then why do you say that your people locally, 
whether it is the Harbour Board or the Corporation or 
any other authority, would not be likely to subscribe to the 
cost of this magnificent investment ? — I do not think 
that their funds would permit it without borrowing powers. 
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15132. We can got over that in Parliament far easier 
than W0 can get you a loan ?— It is a financial question 
on which I would not saj' anything on behalf oven of the 
Harbour Board ; I am dealing simply with the scheme 
as I see it — as it appears to me. 

15133. I am cross-examining you on the scheme ns it c intri- 
appears to you, and as you have presented evidence Imiious. 
about it, and you suggest that these profits are possible. 

Tbon when our Chairman asks you wliethor any of the 
interests concerned locally will contribute one shilling or 
upwards towards the cost of the scheme, you start away 
and say “No.” Now if your figures ore reliable, and 
you are able to convince your fellow-toumsmen that they 
are sound, and they are better able to be convinced, 
because they are on the spot than we are, why is it that 
your people will not contribute one shilling ? It is really 
a good return ; either your figures will not convince them 
or they will. If you do not convince them how do 3mu 
expect to convince us ? — That is quite true. I can only 
state that is my opinion that land would be very valuable 
for certain of these purposes, and we know what is paid 
for storage ground in other places. It is perhaps not 
right to compare Dublin, say, and Limerick, or Liverpool 
and Limerick, but we know what the rent paid for ground 
for Stores in other ports would be. 


15134, At present you have no further borrowing 
powers in Limerick, have you ? — I could not say ; I do 
not know. 


15135. And your rates are what? — I know what tie 
rates are ; they are something about lls. in the £ ; but 
I am not authorised to speak on that. 

15136. {Lord Brasset/.) As a scheme for the improve- 
ment of tho navigation it is not necessary, is it, to make 
tlie quay wall and the reclamation you have been dis- 
cussing ? — No, it is not absolutely necessary to make that, 
but by making it you gain this land. 

15137. The main object of the proposal we have been 
particularly discussing was to reclaim 2J acres of land, 
was it not ? — No, the maiu object we are discussing is 
to facilitate navigation between the canal and the docks. 


15138. I understood that that purpose would be effected 
without making the quay wall ? — So it would, but making 
this quay wall would facilitate it still more. To make 
the scheme workable, as I show here, without that at all 
would cost about £20,000. This would be simply an 
additional facility to the ease with which communication 
might he carried on. 

15139. The communication would be satisfactory in 
your Judgment without the quay wall f — Yes, it will 
answer my purpose. 

15140. {Chairman.) If a scheme were to be carried out 
with or without a local contribution for your £20,000, in 
order to improve the communication between the canal 
and tbe dock, would it not, according to your figures, be 
well worth the while of the city to spend the £9,000 upon 
the quay wall, or upon the wall for the reclamation ? — 

I almost think it would ; I think, no matter what our 
opinion may be about that land in the heart of the city, 
that would be a valuable property. 

15141. {Sir John Dorinffton.) 1 should like to ask a m. . 
question or two about the tide. When your wall is built ^ 
from the Wellesley Bridge to the Hell’s Gate Point, you 
have cut oS the Abbey River absolutely from the River 
Shannon, except so far as the communication is con- 
cerned round the north end of the point ? — Yes, you mean 
to say that the tide would flow in and flow back in the 
same way ? 

15142. The tide would flow in from the northern point ? 

— From up the Shannon. 

15143. From up the Shannon and come down ?— Yes. 
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15144. Then unless you put lock-gates the water be- 
tween. the tidal lock and the lie-by at Wellesley Bridgj 

would be a rising and falling basin, would it nob ? It 

would, but I do not think that would matter, because you 
would still have practically enough water in the upper 
reaches to float the barges, end what harm if they rise 
and fall ? You will have much deeper water down to- 
wards the bridge. 

15145. At any time of the tide ? — Yes ; between the 
entrance to the navigation and the Wellesley Bridge jrou 
would have this diiierence ; viz., the bed of the river at 
Mathew Bridge is 5 feet reduced level, bub the lie-by 
lock ^ is a reduced level of minus 1 -25, so that you 
practically have 6 feet from the lie-by up to Mathew 
Bridge there. 

13146. Do you not think that the Abbey River would 
fill up ; at the present moment it gets the ^t part of the 
flowing tide ! — Yes. 

15147. At the present time the tide flows up the Abbey 
River untU it has risen 5 feet in the main river ? Yes. 

15148. Then it Sow^ in both channels ? Yes. 

15149. When this is done, during the first part of the 
flow, there will be no rise at all in the Abbey River until 
it has risen that 6 feet and run round the north poiat 
of the island and come down again ? — Quite true, bub 


when the tide has risen this five feet it will flow simul- 
taneously up the Abbey river and up the main channel. 

15160. Will not that silt up ?— I suppose it will, to some 
extent. 

15151. Wotild it not be better to put a weir at once 
across and reclaim it ? — No, I hardly think so, because yon 
would have opposition from the few people who use the 
Abbey River at present coming into the canal entrance 
or down the entrance to the Abbey River. 

15152. You think that wiU have to be maintained as a 
floating ohaunel ?— That is what I have been trying to 
do, maintain it, as a floating channel. 

16163. I suppose it will fill up ? — So it would. 

15154. When it has lost the flowing tide ?— It would 
fill up eventually if not scoured, as it might easily be. 

15155. [Chairman.) There is one thing I am not quite 
clear about : do you propose to do away with the present 
tidal lock or to keep it ? — It should be kept, you know, 
because there is a rise there in that look from the tidal 
water up the next reach. 

15166. But you would have no lodt between that and 
the end of the he-by 7—1 would have no lock between 
that and the end of the lie-by. 

'The Witness withdreic. 


Councillor E. J. Long, caUed in ; and Examined. 


(Cer&iin of the Stalemems handed in by Witness are 
printed as Appendix .Vo. 12.) 

15157. [Chairman.) You are High Sheriff of Limerick, 
and managing director of Messrs. E. O’Callaghan & Sons, 
City Tannery, Limerick 7 — Yes. 

15158. Are you head of the establishments at Capel 
Street and Upper Stephen Street Dublin ?— Yes. 

15159. Have you been in your present business about 
thirty years 7 — Yes, about thirty years. 

15100. Wbat is the business 7 — We are the largest tan- 
ners in this conntry, and we receive a good deal of hides 
from ^ parts of the country and distribute leather all 
receive our hides principally from 
the MidlanCB and south, and send leather all over the 
country. 

15161. Do you sometimes use the Grand Canal for 
the transit of these goods ? — Sometimes only. 

15162. Could you use it much more if the rates were 
more favourable?— We could very much more both 
mwards and outwards. 

16163. What is your experience 7- The service on the 
canal is not very rapid ; the manner in which the goods 
^ earned is not very cleanly and the rates are entirely 
too high, m many cases higher than the railway rates. 

15164 men you have the option of using either the 
canal or the railway which do you prefer 7- Usually the 
raflway;_ where the rates ate about the same we use the 
railway m preference. In many cases the canal rates are 
lugher than the taUway. and in that case we always use 
the raUway. Where there ate no railway stations we 
are compelled to use the canal 

15165. Yon li.jo gi™ a. . nanbor of eimpl,, „f 
o»mI 0, ooapnrrf mlh rnllmj. r.ta for lida .opt loo« 

higher 7 — Yes, considerably higher. 

15166. Por ton por ni!. !-Po, ton per mUo, ,luoh I 
consider is the proper way to estimate the rates. 

15167. ^t is so whether the canal route is shorter or 
I consider the canal should carry 
trafflo at a considerably lower rate per ton per mile than 
the railway companies. 

15108. You will probably put in the list yon have given 

, if any membeis of the Commission wish to ask you 
questions ateut particular rates yon can give them, 
Portu^a there is no railway station 7— No ; the canal 
rate there works out about 5d. per ton per mile, which I 
consider very excessive. ^ » cn i 


15169._You think that where there is not railway 
Mmpetition you are overcharged by the canal rate 
That 15 evident. 

15170. Are there a few rates which work out slightly Kates 
lower than the railway rates 7— Yes, the rate to Dublin 
works out at for canal higher than by railway, but there 
are a few rates which work out slightly lower than the 
railway rates, generally about 20 per cent. 

15171. How do the rates on leather work out 7— In 
Bome cases they are dearer by canal than by railway ■ A o. h'. 
for instance, the canal rate on leather to Ballinasloe, which Slxhmiit 
IS only siity-six miles from Limerick, is Sd. per ton per*''® 
mile, white by rail it is only 2gd. per ton per mile. Like- 
wse to Tullamore the rate on leather by canal from 
Limerick works out at 2.[>2d. per ton per mile, while by 
Athlone by canal 2jd. and by 
rail 2id. * j 

15172. There is not much inducement to you to send 
your traffic by canal 7- Very little. 

W173. Can yw give me the rate on leather to Dublin 7 
The rate on leather to Dublin per rail works out at 
2d. pw ton per mite and per canal I^d. per ton per mile. 

But that does not mduoe us to send leather to Dublin by 
canal aMough we send a good deal of leather by rail to 
Dublm from Limerick. 

15174. Why not 7- It takes about three days, I 
to send by canal, and the leather requires to be kept 
tooroughly clean, and I do not think by canal they keep 
It BO clean as they do by rail. 

15175. ^o(te sent by raU from Limerick can be de- 
hvered in Dublm next morning ?-That is so, or some time 
next day. 

tk ^ “15 diOcoIty of gotting Tl.r.n.b 

arongh tote. the md the toilwiy " 

M carnM by canal and the short distance by tail it would 
be only natural to have a through rate between the 
canal and railway company, and tnce versa but we can 
IIT If*" rates from the railway company 

tor traffic over their hue and the canal, nor can we get Siem 
Horn the canal company. “ 

if “aaiderable advantage to Limeriob 

Sov.™“ to to* <&tol.t. 

veifete^fih^w important that canal 

v^elB should load directly from the ocean steamers 7— 
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15179. Would that facilitate busiaess very much ? 

It certainly would make business very much more easy 
than it is traaaacted at present, 

15180. And it would save at least Is. a ton on the 
haulage, as has been described ? — At least Is. 

Wjnt Ilf . 15181. Is the want of cheap internal transit in your 

(ieaplra'jsit. ijpjjjjgjj ^ more pressing need in Ireland than it is in 
England ? — In my opinion it is a very pressing need in 
Ireland. 

16182. Why should you say it was more so in Ireland 
than in England ? — English ports are connected by 
lines of steamers from port to port ; for instance, Liver- 
pool is oonneoted with London and Liverpool with 
Glasgow, and so on j if we want to send stuff from any 
part of England — we do sometimes — to any port, or 
near a port in England or Scotland, we can do so by 
steamers very easily. If I want to send stuff from 
r Limerick to Dublin I am compelled to send it by rail ; 

■ there is no steamer connection between Limerick and 

Dublin. Likewise Belfast — if I want to send stuff to 
1 Belfast I have no means of sending it except by tail, 

I and the railway charges are enormous. 

15183. Do you often wish to send goods or to receive 
goods between Limerick and Belfast ? — ^We do a con- 
siderable trade in Belfast ; as you know, or probably 
you know, the leather trade is not a very heavy trade ; 
it is not heavy like timber or the cement or manure trade, 
but a good deal of very valuable leather is sent here and 
there to many towns. We send a good deal of leather 
to the north of Ireland, to Belfast and Derry and to the 
small towns in Ireland, and if I had steamer communica- 
j tion between Limerick and Belfast I should certainly 

I send my goods that way, as steamer communication is 

' so very much cheaper than railway oommunioation. 

I Therefore to me it is a very pressing need. 

' Cummnnioii- 151S4. Have you considered at all the question of 
' uioktn'fta direct communication by inland waterway between 
EcUbliiiiil Limerick and Belfast? — I have; I have not given it 
LmEnck. very much thought, but I thought of it in connection with 
I my own business. 

; 15185. Do you think there would be any considerable 

I traffic that way if such a communication were opened ? 

— If it affected other people as it affects me it certainly 
ought to be an immense advantage to have Belfast con- 
nected with the Port of Limerick by water. My trade 
is not a very extensive trade, but yet it would be a very 
great benefit to me ; for instance, some of the best raw 
material for the manufacture of leather is to be found 
in Belfast and Dublin. Belfast supplies a great number 
of hides ; they are very well handled hides ; they 
are pari:ioalarIy suited for the class of leather we manu- 
facture, and if we could get a cheap rate from Belfast 
to Limerick we certainly should buy hides in Belfast. 

15186. We have had no demand either on the part of 
Limerick or of Belfast as yet for such water communica- 
tion through from Limerick to Belfast ; if there are other 
traders at Limerick who shared your views, or at Belfast, 
it would be very desirable that they should address a 
memorial or something to us to bring their views before 
i us ? — I think tlie views of the public boards in Limerick 

would be very easily got, and they would certainly be 
expressed if it was thought there would be the least hope 
of providing such communication. I must say we are 
not very full of hope in the south of Ireland with regard 
to what may be done for us. 

15187. Now is the opportunity ; the Commission are 
^ sitting to consider whether certain things should be done, 

and amongst others there is this BalUnamore and Bally- 
eonnell Canal and port of the Ulster Canal in a derelict 
condition ; one of the questions this Commission will 
have to consider is whether it is worth while to make 
that communication efficient — whether there would be 
sufficient trade on the route between Belfast and Limerick 
to Justify it ? — I do not' think the public bodies in Ireland 
understood that the Commission would take evidence 
on that head ; I certainly did not. 

15188. It cannot be too weU known that that is one 
of the points j we were asking questions about it of Mr. 
Stevenson, one of the Commissioners of Works, only on 
Saturday. Apparently the communication now is in 
the form of a light railway, the Cavan and Leitrim Rail- 
way, but there is no water communication in the district 


of which 1 have Just spoken ? — There is a very large Councillor 
district to be served between Belfast and Limerick ; -h’. Lone, 
even if the traffic between the two termini may not be Limerick. 
very large the traffic between the intervening stations „ /-.TTn. a 
ought to be considerable, at all events. ° 

15189. If there are views on that subject held by 
traders in Ireland we should like to have them brought 
before us in some way ? — Wbat district would the pro- 
posed canal run through ? 

15190. You have only to look at the map in order to 
see ? — It strikes me that the Grand Canal seems to be 
so prosperous running between Dublin and Limerick that 
a canal, if it Joined Belfast and Dublin and Dublin and 
Limerick, ought to be a very prosperous undertaking. 

15191. If you will look at Belfast first on that plan 
and carry your eye along the Lagan Canal and the 
Upper Bann Navigation and the Ulster Canal, there is now 
water communication as far as Clones ?— Yea. 

15192. And as I understand from Clones to Carrick-on- 
Shannon there is no water communication at present. 

You see the line of the upper part of the Ulster Canal and 
of the Ballinamore and Ballyoonnell Canal ? — Yes. 

16193. One of the questions raised before this Commission Ballinamore 
is whether it is desirable that the Ballinamore and Baliy- ami 
eonnell Canal and the upper part of the Ulster Canalshould Bnlh conneU 
remain in the derelict condition in which they now are? — Canal. 

— I should think if that canal could be in any way utilised 
for the carrying of coal from the mines there that would be 
an immense advantage to the whole district. 

15194. Now you are speaking of the mines near Lough 
Allen 7 — Yes. 1 understand that the Shannon is siavigable 
there. 

15195. Do you complain that the canals as at present 
used and managed are not of as much use to the country 
as they might be ? — Yes, I am strongly of that opinion. 

15196. To what do you attribute that fact ? — I think 
they are too much in the hands of the railway companies — 
the Grand Canal seems to be in the hands of the Great 
Southern and Western and it is evident that the Royal 
Canal is in the hands of the Midland Great Western. 

15197. Do you think if they were worked really in the 
interests of the districts through which they rim they 
would he much more largely used ? — I do ; when I say 
that I mean that they should be worked so as to give very 
much lower rates than they are giving at present, and if 
possible to give free navigation on the canals. 

15198. You attach importance to their being linked up 
wherever at present^they need linkiag up ? — I do. 

15199. Ate there any particular points which you had in L'-nkin^ up 
your mind when you suggested in your proof that they ^ystJma. 
should be connected wherever possible ? — I had in my 
mind the whole question of internal transit in Ireland; 
it seems so diffiodt to send goods from any one port to 
another, the rates on goods are so very high. I think as 
we have such a fine waterway, for instance, as the Shannon 
connected with the Barrow it ought to be of immense 
advantage to have it connected with the other canals — 
and it ought to be of immense advantage to the Leitrim 
district to have the mines there connected if possible 
with the proposed canal running near that district. 

15200. You said Just now you favoured free navigation ; 
what have you to say on that point ? — If it were possible 
to have free navigation on the canals 1 imagine it would 
be the cheapest possible mode of carrying goods from one 
point to another. I should think agricultural produce 
and machinery, different iron and wood goods, potatoes, 
peat, corn, cement — all classes of agricultural produce — 
should be able to be carried very cheaply by the pro- 
ducers. 1 can quite imagine that if we had free navigation 
on the canals farmers would have their own boats and be 
able to build tbeic own boats, load them themselves, and 
carry their stuff within a reasonable distance with their own 
horses. I should think that is the cheapest possible form 
of transit I can conceive, and if there was such a means of 
communication on the canals here it would be of immense 
benefit to the country. I notice that very little agrioul- 
tnral produce is carried by the canals at present, by the 
Grand Canal, at all events ; I believe its largest traffic 
is carrying porter between Dublin and Limerick. I do 
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Councillor not think that of very great advantage to the country, 
A. J . Long, vhiJe the main industry of the country, agriculture, does 
l uicn cU. gggjy, X 2 [jy all. 

I St)e<. ltKj6. 15201. Is there another reason why farmers might 

" carry more cheaply for themselves owing to their having 

horses ? — That is a reason I think why they can carry 
more cheaply for themselves. 

Adiiiinutra- lod'S. 1 low would you like to see the canals of Irehand 
ailr.iiiiistc-rcd ? — I should think by elected representatives. 
I wi.«\ild like to see them put into a proper state of repair 
lli'st and administered by a board which was comprised 
of elected representatives from important conimercinl 
centres with State control. 

15203. The case for representatives, elected or other- 
wise, would be very much strengthened if local money 
were foithcomining ; is there much chance of local 
contribution t — I do not think so with existing manage- 


152W. 1 am not speaking of existing management, 
I am taking your case. You are proposing that tbore 
should be representatives on the future management 
of canals. Wouldnot the argument for introducing such 
representatives on any boai^ controlling the canals I.e 
much strengthened if local money were forthcoming ? — 
I should think it would be much strengthened. 

15205. Is there much prospect of that? — I tliink so, 
if you could guarantee to the people that there would be 
free navigation — that the rates and charges consequently 
would be very much reduced there would then he some 
temptation to local people to put some money into it ; 
but I think we necessarily must take the condition of the 
country into consideration, and the absence of veiy much 
money even for very much more local enterprises than 
this. 


15206. You reside at Limerick ? — Yes. 

16207. And your business is at Limerick ? — Limerick 
and Dublin and Cork. 

1520S. And you have just supported the proposal of 
the last witness for a considerable expenditure in im- 
proving the water communication between the Port of 
Limerick and rhe Shannon ?— I think that would be very 
desirable. 

15209. Do you think Limerick would be prepared to 
contribute to an expenditure which is so likely laogely 
to benefit Limerick ? — I think reasonable expenditure, 
if you can guarantee that the management would be 
entirely difierent. 

15210. Do you speak at all for the views of the City 
Council on that subject ?— I think so ; the City Council 
can hardly get money enough to pay theii- existine 
liabilities. ® 


15211. The rates are already very high ?— Yes, aud I 
do not think the people could be taxed any more. 

15212. Do you confirm what the last witness said that 
the rates were abont 11a. in the £ ?— Not the municipal 
rates ; they are about 7s. 6d. to 7s. 9d. The Poor Rate 
b? about 2s. 8d. and the Water Rato about Is., and we 
cannot get enough money to put the City of Limerick 
mto a proper sanitary condition from the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

Improvement 15213. Do you. in view of your trade on the Grand Canal 
of Shannon and on the Shannon, think it is of impoitance to alter 
Navigation, the small locks which exist on the canal Ltveea Limerick 
and Ivilkloe, or would you leave them as they are ?— 
TJiat really is a question I have not considered at all ; 1 
should think that would be an expert’s opinion. 

15214. (J/r. Fiiian.) I would only ask whether you 
agree with the last wiiness that in this Limerick sehime 
tile recJaiined land would he worth about £10,000 an 
-f alfaid I could hardly agree with that, but I 
no calculation. 


liave made n 

I. j21.5. 'iou do not think it would be worth that’ 

No, not £10.000 an acre. 

1021C. You beard him say that the ground might 
..e worth 2?. a yard ?_If it works out at £10,000 an wre 
I am afiaid it is rather higli 

J. 52I7. miat would it be worth— £1,000 an acre! 
That would he more like it, would it not ?— I should 
think BO. 


15218. So that instead of being worth an annual 
value of £1,000 it is worth £1,000 altogether ?— I can tell 
you the letting value per foot for building purposes in 
Limerick; it is about 3a. to 4s. per foot in favourite 
districts in the suburbs 

15219. (Mr. Griffitlt.) Frontage foot, not square 
foot ? — Fi-ontage foot. 

15220. IVhat depth ? — I should say about 60 feet. 

15221. (3Ir. riman.) Really you do not support the 

last witness in his estimate on Unit point ? I did not 

calculate ; I made no calculation, aud did not go into 
it at all. ■ ° 


XX-X..1X,. J.UU ixu aupporv snai ngure V— I could not 
support it unless I had made some calculation. 

15223. You said this system would save Is. a ton 
haulage ? — Yes. 

15224. I understood from him the total cost was Is. 
are you to save the whole ? — I say the existing minimurn 
charge is about Is. per ton for cartage 

15225. And the proposal would save Is., so that in 
many casi'S it would savo tlio whole ?— Yes. I suppose 
there would ho some charge for the barges. 

15226. It strikes one ns being strange that you are 
to savo the whole cost by the improvement ?— That is 
merely on haulage, the cai-tage Is. a ton. 

15227. With regard to the local contribution, you are on liulir*™ 
the Limerick Council, and are therefore able to speak 
with more authority than the last witness; you riiini- 
the canal should be put into a state of repair Yes. 

16228. And then would you contribute towards the 
cost ? — That would also depend— 

13K9 A.sume it i, put under proper .dminktiirtien > 

—I should think a small contribution would be made, but 
the condition of the country and the want of raonev 
amongst the people must be taken into account ; you 
cannot get money from where it is not. 

15230. You have to face that fact that if the canals 
are put into a state of repair and handed over to your 
local government to manage, would you then keen them 
up ? — I should think so. 

16281. Do you realise that that is overwhelmingly tlie 
biggest portion of the cost ?— Yes. 

15232. On the Grand Canal, for instance, their total 
revenue is £90,000 and their expenses are £67,000. so that 
the question of interest on capital is a small consideration ? 

—And yet they pay about 6 jicr cent, dividend. 

15233. (Mr. ]}aldron,) It is 3^ per cent. 

15234.^ (Mr. Vhiav.) MTiether it is 5 or 6 per cent, is a 
small point ; my point is that the interest on their capital 
IS o^y a fraction of their charge, but over thi-ee-fourths 
of their revenue goes in working expenses, and if you put 
them m a state of repair you would stiH have those huge 
mrtag usgn«-proW,lr mom ; 1 do not ,»u„u 

that the pubho authorities of Ireland would endeavour 
to get labour cheaper than the Grand Canal does • they 
would probably raise the wages ’—Perhaps so. 

152.3o. So that really the working expenses would more 
than absorb very likely even the small return at present 
given to the Grand Canal on their capital ?— Yos. 

15236. So that the total working expenses would ex- 
ceed the present working expenses including interest on 
capital ?— But my idea is that there should he contribution 
from the Government. 

15237. Which Government ’—Either the Irish or the 
Jsnghsh Government 

,. ^ f*'oni you why you think after 

the Ei^lish Government have put the canals in a state of 
reparp and handed them oi-cr to you free, you have a right 
to come to them again for a contribution towards your 
working expenses ?— Because I tliink the English Govern- 
ment Gives us a lot of money, and I think something should 
be done for a poor country like this. 

- Til® free navigation you advocate 

IS, I ta,ke it, the same as the free roads— without toll ?— 
les, without toll, if possible. 

16240. But they would not be free if there was toll ?— 
i take it so. 
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15241. So that jia the roads are maintained, say, by the 

( counties you uodd propose isAintaining the canals in a 
somewhat similar way ? — That was my idea. 

15242. That is what Mr. Vivian was pressing you on ? 
—Yes, I think they would have to be maintained. 

1 16243. You quoted low railway rates as compared with 

' canal rates ? — Yes. 

16244. Did you ever consider whether those lowrailway 
rates were fixed in consequence of the presence of the 
f canals ? We are acquainted with this fact in England 

that the existence of canals tends to control railway rates 
and keep them doum ? — So I understand. 
i 16245. Do you think these low railway rates you spoke 

of. have been due to the presence of the canals ? — I do 
I not think so — by no means. 

15246. {Mr. Davison.) But you gave us an instance 
where the canal rate was very high owing to the absence 
i of a railway ? — Yes. 

^ 15247. So that a railway keeps down the canal rates 

as well as a canal keeping down the railway rates ? — 
That ought to he the effect, but I do not think it is so in 
all cases ; we have low railway rates where there is no 
canal competition at all. 

. 15248. Could you send your finished goods to your 

customers by slow transit ! — Yes. 

15249. They take them that way ? — Yes. 

15250. There is not any hurry ? — No hurry as a rule. 
15251. How does it come that no steamboats ply be- 
tween the various ports of Ireland, say from Limerick to 
Dublin, Cork and Belfast ? — I should thinlc want of 
sufficient traffic. 

16252. And do you thinlc there would be sufficient 
traffic to send by the canal through the Shannon on by the 
new canal ? — Yes, I think so, because the intervening 
stations at both sides of the canal make the case quite 
different from sending vessels round the eoant where there 
are no stations. 

15253. That would be intermediate traffic which would 
help to keep the navigation going ? — Yes, and besides 
the boats on the canal would be rather small tonnage, 
say forty or fifty tons, whereas a coast-going steamer 
would he 400 or 600 tons. 

15254. And there is not sufficient trade for that 1 — 
No, whereas there would be for the canal traffic. 

15265. (Jlfr. Snouden.) In the cases where the railway 
rates are lower than the canal do you consider that theso 
railway rates are reasonable ? — I do. 

. 15256. You stated that you considered that the Grand 

Canal was in the hands of the Great Southern and Western ; 
, would you mind explaining a little more fully what you 

‘ mean by that statement ? — I mean they control the 

' rates on the canal really, the Great Southern and Western 

control the rates, and that the rates aie fixed by con- 
ference between the two bodies. 

16267. Why should the Grand Canal Company bo so, 
shall I say, ignorant of its oum interests as to have rates 
higher than the railwa\% and by that means permit the 
5 traffic to go to the railway which it otherwise might have '! 

. — If they axe controlled by the railway they have no 

I option but to quote the rate agreed on between the 

railway and them. 

15258. You are a member of the Limerick Corporation ? 
— Yes, and Harbour Board. 

15259. Can you tell us what is the rateable value of 
Limerick ? — About £70,000— a little over. 

15260. On a population of 40,000 ? — A little less than 
40,000. 

i 15261. No wonder your rates are lls. in the £ ? — ^Why ? 

15262. On a rateable value of only 30s. per head for 
the population ?— It is a very old town, and there is 
very little of Limerick modern. 

16263. What is the debt of your town, may I ask — 
what does the town owe ? — I think it is something like 
£80,000 or £90,000 the present debt. 

4 15264. £2 per head of the population ? — I think it is 

t something like that, but I am not quite sure. I could 

easily answer the question if I had a little time. 

i 336— IL 
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15265. Is it a fact — I believ i the statement has been Councillor 
made more than once during the sitting of this Com- E. J. Long, 
mission— that the borrowing powers of the city have Limceklf.’ 
been suspended ? — Practically ; they are by no means — — 
exhausted, because I think we have only about three- ® 

fourths of our borrowing powers put in force, but since 

the Boer War we have been refus^ money by the Local 
Government Board, on one occasion when it was badly 
needed. 

15266. It seems a remarkable thing that a town with 
a rateable value of only 30s. per head of the population 
and a debt of only £2 per head of the population should, 
be refused borrowing powers ; there must be another 
reason for it, I think ? — More than you are astonished ; 
most people are astonished at that, particularly when 
the assets of Limerick City are very fine ; they have 
magnificent assets. We have the gasworks in our own 
hands, the electric lighting in our own hands, and the 
water supply, all of which are highly successful institu- 
tions and yet we arc not allowed to borrow sufficient 
money to put the city into a proper sanitary condition 

15267. You are not aware that the average amount 
of the rateable value per head of the population in Ene- 
land is three times yours ? — I am aware that it is very- 
much higher. 

15268. It seems to me there ought to be a very con- 
siderable unexhausted capacity in the city for contri- 
buting to a desirable and probably remunerative under- 
taking suoh-as is proposed here ? — On what grounds do 
you base that opinion ? 

15269. On the facts I have just brought out in evidence 
that you are only paying on a rateable value of 30s. per 
head of the population, and that you have only interest 
to pay on a debt of £2 ? — Would not the earning pou-er of 
the people very largely enter into that ? 

15270. {Mr. ilfincL) You are satisfied the tolls charged Tolls, 
on the cannls at present are too high ? — I am perfectly 
satisfied on that point. 

15271. And if they wore substantially reduced it 
would be an encouragement to agriculture ? Un- 

doubtedly. 

15272. {Mr. Killich.) You send principally ycaa goods 
to Dublin by railway, as 1 understand ? — Altogether. 

16273. Did I not understand you that the canal rate 
to Dublin was a little lower than the raiUvav rate 1— 

Yes, I think it is. 

15274. Notwithstanding that differential rate yoti 
still use the railway ? — Yes, it is a faster mode of transit, 
and I think they deliver the goods belter than they do 
by canal, and the canal people seem not to be anxious 
at all for traffic, to my mind. 

15275. {Sir John Wilson.) In the course of your evi- 
dence you stated that it was very important for the trade 
of Limerick that you should have through canal com- 
munication between Limerick and Belfast and Dublin 7- 
It would be very important to me, and I am not a very 
large trader between Limerick and Belfast. 

15276. Y’ou stated it was very important in the course 
of your own business ? — Yes. 

15277. What is the total tonnage of your leath^^r 
goods altogether ? — Not at all very great. 

15278. I want to know ; can you put it in figures ? 

I could not ^ve it to you at a moment’s notice ; I could 
make an estimate. 

15279. Could you make an estimate within 2 or 3 
tons ; will it be 200 tons ? — No, it will be more like 50 
tons. 

15280. So that supposing you were getting your goods 
carried for nothing to Belfast, it would not be such a very 
important matter for you to get your goods carried for 
nothing right through to Belfast ? — It would be a very 
important thing in the future because I should develope 
my trade ; I should send ten times or twenty times the 
present amount if I got my goods carried as cheaply as 
I want to get them carried. It is a very small thing that 
takes business from one man to another; sometimes a 
matter of 3d. per ton would take it ? 

P 
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CounciU->r 15281. If you have a. very large tonnage and it expands 
y. Lung, ten times, you could stud a sMpload round from Limerick 
Li mi n rk. to Belfast at something like 4s. a ton ? — I wish I could. 

8 Oct. IfliiO. 15282. I do not think it would he of great importance, 
supposing you were iaereasing your output by ten times ; 
it is not a sufficient reason at all events to advance to 
the Conmission, to make a new canal right through be- 
tween Limerick and Belfast ? — I am only a unit in Limerick. 

15283. There is a saying, “ There is nothing like lea- 
ther,” but I am afraid you will have to come to something 
a little more bulky and a little heavier. You mentioned 
that it would be very important to develop the coal 
near Lough Allen ? — If you will pardou me for referring 
to your last question a little, I commenced by saying that 
leather was not a very large item in commerce, but still 
if it affected me so mucli surely the connection betu-een 
Limerick and Belfast would affect tluase in a much larger 
way of trade than I nm, much more, and be of iomiense 
benefit to the people in the district. 


Develupii 
of Coal 
Traffic. 


15284. Yet taking your oto tonnage we can see it i.s 
nob a very vital thing altogether ?— 1 am only a unit as 
I say, but tlmt u'ould be of immense use to me in the 
future. 

I 15285. You stated also that it would be of considerable 
importance if the rates were reduced, and more par- 
ticularly for the coal which might be developed near 

Lougji Allen ; that is in the county of Leitrim ? Yes, 

that I consider a very important question. 

152S6. At present 7 — ,4t present. 

15287. Do you know the total tonnage produced in 
the county of Leitrim last year 7 — No. 

15288. 1,650 tons altogether last vear?— That is for 
the want of transit facilities ; why should it not be brought 


down to Limorick and distributed on both sides of the 
caual 7 

15289. Is there not plenty of demand nearer hand the 
district for all the coal that would bo wanted ?— I daresay 
the want of cheap rates is preventing the people from 
buying that coal j they cannot deliver it at oeitain stations 
at the proper price. 

16290. What is the rate ; I think you stated it was 
one in the ton on the canal even on leather 7 Yes. 

15291. On coal it would probably be cheaper ; that is 
not a dear rate from my ex])erienco in Scotland ?— If 
it is a dearer rate than Scotch collieries can get to this 
country for, surely you cannot e.xpeob the Irisii people 
to buy Irish coal on sentiment alone. ^ 

15292, It is not a dearer rate tiian we pay for railwav 
carnage in Scotland, but we pay more than you are pay- 
ing just now, so tliat 1 do not tlunlc that is a reason that 
can be advanced as impeding the coal industry in Ire- 
land 7 — It can, because Limerick is a port ; wo 'ought to 
be able to deliver these coals where they have to be 
carried by rail as cheaply as you can in Scotland j cer- 
tainly you m Scotland can send these coala into Limerick 
for instance, at a much lower rate than they can be 
carried by mil to any part of Ireland, whereas if we get 
water transit at rates we consider reasonable, these coals 
to my mind ought to' be able to be brought down, if not 
the whole way to Limerick veiy near to lamerick, at as 
cheap a rate as you can bring your Scotch coals to Ireland 
for. 

16293. The total distance from Lough Allen to Limerick 
is how much ?— I did not calculate it. 

15294. Is it 100 miles ? — I should imagine it is more- 
160 perhaps, or more. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. Haerz Leprot, called in ; and 


1529S Ydu reude at KilUoe*-Ye.| before 1 giva 

.Van,, that eaidenea I ran throw tome light on the oontrihutlon 

»o5T906. 

loM,. r thint I had better take rou through your 

proof tot. You are one of the trader^ on the sianou ! 
Yes, I am a miller on the Shannon. 

15298. And you lire at Killaloe ?— Yes. 

15299. The total mileage on the Shannon is about 160 
? — About 1.50 to Limerick. 

Obstacles. 15300. -What are the oljstacles to the proper use of that 
nangabon 7— The unumformity of the locL ; there are 
eleven locks between Limerick and Killaloe. and every 
smgle one of them is a different size, and then when we so 
up further we have a bigger lock, a huge look, and thin 

on the mlet of the canal. 

loSOL IThieh are the locks which are the main obstacles 

^low Killaloe ’--Three locks, one ju.st outside Limerick 
toen another lialt war to Killaloe. and then one about 
two miles from Killaloe. 

15302. TThat are their dimeo«ions * 7'’ ff»f n inni, 

‘2 foe. liineheui.7;;-idl.-.'C“ "ut: 
longest boat that can pass through it is 72 feet 

I beLve Zt L i' rau.l brat 

1 Deueve that ha» eter been bmlt ; she takes 80 tons A.f- 
•bout 4 feet I J Inches iu the leuter! 

In'S*' vhieh ure uot constructed 

only 

cSSion'SS Zs 

don. so. .in%0 Un LJera^Ti"*, S' forVS 


week 00.1s 3s. Od. . ton oyer the whole week ; Ih.t is to 
say you could deliver stuff «t Kill.loo, .kthlone, Portnmn.r 
tamok.on-Shftunoo, and Boyle, at 3s. 6d. a ton. The 
canal rate is Ills. Gd. a ton to the furthest point where we 
could deliver for 3s. Cd. 

15307. Are j^u speaking now of the charge made bv 

..cent ouTtt ™ “'J' 

except one otter b^t we lately got built, and my own. 

Sir impracticable tiring, to 

alter the lower loola to the size of the lock you sail-it 
ould cost too much money and would not pay. We only 
two^Sh«nf * ’I complain of, and thl 

thir'" “y 

15308. You have told us just now that a steam baiire 

It woirid b ^ ?- 

Shm ” '^P C’arrick-on- 

15309. On the whole navigation 7— Y'es. 

15310. A dumb barge would carry how mucL ?— ,Slw 

taU 113 tons ID her. Of course there is another block 
on this navigation with the two river levels on^of ttem 

tort rae h,.„.‘ ? t" ™ it escape. i 

mere a.ie heaps of water there, 33,000 cubic feet a minute 

S m°" a o'cera “•StSirar sSm™ 

m 'K5p°ra a S‘“«”£'TtoVh'.™ 

toil „ E.®**"”” • >>• aviy in about 

1531.2. You h.™ hoard Mr. .Moronj', t-Ycs. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ROYAL OOMMISSIOJf ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


115 


Eifect of 
Ketluciioii 
a Ccst of 
Tiansit' 


Defects uf 
cf^snnon. 


15313. Do you support the soheme which he put for- 
ward : are you in favour of it ? — Yes, if it would pay ; it 
oil depends on pounds, shillings and pence. 

15314. In your trade would it he of importance to get 
down in the way he described to the floating dock at 
Limerick ? — Yes, we would like to get to the floating dock 
at Limerick, which would save us hundreds a year, 

15315. At present do you carry coal or grain up the 
Shannon ? — I am a miller and have my own boats, but 
I am not a carrier at all except for myself. 

1531C. How does it affect you ?—It affects us that at 
present on account of this block the freight of our stuff 
costs us 80 much that we cannot go except a certain dis- 
tance up the river to compete with Dublin. If we got 
that improvement we should take so much off our milling 
stuff and go further up tile river- 

15317. I was referring to Mr. Morony’s proposed im- 
provement at Limerick ? — That would allow us to go 
further up the river. 

16318. (Jlfr. Viman.) As I understand it the reduction 
in transit due to the improvement at the Dmerick end 
would allow you to take so much per ton off your stuff 
and to compete with Dublin ? — Yes, I think j’ou will 
acknowledge with that river that there is 200 miles of 
navigable river which is absolutely idle at present above 
Athlone, and it is worth doing something for. 

15319. (Chairman.) I was just going to ask you ; take 
the upper part of the navigation towards Carrick-on- 
Shannon, what do you s&y about that ? — Unless we can 
carry a big load up there the members of tlie Commission 
know rightwell that now-a-davs a ship must carry a big 
load to pay ; a small load will not do. 

15320. You mean something approaching 100 tons 1 — 
Something at least 100 tons ; that can be done with the 
small changes I propose. 

16321. You could not carry more than 100 tons with 
what you propose Not by altering the three locks 
we could not ; 100 tons would be our maximum, but we 
could from Killaloe take 200 tons without spending any- 
thing on the river at all if we could get a boat once in. 

15323. But you do not ask below Killaloe that the 
locks should be largo enough to take a boat of 200 tons ? — 
There is no good us asking because it could not he done. 

15323. If it were done ? — It would make me a rich 
man for one thing ; it would make my property of enor- 
mous value, but it would never be done. 

15324. I want you to describe more particularly what 
is wrong with the upper part of the navigation ; are there 
some more locks going into Lough Allen 1 — Yes, into 
Lough Allen there axe two locks that are a totally different 
size from any other locks on the river ; they are about Cfi 
feet long, and only 14 feet wide, which of course stops 
any of our boats getting into Lough Allen. To get stuff 
cheaply to Carrick-on-Shannon we want to get some sort 
of back load. The Arigna coal mines would send that 
way as thej' have no way to send it except the railway, 
which is two miles from the mine, and that will not pay 
carting. The water comes to within a mile of it at the 
other end of Lough Allen where it could be run down 
by ferial railway into boats — in fact I brought a 30-ton 
steam yacht up there and carried the coal on my back 
down the mountain side with our men to get it on board 
there ; that is the only way we could get it. 

15325. Do you think that a considerable trade from 
that coal field could be developed down the Shannon ? — 
I think so, for lime burning, it is not a high class coal, and 
for brick burning ; in fact the brick-fields in Limerick 
told us they would use 10 or 20 tons a week if they could 
get that cheap coal ; it is sold at the pit’s mouth for about 
half a crown a ton. 

15826. (Sir John Doringlon.) Would it do for steam 
purposes ?— Yes. 

15327. On steamboats 1 — I burnt it on my yacht up 
there, but it was picked for me. 

15328. (Chairman.) What is the effect of having these 
two very small locks on the Lough Allen Canal ? — That 
it absolutely stops any trade whatever from Limerick ; 
you cannot get it in. 

15329. That is to the coal and iron mines ? — There are 
hematito iron mines there that used to work when the 
price of iron was higher, hut when the price falls you must 


reduce the transit or some other charges to be . ble to 
compete, and these mines have no way of sending their Trader on 
ore away. Sltannon 

15330. It would be useful in another way as a back load 
for Limerick ? — Yes, even if we got the actual cost of g jggg 

working the boat Lack it would reduce the cost of taking 

the stuff up there. 

15331. And the people would get their bread stuffs and 
other things so mucli cheaper t — Yes. 

15332. Do you know tlie navigation of the Shaimon 
intimately, and have you knowu it for years ? — 1 have . 
known it for years ; I do not know that any one knows it 
better. I have found all the rocks that can be found 
there. 

15333. But you feel very stronglj' that this splendid 
waterway should be made efficient V— T think if the Com- 
missioners went over it themselves they would feel as 
keenly as any Irishman to see it idle. 

1.5334. WTiat have .vou to say on the subject of tolls ? — Tolls. 
Considering that the fjhivnnou is kept in the condition it is 
I do not know that we can honestly complain of the 
amount of tolls the Board of Works charge ; their charge 
from Limerick to Carrick-oa-Sharmon, roughly speaking, 
is about Is. od. per ton. Tlie Midland Great Western 
for about two-thirds of the distance charge 4s. 5d. a ton, 
and they have reduced the rate on Indian corn from 
Dublin to Longford to 6s. a ton. 

13335. But there you are comparing carrying rates with 
tolls ? — Y’es, I am comparing the tolls ; the toll of the 
Board of Works on the Shannon is Is. 5d., as well as I can 
remember, the whole distance of 150 miles. The Midland 
Great Western are charging 4s. 5d,. on that distance, so 
I do not think we can complain. 

15336. I am pointing out that you are comparing the 
rate for carrying with the toll ? — No, it is tolls alone. 

15337. (J/r. kVrwH.) On what ?— On Indian com. 

15338. On the canal ? — Yes. 

15339. On the Royal Canal t — Yes, it is 4s. 5d. a ton 
for tolls alone, and the railway freight side by side is only 
6s., so that that absolutely obliterates the whole carrying 
trade on the Royal Canal. It wipes the whole thing out. 

15340. (Chairman.) You would not take the toils on thc 
Royal Cana! as the standard ? — It is the Government 
which controls them ; the Government made them. 

There were certain restrictions when the Royal Canal was 
turned over to the Midland Great Western, and on the 
last Railway Commission I was here and I appeared as 
a witness, and we succeeded in getting those tolls reduced 
from 5a. 6d. to the present rate of 4s. 5d. 

16341. Was there an offer made by the Treasury for the 
extension of the light railway, the Cavan and Leitrim 
Railway, last year.? — ^Yes. 

15342. It was proposed to bring it on from Dromod 
up to a point on the Shannon at Ruska Lock ? — Y'es. 

15343. What do j'ou say about that ? — It was an 
absolute waste of money when you had a magnilicent 
waterway going up to Lough Allen where the coal could 
bo dumped right off the top of the bridge crossing tlie canal 
into the canal boats ; and why they should bring the 
railway two miles further donm to join the river I could 
not see any object in and the county council upheld these 
vietvs ; they would not have it. 

15344. Was there not also a proposal to carry on the 
railway from Drumshambo, which is just at the southern 
end of Lough Allen, to the coal mines ? — That was so, and 
that was a business-like proposition that was thrown out, 
because it was bound up with the other one. 

15345. Of course that involves transhipment of the 
coal from the light railway on to the water ? — Yes. 

16346. Whereas in your opinion it ought to be brought 
by water the whole way ? — Yes ; coal does not stand 
transhipping. 

15347. You said at the commencement of your evidence 
there was something you wanted to say with respect to 
evidence already given ? — ^Yes, you asked if the counties 
or the towns would be favourable to giving a grant when 
things were improved. This is what they had to do about 
nine years ago ; the Government gave a certain amount 
of money to buy steamers — one of them that you were on 
the other day — for the Shannon Development Company. 
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^f^^SXcfi-ny, find tlie counties guaranteed foi seven yeai-s £1,730 a year 
steamers up. Well, rvliat was the result ? 
steamers were brought in for the tourist traffic on the 
Upper Shannon; the limit of the lock would fit for 
Limenck, and the result was that they used to take eight 
hours gomg from Killaloe to Athlone, that forty-five years 
ago was done in four hours ; so that the counties got so 
utterly disgusted that at the end of seven years they 
withdrew the grant. 

15348. What do you think about contributions now ? 
—Of course it is very important to everybody else that 
is using the canal and we should be very willing to pay 
part of the contribution if you put it in order — certainly 
to keep it up— we must look at it in a business way. 


15349. (J/r. ZJoz-ison.) Wbstistheminimuznsizeoflock 
yon recommend ? — For saving monev it should be re- 
stricted to the average lock between Limerick and XiUaloe 
at present. 


15350. You want to enlarge with three ’—Yes. 

15351. But you have succeeded by the scientific build- 
ing of a barge in doubling your carrying capacity ? 

i es, but we cannot put steam in her ; if we did the weight 
of the engines would do away with the advantage we have 
at present, and we cannot get up further. 

15352. You would only be able then to carry fortj’ 
tons ’—About forty tons. You asked me to calculate 
what was the sar-ing in cost of the boat. Sir, used on the 
canal, and the one I used. A forty-ton boat in labour 
costs 11 Jd- a ton for every two days to work her. My boat 
costs 61d., and at the end of the year that makes a biv 
difference. ® 


15353. {.Vr. FfriaJi-.) It means about half the cost ’ 

\ ery nearly half. 

15354. And what labour do you i-equire ? It is the 

.same labour, the same trouble to work one as the other 
—in fact the long boat travels faster than the short boat. 

15355. It makes practically Od. a ton difference 
i es, but of course my boat and the steamer built like her 


lately we cannot work on tho Shannon at certain water 
because it runs away over the weir walls, and tliat is what 
we suggest this planking should bo done for, the same as 
is done for the Shannon Development Company which is 
of very little importance compared with the tr^e. The 
trade over the canal would be doubled if we were able to 
bring a proper load from Limer-ick. because, take 
Portumna, the nearest port from America, there is no 
timber from Limerick passes through Portumna, but 
the oil coming from America comes via Dublin, not 
via Limerick in consequence of these bloolrn on the canal. 

16356. (Mr Bavicon.) There are two pools in the river 
that want raising ? — It is not pools, it is rather walls to 
control the levels. 


16357. Two levels of the river ’—Of the river reaches • 
and these want merely raising for thi'eo months of tho vear 
simply by planks. ^ 


15358. What about the water in 
It is in very fair condition. 


the canal proper ? 


15359. (Sir Francis Lfopawod.) Putting aside Mr. Coat of 
-Morony s scheme I understand tho gross expense of what S'lggesW 
£3 000°'*^'^ “KO to see done would be £3,000 ?— About Improre. 


15360. And you would be prepared to pay some in- 
terest on it ’—I think the canal ought to support it, hut 
some trivial thing put on for any new boats would be 
hard on those that had boats ; it is a small matter of 
£3,000, but certainly I say that if the present tolls do 
not keep up the canals if you put it in order w-e should 
be surcharged for it in additional tolls. 


, V e'-ouumy OI 00. a ton rvould 

be ample to meet the mterest on the £3,000 ’—Yes, but 
any one can see there is sometliing grave the matter ’witii 
the rivm- when considering it is 200 miles navigable 
practically nothing passes Athlone. 


The Witness withdrew. 
The Commission adjourwd. 
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to be incurred we would not suggest anything. Un- 
doubtedly the canal could be largely improved but it 
would involve a very big expenditure. 

15372. What tonnage of boats can use the canal now ? 
— Boats oaiTying from 60 to 90 tons. 

15373. That is not quite as much as 100 tons ? — I 
think perhaps on a rare occasion there have been up to 
95 and 100 tons carried on some specially large lighters 
but it is quite an exceptional thing. 

15374. Have you something to say about a rent charge 
■' that has been paid to the Government since 1S47 ?— 

Yes, since 1847 we have been paying a rent charge of 
£300 per anmun to the Government for the Lagan Canal, 
in consideration, we understand, of certain sums that 
were advanced when the canal was constructed. That 
£300 a year the Government have continued to receive 
during all these years, whilst many years the canal share- 
holders have been getting no dividend at all, and we think 
perhaps the time has come when we might be relieved of 
that charge. Would you permit me, before we leave the 
Lagan Canal, just to point out the difSculties that we are 
under there, one of which is rvith regard to the water 
supply. Tlio canal itself is conatmeted for about half- 
way on the Eiver Lagan. The result of that is that we 
have an intermittent water supply and the mill-owners 
along the river have certain water rights which at times 
act very adversely towards us. The upper part of the 
canal, that is the other half, is a canal cutting and then 
sometimes when we have sufficient water in the one 
part of the canal we have an insufficient supply in the 
other, and nVe versa, so that wo are very much hampered 
in carrying on our operations. 

L'oilislsnd 15375. Now will you proceed to the Coalisland Canal ? — 
CtaaL Tlie Coalisland Canal is a short canal extending from 
die Blackwater River to Coalisland, 44 miles in length, 
and this canal was taken over from the Government 
with tlie Ulster Canal under the Ulster Canal and Tyrone 
Navigation Act, 1888. This canal is in fair working 
order also, and it about pays its working expenses ; there 
is a trifle over sometimes. 

15376. Has it heenimproved since you took it over ? — 
Yes, we improved it to the extent of giving 3 inches 
more of water. 

15377. So that now it has a 5 feet draught of water ? — 
That is so. 

16378. You took it over from the Board of Works ? — 
Yes. 

16379. What was the traffic upon it inwards and out- 
wards ? — For the year ended March 31st, 1905, 24,710 
tons inwards and 16,329 tons outwards, total 40,039 tons. 

16380. Have you made some suggestions in your return 
to the Commission ? — Yes, we made the suggestion that 
If that canal could he so improved as to give a 5 feet 6 
inch draught for lighters, which is the maximum on the 
Lagan Canal it would he a great improvement and it 
■could probably be carried out at not a very large expense, 
although we have not got any estimate. 

13381. What tonnage boats can now be carried upon 
it ? — About 60 tons, sometimes 65 perhaps. 

153S2. Otherwise you have no proposals to make t — 
No, I think we have no other suggestion to make. 

15383. Up to the year 1888 had you for a period of 
fifteen years paid your shareholders a good dividend ? — 
Well, it was not a very good one. 

15384. How much was it ? — We did pay a small divi- 
dend, averaging during oU that period \\ per cent, per 
annum. 

153S3. Was it in the year 1888 that you took over the 
Ulster Canal ? — Yes, the Act was passed in 1888. 
f 15386. First of all will you tell the Commission the 
Laual. Ulster Canal f — The Ulster Canal extends 

from the Blackwater River to Lough Erne and it serves 
the towns of Charlemont, Blaokwatertown, Caledon, 
•i/'pendia lliddletoim, Monaghan end Clones and then connects 
-'o. 13. with the I^gan Cdnal by the Blackwater River and 
Lough Neagh. 

15387. WTien j'ou speak of the Blackwater River, that 
is part now of the Upper Barm Navngation, is it not ?— 
Yes. 


15388. iiaid it i.s under the coatroi of the Upper Dann Mr. W. R. 
Navigation Tn^tees ? — Yes. Bea, 

15389. Previously to the year 18SS was tliis Ulster 
Canal which you have described in the hands of the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland ? — ^It was. ^ 

15390. Had it entailed for many years a loss ’—Y’es, ® 
it entailed a loss of from £1,000 to £1,100 per annum. 

That was for working expenses only. 

15391. Was the traffic practically nothing ? — There 
was practically no traffic. 

15392. In 1883 did the Board of Works invite offers 
for the canal ? — Y’es. they invited offers and they adver- 
tised in the papeis all over the north of Ireland, but there 
was no response. 

13393. Did they then announce that the property 
would be sold to the highest bidders ? — Y'es. 

15394. Did the then Chairman of the Board of Works’ 

Colonel McKerlie, approach the directors of the Lagan 
Navigation Company t— Yes, he approached the directors 
tit the Lagan Navigation Company with a view to see if 
any arrangement could be made with them by which 
tliey would take over the cenaL 

15395. And your Company considered the matter and 
a 'ceed to do so ? — Ultimately, yes. 

15396. Was that agreement limited by a period of 
years ? — Y'es, the agi'eement, or understanding perhaps 
I should rather say, which was come to wos that the Lagan 
Navigation Company would take the canal for ten years, 
with liberty to close it and sell off at the expiry of that 
period if they were unable to make it a success. 

15397. Was a Bill promoted by the Government in 
•June, 1884 ? — Yes. 

15398. That was withdraivn, and a second Bill in 1885 
was also withdrawn ? — Yes. 

IS399. Then did the Board of Works ask your directors 
to promote a Bill ? — Y’es, they asked us if we would 
promote a private Bill to carry out the objects in view. 

15400. And you consented to do so on condition that 
the expenses of its promotion would be defrayed by the 
Treasury ? — Yes. 

15401. 'What was the reply received ? — The reply 
received was that the Treasury would be prepared to 
entertain payment of the reasonable expenses incurred 
if we succeeded in passing the measure. 

15402. In the session of 1888 did you promote a Bill b 
carry it through ? — We did promote a Bill and carried i 
through in the same session. 

15403. You obtained the Ulster Canal and Tyrone 
Navigation Act, 1888 ? — Yes, unfortunately. 

15404. IVhat h.appened before the Lords Committee ? 

— When we were before the Lords Committee the Chair, 
man asked the question; whether we were prepared to 
take this canal in perpetuity, and the reply given to him 
was in the negative. He then said : “ Unless you take 
the canal in perpetuity I will not allow the BID to pro- 
ceed.” Then we were in the position that we had ex- 
pended a good deal of money during three sessions con- 
nected wiQi this matter, and after a consultation with 
our directors here, the sitting being postponed for a week 
by the Chairman, we unfortunately agreed to take the 
canal in perpetuity. 

16405. (Sir Francis Hopicood.) What did you under- 
stand him to mean by in perpetuity ? It sounds a long 
time ? — For ever. 

15406. (Ckairman.) It was more than the limit of ten 
years, at any rate 5 — They bound us for ever to keep it in 
order and in a fit state for traffic. 

15407. Has the engineer to the Board of Works esti- 
mated that an expenditure of £10,250 ■would be required 
to put the canal in order ? — Y’es. 

16408. Was it ultimately agreed that the Treasury 
should grant the sum of £3,500 ? — Yes, they made a free 
grant of £3,500 on conditions. 

15409. Did the Board of Works consent to advance at 
4 per cent, half of the required balance ? — Yes. 

. 15410. On what conditions ? — On the condition that 
the Chairman of onr own company would advance the 
remaining £4,40<) on the same terms. 
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15411. Were the repairs carried out to the satisfaction 
of the Board of Works’ engineer ?— They were. 

I54I2. Was it found necessary to e.tpenda further sum ? 
— Yes, the total sum expended was £12,700. 

15413, Instead of £10,250 ’—Yes. 

15414. What was the sum which was advanced by 
the Board of Works V— £4,400 was advanced by the 
Board of Works and £4,400 by the Chairman of the Lagan 
Navigation Company, the late Mr. W. A. Robinson. 

15415. Since taking over the canal have the companv 
done their utmost to make it a paying concern ? — We have 
done everything in oui' power. 

IWIO- Will you tell your story about that ? — Since 
taking over the canal we have done our utmost to make 
it a success and we have succeeded in creating a traffic 
which amoimted to 16,133 tons inwards and 2,333 tons 
outwards, that is to Longh Neagh, a total of 18,466 tons, 
whilst there was practically no traffic when we took the 
canal over. 


15417. (Jfr. Croadey.) In what year was that ?— Up 
to the Slat March, 1900, which was' the highest figure we 
reached. 


15418. In what year did you take it over ? In 1888, 

hot having reached that figure in 1900 the railway com- 
pany then began to feel that we were interfering wi& their 
traffic, and as we reduced our rates diey reduced theirs, 
and now the tendency is to a falling off rather than to anv 
further increase. 


15419. {Chairman.) What is the entire loss entailed 
u^n the Lagan Navigation Company’s sh.areholders ?— 
About £1,100 per annum. 

15420. What has been the result of that ?— Of course 
the result has really been to cripple us so far as carrying 
out any new works or improvements or anything of that 
kmd IS concerned; we have maintained flie canals in 
faw working order but we hove not been able to do any- 
thing in the way of improvements and our shareholders 
have been deprived of their dividend. 


15421. What has been the dividend paid during the 
last sis years ? — With the exception of 1904 and 1906, 
in which I and 1 per cent, respectively were paid, there 
has been no dividend during that period. In the previous 
^ars, from 1900 to 1902, there was only J per cent, paid 
We paid a small dividend last time, with the permission 
and sanction of the Board of Works, to whom we have 
to apply now if we want to do anything, because we un- 
fortunately got a little behind in our payments to them, 
and they said, “ You wiE pay us every farthing before 
you pay any dividends.” 

U-422. {Mr. \\<il'lron.\ Was the interest paid to the 
( iwiiman s representatives J— The interest has been paid 
t o the ChairmaD s represents ti ves and part of the principal, 
Itutwe have paid very mneh more to the Board of Works. 

15423. (Chairman.) The ixaiod of ten years for which 
you were prepared to take over the canal has long since 
expired ? — Yes, in 1S9S. ® 


lo424. Y'ou say something in your proof about beinn- 
crushed out of existeuce ; ate you afraid of that ’—Yes' 
a letter of fact the process is going on. We cannot 
I ive. VV e find the railway company are makmg rates tha t 
we cannot Lve at. 


lo^6. What would be the effect of your being crushed 
ou^f existence to the traders and farmers in the country ’ 
— Dniing the time we have been there the traders have 
received very large reductions in their rates both by rail 
and by canal, because we have had to reduce too ; if we 
were closed up I suppose it would be natural that the raE- 
way company, having no competition, would endeavour 
to get similar rates to what they get for places where 
there is no water competition. 

15427. You argue that the amount of traffic on your 
c^al, as in many other cases, does not represent the 
whole amount of the benefit to the traders and the farmers 
of the distnct 7— Decidedly. 

15428. Her !»««« ako by the greet rednefion of 
their rates on the railway 7— Quite so. 


15429. During the period from November, 1896, to Action 
January, 1897, had you been constantly seeking redress Board oi 
from the Commissioners of PubEo Works ? — Yes, we were i 

constantly in correspondence with the Board of Works ' j 
and we bad a number of interviews but with no satisfac- I 

tory result. That correspondence has heen put in pnm- ’ 

phlet form, and if I might ask the members of the Com- 
mission to kindly study it, it would give them an indica- 
tion of how the Board of Works have dealt with our 
uorthem system of canals. 

15430. What will be seen from a study of that corre- 
spondence about the U-eatment meted out to the Lagan 
Navigation Company ? — The ultimate result of it was 
that they said, “ You have simply made a bargain and 
you must stick to it,” and the chairman of the Board of 
Works at the period to whioh I refer was Mr. Thomas 
Robertson, who was formerly manager of the Great 
Northern Railway Company, our competing line here. 

He found fault with our management, hut he admitted 
himself that he knew notliing about canal management. 

15431. On October 20th, 1904, did a deputation from } 

your company wait on the Under-Secretary, Sir Anthony ' 

MacDonnell ?— Y’es. • 


15432. And after a lengthened interview what did Sir 
Anthony say ?— He said that the matter would be put 
before the Cliief Secretary, that if he could see his way i 

to help us, he. Sir Anthony, would he glad to do so, that 
he would report the result of his interview with the direc- 
tors to the Treasury, and that the company should await 
a reply. 

15433. Did you write again more than once ?— On 
9th December, 1904, we wrote and received a reply that 
the matter was still under the consideration of the Irish 
Government. On the 13th December the Chief Secre- 
tary was again written to, and a reply was received that 
the matter was still under consideration. 

15434. Did you then supply statistics to the representa- 
tives of the Board of Agriculture ? Yes. 

15436. What did the Board of Agriculture say?— 

They asked for this information, which was supplied Bowd of 
to them, and on 0th July, 1905, another letter was received Agricnlturf. 
from the Assistant Secretary. Sir J. B. Doherty, stating 
^t the matter was stEl receiving attention, but that no 
decuion had yet heen arrived at. Afterwards the Board 
of Agriculture sent down one of their officers, who went 
over the whole system, visited the towns, and I behevegot 
the railway rates and compai-ed them with the canal 
rates, and he has all that information, I believe, avaEable. 

15436. Had you a further letter on the 28th Jul_v, 1906 7 
—Yes, Sir J. B. Doherty wrote stating that the Lord- 
Lieutenant had for some mondis been in communication 
wththe Departmentof Agriculture and Teohnioal Instruc- 
tion on the subject of the company’s affaire, that the 
Depai'toent hoped to be in a position to furnish a definite 
reply to the letters addressed to them when they had an 
opportunity of consulting the Agricultural Board, which 
would meet on 2nd August of that year, and that after- 
wards a further communication would ho made to the 
company. 

15437. From that date to the present time have freauont 
requests been made to the Chief Secretary’s office for 
some reply ?— Yes, we have WTitten repeatedly, but we 
liave only received the same repEes, that the matter is- 
std! receiving attention. May I say in that connection 
that we fMl our hardship additionaUy great because we- 
understand that during the period we have heen in cor- S 

respond^ce ovw this matter, the sum of £75,000 has heen 
panted by the Gover^ent, under the Irish Development ’ 

Act, to the Newiy. Keudy, and T^an Light Railway, , 

a railway which runs from Newry, and ends just close to 
our canaL 1 

_ 15438. Where does that go 7— It ends at Tynan, which 
is close to our canal. 

15439. (Ifr. Dawson.) Has that been constnicted 1— 
rt IS only under construction, and 1 presume the fine- 
wiE not be marked upon any map just now. 

But you think you have a strong 
redress. What sum is it you urge should le 
recoup^ to your company ?—WeE, we think that the 
.s^ which we have actuaEy lost during this period might 
to recouped; it amounts to £15,890 which is a very 
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Isrge suiu for a poor companj-, and then, if the idea was 
that the Government should take hack this canal, we 
think they should refund us a portion of the money we 
have expended upon it, because their own engineers have 
certified (we have it fi-om them) that the money was well 
expended on the canal, and, therefore, if they were takbg 
it baok they would have it so much better, and we think 
they might fairly give us back the money we have spent 
on it. 

15441. What would that amount to altogether ? — 
£9,200, and then we have tlie expenses of the Bill which 
amounted to £1,500, making a total of £26,590. 

15442. Do you also uish liberty given to you to close 
the canal ? — As an alternative ; of couree I do not suggest 
closing any canal system which is doing a fair work, -which 
the Ulster Canal is doing, but as an alternative to its being 
saddled for ever on a private company and ruining them 
and spoiling their efiorts to improve navigation in the 
North of Ireland, it would be better to close it, I think, 
than to leave it with the company under such cirouni- 
etances. 

15443. Have the Board of Works engineers stated 
that the money laid out by your company has been well 
spent ? — Tliey have. The alternative to closing that -we 
suggest is, that if the Government still want us to keep 
this canal open and run it, they ought to make us a 
sulaidy sufficient to cover the annual loss which we 
say occurs, and which we are prepared to show we have 
done the best we can to minimise. 

15444. (J/r. Waldron.) From what fund does the 
annual loss come t — Out of the profits made on the Lagan 
Canal, and therefore it does away -with our dividend, and 
any fund for improvements or anything of the sort. 

15445. [Lord Braeaei/.) I may’ take it from you that 
although the Ulster Caual involves a heavy drain on the 
resources of the Lagan Canal, and is for you a white 
elephant, yet it is of great public advantage as affording 
an alternative means of transportation and tending to 
lower the rates ? — Undoubtedly, it is of immense advan- 
tage to the country through which it runs, in the -way you 
liave indicated. 

15446. (J/r. I'tn'an.) Further with reference to that 
question raised liy T.erd Brnssey, you say it is of immense 
advantage, but could you convert that into more paiticular 
knguage t How do you estimate that it is an immense 
advantage ? — By the reduction in the radway rates that 
we kno-w has taken place since we have been working the 
canal. 

16447. That leads up to a question I was going to put. 
Yon also said that if you were to shut up the caiud the 
railways would try and get similar rates to those obtained 
clsewhei-e t — I tliink I suggested that no doubt they 
would do that. 

15448. What does that mean ?— Have you any par- 
ticulars of what is lieing charged elsewhere in your experi- 
ence t — You miglit allow me to put it in this way ; I have 
befoie me a list of reductions in rates that have iieen made 
since we took over the canal, but I give you one instance. 
In addition to these specific reductions the Great Northern 
Railway Company some four year's ago granted an all 
round rate of 7s. 6d. per ton from Belfast to Clones, on 
20 ton lots, composed of flour, meal, and feeding stuffs, 
and also a rate of 7s. per ton with a fuitlierrebateof6d. 
]>er ton, to any one mei-chaut carrying 2,000 tons per 
annum. This an'ongemeut of course, practically cuts 
U8 out, because several of the merchants join together 
and go in for this special rate, and they get their goods 
carried at the low rate. To emphasize the point, the 
rate previously was for meal and feeding stuffs 9s. 

13440. As against 7s. 6d. ?— As against this Ts. Gd. 
rate. Slates were 9s. 8d., bricks 3s. lid., sugar 13s. 8d., 
•sheeting and flooring 13s. 4d., bran lOs.. oil 10s. 9d.. 
and the bulk of those things now they will carry under the 
uniform rate of 7s. 6d. 

15450. Just folio-wing that up, what is being charged 
•at the present moment by the railway companies else- 
■where for those things where there is no canal competi- 
tion 7 That was your answer — that they would raise 
it to the rates elsewhere 7 — I am not in a position to 
give you figures for that, hut we know, speaking genetallj. 


that the rates charged here are much less than what are .!/,•. IK. II. 
charged to other places at a similar distance. I cannot Bea, 
give you the figures for it. Lagan 

15451. I think it wovild have been better, as you 

made the definite statement that they would raise their ' ’ 

rates to the rates obtained elsewhere, if you had said 9 QrU 1906. 

what the rates were elsewhere 7 — ^Yes, but you can unda-- 

stand it is a very difficult thing for us to get those rates. 


15452. (J/f. Snowden.) Am I to understand that the 
financial position, of the Lagan is entirel-v due to the 
fact that you are burdened by the Ulster Canal 7 — Yes, 
we have always been able to pay oui dividend and last 
year we would have been able to pay a dividend of IJ 
or 2 per cent, had it uot been for the loss on the Ulster 
Canal. 


15453. The statement you have handed to us I notioe 
does not go beyond ten years ago ? — ^No, because the 
correspondence stopped then ; we found it useless to 
go further. 

15454. You make the statement there that since you 
took over the Ulster Canal the revenue from tolls has 
increased by 700 per cent. — from £100 to £700 a yeax 7— 

That is on the Ulster Canal, yes. 

15455. May I ask what the tolls are at present ? Has Tolls, 
that increase been maintained during the last ten years 7 
— The highest point we reached was the year I quoted in 
my evidence a little while ago, but for the year ended 
March 31st, 1905 the receipts from tolls on the Ulster 
Canal were only £463. 

15456. There has been a decline then within the last 
tin years 1 — Yes. 

15457. To what do you attribute that 7 — To the com- 
petition of the railway. 

15458. The competition of the railway k much more Competition, 
severe than it was ten years ago ? — Undoubtedly. 

15459. Have the railway rates been reduced during 
that period 7 — Undoubtedly. 

15460. Have you instances of facts to prove that 
statement 7 — Y'es. These rates I have just read to you 
we are prepared to prove. 

16461. They have been reduced -within the last ten 
years ? — These rates I gave you were in force in iS'Jt) 
and then they -n’ere reduced ; they were reduced indeed 
l)3yond what I gave you and they were further reduced 
sometime previous to 1900, during that period at different 
times. We cannot state exactly when they were reduced. 

15462. That scarcely bears out, or it does not answer, 
the point I am trying to put to you, because you say the 
railway rates were high in 1890 and they have since 
l>een retluced. Between 1890 and 1896 your receipts 
from tolls went up seven times over 7 — I take it that it is 
impossible for us to put our finger on tlie exact moment 
when these railway rates were reduced ; we know now 
they are reduced and we know, although we cannot put 
it perhaps in figures, that when our receipts increased up 
to ft certain point the railway rates then became decreased 
and out traffic then fell off. 


154G3. I may assume then that you attribute the 
decline in revenue from the Ulster Canal to the competi- 
tion of the railway 7 — Very largely. 

15464. Would you go so far as to say the unfair com- 
petition of the railway 7 — I would distinctly say it is 
-unfair competition because 1 think that a powerful rail- 
way company that have got a great number of lon-ns to 
serve all over the country can very easily crush out 
a poor concern who are only serving two or three towns, 
and 1 think that is unfair. 

15465. Is it your opinion (of course I know you an* 
not an authority on this point) that the railway rates 
are so lo-w fts to be non-remunerative to the railway com- 
pany in that particular district 7 — I could not express 
an opinion upon that. 

15466. I noticethatin the figures that you have given us 
with regard to the traffic upon both the Lagan and the 
Ulster there is the veiy n-idest disparity between your 
inward and outward traffi.c 7 — Yes. 

15467. Is there no possibibty of developing the traffic. Develop, 
because this must involve a -very large number of barges 
going empty on one journey, inoieasing the working 
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Mr. II'. I{. expenses very considerably I think nearly three- 
Hea, foorths would come back light } we have been doing our 
Na^atioi '**“®®* develop the outward traffic as well as the 
Oowpaji?// ot course we are not an exporting country 

' largely. It is the same with the railway wagons ; a great 

9 Oef. 190(i. “any of them come back light. 

13-lGS. (Chairman.) I see by your return about 45 
per cent, of the total traffic on the Ulster Canal is coal ? 
—Yes. 

1346!). (Sir. Snowden.) I gather that you are losing 
something over £1,000 a year at the present tame ; how 
long has th.it been going on ? — It has been going on 
practically since 1S91, I think. 

15470. That is fourteen years ago ? — Yes. 

15471. That meat« you have lost nearly £20,000 ? — I 
gave it to you in figures ; our actual loss is £13,890. 

15472. May I ask where that loss has come from ? — 
Out of the profits earned on the Lagan Canal we have had 
to meet the loss on the Ulster Canal and consequently 
we have not been able to do an5^hing for our share- 
holders nor to carry out any improvements of conse- 
quence. 

15473. If you are losing £1,000 a year or more as be- 
tween esi)endituie and revenue, that £1,000 a year 
must conie from somewhere ? — It comes out of the 
profits of the Lagan Canal 

15474. I understood from your evidence that the 
loss was on the Lagan ? — No. 

15475. You spoke about the insufficienov of the water 
supply ; I do not know the district at all but it seems 
to me from the map here that you ought to have a plenti- 
ful water supply from Lough Neagh ’—But we do not 
get anything from Lough Neagh ; the levels will not 
admit of our getting it from Lough Neagh except by 
piunping, which is a very expensive operafioa 
Suggested 1347(5. You spoke of certain improvements that might 

carried out upon the Lagan but whicli vou regarded 
lentB. ag practically prohibitive on account of the expense. 

Would j'Qu mind just indicating very briefly what those 
improvements are ? — The suggested improvements were 
all set out in the schedule which has been handed in to 
the Commission, but the idea was that if we had some 
arrangement made by which we should have a contin- 
uous water supply in the Lagan Canal that would be a 
great advantage. It might mean reconstruction a!-- 
together but at any rate it would mean settling with 
miUowncrs and a!! thtse who have rights along the water- 
way one-half of the canal, as I explained, being made 

15477. You gave us the figures in regard to the trade 
for 1CHJ5 ; might I ask if your trade Is increasing or de- 
clining over the period of say the last five years ?— On 
the Lagan Canal ? 

154iS. Yes 5 — On the Lagan Canal this vear is better 
than tile previous one. so far ; we are increasing rather. 

15479. In regard to that point with which I dealt a 
moment or two ago, about the loss, might I ask you, 
taking the two concerns as one, what is the excess of 
revenue over expenditure ?— We have the three to- 
gether, including the Coalisland Canal, which about pays 
Its own expenses, and does not much affect the figures • 
and the net result last year was a profit of £300 on the 
whole concern. 


15485. WTiat is the distaaoe between Belfast and 
Clones ? — The distance between Belfast and Clones is 
eighty-five miles, and that brings out an interesting 
point, that the distance by rail to that place is only sLtty- 
four and a half miles. 

15486. That was the distance for which you gave us 
certain rates ? — Yes. 

154S7. Now, having the distances, I can turn them into 
the rates per ton per mile 1 — .That is so. 

15488. (Mr. Oriffiiht.) I suppose there is a large volume 
of trade carried in the form of grain inwards ? Yes. 

13489. Are the approaches bo your canal from Belfast 
Harbour good ? — Yea, some years ago the approach was 
dredged from the Queen’s Bridge ju.st at tlio harlwur right 
up to our look, the tidal channel being about a mile and 
a half long. 

15490. Was that done by tho Harbour Board ? It was. 

15491. So you have no reason to complain ? No. 

15492. You are satisfied with the condition of the canal 
for the class of trade that is at present carried ? Yes. 

15493. And yonr plea, if I undei'stand it rightly, and the 
trend of your evidence, is that you wish to be relieved of 
the burden of maintaining and keeping up the Ulster 
Canal ? — That is so. 

_ 16494. That brings me back to Lord Jlonck’s Commis- [C-sni 
sion, before which, I think, you gave evidence; atlssi'* 
that time you had used almost every effort that a single 
individual could to promote the trade on the Ulster Canal ? 

—Yes. 

13495. I think you built five boats yourself ? — I did. 

15496. One of the great drawbacks being that the 

Ulster Canal is a different width from the Lagan ? That 

is so. 

15497. So that your company’s boats practicaDy oould 
not trade on the Ulster Canal f— That is so. 

15498. There has been no alteration in that respect 
since that date ? — No alteration. 

15499. Therefore this change of gauge in the canal is a 
block to trade ? — It is, undoubtedly. 

15500. And is possibly the reason why the Ulster nnn ni 
is not doing as good work as it was intended to ’— 
Undoubtedly. 

15301. You think that is a fair inference ? Yes. 

_ 16502. (C/wiVnian.) When you say there is no altera- 
tion, there would be this alteration, that you are not 
carriers now either on the Ulster or on the Lagan Canal !■ 

—I understood the question to he whether there was any 
alteration in the locks since. 

15503. But you seem to hare been carriers at that time, 
as you built boats ?— At that time I was a caniermyself ; 
subsequently a small company was formed to supplv 
these small lightura for the Ulster Canal . 

15504. (Air. Griffith.) Who are the carriers on the Lagan 
— bye-tradera ? — Bye-traders. 

13505. And they do not continue their traffic natu- 
rally, for the boats which fit the Lagan will not eo up the 
LTster ’—No. ^ 

13506. Practically there is no trade on the Ulster to 
warrant ite being kept open under these conditions ’— 

That is so. 


IWSO. That was after the loss on the Ulster Canal ? 
— ies, on the Lagan Canal there was a profit of £2,359, 
but when we deducted the loss on the other it brought it 
down to the £300. That is after paving rent charge and 
other things to the Board of Works. 


15481. (Mr. Dai-iaon.) Where is the summit of the 
Lagan Canal 1 Is it near Moira ’—Yes, it is on the same 
level as Moira. 

154S2. When you take goods up the Lagan Canal to 
Portadown, do you first go into Lough Neagh and then 
up the river Baim ’—Yes. 


15483. And then the river Blaekwater joins 
Ulster Canal with Lough Neagh ’ Yes. 


154S4. Have you any works of construction or any 
mamtenance on either the Bonn or the Blaekwater ’—No. 


lo56 / . May I ask you, from your great experience of tlie Abandoi 

North and its trade, are you in. favour of the closing tlie meat of 

abandonment— of the Ulster Canal ?— I would not be in UlsterC 
favour of it ; I would be distinctly in favour of keeping it 
open, but not under present conffitions. 

15508. But is there any use in attempting to keep it 
open as a non-paying concern ? — I hold that although, 
with the experience we have had, I honestly do not think 
there is a fair pro^ct of the Ulster Canal being made 
a paying ooncem with locks of the size they are at present, 
at the same time, from the Imperial point of view, it is 
very much worth while to keep that canal open for tho 
benefit of the country through which it passes. 

15509. It would bo greatly more benefit in the country No. IS. 
if somebody (we will not say Government or anybody else) stateiMi> 
oould reconstnict the canal aud make it of the gauge of the No. 2. 
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Lagfln ’—Undoubtedly. I tiiink there would be a large 
traffic done if the same gauge was employed as on the 
J..agan. 

15510. Am I right in thinking that your company has 
increased the depth of water on the Ulster Canal from 
3 feet 9 inches to 5 feet ? I find from Lord Monck’s Com- 
mission that S feet 9 inches was the depth ?— I think at 
that time they made it 4 feet, and we gave a foot more 
water, and 6 feet is the maximum depth now throughout, 
hut the water supply is very insufficient, and at times we 
are much below that. 

15511. Now to perfect the scheme you would require 
to go into a consideration of the Baliinamore Canal ?— 
Yes. 

Ojeatngof 16312. Would the opening of the Baliinamore Canal 

FilUMiore Le of any benefit to the North of Ireland ? As a con- 

I'iMl. necting link I think it is a pity that that link should be 
broken, but as to its being a paying project 1 have not 
much faith in it. 

15513. And yet yon think the ITster Canal, starting 
from Lough Erne, would be a paying concern if it was 
reconstructed ?— Yes ; of course the Ulster Canal would 
be largely served from Belfast, which is a city of con- 
siderable importance, and there is a great deal of traffic 
tiiat goes inwards, but when you get the length of Lough 
Eme at present we would not be able to compete under 
ordinary circumstances with railway rates. We cannot 
compete, and therefore when you go a little further 
from Belfast to go along the Baliinamore Canal, the case 
would worse, I take it. Looking at it from that 
standpoint I have not very much hope of its being a 
paying concern. 

15514. Since Lord Monok’s Commission sat theie 

have been several railway extensions in tliat very area ? 

There hove been. 

15516. Taking it on general principles, if the inland 
navigation is to be improved and made thorough, Ballina- 
more Canal would have to be opened and the gauge of 
the Ulster Canal would liave to be incrpa.qpH, so that 
you wotiJd have a through gauge from Belfast to the 
Shannon ? — Quite so. 

15510. (Chairman.) May I ask one question in that 
connection. I understand that your Ulster Cana! is not 
navigated above Clones at present! — The position is, 
that really we scarcely ever are offered, and could scarcely 
compete with, traffic above Clones ; still we should have 
the canal open right up to Lough Erne. So long as the 
water lasts we keep the passage good to Jlonagban and 
Clones, but if the water fails us beyond Clones we have 
practically to let the portion from Clones to Lough 
Eme go dry. 

15517. During what part of the year is the waterway 
between Clones and Lough Erne open for any practical 
purpose ? — Practically during the winter season we have 
water there, 

16618. Is there any traffic upon it ? — None. 

15519. There is no traffic above Clones ? — No, we have 
not bad a lighter above Clones for a long time. 

15320. How long ? — Many years, I think. 

15521. (.Ur. IJ'aWron.) Do 1 understand the position 
with regard to the Ulster Canal to be that the Lagan Canal, 
being a prosperous undertaking, tentatively proposed to 
take up the Ulster Canal for ten years as an experiment ! 
— Y'es ; tile proposal never came from us ; it was the 
Board of Works which approached us. 

15522. Wliat was the source of the opposition to your 
Bill, because you have said that twice Bills were pro- 
moted and twice lost ’—The Bills were blocked in Parlia- 
ment 

15523. ^Vhat interest was represented f — Mr. Biggar, 
the member for Cavan, and also a Belfast citizen, did not 
like it somehow or other and he blocked it. 

15524. It was imposing no charge ? — No, Ido notreaUy 
know why it was that it \vas blocked. 

16525. Was any indication given by the Lord Chair- 
man of the Committee why they objected to your liaving 
It for ten years ? — No, we got no reason. 

1552G. You found yourselves in the position of having 
paid £1,500 which you could only get back if the Bill 
passed ? — That is so, exactly. 

336-11. 


1552<. -And the whole position was altered through its IF. R 
being made from a tentative experiment into a perpetual Rea 
experiment ? — Yes. Lagan 

15528. With the condition forced upon you to keep 
It open for ever ’ — I'es. ompany . 

13529. It would have been better if you had lost the ® 

£1,500 ? — Y’es, if we had only known a little sooner. 

15530. Do you keep separate accounts for the Ulster 
Canal and the Lagan Navigation ?— Yes, quite distinct. 

15531. (Mr. Crossley.) You said yon were behind in 
your payments to the Board of Works ; what payments 
were those — simply rent ? — W’e got behind with some of 
the instalments of the loan we got for the Ulster Canal. 

I am not sure whether we did not also get behind with 
the rent-charge. It was the rent-charge. 

16532. Is not trade increasing on the canal this year ? 

— On the Lagan Canal, but not on the Ulster. 

15533. I heard of seven boats being down one day 
last week ? — It is intermittent ; yon may get seven 
one week and not so many tbe next. 

15534. Wbat are your ton mile rates ? Why cannot Ton. mile 
you compete with the railway ! Do you know your ton Rates, 
mile rates ? — No, I cannot say 1 am prepared to go into 
the ton mile rates. 

15535. Could you let us have them ? — Yes. What 

I would hke to emphasize is that our route by canal 
is so much longer than the railway route that we are 
placed at a very great disadvantage. 

15636. To such places as Middletown you are doing 
a good trade ? — We are doing fairly well to Jliddletown, 
because there we are away from the railway ; we have 
tlie advantage over the railway there, because they have 
a two mile cartage. 

15537. WTiat is the ton mile rate there ? We are 

charging 5s. 6d. a ton there now from Belfast. 

15538. For coal ? — Yes. 

15539. W’hat is tbe distance ! — Sixty-four miles. 

15540. That is a very high rate by water ?— It leaves 
us no margin ; personally I would not build another 
lighter for the Ulster Canal at all under present circum- 
stances, because it does not leave any margin. 

15541. How many horses have you to tow a boat ? 

We require to employ two on the Ulster Canal and only 
one on the I,agan Canal with a boat carrying two-thirds 
more cargo. 

15542. They do not employ two on any canal in Eng- 
land ! — We employ them here, and on the Ulster Canal 
we cannot get the work done with less ; we have tried it 
repeatedly. 

15543. Is not that largely because you have allowed 
it to became so blocked up with weeds ? — No ; the 
portion of tbe canal we have actually been working up 
to Monaghan and Clones is there for inspection, and you 
will have an opportunity of seeing it, 

15.544. 1 inspected it yesterday ? — Then perhaps I 
might ask you to tell us whether it is so. 

13545. I should say take the weeds out and you would 
make the section of the canal a great deal larger and 
reduce your towage enormously ! — We do not say it 
is perfectly clean, but we do contend it is in fair working 
order, and I hope you concur if you have seen it. 

16646. That section is in fair working order except for Haulage, 
weeds, but those weeds spoil the towage and cost you 
another horse ? — This is just the season at which tbe 
cleaning is being done ; we find it is about the best 
season to do it. I do not think really tbe difficulty about 
the haulage arises from the weeds at all ; I think it is 
really from the construction of the canal. There are some 
very narrow places and small sections. 

15647. Are (here any bye-traders ? — There are practi- 
cally none. 

15548. Do you do all tlie carnage yourselves ? — I 
tltink there are about two lighters, perhaps, that go up 
it occasionally, but no others, and no one will build a 
lighter. Although we have a large number of owners 
on the Lagan Canal employing altogether about 100 
Q 
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lighters, there is not one of them who would build a lighter 
to go up the Ulster Canal, because tbej' know it does not 
pay. 

15S49. As a matter of fact there are no tolls j it is all 
just cost of carriage ? — There are tolls on each canal. 

15630. Does the os. 6d. include tolls 1 — Yes. 1 hope it 
is clear I am speaking now of the company which I 
spoke of as being formed to work the Ulster Canal ; 
the Lagan Na^igation Company do not own any lighters 
themselves. 

1.3551. Is not the want of water due more to bad 
and leaky gates than to anything else 1 — No. 

13552. Why should you have plenty of water down 
below and be short of water at the Lough Eme end ? — 
The summit level is above Monaghan, and we have a 
large reservoir there, and we feed the canal nearer home, 
60 to speak, where the traffic is more important. 

15553. Do you think the railway companies do not get 
a lot of their traffic by giving better facilities in the way 
of warehotises, cranes, and general accommodation ? — 
No, I think we would have a great deal less traffic than 
we have if we did not give better facilities in some places 
than the railways are giving, because we have stores on 
the canal at the important points, and the people are 
practically aUowed to keep their goods there as long 
as they like without charge, and that is a great facility. 

15554. In that respect you think yourselves equal to 
the railway company ? — We think we are doing our 
best. 

15555. {3Ir. Sillick.) As I understand the figures you 
never had any through traffic on your canal ? — I do not 
quite catch what you mean by through traffic ? 

ISOSRetnras, 15556. There does not seem to be a single ton indicated 
in the Returns of 1898 or in the present returns not loaded 
or discharged on the canal ? — No. 

15557, As far as one can make out the entire traffic 
consists of tonnage taken on to the canal, and there is 
practically no back traffic ?— No ; the great traffic 
we have back from Lough Neagh is the sand, which is 
brought down in large quantities for building purposes 
here. 

15558. (Chairman.) Now you are speaking of traffic 
on the Lagan ?— Yes. 

15559. (Mr. Killick.) I am speaking now of the Ulster f 
— There is nothing. 

155C0. As regards the railway rates, these became 
more severely competitive, as 1 understand, after 1900 ? 
—Yes. 

15561. But the only efieot seems to have been that 
instead of taking 15,000 tons there in 1898 you took 
14,000 in 1906, is that correct do you think ? — Yes, 
those figures are correct, but we take it this way ; it is 
impossible for os praoticaDy to lay our finger on the 
exact period at which the raOway company carried out 
these redactions. We know when we took over the 
canal the rates were a certain thing, and we know now 
that they are greatly reduced, and just as we increased 
•our traffic we found that traders could tell us : " Oh, 
we are getting facilities from the railway company now 
and we can do without you j we can carry at a less rate.” 

15562. You put the railway competition so very 
high that I was prepared to hear there was no traffic at 
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ah now, but I observe that the traffic in 1898 was a round 
figure of 17,000 tons, and aftci' this severe competition the 1898Ileii, 
traffic in 1905, which I suppose is the period covered by ■ 

the recent Return, appears to be about 15,000 tons ? : 

Yes. j 

15563. (Chairman.) Is that quite clear, because the f 

competition bad arisen before 1898 ? You must go r 

back to 1888 to compare. 

15564. (Mr. Xillick.) I understood the period when 
the maximum traffic was reached to be in the year ending 
March 31st, 1900, but perhaps I am wrong in that. 

15565. {IFiineaa.} The highest point we reached was in 
the year ended March 31st, 1900. 

15666. And the drop has occurred since then ? — Yes. 

15567. The only diSerence in gauge I think is 3 feet in 
width of lock ?— Yes, 3 feet. 

15668. That is the difference between 11 feet 6 inches 
and 14 feet 6 inches ? — That is so. 

16560. Are the competitive rates you mentioned with Coranetifrr i 
the Railway Company competitive rates only from the ' ! 
stations to which the Ulster Canal competes with them, ! 

or are they general reductions on their system ? — They ■ 

are only to the towns with which the waterway competes. 

15570. (Chairman.) I see in comparing the Return of I 

1888 that the traffic was as low as 2,454 tons on the ; 

Ulster Canal ? — That is so. 


15571. So that you increased the traffic very consider- 
ably after you took it over ? — We did. 

15572. (Lord Brassty.) Did I not gather that you told 
us that if the locks on the Ulster Canal were of the same 
dimensions as those on the Lagan Canal you would have 

a considerable increase of traffic on the Ulster Canal 1 

I have no doubt there would be a large increase. 


15574. And in point of length they do not differ very 
much from your Lagan Canal locks, but there is a differ- ~ 
enee in width of 3 feet ? — That is so. 


15575. Would the alteration of each of these locks 
cost a large sum ? — It would undoubtedly cost a large 
sum ; I am not prepared to put the figure upon it. 

15676. What sort of figure ? — That is more an engineer- 
ing question, but I am afraid it would be largely re- 
coMtruction of the locks. 

15577. Supposing the sum, whatever it was, were pro- 
vided by Government, would that be a real relief to the 
situation 7 — It would, certainly. 

15578. (Mr. Vivian.) With regard to the competition 
of the railway, is the railway which competes with you 
one that has been built entirely with the capital of a 
private company or was it built with the assistance of the 
State ?— -It is the Great Northern Railway Company, 
built entirely of private capital, with which our real 
competition is at present, but there is a light railway 
under construction now to which a grant is being made. 
That has not affected out traffic so for, but undoubtedly 
it may. 


15579. It wiU 7 — We think so. 


The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. R. Kvle Knos, LL.D., called ; and Examined. 


^ le/Aifi of Commerce 7— Yea, but I am afraid 

Chamher of ^ ^ service to the Commission. 

6ow«^g. isggi. 'Xiiere are two other witnesses from the Belfast 
9 Oct. 1906. Cliambet of Commerce and I have the advantage of 

having proofs of their evidence, whereas in your case all 

I have before me is a pamphlet dated 1904. I therefore, 
ask you to say briefiy anything you -wish to say to the 
Commassjon 7—1 believe I am here not so much because 
I know much about the subject, as because for a number 
of years on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce of Belfast 
I have been advocating the appointment of the Com- 


i^on before which I have now the honour to appear. 
I have no personal knowledge, as I have said already, 
, U that I should waste the time 

of the Commission, looking at the instructions you gave 
us that we were only to give evidence of what we were 
personally acquainted with, which I thought was very 
wise. I ^k the liberty of handing in that pamphlet as 
representing the result of the enquiries of the Chamber of 
Comme^. I was appointed to draw it up and I handed 
® **^^8 I would like to mention before 

retiimg is that quite recently, and in view of the meeting 
t CammissioE here, with the consent of the President 
of the Chamber, and myself acting as Chairman of the 
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Committee, we summoned a considerable number of 
gentlemen from all parts of tie country to a Conference 
bere with a view to seeing what we could best practically 
put before your Lordships’ Commission. At the termina- 
tion of that meeting there was an absolute unanimity 
of opinion that the most practical and desirable work, 
if Government should think it right to iindeitakeit at all, 
would be the completion of a line of canal from the Lagan 
to the Shannon, that is to say, the line now occupied 
by the Lagan Navigation, the Ulster Canal and the 
derelict Ballinamore Canal. 


155S2. May I ask you, because we have been trj-ing to Mr. R. Kyk 
obtain facts as regards any prospect of traffic in Limeiick Knox, LL.u., 
or on the part of the Sihannon between Limerick and Rtljiist 
Athlone, from the point of view of Belfast, what is the o/' 

traffic that you expect would be developed if the missing 
link, the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal, were g Oel. 190iJ 

put in order ? — As to that I am not a merchant and I do 

not know, but there wiO follow me gentlemen who will 
be prepared to answer. 

Tke Wilness irtCkdreii:. 


Sfr. Richard B. Fair, called; and Examined. 


15583. {Chairman.) You also appear on behalf of the 
Belfast Chamber of Commerce ? — Yes. 

15584. In your opinion is it desirable to enlarge some 
of the existing waterways and to complete the connection 
of all with the lakes and rivers ? — Yes. 

15585. Belfast already has a considerable connection 
by waterways with many towns in Ulster ? — It has, and 
does a considerable business with inland towns. 

1558fi. The great drawback is the absence of a return 
cargo ? — That is the great drawback. 

15687. The one exception is sand 1 — Yes. 

15588. The traffic is not as large or the service as 
frequent as would be desirable t — No. 

15589. Do you think that the fostering of tillage would 
make a difference ? — A great difference. 

15590. Especially in the districts served by the Ulster 
Canal and its connections with the Shannon ? — That is so. 

15591. You think that if that were done a large general 
traffic could be developed between Belfast and those 
districts ? — Yes, in years to come, not immediately ; 
it would take some time to develop. 

15592. Would it be important to construct sheds and 
loading wharves for agricultural produce ? — I consider 
it would. 

15593. Especially at points where the main roads 
cross the canals ? — Yes, they cross at a good many 
points. 

15694. When you say that with respect to the Ulster 
Canal, would you say that also of the district through 
which the derelict Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal 
passes ? — Of course, the development would be slower 
there because it is a more remote region and it would 
take more time to develope, but I cannot but believe that 
tillage would be possible even in that district. 

16595. Are you well acquainted with that district 7 — 
Not particularly with that district, but I know a good 
deal about Ireland generally. 

16696. Referring to what the last witness said as to 
the view taken by the Belfast Chamber of Commerce, 
I think he said that the most desirable thing in their 
judgment was to link up the Shannon with Sie Ulster 
Canal and so with the Lagan and Belfast, would j-ou 
anticipate much traffic between the districts served 
by the Shannon and Belfast ? — I believe in time there 
would be a fair traffic between those points. 

15597. On what do you found that opinion ? — I think 
that the increase of tillage in the country, with cheap means 
of transit to the ports, would increase the population 
and increase various industries, the milling industry, for 
instance. I may state that I am connected with the 
foreign grain trade, and we import a good deal of grain 
here, we ourselves about 100,000 tons annually, 
put on the canal here some 12,000 tons of grain, and that 
goes into lighters chiefly going through the lagan and 
Coalisland Canals, a little through the Ulster, but very 
little. Taking the flour milling industry, at one time 
small mills or moderate sized mills existed through the 
country, and they still do exist in the central and southern 
parte of the country where there is canal comx>etition 
with the railway, but the number of such mills in the 
southern part of the country where they are dependent 
upon railways alone, is very few. I beheve that those 
would be developed in the north as well if we had a larger 
population. 

15598. Going a little further and tab'ng you to the 
Shannon, is it the view of the Belfast Chamber of Com- 
merce and yourself, that there would be any considerable 
trade developed by inland navigation between Belfast and 
Limerick if tliir link were made ? — I do not think ro. 


but in the intermediate points I think there would be, R. B. 
both from Limerick upwards and from Belfast down. 

15599. I understand (I do not know whether you could Comma-ce. 

throw light on the subject) that there is practically no 

direct trade going on coastwise by sea between Belfast 1806. 

and Limerick ? — There is no regular communication but 

there are shipments made sometimes to fill a gap. 

loCOO. But considering the importance of the two 
ports, is there direct trade to any extent ? — No ; Limerick 
imports direct by foreign steamers of large size, as Belfast 
does. 

15601. If this expenditure were incurred on linking K«(urn on 
up the Ulster Canal with the Shannon and other water- e.xiemliture. 
waj-s, do you think there would be any early direct return 
on that expenditure ? — I do not think there would be an 
early return. 

15602. Do you think the whole question of the improve- 
ment of transit in Ireland is bound up with the cultivation 
of the land 7 — 1 do. 

13603. And that again is bound up with the question 
of a better education being given to the young people 
of Ireland ? — Yes. 

15604. Would you be in favour of local contributions Conlvibu- 
where these improvements were made ? — I would, to a tioi.s. 
small extent, to create a local interest. 

15603. Y’ou think that even if a small contribution 
were exacted or stipulated for, that would have a keneflcial 
effect 7 — 1 do. 

15G0P. Both in stimulating interest and, 1 suppose, in 
a little preventing the mischievous effect of the constant 
getting of State aid without anything being given ioeally 7 
— Exactly. 

15607. Is it your opinion that heavy traffic would be 
taken more economically by water than by rail or road ? 

— I lielieve so. 

15608. Whilst light goods and parcel traffic would be 
better taken by rail ? — Y’es. 

15609. With respect to the question of carrying, do you 
desire that both the body controlling the waterway and 
private carriers should have the opportuntiy of candying ?' 

— Yes, I consider it should be open to all. 

15610. With respect to the com mills which you have- 
alluded to, would it cheapen tlie cost of carriage of grain 
to these mills if a back traffic of agricultural produce to 
the seaports could be developed 7 — Certainly ; there is 
a loss now owing to the lighters going back empty, and 
therefore the inland cost must be higher. 

15611. The gist of your evidence is that what would Dgyg] _ 
really' produce an economic development of the canals [ 

would be the development of tillage in Ireland ? — Yes. ® I 

15612. (J/r. Grifith.) Y^ou saj' you are a large im- 
porter of grain, and consequently send large quantities 
up the Lagan, but very little up the Ulster ; do you find 
the small gauge of the Ulster Canal is largely the cause 
of that 7 — Yes, it is more expensive to send a small 
lighter than a large one. 

15613. And it is not worth transhipment 7 — That is so. 

15614. (dfr. Yivian.) Just one question with regard j 

to a paragraph in this Report as to the calculation by JIi-. | 

J. McCann, Chairman of the Grand Canal, that carriage \ 

by waterways comes well under a farthing per mile, and 
the railway rate to about 2d. per ton per mile ; do you 
accept that 7 — That waa prepared by the Chamber. 

15615. And you think that is promd 7 — I do believe so. 

15816. (Lord Bragsey.) Did the Chamber make any 
particular investigation on this point 7 — At the time — yes. 

Tht Witness withdrew. 
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Mr. John MoNally, called ; and Esamined. 


15BI7. {Ghairman.) Vou appear here on behalf of the 
Cookstown Urban District Council ?— Yes. I am a 
contractor carrying on work throughout the West of 
Ireland. 


15^3. What would be the advantage of that ? It 

would make a nearer waterway between the mouths of 
tne two canals. 

15624. ^at is not with a view to improving the water 
supply T~It would sliorten it by a considerable lenetb • 
you can see that from the map of Upper Lough Erne ’ 
1562.5. Is there another drawback in the fact that the 
Muth-western end of the Ulster Canal is closed above 
(Jones J— It IS closed. Some time ago I had some traffic 
that I cotdd have wnt by the Ulster Canal, and I wrote 
i It. Jtea on the subject, but he informed me that owine 
to WMt of water the south-western end of the canal was 
dosed by a stank, practioaUy a ditch, built across it. 
However, I do not altogether blame the LaganXavigation 
Company ; perhaps under the circumstances it has done 
M well as any other company could do. At the time that 
they proposed the Bill m ParUament I was one who went 
before the Committee of the House of Commons and was 
1^“^ *1? inserted which 

thf ^ altogether certain that 

Iht 7^? \a^«g«K>n Company would continue working 
the canal ; I had my doubts about them, and I thouKht 

Railway, or to the adjoining farmers. However we 
succeed m givmg it to them in perpetuity, and I 
f ® Navigation 

'^°“® '"®^ “y pirate company 

Lould have done under the circumst^ces. ^ ^ 

Balliaamore Canal 

should be completed ?-I think it would be of 
assistance to the whole canal system. 

Ulster a faeffity for competing ia the west, eai it 
would give Wick the facility for oompeiiag with 
tester ; It would bring the two seaports into connection 

desirable for the development of the country. ^ 

to a, that IJI that i, 
m the Bapnamore and EallyconneU diatriot ia 

conatnict^ ?— ^ght railwaya are very good in fh^- 
.elToa, hnt they do get their traffle from thS h.avim- tSr 
Imoa. and they are anbjiMt to the oharg«i made bfa; 

ttSre?'*' ““”8'' “t“ fot 


15629. What you really want is something to keep 
down raUway rates ? — Something to give us cheap transit ( 

whether it is railway or whether it ia canal, and in my 
opinion the railways oannot compete with canals. 


15619. What are the obstacles which stand in the way 
of your benefiting to the full from the existing water- 
ways ? — The urincina.i nbstarlo ici ti>a narrow gauge 


ways ? — The principal obstacle ~ .„w 

^^® Canal, and then the shallowness of the 


15630. Is it of any importance to you in Ulster, for 
instance, to be connected with Athlone and with Lough 
Derg ? — I have found that it would have been a benefit 
on several occasions if we had had water communication. 


15620. Would the shallow draught be remedied if it 
^re made similar to the Lagan Navigation ? — It would. 
I suggest that the depth of water should be the same as 
on the Lagan Canal. 


15631, The railway communication is round by Mullin- 
gar to Athlone ?— Yes ; you cannot get to Athlone 
except by Mullingar or by Sligo and Cluremorris. 


156-_1. Do you think there would be any difficulty 
about a sufficient water supply if the water were well 
administered ? — I could not speak of my own knowledge 
on that point, but I believe there would be a sufficient 
water supply wth some little improvements made. 


15632. Is it important also tliat there should bo a ti , 
system of through tolls ?— I believe it is. To™'* 

15633. There has been a great deal of complaint made 
to this Commission on the subjeot of through tolls : are 
you aware that there is a power under the Railway and 
Canal Traffic Act to obtain through tolls ?— No, I am 


156^ Do you wish for a short out which has been pro- 
posed by the Lough Erne Drainage Board between the 
entrances of the Ulster Canal and the Ballinamore Canal ? 
—At the time the Lough Erne Drainage Board carried 
out the work it was proposed as part of the work that the 
entrance to the Ulster Canal should be deepened, and that 
a Mort cutting should be made through a rock or apenin- 
sula runnmg into Lough Erne that would shorten the 
route to the Ballinamore Canal. They proposed to 
cut a ehwinel through the rock about 2,000 feet to give 
a G-ft. draught of water there, but I believe they never 
carried it out. 


15684. That does not seem to be generally known ?- 


15635. You are not aware that a complaint can be 
made to the Board of Trade, that the Board of Trade 
can make inquiry, and after that inquiry there is a 
further power in the applicant of taking the railway 
company or the canal company before the Railway Coat- 
^loners ?— I knew about the Railway Commission, 
but I did not know that referred to canals. 


15636. Have you anything to say on the Conlisland 
u depth unsatisfactory ’—The Coalisland 

Canal should be brou^t to the same depth of water as the 
L^gan (Canal, because if a boat can carry seventy tons 
of load trough the Lagan Canal, when she reaches the 
(^pa^land where there is not the same water they must 
ffisoharge part of it at the foot of the canal and biing it 
by cart. Instead of doing so the general practice ia only 
to load to the depth of water in the (Doalisland Canal. I 
understand the Lagan Navigation has given them three 
mches additional lately. 

^ waterway that you would like 
^a? Ban you .ometting to ..y .bout the B.Um- 

' ““k ‘‘ »o"M b. ao.t benefioi.l ' 
to toat diatnot if the Ballinderry River was made navi- 
gable from Lough Neagh to (Cookstown. 

T >; ‘® *® connecting Cookstown with 

Lough Neagh ?— Yes. 

15639. la there no navigation on it at present ?— No 
navigation. 

15640. Is there enough water !— An abundanco of 
water. 

15641. Has any effort been made at Cookstown to get 
up a movement for navigation on tlie Ballinderry ?— 
there has ; there was a meeting of the toivn counoil, 
w^ch appointed Mr. Gunning Moore and myself to come 


15612. That is recently? — Yes. 

“ovemont of the 

knd .—Before that there was none as there was nobody 
to appeal to. •' 

15644. Have you any idea what it would coat ?— Has 
any estimate be^ made ?-No particular estimate j I 
think a great deal of it could be done by dredging about 
ten or eleven miles. ® ® 

15645. Has any engineer been consulted ?— None. 

“ 5u V Commission to deal 

a matter that has not been dealt with locally in that 

15647. How many mUea ’—About ten miles. These 
Wpommate figures. I think in these days of 
absolutely necessaiy that every 
te^r^f ?L ®®^try should be taken advan- 

ttif ™ i*® advantage 

of the waterways it would enable us to get be^r 

^^"®® ""ould enable us to deliver 

to the farmer cheaper goods. 
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15648. At present Cookstown is not on any water- 
ivay: is there any wharf on Lough Neagh to which 
you can cart ’—Lough Neagh is ten miles distant at the 
nearest point. 

15649. Is there any means of putting anything upon 
boats on Lough Neagh ’—There is at ten miles a harbour 
built at a place called Ne^vport Trench marked on the 
map. That was built by the Upper Bann Navigation 
Trustees some years ago and it has very considerably 
benefited the district round it. 

15650. How far are you from Coalisland ’—About 
twelve miles from Coalisland further north on the west 
side of the lake. 

15651. Practically does any traffic go by water from 
Cookstown or does it all go by rail ? — It all goes by rail. 

15652. Do you think your rates per rail would be lower 

if you had a water communication on the Ballinderry ’ 

Further on you will find that I deal with that. There 
is another thing I would like to say ; it is not much, but 
the tendency of railway companies is to bring the people 
to the sea, and I believe the tendency of waterways is 
to bring the people inland and to encourage industries 
inland, and that is what we want in Ireland. We do not 
want the people all driven to the sea-board. That is 
practically all I have to say about that district, 
loproreuieut 15053. Now about the improvement of the Lower 

dl/Jn’er Bann, what have you to say on that subject ’ As to 

Ibaii. the Lower Bann it has been said and is said that the 

navigation is useless, but it was impossible, under the 
conditions that the Lower Bann was left in by the Board 
of Works, that any navigation could have grown on it for 
this reason, that for ordinary canal boats there was no 
way of getting them moved, there was no tow path and 
no means of towing or propelling them in any way. For 
larger boats the river at some points is so crooked that it 
is dangerous down stream to navigate it, and some of the 
bridges have been placed at a curve in the river. If 
the water is running at the rate of four or five miles an 
hour and a boat four or five miles more, it means tea 
miles an hour to give her steer^e way, and you oanmot 
shoot a narrow bridge at that rate and turn a curve at 
the same time. 

15654. Do you think the system could be improved 
and would then be self-supporting ? — It would. 

15655. Would that benefit the Province of Ulster ? 

It certainly would. 

16656. Are there some coalfields on the basin of Loueh 
Neagh ? — There are. 

16657. Wliereabouts are these ? — A large district on 
the basin of Lough Neagh for five or six miles inland 
and the whole extent of Lough Neagh. These coaifields 
extend from Coalisland right down along the whole of 
the western shore and underneath the lough itself. I 
have no hestation in saying that it is identical with 
and joins the coalfield of Ball3rcast]e as the coals are 
identicaL 

15658. Is this coal being worked ? — Not at present. 

15659. Wily not ’—Principally for the want of capital, 
in my opinion. I did a little at it myself some years ago 
when I was connected with the Ulster Fireclay Works, 
but it was merely to find how far the old workings had 
extended eastwards. 

by Sir 15660. With respect to all these arguments you adduce 
fo? improving the navigation of the Lower Bann, are you 
OH aware that a Report has been made by Sir Alexander 
Binnia advising tliat the navigation Aould be aban- 
•'■41 doned’-I am. 

15661. What do you say about that ? — The Lower 
18 one of the best pieces of engineering work that 
• has been done by the Government in Ireland so far aa tiiey 
have finished it. I hold that because an impossible trade 
has been unable to be built up on this river that is no 
reason why it should be destroyed. I know that Mr. 
Balfour introduced a Bill to do away with this navigation, 
and I also know from Sir Alexander Binnie’s report that 
ho proposed to level down the weirs, and what did they 
do it for ? Simply because a few landowners owning a 
few hundred acres of cut-out bog have been able to make 
a great noise. That is practically tie only argument 
that has been put forward 


15662. Do you think it would do much harm if the ^1/,., y, 
naviption were improved ? — It would greatly improve McNaliii 
the dramage and improve the bed of the river. Cookstown. 

15663. Then you differ from Sir Alexander Binnie on q 
that subject ?— Yes. Besides, there is an enormous water L 

power on the Lower Bann, and it is too bad that the 
cpntry should be asked to give up a navigable river and 
this immense water power for the sake and for the benefit 
of a few hundred acres of cut-out bog. 


15864. To pass on, you advocate various improve- t 
menta of the Coalisland Canal, of the Ulster Canal, and of 
the Lower Bann, and the opening of the Ballinamore and '* 
Ballyeonnell Canal ; would you bo prepared to say 
that the localities benefited ought to contribute ’—I 
would fike to see the whole of that problem carried out 
;^th Irish money, and, perhaps, you would ask me where 
I would get it ? 


15665. Y'es 7— Some years ago a Commission sat here 
and told us that we were paying £3,000,000 annually more 
than we should pay. I would take £2,000,000 of that 
and I would earmark it for the purpose of the develop, 
ment of the eanalways, light railways, piers, and harbours. 
That is, to put it sliortly, where I would propose to get 
the money. 


15666. Then you would be able to comfort yourself 
with the assurance that you were not being pauperised 
with British money, but that you were making the canals 
will your oAvn Irish money ’—Yea, we should be spend- 
ing our own money and developing our own country, 
giving employment to our own people and stopping 
the tide of emigration. 

15667. We will not discuss whether it is Irish money 
or not, but supposing that Government money was used, 
would you also think it would be right that the localities 
benefitted should contribute ; if, for example, this Ballin- 
derry River were to be made navigable would you say 
that Cookstown should contribute ?— I believe they would 
contribute so far as they were able. 


15668. And you think it would be fair and HcejrpMc 
that they should 1 — I do. 


156B9. Now can you give us from your oavd knowledge ComparaLivi} 
and experience any facts as to the comparative cost of 01 
oarrymg goods by rail or by water ’—Yes, from my <-^airiage. 
experience of the canals and the carriage by railways, 
the carriage by canals is a great deal cheaper whatever 
happens. 

15670. What rates would you get if these improve- 
ments were carried out at Cookstown ?— Supposing 
that the canal existed from Cookstown to Lough Neagh 
with a rate of 4s. 3d. per ton this would be equal to the 
present rate to Coalisland of 4s. I think that works out 
at about Id. per ton pet mile to Coalisland, and it would 
be about the same. Id. per ton per mile, to Cookstown. 

15671. Can you give me for different classes of goods, 
timber, and so on, what would be the rates ? — The rate 
to Cookstown by rail on timber is 8$. 6d., and by the pro- 
posed canal it would be 4s. The rate on boards is 8s. 6d. 
and would be 4s. by the proposed canal ; on cement 
7s. 3d. against 4s. and for feeding stuffs 6s. 6d. against 
4s. 3d. These are all six ton lots by rail. Flour would be 
7s. 6d. against 6s. 3d. ; groceries 12s. 9d. to 13s. 6d. 
against 4s. 3d. ; sugar Us. 6d. against 4s. 3d. : drapery 
goods 16s. lOd. against 5s. Outward from Cookstown 
to Belfast flax would be by rail 9s. and by canal Ss. ; 
potatoes 6s. 6d. against 4s. 3d. ; hay 7s. 6d against 5s. 5 
and grass seeds 8s. 6d. against 5s. 

15672. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) In what lots — one ton 
lots ?— The canal would carry one ton as cheap as the 
other if they ran an efficient service, but the railway 
rates are for six ton lots. 

15673. {Chairman.) You would like the canals to be 
open waterways for all kinds of carriers ? — I would ; I 
think they should be open to every peraon subject to a 
toll, and I think the toll should not exceed a farthing per 
ton per mile. That is praoticaily what the Lagan Naviga- 
tion charge at present, which I thinlr is a fair charge. I 
believe I am right in saying that the charge on the Lagan 
Canal is 7d. pet ton for twenty-seven miles. 

15674. The figures you have been giving us have been 
to some extent hypothetical ; they have been on the 
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■Ur. J. supposition that this Traterway was made from Cooks- 
jl/cA’nffy. town to Lough Neagh ?— Yes, the canal figures are hypo- 
Cookatomt. thetical. 

9 Vrt. 190fi. 16675. Can yea say from your experience that where 

there is competition of a waterway with a railway the 

rates are invariably lower ? — They are. 

15676. Is it your opinion that railways should be made 
to make their rates lower at places where there is not a 
waterway ? — It is my opinion that railways should reduce 
their rates equally over the whole system and not concen- 
trate the low rate upon the points where canals touch them. 
If the railway can carry at a cheap rate why not give 
every town in the district the benefit of that cheap rate ? 

15677. How would you like the main lines of waterway 
to bo controlled ? — I think that the entire waterways 
should be controlled from a central body. 

15678. With respect to the local branch lines what have 
you to say ? — On further consideration I think they should 
all be under a central body. 

Use of_ canals 15679. Have you had to do with agriculture yourself f 

t'miSl*” ' — ^ brought up in an agricultural district largely 

connected with agriculturists, and to some small extent 
I have been engaged in it myself. 

15630. Do the farmers in your district use the Coal- 
island Canal much ? — They do to a very large extent, 
and a great deal more than they do either road or rail. 
Some of the farmers ship their goods themselves by lighter. 
The lighters coming to Coalisland belong to private 
people ; they are not Lagan Canal lighters. 

15681. What are the principal agricultural products 
in youi' district ?— Principally hay, potatoes, oats and 
grass seeds ; that is for shipment. 

156S2. You have provided me with a table and I will 
not put you through these details, or the amounts weighed 
at Cookstown market. Do you think coal would be a 
considerable traffic ? — It would be a considerable traffic 
until we could get our own coalfields developed ; then it 
would be an export as well as an import. 

15683. What is your estimate of it ? — So far as I can 
find there would be at least 15,000 tons to Cookstown. 

15684. Do you think that would be 15,000 tons a year 

besides what would be wanted for local consumption ? 

The 1.5,000 tons is the local consumption ; that is coal into 
Cookstown at the present time. 

15685. Thatwouldnotgo bywater ? — There is no reason 
why it should not ; I think that is one of the things that 
would go by water. 

15686. You mean you would bring it up the Ballin- 
derry ? — Yes. You see by the canal from Belfast, Cooks- 
town would be about the same distance as Belfast to 
Cookstown by rail. 

15087. Is there any tendency among the fanners in 
your neighbourhood to resort to co-operation 1 — There is ; 
creameries are largely co-operative, and they are incHnin g 
to join in co-operation for the purchase of manures and 
feeding stuffs. 

15688. If they combined it would be more easy to bring 
their goods by water ’—It would be so. 


15689. If this Ballinderry river were opened for traffic 
do you think Cookstown would put on a good service of ’ 
boats ? — It would— a good service of motor or other boats. 

15690. As far as Belfast ? — As far as Belfast, and make 
regular sailings. 

15691. Would there also be some traffic to Coleraine ? 

Not at present. 

15692. How do you think that agricultural development 
is hindered in your neighbourhood by the state of tlie 
waterways ?— The canals have not been in perfect order, 
you find they are scarce of water, and very often they are 
filled with weeds. The inland harbour at Coalisland in the 
summer time is more like a meadow than aharbour. Iain 
sorry to have to say it of the navigation company, as they 
are good people. 

15693. {Lord Brassey.) You know the Ulster Cana! ? 

Ido. 

16694. You have bad the experience of a contractor for 
public works ? — Yes. 

16696. Have you any rough idea as to what it would Cu.'.t of 
cost to convert the twenty-six locks on the Ulster Canal, improritj 
to increase their dimensions to the standard of the Lagan listerCrj 
Canal ? — I think the canal itself would only requii-e dredg- 
ing and cleaning, and £1,000 or £1,600, 1 believe, would alter 
each look. I do not Imow how many locks are on it, but 
roughly I do not think that would be far off it. 

15696. (ilfr. Snowdert.) There are twenty-six looks, I 
believe, on the Ulster Canal ; you think that the altera- 
tion could he carried out for about £40 a lock ? — I don’t 
think so ; I am. only speaking very roughly. There would 
be only one side to take out of the lock to widen it. 

15697. {Mr. Davison.) Where was that pier you spoke 
of on Lough Nea^h 1 — Newport Trench on the west shore 
of Lough Neagh, about half way down the lough. 

15898. Is that near Ballyronan ? — No, it is six or eight 
miles from Ballyronan ; the Ballinderrv river opens 
between the two places. 

15699. Is it between the Ballinderry river and BaOy- 
ronan ? — No, it is between the Ballinderry river and the 
southern end of the lough, almost at a place called Ardboe 
Point. It is about a mile north of Ardboe Point. 

15700. {Mr. Waldron.) What is the population of 
Coalisland ?— Only about 600 or 700, but it is a very 
thickly populated district round the village. The village 
itself is not large. Cookstmra is about 4,600. 

15701. {Mr. KHUch.) May I ask you if are in genera! 
business as a contractor, or if you restrict your work to 
public works 1 — I am in general business as a contractor. 

15702. Have you yourself sent or received anything by 
canal ? — Oh yes ; I was connected for years with the 
industry of the fireclay works at Coalisland. 

15703. Are you at present receiving or sending anything 
by canal ! — Not at present. 

15704. You think you could widen twenty-six looks 
from 11 feet to 14 feet wide and build new lock chambers 
on one side at the rate of £60 a look ? — No, £1,500. 

15705. Do you mean £1,500 a lock ? — £1,500 a look. 

Tin TFsfness ivifhdnv. 


Jfajor J. A. ToERESs, H.M.V.L., Co. 
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15706, (Chairman.) I understand you appear for the 
Coleraine Harbour Commissioners, for the Coleraine 
Urban District Council, and the Lower Barm Navigation ? 
— Yes, I am Chairman of the Harbour Board of Coleraine, 
I represent the Urban District CoimcU, as they could not 
send a representative, and I am also a member of the 
. Lower Bann Navigation Board. 

'• 15707. Have your Harbour Commissioners had under 

e their consideration the Eeport by Sir Alexander Binnie 
to the Lord-Lieutenant on the Bann and Lough Neagh 
drainage ? — Yes, and I have the Report here with me. 

16708. That is the Pieport of the present year, Com- 
mand Paper 2855 ! — Yes. 


15709. The Report is dated 16th January last ?— Yes. 
lo7Ul The Harbour Commissioners desire to express 
tlieir views on Sir Alexander Binnie’s proposal.s ? Yea. 


Londonderry, called ; and Examined. 

16711. Will you make your statement ? — The Harbour 
Board are very much interested in this matter, having 
spent a large sum of money on the navigation of the 
River Bann at its mouth as far as the tideway goes to 
the Cutts of Coleraine. 

15712. Are they the navigation authority on the 

River Bann from the Cutis to the sea 1 Yes, all that is 

the tideway of the Rivet Bann, and on that navigation 
the Harbour Board have spent altogether a sum of 
£100,500, that is in connection with the moles at the 
mouth of the river, in dredging the navigable channel, 
and in forming the wharfage accommodation at Coleraine. 

15713. What do the works that you have executed 
include ?~What I have stated, the moles at the entrance 
to the river, the dredging of the bar, the dredging of the 
channel the whole way from there to Coleraine, and the 
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erection of quays and necessary sheds and wharfage 
accommodation at Coleraine for the incoming shipping. 

1571 -I. Therefore your Commissioners are greatly 
interested in this Report and have a strong opinion on 
Sir Alexander Binnie’s recommendation to abandon the 
navigation works on the Lower Bann ? — Quite so, 
because the continuation of cur work is the navigation of 
the Lower Bann ; if the waterway is to be carried through 
to Lough Neagh our work is the commencement from 
the sea to the end of the tideway, and from there comes 
the waterway that is proposed to be abolished. 

TrtiScon 15715. I am afraid you cannot say that there is a 
Bann. considerable trafSc on that Lower Bann ? — No, we do 
not pretend that there is now. 

15716. Was there at one time a substantial trade ?— 
'There was at one time a certain amount of trade, but 
that was previous to the construction of what is called 
the Derry Central Railway, and now there is a railway 
on both sides, and that, of course, has killed the naviga- 
tion, because, as you have heard it stated, the railways 
liave lowered their rates to meet the competition of the 
waterway, and a waternuy cannot compete with a 
railway company. 


PjaMt 

iksjoD- 

ueitcf 

UTi|!StiOD. 
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15717. You are not prepared to say that there would 
be an immediate prospect of traffic along this waterway ! 
— I do not think so at the present time. 

15718. Apart from that, have you certain reasons to 
submit why you wish to protest against the abandonment 
of the navigation works 1 — Yes. You have my 
evidence before you showing what has been done by the 
Coleraine Harbour Board in the way of improving the 
navigation there. 

15719. The Commission have not got it before them ; 
would you kindly make your statement ? — The naviga- 
tion works have been successful, and regular steamers 
ply between the port and Glasgow and other harbours, 
while a general coasting trade is carried on besides some 
foreign trade in timber, etc. Vessels of from 500 to 600 
tons burthen enter the port regularly. The revenue of 
the harbour, which in the year 1879, when the present 
Harbour Board was constituted, was only £358, is now, 
owing to the expenditure by the Coleraine Harbour Board 
— that is, the people of Coleraine— £2,094 ; that is the 
revenue for last year ; and our revenue for this year, I 
may say, so far is a slight advance upon that. We 
have been gradually increasing it every year. The 
people of Coleraine have submitted to a rating to secure 
loans for the purpose of carrying out these works, which 
amounted in the earlier years to Is. lid. in the£, but 
owing to the success of the harbour and the increasing 
revenue, we have established a sinking fund and have 
now cut down the rating upon the township of Coleraine 
to 9d. in the £. We have got the sinking fund still going, 
and we hope in a period of some fifteen or sixteen years 
to have entirely cleared ofi our debt, and then we shall 
have what you may call a free port. Therefore the 
Harbour Commissioners and the people of Coleraine are 
much interested in the maintenance and development 
of the navigation of the River Bann. There was at one 
dme a considerable inland traffic on the river although 
there is little at present, and there is a possibility that 
this traffic may he revived ; that is to say, if at any time 
the railway should put the rates so high that it would be 
worth our while, the Harbour Commissioners would in 
all probability run a steam or motor barge up the River 
Bann in order to meet the competition. 

15720. In your proof you have given a number of 
reasons against the abandonment; would you like to go 
through them ? — We say that in Sir Alexander Binnie’s 
Report dated January I6th, 1906, he recommends tie 
abandonment of the navigation works and the locks 
between the Cutts and Lough Neagh, and to this the 
Harbour Commissioners are strongly opposed for the 
following reasons : — It is of the greatest importance 
to preserve and assist the smaller harbours in Ireland. 
The tendency of modem traffic is to crush out such 
harbours by concentrating traffic in the large harbours 
and by the establishment of railway monopolies. It is 
in the interests of the country to prevent such monopolies 
and the Government should not willingly favour a scheme 
calculated to handicap a harbour like Coleraine. At the 
present time a proposal to destroy an inland waterway 
is reactionary — the importance of preserving canals and 


inland watenvays is shown by the appointment of the 
present Royal Commission. Sir Alexander Binnie states 
that the river Bans violates the principles of canal 
engineering and would be uneconomic in working, but there 
is little point in this as suitable steam or motor craft could 
be used for the conveyance of goods which would be in- 
dependent of towing paths, currents, etc. It is the 
opinion of practical men that no serious damage is done 
by flooding to the lands between Lough Neagh and the 
Cutts. It has been stated by people who have farms on 
this land that is flooded that the flooding of the land in the 
winter deposits on the land valuable manure which adds 
to the fertility of the land, although it is all under water 
in the winter. The only damage that is done is the 
floating away of bay cocks and that sort of thing which 
might very easily be prevented by the owners. Sir Alex- 
ander Binnie in his report refers to the large expenditure 
for maintaining the navigation works as compared with 
the small revenue for tolU, but it must be borne in mind 
that the outlay of the Lower Bann Navigation trustees 
chiefly on dredging is incurred largely for the purposes 
of drainage and not for navigation at all. I should like at 
this point just to refer you to the accounts which I have 
sent your Lordship of the Navigation Board of which I am 
a member. 

15721. I have not seen those ? — I believe they were 
sent, but I can leave the ones I have with you. 

16722. Is that the Navigation Board of the Lower 
Baam ? — Yes. The Board this year did that part of the 
works for eight months at a cost of £70 per month for 
wages, and about two months out of those eight they were 
dredging at Antrim Harbour, which has nothing whatever 
to do with the Bann ; that is right at the other comer of 
the Lough, but somehow or other it comes into our charge 
and there the cost of dredging is considerably higher, 
one-third more because we have to take lodgings for the 
men there and different things, and to take more men on 
the dredger. The coal for the dredger costs about £100 
a year and the upkeep of the digger averages about 
£35 a year, the renewal of barges about £10 a year, the 
superintendent’s wages £90 a year and his traveling 
expenses some £5 a month. The total of this will run 
to some £765 which is expended entirely upon dredging, 
keeping an open channel for the water flowing from Lough 
Neagh to the sea, dredging the Harbour at Antrim, and 
then about once in every three years we have to undertake 
the dredging of the BaIl}Tonan Harbour which was 
referred to by the last witness. 

15723. And that is not at all for the purposes of naviga- 
tion ?— Of course it fulfils both purposes because we keep 
an open channel of 6 feet at any rate right through to the 
sea by dredging in this way. Naturally the whole of our 
time is not spent in dredging the river but in dredging 
Lough Beg, which is a smaller Lough at the top of the 

15724. Perhaps it would be fairer to say that the Navigation 
primary object is drainage and not the navigation andDraiaa^e 
\Vs are a Navigation and Drainage Board so that we Boaid. ^ 
exist for both purposes. 

15725. But I understand what you want to say is 
that the primary object of this is for the drainage 7 — 

Entirely for drainage to get the water away. Lough Beg 
is our great difficulty. One may say that except Antrim 
Harbour and an occasional dredge at one of the locks 
which may silt up, the whole thing is in Lough Beg, and 
it is a muddy bottomed Lough, a shallow Lough, with 
weeds growing to the surface of the water in most parta 
of it and the bottom is continually sliding into thechaimel ; 
as fast as we dredge it out it slides in. It is all running 
sand and liquid mud which that lake consists of ; it is a 
very shaUow lake absolutely level right through and it 
is the source of expense to us. You may say that nine 
tenths of the work we do on the River Bonn is done in 
keeping that charmel open. Then we have other small 
expenditureB which we are obliged to keep up, keeping in 
repair the footway of some of the bridges across the 
river and small things of that kind, and the total expendi- 
ture that we have divided over two counties amounts to 
about £1,200 a year. These are the levies we make on 
the two counties. 

15726. When the original works were carried out 
where was the dredged material taken from the Naviga- 
tion channel placed ? — It was placed within the bed of 
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ir>T2S. Where do you take your dredgings to — 
That is one of our difficulties ; the dredgings from Lough 
Beg we are obbged to take away in barges and to deposit 
again in the lake. We have norightsnnywhereof placing 
dredgings on the land. At Antrim Harbour we have 
been allor\-ed to put gravel and sand on the shores but 
that is the only place where we have been allowed to 
do so ; there has been no provision anywhere made for 
the dredgings taken out of the river being deposited 
anywhere else than in the river or in Ix)ugh Beg ; so 
much that the only bit of land we could use in dredging 
the Cutis at one time was just the land round the lock 
house and we were obliged to deposit the whole of the 
silt taken out above the lock at Coleraine about the lock 
house, which made a terrible mess of the place for some 
years, but we had nowhere to put it except on that spot. 
Now we shall have to dredge that again and we are in 
great difficulties to know where we can put the sila 
15729. Does not the sOt find its way back into the old 
channel ? — It does by degrees in Lough Beg. Of course, 
as I say at Antrim we have been allowed to place it on 
the land, and at the Cutts we place it on the ground 
belonging to us, which is a very small bit and we cannot 
do that again. In Lough Beg the whole thing being 
liquid mud it must find its way back into the channel. 
In the original making of the river all the dredgings were 
placed in the bed of the river, as I said before, and there 
is established what are locally known as stanks in the 
river, tliat is piles of stones, which in many cases rise 
above the water level ; there is nothing but the narrow 
channel dredged out between them and the bank and all 
these have to be marked with stakes and kept marked 
in order that the narigation may be used. There is 
no rule ; the channel has not been carried down one or 
other side of the river hut it is just carried across and 
across the river here and there following the line of least 
resistance ; and wherever the bottom had to be exca- 
vated the material was piled up in the waterway of the 
river itself; so that the original works you see did not help 
very much. They gave a fair six feet channel through 
the river but they have not in any case increased the 
sectional area of the river. 

15730. Have you something to say about the flood 
gate arrangements ?— As far as the flood gate arrange- 
ment is concerned, our Harbour Board are of opinion that 
the flood gates could be put into these locks. In some 
eases there are already provisions for it ; they were not 
put in at the time of the work and now the weir walls at 
the locks with the necessary quantity of superfluous water 
could be carried below by these flood gates without des- 
troying the navigation and keeping the present channel 
in the river. 

15731. These arrangements have never been used, and 

if they were used they would be of great advantage ? 

IVe think so. I can refer to that when we are taking 
Sir Alexander Binnie’s Report. 

15732. We will pass on to the fear of the Harbour Com- 
missioners ; they have a fear that if the Navigation works 
were removed large quantities of debris and silt would 
be brought down the river and deposited in the naWeation 
channel between Coleraine and the sea Yes we think 
if the river was opened up in this fashion and if Sir 
Alexander Binnie s expectations were fulfilled and 
the nver kept its own channel clear through Lough Beg— 
a fact which in the first instence, we deny the possibility 
of— that deposit must pass down the river and stop 
somewhere, and it naturally would stop when it came 
to the tideway, 

15733. In order that the Commiasion should under 
stand that, I think it would be better that vou should 
state briefly what Sir Alexander Binnie propped besides 
the abandonment of the navigation ?— If you wiU refer tn 
his_ report I think the simplest and q^kest waj ^ 
arrive at that would be to take his estimate at the end. 

J5734. I (1„ BOI see vetj- epecifio propoeals beyond the 
abandonment of the navtgation on pages 11 and lo t_ 
If yon loot at page 17 you trtll see he gives an estimate 


and the quickest way of seeing what he is advocating 
would be to look at that. There he proposes lowering 
the weirs and salmon gaps, and inserting sluice gates at 
the canal lock and mill culvert on the Cutts Weir. You 
will see tliere that Sir Alexander himself refers to placing 
sluice gates. 

15735. {iSi> John Zhrine/toTt.} Is the gate on the one 
nearest the sea ? — Yes, just at the head of the tide-way. 

15730. iChairman.) What does he estimate to be the 
cost of that first item ? — £2,000. Then he proposes 
excavation at and above the Cutts, as recommended by 
Messrs. Gamble and Dick, 10,000 cubic yards at 5s. 
That is where we had to place the dredgings on the lock- 
keeper’s house grounds. Then he proposes to excavate 
the river from the Cutts to the upper end of Dugan’s 
Shoal, as recommended by Messi-s. Gamble and Dick 
70,000 cubic yards at 2s. That is a new excavation ; we 
have never done anything there since the works were 
originally made. I suppose that is with a view to getting 
a clear nm through at that point. Then, an excavation 
in the river from the upper end of the Logan’s Shoal to 
the Derry Central Railway Bridge, as recommended by 
Messrs. Gamble and Dick, 110,000 cubic yards, at 2s., 
£11,000. Then, excavation at the mouth of the Agivey 
River, as recommended by Messrs. Gamble and Dick 
0.600 cubic yards, at 2s., £660. Then the entire removal 
of Camroe Weir. All these other points do not interfere 
wth the navigation if they are necessary, which I rather 
doubt, but the removal of Camroe Weir is the first blow 
in this estimate ; that knocks on the head the navigation 
once for all. We suggest that the Camroe Weir could 
very easily be made to pass the required water by putting 
a sluice gate into it. Then he suggests the removal of the 
Portna Weir. Portna Weir is considerably above Camroe 
tae next look above Camroe is called Movanagher, and 
there there is a short canal, but he does not in any way 
seem to think that that interferes with the navigation 
The canal is separate from the river altogether and the 
nver runs much too rapid there. Then we come to the 
Portna Weir where there are two locks with a fall of 
about twenty feet or perhaps a little more, and he proptwes 
to move that weir altogether by blasting the rock away 
at a cost of £700. That is the last lock until we come 
to the lock at Toome which is at the entrance into Lough 
Neagh. That is the waterway he refers to in his report 
when he says that fifteen miles from that up to Lough 
Neagh IS running nearly at level. He proposes to 
excavate thatrook above the Portna Weir— there is a verv 
in the river there-14,000 cubic yards, at 5s.. 
^,600. Then he proposed to excavate the Shoal at 
Portglenone, which is higher up still, some six miles 
fmther up the nver, at a cost of £15,600. Then there is 
the re-construction of the weir at Toome, including 
sluice in look ; there again he employs the sluice you see, 
te help him in gettmg rid of the surplus winter water. 
We know perfectly well as the Board of the Lower Bann 
Navigation that that ueir at Toome would have to be 
reconstructed; it was largely constructed of timber 
oripnally and the timber is rotten. Owing to the 
agitation about these matters, we have never ventured 
to f^e the expense of this, or to call on the counties to do 
It, but we know perfectly well that weir will have to be 
reconstructed. Then the tramway from Toome Lock to 
^ matter for the fishing 
wafts there. Then there is the excavation in Lough 
Neagh (approachmg to Toome Weir). In the end bit of 
” above the weir. 

Md a south-west, south-east, or southerly wind drifts 
the sand; for the whole length there is fine sand and 
gravel all up against the Toome Weir wall, and the whole 
tomg 38 Bilted up level with the top of the wall there. 

Jfi fiT thousands of tons of sand and 

^ excavate that for a cost 
toaf’fnS'!, ^ possibly do it for 

S.atK« >, “^^kes no mention of where he ^ to put it. 
to ^ f ^‘ffictiltiea. He wiU have 

surrounding land. He 
dn^ 'J ; it WiU only 

the^liS 1 ’iv ® be taken out of 

estimate made for putting it 
durinv tha compensation to fisheries 

^^-000. I know the 
Of setisfied with that compensation. 

Of course Sir Alexander Binnie's Report is greatly 
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t-?ehnio.il, and perhaps it ia not right for a person like 
myself, or for people like the Board 1 represent, to 
eriticise a great engineer, but at the same time there are 
•certain points he gives here that rather opened our 
■eyes. We are paying for all this drainage work from the 
rounties of Antrim and Londonderry with a particularly 
heavy load on Coleraine, whereas if you look at page 3 
of Sir Alexander Binnie’s Report you will see : “ This 
large drainage area is bounded,” etc, and there he gives 
the boundary, you will see, for Antrim : Slieve Nahanag- 
man, Slieve Nance, Neill’s Top, Doughlas Top, Agnew'a 
Hill, and Shane’s Hill. That is County Antrim. Then 
the watershed of the Six-Mile-Water comes below, that is 
County Antrim; and then “On the south-east the 
watershed falls to the low summit passed over by the 
Lagan Navigation;” and then on the south and south- 
east “the drainage area of the Upper Bann runs up 
to considerable altitudes among the Moume Mountains.” 
if you refer to your map you will see tliat the 
Alourne Mountains are on the south-east of the county 
Down, and the whole of the land sloping from 
the Moume Mountains to the north and north-west 
drains into the Upper Bann. The south half of County 
Down contributes an enormous volume of water which 
Hows into the Lough, and flows very quickly and suddenly 
now owing to the improved field drainage which has been 
■carried out all over Ulster and the rest of Ireland, as far as 
I know, with money borrowed from the Board of Works. 
Consequently this water rushes down and raises the level 
of the Lough far more rapidlythan it used to do. and tire 
River Bann is not fit to carry it away. All this water is 
got rid of for their own advantage by the County Down 
people who contribute nothing towards the main artery 
which passes it to the sea, and that is the River Bann. 
Further down still you will see be gives the drainage urea 
of the Blackwater by Newtownhamilton, the Balliiiderry 
and Sloyold Rivers, Carntogher, Doval’s Hill, Boyd's 
Mountain, etc. That includes Counties Armagh, Tyrone, 
and Derry, a small bit of Armagh and a large section of 
Tyrone. Tyrone is the Blackwater, and if yon look on 
page 6 under the head, “ Flow from the drainage area 
Mac- above Toome,” Mr. MacMalion in his Report of 1845 
.'Ijhijn’s _ gives the catchwater area of the Blackwater at 618 
1845. square miles, and Sir Alexander Binnie says that that is 
not perfectly correct, and he puts it at 660 square miles, 
but whether or not, the whole of that drainage flows 
eventually into the River Bann and nothing is contri- 
buted by the people who benefit by getting rid of their 
superfluous water through the channel of the River 
Bann. The whole expense falls on the two counties of 
Antrim and Derry, as I say. 

15737. The point on which I particularly asked you wa.<! 
as to the fear of the Harbour Commissioners as to wbat 
would happen if Sir Alexander Binnie’s Report were 
carried out ? — As far as the Harbour Commissioners are 
concerned, it would do away with aU possibility of out 
putting a motor barge or a steam barge on the river to 
compete with the railway companies if they ciuahed us 
out altogether, which, of course, it is in their power to do. 
.At the present time the tiling exists there, and it is a thing 
we can fall back upon as a last resource. 

15738. Have the Harbour Commissioners a further 
opinion as to the effect of the removal of the navigation 
works on the drainage ? Do they tbi.ik the weight of 
engineering opinion is tliat that would not appreciably 
help the drainage ? — The Harbour Board submit that the 
weight of ungineering opinion is to the effect that the 
removal of the navigation works would not to any 
appreciable degree help the drainage. In this connection 
they refer to the Reports of Mr. MacMahon, Mr. Manning, 
and Mr. O’Neill. These engineers aU favoured a united 
drainage and navigation scheme. 

15739. You refer to those reports, and you suggest 
they are in our possession ; we have not seen them and 
know nothing of them ? — We only have one copy of 
them and we were unable to send copies. 

’ 15740. To whom were those reports made 1 — They 

were made long ago ; 1 can tell you something about 
them because I have a memorial from the Joint Coleraine 
Harbour Commissioners and Coleraine Town Com- 
missioners, dated June 27tb, 1882. 

16741. If you wilt give our assistant secretary the re- 
ference he will obtain the paper for us, but perhaps you 
■will just briefly state what were their views. Did you 
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also mention Mr. Barton ‘i — Y'es, Mr. MnoMahon, .Vejor J. 1. 
Maiming and Mr. O’Neill. These engineers all favoured Ton-enn. 
a united drainage and navigation scheme, and were of Colei-aiiit. 

opinion that the destruction of the navigation works 

would have little or no effect upon the drainage. It ® 
appears then tc the Harbour Board that if a remedy 
for the flooding is necessary it will be found by increasing 
the sectional area of the river bj' dredging and not by tlie 
removal of the navigation works. Clearly, also, the 
increased sectional area must be maintained by dredging 
from time to time, and this will be rendered very difficult 
if the locks are destroyed so that a dredger cannot pass 
up and down the river. Under all the circumstances 
the Harbour Commissioners would most strongly urge 
that the Lower Bann Navigation Works, constnicted at 
great cost and partly paid for by the ratepayers of Col- 
eraine and district, sliould not be destroyed for a purpose 
the attainment of which is, to say the least of it, highly 
problematical. That is dated the other day, and this 
memorial which I have here is dated the 27tlr June, 

18S2. It is signed by “ H. Hervey Bruce, Chairman of 
Coleraine Harbour Commissioners,” and " Hugh Ander- 
son, Chairman of Coleraine Town Commissioners,” and 
there they say : “ That your memorialists are surprised 
at the recommendation of the Royal Commission in favour 
of ceasing to maintain the existing navigation works, 
inasmuch as it would appear that no engineer of standing 
has at any time within the knowledge of your memorial- 
ists ever submitted a plan to the public, or even ex- 
pressed the opinion, that in the interests of drainage 
it is necessary to do away with the existing navigation ; 
whereas the present Chief Engineer (Mr. Manning, C.E.), 
of the Irish Board of Works, and other engineers of re- 
putation, have at various times unhesitatingly main- 
tained that any work es-sential for better drainage can be 
carried out in accoi-danee witli the original design of a 
uirited drainage and navigation.” There is just one 
other point, if I am not taking up too much of j'onr time. 

I say that we have ventured to criticise Sir Alexand( r 
Binnie, but we do not stand alone in this. On page 12 
of Sir Alexander Binnie’s Report less than a third down 
the page you will find : “ Ritting all other matters on 
one side, and regarding it as a canal for economicn! 
traffic, it violates the first principles of canal engineering, 
for the whole economy of inland navigation is the maii!- 
tenance of still water ponds between the different locks 
along which navigation eon be hauled at a low cost. In 
the case of the Bann Navigation, however, we have a 
canalised river, down which passes, against any upward 
traffic during the winter months, floods at the rate of 
400,000 to 800,000 cubic feet per minute. It is, therefore, 
not surprising to me that the navigation has not proved 
a corameroial success. No towing path was even provided, 
as I presume it was intended that the navigation sboul..l 
be carried on by sailing, poling, or steam power, and I 
do not contemplate any increase of traffic should a swing 
bridge, as suggested, be constructed at Coleraine.” That 
is Sir Alexander Binnie ’s Report of this year. This 
Report, which I refeired to before, of the Coleraine 
Harbour C'omraissionere and Coleraine Town Com- 
missioners was dated 27th June, 1882, and tliere 
they quote from Mr. Barton whom you mentioned just 

15742. Did you say this was a report of tlie Harbour 
Board or a report to the Harbour Board ’/ — A repost 
of the Harbour Board. I have quoted from Sir Ales- 
andcr Binnie, and they quote from Mr. Barton, M-. 

Ma nning and O’Neill. Mr. Barton, C.E., says, 

on 8th June, 1877, that ” the specified depths in the 
navigation cbannel had been practically carried ouf, and 
in many cases more work had been done than was origin- 
ally contemplated,” and expresses his strong opinion 
that “ the navigation works were a credit to the country 
as a public work.” and that “ they hear strong testimony 
to the skill and discretion of those who carried them out. ’ 

In this opinion, Mr. Manning, C.E. (after a recent inspec- 
tion of the river in 1877) begs to state his full concurrence, 
and to add that “ as the excavation necessary for navi- 
gation formed a part of that required for drainage also, 
the efficient execution of the one involves to a great 
extent that of the other.” A little further down in my 
report Mr. O’Neill, another eminent engineer, comes 
in ; he was appointed, I believe, to look into this matter ; 

“ In the minutes of evidence given before the Roval 
Commission (2,410) ilr. O’Neill expresses his opinion 
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JU'tjijrJ. A. IJiat if the navigation works were given up altogetlioc 
Turntts, aud the present locks opened, it Mxnild have very little 
Cohmiio'. effect or influence, the channel of tlic river is so insuffi- 
9 Oet 1900 ^ * question of providing sufficient channel to 

— ! — ' get the floods down the wirs.” I am only trying to 

justify our criticisms of this report of Sir Alexander 
Binnie. WTien he says that tiie whole thing violates the 
first principles of canal engineering. 

loT43. Is there anything else you would like to place 
l)efore the Commission ? — No, I do not think I need 
waste your time any further. 

15744. Fra/icis Hopitxiod.) 1 understand from the 
Navi'-adou* ^^idenee you have given that you ohjeet to Sir Alexander 
^ ■ Binnie’s Report upon the Bann drainage in so far as it 

recommends the abolition of the uavigution ? — Quite so ; 
speaking for the Harbour Botird and the Town Commis- 
sioners of Coleraine we both object to it, and we did so 
in the year 1SS2. 

15745. You went through item by item the estimate 
attached to Sir Alexander Binnie's Report cm page 17 : 
did I understand that those whom you represent did 
not object to the expenditure of the money upon the items 
in that estimate, assuming the money could be found, 
with the exception of items six and seven relating to the 
I'emoval of the weirs at Camroe and Portna ? — Well, 
that does not quite cover the ground, but I think we might 
put it in this way, that we do not object to the expenditure 
of the money in any way where it does not abolish the 
navigation. These two points you refer to would abolish 
it certainly. 

15746. That is the point I want to get out ; I followed 
you very closely through the various items in this estimate 
because I wanted to find out whether there were any 
items, with the exception of six and seven, to which you 
would object. 1 understood that there was a great object- 
tiou to six and seven because they were the crucial points 
affecting the navigation t— Certainly, I said the first blow 
to us was the removal of Camroe Weir. Down to that 
1 think llie navigation still exists if this money were spent. 
Items six and seven certainly abolish the navigation. 
Speaking of the rest of it, ns far as I can see here, I do 
not see tliat it does interfere with the navigation. 

15747. I take it from you in that form ; we may accept 
the estimate with the e.xception of six and seven. -Am I 
right in thinkiiig that you have no objection to six and 
seven if the weirs are not removed but sluice gates ate 

put in them in order to give access to the water ? Not 

the shghtest objection provided the navig.ation is main- 
tained. I think on tlie other hand that is what we would 
propose doing, but we think it hardly necessary to spend 
so much money as is here stated. 

1374S. I appreciate that ; you think the expense too 
l.irge ? — Yea. 

13740. Still for our purpasc we may use the estimate 
us a fair and reasonable scheme from our point of view 
subject to your criticism of six and seven r— Certainly I 
think so. 

13730. (J/r. CrossU.y.) What is the great object of 
reniQvmg these weirs ’ Whom would it benefit ?— The 
great object in removing the weirs, as far as I know, is to 
benefit the people whose land is flooded or supposed to be 
flooded owing to the existence of these weir.s. 
l-Too<ling. 15731. Supposing this land was flooded what would 
you consider would be the difference in the value conferred 

by removing the weirs and stopping the flooding ! I sup- 

jiose that then the lands would vield the full value to 
the present owners, whereas now in'wincer to a considerable 
extent these lands are under water, and in the summer 
tlood-s the produce on them is carried awav bv the flood 
waters. ' ’ 


lo„->2. Evidence has been given to us showing that 
if anythmg, the flooding is rather an improvement ?— 
In certain districts— yes ; I cannot speak for districts 
a^ut Portadown and up there in the Upper Bann regions. 
\\ hen I mentioned the improvement it was uith regard 
to the flooding of the River Bann itself about Aghadowev 
the Lower Bann. 

15753. Do you consider, at any rate, supposing this 
floodmg were removed, a benefit to the tune of £76,000 

would be conferred I cannot for & moment think so ■ 
I do not believe that anything you can do to a river which 


has a fail of only 45 f.-tt m tliirty twj m les will entirely 
remove the flooding of the land on the boutli side of Lough 
Neagh and other parts we speak of about Cortodown. I 

thiuk every year tlie.se floods will go on increasing as 
the field clrainage system is made more and more fre- 
quent and the ivaters are brought down more s.atisfac- 
torily into Lough Neagh. I do not believe (hat the ex- 
penditure of £76,0C0 on the river would do £70,000 worth 
of benefit to the land. 

1575). Would it not he infinitely cheaper to give 
some little compensation perhaps ? I understand these 
lands were bought when the level of Lough Neagh ivas 
lowered: would it not be cheaper to give some little 
compensation on the price paid and leave the flooding 
alone?— Of course that is a point I cannot speak for 
certain on, but my humble opinion personally is that if 
that question was gone into you would find that that 
would be the line to go upon, tlial a certain sum of money 
could be expended in compensating for the damage 
done by flooding and I personally do not think that s ^i 
of money would reach tlie enormous sum laid out in Sir 
Alexander Binnie’s Report, £76,000. 

15755. {Mr. Griffitlt.) I think we may leave out of the i 

question the improvement of anything in tlie neighbour- 
hood of Portadown because we cannot alter the level 

of Lough Neagh from the navigation point of view ? 

We can lower the level of Lough Neagh ; it has been I 

lowered seven feet in the past, and it could be 
lowered considerably more in the future. 

15756. Consistently with the navigation ? Not con- , 

sistently with the navigation from the Lagan to the 
Blackwater ; that is where the difficulty comes in, and 
Sir Alexander admits that— thatit would not be advisable 
because it would abolish the navigation there. 

15737. We are looking at it from the navigation point 
of view ? — Yes. 

15758. Therefore it would be impracticable to lower 
the level of Lough Neagh except by sluices ; you ought 
to keep down the level to the summer level ?— Yes, 
hut Sir Alexander himself says that the summer level 
ought not to be exceeded, that is in lowering. 

167.79. You view this question primarily, I take it, as 
a Harbour Commissioner ? — I view it primarily as 
Harbour Commissioner because it tails on to our work’s 
which we have spent £100,500 upon, and it is a continua- 
tion of them. 

15760. Still, os I understand your evidence, you look 
forward to the possibility of the navigation of the Lower 
Bann hereafter ? — Yes, there has been nn\'igntion in the 
past and the possibility may occur that there will be : 

navigation in tlie future. 

15761. And you wish to keep that open ?— Very much 
so, aud we look upon it 

15762. In the interests of Coleraine as a harbour f— ■ 


evidence you mentioned the possibility 
of the Harbour Commissioners putting barges on tbe 
Lower Bann ?— Yea. I do not say the Harbour Com- 
missioners, but a company interested in the matter— or 
even the Commissioners themselves niiglit do so. The 
way is there for them. 


ruiut. me naroour Uimrmssioners have no statutory 
power to put barges on for trade ?~No. but we could get 

up a company that would do this if we were being 

15765. Pressed by the Railway Companies ’—Yes, 
crowded out by tlio Railway Companies. 

lo7G6. We are face to face with the recommendation Abandon- 
of Lord Monck’s Royal Commission, with which you 
are fai^ar, and with Sir Alexander Binnie's Report. 
both of whicli recommend the abandonment of the 
navigation : is it only the prospective advantages of this 
possible check to inordinate rates that you think 
this navigation ought to be maintained for ?— That 
of oourse js the primary object, speaking as a member 
of the Coleraine Harbour Board, but speakine as an 
m^vidual and voicing all the opinions of the individuals 
who hve in and about the river there, we think it a very 
great pity to take such a retrogressive step. There have 
een hundreds of thousands ofpoundsspentinthepast.to 
which the counties have contributed large sums, to mak.- 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ROYAL COMMISSION OK CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


131 


this navigation, it is there, and we think a small sum ot 
money eildier in tlie form of compensation, or in the form 
of increasing the area of these weirs by sluice gates, would 
meet tlie case and leave the navigation intact without 
taking this retrogressive step at this very largo cost. 

1.1767. One argument you used against it was from the 
Harhonv Commissioners’ point of view, that is that 
detritus would be brought down to your na\igation for 
you to dredge ?— Yes. Of course if such a tiling occurred 
we should put in a claim ; if the silt that was carried do\m 
the river owing to this free egress being made for it from 
end to end was deposited on our works and entailed extra 
expense to us in dredging wo would naturally claim 
compensation for the damage. 

1570S. I think you might reasonably do so, because 
undoubtedly the material could be more economically 
dredgeil by you and carried out to sea than by this system 
of di-cdging in one part of the river and depositing it in 
another ? — Yes. 

15769. Tliat is waste of money from the engineering 
point of view ? — Yes. 

15770. So tliat as regards the objection ot the Harbour 
Board for the abolition of the navigation works because 
detritus is brought down, I do not think you have much 
to object to provided you are compensated for the dredg- 
ing ?— No, but we natui-ally say we would claim com- 
pensation. 

PHlging. 15771. And they ought to be ivilling to pay it readily 
because the dredging would be more economically done 
by you near the rivet mouth where it would be deposited 
at sea than as it is done at present ? — That may or may 
not be. 

1577U. I do not think there is any doubt about it from 
the harbour engineer’s point of view ? — You must 
remember tlsat Coleraine harbour is a pecuUar one ; theie 
are moles built out into the sea, and if you look at the 
soundings outside for perhaps a couple of miles out vou 
■will not get more than 25 feet of ■water anywhere. You 
have a vast plateau of shifting sand which crosses and 
recrosscs the river. 

15773. Still if you wont five miles out you would have 
no difficulty ? — You would have to dredge all about tlie 
entrance to that river. At present that river clears itself, 
it is all running sand and the rush of the water clears it> 
because wo have to confine it between moles. 

15774. Is it not in the upper part of the Navigation 
that you are afraid of deposit ? — On the actual bar if this 
Report is carried out. The Harbour Board of Coleraine 
have nothing to do with tlie dredging of Lough Beg. 

15775. All my point was that if it is brought dosvn to 
you in the upper part of your harbour you can dredge it 
more oooaomicaUy than these people can and take it out to 
sea ? — From our point of view it would be more concen- 
trated and easier to get at, 

15776. Would you tell us what the actual rate of 
current is now in flood ? I think that is mentioned in Sir 
-Alexander's Report ? — I can only tell you from my ex- 
perience going up and down the river constantly in a 
steam launch. 

15777. Is it four to six knots ? — 'Nothing like it ; you can 
judge for yourself when you take the fail of the river. 
You have a fall of 45 feet in a distance of 32 miles and 
that would not produce six knots or anything approaching 
it 

15778. But are there local strangulations ? — Yes, there 
are certain local rapids, but at the present time there is a 
navigable channel and that has been done away with to 
make the fall more regular. There are by.passes in the 
river where there are rapids where you cannot navigate ; 
■for instamco there i? a fall of 20 feet at Portna, there is a 
fall of something like 14 feet at Movanagher, and you could 
not navigate against a current of that sort. 

15779. {Mr. Baoison,.) What speed does your steam 
launch go at ? — I am very proud of my steam launch, but 
I do not think she docs more than 7J miles on the level. 

15780. What can she do going up the Bann ? — There 
are only two points on the whole river wiieie I feel the 
current affects her at all to any appreciable degree ; the 
one is a place about a mile above the Cults of Coleraine 
whore there is a mole in the middle of the river which 
336-11. 
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confines the river almost altogether to the channel ; and 3I»iw J. A. 
another is a place alluded to by Sir Alexander Binnie on ’iorri-m', ' 
page 17 of hi.s Report, where there is a long shoal which he Cokraiuc. 
cails Logan's Shoal. — - 

1—01 o , , OL'i-t. 1006. 

to;81. Do you nnd your speeds not very much reduced ? 

— Not even there, Init I do notice a difference in these two 
spots. 

15782. About the .summer level of Lough Neagh, you Levels, 
say that the land is flooded in summer ; would the Lough 
not be at summer level at that time 1 — No, by summer 
level I mean the nie.in summer level ; when the land is 
flooded I mean in a summer storm. 

15783. What is the Lough standing at when that 
storm commences— at .summer level ? — Yes, I would 
take it so, and it suddenly rises by the rush of water 
coming down from tlie field drainage system now 
established. 

15784. Would (he proposed works be enough to take 
off that summer flood until the Lough standing at summer 
level ? — Oh ye.s ; I think there is no difficulty in dealing 
with summer floods : they are of very short duration and 
never very severe. As you arc on the C(uestion of summer 
flooding, there is a point not mentioned in Sir Alexander’s 
Report which is very patent to all of us who navigate 
the river and fish in the river about C'araroe. Ot course 
we are vciy much interested in fishing there and in the 
rise and fall of the water, because it .itieets the fishing, 
and we watch it veiy carefully, and we find that the 
principal cause of the rise at Cararoe and the flooding of 
that weir he speaks of is not the rise of the Lough, but it 
is the rise ot the flood in the .Agivey River, which, if vou 
look onyourmap— ifitis a sufficiently clear one— you will 
see comes into the River Bann at an angle greater th.an a 
right angle ; consequently the waters of the two rivers 
meet and fight with each other at that point, as it were, 
and the waters of the Agivey River are driven back by 
the waters of the Bann, and the waters of the Barm in like 
manner are held back by the inflow or attempted inflow 
of the Agi^vey River, and it is there that the only flooding 
grievance is complained of in the Lower Bann itself. 

1578,5. Whereabouts does that river enter ? — Do you 
see where the river bridge is ? It is close to that ; if the 
mouth of that river were turned to a course more parallel 
to the flow of the main river, I think that cause of flooding 
would be done away with. 

15786. You think that instead of abandoning these 
works the proper policy would bo to finish them— to 
complete them ? — I think if you put the matter in that 
way to me and ask me what I would suggest, I would 
suggest opening the channel of the river, putting sluice 
gates into the present weir -walls and taking out the 
dredgings which were placed in the rivet when the channel 
was originally made, although not at all points ; in some 
places they really do not interfere, but there are certain 
points in the river -where they do, and they should be 
removed and put on the land and not left in the river bed. 

15787. (J/r. Snoii-dtn.) Are you in a position to throw Floods, 
any further explanation upon the paragraph upon page 12 
of Sir Alexander Binnie’s Report that floods at the rate 
of 400,000 to 800,000 cubic feet per niinnte go down 
the river in flood j can you tell us what rate of current 
that would represent ?— I am afraid I could not tell ym 
that ; that is too technical for me. 


15788. When 800,000 cubic feet per minute is going 
down the river, ■what speed in mileage per hour would 
that be t — He is taking that b}' measuring the water 
flowing over the ■weir wall at Tooiue, I presume, or is he 
taking it Irom tho reinfall ? 

15789. I do not know ; I •want to know ? — I think 
l)e is faking it from the r ainf all ; if you look at the beginning 
of his Report he says he finds great difficulty in gauging 
the river at all. I think that is at the very beginning 
of his Report, to which I have not reterred at all. 

15790. {Mr. Davison.) The quantity means nothing 
unless you have the size of the river ? — Exactly ; and tho 
sectional area of the river, mid also the degree of fall ; 
the rate of current differs at different points in the liver 
according to the slope of the bed of the river and the area 
of the river. You tvill find in Sir Alexander’s Report 
he sa3fs that ho has found great difficulty in gauging the 
water at Toome owing to the leaky and rotten' contf tioh 
of the weir wall, and that be lias found it* for some other 
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Major J. A. reason which I forget, also difficult at Portna, and oon- 
Torrcni,, sequently that he has based his calculations on this section 

Coleraine. <jn the rainfall over the catehwater area of the whole river. 

Q O^TTonr rainfall he takes from stations which have been 

■ established and records kept, on page 3, at the bottom, 

at Banbridge (Milltown), ijmagh Observatory. Garvagb, 
Queen’s College, Belfast. 1 think we ell know that 
unofficially kept rainfall records are not very accurate 
things to go by. 

15791. (Lord Brassey.) Looking at the Lower Eann 
Navigation with reference to the injury to land on the 
banks from flood, I think you told us that when the ex- 
pensive works recommended by Sir Alexander Binnie 
were carried out, you are still satisfied that in heavy 
floods flooding woidd take place 2 — I think so ; I think 
as long as Sir Alexander Binnie’s proposed scheme of 
keeping the lake at its present summer level exists the 
abolition of the navigation in the Biver Bann will never 
stop the flooding. 

15792. Looking at the question with reference to the 
navigation, I think you have made it clear to us that the 
river can be navigated without need for any further 
expenditure ? — Certainly we have a six-feet channel 
there now on which a steamer drawing five feet or five 


feet six of water, say five feet, can pass without anv 
difficulty. 

15793. For tlie purposes of navigation there is very- 
little to be done ? — Nothing more to be done ; the naviga- 
tion is there. I think one might dredge the channel a 
little better than we do witli a little more expenditure ■ 
but we try as a navigation and drainage board, owing 
to the outcry there is, to keep our expenses as low as 
possible, as there is so little navigation, but there are 
spots in the river we ought to do a little more to than a e 
have done. It would need a very small cost to make 
them right. 

15794. In heavy floods I presume the river is not 
navigable ?— In very heavy winter floods the river is not 
navigable, because the water comes down so rapidly, 
particularly at Cai-nroe, that it flows over the lock gates^ 
and you cannot open the locks. Tliat is only just in a 
very heavy winter’s flood. 

15795. Then with reference to the transportation 
facilities in the district generally, I suppose it is true to 
say that the district is well served by railways Very 
well— could not be better. 

The Wilnese uiithdrew. 


Mr. Fbederick L. Hevn, called j and E-xamined. 


Mr. F. L. 
Heyn, 
Belja.il 
Chamber &/ 
C'oniJNfivt. 

9 Ocf. 1906. 


15798. (Chairman.) You are ex-President of the Belfast 
Chamber of Commerce? — Yes. 

15797. And ex-Chainnan of the Traffic Committee of 
the Chamber 5 — Y’es. 

15798 Y’ou ore now Chairman of the Postal and Tele- 
graph Committee 2 — Y’es. 


15799. Are you also a Harbour Commissioner for the 
port of Belfast ? — I am. 


15800. Y'ou are partner in the firm of G. Heyn and 
Sons, managers of the Ulster Steamship Company, Limited, 
and owners of the Head line of steamers ? — -Yes. 


15801. Your principal place of business is at Belfast ? — 


15802. Has your firm been estabhshed for upwards of 
seventy years 7 — Y'es. 

15S03. Was the Ulster Steamship Company established 
thirty years ago ? — It was. 

15804. And the Head line steamers run regularly 
between Canada and Belfast and Dublin ? — And also 
the United States and the Baltic ports ; we have three 
lines of steamers. 


1.5805. There are sailings either every two or three 
weeks or monthly sailings ? — That is so. 

15806. You could give us, if we wanted them, statistics 
of the cargoes carried by these different lines ?— I could. 

1.5807. Will they throw light on our internal waterway 
questioD ?— I thii^ there are some points which possibly 
would be of interest. 


Oefects of 
existing 
^\'ater^vaJ•s. 


15803. Perhaps you would mention them ? — I have 
jotted down some answers to the queries as they -were 
tabulated by the Commission, and if it would not be 
occupying too much time (1 do not think it would) I 
would be glad to reply to those. 

15809. Are those the queries addressed to traders ’ — 
Exactly. 


1581(1. Could you give us information on what are 
the defects which stand in the way of your benefiting to 
the ^11 by existing waterways ?— On the whole I am of 
opinion that the Lagan Navigation system has proved 
fairly satisfactory, and it has been a considerable benefit 
to the trade of Belfast. The lighters, of course, only 
canpdng a maximum of ninety tons, are small, but I 
revise that it -would be a very difficult and costly under- 
takmg to alter the canal in order to accommodate larger 
boats. The principal drawback to the canal is that in 
summer they we fr^uently short of -water, and it would 
be very beneficial indeed to the regular traffic if some 
system could be arranged by which there would be a 
permanent supply of water so that the boat.s could alwavs 
take their full loads. Frequently they now go un with 
half or two-third loads. " ^ 


16811. Y'ou mean even between Lough Neagh and 
Belfast 7 — Yes. I would also like to see a quicker mode 
of transit— that may come in time— than tlie horse 
traction. 


15812. Are there any new waterways which you think New 
are desirable ? — The Logan Canal, in my opinion, does '' ateivw- 
not go far enough into the interior, and nearly everyplace desiraUt. 
cn its banks ia seiwed with a very good railway service. 

I am strongly in favonr of the improvement of the Ulster 
Canal. I may say that I was one of the sub-oommittee 
appointed by our Chamber of Commerce who assisted in 
preparing the Report which the chaii-man of that com- 
mittee, Mr. Kyle Knox, handed in to you to-day. I 
quite approve of the suggestions and recommendations 
put forward there. I am of opinion that if we could get 
a thoroughly satisfactory waterway connecting Lough 
Neagh with Lough Erne, and consequently Belfast with 
Lough Erne, a .considerable district there should be opened 
up and could be opened up. 


15813. Would you be satisfied with making the Ulster 
Canal of the same gauge as the Lagan at present ?— I 
would prefer that it should be greater, of course, a wider 
and d«per gauge, but I think that good results would 
follow if the boats used on the Lagan could be got through 
into Lough Erao. 


15814. In England very strong repi-esentations are 
made in favour of 100 ton barges ; do you core much about 
the difference between the 90 ton barges now on the 
Lagan and the 100 ton ? — It is not very material. 


158p. Have you anything to say on the Ballinamote 
Md Ballyconnell Canal and the connection with the 
bha^on ?— That I feel very strongly upon ; if that 
derelict canal could be put into service again it n-ould be 
of very great benefit. 


Balliiuiebv 

Cml. 


15816. Would you define what benefit yon think it 
would be to the trade of Belfast 2 — I may say that during 
the last three montlis we have sent oui-selves from Belfast 
to Limerick 597 tons of goods round by sea, and u-e have 
large quantities of goods also on through bills of lading 
for Limerick, and that direction by Dublin which go 
some by rail and some by canal. 


*1, lYi. voua or goons, ao you tnmK 

mat the existence of an inland watenvny navigable only 
by, we vrili say, 90 ton boats and with a great many 
locks on way would be preferable to the sea route 
between Belfast and Limerick ?— I do not say that it 
would be preferable, but 1 believe that if tlie canal -n-ere- 
in exiateriee those goods would be required on the way up 
A- t them no doubt go to Limerick for 

distnbutiou and come back again. 


15818. Then it is more the trade ai-ising on the River 
isba^on between Limerick and Belfast for -which yon. 
would desire this missing link of the Ballinamore and 
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Billlyeoimell Canal ? — Yes, I foel that it is bound to be 
of advantage if that connection could be made, aa it 
would practically mean the connection of the whole canal 
system of Ireland. 

15819. It has been argued to us that the construction 
of a light railway in the district of the Ballinamore and 
Ballyconnell Canal meets the case : is that your view at 
all ? — I do not think so ; I think the question of tranship- 
ment from lighter to rail and again from rail to lighter 
would quite spoil any chance of through traffic. 

15820. A light railway is of more use as a feeder to the 
railway for districts which are not served by canal than 
it would be of any use to the Ulster Canal, for example, and 
the trade by water from Belfast ? — That is my opinion. 
Locil 15821, Have you anything to say on the subject of 

lunirilju- local contributions towards the attainment of improve- 
ments ? — I am afraid that the people who really should 
or would benefit by these canals are not alive at present — 
they have not been educated up to the great advantages 
they would receive from the improved waterways, and I 
fear that at first there would be considerable difficulty in 
inducing them voluntarily to give contributions. 

13822. Would they not be mote likely to take an interest 
in the first place, and in the second place not be encouraged 
to go on in the way of lelying entirely upon Government 
aid even if a small local contribution were insisted upon ? 
— If it were in our own immediate neighbourhood I should 
say distinctly so ; it would be much better ; but when you 
get away further west and south the people seem to 
require the Government to do eveiything. 

15823. Can you throw any light on the comparative 
cost by water and by rail ? — We cannot complain at all 
of the railway rates at present existing so far as our 
traffic is concerned to and from Belfast; the railways 
treat us well and serve us well, and our traffic by rail in 
goods for interior points in Ireland is something over 
9,000 tons. We do not complain of the rates at all. The 
rates to the points touched by the canal are practically 
the same by canal and by rail. 

15824. If the canals were improved, do you think 
heavy goods particularly could be taken much cheaper 
by water than by rail ? — I think they would if you could 
get the longer distances. 

15825. A great deal depends on the distance ? — That 
is so. 

16826. That is why you desire these through connec- 
tions ? — Yes, we would be abie to open up much more 
trade with the interior of Ireland, and, taking the case of 
the land that has now gone into pasture that formerly 
was tilled, I believe a lot of that could be brought back 
again into tillage if there was proper water communication 
to these districts. I would mention one article that 
occurred to me in particular — oats. 

13827, Do you do a considerable business in oats ? — 
A large quantity of oats is import-ol by our steamers. I 
may siy that some years ago Belfast was an exporting 
place for oats, but since the city has increased and the 
requirements for feeding increased, there has been im- 
ported in the year 1904 into Belfast 7,456 tons of oats and 
in the year 1905, 11,116 tons, and I am not aware that 
there was any failure of the local crop in either of these 

15828. Do you send any quantity of oats into the 
interior ? — No. Jly object in mentioning oats is that I 
think if there were water facilities and cheap transport 
tliey could grow oats very beneficially on tbe shores of 
Lough Erne. 

15829. And there would be a great demand for those 
oats at Belfast ? — 11,000 tons came last year. 

9ere](,[jinent 15830. And the development of tillage in the inland 
tillage. counties would lead to a considerable traffic for the 
waterways ?— It would, of course, and improve the 
labour. 

15831. Have you any opinion as to the future control 
of tbe waterway system ? — Of course that is a very 
difficult problem, and would largely depend, I think, 
upon by whom the money was to be found. I would 
favour commercial management as far as possible, with a 
proper control of some central body and, possibly, some 
nominees of the Government if they advanced any money, 
as largely commercial as possible. 


15832. Naturally if tbe Government find the monev- or 
most of the money they would require to have the control I 
— Quite right, 

15333. With, possibly, some local guidance ? — Exactly, 

15834. Can you throw any light on the cost of tran- 
shipment to ports outside Ireland compared with the rates 
you now charge to interior points in Ireland owing to the 
absence of canal or water communication ? — Wc carry 
lar^ quantities of feeding stuSs, such as feeding cake of 
various descriptions, and also molasses, molasses feed, 
rice feed, and all sorts of things, and we ship large quanti- 
ties of that feed to points on the West coast of Scotland 
and the North-West coast of England, and also round to 
the East coast of Gotland, Tho rates at which we can 
send from here to those points are from 5s. to 6s. per ton. 

15835. And as to tho cost of transhipment t — That 
includes everything. 

15836. Have you told me what part of that is the cost 
of transhipment ? — I allow somewhere about 6d. to 8d. a 
ton here for the labourage and then about 4s. to 5s. or Qs. 
freight, according to the port. 

15837. Have you any opinion on the increased traffic Increased 
which might reasonably be expected to be produced tratlio. 
provided it could bo sent by water to the interior of 
Ireland ? — I feel that to those pasture lands until they 
were developed into tillage again there should be a large- 
quantity of the modern high class feeding stuffs going 
out if they could be brought close to the pasture lands 
without the expense of heavy cartage. I should think it 
would be very necessary, if there were any development 
of the canal system, that there should be bettor arrange- 
ments of approach to the waterways, small convenient 
wharves that could be utilized where necessary. 

IS838. Even so you would not contemplate supplying 
much to farmers who were not quite close to the water- 
way ? — The cartage of three or four or five miles might 
be overcome ; I think if they could get their goods up to 
places which were not very convenient to railways now 
the results would be beneficial to the railways as well as 
to the canals, and certainly to tbe people. 

15839. When you speak of being beneficial to the rail- 
ways also, I suppose you mean that anything that would 
develop the internal industries of Irelmid cannot fail to 
benefit the railways ? — Exactl5'. 

16840. Could you also say something as to the return 
traffic which might be developed ? — I mentioned tbe one- 
thing about oats, and there is also the question of peat moss 
Jitter. Into Belfast last year there was some 2,700 tons 
of that peat moss litter imported from Holland. 

13841. By yourselves ?•— No, principally by other 
steamship companies ; we do not trade to Holland. 

15842. That would be the total imported from Holland ? 

— Yes, last year. 

1.5843. Y'e heard something of the same kind at 
Dublin ; why should any peat moss litter have to be 
imported either to Belfast or Dublin ? — That is exactly 
my opinion ; I cannot see why it should be. 

15844. Do you think the industry of the bogs of moss 
Ireland might be greatly developed ? — I think so, and imiiistry. 

I think if they had waterways convenient to any of these 
bog lands it would certainly conduce to a considerable 
expansion of industry in that way. 

15845. Do you think there is anything in the argument 
that the Irish peat is too full of water and more difficult 
to turn into peat moss litter than foreign peat ? — That 
I do not know, but I do not suppose aU the bogs are 
exactly of tbe same description. 

15846. Have you any information to give to the 
Commission as to the cost of carriage to places which 
could be approached by canal as compared with places 
of equal distance which are served by railways only ? — 

I cannot tell you exactly, but roughly I should think 
that a place at an equal distance but not served by canal 
would from my knowledge of rams be about 25 per cent, 
higher, although I should not like to say that for certain. 

15847. Yon say that as a general rule where a place Rates, 
is served both by water and by rail the rates are 25 per 
cent lower ? — Roughly, I should imagine that would be 
about the difference, _ 


ifr. F. L. 


if'Vru 
ChaiiUier ti/ 



9fW. tauli. 
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■ Ir. F.L. loS4s. Have you experience as to the oannl traffic 
»■ /rfv io certain Continental ports ’—Yes, we have 

< Cui(b‘r r,f experience of that. 

. >:- omyn,W . Antwerp, for example ’—Antwerp and Rotter- 

0 (>.;M00e. i-’o-r, u u „ 

loe->0. Hamburg t — Hamburg. 

13851. Have you anything you would like to say 
about that ? — It is such an enormous question ; of 
course tlie size of the boats there is so difleient to any- 
thing we can have here, and the enormous annual ex- 
penditure even in upkeep and improvements on the 
Continent js so totally different to anything we could 
■'’’o^dd probably thiiik of recommending, 
that I think I would he almost wasting your time to 
give particulars. 

15852. We have already had evidence about it 
I am sure of that. 

16853. Perhaps there are other parts of the Continent 
wiiere the conditions aie more like England ’—Yes 

4 telef am yesterday from a friend of mine at 
Rotterdam ; I asked him what the canal rate was to 
the fwthest distance they had there ; and he said that 
from Rotterdam to Jlannheim and Strasburg the freight 
■was 3s. to 4s. m summer and 5s. to 6s, in winter. 

15SW. If you wished to have ideal waterways in 
fis to the size of canals, the 
depth of waterways and the dimensions of locks which 
would be desirable f-Of course, the more expansive 
.Tou could make them the better I would be plca^, but 
I do not thir.k the country is reaUy sufficiently ripe to 
deal with boats at present very much larger than are 
at present m existence. 

15855. Of what waterway are you now speaking ?— 
Ot our northern waterways, such as the Lagan. 

I58o6. But the Lagan has fine boats of ninety tons » 
les; the Dublm boats are a little smaller, I tliink. 
Io8o7. Take the Grand Canal, for instance, have vou 
any opinion as to whether the Grand Canal should- be 
m^e a much larger gauge ?-I think it would cheapen 

-ir * 

WS38. (JTr. Kn...) Witli regard to m.nagemeM of 
t^ canals, when you refened to their betog placed 
possibly under co^etcial control were vou ^tending 
ILmh * ^ todies as the Chambers of Commerce 

should be represented on the trust that would administer 

5 7^1 to give an opinion 

u^ess I knew who was providing the money for the 
improvement of the canals. Suppose the canals were 

desirable that there 
should be a public body nominated by Harbour Com- 
misMoners, Chambers of Commerce, public bodies such 
M urban councils, and so on, with Government nominees 
and, oi course, the Chambcre of Commerce and Harbour 
Comn^ioners wo^d take care that men of commercial 
experience would be their nominees. 

15859. '^at is what you meant by using the term 
eommereia , you meant that the coi^ercifl oigaS™ 
tions should be represented ! Y'es. * 

15880. {Jfr. S^wden.) I understood vou to say that 
CJ'’«unittee that prepared this 

lo861. And you accept the conclusions of that Report ’ 
Report was made out a considerable 

i'Z£: ,r tout! ^ 

oonto. ,h„ Eoy.1 Com™,™ h„ be.n ■ 

I would now much prefer to see more done thS^ what ' 

was recommended there. ‘ f 

M..tor t:affic. ^5862. 1 notice that reference is made here to efforts 
Tihich teve ^n put forward, or which were being put 
f !u® 4*'“® preparation of this Repc^t^S ' 

1 

J5S6S. The Committee appear to think that thore ! 
IS a sphere for the canals which could not be filled bv 
the motor car traffic ’-That is so. ^ 

15864. You agree with that ? 1 do. 


3 15800. For instance, the two things you Lave suggested 

9 as providing goods for canal carriage are the moskUtter 
and the oats ?— Y’es, these were two but I might mentinr, 

. some others. ® ° 

15866. What is there to prevent these fn-o comma 
dities fi-om being connected from the point of production 
with the nearest railway by means of motor traffic ?— 

These two articles are very large and bulky and might' so 
into thousands of tons. I looked on the development tf 
the motor traffic more for foi'm produce, for small vege 
; tables, eggs, poultry, fish and perishables of that smt.' 

■ that would run up quickly and feed the railways and he 
caiTied on by them, and I think that was the idea of the 
' scheme. 

13867. You liave not lost sight of the fact, I assume 
that the capital required to establish an efficient system 
of canals would he enormously greater than the capita] 
required for a system of motor traffic ?— No doubt, but 
motors could nob possibly deal with tlio olaee of traffic 
to which 1 have refeiTcd ; it would he too large and bulkv 
for them. •' 

15868. There is a statement made here, and one of the r . • 
Commissioners has already direct, d your attention to it. 
that your Committee accepted the statement made bv ° ' 
5^. McCann, the Chairman oi the Grand Canal Companv 
that carriage by watei-ways comes to well under a farthing 
a ton per mile and railway carriage to 2d. per tonpermile- 
are you able to give ua any instance where goods are 
eajTied by canal at a farthing per ton per mile ?— We sav 
there that we accepted Mr. McCann’s statement ; he made 
It detotely and said we might base our calculations upon 
It. Wo made some enquiries and found no reason to differ 
from bis expressed opinion, but at the same time I could 
not give you any instances just now ns it is some time 
since this was diawn up. 

15860. W’e have already been told to-day by the Secre- 
tai-y of the Lagan Navigation that the rates upon that 
paxtumlar waterway and the competing railway are 
^ l^elieve the phrase was used 
that the eompefition cf tho railway was driving tJie a«T.ni 
« Mr. McCann’s estimate was put forward 

as the charge for much greater distances than are covered 
rl >• Canal, and the greater distance of course 

materially alters the cost, 

further statement was made, germane to 
■"'ith, at page 6 of the 
fnH tlie_ effect that comparisons between railway 

of rill if T overwhelming superiority 

2ai^?c cumbrous matters aud 

produce of low value j that is the wording of it. 

4 Si're us an illustration to prove 

that statement ?— I would say round timber, home timber. 

cannot tell you those 

traffic like that, or this peat htter or farm manures. 

MJ'tbiug at all about the amount 
of peat litter produced in Ireland ?— I do not know how 
Northern 

imSi thinl- it would ho equal to toe amount 

imported ?— I do not think it is at present. 

It,™., th.t would bo lom thoo 3,000 

“rt'* to tp™<l 
S Sot « “Itling ..ml, for a. ..k. 

Of getting the additional traffic in that litter ’—Not for 

S-tief kra ilL transport 

the devel/3T,m * «tablished it is simply marvellous 

^ive vi^ S trade that follow upon that. I could 

give you some instances of that. 

Th? l2i tj" statement is correct. 

?o tioS ouTtif dosin’ 

ideroferef S their views are mainly directed to the 

f- developing traffic in agricultural 

p^ucts . you do not remember, perhars wW wm fhp 

a- 2— H**rdt 

Its mind at that time ?— I think grain. 

-S\Jd ‘itof "< •grioidtor.l produ..! 

tbr„.&S2s.rdr..7„-'drT4‘.ls 
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Cinai now, and if that could Ue got away further from the 
interior it would be of very great benefit — potatoes also. 

1.5878. (ilifr. Davison.) Is there any steamship line 
that does a coasting trade calling at all the principal ports 
round the coast of Ireland ? — There is no oue line, but 
there are quite a number of different lines tliat take 
different ports. 

15879. We heard recently that there was no war- 
of taking goods from Limerick to Belfast except by first 
sending them to Glasgow and then having them’ tran- 
shipped and sent back to Belfast ? — That is correct from 
Limerick to Belfast, but from Belfast to Limerick a 
steamer will call at any port for a minimum of about 
100 tons. We sometimes have to keep goods a little 
time collecting in order to make up the minimum quantitv 
required. 

15880. You apeak of horse traction on the Lagan 
Canal ; what liappens to the boats when they get into 
Lough Neagh ? — There is a small steam tug take.s them 
across there. 

15881. (Mr. Griffith.) Your steaniera trade very lareelv 
to the Port of Dublin ? — They do. 

158S-2. And you have from Dublin facilities for trans- 
mitting your cargo to the Shannon district ?— We have. 

15888. The break of gauge by the Ulster Canal and 
the abandonment of the Ballinamore Canal has isolated 
Belfast Port from that particular area ? Entirely. 

I58S4. iind what I understand you are desirous of 
is to be in an equally good position in Belfast to what 
you are in Dublin ? — Exactly. 


tons in, the boat will be filled up by soniebodj- else ; it .l/y. r. 
n-ill Ue divided between two or three shippers, and they ffr '// . 
will fill up. ■ Bfijast 

nf 

15S94. {Mr. Kiilick.) Have you considered the works bo/njwm-c. 
that ace uecessarj- to complete the through route to n^TTf, 
Limerick ? — I have only got the figures in the report. ^ 

15895. I have not had the opportunity of seeing the 
Report of the Chamber of Commerce, but there would be 
locks on the Ulster Canal ? — There would be. 


1589(1. We have been told to-day that the alteration of 
these locks would cost £40,000 : there would also, 1 under- 
stand, be a further water supply required ? — Yes 

15397. The next link, tliat is the Ballinamore and 
Ballyeonnell Canal, seems to me to be pretty much derelict 
at present 7 — It is. 

15S9S, There would be a good deal of money spent upon 
that ? — I fancy there would be. 

15S99. You mentioned certain things, peat mosis litter, 
and various other things, which would probably be sub- 
jects of con-iage on a reconstructed waterway.' What I 
want to ask you is just this : do you think that the expense 
which u’ould be incurred being added to the existing deficit, 
wliieh I think is about £1,100 a j'eir, would be met as 
regards interest by any profits that might be realised on 
that waterway ? — I do not think that it would be met at 
first, but I do believe that in time the trade would develop, 
and I have considered very carefully and am of opinion 
tUat if there is a desire to open up the central and other 
districts of Ireland, such as we have been speaking of, 
there is no way will do it better than by the improvement 
of the canal system. 


15885. You are satisfied, 1 daresay, with tlie way in 

which the Grand Canal do their work on the Shannori ’ 

Yes. 

15836. They are not the large boats such ns you have 
on the Lagan, but stili they have a tiirough service \vith 

the exception of a shortage of water oecasionally ? They 

have. 

15387. Then I take the result of your evidence as being 
this : no matter what the autliority may be into whoso 
hands the canab of Ireland may be placed, you think 
that authority should practically i-econstruet the lock.s of 
the Ubter Canal so os to bring them up to the gauge of 
the Lagan, and re-open the Ballinamore ? — Tliat is mv 
opinion. 

16888. That is your deliberate opinion ? — It is. 


1390(1. They are opened up to a large extent now by 
railways, I understand ? — They are. 

15901. And you think with the limited sources of profit, 
which a canal going tiirough a country district is able to 
command, in time, at all events, enough would be realised 
to justify the outlay ? — I think in time there would be. 

16902. llTiafc period of time would you fix ?— It is verj- 
difficult, because tho Irish people move slowly; I think if 
it were in Belfast, in eight or ten years we would have it 
booming along. 

15903. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) Has the Belfast Cham- Develuiim'nt 
her of Commerce given any special attention to the 
prospects of the development of the coal trade in Ireland ? Coal Trade. 
— Tlte coal ti-ade through Belfast has developed enor- 
mously. 


15839. Although we have been told once or twice that 
the opening of these narrow gauge railways and so forth 
in that district practically neutralisss the advantages 
which may be looked for from canal navigation ? — I do 
not think so. 


15904. I do not mean the local coal trade ? — I do not 
think there would be much traffic of the native Irish coal 
into Belfast itself, but there 'would be a consider- 
able traffic to points on Lough Erne, and perhaps by 
Caledon direction and that way. 


15890. You do not think they will take the place of 
canals as regards through traffic from Belfast to the 
centres of the dairy districts of Ireland on the Shannon ? — 
I think the canals are distinctly preferable. 

16891. 1 did ask Mr. Rea whether there was full facility 
to get into the Lagan Cana! from the harbour of Belfast, 
and he told us, I think, that the approaches had been 
thoroughly well dredged, and there was no reason for 
complaint, that from the point of view of this Commission 
the approaches from Belfast to the Lagan are as good as 
need be, and they are under the control of the Harbour 
Commissioners ? — Tho Harbour Board will always on 
application, if there is any complaint as to insufficiency 
of water, send a dredger at once, I understand. 

15892. {Mr. Crosslei/.) Do yon think that you could 
really fill ninety-ton boats for the Ulster Cbnal ? — 1 should 
think so. 

15893. Do you not think they would very often have 
to go h.\lf empty ?— If we do not put the whole ninety 


1590.5. That is hardly my point ; I wished to ask you 
whether the Chamber of Commerce bad gone into the 
question of the prospect of the development of the coal 
industry in Ireland ? — No. 

ISOOO. That is a very important subject, surely 7 — It 
is, but it IS really only lately in this neighbourhood that 
the question has come very prominently forward, and that 
is since the Ballycastle mines are being opened up. Pos- 
sibly, when that development is known something more 
about, they may take some action in the matter. 

15907. There is the Ballycastle, and we have heard of 
Coolatown 7 — There is a little there and there is a little at 
Dungannon, but it has never paid for the working of it ; 
and then there is the Auringa coalfield. 1 was only- 
speaking of the north. It is a most important subject. 

1590S. Might I commend it to the attention of tho 
Belfast Chamber of Cbinmei-ce 7 — Surely. 

The Witness withdrew. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 1 


Mr. W. J. DB ViSiiES Kine, called ; and Examined. 


15909. (CAaiVmrtJi.) We lieve had a large amount of 
general evidence, and I think what I have just received 
from you, your answers to the questions to traders, would 
perhaps be the best thing to take first. You live near 
Monaghan 5 — Yes. The reservoir of the Ulster Canal is 
just adjoining my domain and the stream that feeds it 
runs alongside. 

13910. Near the town of Monaghan ? — Yes, just two 
ii.iles from Monaghan, 

15911. Y'ou have bad some experience in canal 
traffic?— I went on the hoard of the Grand Canal 
at the time that reforms were contemplated and the 
lioard that I served on did me the honour to elect 
me chairman next year, and in the coureo of six years 
the £100 shares that were standing at 27 rose to 63. 
That shows we went into the matter very carefully and 
were suecesful. Since that 1 believe they are at par. 

15912. Living so near the Ulster Canal you have an 
opinion as to the means of improving it ? Y'ea. 

It 15913. What is your view upon that subject? — I 
consider, of course, that a counsel of perfection would be 
exactly what ha.s been stated bv the last witnes-s. If 
you were to enlarge tie locks of the Ulster Canal so as 
to admit boats of a tonnage of ninety tons and were to 
make the waterway to Limerick equally satisfactorv, 
It would he a most a^rable thing for the future of the 
country ; but I consider if you confine your attention 
to the present immediate prospects within the next 
twenty or thirty years, there is a very good future for tie 
Lister Canal, because I consider the waterway is at 
present superior to that of the Grand Canal The locks 
although they are not .so deep (the deptii on tli- sills 
to-ing o ftet, which is within four inches of those of the 
e.rand ^nal) are longer, and that is a better propor- 
tion ; the length of a lock should be six or .seven times 
Its breadth, and that accommod-^tes a suitable barge which 
•could process faster. I consider also that in the pro- 
' ince of lister, we are going ahead ; the industrial pro- 
of Belfast is reaching Portadown, and Armagh 
and now in Monaghan we are taking up a great many 
industnes and there are several that are likely in the 
near future to be very profitable. 

15914. What about the water supply? As to the 

water supply there are two great defects in the IHster 
Canal, namely an obstruction in the summit level, and 
« tba.t the water supply was entirely miscal- 
ojlatecl by the engineer to the ! card of works The 
storm water is ample to supply the canal if there was 
a proper catehment basin, and from my own slight 
knowl^e of engineering. I take it that there are verv 
iaige basins quite easily utilised above the present reser- 
loir, one of which certainly by a moderate embank- 
ment would catch a very large quantity, but that of 
course is au ei^neering matter that I wiU not. deal with. 

storage is necessary 

-to make an efficient canal of the Ulster Canal even with 
us present width ?-Quife so ; it is absolutely nece^Sv 
^o canal with discontinuous traffic can pay ; it would 

utterly absurd to expect the Lagan Company or any 
other company to make a profitable concern of the Ulster 

•’*“8 stopped at 

t 1 f , at Clones, is it not ?- 

The summit level is between Monaghan and Clones and 
the stop IS just above Monaghan, where the summit le-el 
•commences. jc.ei 

lo917. I ^^rstand now what you mean. At present 
there m no traffic above Clones; is there at an^me 
Itaagl “ ““'‘S' “I *'•«' *1»™ 

15918. But is there any above Qonea at any time of 
the year .—It never goes further than Clones and the 
Xai K “P^^sable to boats for feSt 

. iderable number of months in the year. If the storm 
«ter of Ih. river, of wlioh tl.r. ir Lplo (S Li™ 


meadows three or four times in the year) were impounded 
higher up. it would undoubtedly serve the summit level 
and sixty ton boats could pass from Belfast to Clones • 
and, I believe, further than that there is some difflculiv 
I am not aware of. ^ 

15919. There would still be tbe objection that there 
would be transhipment, because tlie boats used on the 
Lagan Canal are larger than you get through the Ulster 
Canal ? — They are, but at the same time a sixtv-ton 
boat can at prMent travel to Monaghan, and when there 
is sufficient water it can go to Clones. On the Grand 
Canai we have always had to serve the section from 
Dublin to the Shannon with forty-ton cargoes. 

15920. Do the sixty-ton boats actually go down to 
Belfast ? — Oh, yes. 

16921. I understood there was transhipment into the 
larger boats ?— I will not say positively about that 
but I do nob think there is need for it ; I do not fhini-’ 
there should he any need. 

lo9-^. I must _ta,ke you a little further and ask you hslliant.^r 
what IS your opinion on the Ballinamore and Bally- 
eonnell Canal and the connection with the Shannon ?~ 

I saw that being made ; I do nob know the depth of it, 
and I do not know the gauge or section of it at all, but 
i^b is impassable except by steam haul^e or bv motor 
haulage. There are no tow-paths along it because every 
now and then that canal breaks into a lake, and thas 
lake has to be crossed in some way, and then it goes on. 

15923. That would be the same as some parts of tbe 
Shannon ?— Except that these are numerous small 
Jakes of about lialf a mile to a mile and a half long. 

.1 I was rather asking was whether you 

t mnk a through connection is of gi-e-al importance ; do you 
think It IS of importance to connect the Shannon with the 
River Lagan ? — The Grand Canal some years ago at- 
tempted what was perfectly new to them, to send their 
boats all the way to CaaTick-on-Shannon. and the experi- 
ment I believe, proved perfectlyauccessfuL Now in a sma ll 
^ might be some 

though ti-affie on tbe Ballinamore Canal, but at present I am 
afraid the country is so poor tiiat I could not expect any 
imniediate result from it. I could not say that there 
would be any immediate expectation of traffic. I think, 
takmg It from the national point of view, it would be a 
^at pity to close flnaUy the BaJlyconnell canal, and that 
It would be a very desirable thing to make the waterway 
contmiiouB. 

15925. What have you to say on tlie subject of con- Contrits- 
tribution by l^ocal authorities along the line ?— 1 think alltion*, 

X can say 13 that I fancy the county councils would defray 
the cMt of some sheds and quays if the Ulster Canal was in 
w-ortog order. Thorehaa been a great deal of discussion 
at the county council as to the need of lime in different 
parts of the country, and they have come to t-he conclusion 
♦u “lost desirable thing if the canal could be 

utilised for that purpose. 

15926. Supposing some public authority were to under- 
take the improvement of the canals and the linking up of 
through routes, do you think it would be desirable to make 
the condition that looai authorities should either make a 
contri^tion in money or by some such works as you are 
suggesting --I think it would be a very reasonable thing, 
work °° Canal it would 

county, the County of 
Monaghan, would there be any difficulty in gettiM a 
oounty coundl i^ld 
w« tiavT “ *• way certainly, simply because 

we have seen toe usefulness of the canal even in a small 
° railway rate, for instance, for coalr I 
^ freight of ooal from 

“o« or less, 

and directiy it opened the rate came down to 4s, a ton, 
and from Newry I believe they send at 3s. 9d. 
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,'.„t u! ^3928. Have you something to say on tie comparative 

urriaac. freights by water and by rail ’—Yea, I want to put in just 
one or two ; of course I speak of the freights on the Grand 
Canal in 1887, because at present I do not know whattho 
statistics are. 

155^23. 1 think we have ample evidence about the 
Grand Canal, and I do not think the freights of 1887 
would throw much light upon it. I see in the proof 
you have put before me, you give some between 
Jfonaghan and Belfast, and 1 think that would be more 
in point ? The rates for turnips and mangolds between 
Monaghan and Belfast by rail in six-ton lots are 6s a ton 
and in four-ton lots 6a. 2d. That would be Ud. pet 
■' ton per mile. For potatoes the railway rates for six- 

ton lots are 6s. 8d., that is about IJd. per ton per mile 
and from two to six-ton lots 7a, 8d.— that is about 14 per 
ton per mUe. Turnips and mangolds are worth about 10s. 
to 12 s. locally per ton, and the freight tiierefore comes to 
about one half or a little more than one half their value 
That is prohibitive. The potatoca are worth about £2 
a ton, and the freight therefore comes to about one-fifth of 
their value, which is very high, and the rates on the 
Grand Canal in 1887 compare remarkably with that. 
Coro was carried for forty-five miles (the other distance 
I am comparing it with is fifty-two miles) for 5s. 9d. per 
ton, that is per ton per mile for com, which is worth, 
sav, £6 10s. a ton. The same rate to Carlow comes also to 
1 1 'iid. per ton per mile. Here is corn worth £6 10s. carried 
at Ij'u-d. on the Grand Canal, while those roots by rail 
worth only 12s. a ton are charged li^d., which is more, 
one-tenth of a penny more than the com carried by canal. 
On potatoes worth say, £2 a ton the rate is l.^Wd., which is 
considerably higher than the corn carried by the canal. I 
think that is a remarkable discrepancy. 

I think I must pass on to the question of control; 
woidd you like to see the waterways under one single 
national control ? — I think there is no question about it ; 
for uniformity and co-ordination it is absolutely nece-ssaty 
to have them all under one control, if they are to be ail 
made of a uniform gauge. 

15931. There are one or two questions we have addressed 
to farmers, and I would like to ask you what are the 
principal agricultural products of your district ’—The 
ttof things are that bricks used to be made alongside 
the e^al, and I think there would be a considerable trade 
starting up in them. Roots, turnips, and oats are all 
agricultural products which would be carried largely on 
the canal. Then timber has been carried on that canal, 
and the canal runs close by some large woods, so that it 
would be a very great advantage. Then at Qones there is 
a furniture manufactory, and there are large lime kilns ,and 
the difficulty is to find transport from the lime kilns to 
other parts of the country. They would contribute. 

15932. Why do not the limekilns now make use of tho 
canal ? — Failure of water supply; but it has been 
daeussed on the county council to get depots along 
the canal banks if that were feasible, letting the farmers 
send carts for the material. At present they have to 
send eight to ten miles in many parts for their lime and 
therefore the canal would subserve tlie agriculturists very 
considerably. ^ 

^ .■ w.ioD. 159.33. ^la co-operation making any progress in your dis- 
trict ? — Y es, it is knitting people together and the farmers 
are beginning to take advantage of it slowly. 

15934. ’R'ould that facilitate the use of the waterwav f 
•—I think it would at once because they could make ar- 
rangements for the sale and sending off of their goods 
in bulk and take advantage of the waterwav. 

1.5935. With your experience on the Grand Cans', do vou 
miss the advantage of the body controlling the waterway 

Itself being a carrier and giving a regular service ? 

I think our experience on the Grand Canal would lie this, 
that we ate perfectly agreed with the greater proportion 
of the imoprietors of canals in England that the carriago 
on toll is the most satisfactory to a company. On the 
► other hand, a swift traffic by “ fly-boats ” going night and 

( day 18 very valuable indeed to the public, and, therefore, 

' always suggest that the owners of the canal 

I fihould, if possible, simply beep the waterway, but that a 
regular traffic should be carried on by some carrying 

336—11. 


company who own the horses, man the boats, and esn look Mr. W' F de 
after their own affairs much more efficiently than the I'i-mesKune 
canal company. Monaghan. ’ 

159.36. Do you know of eases where thst is done by 9 Oct. 1906 

companies who do not own and control the canal !— Yes 

there are one or two companies in England that do that. 

15937. Like Fellows Morton, k Company ?— Yes. 

15938. Have you anything of that sort in Ireland ?— 
bco, the Grand Canal formerly was almost entirely an 
ownmg company and its trade was carried by private 
boa^. Those private boats gradually dropped off from 
want of enterprise ; passing through a district where there 
was very little enterprise and very little money the com- 
pany have been forced to take up the carrying trade 
them-selves very much against their own wish. 

15939. You have no considerable carrying companies 
giTiQg a regular fly-boat service at stated hours over 
long distances as is the case sometimes in Eugland !— 

Only in the case of the Grand CanaL 

ISSiO That is a carrying coiupanv ’— Y'es. We have 
been obliged to take it up, but formerlv we were able to 
leave tho tiaffio largely to private boats plying on tolls. 

16941. Do you. living now on the Ulster Canal (I come 
b.ack to my ongmal question) m'ss the existence of a reeu- 
lar service ? Bo you think it a disadvantage not to h^e 
it J 1 think It IS an immense disadvantage not to have 
a repilar service, in fact a dis-eontinuoua service never 
can bo a satisfactory one. For instance, now from Dublin 
to Bailinasloe. a distance of ninety-eight miles or there- 
abou^t, a boat starting in the morning came back 
at the end of five days, that is to say, it travelled at the 
rate of about two mUes on hour for two days each way, 
then co^t one day for lockage stoppages, and discharge 
and loadmg of cargoes, it came back again on the fifth day. 

15942. One final question : do you not take quite the 
despairmg view about the Ul.ster Canal that our first 
witness to-day, Mr. Bea, took ?— I did not bear his 
evidence, but I do not take a despairing view. 

15943, You think that, given a better water supply and 
given a more regular service, and certain other improve, 
ments which I need not go over again hut to which you 
have alluded, there might be developed a considerable 
and remunerative traffic on the Ulster Canal ?— I think 

15944. And in on ideal system under Government vou 
would also desire to sec the connection with the vShannon ? 

-^Quite so ; I think that -would not be in the immediate 

15945. {Mr. Bavieon.) 1 thought there was a carrying 
company working on the Ulster Canal ?— There is at 
p^ent but I was including that. I do not know anytliiug 
about that. It is not successful for the reasons I have 
given. It has done so since 1896. 

15946. I understood you to give a raOway rate between 
Monaghan and Belfast for roote and potatoes ; can vou 
give us the canal rate also ? — No. 

15W7. You gave us the canal rate some time ago on 
toe Grand Canal but that dees not seem to help us much?— 

I leave the statistics to the canal company. 

15948. {Lord Brtusey.) Looking at the question of Benefit to 
canals as part of toe general policy for the Imperial 
improvement of Ireland, you tell us that you are quite eon- 
vmced that the opening up of a waterway between toe 
Shannon and Belfast would greatly benefit the country ?— 

Yes. I mean that if the Ulster Canal was put in p^ect 
workmg order I believe that in toe immediate future not 
only would toe prMent industries be fostered but it would 
mad to toe esteblishment of other industries. I know at 
Beltobet Md Enniskillen and all along the banks of 
the Erne I have heard a good deal of discussion as to the 
posMbihties of utilising the waterway from Lough Erne 
to Belfast. The Upper Lough Erne is not like Lough 
Nea^, which offers some difficulties and is very stormy : 
the Upper Lough Erne is quite easily navigable and is mwe 
like an uregularly shaped river. 

The Witness withdrew. 
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MINUTES 0? EVIDENCE I 


Mb. William B. Best, called ; and Examined. 


Mr. Wm. E. 15949. (Cliairman.) You Eve at Aghalee in the south- 
_ , east comer of county Antrim ? — ^Yes. 

Soyal JJUUr ■' 

AsricultuTal 15960. That b near to the point where the Lagan 
Sonety, Canal merges into Lough Neagh 7— Yes. 

9 OcL 1906 16951. You are a member of the County Antrim Com- 

.. ■ mittee of Agriculture 7 — Yee. 

16952. And a member of the Council of Agriculture 
in connection with the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction 7 — Yes. 

16953. Have you been asked as a member of council 
of the Royal Ubter Agricultural Society to give evidence 7 
— I have. 

13954. You oSer evidence mainly as a farmer residing 
conveniently to the Lagan Canal 7 — Yea 
Use of C^als 1 5955. Do you use it largely 7 — I do ; I send a consider- 
by Agri- able part of my produce by it. 

15956. How many acres do you work 7 — About 350. 

15957. Is that mostly in tillage 7 — Mostly in tillage. 

16958. Is it situated about twenty-five miles from 
Belfast 7 — Yes, twenty miles by road, and twenty-four 
by canal. 

15959. Is your farm bounded for nearly a mUe and a 
half by the Lagan Canal 7 — It is. 

15960. What b your nearest station 7— Moira Station 
on the Great Northern Railway. 

16961. How far b that 7— Pour miles from one of the 
farm steadings where I live, and about one mile from 
another which I work as an out farm. 

15962. Have you not another station 7 — Yes, there is 
a station called Ballinderry on the Dublin and Antrim 
Junction EaUway which b now worked as part of the 
Great Northern system, and is four miles from either 


Defects. 


15963. That b the railway which runs north from 
near Lishum along the eastern bank of Lough Neagh 7 — 
Yes, it joins the Midland at Antrim. 

15964. What prevents you and your neighbours from 
taking more advantage of the prosdmity of the canal 7— 
We find a difficulty in getting our produce delivered by 
boat as we can at the railway stations. When we send 
any produce to the railway station there are waggons 
there to receive it and it b sent on at the first opportunity, 
When we want to send it by canal we have to m ake enquiry 
for a day or two beforehand to hear when a boat will be 
co min g, and then when the boat arrives we have to stop 
oar horses, which may be employed at other works in the 
fields, and attend to the boat. 


15965. Whet do you think b the cause of that defect 
in the canal company’s arrangements 7 — I t.hintr it b 
want of suitable accommodation at the wharves in 
the rural districts where, if the Canal Company had 
proper shed accommodation, they could receive the 
produce and keep it there until the boat took it along. 

15966. I gather from what you have written that you 
think railway competition has something to do with 
thb 7 — I think that is the prime cause why the canab 
have not been developed as they might have been. 

15967. You think the canal company b afraid of 
spending money on these improvements ?— I think so. 

15968. They think it would be too risky to make this 
capital outlay 7-— Well, I think when they are running 
in keen competition the canal company would not be 
justified in spending capital in developing their property 
if the railway company b to meet them and fight th m 
at every point of contact. 

13969. Yon would like to see the two working in 
co-operation and not in competition 7—1 tli.nV jt would 
be the best proposal for the good of the traders, provided 
they were subject to State control, and not worked entirely 
in the interests of the shareholdere. ^ 


15970. Do yon see any prospect of attaining Ihb 
object except by the State coming in 7—1 do not see 
how it could ^ worked ; I think it would not be satbfac- 
tory to have it worked by a public body appointed bv the 
xepresentafivea of the people. 


15971. But you think that the State will have to inter- 
vene if the mbchievous effects of ovei'-oompetition are to '■ 
be corrected 7 — I think so. ! 

16972. Do you think that the extension and develop- i. 
ment of the canab would have effects upon the country j M 
which would in their turn benefit the railways 7 — I think ' 

it would ; I think if the canal system were developed, 
as it has been on the Continent, as feeders to the rail- 
ways, considerable benefit would accrue not only to the 
railway companies but to the community at large. 

15973. You do not only mean as feeders to the railways? 

For instance, developing industries by bringing heavy 
goods at a cheap rate which could not be developed 
when those goods have to be carried at a high rate as the}- 
have to be on the railways 7 — Preebely. ; 

15974. Then the development of the industries would 
cause a great deal of traffic and dbtribution on the railways 
and thus the railways would have their advantage 7 — I » 

think that would be the result. I 

15976. Do you also wish better facilities for loading } 
and unloading 7 — Yes, we would require some means of 
getting the produce into and out of the boats. 

15976. And a more frequent service 7 — Yes. With { 

regard to the Lagan, I presume your first witness .to-day i 

explained the inland navigation, and that company have 
m^e efforts, and arc making an effort, to give us a more 
frequent service, actii^ as carriers, but it was not taken 
advantage of sufficiently to encourage them in keeping it 
going on. 

15977. You complain that the arrangements are not i 
good enough for having produce delivered to the consignee , 

on arrival at its destination 7—1 found that was one of i 

my greatest difficulties in taking the advantage of the ; 

canal that I otherwise would have taken. - 

15978. What dbtances ore you thinking of 7 — To tlis 
ships in Belfast and to the merchants. 

15079. You do not find the distribution from the canr.l KstritsL. 
b done as well as the distribution from the railway station ? 

— I do not think the canal undertalces to dbtribute at all ; 
they cany the material there and let the consignee take 
delivery. 

15980. You think better arrangements should be made 7 
— Yea, I think they should. 

15981. Have you also difficulty about the manure you 
receive from the city 7 — I get about 200 tons every year, 
and I get it all carried by rail. I have done so with the ; 
exception of one lighter I tried about 10 years ago. I 
made arrangements for having four lighter loads brought 
up, but the lighters that are in use on the canal are not 
suitable for the conveyance of manure. Of course I am i 
speaking of dairy manure now — not artificials. I 

15982. Surely there must be a considerable demand 
for manure from the city up the Lagan 7— There would 
be an enormous demand if there were facilities given for 
getting it brought up 

15983. Are not people found who n-ill build suitable 
boats to bring up tliat manure 7 Would it not be a 
profitable business 7—1 have not met them yet and I have 
been tiying to find them for ten or twelve years past. 

15984. One of the principal businesses from our towns 
in England on the canab is to dbtribute manures from 
the towns to the farms 7 — I would quite expect so, and i 
I thi nk it would be a moat desirable method of conveying ^ 
it as compared with the raUway. 

_ 16985. Are there engineering difficulties to be con- I 
sidered 7 — Yea, sometimes we find a difficulty in getting I 
^e boats through if we want them because of a flood j 

in the river. I do not know whether that could he : 

obviated or not. 

16986. Is there abo sometimes scarcity of water ? — 
Sometimes, la summer, as at present boats can only take 
half loads. 

16987. I suppose like every one else you would like 
rather more rapid haulage on the canab 7— Yes. 

15988. And a lower freight 7— We would like ffiat 1 
too, if possible. 
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15939. \Vhy do 3 tou think a lower freight would be 
' possible ? — When I compare the rate for carrying produce 

from my farm to Belfast with the rate for taking it to 
Liverpool or New York, I find that it costs 40 pet cent. 

! more to carry it from where it is produced to Belfast 

! a distance of twenty miles, than to carry it from Belfast 

to Liverpool, a distance of 140 miles, and I find it is 
fifty times greater per mile than is required to carry it 
from Liverpool to New Y^ork. Of course, I know that 
the longer voyage in the larger boats makes it able to 
be carried cheaper, but I think with proper development, 
and suitable facilities it could be carried even lower on 
the canal than it is. 

j.;sarfof 15990. Do you think, if the improvemenfa you are 
^rifficfiom guggesting were made, there would be a great increase 
- iq.tore. traffic upon the Lagan ? — I think there would be a 

j very great increase ; I know a great many of my neigh- 

; bouring farmers who use it very little, if at all, and I 

believe if suitable arrangements were made they would 
use it in preference to the railway for nearly all their 
produce, except that requiring fast carriage. 

16991. You think that the increase would be both 
on the inward and outward traffic, because the farmers 
would not only receive manures but they would send 
aw-ay farm produce ? — 1 think it would be increased 
both ways ; there would be great quantities of manures 
f brought into my locality if the canal could see their way 

to make arrangements for carrying it. 

15992. In conclusion you desire to say you are not 
interested in the Lagan nor in the Great Northern Railway 
Company as a shareholder ? — That is so. I may say 
I was asked by the Royal Ulster Agricultural Society 
to give evidence, and I think that was only because of 
their interest in agriculture generally and in the de- 
velopment of farming throughout the North of Ireland 
; they do not take any special part in canal traffic. 

; 15993. (Mt. STioivden.) Do you think there is room for 

both canals and railways here in the North of Ireland ? 
— Most decidedly. 

15994. Not in antagonism to each other but co-oper- 
ating together ? — I think that co-operation would he the 
greatest advantage to the commtmity, although it may 
seem rather contradictory, because the general impression 
would be that competition would make lower rates, but 
if that competition is so keen that it prevents one or 
other from developing their capacity to the fullest extent 
in that way I t hink it is injurious. 

15995. You think there are certain kinds of service 
that the one can perform better than the other ? — 
! Certainly, that one we are speaking of carrying heavy 

' manures and any heavy farm produce suitable for slow 

carriage, such as potatoes and hay, would be more suit- 
able for the canal. 

I 15996. Is there really any public opinion amongst the 

! farmers in your neighbourhood in favour of canal de- 

velopment ? Is it a grievance amongst them — the lack 
of facilities for the transmission of goods by canal 7 — 
Y'es, it is, most decidedly, and a great many farmers from 
my locality take their produce by cart in preference to 
sending it either by rail or boat to Belfast. 

1S997. You are an exceptionally large farmer in that 
neighbourhood ?— Larger Uian the average ; most of the 
farms are smaller. 

16998. Did I understand you to say you had 350 
acres ? — Yea. 

j 16990. From 3mur neighbourhood then, there will not 

* be the prospect of many consignments as large as those 


you are able to send ? — I think there would be the pros- Mr. W. E. 
pcct of very much larger consignments, not perhaps from Btat, 
individual farmers, but by farmers joining together and Ulster 

sending quantities. 

16000. {Mr. Davison.) The canal company are not — — 

carriers ? — The canal company are not, but the Inland ® O®*- 1908- 
Navigation Company are carriers. ““ 

16001. So that your grievance about the non-delivery 
of goods in Belfast would apply to the bye-traders ?— 

Yes. 

1C002. You have never thought of combining with 
your neighbouring farmeis and sending a boat of your 
own 7 — No, we have not been able to develop co-opera- 
tion BO far. 

10003. Does your land adjoin Lough Neagh ? — It does 
not. 

16004. So you cannot tell us anything about the 
flooding, can you ?— I can, I think, if you will allow me. 

10005. I would like to hear about it 7 — I was struck with 
a question asked by one gentleman on the Commission of Flooding. 
a witness who was giving evidence immediately before 
and after lunoh to-day, Major Torrens, as to the advisa- 
bility of expending the money in compensation of the 
holders in the flooded area instead of spending it in 
developing the drainage. I think it would be a very 
poor consolation to those in the flooded area to be treated 
in that way. I was a member of the County Antrim 
Council for six years, and also a member of the special 
country committee on the Binn drainage, and also a 
member of this Bann Drainage Committee which has 
been petitioning tlie Lord-Lieutenant and Chief Secretary 
every year, an annual petition, and although I am not 
affected personally by the floodings, the division which I 
represent was very badly affected, and in my neighbour- 
hood there are hundreds of acres flooded and many people 
who are repeatedly flooded out of their homes have to 
takesbelterwith their neighbours. To offer a man under 
those circumstances a fewpounds for staying in the floods 
is not the way he looks at it, and I know in my neigh- 
bourhood the people would like to see the Lower Bann 
Navigation done away widi. 

16006. {Mr. Crosaley.) Do you think you could put 
the fai-m produce in manure boats 7 Y’ou seem to think 
you could get manure and send away produce 7 — We 
could send an increased quantity of pioduce. 

16007. In the boats that brought the manure 7 — 

Oh, no. 

16008. That is what you said 7 — I did not mean to 
say so ; I must have been misunderstood. 

16009. You meant you could send back produce in 
return, but you could not send it by the same boats ?— 

Not at all. 

16010. I do not see why you cannot send the produce 
now 7 — We do send the produce largely. I meant to 
say these boats would require to be kept exclusively for 
the use of carrying manure, and then we would avail 
ourselves of the other boats for produce, ‘ 

16011. 1 do not see how that affects the back loading ; 
that is the only trouble 7—1 did not wish to convey that 
impression, hlay 1 hand in a statement shewing the 
objects and work of the Royal Ulster Society, which vrill 
perhaps be interesting to some members of the Com- 
mission {handing in the same). 

The Witness withdreio. 

The Commission adjourned. 
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{Certain oj the statements handed in by Witness 
■printed as Aftpendix Eo.li.) 

16012. {Chairman.) You are a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Upper Barm Navigation ? Yes. 

16013. And are appointed by the Coun^ Council of 
, iyrone to give evidence ?— I am. 

16014. Would you mention which are the waterways 
afiectmg the eastern half of Tyrone and the neighbouring 
portion of Londonderry ’—First I would mention the 
T-p^r Bann Navigation of which I am a ti-ustee, and 
perhaps your Lordship would like to have this map 
( Wi,^ in the same). The Upper Bann River is not part 
of the Upper Bann Navigation. The Upper Bann River 
if Lough Neagh Drainage Trust but nob 

by the Navigation Trust 

*v pointed out on your map both what is 

the Upper Bann Navigation and what is the largest part of 
the <^ainage area to it ?— In my county ; I cannot shew 
you the dramage area of Armagh, but I have shewn you 
what 18 in my own County of Tj-rone. 

‘ ^ the navigation from the point 
which I thi^ IS called Whitecoat Point down to Lough 

V f ^ the 

name of that point. 

160IX yram th.«oKh endrfth.K.mjS™gatio» !- 
That IS at Portodown, I take it, where the Upper Bann 
comes mto the lough, ^ ^ “ 

1601^ A httle south of Portadown, I think ?— The 

r'® >pper Bann Navigation controla the lough 
where the Lpper Bann eomea into it. Irom the momelt 
It enters the lough the navigation eomea under the 
control of the Bpper Bann Navigation, and ail the lough 

(descSing on 

16019. As regards what you esB the Upper E.au 
Navigation, winch i, really the lower part of Ih.'S 
Haokweter, have you control as far as Blackwatsttom" 

16(H0. How is this system managed ? It is under 
statnlo^ anthonty r_It is „.„.ged mid,, st.iSS 
authority by a hoa^ of eight trusteea. three nominated 
now by the^unty Council of Armagh, three by the Countv 
Cooneii of lyone and two by the Coimtj Couiii If B™m 

levied over portions ofthS? e"S™°Bflj2e'*i S 


5Ir. J. B. GtTKHiKQ-MooEE, cahed j and Examined. 


16022. .Are those prescribed by an award made by tbe 
Board of Works under Act of Parliament ’—They are. 

16023. Leaving the Upper Bann, what is the next water- 
way affecting the eastern half of Tyrone 7— The next 
most important is the Coahsland Canal from the town of Co,ili-b 
Coalialaad to the navigable channel of the river Black- Caoil 
water, and that has been handed over to the Laean 
Navigation Company. ° 

1(^4. In order to get at that part of their waterwava 
the Lagan Navigation Company, or the carriers on the 
^an Navigation, have to come through your Upper 
Bann They have to come through our territory. iVe 
keep toe channels in the lough open, dredging the shoals 
m toe lough. 

16025. Are there any locks on the Upper Bann ?— I 
really do not think there axe ; I think the Blaekwater is 
® looks, but I think you will have Mr. 

U Neill, our engineer, before you, and be will tell you. 

16026. The Coalislahd Canal is five miles in length »— 

Five or six miles. * 

16027. Besides that, there is the Ulster Canal ?— Yea 

16028. We heard about that yesterday, so I need 
not take you through that. Besides that, you have the 
Lower Bana Na^gation ?-We have the Lower Bann 
Navigation, which controls the northern and eastern 
sides of Lough Neagh. I have pointed that out on too ’ 
map to you. but it is really more a name than anything 
else because there is practically no navigation upon it. 

managed ?-By a booi'd of trustees 
similar to the Upper Bana but nominated by the countv 
councils of Antrim and Londonderry. 

16030. How is it maintained 7— It is maintained by 
rates levied on portions of these counties. 

n quays connected n-ith the 

Naingation 7-1 am infoimed so. I know 
rf V j “ ^ 1 clo not know, but 

i . I Jmow there 

mer plymg with pleasure parties in the summer 
K) xoome and Antrim. 

lighter from the quay at 
*0 Baliyronan, a 
by a mill owner, but that traffic 
comes mwnly from the Upper Bann side and from Bel- 
last, — in fact entirely. 

0“ Lower Bonn ami 
deLnri^ you have mentioned 

epends on the Lagan Canal for its existence 7— Entirely. 

g» te 
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IfiOSo. Have your trustees of the Upper Bann e£B- 
ciently maintained the works under their charge ? — 
] believe we have ; we have generally striven to do out 
J duty to tlie best of our powers, and we have opened a new 

} harbour that was not under our original trust on the 

I iioast of Tyrone, which I now point out on the map. 

I 16036. That is a little south of the Ballinderrv River ? 

j — Yes, and this village of Coagh and the country people 

about use it ; there is a very satisfactory amount of 
traffic to Newport Trench since it has been opened. 

16037. Is there any traffic from Cookstown to New- 
port Trench ? — No, it is too far ; it is about twelve miles 
I should think. 


16038. Have you also constructed another new quay ? 
— We constructed or enlarged a quay at Kinnego, Lnr- 
gan, but I do not think that is shewn on the map. It 
is in County Armagh. 

16039. Does that quay serve Lurgan ? — Yee. 

16040. You have also constructed a slip and work- 
shop ? — That was at Maghery on the Blaokwater, close 
to where the Blaokwater comes into the lough. You see 
“ Maghery Ferry ” marked on the map. 

16041. Is that for repairs of barges and dredgers ? — 


1 16042. What has been your eipenditure for the last 

seven years ?■ — It has averaged about £730 on works and 
I £200 in wages and salaries, 

16043. What have your receipts been ! — From tolls 
about £200 on. the average, and from other things (it is 
near!} all sales of sand) about £70 in the year. 

16344. Therefore you have a deficit ? — Yes, an average 
deficit of about £660, and that has to be borne by the 
ratepayers. 

16045. What is the taxed area valued at t — I believe 
the whole taxed area in thcthree counties is about £280,000 
valuation. 


.\a. 14. 

S'l. 1. o«d 
j >’A'aiaU 


1 16046. How does the burden work out in the E in the 

valuation ?— It works out on the average to about three- 
fifths of a peimy in the pound but it varies very much. 
) Under the award made by Sir Richard Griffith, the head 

of the Board of Works, in 1859 the charge varies con- 
' siderably, and, strange to say, the districts nearest the 

i waterways are the lightest taxed. I have gone into the 

. question for ^is Commission, it never struck me or 

interested me very much before, but I have gone into the 
I question now and have examined the award very r.are- 

i fully. Sir Richard Griffith, almost at the very time he 

was making this award, was making the general valuation 
of the country. I happened to have a copy of that 
, valuation in my house as regards my own part of County 

* Tyrone and I compared the amounts that Sir Richard 

i put on the separate parishes with the valuations of those' 
parishes made at almost identically the same time, and 
1 give you some illustrations. 

f fates levied. 16047. I am not quite sure we can deal with that sub- 
ject ? — I am not asking you to recommend any altera- 
I tion, but I should press it upon your Lordship when I 

; come to talk about the canal to Cookstown. There is 

' the parish of Clonoe and the district round Coalisland, 

I which of course get the greatest benefit from the existing 

> waterways and there is also the parish of Killyman 

I round which the navigable channel of the Blaokwater is. 

. The amounts put upon those districts by Sir Richard 

j Griffith, as to the parish of Clonoe, amounted to a rate 

I of about j'Sjths of a penny in the pound, and as regards 

the parish of Killyman, bounded by the navigable 

I channel of the river Blacktvater, it was about the same. 

As regards Coalisland it was even less ; it amounted to a 
rats of about ^d. per pound on the valuation. 
Going further away from the navigable channel, you 
come to the parishes of Arboe andBaliinderry, which, it is 
true, adjoin Lough Neagh but which at that time had no 
' port ; it was before 'we opened Newport Trench in the 

parish of Arboe, and still, in these cases, the rate amounted 
to nearly 2d. in the po'und on Ballinderry and quite 2d. in 
the pound on Arboe. The rate on Derryloran, in my own 
parish, which is somewhat remote from the canals, 

1 amounted to 1^. in the pound. Going up to the mountains 

twenty miles from any navigation, in the parishes of 
Kildress and Lisson, it amounted to l}d. and l}d. in the 

f 


pound, almost three times the amount charged on the dis- ,1/-/. J. £. 
triots that had the canal at their doors. I have never Gutming- 
been able to discover or imagine upon what basis Sir Jl/oore, 
Richard Griffith based this award, but it is upon that Tyrant 
award at the present day that ■we pay rates to the naviga- 
tion. The rates made for the last three years in connec- 
tion with the na'vigation on the districts in close connec- jq jgO0 
tion with the canal have been id. and ^d. in the pound, while - ' . , 

in the mountainous districts twenty miles a^way from 
the navigation they have amounted on the average to 
ild., nearly three times the amount charged on the dis- 
trict that has the navigation at its doors. That I desire 
to draw your Lordship’s attention to in connection with 
the Cookstown Canal. 

16048. Have you anything to say on the management of 
the Logan Canal and the Coalisland Canal ? — I have not ; 

I never heard complaints of them and I have no complaints 
to make. 

16049. With regard to the Lower Bann system, have 
you any opinion ? — In my opinion I do not think it is 
worth keeping open, but it does not concern me whether 
it is kept open or not. 

16050. Y^ou do not think it causes any traffic on the 
Upper Bann — on the Blaokwater t — No, I do not think it 
does, except that little pier that we talked about at 
Ballyionan. 

16061. If a considerable traffic were developed at Cole- 
raine, would that be any benefit to you ? — I suppose if 
Coleraine ever could be a port for import or export to the 
southern end of Lough Neagh it would be of advantage 
to us. 

16052. But at present 5’ou have told us all your traffic 
practically is to or from Belfast ? — That is so. 

16053. What about the navigation of Lough Neagh ? — 

I think it should be all 'under one board — under one 
control ; it seems to me absurd that one half of Lough 
Neagh should be under one hoard and the other half under 
another, when practically the whole navigation points to 
the one point of the Lagan Canal as far as there is any- 
naidgatioa upon it. 

16054. You think that even the northern part of Lough . 

Neagh has more to do ivith the Lagan Canal and Belfast 
than it has to do with the Lower Bann and Coleraine ?— 

I think it has more chance of anything to do ; I think 
some traffic might possibly be develop^ to Antrim and , 
perhaps to County Londonderry. 

16055. And if this navigation of the north end were 
transferred to the Board of the Upper Bann, do you think 
something more might be done to encourage goods traffic 7 
— I think we could do something to encourage goods 
traffic to Antrim, and possibly to Toorae ? 

16056. To the shores of Londonderry ! — Yea, Toome 
is the junction of Antrim and Londonderry, and any 
traffic to Toome would benefit both counties. Toome is 
where the Lower Bann goes out at the north end of the 
lake. 

16057. With regard to the Ulster Canal, what would 
you suggest ? — Jly knowledge of the Ulster Canal person- 
ally is not large ; I have seen it at Benburb, and that is 
really all I know. 1 have read the reports of previous 
commisBions and I understand it is too narrow and too 
small, and in order to be of any use it ought to be enlarged. . 

16058. Are you hopeful about any direct return from 
the development of canals or waterways in Ulster ? — I 
do not thi^ there ever would be any substantial profit 
from them. They might possibly make their working 
expenses. 

16056. What is your -view as to the indirect benefit ! 

As to the indirect benefit, there is a check on the railway 
rates to a very considerable extent ; it has been a very 
groat check on the rates on the Great Northern Railway 
to Coalisland, to points between Lurgan and Coalisland 
and to Armagh. The people of Armagh approached the 
Upper Bann Navigation to make a goods shed and a 
goods quay at Blaokwatertown which had not existed 
before ; we did make improvements there and made sheds, 
for goods, and the result waa that it did not create any 
traffic, but it gave improved conditions to the people 
of the County Armagh as regards railway rates. It is 
always possible for them to compete with the railway if 
the railway should raise the rates. 
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1G060. Do you think it would be trortli while for persons 
living in the neighbourhood of places that have water 
comniumcatiou to submit to a navigation rate ?— I think 
it would and, as a rule, I find they are willing. 

16061. The mere keeping open of the waterway as a 
06 route brings them benefit ? Yes. 

16062. That is the indirect return you principally look 
^ ’ — Certainly. I happen to be Chairman of the Cook- 
stown Urban District Council and Chairman of the 
Cookstown Rural Council as well, and with a view to this 
Commission I informally consulted both my councils as 
to whether they^ would be willing to submit to a small 
rate for navigation purposes, and the feeling was that 
they would be willing to pay something. 

16M3. Do you hear any complaints against the rates 
for the support of the Upper Bann Navigation ? — I have 
l^^ver heard of any, but I think when my evidence gets 
into the papers that the mountainous distriota are taxed 
most heavOy there will probably be some eomplainte. 

16064. That would be more as to the unequal way the 
taxation is levied than as to the taxation iteelf ?— Yes. 

16065. Do you think any further development of the 
waterways should be made at the expense of the people 
hkely to be benefited ?— I think there should be a de- 
velopment of waterways and that some portion of it 
might well be obtained from the people being benefited. 

16066. Even a moderate contribution is better than no 
contribution at all ? — Yes, it shows their interest in it. 

16067. It not only shows their interest in it, but a little 
excites and keeps up their interest in it ?— It does. 

10068. But you do nob think it would be fair to make 
that rate payable by railway companies ?— I do not • I 
think It would be rather hard on railway shareholders to 
make them pay for competitaon against themselves. It 
would be very easy to discriminate and let them off the 
navigation rate. 

16069. How would you like the waterways to be kept 
up and controlled ?-I am in favour of local government, 
and I thi^ they ought to be kept up by localities, but by 
aorL or watersheds or something of that 

_ 16070. Do you find county councils work well together 
m respect of these waterways ?— I can only speak from 
my own exp^encc, and the three counties of Armagh, 
iyrone and Down have worked well together • I have 
upwards of twenty years, and I have 
-found that we have worked very weU together. 

jealousies between 

oounty and coimty are an obstacle to good working !-I 
never find the shghtest jealousy on our board. * 

1M72. Is Bu^c^t money forthcoming for anything 
that IS wanted ?— That is very simple ; under our statutory 
powMS we make an estimate of how much we are likely to 
req^e m the coming year, and that ie apportioned ac- 
cor^g to the award made by Sir Richard Griffith, and a 
certain amount has to be paid by each county, a demand 
note w sent to the senary of each county council and 
theyhavetoproduce the money. 

16073. You have the power of levying it ?— Yes. 

_ 16OT4. ^ is under your special statute ?— Ym, that 
IS under the special statute, and the Lower Bann Naviga- 
-tion IS managed m exactly the same way. * 

16075. men county councils or joint committee of 
c°aSeS ^ like them also 

16076. THiy not ?-l do not think tiiey have any right 
councils do 

not have tr^c on roads, they make a toad and the 
ordinary mdividual usee it, and I think it ought to be the 
same with a water road. 

16077. You have no experienceof any local waterways 
so perhaps you are not abb to say whether the absence^! 
a <tedy and punctual service is a disadvantage when the 
waterways have not themselves the power of carrying »_ 

I have no experience. ^ ® ' 

1M78. You would like to say something on the subject 
of CookstoTO ’—I should like to say that the Ballindirry 
River, which you will see on that map. is for almost the 
whole way the boundary between the two counti« of 


Tyrone and Londonderry. That river comes from Cook- 
stown, which is the market centre for a very largo tract of 
country, almost half the area that is taxed for the naviga 
tion. The people ccme fifteen and sixteen miles to that 
market. A canal to that district would be a considerable 
benefit for the sale of their produce and for anything they 
buy and wish imported into Cookstown. Timber is 
largely used in the country and they buy it in Cookstown 
It would be a great advantage to the consumers of timber! 

16079. The distance, including windings of the river 
would be about ten miles ?— Ten or eleven mil«. ’ 

16080. And that, by means of the Upper Bann Naviga- 
tion and the Lagan Canal, would put Cookstown directly 
into communication with Belfast by canal ? It would. ^ 

16081. Is a considsrablo portion of the distance occupied 
by dams ?— A very considerable portion. I could point 
them out. 

16082. Are there any mills or factories ?— There are 
two factories and a large spinning mill, also one at the 
village of Coagh and another about a mile and a half from 
Cookstown. {Pointing out the same on the map.) 

16083. Has any estimate been made or have any 
engineering plana been prepared ?— No, we never tlioughi 
that the making of a canal was within practical politics 
until we heard of this Commission, but if your Lordship 
would permit me I could have a rough estimate made 
and furnished to your Secretary at some future time. 

16084. Of course the more accurate the better ?— To 
make a really good thing would require considerable 
expense, I should think. 1 think rou^ly from the 
Ordnance sheet there are only about 100 feet of ascent in 
the ten or eleven miles. 

16085. What is the population of Coolcstown ? By 

the last census, 3,531 but it has some suburbs it has a 

very narrow boundary— immediately surrounding it 
which are not included, and, taking half a mile round 
Cookstown, that would raise it up to 4,000. 

16086. Besides the large flax spinning mill of which 
you have spoken and two weaving factories, has it three 
banks ? — It has. 

16087. And a market for grain including grass-seed ? 
— A market for grain every Tuesday, and a large general 
market every Saturday. 

16088. Do practical men at Cookstown and in the 

neighborhood take this scheme up warmly ? They do ; 

they think it would be of the very greatest advantage 
te all who use the market. It is a large agricultural 
^stnet. This scheme would give some benefit to that 
large country district which is at present paying a heavy 
navigation rate. 

16089. Is there anything ebe you are anxious to say 
on the subject ? — I do not think so. 

160£0. {Mr.Swwden.) I have only one question I would 
like to put to you. You expressed a very strong opinion 
against a county council acting as carriers or traders on 
the waterways ? — Yes. 

16091. You used os an analogy the roods, saying that 
provides the roads but does not run vehicles I 

16092. Of course you must bo aware that here the 
County Council of Belfast provides streets and they also 
run vehicles along the streets ?— They run tramways. 

16093. Might I suggest that your analogy breaks down 
from another pmnt of view. Your roads in the country 
distncts are made for the convenience of the public but 
not with ^6 object of encouraging an excessive use of the 
more tte roads are used the more expanse it is 
to the coraty. Now, a waterway is constructed at a 
wy considerable expense with the object of paying, and 
therefore it is important that traffic should be encouraged 
upon toe waterway. Do you not agree with that T— 

I my ocrimcil, although they would have to pay 
for It, would hke to see the roads used ; they would 
hke to see them some use. I think a county oouncil 
that makM a road and feds it running to grass, as I know 
some ro^ thinks it was a mistaken policy to make 
toat ro^, whereas if they see a road well used they say 
tnat is a good use and we are pleased to pay for it.” 
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16094. I am afraid that is not the general opinion, but 
of course in the first instajice the road would not be made 
unless there was a traffic already existing which required 
the use of the road ? — Roads are aometimes made in t! e 
hopes of opening up a traffic. 

16095. Would you bo prepared then, still, to maintain 
that under all circumstances you would oppose a county, 
which owned a waterway, trading upon the waterway ? — 
With all the extent of my power on my own county 
council I would urge them not to embark upon a specula- 
tion of that sort. 

16096. You admitted just now that the object of a 
road was to develop the country ? — Yea. 

16097. Supposing it was considered desirable to develop 
the trade of the country by providing additional facilitks 
upon the highway in the shape of motor traffic, would you 
under circumstances like that apply the reasoning you 
have applied to the waterway and refuse to support a 
proposition that the oounty council should run their 
motor traffic along the roads ? — Yes. as at present 
advised I should not embark upon it. 

16098. (ilfr. Davwou.) I understand you constructed 
Newport Trench wharf ? — ^Yes. 

16099. And you found that a success I — Yea, it has 
been a success. 

16100. How many authorities are there on Lough 
Neagh ? You have told us of the Upper Bann and the 
Lower Bann, and then there are certain drainage authori* 
ties, are there not ? — There are drainage trustees hut their 
works are independent. There were two awards made by 
Sir Richard Griffith at the time the Government con- 
structed works for the drainage and navigation of Lough 
Neagh and the water communications. 
hpi'lof 16101. Shall we find the various authorities and their 
duties set out in the award ?— You will find it nearly all 
set out in the previous Commission. Lord Monok’s 
Ji^ii'S info ^'^ rnmia ainn went into that question. There are two 
o/ awards and I have one of them, with me but I did not 
bring the drainage one. 

KimHng 16102. We have that document Part of your duty is 
r7/*w**’ dredge channels across Lough Neagh 7 — To keep the 

Lmntk’' “a^igable channels open. 
liSi. 16103. That is from the Lagan Canal to theriver Black- 
!C-3/”S.] TTater 7 — Yes. 

16104. Have you also to dredge a channel from the 
Blackwater towards the north 7 — Up north towards 


Newport Trench. Part of the middle of the lake does Mr. J. B. 
not require much dredging, bub when we come to Newport (juwuu/- 
Trench we have to dredge the entrance to the harbour. Moore, 

16105. The channels are shallow ? — Yes. Couii/y 

16106. You buoy these channels ?— We buoy them C’cu/icu. 
where necessary with beacons. 0r/~190e 

16107. What depth do you b?ep the e’ annels below 

summer level? — We try to keep a depth for navi- 
gation of 6 feet. You will have our engineer before you. 

16108. Will the abandonment of the Lower Bann 
Navigation aSect the summer level of Lough Neagh ? — 

I think it has never yet been proposed to lower the 
summer level of Lough Neagh ; the people who are 
agitating for drainage have never yet asked to lower the 
summer level. 

16109. (Mr. Griffttk.) Do your navigations at all act as 
feeders to any railways in the district 7 — Oh no. 

16110. Or the railways to your navigations ? — No. 

16111. There is no interchange of traffic 7 — I do not 
think there is any interchange. 

16112. {Mr. Crosalty.) Can yon give us a short list of 
rates to Cookstown for the principal articles you buy 7— 

I thought you would have got that from ilr. Mc5fal)y 
yesterday ; I am not prepared with it but I could send it 
to you. 

16113. What is your idea of what would he a fair rate 
by canal if you had it ? I want to see what you think you 
might gain 7 — I left that question mainly to Mr. McNally. 

He was aware of the rates to Coalisland and he compared 
the rates with the Coalisland rates and on some of the 
things there would not be very much gain. On coal he 
thought there would be a gain of about 7d. a ton and on 
grass seed he thought there would be a gain of about 3s. 

6d. a tou. Those two I happen to remember. 

16114. Is that by canal to Cookstown or to Coalisland ?“ 

— He made allowance ; he thought the canal to Cooks- 
town would be somewhat longer, and he made some- 
allowance for that 

16115. {Chairman.) You have mentioned your engineer • 
once or twice : what is his name 7 — Mr. W. J. O’NeilL 

16116. I have not got any proof from him ? — I under- 
stood he was comingi^ I do not know by whom Mr. 

O'Neil] would be sent — perhaps by Armagh — but I under- 
stood he was preparing to be examined by you. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. James Coer, called ; and Examined. 


Mr. James 

(Chairman.) You live in Coalisland ? — Ido. 
t'Ort- 1906. 16118. Are you an agriculturist ?— Yes, I work at 

agriculture also ; I have about 130 acres of lend. 

16119. What is your other business 7 — I am a fireclay 
goods manufacturer. 

16120. Have you considered wbat defects in the water- 
ways near you — espeeiaUy the Coalisland, Lagan and 
Ulster Canals — ^need to be remedied ? — ^Yee. The draught 
of water we require in Coalisland is about feet and at 
present it is about 5. As to the Ulster Canal, we would 
wish it deepened and widened, the locks to be 15 feet 
broad instead of 11 ae at present. 

16121. You would like the locks to be the same size as 
on the Lagan Canal 7 — Yes. 

16122. Does the draught of water want altering 7 — It 
does, the draught of water to be 6^ feet instead of feet 
as cm the Ulster Canal. 

16123. Have you anjrihing to'say about Lough Erne 7 — 
Yes. 

16124. Would you like the canal from Lough Erne to 
the Shannon to be completed 7 — Yes. 

1^125. On tbs same gauge as the Lagan Canal 7' — 
Yes, because the same boats would be going through. 

16126. Do you therefore attach importance to the 
opening up of the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell canal 7 — 
Yes, that weuld be a very important canal to get opened 
up. 


16127. That is with the view of connecting the Sharmon 
and the country towards Limerick with Belfast 7 — Yes. 

16128. Do you think it is any advantage to this country AdvanI age of 
with wMch you are familiar to be connected with Limerick Connecrion 
or is it more for the purpose of connecting the river with 
Shannon with Belfast 7 — I think it would be a great I luierick. 
advantage to be connected with Limerick, at least as far 
as I am concerned ; the goods I manufacture I could send 
right up to Limerick by water instead of by rail as at 
present. 

16129. Do you send much to Limerick 7 — Not very; 
much ; the railway rates kill us. 

16130. Would you send much more if you had water 
communication 7 — Yes, I would indeed. 

16131. Can you give any figures T — No, there are no- 
figures of what we send ; ft is just tbig year we have- 
opened up anything at all to Limerick. We go to Sligo 
by rail 

16132. Do you attach importance to a eonneoticn 
with Enniskillen 7— Yea. 

16133. And with Belturbet, Ballinamore and Bally- 
connell 7 — Yes. 

16134. To go to another part of toe country, tie 
Lower B a n n , is it desirable that there should be a swing 
bridge on the Coleraine Roadway Bridge 7 — Yes. 

16135. Does that completely block toe entrance to 
the Bann except for very smaU craft 7 — Yes, it does. 


1 
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16I6I. Is tiiat on the Ulster Canal !— No, on the Lower 


■Mr. James 1613P. Can you give any facts as to the competition 16I6I 
I'nniilT' I railway and the effects on rates of the eompotition Bann. 

of fhe waterway with the railway ?— Yea, for instance , ,r r, • , 

iOOef. J&06 Portadown, the rate from Coalisland to p' f rate between Coal- „ 

Portadorra used to be 3s. a ton and then the railway Portadown, you say the railway company 

company found that they had to compete with the cani their rate from 3s. to 2s. but you have not told 

and they reduced their rate to 2s. That is one case in ‘ brought it down to 

18137. That is a case in which the route by rail i 
apparently rather longer than the route by water ?— 


Compel ii 


16138. You go round by Dungannon ?— Yes. 

16139. For the carriage of the goods you manufacture, 

is the waterway preferable to the railwa}’ or not ? 

Oh ! yes, especially fireclay goods. 

16140. Heavy goods of that sort you can send cheaper 
by waterway than you can by rail ? — Yes, and there is 
less breakage, etc. 

16141. Do you wish to see national control of tlie 
canal system ? — Yes. 

16142. Now a few questions to you as an agriculturist : 
do landowners and farmers use these canals sparinElv ’ 

—Yes, they do. 6 J 

Use of Canals 16143. Are there any exceptions ? Do they use them 
by Aphul. for certain goods ?— Yes, there are some goods— for 
lunsts. instance grass seed, potatoes and oats— for which they 
use the canals. 

16144. And feeding stuffs ? — Feeding stiifis of all 
kinds and coal. Yes 

16145. 5Ianures ?— No ; I think oats, potatoes, hay 
and grass-seed are the principal things 

16146. As to the grass-seed which is purchased in 
Coalisland market by Belfast and Banbridge merchants, 

IS that conveyed by rail ?— No, principally by boat. 

Ifil47. Do they sometimes have it sent by rail 
Yes. when therr rranf. i* V...L T 


the same as the canal rate. 

16163. You complained of a little want of depth in 
your canal ; is that from shortness of water or want of 
dredging ?— I think it is principally from shortness of 
water. I believe the Inland Navigation Company do 
all in their power to keep the canal in proper working 

order. I have no complaint against them at ail. * 
16164. But you would like a little more water ’—That 


16165. There is a very large export of grass seed, is there 
not, from the North of Ireland ?— Yes, a good deal from 
Coalisland. 

16166. And that goes by canal boat ?— All by canal. 

16167. You told us that if they required it to go by 
railway they were charged a little more ; how much 
more ?— About a couple of shillings a ton in some cases. 

16168. That would represent the difference between 
the canal and the railway rate ? — Yes. 

16169. About combination among fanners, I think your 
reply to the Lord Chairman was that they took their goods 

into the market and got the money into their hands ? 

Yes- 


16170. I think what was asked you was— as to import 
of goods, manures, etc., did the farmers combine to buy 
large quantities ?— They do that in country districts, two 
or three miles from Coalisland. 

16171. Is that tendency growing ?— It is ; it has the 

_ - -- «„e It s„l by r.a!- *» Impro,.. 

Yes. when they want it very quickly, but they have to 16172. {Mr. Snowden.) In answer to the Cliairman you r 
pay a httle more for it. said there was a greater disposition to use canals amongst 

1614S. Are farmers in your districts fnOy alive to your district ; will you give us a little 

the importance of waterways as a cheap mode of transit ’ instances m support of that statement ? 

— ^ es. ^ can tell you what I have carried on canals myself 

leua do y„„ .bbj ,o*.d b. th.„ r9oti“"S^ioo^r„.‘1/Z‘2d"S 

increaSd a ^ od“dil 1*7 canal and 4,000 tons by rlil ’ 

® lcl73. How long have you been in busmessf-lhav© 

lOloO. is there any tendency to the increase of co- Coalisland now thirty-five years 

?»» o« th. le™. Ho, ,o«lda..lco„,„ ydtbthote.de yon did 

iftmi X' T by canal five years before ? — IthasinoreasedagooddeaJ. 

,.nt L °e;LT JO? ‘o oonvey th. id„ th.t tier. „ 

t^ihty to. d.h4M~r-^— 

would be agreeable to combine. At present they do • district ?— I am ; Coahsland canal 

not combine because when they bring the produce into “d®® long, a short canal, although 

a town like Coalisland they get the money in their hand "1''® Ifl - '®- we sent 24,710 tons 

at once. out and lo,000 tons m for the year up to 31st March, 1S05. 

16153. Do yon think the use of the waterway would bo 1*5178. You mentioned timber as an article of trade on 
•verj' rnuch increased if they did combine ?- 1 think it ^ ° canals ; is it a trade to any considerable extent ?— 
would be increased. you mean round or sawn timber ? 

m. that „.h. ,h.„ „b.hh..,_I b.h„. „ 

co"Si|^ :■ I "h ”»• ?”*« the 

competitne rate you referred to Of 3s. where was that laior, ,ir t,- • , .r. 

to ’—From Coalisland to Portadown. That used to Ha a, ^ you luind saying how many 

the rate but they have reduced it to 2s. men you employ in your brick and tile business ?— About 

inited. te . . .. eighty. 

• ^ *® ^ 8°°d clay ?— Yes. That is not 

including the coal pits and the clay pits ; I have coal and 
clay pits as well as the fireclay manufactory. 

— Yes*^' particularly it is a fairly good clay f 

16183. What acreage of that kind of day is there there ? 

Siiid* «• •“ 

Tt if ®^A ®°'"” ™ 

It 18 a circle of about five or six miles. 

* 8ood charaoter for brick 

firecky ®^® ^®^® 


16156. I thought you said the rafiway company found 
the canal completed with them ’—Yes. J una 

1B1S7. The canal ,h.„ bdo.a the tail™,— 
Jo. il but il they louud the cml domB mm 

bu.me„ th.u ,h. «il,.J-,I..pectlh.lw„th.*r.„„n 
they lowered the rate. 

^^^16158. They did not think they got enough share ’— 

I61o9. Do yon send much of your products by water ’— 
ies. the principal part of my goods are sent by canaL ' 
16160. By the Coalisland Canal ’—The Coalisland 
Canal and those gomg to ilonaghan by the LTster Canal 
J send goods also to Toome. ^ '-anal. 
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16188. (Mr. Hefberlaon.) How far do you send the coal ? 
—We do not send the coal at all ; we use the coal. 

16187. Is theie no export of coal at all ?— All the coal I 
raise I use in my own works and I import a whole lot more. 

16188. Is yours the only coal pit at Coalisland ’—There 
was another one — a small pit — that stopped about a 
fortnight ago. 

16189. (Mr. Croadey.) What is the depth of your 
seam ? — We have different seams ; the seam we are 
working at present is a very ihin seam, 2 feet, but we had 
one seam 9 feet and another 5 feet. 

16100. What has become of them ? — They are closed 
up and we are sinking another ; we have in fact a shaft 
already sunk to where we expect 5 feet ; it is called the 
“ Derry 6-feet seam.” 

16191. What is your expectation of finding coal along- 
side Lough Neagh ?— I think it is good ; it is the report 
everywhere that the principal part of the coal is towards 
Lough Neagh. 

16192. Is it joined with the Ballyoastle seam as far as 
you know ? — No, I do not think so. 

16193. (Sir John. Doringlon.) How deep is your pit ? 

One is 80 yards deep, and we have another one 60 yards. 
That is what is called the Air pit. 

16194. Are you the only worker of coal ? — Another 
small company commenced workir^ about three or four 
months ago but they stopped about a fortnight ago. 
They were only in a vory small way ; they had no winding 
engines or anything of that sort. 

16195. Your coal is quite fit for this particular work ? 

It is quite fit if we had enough of it, but we have to import 
about sixty tons a week over and above what we get 
ourselves. 


16197. But the quality of it is good enough ? — It does 

loftTnoo. 

16198. Would it do for domestic use 1 — The round coal 

of it is splendid for domestic use ; it is a little slow in 
lighting but once it is lit it makes a splendid fire. 

16199. (Mr, Crotsleij.) Have you fireclay on the top of 
your coal ? — Yes. 

16200. That is the reason it pays you to work the coal ; 
you can work them both together ? — Yes, we do. 

18201. (J/r. Eillick.) Did you give us the total tonnage 
carried on the Coalisland canal for the year ? — 24,710 tons 
out and 15,229 tons in. 

16202. That is an increase since 1898 t — Yes, it has 
considerably increased. 

16203. (Sir John Doringlon.) You might get a eon- 
siderable export to Limerick if you got water communica- 
tion ? — Yes, we send goods at present to Limerick but we 
axe debarred from sending very much in consequence of 
the high railway rates. 

16204. What competes with you — English fireclay 
goods ? — English and Scotch. 

16205. Not Irish ! — No, I do not know of any in 
Ireland except my own. 

16206. If you got water communication to Limerick, 
you would supply Limerick and all that district ? — I 
would expect so. 

16207. Yon think your works would be sufficient — your 
coal and your clay together ? — I have any amount of 
clay. 

The irilaess withdrew. 


Mr. pATraoK McMENASinf, called ; and Examined. 


10224. If they were repaired, do you think there would Mr. P. 
be any difiSeulty about water ? — If the locks were right McMeucimin, 
the supply of water is fairly good. Tyrone. 

16225. By whom is it at present worked ? — By a Canal Cuunlfl. 

Company who hold on lease from 1891 for thirty-one years 

at £300 rent from the Duke of Abercom. * 10 Od. 1906. 

1622G. Have they their own boats and do they carry 
for the public 1 — They do, but the public have the right 
to enter the canal with boats themselves and tarry for 
anyone who employ them. 

16227. How much toll do they pay to the company ?— 

Sixpence toll. 

1622S. Are the company bound to keep' the canal in 
proper navigable condition ? — They are. 


16208. (Chairman.) Are you one of the representatives 
appointed by the County Council of Tyrone ? — Yes. 

16209. Are you an extensive merchant in the town 
, of Strabane ? — Fairly. 

16210. Will you describe this Strabane Canal How 
long is it ? — About four miles. 

ftabane 16211. Are there also about ten miles of river ?~Yes, 
Ciiul, from the foot of the canal to Londonderry. 

16212. "What sort of a district is it ? — There is a very 
fine district in and around Strabane. 

16213. Agricultural ?— Yes, almost altogether. 

16214. Is the town a good distributing centre ’—"Very 
fine ; I do not know anything better. 

16216. Wlien and by whom was the canal constructed ? 
—I undei'stand by the then Marquis of Abercom. 

16216. About what year ? — From about 1791 to 1793. 
That evidence was given before the Grand Committee of 
the House of Lords in connection with the confirmation 
of the Board of Trade toll. 

10217. Did the Marquis of Abercom obtain a grant 
from the Irish Parliament ? — Yes, it is on his ground 
that it is. 

10218. About how much ? — About 72 acres. 

^r«ntb for 16219. How' much money was granted for the eonstruo- 
''‘•liuetioii. tion of the canal 1 — That is not certain. The Irish Parlia- 
ment lent £3,700 odd ; it was stated that the cost of the 
canal was about £11,000 but it does not say whetlier that 
includes the £3,700 or not. 

16220. Are there two locks on the canal ? — Yes. 

16221. 'What size are they? — Over 100 feet long by 
over 23 feet wide. 

16222. The first lock was about 3 miles down from 
Strabane ? — Yes, and the other at the end of Lough Foyle. 

16223. 'What is the depth of the canal ? — When full it 
should be abont 6 feet but parts of it at present are not 
more than a couple of feet. I have not seen it ss low for 
a long time as it is at present, and the cause of that is the 
leaky locks. You could not expect to get as much out of 
the feeder as would keep it right. 

336—11. 


16229. How is it fed \rith water ?— -By a natural lake 
called Moorlough. 

16230. 'Whereabout is Moorlough 7 — Away to the east 
about seven miles or so from the canal ; it comes in about 
half a mile above the upper lock. 

16231. Is the canal kept in proper order i — No, H is in Condition 
very bad order. The canal has not been cleaned for a 
great number of years and the sides are growing very 
much with weeds. 

16232. Are the locks in bad order ! — The locks are in 
very bad order. 

16233. And the gates are leaky ? — Yes. 

16234. Does the river outside the canal require dredging 
very badly ? — It does ; about half a mile from the canal 
there are sand banks gathering and it has not been inter- 
fered with or dredged for many j-ears. Even in ordinary 
tides, small tides, the boats stick there. 

16235. Is that on the sand banks ? — Yea 

16236. Does that cause much inconvenience to traders 5 
— Great inconvenience. 

16237. Are there any receiving sheds at Londonderry Facilities, 
for goods ? — None, nor are there dischafghig sheds at 
Strabane, which is the greatest inconvenience of all, unless 
the canal locks bein^ in such bad order. 

T 
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Mr. P. 16238. What do the company do with the sixpence toll 
il/i-.l/r’/irtwin, and their profit on carrying, if there are all these defects ? 

— When it is wet weather they cannot take any goods 
Ci’l'iir.f/ out of the canal boat or they would get damaged 

10 (»« 16239. You say the company have a right to charge 

sixpence toll and they are also a carrying company ? — 

They are. 

16240. Do they not use what they receive to keep the 
canal in proper order ? — They should but it is evident 
they do not. 

16241. Do two miles of the east bank require strengthen- 
ing ? — Very much so ; one part of it burst some time ago 
and they had to pay a lot of damage where it flooded die 
lands. I see a good many parts of it require strengthening. 

Compliiijits. 16242. As regards the traffic from Londonderry shipped 
to Strabano, are there great complaints made on account 
of the delay in procuring boats ? — There are, and the 
cause of that is that there are no receiving sheds at Derry. 
If there are goods coming in other boats they have no place 
to put them and often there are no boats there. 

16243. Therefore the goods are sent by rail ? — Unless 
we let them be there they have to bo occasionally. This 
last week, owing to the fault of the water, four loaded 
boats lay for a full week between the two locks. 

16244. If you happen to get a boat, is it much cheaper 
to carry from Londondeny to Strabane by canal than by 
t»0way ? — There is about sixpence a ton difference, and 
we favour the canal more than the other if we can get it 
to carry at all reasonably, in a reasonable time. 

16245. Is this the only canal or waterway in your 
neighbourhood ? — The only one. 

16246. Do you think it would be greatly improved if 
your recommendations were carried out ?— There is no 
doubt it would. It is a very valuable piece of water for 
Strabane. Although there are two railways in the place, 
we would have to pay very much higher rates if it was not 
for the canal. 

16247. The population of Strabane is about 6000 ? 

.5,031 was the last return, I think. 

^6248. And there is this large country district round it 7 

16249. Does that include many small country towns ? 

■Some of them are a few miles from it. 

16250. Are the traders in all that district and in these 
towns incUned to make use of the canal ?— Some of them 
>jnly ; the Donegal Railway comes in on one side and it 
passes some little towns. 


16259. (Sir John Dorington.) Is there much traffic on 
the canal 7 — I cannot exactly give you the tonnage, but 
it would be about 20,000 tons yearly. 

16260. Is there a boat a day 7 — No, there is not. 

16261. A boat a week 7 — You might have two or three 
in one day and then none for a week. 

16262. Would there be two or three a week 7 Yes 

mostly. There were hardly any this last week at all, but 
that was the fault of the water. There should be a daily 
boat and a little steamer or something to pull it up the 
canal. It is pulled by a horse from the low locks to 
Strabane, four miles. No doubt if there was an extra 
lock next the river it would facilitate boats coming in 
very much quicker when they ore often stuck. 

16263. Notwithstanding the railways there is really a fair 
amount of traffic on the canal ?— A fair amount, and there 
would be more if it was handled properly. 

16264. Does the canal pay a dividend ? — Yes. 

16265. What dividend do they pay ?— I do not know 
about the dividends ; they must pay a dividend, but 1 do 
not know what they pay. 

16266. It is a public company 7— Yes, but wo do not 
often see any returns, so I do not know. 

16267. They never announce their profits 7 No. 

16208. (Mr. CroasUp.) How long is the canal to London- 
derry 7— About four miles of the river and ten miles from 
the mouth of the canal to Derry. 

16269. As to these 2s. and 4s. rates, where are they 
from ? — From Derry. 

16270. Rates of 2s. and 4s. do not strike me as being 
very cheap rates 7 — It is a very reasonable rate on heavy 
goods. 

16271. (Mr. Merber/aon.) What is the size of the barge ’ 
What does it carry 7— About fifty tons. 

16272. What is their width 7— The width of the boats 
I could not say, but they are not very wide, oarrring only 
from forty-five to fifty tons. 

16273. (Mr. Davison.) Who looks after the River Foyle 
up to the canal 7— No one at all I think. 

16274. Is there no authority 7— No, I think not; it is 
evident, as there is nothing done with it. 

16275. When does this canal lease expire 7— Thirty-one 
years from 1891. 


16251. There are two railways, one on each side 7— Yes. 

16252. Both connect you with Londonderry 7 Yes. 

16253. You would still say the waterway is of great 
_ service to you 7 — Yes, it is every advantage. 

Eflect of . 16254. Because it is a competitor with these two 
.LVjinpetitioii railway companies 7— Yes, I believe we might put carts 
on the road, if it was not for the canal. We are not 
against either of them in a sense, but of course the canal 
rates ate reasonable enough. Thev are 2s. including the 
•id. toll for breadstuffs, feeding'-stuffs and manures 
Other things are 4s. 6d. That does not include either 
porterage at Derry or cartage at Strabane. 


16276. How are the boats brought up from London- 
derry to the mouth of the Foyle 7— There is a tug steamer. 

16277. And up the canal 7— By horse. 

16278. (Mr. Griffith.) Perhaps you can explain this 
return that was made in 1898, because according to it 
the biggest boat the canal can take is given as 70 feet 
by 16 7—1 could not tell anything about that. 

16279. Although the looks are so much bigger 7—1 
could not explain it. The locks are nearly 24 feet wide. 

16280. (Mr. Waldrim.) Does this Company pay divi- 
dends 7—1 do nob know at all. 


16235. On the whole you get your goods carried at a 
very low rate 7 — At a reasonable enough rate. 

16256. Thanks to the existence of this waterway »— 
Exactly. No doubt the charge on tea, bacon and other 
•.groceries should be a littb less than 4s. 6d. 

16257. Your object in coming here is to urge that these 

improvements should be carried out ? That is so • thev 

are very much needed. ’ ^ 

16258. Is that the view of your county council ’ 

Certainly. 


16^1. (Sir Francia Ho-pmod.) Are the banks of the 
canal m good order ?-No. they are not; about two 
miles of the east bank require strengthening. It burst 
some tune ago. “ 


16282. You would have to add considerably to the 
estimate for repairs if you employed the steam tug you 
spoke of 7— You would, but it would pay the difference 
1 am certain if it was well managed. There would be 
no mconvenience about it. 


Tht Witness wUhdrew. 
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Mr. James Tonek, chairman, and Mr. T. B. Feely, clerk, of the Strabane Urban District Council, called; 
and EsaminecL 


16283. (Chairman, fo Mr. roller.) Do you confirm 
what the last witness said about the town of Strabane ? 
—Yes. 

16284. And the fine agricultural country around it ! — 

I think there is no better in Ireland. 

16285. And about these two railways and the water- 
way that serve it ? — Yes, but I would hke to impress 
upon you that a second railway was constructed princi- 
pally at the expense of Strabane and Derry merchants 
for the purpose of getting up a competition against the 
Great Northern Railway, which had an entire monopoly 
with the exception of die canal, and it was thought by 
the traders of both Strabane and Derry that if they 
assisted the then Donegal Railway Company to con- 
struct a line on the other side of the Foyle to Derry they 
would have a healthy competition. It was then owned 
by the Donegal Railway, but it was not open for more 
than two or three years until there appeared to be some 
mutual arrangement between the two railway com- 
panies, with the result that competition was an absolute 
farce. 

16286. The only competing means of transit diat you 
have is the canal ? — Quite so, and but for it Strabane 
merchants would not be able to live at all, Strabane is so 
near the city of Derry. Itis to the canal that the traders 
of Strabane may look for a continued existence, as it is 
to the canal they have done in the past. 

10287. The Strabane Canal Company was floated 
with a lease for thirty-one years about 1890 7— I under- 
stand so. That lease was from the Duke of Abercorn. 

16288. Who was the managing director and secretary ? 
—The managing director at that time was Mr. James 
McFarlane, the late agent of the Duke of Abercorn ; he 

16289. Did he have practically complete control of 
the system ? — Practically, 

16290. Having bought up nearly all the old shares 7 — 
Yes, his interest, I understand, has been passed to Mr. 
John McFarlane of Derry for the residue of the lease. 

16291. What was the rental fixed with the Duke of 
Abercorn for the lease by the present company 7-— 
£300 a year. 

16292. Was there an inquiry by a Committee of the 
Houses of Lords and Commons in 1896 ? — There %vas 
and the present clerk was a witne^ before that committee. 

16293. Did the Duke of Abercorn and the Canal Com- 
pany appeal against the Provisional Order ? — Yes, and 
the Strabane traders appeared in support of it. 

16294. Was that a Provisional Order under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, as to the rates and 
charges ? — Yes, but also up to that time the Duke of 
Abercorn treated the canal as, and the people did not 
take any means of disputing that the canal was, his 
private property. That committee declared it to be a 
public canal subject to a toll of 6d. 

16295. {Mr. Waldron.) A toll of 6d. per boat or 6d. 
per ton ? — 6d. per ton. 

16296. (Chairman.) Is the Duke of Abercorn under 
the condition to keep the canal in proper navigable con- 
dition subject to receiving this toll ? — Yes. Of course 
I underst^d that liability is incurred by the present 
lessees ; they ai-e under that liabdity to the Duke of 
Abercorn, but it is a liability they do not carry out because 
the state of the canal is simply disgraceful. 

16297. Do you confirm what the last witness said as 
to the state of the canal ? — Absolutely. 

16298. In several places is the depth at present not 
more than 4 to 5 feet ? — From 4 to 5 feet. 

16299. Whereas it ought to be ? — From 6 to 7 feet. 

16300. Where is this shallowness worst ?— It is of no 
greater depth than from 4 to S feet scarcely at any portion 
of the canal. 

16301. But you say in your proof, or Mr. Feely, that 
it is particularly bad where the feeder enters the canal ?— 
It is particularly bad there. 

336— H. 


18302. And also at the bridges and in the Lower 
Canal: isthatso? — Yes, thatis so. 

16303. Is there in the Lower Canal a wreck— a derelict 
lighter or vessel? — There is; it has been lying there 
for yearn, and that makes it more dangerous. L'^D Council 

16304. And has a considerable silt collected there ? — 

There is a considerable eilt, and there is no provision 10 Oct. 1906. 

made for lighting at night ; only last jmar one of the 

boatmen was drowned. 

16305. Is the waterway much overgrown with weeds ? — Weeds. 

Very much indeed. 

16308. How mueh of the surface is free and open to 
traffic ? — At the moat there is not more than one-half. 

16307. Have the banks on both sides not been attended 
to ?— In some places they are very much in need of 
strengthening. 

1630S. Have there been two or three occasions when 
bursts have taken place ? — Yea. 

16309. And much damage done to the crops ? — Yes. 

16310. How many lighters are there at present in 
use ? — I think between nine and ten. The way it is 
brought to my knowledge particularly is this : I am a 
solicitor myself, and therefore I have no knowledge 
of the trading, but being chairman of the Urban Council, 

I am very much interested in the only municipal trading 
concern we liave, the gasworks, and in that connection 
we use the canal to bring coals up. About a month 
ago we oi'dered a cargo of coal from Glasgow, and we 
had to tell the canal company in advance that we were 
doing so, but after the cargo had been loaded at Glasgow, 
we received a notification from the canal company that 
they would be unable to supply boats, as a consequence 
of which we had to ndre the coal people in Glasgoiv 
not to send on that cargo for a couple of weeks. By 
reason of having to send the cargo on to some other port 
and put it into a larger vessel, I presume, they charged 
us some £10 or £11 of difference. Again we were getting 
a cargo last week, and the oargo was put into the boats 
at Derry, and four of the boats have been Ijung for ten 
days at the lower lock unable to get np. 

16311. Are the locks in a very bad and leaky condition ? Locks. 

— They could not be much worse to have the name of 
locks at all. 

16312. Is there much loss of water owing to that 
defect ? — I think the principal cause of the lowness of 
the canal must be entirely due to that, for this reason, 
that the garden of the house where I live looks out on 
the canal and naturally I see it every day, and the canal 
was up as high as it ever was about four or five weeks 

ago, since which time it has almost entirely gone 

at least it has gone do^m fully a half, although there has 
been a considerable quantity of rainfall. 

16313. Owing to the silting at the entrance to the 
canal, and the want of depth of water have the lighters 
to travel not fully loaded ? — It has actually occurred 
that they have had to send down empty boats and put 
into them half of the cargoes that have been brought up 
from Derry. These barges I should have explained 
are towed up from Derry by a small steamer to the 
month of the canal. 

18314. Do they often get stuck on sandbanks ? — Yes- 

16315. Being detained for several days, and eome- 
times even a week ? — That is so. 

16316. Until the tide comes and lifts them ? Yes. 

16317. How far up does the tide come ? — It comes 
about a couple of miles up ; the river runs parallel but 
at a considerable distance from the canal, and the tide 
comes np the length of Lifford. 

10318. When yon complain of the state of the tidal Complaints, 
water is that a complaint against the canal company ? 

Have they any control over the River Foyle below tlie 
Lough ? — They have not, but I understand the Derry 
Harbour Commissioners under either one or two Acts of 
Parliament are under the liability to dredge the river up 
to Lifford, which would, of course, include that portion. 

T2 
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16319. Some of your complajnts are against them 
Chpirman ■. and not against the canal company ? — A very small 
Feehi against the Harbour Commissioners. If the 

Harbour Commissioners carried out their liability in 
Sii-aba’nr. respect and the canal hanks were strengthened 

U.B, Council. 'll® canal dredged, we are of opinion tha.t sea-going 

vessels of from 200 to 250 tons could come direct up 

10 OejI. 1900. to Strabune. 

16320. Do they control right up to the point where 
the Strabane Canal begins ? — \’es, and past it, up to 
Lifford, which is practically Strabane. 

16321. The Londonderry Harbour Commissioners have 
some control up as far as Lifford, have they ? — Yes, 
Lifford, although in the County Donegal is only separated 
from the town of Strabane by a bridge, 

16322. How many miles aie there between Lifford and 
Londonderry ? — The same as Str,ibane practically, 14 
miles. 

16323. (Sir John Dorington.) How many miles from 
Strabane to the bottom lock ? — The length of tie canal 
about four miles. 

16324. (Chairman.) Is there any receiving shed or 
weighing machine at either Londonderry or Strabane ? — 
No, there is none at either side. 

16325. Are there any stores ? — There is a store the 
property of the canal company at Strabane, but that is 
used for their own purposes ; it is not there for the public 
use, It is a locked store and there is no open shed of any 
kind. 

16326. Are there any through rates ?— Not that I am 
aware of ; in fact I think there ore none. 

16327. What through rates could there be — through 
rates by shipping, do you mean ? — There could be through 
rates by shipping and it would be very useful for sending 
exports such as potatoes and fruit. 

16328. What are the improvements you would urge 
Improve- on behalf of your 'Urban District Council ’ — That the 
canal should be thoroughly divdged, that the banks should 
suggested. be strengthened and that sheds and gates should be put 
up. 

16329. Do you think that would result in a reduction 
of the present rates to Strabane ? Would it increase 
traf6c and greatly benefit the toum ? — It would increase 
traffic undoubtedly ; I do not know about the reduction 
of the rates but it would give a very good service, which 
we have not. We would certainlv like reduced rates 
ljut I would not like to say that by the doing of those 
things there would be any substantial reduction of the 
rates in the immediate future. 

16330. Are the canal rates slightly lower than thAs » 
charged by the railway companies ? — Slightly, I think 
Od. a ton, but Jlr. ilcMenamin knows more about it than I 
do. 


Control of 
Waietwi ys. 


16331. Would the merchants generally prefer to carry 
by the canal ? — I believe they would. 

10332. Is its termination in a more central position 
than either of the railway stations ? — Yes, it is almost 
in the centre of the town while the railway stations are at 
the end of the town. 

10333. Is the canal basin in touch with the railway 
.stations ? — The canal basin is quite convenient to the 
railway road. 

16334. And to the stores of the railway station ?— Yes 
•and the stores of the traders also. 

10335. Do you think a great deal of traffic comes at 
higher rates by railway which would come by canal if the 
canal were kept in proper order ?— Yes, so that we could 
get a good service. 

16336. What do you say on the subject of the control of 
waterways ? — If the State would give a grant in aid I 
would like to see local control or .State control ; either 
would Lave a good result : any control except the present 
system could not but be better. 

16337. Was a bridge at a low level built over the canal 
by the Donegal Railway Company ?— Unfortunately it 
was between a quarter and half a mile down. By some 
mistake the urban distri;-t council did not see the point 
and did not appear in opposition to it when the Bill was 
before the House. 


16338. From where did you calculate the distance of 
half-a-mile ?— The bridge is situated about half-a-mile 
from the canal basin oF Strabane. It was the general 
impression locally that the Duke of Abercorn, the lessor 
and the Strabane C anal Company, his lessees, each received 
£1,000 for their consent to the bridge being so placed, but 
of course, I have no proof of that. 

16339. Was any sum of money they received used for 
the benefit of the canal ? — Its state, if anything, is worse 
since that time than before. 

16840. That is not an answer to the question ; was any 
money received in consideration of this bridge used for the 
benefit of the canal ? — It could not have been or it would 
show it physically ; there has been nothing done. 

16341. What is the headway of that bridge over the 
canal ? — (Mr.Ftebj.) About 14 or 15 feet from the level of 

the waterway, and it is a very contracted bridge too ; they 
have contracted the body of the canal at that partiouiar 
place. The average breadth of the canal all over will be 70 
or 80 feet, and at that particular place it is contracted to 
18 or 20 feet. 

10342. What is the objection to the 14 or 16 feet head- 
way ? — That the masts of vessels or the fuanols of steamers 
could not pass through. 

16343. Are some of these 260-ton boats you would like 
to see coming up to Strabane masted ? — Sailing vessels 
with coal often cross from Glasgow to Derry with sails and 
they have very high masts, very much higher than would 
pass under that bridge. 

1C344. Did the merchants of Strabane appeal to the 
Board of Trade some years ago regarding excessive rates 
charged by the raiUvay company ? — (Jfr. Totter.) They 
did. 

16346. With what result ? — With the result that the 
Great Northern Railway Company made a rebate of 
between £300 and £400 to them. 

16346. And reduced the rates complained of ? — Y’es. 

10347. Did the Donegal Railway Company make 
similar refunds ?— I am not aware of that. (J/r. Feelv.) 
That is so. 

16348. A reduction of rates ? — Yes, and further, on that 
point they were only able to recover for the statutable 
period, six years ; the railway company has beep in 
existence since 1846, and there is no doubt in the world 
it was pure open-handed robbery by the railway com- 
panies. 

16349. I am afraid we cannot try that question over 
again ? — Undoubtedly they taxed the town over it. 

16350. (Sir Francis Hoptcood, to Mr. Toner.) You ,, 
spoke of a Provisional Order being passed in the House of 
Loi-da : was that a Provisional Order providing for a new ^ 
scale of rates and ohoi'ges ? — Yes, and decloi'ing the canal 
to be a public canal subject to a 6d. toll. (Mr. Feely.) If 
you flull pardon me, what you want to know is this. The 
jjosition was that under the Railway and Canal Traffic 
-Act it was necessary for every public company to lodge 
li.sts of their rates and charges, and it was the business of 
the Board of Trade to see that they were lodged. This 
company contended that it ^vas a private company and 
did not come within the four comers of the Act, and they 
refused to lodge them, and the Board of Trade resented 
that, as they were statutorily bound to do. The Duke 
of Abercorn, as owner of the oaual, lodgod a petition 
{gainst it in the House of Lords, and the traders of 
Strabane and the Town Commissioners went to the 
assistance of the Board of Trade, with the result that 
when it was heard the Board of Trade fixed a total 
of 6d. a ton. At that time the company desired to have 
a toll of 2s. per ton on all stuff carried on the canal, but we 
got the rate fixed at 6d. 

16351. You have told us what I wanted to know ; in 
fact a claim was put up that the canal was the private 
property of the Duke of Abercorn, or his lessee ? — Yes. 

16352. And the House of Lords’ Committee decided the 
canal was a public canal ? — Yes. 

16353. And so liable to the public law relating to 
canals ? — Yes. 

16354. Prior to that decision had the Commissioners of 
the Harbour of Londonderry exercised functions and 
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duties up as high as Strabane ? — From my own knowledge 
I cannot speak of before the formation of the railway in 
1846, but even within my own recollection of forty years 
I remember boats passing up to Lifford, and, undoutiteJly, 
they must hove had water to pass up, and there was an 
occasional dredging, but not so far up as Lifford, by the 
’ Harbour Commissioners. 

16355. TlTiat I want to get is this : did the Duke of 
Abercom. or his lessee, on the. one hand, or the Com- 
missioners of the Harbour of Derry on the other, make 
themselves responsible for the maintenance of the canal 
prior to the making of the Provisional Order ? — Yes, they 
were bound to ; the Duke of Abercom was bound to 
maintain the canal, and undoubtedly the Harbour Board 
under their powers have the liability of keeping the River 
Foyle properly dredged. 

16356. The Duke of Abercom, or his lessee, was in fact 
under the obligation to keep the canal in repair ? — Yes. 

16357. Not the Commissioners of the Harbour ? — No, 
the Commissioners of tlie Harbour Board only have to 
deal with the dredging of the River Foyle where it connects 
with the canal. Then the Duke of Abercom was bound to 
maintain the canal in navigable condition on considera- 
tion of receiving 6d. a ton toll. My father was a clerk 
with the canal company, and I have a kind of recollection 
of the quantities of traffic over the canal, and they were 
fairly large, in fact I would say larger twenty-five years 
ago than at present, there being up to 20,000 tons carried 
over it, mid the Duke of Abercom’s receipt from that 
was £700 a year, and presently the new company is 
giving a rent of £300, but the Duke has passed over the 
liability of keeping the canal in repair to the company, 
and neither has done anything. 

16358. The net result is that there was no doubt about 
the liability of the Canal Company to maintain the 
canal ? — None whatever. 

16359. {Mr. Killick.) Do I understand that the Duke 
of Abercom is owner of the canal ? — -He contended he 
was the owner, but seeing there was a grant made in aid 
of it it was held by the Loids and Commons Committees 
that it was a public canal (the Duke of Richmond was 
chairman of 1he Lords Committee, I think) and the 
Minutes of the Evidence are published. 

16300. You made no complaint to the Duke of Aber- 
com to the effect tliat the canal was out of repair ? — 
Very frequently. 

16361. To the Duke’s agents Yes, and to the Board 
of Trade also. 

16362. (J/r. IfaWi'ore.) Is the existing Strabane Canal 
Company paying a dividend ? — 1 asked particulars from 
the Board of Trade ns to the Returns which I thought 
they were bound to make as a public company. 

Na }!,inri\. 16363. Only every ten years ?— The last Return they 

made showed a profit of only £268. 

16364. As regards these necessary works you con- 
sider ought to be done in the improvement of the banks, 
locks and gates, have you formed any opinion, or do you 
give any evidence, as to the cost of these works ? — 
I would estimate that if the canal was put in the condition 
I would like to see it in, £2,000 or £3,000 might be spent 
on it, and I have a feeling that seeing they got the receipt 
out of the canal tor over 100 years it would be their 
duty to spend the money themselves. 

16365. Who are they ? — The Duke of Abercom and 
the present company, who got not only the profit from 
the tolls up to a certain point but the carrying profits ; 
and the rates are excessive for the fourteen miles of 
waterway. 

16366. (Mr. Griffith.) Can you explain to us the reason 
of the limit of the size of boats as given in the company’s 
Return for 1898 to 70 feet in length and 16 feet 6 beam 
and 5 feet in depth when die locks are so much longw ? 
— There is no reason further than that the boats which 
tile company use were the old boats that were in occu- 
pation and owned by merchants prior to the formation 
of any company. These boats were taken over in the 
year 1860, and presently most of the boats which are in 
use are these old boaL«. 

16367. But there is nothing to prevent larger vessels 
coming up if the navigation was improved ? — Nothing, 


BO long as the draught did not exceed the depth to get .Vr. J. Toner 
os*er the sill of the locks. VliairMuii ; 

1636S. Are there two swivel bridges across the nsviga- 
t'on ? — There is one swivel bridge. Clerl: 

16369. There are two returned in this Return ?— There ^^iruhaue 
is a swivel bridge and a low level bridge which is not a ^ 

''"'■so. JO Oa7l0OS. 

10370. The Deny Harbour Board exercise their juris- 

diction up to Lifford ?— Yes. 

16371. On the whole do they maintain their channel 
reasonably welt with the exception of the shoals that 
have been spoken of to-day t — There would be decent 
water over a good part of the way but they have never 
put the dredger over the river. The water I thinlt L 
sufficiently deep for the passage of those boats. 

16372. Do they receive any tolls for the navigation of 
the river ’—Not directly, but there was a period in the 
early time, and perhaps it is so yet, when harbour rates 

16373. But at present they do not receive anything 
from the boats coming up ? — Nothing except the har- 
bour dues at Derry ; they charge dues on all stuff coming 
into Derry winch is transferreO. to us at Strabane, and in 
thit way we have to pay harbour dues. 

16374. Would you approve of the canal being trans- 
ferred to the Harbour Board as part of the navigation ? 

—I would not. 

16375. (J/r. Baviaon, t) 2Ir. Toner.) You told us 
that the Strabane people had promoted the Light Railway 
wliich is on the east of the River Foyle : did they sub- 
scribe to it ? — They did. 

16376. How then did they afterwards lose control over 
it ? — The Donegal Railway has now been purchased by 
the Midland Company of England and the Great 
Northern of Ireland in equal shares, I think. 

18377. That is a very recent performance, is it not ! 

Yes, last year. 

16378. Did you oppose that ? — It was opposed by a 
great many of the local boards but not by the Strabane 
Urban CounciL 

16379. Why ? — They did not think they were affected 
directly by it, inasmuch as the harm had been already 
done, whether it was bought by the Great Northern of 
Ireland and Midland of England or remained as it was. 

163S0. How was the harm done if, as you say, the people 
of Strabane had a controlling influence over it ? — I 
referred only of course to the construction of that port 
tion from Strabane to Derry. 

16381. That is the part I am speaking of? — But it 
forms part of the old Donegal railway through the County 
Donegal from Strabane up to Killybegs. 

16382. .4,8 a matter of fact have the rates been raised on 
that railway since its construction ? — Yes. r.Uus. 

16383. Between Strabane and Londondeny ? — They 
were for about a couple of years after it was constructed 
the same as on the Great Northern ; they have been 
arranged apparently by the two railway companies, with 
the result that there is the same rate on the Donegal rail- 
way as on the Great Northern from Strabane to Derry. 

16384. ^Yhat was the rate when they opened the line ? 

Perhaps Jlr. Feely could answer that quescion. 

16385. {To 2Xr. Feely.) Can you tell me whether the rates 
were lower when they opened their line than they are now ? 

— A good deal would depend on the ijuantity of matter 
vou were carrying over and the person you were ; there is 
is no doubt that, while there was no such thing as a public 
rate less than the Great Northern, there was such athing 
as letting you have something at Christmas, or, perhaps, 
earlier than Christmas. There is no doubt in the world 
that certain sums have been handed to people as a douceur, 
or an allowance on an excessive rate. 

16386. {Mr. Vivian.) Did I understand rightly that if 
the waterway was cleared as you wish it to be cleared it 
would be possible to bring larger boats and to do a traffic 
with, say, Belfast and the other ports round Ireland r%ht 
up to Strabane ? — Yes, it would be possible. As an 
instance, on one occasion we chartered a boat to bring 
fireclay goods from Scotland. The boat was loaded with 
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Mr. J. Toner, sixty-three tons of general goods and some coal. It was a 
schooner capable of passing the lockgates but 
"p -C' when she came there we were prevented getting in. The 

CVer5:’ freight we had arranged waa 4s. 3d., the ordinary rate to 

Stncbane 1**^7 being 4s., and we had to pay the canal company at 
U.D. Coinicil. that time, 5s. lOd. a ton. 

^~,nnn 16387. {Mr. Berbertoon.) la the canal paraUel to the 
lU (AfMOOO. river ?—PraoticaUy parallel. 

16388. There is a river on the western side as far os 
Lifford I — Yes. 

16389. Then do boa'te come up the river to Lifford ? — 
Not latterly, but I remember them doing so. 

16390. Tliey can come up ? — Yes, and past LiSord up 
to Cftstlefinn. A steamer ran to Castlefinn for a long 
number of years, four or five miles. 

16391. Do the Strabane merchants use the river to 
Lifford ? — It was at that time used by the Strabane 
merchants for the delivery of coal, but that is closed, and it 
is not used in the sense it was in those days. 

16392. (Jfr. Crossletj.) Have you no power at all to 
compel the company to keep the thing right ? — We have 
used el! the power the law has put in our bands. We 
have made an appeal to the Board of Trade and we had 
General Hutchinson over it. 


16393. (Chairnum.) Have you a report from General 
Hutchinson ?— I have not seen it but I believe there ja a 
report. ^ 

16394. Has your urban council not got it ?— No, 1 have 
never seen it. ’ 

16395. {Mr. Croaale;/.) Have you never tried aoythins 
so wicked as a boycott in Strabane ?— No. because h 
would hurt ourselves because we would have to pay more 
to the railway company. You cannot boycott when it is 
a disadvantage to you. 

16396. {Sir John Dorington.) How do masted vessels 
pass Londonderry Bridge ?— The toun commissionera 
fought the harbour conimi.ssionera with the result that a 
draw arch was made on the new Derry bridge. 

16397. So that there is a drawbridge now Yes. and it 
was placed there for the convenience of Strabane tratRc 
The benefit of that is practically cut off by the low railway 
bridge in connection witli which the Duke of Aberoorn 
and the canal company, it is said, got a very largo amount 
of money and they should have applied that to the benefit 


The Witnesses withdrew. 


19 Oct. 1S03. 

Keport of 
Joint 

Committee. 


The Enrl of ^6593. {Chairman.) Our Eecrefaiy will read the Report 
Erne, K.P.. of the Joint Committee of Fermanagh County and 
Cktdrniaii, Enniskillen Urban District Councils to this Commission, 
and then I will ask Lord Erne to give evidence upon it. 
Councii. Report was read by (he Secretary as jollowa ; — 

Report op the Joint Committee of Fermanagh 
County and Esniseiixen Urban District 
Councils to the Royal Coumissjon on 
AND Waterways. 

“In pursuance of a communication received from the 
Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways, the County 
Council of Fermanagh, at a recent meeting, appointed a 
special committee to consider the whole matter, and reply 
to the queries thereon submitted to them. 

“ The Urban Council of Enniskillen adopted a like 
courae, and the joint committees met on Friday, 6th inat., 
in the Conrthouse, Enniskillen, under the presidency of 
the Right Hon. The Earl of Erne, K.P. 

“ The committee were absolutely unanimous in believing 
that the ^h canal system is in a deplorably defective 
state, and that in the interest of the country a radical 
improvement is imperatively required. 

■e X iiave viewed with deepest interest 

Jt not -snth envy, the immense sums of money being 
upended in Germany, in Prance, and elsewhere on the 
Contment, in enlarging the scope and developing the 
character of the waterways of the different nationalities, 
in agncnltural lands an internal network of canals is 
simply invaluable, yet here in Ireland, where cheap and 
easy coi^unication for agrarian and general produce 
would admittedly benefit in exceptional meas^ the 
de«^*t island, we have been left practically 

Judging by the history of the various routes opened 
up, ta^g into account the utter stagnation and uMless- 
neM of some, and the little activity noticeable in the best 
of them we are steongly of opinion that the time has now 
come when all the canals -should be taken up by the 
Government and managed by a Department. Private 
ent^nse has qnite failed in the past to develop or 
“y adequate working order. 

The Ballinamore Canal, which runs into Upper Lough 
Lme, connecting ^at great sheet of navigable water with 
the SihaMon, has been for a considerable time abandoned. 
iNo effort has been made for years to utilise it Choked 
up in parte with weeds, and actually dry in other parte, 

» sfrildxig evidence 

?! ^ ^ T^frty-eight miles in 

len^ It cost almost £229,000. Under Government 
control It could, by a further judicious, renovating and 
completmg expenditure, be made a serviceable and 
popular connecting link with the South of Ireland. 


The Right Honourable the Earl of Erne, E.P., called, and R ynm inBd, 


The Ulster Canal, which is a continuation of the 
Lagan Canal (starting at the prosperous city of Belfast) 
and ends likewise in Upper Lough Erne, is not in so 
rumous condiUon, but if not presenting the same aspect 
of desolation, it is far from encouraging os an enterprise 
An initial outlay of £200,000 has been followed W 
expenditure amounting to almost £25.000 additional 
but faulty engineering, and the reluctance of private 
enterprise to spend money on a sufiieiently large scale, 
have altogether dwarfed its operations and left it now 
comparatively useless. 

“ Staged by a private company it has been vested 
vanously, m the Board of Works and the Boai'd of Works 
Loan Commissioners, and is now in the hands of another 
private patty (The Lagan Navigation Company). 

Its career justifies and strengthens us in the opinion 
that nothmg short of Government control and the com- 
plete overhauling of the whole system will prove effective 
in tmmmg our canals into open, easily-used highways, 
affording means of cheap and frequent conveyance of 
goods to towns and markets, thereby contributing, in a 
practical way, to the advantage of the people and the 
prospenty of the countiy. 

“ We are informed that the canal is in partial workiug 
order as far as the town of aones, distant about five 
^es from where it joins Lough Erne at Wattle Bridge, 
it It were put m proper order for this short remaining 
distance, which we beliewe could be done at a very small 
expenditure, there would then be a navigable system 
right across the North of Ireland, from Belfast and Newry 
on the one side, to Enniskillen and Belleek on the other. 

“Under riiese circumstances, and with these facts 
within our knowledge, we would reply to your questions ; 

“ (1) That the present condition and financial 
pomtion of the waterways are altogether defective, 
and. without Government interposition, hopeless. 

(2) The causes operating to prevent improve- 
ment by private enterprise are the want of money 
to spend on a sufficiently large scale; the com- 
petition of railways and tlie natm-al risk of invest- 
ment. These, ordinarily speaking, are not, so'fai- 
as we can see, removable by legislation unlras it 
assume a form which we have no present reason to- 
anticipate. 

(3) The facilities, improvements and exten- 
Mons desirable etc., can be at once provided by the 
Gove^ent taking complete charge of the canals, 
thereby ensuring an adequate development in their 
canymg capacity and a proteotion against selfish 
raUway aggression. 

(4) prospect of a corresponding benefit to the 
trade of the country cannot really be gain sayed. 
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Such a revolution as ■n-e contemplate would 
give a powerful impetus to the trade of all the 
smaller inland towns connected with the waterways 
besides giving renewed vigour and activity to the 
many hamlets and populous districts through which 
they pass. 

“ (5) We cannot think any system of private, 
public body or Trustee control would be effective 
in transforming our canals into a solid and pro- 
fitable material asset or of maintainii^ them satis- 
factorily. The only funds conceivably sufficient for 
a great national scheme of improvement would bo 
in our opinion Government funds, pure and simple. 
“ In case the Boyal Commission desire further evi- 
dence on the subject from Fermanagh, the Earl of Erne 
has kindly consented to attend at any time the Com- 
mission may appoint. 

(Si£/Jwd) Erse {Cltairman County Council.) 

JiiiES Dcndas {Chairman Urban Council). 
“ Enniskillen, July, 1906.” 

I 16399. (C^ofrman to the Witness.) Is there any- 

Fiiliray thuig you would like to add to the Report which we have 

jyg just heard read ! — Perhaps you will allow me to make 

a few remarks and then I shall be very glad to 
answer any questions on the subject. I may first state 
that, as you know, I represent the Fermanagh County 
Council, of which I am chairman. Fermanagh is very 
.nnch interested in this question as Lough Erne bisects 
the county from one end to the other, i also represent 
cbe Enniskillen Urban Council who have requested me 
to give evidence on their behalf. On the C.‘'unty Council 
I sit for the Enniskillen Division and I used to s't 
in Parliament for the Borough many years ago, so I know 
the Enniskillen people very well. I hear but one thing 
from them and that is that the railway’s tolls are so 
oppressive and exorbitant that it is impossible to pro- 
perly develop the resources of the town as they stand. 
There is a very large industry shortly to be started, a 
Belfast firm have put down a large sum of money and 
the local people have subscribed very largely, and we hope 
it wUl soon be put in working order. I also wish to say 
that I am in perhaps rather a different position from 
those you have already had before you because, as far 
as I have been able to ju^'o by reading your proceedings 
in the paper, most of them represent what possibly I 
should call going concerns, that is to say concerns which 
in some cases I believe pay a dividend and in others are 
run at a loss. I represent an interest or Navigation 
which no doubt is practically non-existent and has been 
non-existent since the opening up of the railway system 
in the early fifties. When I say non-existent I am aware 
that there have been from time to time spasmodic efforts, 
if I may so call them, to galvanize it into existence. 
When the Lagan Canal took the Ulster Canal over from 
the Board of Works, I think in the year 1888, a steamer 
was put on which ran for a short time but was with- 
drawn and after that the late Mr. Porter of Belleisle, a 
gentleman who took a great deal of interest in this ques- 
tion, ran two steamers of his own ; one used to trade 
from a place about twelve or fourteen miles from Ennis- 
killen on market days to the town of Enoiskillen, and 
ihe other used in the summer to run excursions. After 
his death one of these steamers was bought by a syndi- 
cate formed mostly of Enniskillen merchants, and it 
still contbues to run, but that is almost exclusively 
tourist traffic ; I do not think they take any goods or 
merchandise of any kmd. The other steamer is broken 
lip ; she is no longer rurmmg. This being so I have no 
means of laying anythbg before you which would enable 
you to form an estimate as to the probable amount of 
the traffic which would he carried if this navigation 
between (I will confine myself to the Ulster Canal and 
Lough Erne) Lough Neagh and Belleek, which is at the 
further end of Lough Erne, wei-e put m order. 

16400. Practically between Clones and Belleek, is it 
not ? — At Belleek the lake ceases and there is about three 
miles of a rapid river bto the sea at Ballyshannon. 

16401. What is at the other end? — Lough Neagh 
where the Ulster Canal begins. 

16402. But practically you are really speakbg as far as 
Clones, are you not ? — It is open as f ir as Clones I believe ; 
it is closed from Clones to Lough Erne. 


16403. From Clones aU the way to Belleek you are 2'he HL ffon. y 
speaking of ? — Yes, or rather from Wattle Bridge where 2 he of 
it joins the lake. There is forty-seven miles of Lough 

16404. Between Clones and Wattle Bri<4;e there is no County 
navigation ? — That is true. 1 believe from all I have Councu. 
been able to gather from conversations with farmers, 
merchants and shopkeepers and all kmds of people that ' 

there would be a very considerable traffic if this canal was 
put in proper order. It runs through a country which is 
fairly fertile and it is mhabited by a very mdustrious 
population, and I believe all kinds of things that are now ' 

carried at very great expense by the railway could be 
carried at much cheaper rates if there was a system of 
barges r unn ing on the canal and on the lake. I believe 
that there would be a great trade b coal for one thing ; 
the bogs in that country are getting rapidly exhausted 
and the farmers and people along the lake are begbobg 
more and more to burn coal. There would be a trade 
in timber, agricultural implements, bricks, slates, farm 
produce, manures and feeding stuffs. There has been a 
great increase the last few years in the demand for manures 
and feedbg stuffs. As to Indian meal 1 am told the 
farmers now are using a great quantity of this and there 
are as well perishable articles like crockery and thbgs of 
that kbd. If that is so it appears to me and a great many 
others that if the Government are going to take over the 
Irish Canals it would be a great pity to leave out a system 
which extends right across Ulster and which could be put in 
working order for a comparatively trifling sum. The great 
block, asyourLordship has just remarked, is betweenClones 
and a place calledWattlc Bridge where the canal jobsLough 
Erne. The distance is somethmg short of six miles and 
for that distance the canal is quite dry. I believe the 
chief reason is on account of the leakage m the banka and 
also I am told there is a defective reservoir, but of course 
you will get all that much better from the Engineers of 
the canal than you can from me. If these six miles were 
put to lights, as could be done I am led to believe at a 
comparatively triflbg expenditure, yon would then have 
through communication right across the North of Ireland 
from Belfast and Derry to Belleek which is on the West 
Coast. Then I come to the lake. 1 do not exactly know 
what the draught of water would be of the boats gobg 
through the canal, but speaking from my own personal 
knowledge I very often go up and down in my steam 
launch drawing 3 feet 6 b. of water, and at all times of the 
year boats of that draught of water could go up and down. 

There is no obstacle w’hatever except at one or two places 
where there is soft mud which could very easily be 
dredged. I ought to say the drainage question is involved 
in this because very largo drabage works have teen 
carried out on Lough Erne some fifteen or twenty years 
ago and the Drabage Board are rather inclined to let off 
the water too low. They have complete control of it by 
means of fiood gates at Belleek where the lake runs bto the 
river, which takes it to the sea. Last year they ran it off 
so that the access to the piers along the lake was almost 
destroyed ; the shore extended right beyond the end of 
the pier, and at the town of Enniskillen, which stands on an 
island and is surrounded by the lake, one arm of the lake was 
for a period of six weeks completely dry and the whole 
sewage of the town and filth of every sort was discharge;! 
on to this place and there was an awful state of thbgs 
I wonder they did not have a pestilence. They ap- 
plied to the Board of Works to ask them to compel the 
Drainage Board to keep the water at a proper height, and 
the Board of IVorks I am informed said they had not the 
power to do it but told them if they had any complaint 
ngabst the Drabage Board they mustget am\ndamus. I 
therefore thbk that in any legislation which may be i 

initiated on tnis subject it would be necessary for some 
authority to compel the Drabage Board to keep the lake 
at such a level as should not bterfere with its navigation. 

My own impression is that it might be kept as high as to 
give a draught of water of at least 4 feet 6 bohes, m 
perhaps 5 feet, without interfering with the drainage 
b any degree whatever. 

16403. The Inland Navigation depth given ua by Mr. 

Stevenson, on behalf of the Board of Public Wotka, 
was 6 feet ? — I would not be prepared to say that that 
would not bterfere with the drabage, but I am sure 
that up to 4 feet 6 bches you might allow it. If they 
would give a waterway of 4 feet 6 bches, that would 
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not in the least degree interfere -with any drainage works. 
It would keep flooding off the land which has been 
reiieTed. 

16406. That is a very material point ; the Lough 
Erne Navigation is under the control of this Local Drainage 
Board ? — It is. 

16407. And was originally constructed by the Local 
Drainage Board ? — That is so. 

16408. Between 1881 and 1800, 1 think: ? — Yes. 

16409. The important thing would he that they should 
maintain the water at a sufficient height to make naviga- 
tion possible ? — That is so. 

16410. Would there be much dredging needed ? — • 
Hardly any ; there are a very few places where anything 
would he needed, and at the two principal places it is 
all soft mud, and dredging might bo very easily done 
there. 


164-23. There is no seaport of importance in Doneffal 
Bay, is there? — No. * 

16424. What is Ballysbannon ? — It is a -mretched 
harbour, only very small vessels can get up at a high tide 
16425. Tliere is no argument at all from the point of 
view of sea connection there 1 — No. 

16426. First turning in the direction of Belfast, is there 
anything more you would like to say as to the dry end of 
ihe Ulster Can^ between Clones and Lough Erne ?— No 
beyond that I believe it could be put in working order for 
comparatively a very small sum. It is a very short 
distance, short of six miles. 

16427. As regards water, there should bo no difficultv ? 
—Nob the least. ^ 

16428. There is already storage which we have heard 
about, a reservoir which supplies the summit level of the 
Ulster canal ? — Yes. 


16411. Has any estimate been made of what it would 
cost the local drainage board to put it in proper order 
for navigation ? — I do not think so, hut it would he 
something very trifling. 

16412. How is the local drainage board elected — 
who are its constituents ? — The occupiers of the lands 
that have been relieved from floods. 


16413. Is that a desirable constituency for a navigation 
board ?— I do not think it is, because naturally they 
look entirely to their own interests, and do not consider 
the interests of the general public. AH they look to is 
that their ground should be kept relieved of flood for 
the whole of the year. 

16414. Would the county council or a combination 
of county councils be better ? — For drainage purposes 
it would. I may say I gave evidence about a couple of 
memths ago before Sir Alexander Binnie’s Commission, 
a \ iee-Regal Commission, which has been inquiring into 
the question of drainage in Ireland, and I strongly 
advocated the placing of all these drainage works under 
the county councils or a combination of county councils. 

16415. Although I said just now a combination of 
f ounty councils, I do not know that tliat would be neces- 
sary, because the whole of Lough Erne seems to be in 
your county of Fermanagh ’—There is a good deal in 
Cavan and llonaghaa ; the principal part is in Fer- 
managh, but the upper part of the lake is in Cavan and 
Monaghan. 

16416. The upper part of the lake is partly in Cavan 
and partly in Monaghan ? — Yes. 

16417. There must be very little in Cavan ? I laid 

the figures before the Commission I have mentioned, 
but I cannot remember now. The principal part is in 
Fermanagh. 


16418. I see Mr. Stevenson told us that £30,000 < 
t!ie total expenditure on that scheme of the local clrainog 
boarf under the Drainage Act of 1863 was charged t 
navigation ? — That is so. A free grant of £15,000 wa 
given. The Bill was brought in, I remember, by th 
late ilr. W. H. Smith, then Secretary to the Treasurv 
he passed the BUI. and £15,000 was a free grant frot 
the Government, and another £15,000 was ehargeabl 
on the areas which were supposed to benefit bv th' 
navigation— in all £30,000. 

16419. I suppose somewhat more of the exiienditun 
was charged to drainage 7— The bulk of the expenditun 
was charged to drainage. The whole scheme cost some 
luing like £160,000, 1 think, and an awful blister it is, too. 

1C420. Is there anything more you would like to sav oi 
the subject of the Lough Erne Navigation as distinguishec 
from the others ? — No. ® 


16421. We have heard very little about it yet com 
paratively: is the communication as far as Belleek c 
importMce ? Would there be much trade at the lowe 
end of Lough Eme ? — Not so much beyond Enniskillen. 

1042-2. The principal trade would be in Enni«kDleE’- 
To EnniskiUen ; after leaving EnniskiUen the Lak 
TOdens out considerably ; it is a veiy wide sheet of wate 
and on the left-hand side going down to BeUeefc th. 
mountains are rather close do-n-n to the water and there i 
a veiy considerable district which would be served 
There would be for about six mUes beyond Enniskillen 


16429. With respect to the Ulster canal onwards, I 
suppose you would like to see the looks improved so as to 
make them similar to tlioae on the Lagan ? — Yes. 

16430. There is a complaint made that boats which 
navigate the Lagan cannot come through on the Ulster 
canal 1 — I was not aware of that ; the looks on the Ulster 
canal are very good locks and I remember at the time I 
went through we had two fair sized steam launches and ws 
fitted in very comfortably. 

16431. Turning in the other direction towards the Kair 
Shannon your Report deals with the Ballinamore Canal ?— 

Yes. That navigation has always been in rather a hope- 
less position i it was finished over forty years ago, and soon 
after it was finished my father got a steamer from Scotland 
round byDublin to the Shonn, on up the Shannon and along 
the Ballinamore Canal, and I believe she was the only boat 
that ever went through. Your Lordship mentioned to me 
a short time ago that it was open for about twelve days. 

16432. Apparently your county council and the urban ' 

council of Enniskillen do attach importance to a con- 
nection by that canal with the Shannon ?— They do, and 
I think they attach rather more importance than I do. I ! 

think it would be of very great local advantage. It runs j 

through a very poor country and a thickly populated | 

couutry, and I think it would be of great advant^e to the | 

people living in that country, but as far ns through navi- | 

gation from Belfast to Limerick goes of course it sounds 1 

very well, but you must remember both Belfast and | 

Limerick are seaports, and I do not think where you have 1 

a seaport at each end of a canal the through communica- t, 

tion would be of so very much importance. 1 believe the i 

local importance would be very great. ( 

16433. It has been more ai-gued to us that it would be < 

important to connect places upon the Shannon with ( 

Belfast?— No doubt it would be of importance, but 
personally (I speak from the selfish point of view) I would 5 

prefer seeing the money expended in improving the com- * 

munioation between Enniskilleu and Belfast. 1 

16434. 1 ou would put that first and the other second ? 

I -would certainly put that first ; it is of more importance 
to us in Fermanagh. 

16435. Is there any prospect of any considerable 
development of tillage along the line of either tho 
Ballinamoro and Ballyoonnell canal or the upper parts of 
the Shannon ? — I do not know the district well enough te 
answer. 

16436. With respect to Lough Erne, is there much 
chance of that in the neighbourhood of Enniskillen ? — I 
imagine so ; it is an extremely well cultivated country all 
round Enniskillen. , 

16437. There is already a good deal of tillage ?— -4 
good deal of tillage. 

16438. Has it been diminishing as in other parte of 
Ireland ? — To a certain extent, but I do not think very 
largely. 

16439. On the general question, I see your county jnixirtaii" 
council, take a very strong view as to the importance of uf i-ouipl« 
a complete canal system under Government control? — causlsf** 
Yes, they do. 

16440. Do you share that view ?— I entirely share 
that view j I think the amount of traffic that would be , 

developed, not at once, but after a few years, would bo i 

surprising. ' 
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1C441. Has your Lordship considered at all the ques- 
tion of the fovni of Government control that would be 
desirable ? — No. I cannot exactly say that I have. 

16442. I suppose a little would depend upon tvhetber 
there were local contributions or not ? — Yes. 

16443. Is there much hope of local contributions ? — 

1 do not think so at present ; I think the people have 
got into their heads that the Government are to take 
the thing up. Taking the people in that country you 
cannot say tliat they are badly off, but they are all small 
farmers and small shopkeepers and I do not think they 
would bo very ready to give much locally. 

16444. Even if they could be induced to give a little 
in the way of providing local quays or some little loeal 
expendituif, would it not be more healthy that they 
should be called upon to do so than that they should 
do nothing ?— That I am sure they would do, improving 
what you call the local quays ; I think I could safely 
answer that they would do that. 

1644.'j- Some little contribution either in works of that 
kind or in money would increase their interest in the 
matter and prevent the pauperizing effect of such a very 
large expenditure of public money ? — ^Qtiite so. 

16446. You would advocate the encouragement of 
such contributions ? — I would certainly, and I do not 
think there would be the least difficulty in getting the 
county council to sanction that expenditure as far as quays 
are concerned and small things of that sort. 

16447. I see on the 4th head of reference to this Com- 
mission your Report says that “ the prospect of a corres- 
ponding benefit to the trade of the country cannot really 
be gainsayed : ” you are able to shai'c the conviction 
of the county council that there would be a return, direct 
or indirect, to justify the expenditure of this mone}' 
by the Government ? — I believe myself that there would 
be a direct return ; of course for the first few years you 
must expect to run it at a loss, but after that I believe 
there would be a very considerable traffic and I believe 
it would quite pay any expenditure that might be incurred. 

16448. {Sir Francis Hopu'ood.) I gather that the main 
question is one of contribution of money to put imperfect 
waterways into better condition ? — Yes, but I think I 
have already said there would only be about six miles of 
waterway requiring to be improved. That would be 
the chief expense. 

16449. I desired to ask you rather to address your- 
self to the general question than to the particular naviga- 
tion in which Fermanagh is interested ? — That no doubt 
would be so. 

16450. It would be primarily a question of contribu- 
tion by the Government ? — Yes. 

16451. Contributions are made under existing cir- 
cumstances by the Board of Works for light railways, 
harbours and similar works in Ireland ? — Yes. 

16452. Can jtdu tell us bow those contributions are 
obtained from the Board of Works ? Is it by application 
ad hoc ? — I liave never had myself much to say to any- 
thing of that kind; I do not think I can answer the ques- 
tion from my own knowledge. I think it is mostly in 
the congested districts that those works are carried on. 

16453. Would it not be sufficient, to give a suitable local 
control over these navigations, and merely to say that the 
central authoritjq that is the Govement, should have 
the power to make a sufficient contribution in the par- 
ticular case to put a particular navigation into efficient 
order ? — You mean that the Government connection 
should stop at putting the navigation into proper order t 
16454. Yes ?— Well, no, I think not ; I think you would 
have to go further. I think they would have to supply the 
means of working it. At first all these navigations would 
be worked at more or less of a loss and I do not think 
yon would get the localities to undertake that loss even 
Bupposmg they had the prospect of the thing being self- 
supporting after a time. 

16465. It strikes one prima facie that the liability for 
maintenance in thwe cases is likely to be much mote 
severe than the mere expenditure of a free grant or loan, 
because you know your liability in the second case but in 
the first it is indefinite ?— Yes, probably I should agree 


with you, but what one has to consider is what the locality Thr R( ffon.' 
would do, what view the local people would take of it. 7/n' Sari of 
16456. I wanted to get from you whether you felt any ’ 

hesitation in recommending the Government to do more Fernwnogh 
than allocate to the Irish Waterways a certain fixed County i 

sum, whether you would fear to commit the Govorumrnt Council- » 

to an unascertained and perpetual expenditure ! — Of - — ^ 

course the Government would take a certain amount of . 

risk in the matter ; they would have to take the risk of 1 

the concern not paying and running at a loss, and then 
of course that would involve the waste of the primary 
cost of aU these undertakings. You see it is not ns if 
these were non-existent : most of these waterways are 
already in being and could be put in working order at a 
very small cost. 

16457. You think that it would be sound economics 
not only to give a through route from Belfast to Limerick '• 

by the expenditure of public money on existing naviga- 
tions to make a fair and free waterway, but that the 
Government might also be asked to see that that waterway 
was maintained in perpetuity ? — I am afraid you must put , 

economics aside in dealing with Ireland ; I am afraid the i 

Government would be expected to do that anytvay. 

16458. I did not want to press the economic question 
1 only wanted to ascertain what you had in your mind ? — 

I think they would he expected to maintain it, if not for 
ever at all events for a considerable period imtil it was 
clearly ascertained whether the navigation could be 
developed. 

16459. You do not think, in fact, that the public case 
would he satisfied by merely putting the e.xisting 
waterways into order and then leaving them to 
the local authorities and the present undertakers to work, 
maintain, and conserve in the future ? — No, I do not ; I 
think the Government would he expected not only to 
put them in proper order but to work them, at all events, 
for a reasonable time. I do not say they would be un- 
reasonably expected to go on working them for ever. 

16460. You are aware that the annual loss upon some 
of them, even at present, is very heavy ? — I am quite 
aware of that. 

16461. {Mr. Killich.) May I ask if your Lordship has [C— 3173], 
read the Report of Lord Monck's Commission in 1882 ? — 1382. 

No. 

10462. They recommended, it I remember rightly, 
or found, that the Ulster Canal had not proved a success 
and had better ho disposed of to the highest bidder ; 
arvd as regards the Ballinamore and Ballyoonnell C'anal 
they also recommended that it should be discontinued 
as a navigation and merely maintained as a drainage 
work ? — I did not know tliat that su gg estion emanated 
from Lord Monck's Commission ; 1 have heard opinions 
expressed to that effect. 

16463. That was in 1882, and no doubt the facts were 
found by them as they were at that time. Do you 
consider there is anything different in the situation or 
requirements of the district which would make those 
works more successful to-day if they were restored and 
made available ? — Yes, I think that since 1882 the country 
has very much improved, there is a greater prosperity 
and I think those facilities, supposing we were granted 
them, would be much more likely to be availed of now 
than in 1882. 

16464. You think that although they might have been 
light then they might not have come to the same con- 
clusion under existing circumstances ? — I should think 
it is very probable. 

16465. I do not know whether you heard the evidence Improvement 
yesterday, but as regards the Ulster Canal I am afraid of Ulster 
you have perhaps a little understated the probable Canal, 
expense which would be incurred if all the works which 
have been su^ested to us were carried out, because the 
first was to widen the whole of the twenty-six locks ? — 1 
did not contemplate that. 

16466. We were told yesterday, it was a mere case of 
estimate, that to widen the locks from 11 to 14 feet might 
cost £40,000 ? — I should think very likely, but I did not 
contemplate that. I contemplated having the locks 
as they now stand. 

16467. Yon have found that 11 feet width was sufficient 
when you have been on the canal yourself ? — Yes. 
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16468, The ■water supply has also been represented 
as requiring increase ; there is not sufficient 'water now 
to supply the portion between Clones and Wattle Bridge ? 
—That is so. I am told that the principal want there 
is puddling the banks to make them watertight. 

16469. To prevent leakage ? — That is so, and I should 
not t hink that would he a very expensive business. 

16470. {Mt. TTaWron.) Do you knowif theBallinamore 
Canal was a Pamine relief ■work in 1847 ? That is not 
stated in any of the Returns ? — Yes, I rather think it was ; 
I do not know that it was primaidy so but I thinV the 
relief was given in the shape of works on the Canal. 

16471. {Mr. QriUith.) You have brought before us for 
the first time I may say in connection ■with this Com- 
mission the Navigation of Lough Erne and the use it is 
to E nniskil len ; I understand you to contemplate a 
through trade ^m Belfast to Enniskillen ? — Yes. 


16472. And probably a large import of coal ? — Yes. 

16473. Therefore it would be a distinct advant^e for 
you to bo able to bring up the boats that are used by 
the Lagan Navigation from Belfast to Lough Neagh on 
to Eniaskillcn without transhipment 7— -Certainly. 


16474. And for that reason I may say to you that it 
would be necessary to reconstruct the locks of the Ulster 
Canal ; they Me only 12 feet wide as against 16 on the 
Lagan, and of course you will agree with me that in the 
carriage of coal the larger the vessel the cheaper the rate ? 


16475. From that point of view if you accept my 
statement it is necessary to re.construot practically the 
locks of the Ulster Canal at this expenditure to which 
Mr. Killick has referred ? — If you want to bring them up 
to the size of those of the Lagan of course that would be 
necessary. 

16478. Of course every carrying company wants to carry 
the largest boat through ? — I contemplated the same class 
of vessel going right through hut a smaller doss. 

16477. If you accepted the Ulster Canal that would 
mean that the vessels would have to be smaller than they 
are at present in use on the Lagan ? — Yes, the through 
vessel would be smaller. 

16478. As regards the Ballinamore, although it was 
co^emned, or at least hung up, by Lord Monck's Com- 
mission, there was an express obligation put on the Drain- 
age Board to maintain the works in such a condition that 
they could be restored. I am not sure that you are 
familiar with Lord Monck’s Commission f— No, I was not 
aware that such a Commission had sat. 

16479. It is perhaps not fair then for me to cross- 
examine you upon that, but their view was that it should 
be kept in such a conffition that it might be resorted if 
Ifce need arose hereafter for narigation ?— It certainly has 
not been so kept because I have already said that when 
I was passing along the railway I saw the canal, and men 
were carrying away the stones of the looks for buildings, 
and the wood-work was all tumbling down. 

16480. There were no gates on it at the time I believe ? 
— No. 

16481. (Ifr. Dawson.) 1 understood you in reply to 
some questions from Sir Francis Hoopwood to say^at 
yen thought the Government would have to put the canals 
in proper working order and also to maintain them. If 
those conditions were carried out do yon thint- private 
earriers_ would arise, or would the Government have 
to go still further and become carriers for a certain time ? 
—I think it would be better if the Government were to 
become carriers for a certain time ; I would not expect 
them to do it for ever but certainly for a certain rime 
to show whether the canal was likely to be a navinv 
concern or not- r / e 

16482. To give a regular service along each route ?— 


16483. Has the china manufactory at BeDeek increased 
at all of late years ?— No, I do not thinV it has • they 
are making a very different class of article now compared 
to when they began— a commoner kind of article. They 
have given up the fancy sort as they found it did not pay. 

16484. We have evidence to show that that class of 
traffic is a traffic most suitable for a canal ; do you think 


if Lough Erne was made navigable down toBelleefc some 
of that traffic would be secured 7— Yes, I should fhiT'V 
it would j I think a brittle traffic of that kind would be all 
the better carried by water than by rail as there is 
Jess chance of its being knocked about and broken. ! 

10485. You mentioned that the Drainage Board of I 
Control had lowered the lake last year to a great extent ’ I 
— Yes. • I 

16486. Was that an accident 7—1 think it was done on 
purpose. 

16487. Because I know that at Belleek there are verv 
fine sluices ? — There are. ^ 

16488. And I understood the Belleek people have 
telegrams from Enniskillen and the Upper Erne to warn 
them when flooding is likely to occur 7 — That is so. i 

16489. And that the sluices are capable of regulating * 

the water 7— They have complete control over the ! 

height of the lake by means of the sluices at Belleek. 

16490. So it would seem there is no necessity for lower- 
ing the lake as you say it was lowered 7- No, I think the 
Drainage Board were wrong ; I think they got into a funk 
they thought there were to be floods and that their land 
would he covered with flood, and they gave orders to 
lower the lake too soon. 

16491. (Afr, SnowdiJi.) In the printed Report your 
Joint Committee has put before the Commission you^??P^: 
make reference to the canals on the Continent of Europe ■ n" ,• 
do you consider that the conditions of water transit in 
your part of the eormtry are comparable with the condi- 
tions on the Continent where water carriage has been a 
success 7— Oh no, because there is a large coal traffic and a J 

large mining traffic I imagine in tliose pai-ts of France and ’ 

Germany where there are canals. I do not think you can | 

put the two on the same plane at all as far as the prospect 1 

of traffic goes. ^ ' 

16492. Why do you put foiwatd the case of Germany 
and Prance in your Report as a reason why the canals 
should be improved in your district 7— The thing has been 
done in one country and, therefore, we in Ireland tliink it i 

would be fair to give it a trial in our country as well. 

16493. Do you not think there is little prospect of i 

Bucc^ unless the conditions which have been the basis of • 

success in one country are the conditions in the country ! 

where you want to try a similar experiment 7—1 tliink the '■ 

whole of the conditions are difierent, because in France • 

and Germany they probably look to getting a large return. * 

In Ireland it is a question of improving and developing the 1 

resources of the country, so thot 1 do not tliink the two ■ 

things are -the same. i 

16494. May I take it from you that you do not expect ‘ 

toat the development of the canals in Ireland is going to be 
directly remunerative ?— I would not aay ; I tliink there 
would be a return. 

16495. I am judging from your last answer ; you say 
you look rather to the indirect effect the development of i 

the CMala would have on the disti-ict 7—1 think it would 5 

have both a direct and an indirect influence on tho country. j 

16496. You say that to agricultural lands a “network ^ 

of canals is simply invaluable ” : do you consider that > 

practically everything required for agricultural purposes 
^ be conveniently carried by canals 7- Not everything. 

You could not carry cattle by canal for one thing. I have 
alre^y given a list of things which could be advantageously 
earned by canal, such as farm implements, feeding stuffs, 
manures, Indian meal, butter, etc., etc. 

16497. You appear both in the Report and in the \ 

emdenoe you have been good enough to submit this 
afternoon to hold the opinion strongly that if the canals 
we to be developed it must be by Government action 7— 

1 think BO. 

16498. You make a statement in the Report that Failure of 
private enterprise has failed miserably to develop or even private, 
to keep up the canal system of Ireland : might I ask you euteppew- J 
what you consider there is in private enterprise which is 
im^caJ to success in canal management which is not 
exMtent under Government control 7— In private enter- 
pme you m^t have a certain amount of capital to put 
these works in order and carry them on and that does not 
exist in Ireland ; you have not the capitalists in Ireland 
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16508. Bo you reaUy think that what j’oudeBcribe as the The Rt. Bon. 

esorbitant railway rates, and the meagre character of The Earl of 
the canal facilities hinder the development of trade ?— Eir-~ "" ° 

I think they do. 

16509. (Mr. FtMan.) Have you any information as 
to the traffic that now comes into Enniskillen and district ? 

—No, I am afraid I have no figures. 

16610. It comes by rail now ? — Exclusively by rail. 

16511. Have you formed any estimate at all of whet 
it would cost to improve the waterways in the directiofl 
yon wish in your pamphlet ? — No, but I think it would 
be very small ; I think I have already stated there is 
about six miles at present shut up which would require 
to be opened on account of the defective puddling of the 
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that you have in England. The population through 
which these navigations pass is compru ed mostly of small 
farmers or small shopkeepers who have not got the 
capital to invest in these undertakings ; if it was otherwise 
we should not come to the Government to iisk them to do it. 

16499. I did not quite gather from your answers to Sir 
■EVancis Hopwood os to whether you are in favour of a 
central hoard having control of the whole of the canal 
system of Ireland or not ? — Yea, that is what I should 
lilfft to see. 

16500. You do not suggest a sort of Local Government 
Board to manage canals which you might describe as 
connected with each other ? — Such as county councils I 

16601. Yes ? — No, I do not think the county council 
would be a body that could manage an undertaking of 
that kind very well. I should not be in favour of giving 
it to the county councils, as 1 do not think they could 
do it. 

16502. You speak of “ open, easCy-used highways,” 
referring to canals : what do you mean by “ open ” ? — 
I mean that at present part of it is shut up, and I wish 
it all thrown open to traffic. 

• 16503. You do not mean toll-free ? — No. 

16504. You would not suggest that the canals should 

he like the highway, free to the use of everybody ? No, 

I would make them pay tolls certainly. 

16306. You set down as one of the reasons operating 
in the success of canal management the competition of 
railways ; do you not anticipate that the competition 
of the railways would exist even if the canals were placed 
under Government control, and that might be injurious 
to their success ? — In the particular case in which I 
am interested, the Great Northern Kailway has the 
uncontrolled traffic of the whole of the North of Ireland, 
you may say, at least over the whole of that part. There 
is no competition of any kind, there is no competing 
line, so that they have us at their mercy and can charge 
what they like. 

16506. You say that you contemplate a revolution 
wfkrameot in trade following a development of the canal system — 
tfciaala. the development of the canals, you think, would stimulate 
the development of trade very much ? — I think it would. 

16507. What reason have you for holding that opinion ? 
—I have already said in the particular case in which I 
am interested I can only go on my observations, and 
my own belief and the information I have gathered from 
the country. In one instance I have given the canal 
has not been at all open since it was originally constructed. 


16512. And you have formed no estimate of the amount 
of goods that would probably come over that canal when 
it was improved ? — No, we have no data on which we 
could form on estimate. 

16513. So that, broadly speaking, this interesting 
pamphlet is the result of an absence of data ? — Yes, we 
have no data that we could go upon. 

16514. So that you have come to revolutionary con- 
clusions without any consideration as to the cost or the 
likely results in tonnage, or the present tonnage that is 
brought into your district ? — No, but we have very 
good reason to believe, as for as we can gather, that 
there will be a very large improvement in trade. 

16516. A business man would only regard a sufficient 
reason for a business expenditure to be a business reason, 
and you have no business reason ? — No. 

16516. (Sir John Doringlon.) Would Lough Erne be 
tidal if it was not for the sluices ? — No, there is a large 
fall from Belleek to Ballyshannon, about three miles ot 
rapids. 

16517. It maintains its own levels ? — Yes. 

16518. (Chairman.) I would just ask one question; Co-operatioi 
is there any progress being made in your part of Ireland 
in co-operation among the farmers ?■ — A good deal ; 
there are twenty-three creameries in the county which 
are entirely co-operative. 

16619. Will the growth of co-operation make it more 

easy for the farmers to use waterways, do you think ? I 

should think so. 

16520. If they combined In the purchase of what they 
wanted, manures, and so on ; and combined also in 
sending their produce away, they would be able to fill 
canal boats better than they could otherwise ? — Yes. 

The Witness withdreie. 


Mr. RoBBBT Smyth, called ; and Examined. 


16521. (Chairman.) You are a miller and merchant 
with places of business both in Londonderry and Stra- 
hane ? — Yes. 

16522. Are you also chairman of Messrs. W. Thompson 
and Company, Limited, seed and agricultural mer- 
chants ?— Yes. 

16523. Are you chairman of Biggars, Limited, bacon 
curers, Londonderry ? — Yes. 

16624. Do you represent the Londonderry Chamber 
of Commerce and also speak for the Strabane Mercantile 
Association 7 — I do. 

a^ne 16525. Have you been one of the principal supporters 
of the Strabane Canal 7 — I have for many yesre. 

16626. What is the traffic that you give them 7 — 
Some years it has approached to almost the half of the 
whole, or about that. 

16527. What is the nature of it 1 — Indian com, oats, 
flour and coal. 

16528. Are the members of the Londonderry Chamber 
of Commerce drawn from more than one county 7— 
Yes, from Londonderry, Donegal and Tyrone largely. 

16529. And the Strabane Canal serves all Ihese 7 — 
In a measure. 

336— II. 


16630. Have you studied the heads of evidence which Mr. E. 
we have sent to witnesses 7 — Yee, I have read them over. , 

16531. What do you say on the condition of the canal 7 chaMter”} 
—I must say I would rather see it better than it is at Commerce. 

present. 

16632. Is the water often low in the summer months 7 
— During the summer months there is a deficiency ofCondiiion. 
water. As an illustration of that, last Saturday evening 
I took a walk with a friend down the bank and found 
that a number of boats, seven in all, could not proceed 
on their journey for want of water. 

16533. What cargoes are they able to take when the 
water is low 7 — They take the usual traffic, just coals 
and Indian com. 

16534. But what tonnage can they carry when the 
water is low 7 — The boats carry from thirty-five to 
sixty-five tons. I happen to be interested in cargoes of 
Indian com that come from the River Plate into London- 
derry, and when I find the water is low on the canal I 
advise the men to load about half or three-quarters, and 
they usnelly take my advice, and in that way they 
proceed with smaller loads. 

16536. That is a very expensive way of bringing np 
your loads 7 — Well, that is a matter for the company ; 

1 do not feel it. 

L-2 
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Mr. E. 16536. You have a contract with them to bring it up 
Sinyt7t, and you are not the loser when they bring it up in light 
Zondotidcrr^ loads ? No. 

Chambtr of t. . » , ^ 

Commerec. 16537. Jt as a loss to them ? — That is so. 

10 Ocf lan/' 16538. What is necessary in order that the public 

' ' should take more advantage of the Strabane Canal ? — 

More water would be an essential for the efficiency of 
the canal, if it were possible to get that, and I think it is 
possible to increase the water. It would also be an advan- 
tage to have a superior class of boats built on a difiereut 
principle from some of the boats that are there, flat 
bottomed boats. 

16539. You would like large boats with light draught ? 
— I would like boats to come up to seventy or eighty 
tons with light draught, 

16540. They would be propelled by steam as far as the 
canal gates ? — Yes — there is a tug steamer which plies 
between Londondeny and the mouth of the canal, and 
when she has the opportunity she can bring up, I think, 
four boats. 

16541. Do you mean you would like them tugged up as 
far as the canal gates ? — They are always tugged up to 
the gates. 

16542. Dp the canal they would have to be hauled 
by horses ? — ^Yes, by horses. 

16543. At present they are always hauled by horses 
these four miles ? — So they are. 

16544. I do not quite uaderstand what you mean in 
your proof : do you wish the canal so altered that steam 
could be used upon it ? — If possible. 

16545. At present the banks would be washed away 
if a steamer was used ? — I would be afraid of the back 
wash ou one of the banks, the one on the east, or Tyrone 
side ; it is a very soft boggy kind of ground almost all 
the way, but the west aide would be quite firm enough in 
my judgment. 

16546. What is the improvement you would make 

' to enable a steamer to be used upon the four miles ? I 

would suggest that if a gas engine could be introduced 
into a pretty large boat to carry, say, eighty tons, that 
engine would be of sufficient power to draw up two 
other boats with her, and if that were possible it would 
be a great improvement. 

16547. But you have said that any use of a steam 
boat would wash away one of the banks ? — I would be 
afraid of that. 

16548. What improvement of the canal would enable 
you to use a steamboat ? — I should say if the canal was 
dredged and puddled and the sides pinned up carefully, 
that would meet the case. 

Cost. 16549. Have you considered the expense of that ?— 

No, but I would expect that a few thousand pounds, 
perhaps £4,000 or £5,000, would equip the canal and make 
it available for a fairly large traffic. I may say that the 
condition of the Strabane Canal is rather an unique one. 
If is far from any other canal, and it is in connection 
•^th the Londonderry port, so that from its position, if 
it could be taken up apart from others, as part of the 
whole yet separately dealt with, it would not take a great 
amount of money to meet the requirements. 

16550. Do you t hink there would be a prospect of a 
return on expenditure ?— Ym. I believe that there would 
be a very fair prospect of a return on a moderate 
expenditure. 

16551. Would you favour a local contribution towards 
that object t — I might desire that, but I am afraid we 
might not count on any local contribution. 

16552. Are there not some works which might be done 
with advantage at Strabane which we might expect the 
locid authority to cany out^ such as quays or anything 
else necessary for the produce 1—1 think accommodation 
for receiving the goods would be very desirable both at 
Londonderry and Strabane. 

16553. So far as Strabane is concerned we have heard 
of t^t abeady ; do you not think the local authority 
might be expected to provide such accommodation ?— 
Unless the local company would do it I am afraid the 
urban council would not feel any responsibility in the 
matter. 


16554. Are you in favour of amalgamadng all the A 
canals in Ireland and putting them under State control ? don 
I am, strongly. 

16555. Could you give any reason for your opinion ?— 
The great success we are jed to believe has followed the 
enterprise of canals and waterways on the Continent 
and seeing the great amount of money, many millions' 
during tho last ten or twelve years that Germany and 
France have expended, and, from all one can learn bom 
the reports, with very great success, and with very great 
benefit to the communities. Then, again, tliere is another 
small country, Belgium, where I happened to be about 
a year ago, attending a meeting of the United Chambers 
there, and on that occasion I had the honour of seconding 
a resolution recommending the appointment of this 
Commission to consider the waterways of England and 
Ireland. When on that point I may say that tliere were 
some gentlemen at the meeting who did not seem to think 
that &eland should be included. However, the foelinc 
prevailing with the president and the loading members' 

Sir William Holland and others, was that Ireland should 
be included, and that we should sail in the same boat 
until the end of the chapter. 

16656. Are you anxious to have real competition n 
between the railways and the canals ? — I believe there • 
is room for the waterways and also for the railways. 

We have an illustration of that, especially in Belgium, a 
very fine small country ; there seems to be no biction 
there, and if our Govemmeut could see their way to take 
hold of the waterways of the country, which it might 
surely do at a very small amount at tho present time, 
it might lead up to their seeing their way to take hold of 
the railways also. 

16557. Do you think that the rates on heavy tiaffic 
such as can be carried with advantage on canals would 
be reduced ?— I believe they would to some extent, 
especially in the inland districts. 

16568. Isitveryimportantfor the prosperity of Ireland _ 
and the development of induabies that tho rates on 
traffic should be reduced ?— The inland rates I believe 
should be reduced. 

18569. (Mr. 5noi«ien.) I understood you to say that 
you strongly favoured the Government conbol of all the 
canals, and in your answer to the next question you held 
out no hope of any local contribution ? — I am afraid we 
could not bold out any hope. 

16560. If it is to be a good thing for the Government 
why should it not be a good thing for the locality to under- 
take ? — I believe these canals ore a matter of too groat 
magnitude for private enterprise; and besides, I believe 
the leading railway companies would beat them down, 
whereas if the Government bad a hold of the waterways 
of the country they would go far to keep the balance of 
power, and the railways would then see they would have 
to fall in line with what was reasonable. At tlic present 
time I can give you oases where some of tho railways 
have been unreasonable. 

10561. But the Government owning the canals while 
the railways were in private hands would only be able 
to beat down the railway by spending an enormous sum 
of money in the doing of it ?~I do not think so ; I t.bink 
the Government taking over the canals, and being satisfied 
with certain classes of traffic, would form a very great 
complement to the railways ; the canals v'ould do what 
the others might not care much for takine in the course 
of traffic. 

16562. {Mr. HerbertBon.) How far is the Foyle tidal 1— 
Lifford Bridge. 

16663. Is it not possible to use the Foyle as a waterway ? 

I am afraid not ; the Londonderry Harbour Board 
took the responsibility many years ago from Greencastle 
to Liflord Bridge, and while they have given a good deal 
of time and attention to Greencastle and London- 
derry they seem to have forgotten Lifford altogether 
— they have not been dredging at all. 

16564. You think it would be cheaper to improve the 
canal than to dredge the Foyle ’—Very much cheaper : 
a few thousands would put the canal in a very nice way 
of working to serve the communitv. 
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165C5. If you used a steamer on th.e canal would it be 
necessary to alter tlie locks ? — I do not think so ; it 
would be necessary to provide bettor locks, but I think 
the width would do nioely. 

16506. (Jfr. Griffith.) Ten miles of this navigation to 
Londonderry is in the river Foyle ?— Yes. 

16567. And that is under the control of the Harbour 
Board ? — It is. 

16568. Are you satisfied with the way in which the 
dreeing of that portion of the rivet is done ? — Someone 
should be compelled to dredge the portion at the mouth 
of the canal. 

10569. Is it only at the mouth of the canal that you 
find on obstruction ? — That is where the boats often stick 
when the low water conies. They never think of dredg- 
ing the river up to Lifford Bridge. 

16570. I suppose it was because that portion of the 
river was impracticable that the canal was made for the 
four miles ; is not that the ease ? — I do not know ; it 
may he that the Derry people might have had the idea 
that we might turn out a Glasgow in their hands and turn 
them into Greenock. 

16571. You wish to get up larger barges 1 — Yea, 
than we have at present. 

16572. The locks are constructed to bring up vessels 
of 120 feet in length ? — About that. 

16673. And no boat apparently is navigating the Navi- 
gation beyond 70 feet in length ? — About 70. 

16574. This fised bridge that has been constructed is a 
permanent obstruction to anything like large sea-going 
barges ? — Yes. 

16575. (Mr. ll'ofdron.) Does the Strabane Canal or the 
foyle Navigation, as it is called, pay dividends ? — I be- 
lieve it is paying a very good dividend. 


16576. Do you know what dividend ? — They do not jj/,.. jj. 
publish their sheet, but I can take a general view of the Smyth, 
matter ; I know about tbe tonnage, and I have an idea Londondei iy 
of the outlay. 

16577. Still you cannot as a fact say that they pay a om^cc. 
dividend? — Yes, I believe the traffic supplies a dividend, jg Oet. 19C6. 

16578. That is conjecture ; you cannot say as a fact that 

it is a dividend-paying company ? — I am satisfied in my 
own mind that it is a good traffic for a dividend. 

16579. You have not satisfied my mind ? — I do not 
know, but I have satisfied myself. 

16580. (dfr. KQUck.) They do not give you a very good Service ou 

service, whether they pay a tfividend or not, I understand ? Stral«ne 

—They give as good as they possibly can under present 
circumstances ; the poor boatmen are most anxious toearn 
a week's wages, but if the water is not there they cannot 
earn it. 

1658!. You say they give you as good a service as they 
can under present circumstances ; to what circumstances 
do you refer ? — We would require more water and an 
improvement in the boats. 

16582. But the boats are their boats, and therefore if 
there is to be an improvement it is they who would have 
to improve them, is it not ? — I suppose they should, but 
if they do not do it we would like an improvement that 
would imply a permanency. 

16583. Why do you nob keep boats of your own if you 
supply half the tonnage of the canal. — 1 have too much bo 
do to be bothered with boats. 

165S4. You do not think it would be a profitable under- 
taking ?— I think itwouldif Ihad the time, but I have not. 

16586. Have you had experience of any other canal 
but the Strabane ? — We have no canal for many miles. 

16586. And you have not sent goods by any other 
canal ?— I do not remember. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. John Colhow, called ; and Examined. 


16587. (Chairman.) We have had a good deal of evi- 
dence from Strabane, and I do not know that I need 
take you through all. You are a wholesale and retail 
grocer, potato and fruit shipper, and have carried on 
business in Strabane for the last nineteen years ? — Yea. 

16688. You have heard the evidence which has been 
given about this Strabane Canal, and you confirm that 1 — 
Yes. 

16589. You confirm the evidence as to the present con- 
dition of the canal ? — I do. 

16560. Do you think there is a need for the company to 
make the improvements which have been recommended 
in order that it may more efficiently carry the trade which 
vou wish to have carried to and fro between Strabane 
and Londonderry ? — They have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility by tbe lease to keep the waterway in 
repair, and it appears they have not done so, and certainly 
it is a great hindrance to the traffic coming to tbe town 
when the boats cannot get forward with the goods. 

16591. It is necessary that this dredging should be 
done, and that the canal should be kept in proper condi- 
tion ? — Very necessary. 

16592. Have you any weighing machines at Derry 
or Strabane ? — No. 

16593. And no receiving sheds at either end ? — Except a 
store at the Strabane end. 

16594. Are you unable to discharge boats at all from 
want of cover ? — They can be discharged in dry weather, 
but in rainy weather they cannot with safety, as the goods 
would be damaged. 

16595. How long does it take to convey goods from 
Derry to Strabane ? — Very often it takes from three to 
seven days, and I just got a report to-day of seven tons 
of galvanised iron which left Liverpool on tbe 24th Sep- 
tember and arrived in Derry on the 25th, and had not 
arrived in Strabane on the Cth of the present month. 


16596. Would yon like to see the banks strengthenea jUr. J. 
to allow steam hgbters to pass up and down ? — It is Colhonn, 
absolutely necessary, before they could pass with safety. Strabam:. 

16597. Is it imporUnt also that the bridge of which we ju 
have heard should be altered ? — Yes, for steamers or __ 
sailing vessels. 

16598. With masts ? — Yes, with masts. We recom- 
mend a swivel bridge in its place. 

16599. Do you think many boats with masts would 
come up ? — Before my time in Strabane boats of 100 tons 
and more have come direct from England and Scotland 
with caigo- 

10600. Since this bridge was constructed they have not 
been able to come ?— They could not come under it. 

16601. Do you think the profits which are made by tbe 
company should go to recoup expenditure in putting the 
canal in proper order ? — Yes, it is natural that they should 
do so, but they do not do it. 

16602. Can you tell mo anything about the rates of Udtes. 
carriage by canal and by railway 1 — Yes, sugar by canal 
from Derry to Strabane is 3s. 4d.. while sugar by rail 
Derry to Strabane is 4s. 6d. 

16603. Take meal and flonr ? — Meal and flour by canal 
ate 2s. and by rail 2s. 6d. ; groceries by canal, 5s., by 
railway, 6s. lOd. ; bacon by canal, 5s., by railway, 5s. lOd.; 
oats by rail to Dublin, about 7s. per ton ; by canal, 6s. 6d., 
that is, they tranship from the harbour of Strabane right 
round to a vessel at Derry, and it is sent on to Dublin. 

Formerly the same goods were charged by railway about 
lOs., but when they saw the competition come in they 
lowered the rates. The rate on oats from Strabane to 
Belfast by railway is about 6s. 6d., and by canal, 5s. 6d., 
because there is a steamer on now. The rates were several 
shillings more previoosly. That is die effect of the 
waterway. 

16604. Is that all you have to soy on the rates ? — Yes, 
unless you wish to ask me some other question. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


1S605. Are you in favour of an improved national oaual 
either under State or local control f — Under State, 

tor/ iftna • do you think would be the advantage of 

it ? — It would greatly increase the present trafhc on the 
canal as well as give better value to consumers, and also 
increase the population of the town and district generally. 
That would be one of the advantages. 

16607. Are you very ansious that the wafcrwa3/s should 
be kept up as check upon high rates upon the railways ? — 
Jlost certainly ; those rates show that if the canal were not 
there we would be practically at the mercy of the railway 
oompanynow. 

18608. Do yon think that local bodies like district 

councils would be good managers for waterways ? I 

think not, because they are not paid ; I t.binW they would 
have little interest in it. 

16609. Do you think there would be a large traffic to 
and fro from your regular monWily fairs ?— I am sure there 
would. 

Traffic. 16610. What would be the nature of that traffic ?— The 

town clerk and I made it up coming up in the train, and it 
sa tabulated here : oats about 6,000 tons in the year and 
we might get 4,000 tons of that by canal. Of pork there 
^ about 800 tons, and we might get 400 tons of that. 
We have a large pork market once a week. Then it is a 
^eat district for producing potatoes; there are 
about 2,000 or 3,000 tons shipped from Strabane, and we 
estimate that 1,000 tons of that would come by canal 
which do not come now. As to flax, about 1,000 tons is 
shipped, and we think we might get about 600 tons of it. 
Iben there is a large quantity of eggs and butter sold in 
the town of Strabane and none of it now goes by canal 
at all, and we estimate that about 200 tons annually would 
go by canal if it was under proper management, under 
State control. Then as to fowl, there is one of the largest 
^rkets m^e north of Ireland, and there would be about 
kOO tons, which wouH mostly go by raUway and the canal 
would not be much used, as it is too slow in transit. Of 
toy and straw there is about 1,000 tons and say about 200 
tons of that would go by canal. 

16611. (5tr Francis Bopiwod.) What has become of 
this seven tons of galvanized iron since the 26th of Septem- 
ber r — That IS wtot I do not know. 

IO0I2 I, il oomlgnrf to you ?-No. to S. Eonnsll & 
Co., hid., of Strabane. 

^613. It may be awaiting the payment of ohanres or 
anything i — It may be. ® 

16014. i'em do not knot. !_I „t oort.ln, but It hat 
not come to hand. 

16615. Such delays do not occur in the case of pork 1 
suppose? — No. J- 

safe to send 

® eighteen days on the road ? ' 

— V\ ith the present management it would be most unsafe. ^ 

Complaints. 16617. May I ask if the Mercantile Association have 

of AW^^ representation to the Duke . 

non-repair of the canal ! ' 

should something ' 

toould be done , he would be very agreeable to sell if f>iB • 
Gj^mment would purchase, the same as the lands am J 

166p I understand that the company who run E 

16619. A« they under any obligation to repair ’-Yes “ 
f “e «“der ohhgafion to repair. ComplaSThas ^n “ 

made, and I went myself to tie Board of Ikade. 

^n^®^'^®^°““^*-g*‘OC«rie8.58.hycanaland ' 

d.ii™ -Shl. “li ; 

loo“S'tdM “W"!" loUoot uid dellTer “ 


,1 16623. Dealing with the rate to Belfast, you said it wa« 

s, 6 s. 6 d. by canal, but you meant by sea ?— By sea. 

f 16624. (Jfr. Davison.) How does it come that ti,.^ 
e tradmg company who aie most interested in the keen' 

3 of a fair waterway so neglect it ?— The lessee died sC! 

. two or three years ago and those who are now oarrvinr 
It on have no interest except to serve themselves and Lv! 
j a little money. «oB\e 

16625. Are these the trustees of the lessee who aro. 
t now carrying it on f-I think the present person X 
! carries on the oanal does it as a receiver and is littU 
interested in the welfare of the business. 

t 16626. He must bo losing a great deal of monev if ^ 

the wa^way is so msufBcient as to delay liis barees 

■ sure that they are making money, but they are earrytor 
' on in any case. '' 

, 166p. {Mr. Snowden.) Does Strabane depend almost 

entity upon the agncultural industjy ?— It does prinoi- 

16630. And you antioipato that the deyelopment of the r-., 
canal system would cause an increase in the^ agricultural 

produce of the district?— I think it would ^ 

Derelojti 

pri?nt i‘‘. *?i”‘ ™ 

'-No. a.™ „e no farm, 
that I know of m the vicinity of the canal lying idle. 

16033. If ffiat he so and all the possible land be under 
cultivation how ig it possible that there would be an 
mcrease m the agricultural trade of the district by the 
deyelopment of the canals ?-There would be more 

wf “"f wops ^aed, 

Md if better famhties were afforded for transit on the 
oanal farmers would patronise it as they do not do now. 

16634. I gather that you have not a very high opinion 
of rural distnet councils ?— I would rather not tawlr any 
questions in that respect. ^ 

16635. In aMwer to the Chairman, you said you would 

^e authority for local management of canals ?— I said 
so because they are not paid for doing anything and ! 

consequently it would not be weU done. ^ ^ ® 

No, BO far as the government of the district is ooucemed. J 

70« ever heard whether ! 

7-^ arrangement between the canal com- I 

p^y and the railway company ?— At one time there i 

wag, some years ago. I 

16838. C.« you eipliin their o.releMue„ i„ develop- 
T°” “ “™aaii8 Wind Bke 

“1 •*? emc%. but certoi^t i. ouolese- 

we . 0 ^ 8 . k*' It, Wuae for the space of six years 
6 tk. ™ 'J™ “>• ~“"y ooatpany, aud 

UfTmd ““ ‘'*®“ P"‘“ >>? them to. 

tTsuemM^'d ? *° ‘V, my Lorrthal i. ™uld 

S “! “e the epportuulty 

of TOitaig the oaual yomsolyos aud seeiag thS slate It 

SiSt S“°“ “formed 

16639. (OJof™,.) I afo^id goring our present 
™t to Itelmd w. could soarcely do that ?-I have a 

tost some le»hnudred poouds, (JaMiHuy 

to‘p.'S«pVe''Lll.‘“ 

The TFtfness withdrew. 
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Colonel Baillie, called ; and Examined. 


Lmcf 

<.nsl 

Vi:![«ny. 


} -l*pe:l)OD 

-'■Mgle’e 

-'*pcrt. 


Ifi641. {Chairman.) The Duke of Ahercom’s agent has 
aiade an application to be allowed to make an answer to 
some of the statements that have been made here to-day. 

16642. {Chairman.) You are the agent of the Duke of 
Abercom ? — Yes. I want simply to make a statement 
«n behalf of the Duke of Abercom to the effect that in 
case the State took over the waterways of Ireland he 
would be quite willing to sell his interest if it should go 
as far as that — he will not stand in tie way. 

16643. Has he an interest apart from the interest of the 
oompany, or are you speaking on behalf of the conipomy ? 
— The rent that he gets from the company. 

16644. Can you apeak at all on behalf of the company 
also ? — No, I know nothing about the company. The 
•Jirst company, I am informed, was formed about the year 
1860. Up to that time the traders had boats on the canals 
and at no time was it ever worked by the Dukes of Aber- 
com, as far as I can find out. 

16645. {Mr. Waldron.) But he got toUs ? — He got tolls 
which were made into a rent when the iirst company was 
started, and it was merged in another compmiy later on, 

16646. {Chairman.) Do you wish to make any further 
statement ? — As to the statement made about the bridge, 
I understand that no money passed to the Duke of Aber- 
'Com over that at all ; it all went to the company. He was 
paid for the land taken by the Donegal Eailway Company 
of course, but not for this bridge. 

16647. Is there anything else you desire to say on 
behalf of the Duke ?— No, I do not think there is anything 

16648. You have heard the evidence which has been 
given, and there is no point upon that which you would 
desire to answer ? — No— some of Mr. Feely’s statements 
about the Duke were slightly astray, but nothing very 
much. 

16649. (itfr. Griffith.) Would you explain to the Com- 
mission what obligations the company have to the Duke 
of Abercom in connection with this lease as to the 
maintenance of the canal ? — The company is bonnd 
to keep the waterway in order. 

16650. What is the length of the lease ? — There are 
about fifteen years still to run. I am told they got a 
Board cf Trade inspection lately. Jlajor Pringle was the 
inspector and he passed it all right, but it seems to have 
been rather a hole.and-comer thing as no one knew about 

its 

16651. (CTiaj'man.) Have you seen the report f — Y’es,I 
saw it long after he was there. 

16652. What was the nature of the report ? — He 
seemed fairly satisfied with all he had seen. 

16653. Did ho make any recommendations ? — No. 

16664. (Jlfr. Griffith.) What led to the inspection 1 — 
I believe it was an application by some of the traders of 
Strabane. and I think the last witness, Mr. Colhoun, knows 
something about it. I believe the inspection was made 
because that was the answer of the company to me that 
the Board of Trade had passed the canal as all right, and 
that 1 had nothing to say to the lease not being carried 
out. 


16655. {Mr. irafiron.) What are the conditions on the Colonel 
lessee company ? Could the Duke of Abercom enfoi-oe Baillie. 
the maintenance of the canal in a satisfactory condition for *— 
traffic if he was satisfied that it was being allowed to get 1906. 

into an unsatisfactory state ? — Not at all well ; the lease 
is very vague on that point. 

16666. Are there any penalties ? He would have to sue 
the lessee company for breach of the covenants in the 
lease ? — Yes, and I do not know that the company is 
very strong. 

16657. The Duke of Abercom owns the town of Stra- 
bane ? — A good deal of it. 

16658. I suppose if it was to suffer injury he would feel 
called upon to take steps f — 1 suppose he would as far as 
his lease allowed him. 

16659. {Chairman.) Has he put any pressure on the 
company to improve any of these diings short of going to 
law with them ? — Not except what I soy, that I saw the 
secretary to the company and was met -with this report to 
the Board of Trade. 

16660. How long ago is that ? — Three or four months 
ago ; I think it was some time last summer it was in- 
spected, but the east bank is certainly not in good order. 

16661. {Mr. Crossley.) I was going to ask the same 
question as to whether the Duke had not the power to 
force the company to fulfil its engagements f — The lease 
is not strong on that point. 

10662. {Sir John Dorington.) Do you know of your own 
personal knowledge if the locks are in good condition ? — I 
do not. 

16663. You have not seen them ? — I have often passed CouJitton of 
over them ; 1 went specially to see the bank on account Canal, 
of complaints from the adjoining fanners about it, and 
there is leakage from the east bank. 

... 16664. The evidence which has been given us to-day is 
that the locks are nearly ruinous ? — It may be quite true. 

16665. You think that is true ? — I would not wonder ; I 
would not be at all surprised. 

16666. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) Is the company a 
limited liability company ? — Yes. 

16667. With no uncalled capital ? — The capital is really 
all held by one man, and he is dead. 

16068. It is useless for the Duke to press them to any 
great extent, because they have no assets ? — That is all, 
and he would get no satisfaction. 

16669. {Mr. Eillick.) Do you know what the capital 
of the oompany is ? — No, I do no;. 

16670. Or the dividend they pay ? — No, I do not 
think they have paid any dividend for some time. They 
used to pay 12 per cent., I believe. 

16671. {Mr. Vivian.) In answer to the Chairman you 
said that the evidence you had heard to-day was wide of 
the mark ? — Only in one case — some of the statements 
were a little wide to the effect that the Duke of Aber- 
com hod done nothing to assist in the matter of having 
ihe canal properly worked. 

The WUneas withdrew. 


Mr. Robert James Grees, called : and Exammed. 


16672. {Chairman.) You are a farmer at Luliaghbeg, 
New Mills, Dungannon ? — Yes, it is nearest to Coalisland, 
and that is my post town. 

18673. Do farmers largely use the Coalisland Canal ? — 
Yea, the principal part of our produce is sent that way to 
Belfast ; it is bought by merchants. 

CcdiiUnd 16874. Do you also bring manures and feeding stuffs ? 

principal part of the feeding-stuff used in our 
neighbourhood is Indian corn or maize, and it is very 
extensively used. There are four mills in the neighbour- 
hood of Coalisland. 

16676. About what percentile of your produce goes 
by water ? — At least threo-fonrths of the stuff produced 
or probably more. 


16676. Wliat are the principal products of your dis- j, j 
triot ! — Oats, potatoes, grass seed and hay ; the potatoes Oreer 
have increased considerably in the last few years, and it Farmer. 
is getting to be a much better potato growing district. 

16677. Can they always be sent in quantities enough 1 906. 

to fill a canal boat ! — Yes, the merchants who buy off Traffic, 
us often send for loads. 

16678. The merchant buys from several farmers 
and then he fills a canal boat 7 — That is so. 

16679. Do the farmers co-operate at aU and work 
together without the intervention of a merchant ? — 

A little in ooimection with some of the co-operative 
societies in the neigbbonihood. I belong to one myself, 
and we get artificial manure in that way. 
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il/n S. J. 
Famitr. 


166S0. It is more for buying Ilian Bending off your 
produce ? — Yes, except for the creamery department. 

16GS1. Ai'e yon finding the advantage of that ? — 
i. Yes, there is a certain saving in it 

166S2. And you are more easily able to get large 
quantities such as will fill boats on the canal ? — Yes, of 
course we get as good terms for anything up to five tons, 
that is carried as cheap almost as a full load. 

16683. You think that the improvement of the canal 
is of great importance to agriculturists ? — Yes. 

10684. Are there good means for collecting the agri- 
cultural produce and delivering it ?— Of course these 
merchants have stores in the town of Coalisland, and 
the farmers bring it fioui a gieat distance ; they come 
from neighbouring tomis where tliere are railway stations 
to the water with them. 


16685. In what way do you Ihink that the develon 
ment of agriculture in your district is hampered bv th 
present condition of the waterways ?— We have not 
very much to complain about in our district. 

16686. Would you like a more regular service which 
would enable you to get your goods shipped on a givcD 
day or days in each week and delivered regularlv ? 
There is one carrying company does that, generally evel^ 
Monday, when a mixed cargo comes and brings artificia! 
manure and everything. ‘ 

16687. Do you think the tolls are too 
there are complaints about them. 


Ccitw 


16688. {Mr. Snowden.) What size of a farmer ate 
you ?— I farm fifty acres, which is about the average in 
our district. There are very few hundred-acre farms 
in the district I live in. It is a small fanning oonntrv, 
The Witness loUJidrew. 


Nai-igation 

Company. 


Mr. William R. Rea, recalled; and further Examined. 

16689. (Mr Snotohn.) I am soriy to trouble you, but 16704. Do you know whether theio is much touHno 
ariBing out of apwp that have been given to questions for traffic amongst the bye-traders on the eai^ 
since you were in he chair 1 would like just one or two not know that there is. becans” tTey LSwaS 
pomts made a little clearer if possible. It is not quite bulk caigoes, and some of them carry hr ttemselvc^ 

Snv hold%he SvL People ia the same t7wn. an^ each om 

fhe leiei^if connection. The ordcre come in to them 

as lighters are required. 

16705. Is there any competition and rate outtiog c, 
amongst the bye-traders according to your knowledge ’• * 
Verv liw.ip.. ® 


the lessees ? — Of the Lagan Canal they ore the oivners. 
16690. The absolute owners ? — The absolute owners. 
16691. Is it the same company as wa? constituted for 
the making of the canal ?— Yes, the representatives o£ 
that company. I should explain that - ' " 


Very little. 

^at company. I should explain that we were in thi 16706. Is tliis InlanclNavigation Companyof which vou 
habit of having the Lagan Act renewed for short periods, speak in competition ns a canying company with the bve 
but at the time the IHster Canal Act was passed the traders on the L- gan ?— Just in the same competition 
Lagan Act was made a perpetual Act as any other bye trader ; they arc really byo-tradere. 

16092. If the company were the absolute owners of 16707. We have heard in the course of the evidence 
the canal why should it be necessary to have their powers eoaiplaints about tlie deliveiy of goods from the canal 
renewed ? — I said wiie they are the oivners, but os a wharf in Belfast — does not the canal carrier undertake 
matter of fact an application had to be made for a deliver the goods to the addressee; for instance, take 
renewal of the Act, which was usually for a period of .VO'ir own company, this Inland Navigation Company 
thirty years. do you not deliver goods to the address of the consignee 

16693. (Mr. Waldron.) From whom ’-Parliament consignee wanted it ; we do not keep carts and 

ini’iiA W’v 1 1 . r ' conveyances of our own, but if tlie consignee wanted 

il. i06J4.^ Uho owned the Lagan Canal ?— Origiaally the would, and do deliver to them, hut we much prefer 
Lagan Canal was made by money advanced by private tlicm taking them from alongside, 
intadual. and by Oovemmeo,. 18708. That la to aaj th. responaibility, ylthoul 

lC09o. And that was the ground therefore of these °“®*' ^angement, for getting the goods from the canal 
renewals every thirty years ?— I was going to explain consignee’s place is on the consignees ?— 

that. The canal at firat was made partly by private we do it when we are asked specially to do it. 

money and partly by Government money. In con- 16709. To come to the point of all that; do yoi 
sideration of the Government money we had to pay tbinb >f. ~i>or.r,oKu ♦„ . ii... , ... . 

that £300 a year rent-charge of which I spoke vesteiday 
and then this canal was handed over to what was called 
the Undertakers, and these Undertakere ultimately were 
merged into a company, and that company had to ask 


LUC point, or au mat; 

thmk It reasonable to expect that traffic will come to 
the canal if there is practically no effort at aU made to 
ect It ? — I do not tliink I said there was practically 
.0 effort made to get it. 

16710. I assume that from what you have said !- 


, company had to ask 16710. I assume that from what you have said 

^r" uf unStmd t^t It loads, the canal has such a hold upon that 

sort uf understood that it was a matter of form. traffic and the regular customere are so few in number 

16696. (Mr. Snowden.) But in case Parliament had Iv® * practically all the trade that comes to 

declined to renew the Act, what would have become “f® P®°Pl® 1>7 canal. J do not tiiink there is any fear 
of the ownership and management of the canal ’—Then I losing that, and I think it is increasing, but general 
suppose, it would have reverted to Government. ’ are carried practically only to the Ulster Canal 

a^^tnat is a hopeless sort of traffic at present. 

16711. Do you not think it would bo possible to 
crease «be trnffie r....,, *i.* 


a.iu muuagement or tne canal ' 
suppose, it would have reverted to Government. 

16697. Then it all amounts to this, that the Govern- 
ment had a lien on the canal ’—Quite right. 

• ^ information upon 

IB tbs: Does the Lagan Navigation Company act as 
earners at all ’ — No. 

re simply toll receivers ’—That is so. 


_ iyo you nor cmnK it would bo possible to 

morease the traffic if you made the same efforts that 
are made elsewhere to get traffic ?— But we have to bear 
in mind that the Canal Company are not carriers at aU. 

16712. The Inland Navigation Company of which 
you speak is ’—Yes. 

^ assuming that it is practically 


16700. The Lagan Navigation Company then relv ^ it ‘S’ i,-— 

entirely for their revenue upon the^ZeySU'w '^^J^g^avigatmn Company 
pnvate traders on the canal ’—Quite so. - v 'v ' ®»t*rely separate ?— Yea— I am connected 

16701 Does the Tomt. V ■ u « Companies, but the shareholders are entirely 

-t- Lore the Lagan Navigation Company do fiiSerent. 

anjtbng at ail to sohcit traffic on the canal ’—>10 ^ lavis a j ,.v 

T- 1 1 . -No. the profits of the one do not go to help the 

16,02. Yon leave that entirely to the initiative of 1°®^ other ’-They have absolutely nothing 

pnvate traders ’—Yes. to do with the other. j » 

16703. You employ no agents ’—No, not the Lasan f Navigation Company own the 

Navigation Company. I think I did mention that I t^Iieve f— Yea. 

rwT •«'» ”th Mr. Corr th.t Here i, oo 
Compu,y, mtb which I am .Iso oomeoW, thm are ™ that caaal ?_Ye., there is. 

bye-traders; they run lighters on the eor.<.i ai!._ mi. ttt.. 

do endeavour to obtain traffic, 


The Witness withdrew. 
The Comwiissioa adjourned. 
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Philip Ssowdeh, Esq., JI.P. 

Hehey VIV^AN, Esq., JI.P. 
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I T* A. Waldeon, Esq., M.P. 
R. C. H. Dayisos, Esq. 

J. P. Geipfith, Esq. 

H. F. Killick, Esq. 


\V. B. Dufpield, Esq. {Seeretarif). 

E. B. Dtowoobt, Esq. {Assistant iSecrefary). 

Witnesses :—Mr. 17. i/. Clow. 2Ir. F. R. Rea. Mr. 0. Bright. Mr. J. Smith. Mr. F. IF. Pollock. 

Mr. H. ShiUiregton. 


Mr. William M. Clow, called ; and Esamiaed. 


10718. (Chairman..) You are a corn merchant at Porta- 
dorm ? — Yes. 

16719. Do you appear here on behalf of the Urban 
Council ? — Yes. 

TiScand 16720. Are you prepared to explain to this Commission 

v.aierCoiB- are the advantages to the town of Portadown of your 
■iiicatioas waterways to Belfast and to Newry ? — Yes, I have it in 

: P.irta- type here, and I will read it for the benefit of the Com- 
mission so as to save your valuable time. Portadown is 
situated on the River Bann, The staple industries are : 
power-loom linen weaving, flax-spinning, and maize 
grinding. It is also a large distributing centre for coal, 
iron and timber. At last census the population was 
10,092, an increase during the previous decade of 1,640, 
or 19 per cent. No other provincial town except Bally- 
mena showed such a large proportional increase. I 
attribute tliia increase partia'ly to the fact that Porta- 
down is connected by water with the sea at Belfast and 
Newry. There are about twenty lighters owned in the 
town, six of them being iron boats. There are two slips for 
building and repairing lighters, and two steel boats were 
built within the last twelve months with a carrying 
eapacity of ninety-five tons on 5 feet 6 inches draught of 
water. The inward tonnage is somewhat over 40,000 
tons, comprising about 10,000 tons of maize, 25,000 tons of 
coal, and 5,000 tons of timber, sugaj and general traffic. 
The outward traffie is small and unfortunately does not 
consist of manufactured articles. Hay, potatoes, and grass 
seed form the bulk of it. There is a growing traffic in 
peat-moss litter and ground peat from two points adjoining 
the Bann and Lough Neagh to Belfast. At present one 
lighter out of three gets a return load, formerly not one 
in twenty did. Tiiere is some little outward traffic to 
Newry in grass-seed and baled haj*. There lias been a 
public carrying company in the town for over twenty 
years. There is a regular weekly service between Newry 
and Portado'vn, a boat loading on Tuesday or Wednesday 

Newry and discharging on Friday. This traffic con- 
sists principally of sugar and general goods from Liverpool, 
and is only possible because the lighter can go alongside 
the steamship quay and load without the intervention of 
parts. It has been impossible to maintain a regular 
service from Belfast owing in earlier years to the fact that 
prompt delivery inside a given period could not be guaran- 
teed. (Primarily owing to the towage on Longh Neagh 
being an uncertain quantity.) But were this difficulty 
■overcome it would still be impossible owing to the fact that 
the raUway company has for the last few years set itself 
to capture the traffic. So much has this been the case 
that it is a question how long the lighter traffic will be 
able to fight the railway company. The railway company 
bas reduced its rates on most articles to such figures as 
leave lighter rates unremunerative. The only people 
who at present can use the lighter traffic to advantage 
are those whose business premises are alongside the river, 
aid where the lighters can he discharged into stores and 
sheds without carting. It follows that such people are at a 
336—11. 


distance from the railway, being on the river hank. 
One coal and timber firm whose retail yard is in the centre 
of the town has been captured by the railway company. 
In order to retain the lighter traffic it will be necessa^ 
to have a better water supply. There is no reservoir to feed 
the head level of the Lagan Canal and the small tributaries 
flowing in are very insufficient. There is a small reservoir 
for the Newry Canal, hut it is very inadequate. There was 
an arrangement made for pumping -n-ater from Lough 
Neagh into the Lagiin Canal, but it was badly con.stiueted 
and very imperfect, and it has not been used for a long 
number of years, the company complaining that it had no 
money to spend on the canal owing to the drain on its 
resources by the Ulster Canal. Both canals require 
cleaning out, os they are grown up with weeds, but this has 
not been done owing to insufficient revenue. I hand in 
two tables showing the tonnage through each canal by the 
same lighter for several years, and the loss tlirough light 
water is easily seen. In the years 1901 and 1905 it will be 
seen the average load from Belfast was 10 to 12 per cent, 
below the possible. As the expenses are the same on a 
small as on a large load the loss is very considerable. In 
the former year with full water we would have carried 
250 tons extra, in the latter 280 tons. The only extra 
cost would have been the dues at 9d. per ton, while the 
freight is 3s. 6d. As to the Ulster Canal we are unable to 
use it at all. Our lighters are built the full size of the 
Lagan Canal looks, which are 2J feet wider than the 
Ulster. It would be a calamity, if not of a national at 
least of an Irish character, to permit this canal to be 
dosed. To make it thoroughly efficient the locks should 
be made the same size as those of the Lagan, and I trust 
this honourable Commission will so recommend. The 
traders of Portadown have done ever3rthing in their 
power to develop and extend the water traffie much to the 
advantage of the general public. At present there is a 
very determined effort on the part of the railway company 
to capture the traffic. We are conscious however that to 
permit the waterways to fall into disuse would be a very 
retrograde step in Ireland where in' most cases railways 
have a monopoly. 

18721. Y"ou mentioned just now that the Lagan Canal 
boats can use your navigation on the Upper Bann ; can 
they use the whole of the Newry Navigation too ? Yes. 

16722. Do the boats on the Newry Navigation go round 
at all to the Ulster Canal ? — I do not think there is a Newry 
owned boat that goes through the Ulster Canal, but 
possibly I may be wrong. 

16723. But there is a certain amount of traffic from 
Portadown, at all events, which would be greater if the 
Ulster Canal locks could take the lighters which you use 
on the Upper Bann ? — Certainly ; we would ail try to 
develop a trade to Monaghan and Clones and F- n niskille Ti 
if we could send our lighters that way. 

16724. With respect to the control of the navigation 
f .om Portadown to Lough Neagh, the Upper Bann, is it the 

X 


Mr. W. M. 
Cioir, 

Portndotcii. 
1-2 Oct. 1906. 


Ulster Canal. 


U])per Baan. 
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Mr. 11'. M. same control aa the control of the water between Lough 
Cloir. Neagh and the Ulster Canal, that is tUu navigable part of 
J^ortodnmi. iiie Blackwater ? — Yes. 

12 0< IfliHi. 16723. It is under the same control ? — The same tugs 
carry the boats all through Lough Nt-agh to every point. 

16726. But the body that kee 2 >s your navigation in 
order or has the control of it, is the same body that keejM 
that part of the Blackwater in good order ? — Yes. 

10727. How is the drainage on the Ui3j>er Bann con- 
trolled ; — I think the only man who ciwi explain these 
things propei'ly to you is Mr. Rea, or .Mr. O’Neill the 
Enghieer for the Board, who lives in i’ortiidonn hut the 
River Baim is ch'ained by a company of which a 3Ir. 
Magahan was formerly seoretai-y. I do Jiot know whether 
he is the secretary now or not but we get a periodical 
visit once every’ three or four years from a series of dretlgers 
that go tlirough the j-iver. 

1672S. Is there anything else you wish to say on the 
subject of your navigation ; There aie no locks upon it ? 
—No. 

Tmthc. 10729. Have you said anything as to the amount of the 

traffic twtween Portadown and Newry ?— 40,000 tons 
would be the total traffic from Belfast and Newry coming 
into Portadown, and I suppose three-fourths of it would 
he Belfast, or two-thiids at any rate. 

10730. {Mr. Cwssley.) Does that 40,000 tons include 
the outgoing as well 1 — No, that is incoming traffic. 
Iinprovement- 16731. Why could you not rvith profit use the Ulster 
of Ulster boats to develop trade up the Ulster Canal ?— You see it 
C.mal. jj like this : take my individual trade, the only way I 

could make it pay to use the Ulster Canal would be to give 
an Ulster boat a load of maize from Belfast to Portadown 

and then load it at Portadown andsend it up to SFonaghan 

and Clones. 


you cannot load u’aggoua without a cost of 4 d or 6d 
and in addition to tliat you cannot load box wawona ’’ 
tliey do in America ; you have to put your grain in ba« 
whiol, ,, , ta of „ oeiUin porooniogo, 
load m bulk and dischaige m bulk. We save the iatr 
vention of bags. *' 

16745. {Mr. Vivian.) Have you formed any esUmste 
of what your proposals uould cost V— I am not makinir 
any proposals. I could not form any engineering cstima'.e^ 

10746. Have your people locally done anytliius of 
the sort ? You are making a preposnl with regard to 
the widening of tlio look, are you not ?— Yes ; I have no 
idea at all, but assuming that something ■n-ill be done for 
the Ulster Canal, I am simply pointing out tvhat would 
make It efficient. 

10747. Has any Jigoio been mentioned locallv 
Never. ■' ' 


16748. Witli regard to the railway culling, you speak 
very strongly with regarei to the action of the railway 
m cutting rates, and you have just given Mr. Crossley the 
rate per ton for corn and coal from Jielfast to Portadown 
I take it that at poiiiU with wliich the canal does not 
compete the rate for that same kind of commodity will 
be higher ; is that your assertion ?— Yes, we have gained 
in Portadown by having the water competition. At 
one time in the history of the railway company they 
made an attempt to charge a lesser rate to Portadown 
than they did to Lurgan, whicli is five miles nearer Belfast 
bub they did not continue it ' 

16749. Your suggestion is that they ate trying to 
ruin the canals and knock Uiem out 1 — They arc tryiagto 
capture the traffic which has been attached to the canals 
for yearn. Tliey ate trying this at the present time. 


Co.st of 
Carriage. 


16732. Why not ? — Because y 




r own Doats. 


10733. Would you put us to the expense of enlarging 
tlie locks right tlirough because you save the cost of 
buying the big boats ?— We would not, certainly not. 

16734. Why not have a shot at it and see if you cannot 
develop it, and see if you can encourage us to go further ? 
— It is a very competitive trade, but it would be worth 
following up if we could send our own boats. What 
1 would Uke to point out is that if uncertainty continues 
for a very few years longer there will be no bwts for the 
Ulster Canal at all, because there has not been an Ulster 
Canal boat built, I suppose, for ten or twelve years owing 
to the uncerUinty, and there are just a few old wooden 
boats in the traffic getting less and less every year I 
e.\pect. •' 

16735. Are you not just a little short of enterprise in 
this matter ? — No. 

16.30. You think not ?— No, but I make the best 
ease 1 can for the town before this Commission. We in 
Portadown cannot be blamed for want of enterprise 
1 suppose in the United Kingdom there is not a Wee 
where the commercial bone is so closely picked. 

16737. These Ulster boats will take 60 tons ?— Yes. 

16738. How many tons do vours take Ninctv 
on full water. 

16739. That is 50 per cent, more ?— Yes. 

16740. {Chairman.) You can carry grain much more 
economically on a 90-ton boat than on a 60-ton boat 5— 

10741. {Mr. Crossley.) I suppose we would both have 
o widen and lengthen the locks ?-No, the Ulster Canal 

lo£r ^ 

16742. It is simply a question of widening 2-Simpiy 
a question of widenmg. ® ^ 

R if carriage from 
Belfast to Portadown by your boats as compel with 
^e railway .—I can ; I believe at the present time, if I 
made a proposal to the Greet Northern to scuttle my 
boats in Lough Neagh I could get paid for them. The 
rate for giain fiom Belfast to Portadown is 3s Cd a tnn 
and the rate on coals is 3s. 3d. ’ ' 

O"** Kortheia 

at the pre,ent time would cany com from the Quay for 
*-8. V, c can load out of the ship without any cost,^ hut 


16750. What is the rate from Belfast to Lurgan ?— I 
will give you an illustration of liow they ere trying to 
^pture the traffic. I suppose you know Edwards’ 
Dessicated Soup ; you know the adveitisemont of it, 
which you will see in all the magazines, that manufacture 
has gone on on the banks of the Lagan, a mile or so 
from the Great Northern Railway station. We carry 
potatoes to that factory, and we were getting a rate of 
3s. 6d. a ton from Portadown, and our lighter was able 
to discharge the potatoes into tlie manufactory. It 
was not a remunerative rate, and we tried to get a better 
rate, and they came hack and told us that the railway com- 
pany had been with them and would carry tliem by the 
railway, and do carUng for 3s. 6d,, an unheard-of rate 
heretofore. Do you see my point T 

16751. I see that point, but I do not see a comparison 
made between a point where the canal comiietes and 
where the canal does not compete. You have given no 
comparative rates. Do 3 mu suggest they would not do 
that at any other point on tlie canal ?— I will give you a 
CMC m point. Armagh is 34 miles from Belfast or there- 
abouta and Monaghan is 16 or 16 miles further, and there 
IS practically the same rate on breadatuffs to Monaghan 
03 there is to Armagh. 

10752. That is my point— the same rate ’—There is 
practically the same rate on broad stuffs to Armagh and to 
Monaghan. 


16753. And on coal I tliink so. 

16764. And on corn ? — Yes, and not only so, but the 
railway company now will give you free storage at 
Monaghan. 

16765. {Chairman.) Armagh suffers because it lias not 
got the water competition ? — Yos. 

16766. (dfr. Snowden.) 1 understood you to say that „„ - 
one of the factors accounting for the prosperity of Porta- - 
d^ was its communication by water with Belfast ?- 


1676i. That communication appears to include the 
crossing of Lough Neagh ; is that so ? Yea. 


f « A ° chffieulty in that 

pan of the watercourse between Belfast and Portadown ? 

Ihere is an occasional delay in rough water or foggy 
weather, but I might give you this as an answer, tliat I 
do not believe there is an insurance on any lighter or 
that tte cargo is ever insured ; we take our own rUk 
entirely. 
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1 "59. Do you mean the risk is so great that no in- 
siiraiiee company would take it ? — No, the risk is so 
infinitesimally small that we take it upon ourselves. 

16760. You have never hod any idea, I suppose, 
\rith the object of avoiding the navigation of Lough 
Neagh, of proposing the construction of a canal, say, 
from Portadown to some point on the Lagan Naadgation 
on the other sido of Lough Neagh ? — Oh no, I never 
heard it mooted until a day or two ago when I heard 
there was a scheme suggested hy some Lurgan friends 
who would naturally like the canal brought into the 
town of Lurgan. 

16761. What would your idea be of a canal cut from 
Portadown through Lurgan ? — Perhaps I could hardly 
give a disinterested opinion upon that ; I can give you an 
answer, that so far as the Portadown people are concenied 
we would rather see the canal continued from Lisburn 
to Belfast. I would say unquestionably it would not 
be worth the expense. 

. 16762. I noticed that you appeared {I think you were 

: quite right) to attach great importance to having a return 

I load ? — Yes. 

1 16763. Do you see any prospect of being able to develop 

* that traffic ?— We only hope it will continue as good ns it 

, is at present ; wo have never earned any revenue from a 

return load until the last two years, that is, myself per- 

I sonelly. I own five lighters and we never earned any- 
thing until the last two or three years. 
r*relcpment 16764. Y'ou think there is a prospect of its continued 
• tiTriKc. development? — We hope so; it may not be telling a 

secret, but the proprietors of Molnsaino Meal are sup- 
plying themselves with peat moss litter from Porta- 
down or the noighbourhood of Lough Neagh and thei'c 
is considoralile traffic at the. present time, and so long as 
that contract continuo-< it will be a source of revenuo to 
the lighter owners of the neigh bonrliood. Tliere is an 
increasing trade in tlic ordinary peat moss litter for hoiec 
bedding. 

' 16765. I was just coming to that point ; I noticed 

your reference to the trade in peat moss litter, but still, 
recognising that increase, the trade is still only an in- 
significant one, I believe ? — We are in a peculiar position, 
because the trade in peat moss litter from our neighbour- 
hood suffered a very serious drawback through the 
electrification of the Belfast trams, because it was Porta- 
down people who had the contract for the tramway 
company when it was a horse tramway, and we have not 
reached, or anything like reached, the position we were in 
before tliat took place. 

16766. We have heard in the course of our inquiries 
about the very large amount of peat moss litter im- 
ported into Belfast from the Continent of Europe, and, 
30 far as wo were able to gather, tho foreign importations 
are two or three times the total amount of the i>eat moss 
litter produced in Ireland. In view of that fact do you not 
think there is a prospect of considerable development ? — 
I think so, because I think in the first place we can soil 
it as cheap as the imported moss litter, and the only 
possible objection would be that Irish peat moss litter 
would not be quite as dry. 

16767. I was just going to ask whether you considered 
there was an3rthing in tho nature of Irish peat moss litter 
j that would prevent you competing successfully with the 

* foreign article ?— We have a very enterprising firm 

working at Maghery beside Portadown at the present 
I time, and I suppose they have spent £20,000 or £30,0ft0 

I e.tperimenting on the development of peat in various 

forms, and I think they are going eventually to succeed 
in ousting the foreign competition. 

, 16768. Only one other question: you appeared to atl- 

j Tocate, shall I say, the continuance or improvement of 

V the waterway as a means of cutting down railway rates. 

• Supposing you had nothing at all to complain of in the 

’ matter of railway rates, would you still consider it wise 

I to invest a considerable amount of money in the im- 

I provement of these waterways Do you mean to ask 

. as a commercial speculation, would Irish people improve 

the Ulster Canal, for illustration ? It would take you 
to appeal to the most philanthropic people in Ireland to 
get the capital necessary ; that would be my answer. 

16769. (Jfr. KiUich) There would be more phil- 
anthropy than profit then ? — Yes. I think that would 
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he a straightforward answer. It would only be the philan- -Vr, }V. 2f. 
thropic people in Ireland you might expect subscriptions Clou:, 
from. J'o rlu^rji'm , 

16770. (.1/r. Siicivden.) I take it that you want the )o jqije. 

water competition to be maintained as a means of keep- 

ing down railway rates 7 — I think I have a higher idea 
than that. 

16771. But you do not think that if the railway rates luilway 
were reasonable there would be much prospect of an Kates, 
increase in the traffic by water. 1 would put it in tlris 
way : supposing you wanted to send goods from Porta- 
down to Belfast and the question of competition were 
out of the consideration altogether ; for instance, atippos- 
ing the railway rates were fixed on a reasonable basis and 
you knew there was no likelihood of the competition of 
the water injuring these railway rates, would you prefer 
to send your goods by rail or by water ? — The trader 
e.vpects an advantage in rate for sending by lighter 
because tlie traffic is not so sate and secure as it is by 
railway. You have the speed of the railway as com- 
pared with the uncertainty of the lighter. People have 
to get a slight consideration on that account. For 
illustration, they would hardly give us 3s. 6d. for carrying 
goods to Belfast by water if they could get a rate of 3s. 6d. 
by rail. What we hope for in keeping a traffic open for 
outward goods from Portadown, take farm produce for 
illustration, is that our ability to carry hay and potatoes 
depends principally in being able to send our barges along, 
side the steamer that takes the goods out of Ireland. We • 
have always a prospect of securing the traffic under 
such conditions. 

16772. And there would have to be a very considerable 
cheapness in the case of sending by rail to compensate 
for the increased cost of transit from the railway to the 
sliip ? — -Tiiat depends upon the kinds of goods very 
much. .As to potatoes, hay, and things like that, the 
merchant’s profit on these articles is very small, and a con- 
sideration of 6d. or Is. a ton is a very material thing, and 
they will put up with inconvenience to secure that. 

10773. You arc aware, I suppose, that there is an in- 
quiry going on into the question of the control of the 
Irish railwaj^ ? — Yes. 

16774. Supposing as an outcome of that inquiry the Contioi. 
railways were put under State control and they were tun 
as a sort of assistance to the development of the industry 
of the country, under those circumstances would you 
advise this Commission to recommend money being spent 
upon tile development of what is at the present time a 
competing waterway ? — I may say that judging from the 
way the State has controlled the telegraphs and the 
telephone system, I am not a strong advocate of State 
control other than that it would prevent what are at 
present great inequalities by competing railway systems. 

I do not admire State control in commerce to any appre- 
ciable extent, but I would assume that in the case of 
State control in railways there would likely be State 
control in connection with the canals, and under the 
circumstances I would answer your question. Yes. 

1C775. (J/r. Davison.) As I understand, your point is 
that your 90-ton lighter carries ninety tons for the same 
cost as your 60-ton lighter carries sixty tons ? — Except 
the dues. 

16776. On the cargo, but the cost of carriage is tho 
same ? — The cost of haulage and tonnage is quite the 

16777. And therefore the additional tonnage makes all 
the difference between profit and loss in your undertaking V 

16778. And it enables you to compete even with the 
low railway rates ? — Yes. 

16779. You mentioned that you had built lately a barge 
that would carry 95 tons trading on the Lagan (. anal ? — 

I have built two this year. 

16780, Would you mind telling me the dimensions, or do 
you remember them ? — I can tell you the dimensions 
within a foot or two in this way, that as far as my in- 
formation goes the Lagan looks are 64 feet by 1.5 feet and 
our barge would be possibly 62 feet by 14 feet 8 inches or 
so. We built them exactly to fit the locks. 

16781. You built them of exactly the size that the locks 
could open their gates at ? — Yes. 

X2 
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il/r. n'. 3[. 16782. So they would be of a different dimension from 

_ fhe dimension given in books as to the size of the look; they 

^orla^iiii. would be shorter J — I am sorry I could not give you that 
1-2 Oel. 1006, “'“mMi"”- 

16783. What draught ore these boats of yours light ?— 

5 feet 8 inches is the standard full drauglit. 

16783. Loaded ? — Loaded. 

16785. How much do they draw light ? — I suppose 3 
feet. 

16 1 86. Would you have any objection in sending to the 
secretary particulars of these new barges you have built ? 
— I Vfiil do so Tvith great pleasure. 

ImproTement 16787. (2Ir. GHffith.) May I take it that apart from tlie 
<’t L Ister question of cost, which you do not wash to enter into, you 
are decidedly of opinion that the Ulster Canal should be 

brought up to the gauge of the Lagan and the Newiy ? 

If it is ever to be made efficient. 

16/88. That is if it is not to be given up ? Tea. The 

assumption naturally is that the longer the distance the 
heavier the load. I do not know that it would ever be 
possible to carry successfully to Enniskillen a 60-ton 
load, but it would certainly be very effective if you could 
carry 90 tons. 

16789. With regard to the obstruction of Lough Neagh : 
Lough Neagh is a greater obstruction to a 60-ton boat 
than to a 90 ton boat ? — No, I do not think there is any 
, difference in getting through. 

16790. Not even in bad weather ?— Not even in bad 
weather because all boats are loaded down to within a foot 
of the top of the rail. 

16791. And you do not think the obstruction to naviga- 
tion across Lough Neagh would be greater for a small 
barge than for a large boat ? — I do not think so; I never 
heard any complaint of that kind. 

16792. Of course you do not, because you do not take 
the big boats across ?— All lighters cross the Lough no 
matter where they go. " 

16793. With regard to the Ballinamore Canal, I do not 
know whether you have considered the question as to the 
advisabihty of re-opening it?— I would not discuss that 
question at all. 

^ery little traffic on the 
Ulster Canal now ? — I knew comparatively little as to the 
tonnage untU I read it in Mr. Rea’s evidence ; I hod 
expected it would have been considerably more. 

' difference between the two canals, the Lacan 

and the Lister, seems to be 3 feet in width of lock and 6 
inches m depth of water ?— Yes. 

16796. do you consider that those two elements 
make the Ulster Canal now practically useless, and if 
removed would make it of public utility and a temunera- 
tive concern ?— Yes, 1 do. 

16/ 9 / . You think it would be remuuerative ia the sense 
of paying an income on the outlay ?— I would hardly go 
so far as to say that. •' ® 

16798. You shake your head, but I should like to have 
somet^g a bttle more audible ?-I would doubt very 
much if It would pay a dividend if the money had to be 
found from private enterprise. 

18799. Would you think it right that the pcbiic (be- 
cause somebody must pay, you know) should pay the 
D goods cheaply on the Ulster 

^anal .—Perhaps I can put it in this way, if you were 
holding an inquiry as to the desirabUity of iakiug a canal 
Lough Erne at the present time, I 
would come and give my evidence amnst such a nro 
posal as a commercial transaction, but when you are 
considenng the question of allowing a canal at pr^ent to 
constructed, to become derelict. 

I would say strongly, keep it open if at all possible. 

16801) I do not know whether vou are aware t-h/./ 
hundreds of thousands of tons are conveyed in ^gland 
with locks between seven and eight feet 'wide hare 

seen one or two of those canals and barges in going along 
the railway, and I was surprised, and I wo^ Lll So 
an.xious to find out how such traffic pays, because l ean 
assure you it would not pay in Ireland “ 

JO&OI. The Ijye-traders in England am n«f *i, 
habit of worling fo, nothing would .ctomt fo, ft 


perhaps in this way, that you have a mineral traffic in 
England that we know nothing about in this country 
The prospects of return loads on the Ulster Canal are not 
very bright under any conditions. 

16802. .And therefore if you have a 90-ton boat it 
would come back empty instead of a 40-ton boat ?— If 
the 90-ton boat got the freight to Hones it would come 
back empty and still have something for its labour. 

16803. {Sir Francis Hoptwod.) 1 gather you think p 
there ia a future for canals in Ireland, and tJiat they will Ca I* 
serve a useful purpose ?— I do not say that unreservedly, Iiebni'' 
but there is a greater reason for their existence in 
Ireland than in any other part of the United Kingdom, 
because railway traffic is in most instances a monopoly. 

16804. The canals being here you tliink that if they are 
put into an efficient condition to carry the best and the 
most traffic., they will serve a useful purpose ?— 1 would 
not say that under any circumstances ; I do not know 
the conditions that obtain in these two Dublin canals, for 
illustration, and certainly with regard to that canal that 
runs alongside the Midland Railway and is owned by 
it, I do not think they care whether it is put in 
condition or not. 


16805. That is the Royal Canal ? — That is the Royal 
Canal. I do not think it ia worthy of serious consideration, 
and the fact that it is a privately owned canal with a 
railway running through a district where there is a very 
limited traffic makes it a very different thing from these 
two canals that I am acquainted witL I am convinced 
that it would be a most desirable thing to put the Ulster 
Canal into good condition, but I do not anticipate that 
there would ever be traffic through Ireland away to 
Limerick and into the Shannon if the canals were in the 
most efficient order. I do not think there would ever be a 
paying traffic into the centre of Ireland in that way. 

10806. You appeared to me to give a very fair answer 
when you said that the canals being there it was a pity 
that they should fall into disuse : what do you think 
would be the effect of their falling into disuse ?— If you 
took the water from the Ulster Canal the Great Northero 
Railway would have better profits. 

16807. You assume that they would at once charge 
higher rates ? — Yes, at a number of points. 

16808. Does not the Great Northern, by the way, 

charge nearly up to its maximum powers already ’ I 

would not like to say; I do not know that. 

16809. Anyhow, on the general question I understand 
that you would be in favour of a careful diacrimination 
as between canal and canal in Ireland ?— As to the 
expenditure of the money that might be obtainable. 
16810 . As to theexpenditureof public money ?— Yes/ 

16811. In suitable cases you think that the expenditure 
of money would bo valuable ?— I believe it would. When 
you sec public-spirited enterprise trying to maintain 
watenvays, I think the people there should get more 
consideration than where things have been allowed to lie 
derelict for years and years without any effort. 


16812. 1 think that is a very fair point, but what I w«uv 
to know IS this : do you think that the advance of money Expraditoi 
for the purpose of putting the canals into the beat order 
would sufficiently meet the case, or do you think it would 
be neoessa^ to go further and put them under State 
conteo .—I have already given an answer as to State 
control : I would like to know something about wbat was 
meant by it. 


“y question ; I am putting a 
different question to you. I understand that you have a 
ve^ reasonable prejudice against State control. I want 
«ot b» mffloimt 

for the State to make the necessary advance to good 
conceras to put them in proper order and not to go any 
^rther, that is not to accept the responsibilities for 
subsequent management?—! would certainly be in 
favour of exacting responsibffitiw for management, 

you M ould not be content 
f oontnbution to put the canals into proper 
'“I’?®* “ State the obligation 

^s« that the canals were thereafter properly main tBined ? 

fif ^ further, too. and say that the 

®^°oid contribute 

a proportion of the expense. 
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16816. You observe that by doing so you commit the 
State to an unascertained liability, namely the liability for 
loss in management in all time to .come. That is hardly 
consistent with your economic doctrine ?— It may be the 
lesser of evils, you know. 

16816. It would be more expensive, but I do not want 
to press you. 

16817. (CAni'nnan.) With respect to Enniskillen, I 
think you said you thought that if the Ulster Canal were 
made navigable by 90-ton boats there might be a trade 
with Enniskillen ? — Yes. 

16818. Do you expect any considerable trade between 
Enniskillen and Belfast ?— I was speaking inferentially 
so far as my memory goes, and so far as I have any infor- 
mation there never was much of a trade over the Ulster 
Canal so far inland as Enniskillen— and I was meaning 
that it would only be by putting the canal in such a con- 
dition that large boats could go to Enniskillen that a 
trade would be passible at ail. I would like to guard 
myself against assuming that even if that were done a very 
considerable trade would ensue, and I will give you the 
reason ; there is a raiiway from flligo to Enniskillen that 
has only emerged from the control of tlie Board of Works, 
and nobody knows the rates that the Enniskillen merchants 
pay on that niilway. They cam make their own rates, 
practically. 

16819. But your point was that the only chance of 
opening up a trade by water with Enniskillen would 
be if the Ulster Canal locks were so enlarged that the 
Lagan lighters of 90 tons could pass ? — That is my point. 

16820. (Jlfr. Vinian.) I gather from you that you con- 
sider there is great economy in the larger barge ? — Oh yes. 

16821. Take, for instance, a 40-ton barge and a 00-ton 
Toomyof what is the gain per ton, roughly 1 — I could not 

ixirgc. question offhand. I may say that tl»e general 

rule in managing barges is this, that the lighterman gets 
the half of the net profit ; that is to say, assuming a lighter 
brings 80 tons of corn from Belfast to Portadown, the gross 
rate on that is £14, the expenses are £7, and the lighterman 
gets the half of the £7. 

IC822. So that if you increased the barge what would 
be the effect ?— If you increase the load it pays the lighter- 
owner to send his boat a longer distance. For illustra- 
tion, a boat could not go from Belfast to Enniskillen, 
discharge its load and come back under a fortnight; what 
the lighterman gets is his wage and the wage of his helper. 


16823. So that he would rather have a 90-ton barge ? — M>\ TT’ ilf. 
Yes, he would not go on to a small barge and go away as Clov, 
far as Slonaghan and Clones. Porladoicn. 

16824, So that there is great economy in the larger I2(5rf. 1906. 
barge ? — There is great economy in the larger barges. 

16825. (C/iafrnKin.) There would be two people who 
would be great gainers by the larger barge, the owner 
of the barge and the merchant who was employing the 
barge ? — Yes. 

16826. (J/r. Vivian.) Supposing it was a 40-ton barge 
what would be the result ? — In that case the total freight 
would be only £7, and the expenses would be the same 
as in Ihs larger load, except the dues at 9d. per toa 
would only be payable on 40 tons. If it were a 40-ton 
barge you would have to pay the hghterman wage.s as 
he would not work on half shares. I think Mr. Bea 
has to pay the lightermen going on the Ulster Canal 
wages because they will not have the half profit 
system, as it is too little for them. 

16827. It is really the difference between bankruptcy 
and becoming a millionaire ? — It is something like that. 

If the water got so low that we could only take half a 
load we would carry on the same arrangement as if it 
was an 80-ton or a 90-ton load, because the lighterman 
would have just to work on the average load, but in 
that case he would not get wages that would support 
him. 

16828. {Chairman.) That is when you are running an 
80-ton lighter at a light weight he has to put up with the 

16829. Supposing instead of the 80-ton lighters you 
had 40-ton lighters you would not get half of the total 
profit, because more than half of the total profit would 
have to go in paying the lightermen ?— Yes, we would 
have to pay them wages, and we would not get them 
to nrirk on half profits under those conditions. 

16830. Therefore your profit on 80 tons would be very 
seriously less if you had to employ two 40-ton lighters 
instead of one 80-ton lighter ? — There would be no 40-ton 
lighters ; they would be the same lighters under any 
conditions, and if the waterway became so bad that we 
only averaged 60 tons or anything below 60 tons it 
would not be worth our while to run the lighters at all. 

Tht Witness icithdrctc. 


Mr. WiUiAii R. Rea, recalled ; and further Examined. 


16831. {Chairman.) What is the size of your locks ? — 
The sizes vary a little. 

16832. What is the smallest ’—The size of boats we 
pass according to our Regulations is 62 feet by 14 feet 6 
'itili. inches on the Lagan and 62 feet by 11 feet 6 inches on the 
Ulster Canal — the Ulster Canal locks ace a little longer, 
but as the lighters alrco t all pass over the Lagan first 
we practically do not pass anything more than 62 feet 
cn the Ulsler Cana!. 

16833. (Jfr. Crossley.) In each case is the draught the 
same 1 — No, the Ulster maximum is 5 feet, while on the 
Lagan it is 5 feet 6 inches draught. 

16834. {Chairman.) I see you can rely on the state- 
ment as to the actual size of the locks on the map ; the 
shortest length is 70 feet, the smallest width is 15 feet 3 
inches, and the smallest depth 5 feet 6 inches ? — I take it 
that length is measured out to the gates, and the 
boats are not pot over the sill of the locks, whoh 
accounts for the difference. The sizes I have given are 


those at which lighters are passed imder exittlng con. ^Ir.Jl.B. 

Xw'« 

16835. I see the smallest depth on the lock is 5 feet 6 1 NMrigation 

That is our maximum draught for lighters on the Lagan; ii/niiiuiiy. 

it depends on the time of year, and at a dry time such as ^ 

a few days ago we do nothave 5 feet 6incbes. Our maxi- 
mum draught is 5 feet 6 inches. 

16836. Then these boats cannot use the Coalisland 
Canal ? — The Coalisland Canal length and width would be 
the same, but the maximum draught there is 5 feet. 

16837. {Mr. Killicl.) The same as the Ulster ? — Yes, 
the same as the Ulster draught. The Ulster Canal 
jiasses lighters 62 feet by 11 feet 6 inches with a 
maximum draught of 5 feet. 

16838. {Hr. Davison.) Do you know the Newry ?— 

I think they give a 5 feet draught and the same lighters 
go through as on the Lagan exactly. 

The Witness u-ilhdrem. 


Sir. George Bright, called ; and Examined. 


16839. {Chairman.) You come 
Yes. 

16840. WTiat is your position there ? — -A merchant 
and builder. I have a statement here, it I might read 
it. It is at present contemplated to spend £200,000 
biwer Bann £250,000 to control the annual fiooding of Lough 
•''‘viyition. Neagh and its tributaricB, and Lower Bann outlet, and 
the plan proposed destroys the canal traffic on the Low er 
Bonn and interferes materially with the existing fishery 
rights. At present there is only one known outlet from 


the Lough to the sea for the large catchment area which H’r.G. Bright, 
it serves as a reservoir. It appears to me that a second do rtwe an, 
outlet could be constructed that would serve the require- jq 

ments, costing leas, and that would not interfere with or “ 

injure any existing navigation or fishery, but would 
materially benefit the NewTy Canal Navigation and 
benefit the whole country from Carlingford Lough to 
Coleraine Harbour and all the adjoining country bor- 
dering the navigation of the Lough and its tributaries as 
well as the Lower Bann. The proposal that I would 
suggest was recommended by an engineer in 1822 to the 


fiom Fortadown ? — 
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^r> Navigation in the follo-n-ing ords :— “ It appears 

Pu riad(. v:n. to mo that this Navigation is capable of a singular im- 
I'i Oi-L 1900. the effect of T\-hieh troold be of the greatest 

possible benefit not only to the trade of Nevrry, but to 

the -whole country’ round Lough Neagh. The summit 
level of the canal is only 2] feet above the summer level of 
the lake, and three miles long, the soil is soft and much 
of it bog, and of little value ; it would be no great expense 
or difficulty to cut it out and bring the surface level of 
Lough Neagh through the valley giving a supply of water 
to the canal,” (That is the navigation between Newry 
and Warren Point.) "That would be abundant and 
inexhaustible, saving also the passage of three locks 
on one side and four on the other.” He proposed to 
bring the level on to the town of Newry, which the ground 
readily admits of. so that the whole inland trade may be 
done without lockage at all, and the cut may be of such 
dimensions as to admit of steam vessels. If this pro- 
position was useful in 1S22 it would be equally useful 
and beneficial nt the present time as the circumstances 
are vei-y little changed. There is a deficiency of water 
in the canal, only 4 feet to 4 feet 3 can be aUowcd for 
inland traffic which means .-i loss for working, whereas, if 
the source of supply was the lake reser\-oir the supply 
would be more than ample— indeed the engineer referred 
to estimated the surplus power at 3,000 horse power, and 
if this could be obtained it would be a valuable asset. 


but 1 fear wc could not take credit for anything like 
this power now as the Lower Bann is capable of dealing 
with the whole of the summer rainfall, and all we could 
depend on would bo tlio •winter rainfall, which would 
fluctuate too much and be unrehable. 


IG841. (jl/r. Davison.) Where is the summit on the 
Newry Canal ? — About Poyntz Pass. 

16842. How long did you say it was ’—Three miles. 

16S43. {Mr. Crosslaj.) Tiiat sounds to mo a very 
practical suggestion : have you had any estimate made 
of the cost ? — Well I reckon the first three miles might l « 
done for £12,000 a mile. 

16844. Your idea is simply to di'iiin from the otlier end 
instead of from the Coleraine end ?— Yes. to have two 
openings. 

16843. What is the level of Lough Neagh 50 feet 

above the sea ?— 45 feet. 

1684C. So you drain down both ways ?— Yes. 

IC847. And get a better access to Newry t—k very 
much better access, in fact you could havo a threugh 
traffic for steamers from Carliugford Lough to Coleraine 
Harbour the whole way 


The Tl’fincss withdrew. 


-Mr. Jons Smith, called; and Examined. 


(Chairman.) Do you reside at Clones ?— I do. 

16S49. Are you a member of the County Council of the 
12OCM90C. Monaghan and Chairman of the District 

(. ouncil of Clones ?— Yea, and a member of the Urban 

Council of Clones also. 

Clster Caual. 16850. You can sjieak principally .about the Ulster 
Cana] ; it has been for some years in what you consider a 
neglected condition ’ — Yes. 

I685I. For how long has it not been navigable above 
C ones ’—About twenty years, that is the west end of 
Clones on to Lough Erne. 

16852, TMiat is the length of the canal from Clones to 
where it joins Lough. Emc ?— About five miles, 

1C8S3. Lough Emc as we have heard is navigable do-u-n 
to BeDeek ? — Yes. 

16S34. ^'\ hat is necessary in order to make the Ulster 
Canal a successful waterway ?— It requires from Clones 
a thorough overhauling and cleaning. At the present 
time it is in a most terrible state, all overgrown with 
weeds and dirt, and I think in some places the banks 
would want to be strengthened. 

16835. Would there be much expense in putting the 
part above Clon^ into order ’ — There -u-ould not. 

16836. And between Clones and Lough Neagh there 
would be a veiy moderate expense ’—Yes, I do not ex. 
peet it would be very much. I cannot speak for that 
so very much, however. 

1685T. Do you think that in some places the canal 
needs widening and deepening ?— 1 would not say it needs 
-widening ; I think the canal is wider than the bridges 


16858. What you mean is really the clearing out of the 
weeds and the growth of rushes, and so on, near the 
bank ’—Yes, and in some cases strengthening the banks 
and a better water supply. • 

16859. Would it be necessary in order to make this 
MnaJ^more useful to establish a regular system of transit ? 

16800. A more regular service ’—Yes, and if possible 
to run It by steam or petrol power. The horse power 
IS very slow. ^ 

16861. I suppose the navigation of Dcugh Neach is 
always an interference with the regular sendee ?—l 
cannot ans-wer chat question. ^ 

16S62 You conpWi, of the .Iotoo! of tie present 
service by horses ?— V\ e do very much. 

1 6S63. Do you attach importance to the opening up of 
the communication -with Lough Erne Yesf I do 


16864, Do yon think that tie towns on Lough Erne and 
especially Enniskillen, would give any considerable 
amount of trade to Belfast ? — Ye,s, I would say Bclturbet 
and Enniskillen would give trade to Belfast, and there are 
a considerable number of gentlemen living along the 
banks of Lough Erne -who would take a lot of their coal 
that way as it would be handier for them than the rail. 
For instance, there is Lord Lanosborough, Lord Erne, 
Mr. Massy-Bei-esford, the Honourable Hugh Ward, 
Captain Tippens and Colonel Saunderson. They all 
live on the shores of Lough Erne and they would gel 
their coal much easier if the canal was navigable on 
from Clones than from the rail. I can speak for one 
merchant in Clones that last year, had the canal been 
opened from Clones on to Lough Erne, could have de- 
livered over 4,000 tons of coal to these gentlemen. 

16865. Did you hear what the last witness said as to 
the importance of enlarging the looks on the Ulster 
Canal, and that there would not be much through traffic 
to Lough Erne unless the lighters used on the Lagan 
could come up the Ulster Canal ?— Yea, I did. 

16866. What is your view on that point ? — Enlarging 
the locks would perhaps be very expensive, and then 
wodd the banks cany the large barges ? I would 
be in fa-vour of the large barges if the banks would carry 
them without considerable expense, and I beliove the 
scarcity of water might prevent that too. 

16887. Have you anything to say on tire scarcity 
of Water ?— Yes. 


16868. my is thei'e any difficulty about water’— 
I believe if they enlar-ged the reservoir at Ballymote, 
what they call the high level, they could have a much 
better supply of water on the Blackwater than they have 
at present. Tlien at the other end at Lough Erne, if 
they put on a windmill or a pump they could fill out 
of the River Emo that upper end of the canal from 
Clones to Lough Erne. I believe the scarcity of water 
m many cases delays them, and makes them bring a 
lighter barge than if they hod plenty of water. En- 
larging the locks would be very expensive. 


Water 

Suppi.v. 


18869. Do you think it would be bettor’ tliat this 
Ulster Canal should be under national control rather than 
under the control of a company ? I do. 


1687(). On what grounds ’—I thiulr if it was under 
national control it could be run cheaper and better. 

Great Northern would not have the away over 
It then, and there would be less pay to the director’s. 


16871. ^uld you give any facts as to the local rates, Bates, 
and the effect of the waterway upon them ? Does the 
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waterway cause your rates of carriage to be lower than 
tiiey would otherwise he ? — -Yea. 

16S72. Will you give one or two illustrationa of that ; 
take the rates by the Great Northern Railway Company 
for flour, and Uien give the rates by water ? — The rate 
by rail for 5-ton lots is 8s. 4d. a ton, and by water 7s. 

IC873. {Mr. Killick.) From where to where ? — From 
Belfast to Clones. 

16874. {C'toimn»4.) Nowgivetheratesforbrnn ? — Bran 
is 8s. 8d. in 2-ton lots by rail, and 8s. by canal. 

16876. By canal it would be in 5-ton lots 1 — Anything 
over two tons goes at the same rate. I may not be 
correct in all these figures, but they are as neat as I 
could get. 

1C876. For coal? — I do not exactly know tlie rate 
for coal from Belfast by rail, but it is Gs. 3d. per ton 
from Belfast to Clones by canal. It is 6s. a ton from 
Newry by rail, so I suppose it would be about Os. G.l. from 
Belfast. 

16877. Are the rates for other goods less by canal than 
by the Great Northern Railway as a rule ? — They are 
less by canal in every instance. 

1C878. In its present condition the canal is not u.«ed 
as much os it might be ? — It is uot. 

10879. And you do not think until properly opened 
up it will bo regularly used ? — It would be much better 
if it was properly opened up, and a quicker and a more 
constant service given. I may say if it was opened up into 
Lough Erne there would bo a great deal of stuff to come 
back from Lough Erne. For instance, rough tiial.er and 
farm produce, such as- hay and other things of that kind, 
could come back into the Belfast market, and they could 
command a good price for it. Tliey have to draw it 
from the outlying districts of Fermanagh by rail, which 
is a very expensive matter, so that they have not very 
much profit at the end. 

16880. Would you like to see all these navigations in 
the same bands — take Lough Erne, the Ulster Canal, the 
Upper Bann and the others which are now under the 
Lagan Canal 7 — I would like to see them all under State 
control. 

-tr.iilgaiii.a- 16881. One point is that you are particularly anxious 
:icnant! that they should be amalgamated under one control, 
tsDtrol. is it not ? — Yes. 

16882. And you tbink that one control had better 
be State control than anything else 7 — Yes, I do, in 
fact I would like to see railways treated in the same way. 

16883. Could you give any reason for that opinion 7 — 
I think it would be done much cheaper, and the pubbe 
would get more benefit by it than paying laige dividends 
to any individual company. 

16884. Do you know much about districts which are 
served by railway and not served by canal, like, for ex- 
ample, Armagh 7 Do they have to pay heavier rates 
than you pay at Monaghan and Clones 7 — I could not 
answer that. 

16885. (Mr. Crosaley.) How many boats a week do 
you get to Clones now ? — Sometimes there does not come 
to one at all ; some years ago the Clones merchants tried 
to give all their trade to the canal, and they found they 


could not possibly deal with the Canal Company as the Mr. 
latter were unable to bring the stuff quick enough to Ctonrs. 
Cion. a. Were it not for that we could have given a,_ ^ . 
great deal more trade. O^.^19uo. 

lOSSO. What is the population of Clones 7 — Four 
thousand or thereabouts. 

10887. (Mr. ■S'lioicden.) The trade declined, I under- 
stood you to say in answer to Mr. Crossley, because of the 
delay in getting the goods 7 — Yes. 

1C83S. How are any of the proposals you have put for- 
ward going to hasten the delivery of goods 7 — I imagine if it 
was possible for steam boats to be run on it, either by petrol 
or other motor power, if the banks could be capable of 
bolding it. 

10889. {Mr. Killkh.) You gave us one rate for flour. Rates. 

8i- 4d. for a 5-ton load by rail, and 7s. by water ; are 
there now bye-traders who are prepared to carry flour 
to Clones at 7s. a ton from Belfast ? — Yes, there are any 
amount of traders. 

16890. You could get it carried at that rate 7 — Yes, 7s. 
by canal. 

1CS91. Therefore at the present moment there is a 
differential in favour of the canal of Is. 4d. a ton 7 — Yes. 

As I bave already stated, we would be in favour of giving 
that canal a great deal more trade from Clones if they 
were only a little quicker. 

16892. Therefore your difficulty upon the canal is not 
narrow locks, or want of depth, or anything of that kind, 
but speed 7 — Yes. Of course if they bad more water in 
it that would be an improvement also. I consider the 
canal quite wide enough. 

16893. I agree you did represent more water as a 
necessity 7 — Yes. 

16894. Do you anticipate that a steamer would give 
you 8 much better rate of speed 7 — I would. 

16895. You bave no experience personaUy 7 — No ; I 
expect it would have a better speed than horse power. 

16896. What speed would you anticipate by steamer ? — 

If they were not delayed at the stations at Middletown or 
Monaghan they should be able to make Clones in two days. 

16897. What speed per hour 7 — I could not answer 
that correctly. 

1689S. {Mr. Crossley.) What is the distance from. 

Clones to Belfast 7 — Seventy miles, I suppose, but I am 
not sure. 

16899. {Chairman.) How long does it take a boat now to 
come from Belfast to Clones 7 — I could hardly tell you how 
long it takes a boat, but I know only last week I was 
getting stuff myself from Belfast, and it was twenty-one 
days from the time it was invoiced in Belfast until it came 
to Clones. That is a slow enough process. I forgot to 
mention that it would be a great facility if there were 
better store facilities in Belfast for taking -the stuff in 
when the wholesale merchants delivered the stuff, because 
I have known cases where a large consignment of timber 
was delivered at the canal, and there not being any 
storage accommodation for it, it bad to be retained and 
sent by raiL 

The Wilness icillidrew. 


Mr. F. W. Pollock, called ; and Examined. 


16900. {Chawmn.) You are Town Clerk of Luigan 7 — 
I am. 

16901. Lurgaa is situated a little more than a mile from 
Lough Neagh at'Kinnego Out? — About a mile from Lough 
Neagh. 

16902. Are you about three miles from Ellis's Cut 7 — 
Yes. 

16903. Is that where the Lagan Canal joins Lough 
Neagh 7 — Exactly. 

16904. How many tons of goods were brought up to 
Kinnego last year from Belfast 7 — There were about 
8,000 tons came from Belfast to Kinnego Cut last year, 
end it is expected, in fact there are contracts placed, by 
which that would be increased by almost 2,000 tons this 
year. 


16905. Could it be largely augmented if larger loads j, 
could be taken and quicker transit were available 7 — It pou'ark , ' 

could. Liirgitn. 

16906. Your complaint is not as to the size of the boats igoQ_ 

as I understand, but that they often have to run light 7 — 

The boats which are owned by Mr. Green, who is practically Co.-upla'nts. 
the largest lighter owner on the Lagan Canal, and who 
UvM at Kinnego, are from eighty to ninety tons. 


16907. Would that be satisfactory if they were able to 
take full loads ? — It would. Mr. Green complains very 
bitterly that during the summer time he can only take 
about half loads up, and from experience I know myself, 
inasmuch as our Council contracted for the delivery of 
coal with him at our pumping station, which ie a veryshorfc 
distance from Ellis’s Cut, and in ^e summer time we 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINCTES OF EVIDENCE : 


found -we could not get the number of loads delivered 
1 that we contracted for by the boat load. 

16908. Do you think that is mainly owing to want of 
iQG. dredging and cleaning, or what is it ? — He also complains 
that the locks require dredging, and, os an instance of 
that, it was only Inst week that a boat-load came up from 
Belfast with only fifty-four tons. The boat left on 
Thursday in the forenoon and was not in Kinnego Cut 
until last Tuesday in the afternoon. 

16909. When you speak of dredging you mean dredg- 
ing the portions between the locks ? Yes. 

16910. Only about half loads can be taken in part of 
the summer ? — Yes. During a dry summer five years 
ago thirty-sis tons came up by some of the boats. I am 
giving you my evidence on Mr. Green’s statements, 
which ate verified by myself. 

16911. In your opinion if the water were kept in such 
order that the boats could travel full would a much larger 

business be done from Lurgan to other places ? Yea, 

we have not the slightest doubt of it. 

16912. What is the cost of hauling the lighters across 
from Kinnego to Ellis’s Cut ?— The cost of haulage of 
loads between Ellis’s Cut and Kinnego Cut, three miles 
across the Lough, is 6s. a boat load and going across 
empty 3s a boat. 

16913. How much does that work out to per ton 7— 
It is per boat, no matter what the tonnage is. 

16914. And there is an extra cost of about Id. per 
ton on the full load 7— That is so. 

16915. Therefore when you run light it comes to a good 
deal more per ton ? — That is so. 

_ 16916. You say something about a private roadway 
IS there any otlier road to Ellis’s Cut ?— Ellis’s Cut being 
the outlet of the cauai to the lough there is no direct 
roadway between the Cut and Lurgan except going 
through a private road belonging to a person who lives 
adjoining the Cut. By going up that road it adds about 
a mile or a mde and a half to the distance to the town 
which umtead of being two and a half miles direct to 
the Cut w three and a half miles by this roundabout 
route Therefore no traffic can come up that road 
worth talking about to Lurgan. Also up to two or three 
years ago the owner of that roadway charged tollage for 
the use of the road end thereby added considerable 
Mpense to the tollage of stuff coming in that direction. 

,t ^ go into that, because 

yon 

vou mefn ^ ® *^“<1 PorluipS 

you mean a water connection : do you want a water 
connection to Ellis's Cut 7-Yes, the^ poi^ I wa^t te 
H ^ connection made either 

rU ^ “ain road at 

Castor Bay (Aajtrfisg m a map) it would be verv desirable 
and the traffic would be developed very largely. 

16918. You have explained on the plan to the Com 

Lr ’ f ^y P”'’»te road, and 

Castor Bay a short distance from Ellis’s Cut 7— Yes. 
would bberj is the connection you 

^ Plao for you to have 

BeS 

c.‘r 4 .“ ■'■up 

16924. What is the principal heiw goods a.- i. 

goes by canal to and from Belfast ’-TirT,— ® i 

nuffic C0.1, but YS 

uient m grass seed and hay traffic, and th^e is a v^' 

J"m ‘S' “«*1 f BuhS 


16925. That is all traffic to Belfast ?— Yes, and a good 
deal of that grass seed comes down on the Ulster Canal ° 

16926. What traffic is tliere from Belfast to Lurgan 9 
All the coal traffic. ® •- 

16927. Is there anything else besides coal or is t.hnt tk 
m.ain traffic 7— That is the main traffic. “ 

16928. Are the freight charges on the railway regulated P,;i 
by whether the district 1ms a waterway service w not ? riUft ^ 
The traffic by water, certainly acts as practically a cor', 
rective to tho railway rates to Lurgan for coa! The 
railway rate for coal from Belfast to Lurgan is 3s 2d. 
per ton, and the water rate from Belfast to Kinnego is 
2s Ild., a difference of 3d. per ton. ® 

1C929. Wliat does it cost per ton to cart from Kinnego 
to Lurgan 7— Practically the 3d. covers the carting. 

16930. Can you point to other districts where there is 
no water competition and whore the railway rates are 
higher 7—1 instanced Portadowii ; Portadown can get 
flour, seeds, groin, and things of that description cheaper 
by rail to PortadoTO although it is five miles further 
from Belfast than we can got to Lurgan, and the only 
inference we can draw from that is that the waterway 
straight to Portadown acts detrimentally to us. 

16931. Portadown is on a waterway. I asked whether 
you could point to districts which do not get the benefit 
of transport by water and which therefore have high 
railway rates than you have at Lurgan 7 — I could not 
answer that question off-hand. 

16932. Do people in Lurgan find it cheai>er to cart 
them coal from Portadown than to have it brought direct 
to Lurgan 7— Some classes of goods ; for instance, in the 
case of flour, some of our merchants get their flour brought 
to Portadown, although those are goods going right 
through our station, and then to cart the sacks from 
Portadown five miles to Lurgan. 

10933. That is because the water competition is more 
effective to Portadown than it can be at Luraan which is 
some distance from the irator ? — That is so. 

1G934. I suppose one of youi‘ i-easons for wishing to 
have effective connection with tlie Lagan Canal is that 
you then think your railway rates would come down 7—1 
think they would, I will give you an instance of tliat. 

As I was saymg,about the grass seed traffic being developed, 
one of our large merchants in Lurgan attends the Monaghan 
market and buys large quantities of grass seed. The 
first year he attended the market he sent all his grass 
seed by rail, and the freight to Lurgan was 11s a ton 
The following year he took advantage of the Ulster Canal 
with the result that ho got his grass seed delivered at 
4s. bd. per ton in Lurgan, and immediately the railwav 
compny reduced their rate down to 5s. Butheispretty 
loyal to the canal, and, conseqnenth-, sticks to it That 
is an instance. 

_ 16935. Can you give any other reasons why traffic 
is less by canal than it should l» 7— It would he increased 
li’a *“®tanct. there was proper slidter for goods at the 
oitterent points and quicker communication. The com- 
mumcatjon is slow owing to the alow haulage. Take, for 
instance, Kinnego, we got our goods for the town some- 
times m the way of kerbs delivered there, but there is no 
means of discharging from the boats into carts or on to 
tbe quays, there are no crones or anything of that kind. 

16936. No crane and no sholtov ?— That is so, 

T?u - II ^ between Belfast and 

Ellis s Cut 7— The toUage, I understand, is 9d. per ton. 

18938. Do you consider that heavy 7— It is heavy. 

16939. Have you given us already the amount of coal Coal trail, 
which comes into the district by water ; if not, pray give 
It . The «timated suantity coming into the district 
Abmi? omounts to about 40.000 tons per annum. 

About 8,0M _tom of that at the present time comes by 
canal, and it is hoped that will bo increased next yesx. 

.Ibat 40,000 tons, 

you thmk It comes cheaper than it would if you hod not 

got this water communication ! That is so. 

of ^bjtik there ought to be a better system 

tnpnt (V *k Ibat the present manage- 

thP ^««.i point of view is wrong, but if 

systems were put ou a different basis to what 
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they are put at the present time we think the canals 
should be kept and would be a great service to the country. 
I siiould fcevcry sorry indeed to see them done away with 
or interfered with in any shape or form. 

iew2. {Jlr. Davison.) Would you kindly tell me 
what is the towage between Ellis’s Cut and Kinnego 
Cut ! — It is 6s. per boat loaded and 3s. per boat empty. 

16943. Between the two cuts ? — Yes. 

16944. And tlio distance of Ellis’s Cut from Lurgan 
is how many miles ? — The distance by road is two miles 
and a half. 


16945. And from Kinnego Cut 7— One mUe and a half. j^r. W 

16946. So there is a mile difference of carting and you Lwg^ii 

have, if you tow the boat across from one cut to the ’ 

other, to pay about Id. per ton 7 — Yes. 12 Oct. 1906. 

16947. By that you save a mile's cartage 7—1 thinl- 
I mentioned that by opening up Ellis’s Cut you would 
got a largo amount of traffic from the immediate neigh- 
bourhood by large farmers sending down their produce 
to Belfast. It is very largely their interest I spoke of. 

The Witness icithdreic. 


Mr. Henry Shillinqtos, caQed ; and Examined. 


Imiwe- 

nents 

.iesirei. 


1694S. (Chairman.) Are you town sui-veyor of Lur- 
gan ? — Yes. 

16949. Can you give any details to the Commission 
as to the improvements which you would like to see made 
in the Lagan River and Lough Neagh 7 — Principally in 
the Lagan Canal, it is very much choked up, and from 
the description of Mr. Green that the town clerk spoke 
of, it seemed to me in one case, the case Mr. Pollock 
detailed where the boat took so long to come with a light 
load, as if it was practically for some distance being 
dragged through ooze or mud. If the canal w ere dredged, 
I believe it would not only greatly increase its carrying 
capacity, which speaks for itself, but there is another 
point which I have not heard mentioned ; it would 
increase the storage of water for lock use. The upper 
level is very badly supplied, and that is not, I think, alto- 
gether the fault of the design of the mains which were 
installed, but the pumping machinery was very faulty 
in <ie;ign, and I understand from the users of tho canal 
that if a sufficiently powerfnl and efficient pump were 
put up, the surface would be much more regular in dry 
weather. Then there is another thing which I only 
lately had my attention drawn to, and that is the very 
insufficient moans of loading and unloading. Even 
at what you might call tho terminal stations, such places 
as Portadown, they have nothing in the nature of a 
steam crane ; and you will see two or three boats being 
unloaded, some of them by a hand crane and some by the 
rather primitive means they have in use on the lifters 
‘hemselvcs. 

16950. Do the lighters carry anything in the nature 
of cranes 7 — No, they do not, and if steam lighters were 
introduced, as I heard one witness suggest, in fact there 
were one or two steam lighters on tho Newxy Canal, 1 
do not see why they could not work a steam crane cr 
rather winch. 


between the county council road at Castor Bav and Ellis’s 
Cut 7 — Yes. 

16953. Have you at all considered which would be best, 
to make a roi\d from that road to Ellis’s Cut or to have a 
small canal ? — I would myself recommend the canal. 

16954. On what grounds ? — It is low ground, and the 
level of Lough Neagh is very variable, so that owing to the 
present state of flooding I think it would cost more to 
make a road in the exceptional weather of winter than to 
dredge the canal. 

16935. Wharves would be necessary, I suppose, and 
places for loading and unloading ? — I am afraid I could 
not give evidence authoritatively upon that, but I heard 
that if this were made the Upper Bann Navigation Com- 
pany would be prepared to make the wharves. 

16956. How would they come in 7 Is Ellis’s Cut under 
their control and not under the control of the Lagan 
Navigation 7 — It is under the control of the Lagan 
Navigation, but the Lough Neagh drainage comes in there, 
and Mr. O’Neill could give you more information about 
that. 

16957. Have you considered what would be the cost of p , 
a short canal connecting Ellis’s Cut with the main road ?— 

I think leaving out the cost of the wharves it would be 
relatively cheap. The ground there is so low that I 
believe if it were merely dredged and the material put on 
the banks the residents round about would be glad to have 
it to fill up their land. It is practically a quagmire. It 
would cost about £600. 

16958. Would that include arrangements for loading or 
unloading or not 7 — No. 

16959. It would be about a quarter of a mile long 7 — 

Yes, about that. 


Mr. a. 
SliUlington, 
Lurgan. 

1-2 Oct. 1906. 


16951. Could you give instances of loss and incon- 
venience to traders in consequence of these defects 7 — 
ill. Pollock and I were in conference with Mr. Green 
together j I thought perhaps' Mr. Green could have come 
here and my evidence would be only confirmatory of Mr. 
Pollock’s. 


18960. And you think a road would cost about bow 
much 7— About £400 to £500— £500, 

16961. But you think the road would be less satis- 
factory on account of the level ? — I think so. 

16962. It would be liable to be flooded ? — It would. 


16952. You are also of opinion, as Mr. Pollock is, that 
it would be desirable to improve the communications 


The Witness witkdrac. 
The Commission adjourned. 


Y 
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THIRTY-SECOND DAY. 


Saturday, iWi October, 1906. 


Ar Dublin. 


The Right Hon. Lord Shvttleworth {tn Wi« Chair). 


Sir FEAsas Hopwood, K.C.B., C.5I.G. 
William J, Cbossley, Esq., M.P. 


I J. P. Geiffith, Esq. 

I H, F. Kiluck, Eaq. 

W. B. Dvffield, Esq. {Secretary). 

R. B. Dunwoody, Esq. {Assistant Secretary). 

Witnesses:— Mr. G. dt Mr. L. Donegan, Frol. Totem end, Mr. J. Ferry, Mr. J. Barton, Mr. T Irwin 

Mr. M. Goodhody, Mr. W. Wallace, Mr. M. Eavanagh. Mr. T. Hickey. 

Mr. Georqe de Belle Ball, called in; and Examined. 


Mr. G. de 16963. {Chairman.) You appear on behalf of the 

BeUe Ball. Drogheda Development Association ? Y’ea. 

13 0e<. 1906. 1696i. Are you managing director? — Yes. 

16966. What does the Boyne Navigable Inland Water- 
Boyne vay comprise ? — It comprises what were formerly known 

^avIgatlon. separately as the Upper and Lower Boyne Navigation, 
but the two systems are now merged and owned by the 
Boyne Navigation Company, by wbicli Company the 
undertaking has Seen leased to the Meath River Naviga- 
tion Company, who work it That was in 1902. 

10966. THiat is the entire length of the waterway 
About nineteen miles. It is made up of eighteen sections, 
of which nine are canal and nine open river. 

16967. You have kindly prepared a table of those 
sections m detail ; if you will put that in 1 need not take 
you through it all ?— I will put it in. 

16968. What is the average depth of water ’ Four 

feet six. 

16969. Is the navigation frequently impeded in winter 
at certain times ?— Yes, at the west end of the Broe 
Canal, at the east end of Eosaaree Canal and also at 
St*c^llen the navigation is frequently impeded by 


16971. Was Drogheda formerly one of the leading 
seaports m Irel^d ?-It was ; it was the natural inlet 
and outlet for aU traffic to and from a large area of the 
counties of Louth, Meath, Cavan and Westmeath. 

WiU you mention districts within the area of 
w^eh Drogheda is the natural seaport ?— For instance 
Kingscourt m the County Cavan and the area of country 
between i^gseourt and Navan as well as the portions ot 
Mrth and central Meath served by the Midland Great 
u districts within the area of 
which Drogheda is the natural seaport. 

73. How far 


J ' ^pcourt from Dublin ?— It is 

fifty and a half miles from Dublin by the Midland Great 
M estern, but it is only thirty-six and a half mUes from 
Drogheda. 


16974. What are the diataneea rrith reapect to Navan ’ 
-Savon ja th.rty-uid a half mile, from Dnbhn bv Ih; 
Jli^nd treat W estemEailway and forty-eight and a half 
mile, from Doblm by the Great Northern Eailivay via 
DrogM.^ hot rt „ only akteen and a half mhe, from 
Drogheda to Navan. 

16975. How do railway rates compare by the two 
J railway rates on both systems, over the 
forty-eight and a half mOes and the thirty and a half 
miles are equal, and these are practicaUy the same rates 
as obtam from Dublm to Drogheda. 

16976. How do the water rates compare with the 
railway rates between Drogheda and Navan »— Thev 
are extremely close ; the lowest rate at the present time 


by water is 2s. 3d. per ton on such articles ns coal, timber, 
and flour. The book rate for flour, for instance, by rail 
is 2s. 9d for six-ton lots, and that is only a margin of 
0d. That is the book rate, but as a matter of fact of mv 
own knowledge I am aware of over six tons of oats going 
from Drogheda to Navan by theGreatNorthemRailway 
at a cost of 2s. a ton to one man and at a cost of 2s. 9d. 
a ton to another trader. 

16977. Are there any through rates made by the Mid- 
land Great Western via Drogheda 7 — Not any. 

16978. How are the local rates ?— The local rates 
from the portions served by the Midland Railway are 
all in favour of Dublin traffic, even although Dro^eda 
is much nearer. 

16979. What do those statements prove ?— They 
prove that the trade of Drogheda and the port of Drog- 
heda, the port revenue, labour and property, are all 
seriously affected by the diversion of traffic winch 
properly belongs to that port, and the present condition 
of the canal does not afford any remedy to enable us to 
gjt any other ouUet for o 


16980. Do you thmk that the local trade and local 
labour are deprived of their natural area of revenue and 
development ? — I do. 

16981. ^at ^ the causes which render your inland UefwUftf 
waterway incapable of providing a remedy for this state Wut«™*T 
of affairs ?— We are of opinion in Drogheda that there are 
about eight special causes. The first is that the portion of 
river from Drogheda to Oldbridge being tidal renders its 
irregular, slow and expensive to w’otk. I may mention 
that the late Mr. James McCann, M.P., had it in view that 
this portion should be canalised, but recently we have had 
attention drawn to the necessity for the improvement of 
the bar which at present is at the mouth of the river 
Boyne a sand bar — and it is necessary that any efforts 
that may be made to improve the upper navigation should 
nob conflict in any way with the outflow of the tide over 
this bar at Drogheda. Consequently, it would appear that 
whatever remedy should be taken to improve the water- 
way between Drogheda and Oldbridge must be more in the 
norture of dredging, so as not to minimise the body of water 
going over the bar. 

16982. Whereabouts is Oldbridge ’—About two and a 
quarter miles west of Drogheda, at the commencement of 
the canal. 

18983. Is that where the first lock is ’—Yes. 

16984. Just above Yellow Island ’—Yes. The second 
feature m coMeotion with the canal at present is that the 
conduct of ^e comI service is primitive, inefficient, and 
^ supply of boats is inade- , 

quate. On this point I may give as an illustration a- 
recent occurrence. Till this year it had been the custom 
of the Navan Gas Works to obtain its supply of coal by 
sailing vessel to Drogheda and thence by canal to Navan, 
but this year it was decided to bring their supply by a 
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chartered steamer. The insttfRciency of canal boats into 
■which the steamer might be discharged and the absence 
of rail connection with the quay rendered it impossible to 
discharge at Drogheda because of the cost which would be 
involved for demurrage. Consequently, the coal was 
brought to Dublin and conveyed by the Great Northern 
Railway to Navan, forty-eight and a half miles, at a rate 
leaving a gain on freight and handling of SJd. per ton 
below the canal rate from Drogheda, which would have 
been '2s. 3d. 

16985. Is another difficulty the flooding of the river ? 

The flooding of the river at certain periods.as 1 have already 
mentioned, and the strong flow of water in the river 
portions of the system rendering horse traction laborious, 
.slow, and, occasionally in winter time, impossible. It is 
also said that the insufficient width of the canal portions 
will not enable the ofieotive use of mechanical propulsion. 

16986. I do not know whether you have given us the 
width of the canal ? — The locks permit of boats 14 feet 
3 inches wide passing. 

16987. And what is the width of the actual waterway ? 
—1 have not got those particulars ; I will supply these 
■when I am revising the proof. 

16988. The minimum width will be the important 
point ? — Yes. Owing to the waterway between Drogheda 
and Navan passing almost entirely through a rich grazing 
area there is practically no traffic for conveyance except 
'in the one direction, that is inwards. The available 
length of the waterway is insufficient to maintain an 
•effective regular and paying service from such traffic as 
circumstances may still have left it. Those are chiefly the 
■drawbacks of the present system. 

1C9S9. You have given us now the eight heads of which 
ymu spoke. Have you suffered in this case from the 
rather timid and piecemeal manner in which schemes arc 
handled in Ireland ? — That Is the feeling — that the 
drawback in dealing with development in Ireland is the 
timorous and piecemeal manner in which schemes are 
handled, in fact the whole history of the canals in Ireland 
has been a case of tinkering at them in httle pieces. I am 
asked by the Drogheda Development Association to say 
that if the Boyne Navigation system is to be dealt with in 
this manner and the consideration of the question of 
expenditure restricted to an amount which would only 
cater for a limited goods traffic which might be eon'veyed 
over the existing short mileage, there is undoubtedly no 
revenue to which "ive could point warranting any great 
outlay. On the other hand, if the object of the inquiry is to 
ascertain how, by the expenditure of money, the country 
can be developed and its agricultural and commercial 
traffic enooui'aged and facilitated by improving and 
extending its water communications and thus opening up 
new channels for enterprise, then by means of com- 
prehensive improvements an undoubtedly widespread 
benefit would be conferred. Nature has endowed the 
valleys of the Boyne and Blackwster with scenery of rare 
beauty, which requires only the exercise of skill and 
in pruve. capital to render this scenery productive to the inhabitants 
i-cu-. of the surrounding towns and the entire district by opening 
it up for tourist as well as for goods traffic. For this 
purpose nature should be aided so as to enable steamers to 
ply over the entire length from the mouth of the Boyne to 
Virginia on Lough Ramor at the head of the Blackwater 
without tedious delays. It is also worth consideration it 
connection could not be made from Lough Bamoz via 
Lough Sheelin into Longford and thus into the Shannon. 

1C990. About what point would that join the Shannon ? 
— Somewhere near Longford there is a connection with 
the Shannon. 

16991. Not very far from where the Royal Canal now 
joins it ?— Yes. 

16992. Would it be proposed to make a junction with 
the Royal Canal or to make a junction with the Shannon 
rather north of the Royal Canal ?— -There is a Mr. Sankey 
of Virginia, wlio is, I think, a director of the Grand Canal, 
and he has given this particular matter a very great deal 
of attention, and if it were convenient that anything 
about that part of the country should be taken from him 
he could give you much more definite and exact par- 
ticulars than I can. The reason I mention that is that 
1 believe in connection with the Inny drainage scheme 
there have been very considerable works already erected 

330—11. 


which might be utilised in making such a connection a,- a at 
and thus reducing the expenditure. I think the board hellf 
of works ran short of money and did not finish that D'oyheda. 
scheme. — 

16993. The River Inny is on the borders of Counties — — 

Longford and Westmeath just south of Lough Sheelin t— 

That is so. I may mention that we believe, if we were 
coimected -with the Shannon, that a large development 
of traffic would accrue, that is to say, from Drogheda 
to Virginia and Longford we should have inwards coal, 
iron, timber, chemical manures and feeding stuffs and 
maize and wheat, to the inland flour mills. Virginia 
is between Kingseourt and OldcasUe. 

16994. What kind of country would that pass through 
between Navan and the Shannon ? Are there any 
towns or industries ?— There are several towns that 
would he served more or less, part of the Kingseourt 
district, part of Oldcastle, Moynalty, Finnca, Qniaard, 
Bailiehorough in County Cavan and Ballyjamesduff with 
roughly a population in the towns of somewhere between 
14,000 and 15,000. 

16995. Is there much tillage in that country ! In 

parts of Cavan there is a considerable amount of tillage 
and in the County Longford. We believe that the great 
drawback to the development of tillage in this country 
is the want of cheap means of communication, agricul- 
tural products essentially being such as -will not bear a 
heavy freight. 

16996. There does not appear to be a railway running 
right through that country ; the Great Northern Railway 
ends at Oldcostle, does it not ? — It does. 

16997. So that beyond Oldcastle there would be no 
competition with any railway till you came to Longford, 
except that the Midland Great Western Railway running 
north from Mullingar to Cavan would pass across it ?— 

It runs north from Cavan; it does not touch Mullingar, 
and is many miles away from it. 

16998. Further on there is another railway between 
Cavan and IMuUingar ?— There is not any at present. 

16999. What is this railway that is marked here ! — 

That is a prospective one which most of the railway 
companies are trying to prevent being constructed. 

17000. The Great Northern Railway go« as far as 
Cavan ? — Yes. 

17001. Is there no railway coming south from Cavan ?— 

There is no connection between that and Oldcastle. 

17002. But is there any connection between Cavan 
and Mullingar ? — Yes, to Mullingar, but the district that 
this canal would serve is a long way off from Mullingar. 

17003. What I asked you was — if you carried the 
canal across from Navan by Oldcastle to the Shannna 
it would cut across the railway between Cavan and 
3Inllingar ? — Yes, pardon me-— I misunderstood the 
question. 

17004. But there is a projected railway between Cavan 
and Oldcastle, is there ? — Between Cavan and Oldcastle 
that is where the confusion came in. 

17005. Does that railway from Navan to Oldcastle 
not exist yet ? — From Navan to Oldcastle is in existence. 

17006. You spoke of a railway which was not in exist- 
ence and you said there was opposition to it ; where 
would that run ? — A continuation from Navan to Kells 
and then on to Mullingar. 

17007. The railway from Navan to Kells exists already, 
but you meant from Kells to Mullingar ; that is a railway 
which has been projected, but which has not yet been 
carried out ? — That is so. 

17008. Have Parliamentary powers been obtained 
for that railway 7 — Yea. 

17009. Do you tliink it essential that the various Anialgama- 
systems of waterways in Ireland should be connected tion. 
together ? — Undoubt^ly, to enable long distance through 
communication and so permit the competition of the 
various seaports to benefit the interior. 

17010. Would you give an instance or two of what you 
mean 7 — Assuming we were connected from Drogheda 
on to the Shannon, we would like to be able to get right 
through, say to Galway, through the Grand Canal, but at 

Y2 
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present that system ends at Ballinasloe. That would be 
an instance, that a canal should be constructed from 
Ballinasloe to Galway. 

17011. Do you know that country at all ? — Only 
slightly. 

17012. We are to have a witness from Atbenry to-day ? 
—The point I may mention is that it would he essential 
for such through traffic that canals should be enlarged 
to a uniform standard and the locks permit of greater 
carrying capacity for long distance traffic, consequently 
providing for greater economy in working. 

17013. With respect to the ownership of the canals have 
you any suggestion to make ? What is the opinion of 
your association ? — The opiruon is that all the inland 
waterways should be acquired and developed by the State, 
and that their use should be open on equal terms to alL 

17014. How would you constitute the controlling body 7 
— A board of control consisting, say, of one representative 
from each province. It is rather our esperience in Ireland 
that some of our boards are overmanned ; if too many 
people are conoemed it seems to be nobody’s business to do 
it properly, and we thought that, if there was a small 
board with one representative from each province it 
would work better, and should exercise central authority, 
whUe the local administration should be in the han^ 
of the authorities at the portal termini of each system. 

17016. You mean the authority at the port? — Yes. 

17016. Have you any suggestion to make as to the use 
and charges of the waterways under these circumstances 1 
—What was in the minds of die association I might say 
was this, that a great deal of the expense of the canals 
is in the working of them by companies, and that if the 
canals were free for boat owners to work themselves 
(a man and his son) it could bo done very much cheaper, 
but to enable proper control to be exercised over those 
working the canal it was suggested that every owner-of a 
boat plying should be licensed, and should pay a small 
aimual fee, and that such licensee should be debarred from 
accepting any subsidy from or entering into any ^eement 
with any railway company under penalty of fine or with- 
drawal of licence, and that no railway company or its 
nominees should be granted a licence. 

17017. How would the interest on capital expenditure 
be borne ? — It was considered that the interest on the 
capital expenditure should be borne by the Imperial 
Treasury, because it appears that a large measure of the 
responsibility for the present condition of the Irish water- 
ways must rest with the Government, inasmuch as the 
canals were practically all in existence and public money 
and private money sunk in them before the railways were 
constructed, and that Parliament did not exercise sufficient 
foresight in guarding the interests that were then existing, 
as they granted Acts of Parliament for railways to run 
BO nearly along in the' same district in many instances. It 
is merely restitution money under those circumstances. 

17018. You are referring to the capital expenditure 
which has taken place in the past 7—1 am stating the 
reason why the interest on the future capital expenditure 
should be borne by the Imperial Treasury. 

17019. When you speak of the interest on the capital 
expenditure being borne by the Imperial Treasury, what 
you really mean is that the capital for any future expen- 
diture should be found by the Imperial Treasury; is that 
what yon mean 7 — That is so. 


n020. If there is any interest on that, that will be 
relief to the taxpayer 7— It was suggested that the toll 
which should be levied should provide for the 
and for the provision of an annual contribution to a 
fund to repay that capital in a definite fixed long perioc 
but that the interest itself ought to be met say as an annu« 
grant from the Imperial Treasury until it was repaid- 
17021. '^at would your view be on the subject of tolls 
— Taking the cost of maintenance.the only example one ha 
to go on really is that of the Grand Canal, and th 
average of ten years from J891 to 1901 over 209 mile 
seems to have been £6,762 equal to £27 10s. per milt 
We will assume that, with developments, adding 25 pe 
cent, to the cost per mile, it would mean a 
CMt of £20.510 a year. I have just taken rough figures fc 
this iliustration, We will assume that the cost of th 
pnrchase o' canals, improvements and extensions came t 


£3,000,000 ; a sixty years’ sinking fund at 3 per cent 
would require an annual contribution of £18,706. Take 
interest on that £3,000,000 at 2J per cent., it would come 
to £82,600. The total annual charge would therefore 
be £121,716. If we took the traffic at present as roughly 
about 700,000 tons on the Irish canals, and that since the^ 
developments we had a traffic of 1,000,000 tons, it would 
require to meet all those figures a toll of 2s. 6d. per ton 
which would be entirely too heavy to be borne. But by 
the Imperial Treasury bearing the interest on the capital 
it would only leave £39,216 to be borne by tolls, and a toll 
of 9Jd, a ton on the same 1,000,000 tons of traffic would 
meet that. 


17022. Is there a movement for a steomsliip service to 
connect all the Irish ports ? — Yes. Some twelve months 
ago in Drogheda the Development Association inaugurated 
a steam coasting service which hoe been extremely success- 
ful and beneficial to the town of Diogheda and, I believe 
to several other ports to which it is trading, and it is now' 
sought to extend that connection to all tlie seaports in 
Ireland. It would be an immense benefit to the country 
if the canal systems were extended to these ports and the 
ports put in proper condition to have such a complete 
communication by water on the seaboard and inland. 

17023. They might complete the inland communication 
by having also a sea communication coastwise from port 
to port ? — Yes. 

17024. Is that a serious movement 7 — Yes, it is. 

17025. You have handed to me a scheme for it which 
has been got up at Drogheda under your association of 
which you are a director ? — That is so. 

17026. Ha* a company yet been formed for that purpose ? 
— Not as yet. 

17027. What capital would be necessary 7— Roughly, 
about £30,000. I have been going round to several of the 
seaports, and, with the exception of one or two where 
railway influences are pretty strong, I find that the idea 
has been received with very great warmth by leading 
business men. “ 

17028. For example, which port 7— I take Limerick for 
one. Mr. Long, the high sheriff, who was examined here 
the other day, was very enthusiastic about it, Mr. Power 
and Mr. Shaw. 


17029. Any other ports 7~Some of the people in 
Galway, Wexford, Wicklow, Londonderry, Belfast and 
Dublin. 


17030. You wish to say something on the seriously Deiectire 
defective condition of the Irish harbour accommodation 7 HatLooja 
—Yes. We believe in Drogheda, from our unfortunate 
example of conditions there, that any scheme dealing with 
the economical utilisation of the inland wateiwuya should 
not be separated from a consideration of the present 
^agement or mismanagement and condition of the 
Irish seaports as it is useless to expend money on im- 
proving the inland waterways if transport is to he left to 
encounter the existing difficulties at the points of export 
and imports With tie exception of some tliree or four 
porte the Irish harbour accommodation is seriously de- 
fective ; access to and egress from many is only possible at 
certain periods of tide; the ports are badly equipped; 
vessels cannot lie alongside the wharves for discharging, 
there is a lack of shedding and absence or insufficiency of 
gear is common. All these defects add to the cost of 
tcaimport on account of delaj^ and expense In liVnf^ling - 
goods. Harbour hoards are frequently oveimanned ; in 
Drogheda, for instance, we have twenty-seven Com- 
missioners elected on a £10 franchise. 


Bu uue xui mnarntants of Drogheda 7— Yes, 
in the immediate distdet^within seven miles of Drogheda. 

17032. How often are they elected ?— Every three 
yews ; some of them retire every three years hut it is open 
votmg and the same lot go in time after time. No one 
likes to get up and put in other people. There is no ballot. 

am mformM that one-third of them retire each year, not 
once every three years. 

17033. Are these bodies somewhat under the control of 
railway and_ other influences 7— That is so. You will 
^derst^d it IS somewhat difficult to attach absolute- 
radway influence to the actions of the hoard because it can 
only be done by results and by surmise, but I might give 
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you one instance. La.sfc year when we were organising 
this coasting steamship company in Drogheda we wanted 
to get shedding and we found the greatest difficulty in 
getting the Harbour Board to do what was necessary. 
First, they would not put up a shed for us ; then we offered 
to put it up ourselves and that they should repay us in 
instalments, but it took three months before we could get 
any satisfaction from tiiein. They referred it to their 
Finance Committee. Now the Finance Committee is a 
committee whose actions ate not subject to public criti- 
cism, the press do not attend and when it is necessary to 
have anything shelved it is referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee. I have reports here from a Drogheda paper of 
Slat October, 1905, in which it will be seen that the 
Finance Committee for many weeks could not be got 
together. One of the principal objectors was a gentleman 
who has a very lai-ge traffic with the Great Northern Rail- 
way. As I say, it is only by inference one can attach 
influence to the railway, but on the point of direct re- 
presentation of railways on harbour boards I would refer 
to a copy of the Kerry Evening Star of September 6tb, 
which gives the result of the elections for the Tralee and 
Fenib Pier and Harbour Commissioners, and in that case 
three Commissioners representing the Great Southern and 
Western Railway were appointed. 

17034. Are you speaking of your own Harbour Board 
at Drogheda still ? — Until I mentioned about the Tralee 
and Fenit Board. 

17035. Take your own board, how far have the Harbour 
Board any control over the inland waterway ? — At 
present, not any. 

17036. We cannot go into the question of the con- 
stitution of the Harbour Board ? — May I refer to our 
suggestion that, owing to the mismanagement of these 
harbour boards, it has a serious bearing on the future 
of inland waterways if the two things are not worked 
in harmony 1 

17037. Yes, but I am afraid we can only hare a general 
reference to that fact ; it would be impossible for us 
to go into the question of the constitution of harbour 
boards ? — We had proposed, arising out of the new 
constitution, that the authority for the control of the 
inland waterways and the ports should have been the 

Iievelopment anything more jon would like to 

(i Inlsrid generally on the development which would ensue from 

ii'dtenvavs ® better management of the inland waterways ? — We 
believe that the tolls which are levied at the different 
ports are so very variable, and, in some cases excessive, 
that it will have a very serious effect upon the traffic 
coming through the ports, and that is why we wished 
to suggest that the two bodies should work together, 
because otherwise the system of the harbour boards 
being independent of the inland waterways will continue. 

17039. What is the principal line of steamers now 
plying to and from Drogheda ? — The Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Cross-Channel. 

17040. Does (Hat line of steamers suffer from the 
heavy harbour dues ?— I do not anticipate that they do. 

17041. But it would be a great benefit to that service, 
I suppose, if the port and harbour were improved ? — 
It would be a most important matter to them. 

17042. Is the bar a great difficulty in their way ? — 
A very serious difficulty, and it had not been dredged 
for thirty years until last summer. 

17043. Your argument is that if, for example, at Drog- 
heda, better arrangements were made at the port> and 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire service were encouraged, 
it would lead to much more traffic upon your waterway ? 
— Any service encouraged. As a matter of fact, the 
present Harbour Board, after mismanaging and spending a 
great deal of thek money, as I had figures here to have 
shown you, now contemplate to rectify their difficulties 
by increasing the rates, and are now to ask the Board 
of Trade to sanction them in charging on 50 per cent, of 
the gross tonnage instead of on the net. 

17044. When you say “ rates ” you mean harbour 
dues ?— Yea. 

17U45. This question of the management of the harbours 
is in your opinion an important factor as to the question 


of cheapening transit ? — Most important. May 1 just ^^r. G. dc 
give an illustration of the variation of charges at a few Belle Ball, 
different ports in Ireland ? Drogheda. 

17046. We cannot go into that detail ; we have the jgQg 

inland waterways to consider, but we can take generally 

your view that it is an important factor ? — Take Galway, 
which we suggest is a point that ought to be connected 
with the waterway, a ship coming in there with coal 
would pay £12 14s. 6d., while in Dublin it would be 
£5 10s. lOd. for the same ship and the same cargo of coal 

17047. And if trade is to be equitably distributed along 
the entire seaboard, and the tendency to put all trade 
upon the railways is to be counteracted, this is a very 
important point to remedy iri your opinion ? — Most 
important. 

17048. {Mr. Griffiih.) Although I am not going to 
embark upon questioning you about the Harbour Board 
constitution, I gather that the general trend of your 
evidence is that the condition of tlie harbour at Drogheda 
is an obstruction to the inland navigation ? — Yes. 

17049. That is to say, it keeps trade from it f — It Coedition 
keeps trade from Drogheda generally, and from the Drogheda 
railway as well. Harbour. 

17050. You propose a third trunk line of canal practi- 
cally across from the east coast to the Shannon ?— 

That is so. 

17051. There are two already from Dublin ? — Yes. 

17052. One of which has extremely little traffic on it ! — 

Yes. 

17053. Do you think that you would have remunerative 
traffic on a third line running parallel to the Royal Canal 
between Navan and the Shannon ? — We would serve, 
a country which is not at present served. 

17054. You would encroach to a certain extent on 
the domain of the Royal Canal ? — Only crossing it. 

1705.5. I do not ask you the question in a hostile 
manner in any shape or form, but it does seem to me that 
we are embarking on a third line of navigation across 
Ireland, whereas certainly one of tlrem is at present 
not efficient and not effective ? — Nor does it try to make 
it so. 

17056. You think the Drogheda people might be able- 
fco do that if their port was put into a proper condition V-— 

That is so. 

17057. As regards the traffic rates you have quoted 
to Navan for coal and so forth, the advantage in Dublin 
is the deep water accommodation into which vessels can 
come irrespective of tide 7 — Yes and railway communica- 
tion alongside. 

17058. That is what I gather yon seek by your evidence 
for Drogheda itself 7 — Quite so. 

17059. {Mr. Crosshg.) You say that there are twenty- 
seven eomtnisaioneis in Drogheda : are they paid 
salaries ? — No. 

17060. Do they employ a very large number of people * 

under them in connection with the Commission ? — 

Their expenses have been fairly high although there is 
very little to show for them. 

17061. Is there an unnecessary number of people- 
employed according to your judgment 7 — I would not. 
say so ; there are not sufficient employed, but the money 
that is spent is wrongly spent on mismanagement. 

17062. It is mismanagement tiiat keeps up the dues on 
the steamers ? — It is mismanagement that gives no 
return for the money that is expende(^. 

17063. No return 7 — The port is In a very bad con- 
dition ; a great deal of money has been spent on it year 
after year but there is nothing to show for it. As I 
said, the bar even had not been dredged for thirty years 
until last summer. 

17064. Do you know what the dues are 7 — They 
charge 6d. a tw on the net register. 

17065. Do you seriously propose that canals should 
be made as you describe up to Lough Sheelin and right, 
through to Shannon 7 — Z do. 

17066. Where would you think that traffic would 
come from 7 — From Drogheda to Virginia and Long-, 
ford and the intermediate places and it would affo^ 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Mk G. dc 
Belle Boll, 
Jjrogheda- 

13 0rt. 1906. 


MINUTES OP EVIDENCE : 


a communication then from Limerick and other places 
in Ireland so as to interchange our own manufactures. 

17067. What is the population of Virginia ? — It is 
only 8ome SOO or 900 I should think; between Navan 
and Longfoitl and the various interme^ate towns there 
would be a total population of somewhere about 14,000. 

17068. Longford is already served by canal and by a 
railway ? — We had to get across somewhere. 

17069. There is no particular reason why you should 

go by Longford which, is already so well' served ? It 

would be the most economical way of crossing the country 
on account of the inland lakes and the existence of 
cuttings for the Inny drainage. 

17070. That Inny drainage we will want evidence 
about but it does not seem to me that you have much to 
go upon ?— You have the Blaekwater river, you have 
Lough Ramor and above them Lough Sheelin and another 
little lake and this Inny drainage cutting south of Lough 
Sheelin. 

17071. .And you propose that the canal should go 
through these lakes ?— Yes, I propose to make connec- 
tions. 

17072. Do you seriously say that would pay the 
country ? — I believe so. 

1 1 073. I^Tiat evidence can you give us to induce us 
to come to your opinion ?— I am afraid no mdividual can 
give 5 'ou definite evidence of possibilities ; I can only 
give you suggestions, but I take it in this way: From 
Drogheda to Longford rouglily is about seventv-iivc 
miles, and taking what a man and his son or brother- 
two men working a barge ■nith one horse— can do per 
week, it would work out roughly at 9Jd. a ton per day. 

17074. \lTiat does that 9id. a ton rpp^ n ? It is not 
a ton mile merely ?— I will give you an illustration. A 
week a work from Drogheda to Navan is three lightem 
up loaded with coal and coming back three times empty, 
they carry thirty-five tons eaoh time, equal to 105 tons 
conveyed for a week’s \vork, and that week’s work would 
cost on very ample allowances £4 3s. 6d. That would 
be roughly equal to DJd. per ton 

17075. By canal ? — By canal. 

17076. You can do it 
From Drogheda to Na' 

. 3d. per 

17078. Do you. mean per ton mile or per ton for the 
whole distance For the distance. Take then the 
same rate of travelling it would bring a boat load of coal 
or chenucal manures from Drogheda to Longford in 
three days, and that would mean a cost of about (if they 
had only a cargo one way) 2s. 4d. a ton. Now, I have 
not got_ any railway rates from Dublin to Longford, but 
^can give you Dublin to Oldcastle, which is seventy-two 

17079. This is of course quite irrespective of any 
tolls ; rt only represents the mere cost of the men 
^ of their horse and interest on their barge-the mere 
transit. May I give you the figuKS ? Two men at 
-os. a week each, £2 10s. (as a matter of fact they only 

get £l a week); keep of horse 17s. 6d a week ; i^rls^ 
on capital upon a boat costing £120, and on harness 
gear and home £20, together £140, at 5 per cent per 
mnum jrould be 2.. M • , d.preeSlon on S, 

boat at lo per cent, per annum would be 6s. lid • denre 
^tiou on harne^_ at 25 cent, per annum would be 
6d. and depreciation on the horse at 100 per cent, per 

£4 wee"- 

fiopmood.) You seem to me to be 
putting the cart before the hose ; the first question fr 
where are ^u going to get your traffic— what’ rafBc are 
l^ve-and toen you can teU us how much 
It CMt. You are telling us how much it wiU cost 
for a without telling us where you would get 

"'"if- 1°*^ deal of toe Jaffic 

%^-n\r ^i, token from us and diverted to toe port 

of Dublm by railways brought back to us. ^ ” 

^ ilr. Crossley seems to 

want from you ! — We would get back wheat that ia nnw 
brought to Dublin for the Navan flour mills, we would get 


Indian corn and all that would come through our port 
and waterway as it used to do in the old time. ^ 

17082. [Mr. Croashy.) I can quite imagine that each 
port would like a large subsidy to get at toe traffic faelona- 
ing to some other port, but where the country would 
benefit I cannot see ’—Pardon me, lb ia traffic which has 
been filched from our port by another one ny the action of 
the railway companies. 

17083. (Jlfr. KiUick.) You are not officially connected 
I take it, with the Boyne Navigation in any way ? ^No ' 

17084. Have you ever bad any personal experience in 
toe construction or management or maintenance of a 
waterway ? — None. 

17085. You have merely studied it as a person interested 
in the matter ?— I am interested in tlte town of Drogheda. 

17086. Have you formed any estimate of what your new 
canal is to cost ?— I am not in a position to give figures and 
that is why I suggested Mr. Sankey. 

17087. Is the country something similar or at all 
analogous to the country through which toe Royal 
Canal passes ?— No, it is a much bettor country. ^ 

17088. Because I find the Royal Canal coat £16 000 a 
mile ?— I may mention that Mr. Sankey told me that from 
Navan up to Virginia it could not cost more than £60 000 
at toe outside. ’ 

17089. Where do you get your 1,000,000 tons from * 

On what data have you formed the calculation that a 
1,000,000 tons of traffic would arise upon the canal ?— 1 
suggested that as at present, under all the difficulties and 
adverse circumstances, we have about 700,000 tons it 
would be reasonable to assume that if these connections 
are made and we can have through traffic from point to 
point and port to port, and the intorchange of Irish 
manufactured goods, we should have an increase of at 
least up to 1,000,000 tons. 

17090. That is to say, your 1,000.000 tons is not on the 

new canal but on the whole of the Irish system ? The 

whole of the Irish system. I was taking it under different 
headings at that time. 

17091 Fnneis Hopiimd.) Wliat is the present Bovne 
authonty admmstenng tlie Boyne Navigation ? Is it a Navisukt 
company ?— The Boyne Navigation Companv, and it ia O'oihiisdv, 
sublet by thorn to the Meath River Navigation Company. 

^ ^ Sood financial condition ’—No, I 

cninx they are losing money on it. 

17093. Just ono question with regard to the port. I 
understood from you that the harbour authority had 
applied or WM about to apply for powers to increase ifr 
rates or tolls ’—That is so. 

l’^4. An application of that sort has to be approved 
by Parbament, I think ’-They can get a Provisional 
Order from the Board of Trade. 

17095, The Provisional Order has, I believe, to go to 
Parbament for coafirmabion ?— Well, unless there was 
some objection to it, I believe as a matter of fact it would 
pass. 

17096. That all depends on whether anybodv petitions 
agaiMt It ’—Yes, it was petitioned against before. Ali 
that involves very heavy expenditure. 

17097. Was it petitioned against before successfully ?— 
Successfully. •' 

17098. OnthequastionofthisSOperoeot.?— On general 
mismanagement, I think. 

®oard of Control, I I’nipwel 
Should be glad if you would elaborate a little of your Board oi 
evidence ^th regard to the constitution of your proposed 
fv.?f v“ ^ onderstood yon proposed 

toat there should be a representative on the Board from 
each province ?— That was so. 

17100. Anybody else ?-UnIess the Government found 
It necessary to have some one representative or so to 
make a connecting link. 

17101. Why are the provinces to have representation I 
tod you oontamplate that there would be county con- 
was that, if toe porte were 
system’, the portal authorities which 
reconsfrtuted (as I suggested in my proof of 
) should be the local administering body, and as 
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they would have representation from the county counoiJe 
and other local bodies, they would be a fairly representative 
body to elect a central body. 

17102. You would only give the po;t authority, 
that is, the authority at the harbour end of the naviga- 
tion, a voting power for representatives on the Board ? — 
Each port within a province would have a voting power. 

17103. Why should not the counties bordering upon 
the inland part of the navigation have a vote for a repre- 
sentative ? — If they were contributing anything to it, 
it would no doubt be reasonable and necessary that 
they should. 

17104. Do you contemplate that the port or the county 
of the port should make a contribution ? — Yes, for the 
improvement at the portal end, but not for the canal. 


17105. Not for the navigation as a whole 1— No. The 
difficulty in apportioning a system of contributions along 
the line would be the narrow area on each side of the 
canal which could be really said to be benefited ; only 
a small portion of the county through which it might 
pass would be directly benefited, but if the traffic itself 
were made to bear these charges, then of course it all 
pays its proper proportion. 


17106. Does not that view on your part point to this 
position, that you think the improvement of the port is of 

greater importonca than the improvement of the canal ? 

Not so, but it is an absolute necessity for the benefit of the 
inland waterway that there shall he nothing to hamper 
the traffic at the portal ingress or egress. 


17107. Given due facilities at the port, is there any 
reason why the State should take over and manage the 
canals joining the port ’—If the State do not do it, they 
must remain in the hands of private companies and 
there would be no system of uniformity. 


17108. Could you not get that system of uniformity 
by putting upon your Board of Control representatives of 
the canal interest ’—But the canal interest would be 
mer^with the portal authority as I have suggested • 
It IS difficult to separate the two. 


^ ** “®roly a quMtion of phraseology. You 


would have your representation of the provinces. Woidd 
you not have your representation of the interest, that is 
to say a direct representative of the port and navigation 
toen merged m one on your Board of Control ’—This is 
the idea. We do not know exactly who would be suitable 
for a position on the Board of Control at the commence- 
ment but, after some eight or nine or ten years’ eiperieaco 


then an elective central body should be formed from 
representatives who have had experience in the manage- 
ment of these ports. 

17110. This is in faot only a suggestion thrown out 
unelaborated ? — An uneiaborated suggestion. 

17111. With regard to the interest of the State, as- 
suming you borrow money or money is lent by the State, 

you would be in favour of representation by the State 1 

Certainly. 

17112. I gathered that you said it would be an act of 
restitution if the State bore the interest upon any 
moneys expended in the resuscitation of the canals ? — Yes. 

17113. On what ground ? — On the ground that the 
interests of the canals were in existence before the rail- 
ways, and that Parliament did not exercise foresight 
in protecting the money that was then sunk in these canals, 
by allowing every railway company to get powers to run 
through the districts served by canals, so taking away the 
traffic that belonged to these canals. 

17114. Is it your view that Parliament would have been 
wise to throw out Bills promoted by Irish companies to 
make railways, on the ground that they might compete 
with canals ? — Having one system of communication 
in existence, I think it would have been wise if they had 
given the newcomers a portion of country which had 
no means of communication other than roads and made 
the railways deviate some few miles at least. 

17115. Would you take the same view with regard to a 
canal ’ Do you think Parliament would be wise to throw 
out a bill for a new canal on the ground that it might 
compete with an existing railway ? — I would not, because 
the railways, being in the hands of private companies as 
they are, have undoubtedly interfered very much with th» 
development of the interior cf Ireland and with the smoUei 
aeapoits a. well. 

17116. You think a canal is a good thing on the whole 
when unrestrained by competition but that a railway ia 
the reverse ? — No, I would only make such a connection 
where it was essential to complete a through systems ; 
otherwise I most undoubtedly should not suggest even a 
canal being run where there is a railway. If it became 
necessary to conneot a system it would have to be done. 

17II7. But on the whole you think it would have been 
better to leave the canals unfettered by railway competi- 
tion ? — I do, because if the canals were State-owned, 
competition between boat owners would ensure ample 
protection in the matter of freights. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Jlr. Lauhence Doneqas, called in ; and Examined. 


1(118. {Chairman.) What have you to say on the 
present condition and financial position of the Meath 
River Navigation ?— We act as the lessees of the Boyne 
Navigation Company. 

_ 1(119. What is the oondition of the waterway? Is 
It the same as fifty years ago ’—It is practically the 
same, but a large sum of money has been spent on it 
lately. 

• liiion. 17120. Are the tolls not sufficient to maintain the 
canid ’—The tolls were increased last November ; 
previous to that there was a loss of something over £500 
a year on it. 

til® effect of the increase of 

the tolls ? Has tliat at all diminished the traffic 7 

No, It has not; the traffic last year was slightly over 
the previous year when the tolls were Is, 6d. per ton 
tor everjrihing. 

,’^et was the original object of the canal ?— 
«ing. ihe canal was started about 1790, the intention as stated 
m the Act of Parliament being to complete the narigafion 
trom Drogheda to Trim, five years being given to com- 
plete the entire canal, and in default of completion to 
irim the portion from Carriokdeiter to Drogheda was 
to be vested in the Commissioners of Navigation and 
toe Rivet Boyne Company divested of it. The canal to 
xnmw8A never completed andtoereforethe Upper Bcyne 
Navigation alone remained in possession of the River 


Boyne Company and continued so until October 1891 
By the operation of several Acts of Parliament the power 
of the Commissioners of Navigation became vested i 
the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, and th 
Lower Boyne Navigation came absolutely under thei 
control and continued so until July, 1896. On the 18t 
September, 1894, the River Boyne Company signed a 
agreement transferring their interests to the Commii 
sioners of PubHo Works, that is the upper portion, s 
they were unable to maintain their portion thus vestin 
^e entire canal in the Board of Works. The Board c 
Works prior to entering into the agreement intimate, 
that they would close the canal unless it was taken o- 
their ^nds. Accordingly the Boyne Navigation Com 
formed, and by Act of ParUamen 
dated 1896 the Board of Works transferred the cane 
from Drogheda to Navan to the Boyne Navigation Com 
pany, on condition of maintaining a depth throughou 
of four and a half feet and putting the locks and canal ii 
efficient repair. The Board of Works contribute! 
£2.294 towards the expense, and the Navigation Com 
pany contributed £3,712, a total of £6,006. That was ui 
to the 30th November, 1902, at which date Iffie late Jame 
McCann, MP., agreed to take over the work and develoi 
the canal for a period of seven yearn which lease is stiJ 
rnnmng, under the title of the “ Meath River Navigation.’ 
Owing to the transfer a new interest was created in thi 
canal but its working expenses have neatly always beei 
greater than the income. 


.Vr. a. de 
Belle Ban 
BrOijheda. 

13 Oct. lj(H>. 


J/r. L. 

13 Oh. 19013, 
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MINUTES OE EVIDENCE : 


Mr. L. I712S. Of whoni does the Meath River Navigation 
Bmegin, qow consist? — The trustees of the late Mr. McCann; 
ifa^gation traders in Navtm and a third person. 

' 17124. What is your own connection with it ? — I am 

13 Oct. 1906- the agent of the canal at Drogheda. 

1712a. Was the original idea that it would carry 
cereals from Navan and that district down ? — Thirty 
years ago, that is up to about 1874, there were a number 
of mills, and these had five barges, their own property, 
plying on the canal ; there were ten others which plied 
for hire, that was fifteen altogether, up to fifteen years ago. 
These gradually fell away and at the present moment 
there is only one working belonging to a miller in Navan. 

17126. Where did these millers get their com from ? — • 
The com at that date was mostly exported from Navan 
and all the districts round and brought down and shipped 
at Drogheda. 

17127. Was not the main traffic on the canal down- 
wards to Drogheda ? — It was, 

17128. And was mainly com ? — Flour and other 
cereals. 

17129. Now is the traffic all in tlie opposite direction ! 
— -Almost all in the opposite direction. 

17130. Coal and com'are carried inland ! — That is so. 

17131. Has the production of com in that part of 
Ireland much diminished ? — In the County Meath very 
much. That is where the canal terminates. It is nearly 
all grazing land. The actual tonnage conveyed in the 
j^r 1905 by the company was 5,536 tons in their own 
lighters (in the Board of Works’ time there were no 
lighters belonging to the Board of Works), conveyed by 
private barge 2,100 tons. That was close on 8,000 tons, 
all upwards, and the downward traffic was only 107 tons. 

17132. Does the diminution of tillage account for the 
diminution of downwards traffic 1 — That and the decrease 
of population of Ireland largely affect it. 

17133. Has the population of Meath diminished much ? 
— I understand it has ; I cannot give figures but it has 
very much diminished. 

17134. Are there no industries at Navan or Kells or the 
district round Navan ? — Two of the newest industries in 
the district, the bacon factories and saw mills, are both 
situated on the canal, and there is a large milling concern 
there too. They are 1^ miles from the Great Northern 
Railway, IJ miles from the JEdland Great Western Rail- 
way and over twelve miles by road from Drogheda, which 
is their nearest seaport, and two of those yesterday 
requested me to point out the absolute necessity of the 
canal to them. 

17135. Do they at present put much traffic on the 
Triviic canal ? — No. One of them is only recently renovated 

and the other has been about five years in existence. 

17136. With respect to the timber for tie sawmills, 
have you anything to say ! — A lot of that is developing ; 
it is coming down from Navan and going to England by 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire boats. As to the milling 
indostiy in Navan, the coal for that goes up and a lot of 
com goes up too. Over 1,000 tons of com went to one 
merchant alone by it last year. 

17137. What have you to say about the facihties and 

extensions desirable to improve the communication ? 

The tideway of the River Boyne is a serious obstacle to it 

17138. Is it desirable that the canal should be made 

non-tidal ? I suppose it is non-lSdal above Oldbridge ? 

It is non-tidal there. 

17139. Below Oldbridge what happens ? — They must 
wait for the tide often up to six or seven hours. 

17140. What are Mr. McCann’s views on that subject ? 
—I do not think Mr. McCann has really stated what should 
be done but the prevailing idea b that a breakwater or 
a weir should be run across much lower down. 

17141. So as to make the canal non-tidal ?— So as to 
make the canal non-tidaL 

17142. Has he suggested a point just in the town of 
Drogheda near Ball’s Grove, where a lock ought to be 
placed ’—About there. The river at that point is about 
200 feet wide. 


17143. Between, that point and Oldbridge is it quite 
impossible to get up even a pleasure boat drawing eight or 
ten inches of water ? — It is. 

17144. The canal boats have to wait for the tide ?— 

They have to wait sometimes seven houre. 

17145. I suppose the impossibility of getting a boat up 
is only at low water ? — At low water and half tides. 

17146. Is it impossible at half tides ? — It is. You can 
cross the river, but it would not be more than two feet in 
places. 

17147. Would it be more costly to deepen the river r 
than to make a lock ? — I do not think the river could be 
deepened, that b dredged, because I believe limestone 
quarries run so close to the surface that you could not do 
it. I know the district intimately and the stones are 
shown on the surface quite beside the river. 

17148. Would it abo be a great advantage to deepen 
the existing canal in certain stretches ? — It would. 

17149. Which are those ? — There are two portions 
which are rather shallow, that is the Staleen Canal which b 
miles in length and the Rosnaree Canal IJ miles in 
length. They are both somewhat shallow and they are 
about the longest stretches of the canal on the whole route 

17150. What load can be carried on the boats in winter ? 

— They can carry up to forty tons. 

17151. Rather more, can they not ? — We do not care to 
put more than one horse to a forty-ton load. 

17152. In summer to what has that got to be cut down ? 

— Seldom below thirty tons. 

17153. It has to be cut down to about thirty tons ? 

Yes, thirty tons may be called the average tonnage ail the 
year round. 

17154. Is it thought impossible to carry out these 
improvements by private enterprise ? — From the revenue 
of the canal it would be utterly impossible. 

17155. Is it the opinion of the Company and Mr. McCann 
that there would he a prospect of benefit to the trade of 
the country compatible with a reasonable cost ? — With a 
reasonable cost. Yes. 

17156. Could there be a reliable fixed daily service and 
for what reasons do you think so ?— We have done our best 
with the boats and facilities at present at our disposal to 
have a fixed daily service and we find people ate very 
willing to send their goods by it if they can get their goods 
regularly. 

17157. How far is it from the quays at Drogheda to the 
railway ? — Over a mile and all uphill 

17158. Over a mile ? — About a mile. 

17159. At what level is the railway above the quays ? — 

You might put it at 100 feet above the tideway. 

17160. What does the cartage cost on the average !— 

About Is. per ton on the average. 

17161. And for coal and similar commodities is there 
porterage ?~There is porterage in addition which runs 
to about 8d. pet ton from the ship on to the quay. 

17162. These two items alone amount to Is. 8d, ? — 

Yes. 

^ 17163. That has to be added to the railway rates ? — gailwiy 

rales, 

17164. Are they generally higher than the canal rates ? 

—No, for the coal they are exactly the same. For a 
few other things they are higher. The canal have a 
fixed rate for nearly aU heavy goods of 2s. 3d. per ton. 

Hie highest rate they have is 5s. for such goods as drapery. 

17165. Leaving out coal, how much do you think Navan 
is handicapped 1 — Oui rates at 2s. 3d. run to 4s. 6d. for 
say cement and things like that on the railway, and in 
addition to that they have the cartage from the quay up 
and the porterage. That would he over 5a., more than 
double the rate of the canal 
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17166. Generally, would you say a couple of shillings 
was the amount that Navan has to pay more if it has its 
goods by railway ? — Undoubtedly. 

17167. And an efficient waterway would save that 2s. 
per ton S — It would. 

17168. Has Mr. McCann and have the Company any 
views as to the future control of the canals and whether 
they should be acquired ? — He has never expressed 
to me any definite opinion on the matter. 

17169. (Mt. OriUUh.) Is the increased depth you 
refer to in the canal in excess of the requirements of 


your lease — the 4 feet 6 inches ? — The 4 feet 6 inches is 
what is intended. 

17170. What you are bound to maintain ? — Yes. 

17171. Are the improvements you refer to in your 
evidence in excess of that ? — No, just coming up to 
that, to have a uniform depth of 4 feet 6 inches. 


Mr. L. 
Dantrfun, 
Bo>j»e 
isimgaticn. 

13 Ocf. 1906. 


17172. But you are bound to maintain that by your 

lease, and I do not quite understand why it is not done ? 

It would take more than the revenue of the canal to 
do it. 


The H'jVMess uAtMreic. 


Professor Edward Towssend, M.A.. caUed in; and Examined. 


(Oeiiain of the Statements handed in iy are 

printed as A7'peiidix No. 15.) 

17173. {Chairman.) You are the Engineer and Pecretary 
of the Lough Corrib Navigation ? — Yes. 

17174. We have as yet hoard nothing about the Lough 
Corrib Navigation. Perhaps you would explain to us 
as to the cost of the works, and the portion charged 
on the Counties of Galway and Mayo ? — The original 
coat of the works was £102,289, and of that £14,883 
was chai'ged to the County of Mayo, the County of 
the Town of Galway and County Galway. The 
portion charged on the CouTity of the Town of Galway 
was £2,396, on tlie County of Galway £7,743, and 
on County Mayo £4,743. .4.1 present the County of 
the Town of Galway and the County of Galway are united, 
and the County of the Town as such is abolished, so that 
the amount on the County Galway tvould be £10,139 and 
on the County Mayo, £4,743. 

17175. When were those works made t— They were 
finished in 1859 ; that was the date of the award. 

17176. Why is no return made in the Returns to the 
Board of Trade of Lough Corrib Navigation 1 — We have 
never been asked for any. 

17177. What is the mode of appointing Trustee of the 
Navigation ?— The Trustees were originally appointed 
by the Grand Juries of the County Galway and County 
Mayo. After the Local Government Act came into 
existence, the Grand Juries ceased to have any control 
and it was transferred then to the County Cotmeils of 
Galway and Mayo. The Trustees are twelve in number, 
the County Council of Galway, at present including 
the County of the Town, appoints nine, and the County 
Council of Mayo appoints three. 

17178. How does this system work ? — I think it works 
remarkably well. Since the County Councils got control 
of the works, there have been four vacancies, three in 
Galway and one in Mayo, and the County Councils 
have filled them up from their own bodies in some cases, 
but others have been independent people of position living 
in the county and taking an interest in the work. 


the lake for about three miles and then the lake proper Profeeso,- 
begins. Toionsetui, 

T»- Lough 

17185. iou spoke of a canal ? — The canal from the Corrii 
harbour up to I^ugh Corrib is about 1,163 yards. Nctuigalion. 

17186. Have you got a plan t — I have. {Banding in 13 igijg 

a plan and making certain exp/anations thereon.) The river ' 
is navigable right away to the sea. There is a pier at the 
end of the river at Wood Quay in Galway, and the canal 
commences there and goes down 1,163 yards to the sea. 

17187. Con boats come right down the river under the 
bridges ? — Yes. There are live swivel bridges and they 
can all be opened. These bridges are all under the 
Narigation Trustees. 

17188. There is a little bit of canal at the north aide of 
Lough Corrib 7 — That comes under the drainage scheme. 

17189. What size of boats can get up to Cong f — The 
St. Patrick steamer which has been on it for years is a 
steamer of nineteen tone (registered), but she can carry 
40 tons : larger boats than that can get up. 

17190. What load can be carried up on a boat to Cong 5 
— .4ny boat that can draw not more than 8§ feet of water. 

17191. WUl they cany as much as 120 tons 7 — I think 
some boats carry 50 bringing down timber. 

17192. As regards the financial position of the Naviga- 
tion, can you tell the Commission whnt it is 7 — Its financial 
position is sound. It is kept up partially by the tolls but 
principally by the contributions from the counties. 

17193. Can you state the nature of the traffic and the 
amount of it 7 — Yes, 1 can give you that. The traffic con- 
sists principaliy of meal, bran, coal, timber, flour, c.>mont, 
guano, patent manures, and merchandise of everydescrip- 
tion. There is a good deal of limber both up and down. 

17194. Is that principally to Cong or to other places on 
Lough Corrib ? — Principally to Cbng. There is apier about 
half way between Cong and Lough Corrib, called Kilbeg as 
5’ou will see on the map, and there is a great deal of traffic 
to that pier. It supplies a large district leading up to 
Headford. 


17179. Has the maintenance and administration by the 
Trustees been satisfactory 7 — I have heard no complaints, 

17180. Do you think this is a system which would 
he suitable for other districts ?— I thinkit would. I have 
found no difficulty whatever in getting the money. 
The trustees meet twice every year, they vouch and audit 
all the accounts, and they sand the result to the County 
Councils and also an estimate of the works for the ensuing 
half-year, and the County Councils have always paid 
punctually the amounts required. 

17181. Is the business of the Trustees solely navigation, 
or is it also drainage 7 — There is a separate body for the 
Arterial Drainage— the drainage of Lough Corrib. There 
are three bodies altogether, the Milling Board, the 
Navigation Trustees and the Drainage Trustees. 

17182. Does that work well ! Do the functions of 
these different bodies not clash f — I do not think they do. 

17183. Can you describe the present condition of the 
navigation 7 — It is in very good order, The navigation 
consists of a canal, reaching from the harbour to the upper 
waters, 1,163 yards in length. 

17184. Is the river at Galway utilised 7 — It is. From 
the quay in Galway there is the rivet Corrib extending to 


1 7 195. Ate there any industries at Cong or at Headford 7 
— No, I do not think so except agrieultare. 

17196. It is chiefly agricultural traffic 7 — Agricultural 
traffic. 

17197. Are there any com mills or anything of that 
kind 7 — No, there are no mills, 

17198. What is the amount of traffic in the year 7—1 Traffic.. 
have the traffic for the last five years. In 1903-04 the 
receipts amounted to £465 including £422 from county 
rates, and the expenditure was £467. The average traffic 
for the last five years has been about 4,000 tons ; I have it 
for each year, but for the five years it was 20,651 tons. 

17199. Is that inward and outward 7 — Altogether. 

17200. Which is the greatest — the inward or outward 7 
— The outward. There is a good deal of timber when 
woods on the border of the lake are cut down. That 
occurs periodically but the traffic is principally derived from 
goods sent out from Galway. The steamers carry a great 
deal of passenger traffic too, particularly on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays (the market days) ; people come in and bny 
thdr goods in Galway and there is a good deal of passenger 
traffic. In the summer the tourists avail themselves of the 
steamers too. 
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17201. Have you a legular service 7— OJi, yes. 

17202. Wiutcr and svunroer ? — Winter and summer all 
tli'migh. 

17203. Is there an additional service in summer for the 
lomists 1 — In summer they i-un the double journey from 
Galway to Cong and back in the one day but in winter 
they go up one day and come back the nest. This 
eutuuier there were three steamers on, two continuously 
and one lately. 

17204. MTrat is the nature of the boats that go up and 
douii t How much can these steamers take in die way of 
passenger traffic ? — Two are registered nineteen tons ; 
one of them is licensed to carry 150 passengeis, and the 
other 200; the Ihir.'l steamer is under fifteen tons and is 
licensed to carry 80 paesrnjers. 

17205. What are the boats like that are used for 
ngiicultural produce ? — They are practically defunct now ; 
thei'e used to be sailing boats but since the steamers were 
put on regularly they have vanished altogether. 

17206. How is the timber carried ? — There were special 
steamers put on at the time the woods were cut down, but 
the timber sent out from Galway (deal planks, roofing 
mrterial, flooring boards) are carried up by the present 
steamers. Several woods were cut down in the upper 
waters lately and they provided a special steamer to 
bring dowm that tamber. 

17207. Who does the carrying upon this Lough Corrib 
Naiigation ? — There are separate companies which have 
those steamers. 

17208. The trustees do no carrying ? — No. 

17209. They own no boats ? — They only keep the 
works in order. 

17210. You hand in a statement of the accounts ? — 
Yes, I have the total expenditure and the total receipts 
for five years [handing in the statement). 

17211. [2Ir. Griffith.) You told us that the financial 
position of this navigation depended upon subsidies 
from the counties adjoining and from tolls on the vessels 
engaged in trade ; could you give us for the information 

of the Commission the proportions of those charges ? 

On an average the tolls come to £40 a year. 

17212. And the subsidy 2 — The subsidy varies from 
year to year but on the average the total expenditure 
comes to about £420 or £430. 

17213. About £380 is from the counties and £40 from 
tlie traffic 1 — Yes. The trustees have to keep up five 
swivel bridges and the traffic on them is enormous and 
costs them a good deal. 

17214. Does the county not contribute ?— They pay 
indirectly in the way I have suggested ; that is part of 
the work of the trustees. 

17215. Because they are opening bridges ? — Yes. 

17216. It is simply the difference between the cost 
of maintenance of a fixed bridge and an opening bridge 

which is charged to the navigation, I suppose t The 

timber requires very constant renewal and the ironwork 
too. They are very old bridges now, being about fifty 
years old. 

17217. You t hi n k the navigation, although it requires 
such a large subsidy from the locahty, is of great use to 
the neighbourhood f — It is of great use. 

17218. Would you propose that a aiTniUr system of 
rating of the country at large should be adopted for the 
na\'igations throughout Ireland, seeing so many of them 
are not paying ? — I think in the sparsely inhabited dis- 
tricts it ought to be adopted, but in other districts that 
are well off probably they would not require anyaubsidy. 

17219. Yon think that the tolls and so forth should be 
sufficient ? — Connemara is a very poor county in compari- 
son with other districts. 

17220. We hear that story from all the navigations we 
have been hearing about ’—You could not compare 
Ooimemara with ileath and Kildare ; the country in 
Coimemata is very poor. 

17^1. You gave us the registered tonnage of these boats 
which was really no guide to us as to size ; could you 
furnish the Commissioa with the sizes of the vessels that 
nre used ? — They are capable of carrying from 150 to 200 
passengers ; very often they have excursions particularly 
in summer and then they carry no merchandise. 


17222. Are they 100 feet long ?— I diink so. 

17223. Do they pass through the locks ? — Yes, They 
do not pass through the locks every day ; but they have 
to be examined by the Board of Trade, and for that pur- 
pose they must go down to the tidal leaoh. 

17224. Hie lock is the limiting size ; perhaps you can 
give US its dimensions ? — The locks are 20J feet wide. 

17225. And their length 7—130 feet. 


1722G. (Jfr. Crossley.) You say there is 4,000 tons of 
traffic ; what is it 7 — It consists principally of meal 
guano, patent manures, limber, flour, bran and feeding 
stuffs generally and all kinds of merchandise. 

17227. Is it all upwards ? — All upwards to Headford 
and Cong. 

17228. And no return ?— Except the timber, and 
passengers. 

17229. (Sir Frattcis Hopwood.) Was this navigation 
made under an Act of Parliament ? — Oh, yes. 

17230. (Chairmart.) Have you anything else to say , 

Would you mind my just mentioning to this Commission 
how the level of the water in Lough Corrib is regulated, and 
the reason I ask you is that I have been informed by my 
friend Mr. Perry that he has some extraordinary crotchet 
about it^ and I would like to state how affairs are managed 
at present. According to the Drainage Award, in GoJway 
there are five sluices altogether and a regulating 
weir. The Drainage Tiustees have the control 
of this regulating weir end sluices, the height of 
the water in the lake is regulated by those sluices 
and by falling boards over a weir about 500 feet 
long. The levels are taken every morning in Galway, 
aud there is a man there to take them and work the sluices. 

What I desire to call particular attention to is the guide 
or direction to the engineer which is contained in the 
Drainage Award made in 1859. “The water surface 
to be regulated by means of the sluices and falling boards 
in the regulating weir and also by the waste sluice on 
the river at Galway so that the minimum or 

lowest level shall not fall below 29.20 feet above 

the datum line at the ordinary summer level or 

rise above the maximum level of 31.20 above 

datum at the winter level. For tliia purpose the 
sluices and falling boards are, at the commencement of 
the rainy season, in the autumn of each 3 ear, to be opened to 
such 80 extent as \vill keep the surface of the lake through- 
out the wet season as near its minimum level as pos- 
sible : and on the approach of the dry season in spring 
the sluices and falling boards are to be closed when the 
lake is at or near its maximum level, such level being 
necessary for a sufficient supply of water for the preser- 
vation of the power of the mills and the maintenance of 
a sufficient depth of water for navigation purposes.” If 
this was strictly carried out on the approach of the dry 
season, a period that is quite indefinite and not settled 
in any way, various difficulties might ensue. We have 
been puzzled for several years to know when the dry 
season begins. It is stated that at the beginning of the 
dry season the water is to be kept up to the maximum 
level of the lake. The consequence is that the millers 
do not care how much water is kept up ; they want to 
keep up the whole body of water, but that affects the 
drainage people most injuriously. There are conflicting 
interests concerned in the matter. The millers and 
the navigation wish to have the water kept up as 
much as possible while 4he drainage would want 
to have the sluices open as muoh as possible 
to let down the floods from the upper waters. It is 
a very large district about forty miles long which is 
comprised within the Lough Corrib Drainage. The 
millers were always dissatisfied at the time we 
put up the boards (I had no interest in the 
thing one way or another and I acted like a machine; 
and they thought the gates were not put down suffi- 
ciently early. If what they wish were done, keeping 
up the lake to the maximum level, the whole country 
would be flooded and the drainage peop'e would be ruined. 

I did the best thing I could to accommodate both parties 

but it is a very hard thing to carry out. What I wish to | 

call your attention to is this : Constant reports are made 

to the Board of Works on this subject and they sent yo. IS- I 

down hfc. Dick, who was a celebrated hydraulic engineer i 

and chief engineer to the Board of Works, to enquire | 
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iato the -whole of this subject. He spent several days or 
months making experiments on the level of the water in 
the lake ; he examined all the levels which were taken 

every clay in Galway and so on, and he found I do not 

know what the reason of it was— that instead of taking 
31-20 as the maximum level 30-20 should have been 
the maximum level. That made a toot of difference 
and then he gave a table shewing the height that the 
water should be kept at, first defining when the dry 
season commenced. He fixed that on the 1st April and 
then he stated the height that the water should be kept 

at from that date — down to summer level for several 

months. That I have been adhering to strictly for the 
last six years. Mr. Perry, I think, objects to it. 

17231. Is Mr. Perry’s objection connected rvith th 
navigation, because the only question this Commission 

ha-ve to deal with is the question of the navigation ? 

Of course it is connected with the Navigation Trustees 
but Mr. Perry is an engineer. There is a Milling Board 
corresponding to the Drainage Board and the Naviga- 
tion Board, and Mr. Perry is engineer and secretary to 


the Milling Board and ho is also proprietor or one of the 
mills, so that he naturally takes a verv great interest in 
this. He thinks that we ought to stick to the original 
maximum level put down in the award, 31 --20, a level 
which, according to the levels we have taken, tlie lake 
scarcely ever attains to, and that we should not adopt 
the scheme that Mr. Dick has recommended. E brought 
this before the Drainage Commissioners and gave them Mr. 
Dick’s Tables, and if your Lordship wishes I can give 
you a copy of the same. 


Pro/i-esor 

Toii-nseiid, 

Vc,~, ib 
yuciffnlicn. 

13 Ocl. 1808- 


17232. I do not quite foEow your long statement, but 
bi'ieffy do you think it is necessary to keep the level of 
Lough Corrib as arranged by Mr. Dick ?— I think it is 
absolutely necessary. 

17-233. For the purposes of navigation ? — Yes, so far 
as all parties are concerned. 

17234. Is there anything further you wish to say ? 

No. 


The Witness Kitlidreu;. 


Mr. James Perry, called in ; and Examined. 


17235. (Chairman.) You are County Surveyor to the 
County of Galway ! — I am, of the western district of 
Galway. 

17236. Do you appear on their behalf ? — I do not. 

17237. Are you also, as the lost witness stated, engineer 
to the Milling Board ? — Yes. 

17238. And proprietor of a mill ?— Well, I am a share- 
holder in the Galway Electric Company and they own 
mills. 

17239. Have you any official connection with the 
Lough Corrib Navigation ? — None. 

Corrib 17240. Is the traffic from the sea to Lough Coirib ptao- 
Nuigation. tieally nil ?— It is. 

17241. Is the traffic on Lough Corrib, as has been 
stated, a small ti-affic ? — A small traffic. 

17242. We have the figures from Professor Townsend 
himself so I need not take you through them, but do 
you consider the business done slight compared with the 
capital expenditure on this imdertaking ? — Very slight. 

17243. How long have you been county surveyor to 
the Western Division of Galway ?— Twenty-four' years ; 
I put twenty-two in my statement but 1 have corrected 
that. There is also another slight correction that I 
want to make, and I think it also applied to Professor 
Townsend’s evidence ; the expenses of maintenance are 
not chaiged, or ought not to be charged, to the whole 
County of Galway but to certain Baronies of the County 
\ of Galway. 

i 17244. When you say “ ought not.,” as a matter of 

fact how are they charged ! — That I do not know ; I 
have not enquired into that, but they ought to be, because 
the Award of the Board of Works settles it, charged to 
certain Baronies and not to the whole county. 

17245. That is rather a legal question, is it not ? — 
This Award settles the area ; it is the Baronies of Moy- 
cuEen, Clare, Dunkillen, and Dunmore and the county 
of the town of Galway, which may be considered a Baronv 
now and which was formerly a separate county, 

17246. Is there a railway which serves the western 
side of Lough Corrib ? — There is, and I have marked it 
in pencE on the map 1 have placed before you. 

17247. Is that a Light Railway 7— It is caEed a Light 
Railway ; it is an ordinary Irish gauge from Galway to 
Clifden belonging to the Mdland Great Western Rahway 
Company. That which I have marked on my map is 
not a railway that was made ; it is only a proposed rail- 
way. 

17248. The RaEway No. 2, and No. 3 has not heeu 
made ?— No, it happens to be there because I took the 
railway map and coloured it. 

17249. Along the eastern shore there is no raEway T — 
There is no railway. 

17250. For many years did Lord Ardilaun work a 
steamer between Galway and Cong 7 — Yes. 


Ii251. Did that caU at Kilbeg on the way 7— Yes. j p-y 

17252. Since that time have some Galway men started H 
a wooden steamer ? — They have. ’.fuhvaij. 

17253. Has it been a financial success ?— I believe 13 Oct. 1S06 
it has. __ 


17254. Has a second smaU steamer been put on the 
Lough ? — There was a small steamer put on by Professor 
Trench and now there is a third steamer, one of tlie 
Shannon steamers, I believe. 


1<253. What, in your opinion, are the difficulties of the 
navigation? — The difficulties of the navigation in the Kdvii.atiim 
past have been the want of sufficient water for the kind ' ^ 
of steamer that was used. 


17256. Do you think that the surface of Lough Corrib 
falls below the minimum fixed by the Board of Works 
Award ? — It does. 

17257. Is there one piece of intricate navioation 7 

There is. 

17258. Where is that ? — I wiU show it on the map. 

(The witness pointed it out on the plan.) 

17259. Is that rocky and shallow ?— Yes. The Boajxl 
of Works’ .-Iward states that the minimum depth should 
be 6i feet., but my experience is that it is less than that 
praeticaUy. 

17260. What is the failure of the navigation mainly Defects- 
due to ? — I think it is mainly due to boats not of the 
proper character having been put on ; I think if there 
were boats of the proper character there there should be 
very considerable traffic towards Galway. 

17261. What do you mean by boats of a proper- char- 
acter 7 — Boats that would carry cattle and pi^. The 
lioats that have been in use are not suited for that Winrl 
of traffic. I think you would have a considerable cattle 
and pig traffic if there were suitable boats. 

17262. Is there want of sufficient accommodation ? 

— There is want of sufficient accommodation at the 
quays both storage and quayage. 

17263. Are you speaking chiefly of Galway and Cong 
or anywhere else ? — There is a storage at Cong but not 
at Kilbeg. Practically the points touched at are mainly 
KEbeg and Cong, but there ought to he storage at every 
place. Professor Trench’s steamer runs up to Maam, 
which I now point out on the plan. 

17264, Twenty years ago were you building a bridge 
at KEbride 7 — I was. 

17263. Did you try to send goods by steamer from 
Galway to Cong 7 — Yea, repeatedly the steamer wa^ 
unable to take a couple of tons of cement for me owing 
to the lowness of the water in Lough Corrib. 

17266. What is the draught when the water is low 7 

I could not give you the exact figure for that ; I have not 
measured it. 
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Hr. J. Perrij, 17267. The water must- bo very low lor you not to be 
M.lnst. C.h„ able to take two tons of cement. 

Qalmay. 

17268. (Professor Tovinsend.) It is 5| feet. This 

13 Oct, 19U6. seldom occurs aiid only at a few places. 

17269. (IFi'iness.) feet is what is in the award. 
The original steamer that was maintained by Lord Ardi- 
laun was a paddle steamer, and the present steamers are 
screw steamers. Of course screw steamers take rather 
more depth. 

17270. (Chairman.) Have you any complaint to make 
on the subject of the freights ? — No, I have no com- 
plaint to make on the subject of the freights. 

17271. Is it your opinion that there mil soon be required 
a large expenditure to renew the bridges ?— Certainly. 
17272. Are these the bridges at Galway ? — Yes. 

17273. Are theyin a badatatefromoldageandrusting ' 
—Yes. 

17271. Have you particularly examined these bridges ? 
--Yes, I have particularly examined the Dominick Street 
Bridge. 

1 7275. Is it your opinion that a completely new bridge 
is required ? — It is. 

17276. Do 5'ou think that the whole of the canal from 
the river to the sea should be cleared out f— I do. 

17277. Would that be a coatly operation ? — It would 
cost some money ; there Ls a great quantity of stones and 
rubbish thro^m into it. 

17278. And you think that could not be done at the 
expense of the counties without their complaining ? — 
I am quite sure they would complain. 

17279. Do you want to see a great deal more done to 
this navigation ? — 1 do not want to see much more done 
to the navigation, but I think if it were properly taken in 
hand and suitable Ijoats put on. the navigation would 
be a succeas. 

17280. What do you say as to the administr.ation by 
the county councils ? Are they, in your opinion, a good 
body to administer the navigation ?— I think they are. 

17281. Are they financially strong enough for that ? 

They arc, quite. 

17282. What would you suggest they ought to do in 
the way of boats ? — I would suggest that the county 
•council should put on proper boats and work them. 

17283. How many 7 — I would begin with two, and 
probably more would be needed. 

17284. Would one of those be for passengers and light 
goods and the other for heavy goo^ 7 — Yes, the other 
for heavy goods and for cattle' 

17285. You think they should be of apecial desicn 
with light draught ! — I do. “ 

17286. And would they want powerful lights for getting 
through the narrows in the Lough 7— Certainly, if they 
are to be worked at night ; occasionally fogs come on there 
and the boat would have to lie up, but they could do a 


ExpciKliiure 

necessary. 


good deal more work if they had powerful head lights I 
think. ’ 

17287. You do not advocate any now waterway ?— 
No, I think if the works were made complete according 
to the award of tlie Board of Works they would be satis- 
factory. 1 want to say that the Board of Works,’ fioures 
arc not quite reliable. ® 

17288. To what figures arc you alliidine— the figures 

handed to the Commission by Mr. Stevenson ? I do not 

know what those were hut I refer to the figures in the 
Board of Works award. 

17289. Are you speaking now of their figures as regards 
the original cost or what ?— No, it is the figures dwiling 
with the level of the lake. It lias to do witJi the naviga- 
tion because, of course, the minimum level of the lake 
settles the minimum depth on those shoals. Ihe Board 
of Works award says that the minimum level should he 
29-2 over datum, but the regular levels are taken on a 
gauge which is at the weir at Galway and the Board of 
Works say that in summer nine inchk is to be added to 
the level taken at the weir for the level of die lake. 
That would make the level at the weir 28 -45 over datum ■ 
hut then in another part of the same award they say 
that the level at the mill, which is a quarter of a mile 
down stream from that, is to he 29. So that according 
to this Board of Works award the water is practically 
to flow six inches up hill for this quarter of a mile. 

17290. It there anything more you wish to say on 
the Board of Works figures 7— That is mainly what 1 
want to say, and it is largely because the millers, for 
whom I am personally and officially interested, are praoti- 
callv in the same boat with the navigation. 

17291. (Sir Francis Hopivood.) On the whole you Hiint- 
this is a satisfactory navigation ? — I do. 

17202. you have pointed out to us various amend- 
ments which in your judgment would make it a completely 
satisfactoiy navigation 1 — I think if it were put in good 
order it would be a completely satisfactory navigation. 

1 <293. We have before us on the notes all the suggestions 
which you desire to make in order to make it a completely 
satisfactory navigation ? — Yes. 

17294. (Mr. OrifJUh.) As regards these new bridges you 
say would be necessary, I understand from Professor 
Townsend’s evidence that something like nine-tenths of the 
cost of such work would be contributed by the county ? — 
The bridges are not connected with the county at all: 
they are within the limits of the Galway Urban Council, but 
they would be contributed to by the county. 

17296. That is what I want to know ; so that tliere ought 
to be no difficulty in arranging between the county and the 
navigation as to these necMsary bridges ? — The county 
practically control the navigation, and the county practically 
I»y all the money, and all I say is that when the county find 
Mat they have these bridges to renew (I was talking to the 
Chairman about it the other day) they will not like it. 

17296. But they will have to do it ?— They will have to do 
it. 

The Witness loithdrew. 


ProlMMr EDWiaD Toivasm, ret.niri , (urtlier Eamiaed. 


Professor 17297. (Chairman.) Ta there anything you would like t 
Townsend, say -with regard to the evidence which has just been eive 

.\ai,^ion. the bridges, the expense of those bridges was former] 
13 Oci. 19(ie. t^»«'C’ountyoftheTownof Galway, butno 

the County of the Townand the County are joined togethi 

md the County of the Town is obUterated altogether, the 
obhgationa being transferred by the Act of Parliament t 
the County CouneO. The bridges are in good workin 

oondibon. Of coarse theyhave been up forfiftyyears bt 

every year there has been a good deal of money expende 
m uuproving the timber work, putting new sheol^g oj 
and also repairing the ironworks. Some of them -wi 
require new ironworks in a few years. I am trvin<» to g( 


as much as I can out of them without putting tho county 
council to so much expense. 

17298. You heard the criticism made by Mr. Perry on 
the figures of the Board of Works award os regards the 
level of the lake ; _ do you agree with that eritieism or 
, j u * ^ what he suggests were carried out it 

would be fatal to the Drainage interests. What Mr. 
Perry suggests is that the sluices should be put down at 
Me maximum level early in spring, and that would be 
Ml drainage interests. At that time of the year 
the Idlers have heaps of water and do not require it ; it is 
only in the late summer that the millets require the water. 

The Witness withdrew. 
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Jlt. Jamks Barton, called in ; and Examined. 


17299. {Chairman.) I need not aay you are a member 
of tie Institution of Civil Engineers and you bave been 
Engineer to the Newry Harbour Trust since its formation ? 
—That is 80 , tie Harbour Trust has only been a few years 
in existence. 

17300. And for several years previously you were 
Engineer to the Newry Navigation Company ? — Yes. 

17301. They own the same oanals and port works ? — 
Yes. 

17302. These works give a water communication from 
Carlingford Lough to Lough Neagh ? — They do. 

17303. And tirougli Lough Neagh to other waterways ? 
—Yea, the waterways which you have been examining 
lately. 

ye«tT 17301. Therefore the Newry Canal serves certain 

p 'ual distant points like ConlisJand, Monaghan, Moira, Lisburn, 
and Belfast ? — Yes. 

17305. What towns and districts does it serve more 
directly ? — Poyntzpass, Scarva, Guilford, Tanderagee and 
Portadown. 

17306. What is tlie length of Carlingford Lough ? — 
About ten miles from the entrance to Warren Point. 

17307. Is the water deep ? — Yes, there is a very con- 
siderable portion of that Lough which is very deep water, 
and it was for the purpose of opening up that that the 
cutting of the bar was accomplished several years ago, 
which affects the whole question of intemai navigation as 
well. The bar at the entrance had upon it only about 
7 feet or feet and it was a long bar which extended for 
about three quarters of a mile from the lighthouse sea- 
wards. About the year 1867 there was a first move made 
about it and a Commission was formed at that time to 
cut a channel through the bar and Government lent to 
them £80,000, which they expended between 1867 and 1873. 

17308. Was this done under your superintendence J — 
Yes ; I recommended the excavation of this channel as 
probably requiring veiy little after expense inasmuch as 
it gave the tide a free entrance by a shorter route than 
that which it took before and that it would probably 
keep the channel clear. The result has proved eo. 

17309. This was cut through hard clay and boulders ? — 
Hard clay and boulders. 

17310. Has the Lough thus been opened to an increase 
of trade and made into a safety harbour ? — Yes, it has. 
hwrtance 17311. Has the importance of Newry as a harbour been 
.'.*iewry. largely increased ? — No doubt it has ; the opening of it 
has had refiex effects which have not been in some 
respects favourable to the particular Navigation interest 
which is represented before you to-day, but it has had 
a very large public effect. In the first place it so opened 
the Carlingford Lough to steamer traffic at all times of 
the tide that the London and North Western Railway 
Company was induced to undertake new port works at 
Greenore and to connect those works by railway with 
both Newry and Dundalk. I carried out those works for 
them. They have made a port at Greenore which has 
daily sailings at a fixed hour for Holyhead, and fast boats 
enabling the London and North Western Railway to do 
the distance from Belfast to London now in between 
twelve and thirteen hours. 

17312. Has the channel maintained its depth ever since 
these alterations t — It has ; there has been on dredging 
done within that excavated channel. The channel is 400 
feet wide and 14 feet deep at low watei', and then within 
that there is a narrower channel deeper, 18 feet at low 
water, which would enable targe timber and grain vessels 
to come in without being delayed by the tide. 

17313. Was some further excavation undertaken some 
jears later by the Newry Navigation Company ? — Yes, 
that was entirely different from the other but followed 
upon the other inasmuch as the Carlingford Lough became 
then an important centre for merchandise to be brought 
into, and large grain vessels and timber vessels came in 
.greater- number. Then the to^vn of Newry for itself was 
' anxious to get improved access, and having this navigation 

I as far as a look called Victoria Look, the Navigation 

-Company carried out a project for carrying a further 


channel from that down to the Carlingford Lough. I Jos. 

might perhaps show you generally a map which would 
explain the facts (showing the same to the Chairman and 
making an e-vplanation thereon). ” 

17314. You have explained to the Commission that 13 Oet. 

below Newry as far as the Victoria Lock and beyond into 

tlie deep water of Carlingford Lough there is a ship canal ? 

17315. I want to ask how many tons can ships carry 
which pass through your Victoria Look up to tlie harbour 
of Newry ? — You could have a vessel of up to 200 feet long 
and up to 50 feet wide and drawing 14 feet. 

17316. Then a very considerable tonnage could be taken ? 

— Yes, about 700 tons. This diagram gives the section 
along this line from Portadown the whole way {?ianding in 
the same). 

17317. That is 151 and the summit level would be 177 ? 

— Y'es, and the low water is 100. 

17318. And high water about llo ?— Yes. 

17319. (J/r. Crossley.) How deep would the out be ? — 

Something about 70 feet. 

17320. {Chairman.) If it were proposed to make a 
cutting so as to let ofi the waters of Lough Neagh by way 
of Newry into Carlingford Lough, would a cutting of 77 
feet be necessary ? — Something about that. It would be 
diflerent at different points because there would be a fall 
from 150 down to 100. There is a fall of 50 feet. 

17321. And what depth of cutting would be necessary 7 
— Something about 70 feet at the deep part running to a 
small thing at each end. 

17322. That would be a very formidable e.xpendituie ? 

— Very formidable, especially as, if it was attempted teaEy 
to supplement the drainage to any extent by it of Lough 
Neagh, it would need to be very wide. The weir over 
which the water passes from Lough Neagh into the Lower 
Bann is about 1,200 feet wide, and 1 do not mean that you 
would require at all 1,200 feet, but that may give you an 
idea of what a large quantity of water is passing over it. 

17323. The work you have described in connection 
with the excavation of a channel to moke the lower end of 
the Ship Canal, makes the Victoria Lock available to its 
full depth and enables timber and grain vessels drawing 
as much as 20 feet, or nearly 20 feet, to come up ? — Yes, 
they are enabled to come up in this way ; they could not 
come up with their full load into the 14 feet canal but they 
can come up through the channel cut by the Navigation 
Company at high water into a basin which lies a little 
below the Victoria Lock. I will show you another plan 
here {exhibiting the same). 

17324. Is that caUed the Victoria Basin ? — Yes. This 
is a large scale plan of part of the River and here is the 
Victoria Lock, and the south end of this plan shovs the 
cut which I have just been speakiHg of. That is Carling- 
ford Lough at one end, and there is a cut straight 
through the scaur at Warrenpoint which was dry 
formerly at low water, and these vessels can come up. 

I show wliere there is a portion of the river widened 
and very deep in which they can lie and be lightened j 
lighters take a portion up through the locks and the 
vessel when lightened to 1 4 feet can pass up. 

17325. Was all tbia accomplished without any Govern- 
ment grant ? — £80,000 was given to the cutting at the 
bar and, if I remember right, there was a loan at a low 
rate to the Navigation Company, but I am not perfectly 
sure about that. 

17326. And with respect to this other cutting in con- 
nection with the Ship Canal, that was done wi^out any 
Government grant ? — There was a loan, but it is being 
paid off. 

17327. As regards the Newry Navigation Company, 
were they heavily taxed by it ? — It was the Newry 
Navigation Company that borrowed the money. I do not 
believe any portion of it was put upon the general tax- 
ation.? 

17328. Bttt the ratepayers have had to pay heavily lor 
this ? — Not the ratepayers. 
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3/r. JiU. -17329. Through the navigation company ?— No ; no 
of >3 paid by the ratepayers. The loan iras to the 
' ^ Dindail: ' company and they paid upon it. 

. 17330. But for the purpose of repayment had not the 

13 Ihi. IflOii ratepayers to come in then ? No. 

17331. Was it paid by the tolls ? — It is paid by the 
tolls. 

17332. Who are the OTOers of this Newry Navigation 
now ? — The Newry Navigation has passed over to the 
Newry Port and Harbour Trust which is held for the 
benefit of the to\vn. 

17333. VlTio elect this trust t — The town of Newry 
iMMgation. elects their own tou-n council and I think probably Mr. 

Irwin, who foEows me, will give you the details with greater 
accuracy than I would. 

17334. Does the Newry River bring down a considerable 
amount of fine mud ? — Yes, and that comes down the 
channel of the river outside the canal, but below the 
Victoria Lock it is deposited in the river. 

17335. Does it get deposited both in the Victoria Look 

and in the Victoria Basin ? — In the Victoria Basin yes, 

and some back again in the lock by the tide, and that of 
course is a constantly increasing factor of injury to the 
channel and ought to be kept clear. 

17336. Has the Harbour Trust any suitable dredger ?— 
No. Some years ago they had a rather old-fashioned 
dredger, but for the cutting of that channel they were 
obliged to hire some of the most powerful dredgers, and 
did so. That was for a time, but they have no dr^ger 
now suited either for the inland canal or for that Lower 
Navigation, and it is very important that they should be 
able to do that. 


17337. That is for want of funds, is it ?— It is. They 
are able to pay their way, the interest on money. 

17338, You think a pair of powerful dredgers, one of 

them with sand pumps, would be desirable ? I have 

ventured to suggest that Ne\ny would probably be found 
by you to be one of three or four, or perhaps more, of 
singer ports in which the expense of keeping up a large 
is both very much out of proportion to the work 
that has to be done and also it is not a good thing for a 
dredger to be just ocoasionaOy employed and put by. 
It requires to be kept at work and every part of its 
machinery in thorough order and its bands aE ready if 
you would work it economically; and if the Government 
w-ere disposed to assist these amaUer ports for the purpose 
of helping inland navigation this is one way that I would 
suggest for your consideration. 

17339. Would you suggest that these dredgers might not 

be employed entirely at one port, but might be employed 
at other places also ?— Yes. The Board of Works have 
made an experimental attempt of the kind ; they have a 
amah dredger, I do not know much of where it is worked 
o^hat has been the result, but I know they have a small 
over it at Kingstown some few years ago, 
and 1 think it was with a view to this very kind of thine 
but I hardly think it was at all suited for dealing with any- 
thing large. •' 

17340. Would a bucket dredger for harder material 
also ^ necessary ?— I think so ; I think that probably 
two dredgers, one a bucket dregder for harder material 
aud another a sand pump dredger where sand occurred 
would be the most economical things to haye, and if they 
were mamtained in Dublin or Kingstown and were 
available probably at the suggestion of the Board of 
Horks, or under their charge, that would be one way 
of doing It, and they might be lent free of charge to 
tliese harbours for a few months occasionally. 

17341. Besides the silting up, do the inland naviga- 
tions get narrowed by weeds and deposit ’—They do 
and that requires , litUe more than the narigatloti eai 
genetaUy manage with, a fern men for malntenanee : 
It would be done a great deal more cheaply if it could 
be done with a small power dredger that would clear 
away the mland navigations and deposit the dredaincs 
outside on the land of the canal. * * 

17342. Do you think in that case a dredger might 
worg on more than one waterway ? — I do. 

17343. And you think if the Goverament were to 
possess some suitable dredgers and to lend them for 


these purposes both in a port Eke that which you haye 
just been describing and aUo on the inland waterwai-s 
that would be a great help ?— I do. and I think at the' 
present time by having the matter very carefuUy con 
sidered instead of just ordering small dre^ers, appEances 
especially suited to the cleaning up of canal work, cutting 
away weeds and throwing them on one side, should be 
devised so that a very small power would do this very 
much more cheaply than it is facing done. ■’ 

17344. Is it also desirable that there should be an 

enlar^ment of the Albert Basin at Newry ? Yes. I 

mentioned this because in connection with the inland 
canal the port has now become, perhaps the first case 
I know of and certainly the first in Ireland, the property 
of and under the management of the same hand as the 
Inland Navigation. This canal and the port arc now in 
the one hand and therefore the development of this 
basin at Newry, so as to make room for tho trade, is in the 
same hand as the Inland Navigation. 

17345. Is that a good arrangement ? Are you glad 
to see them in the same hand ?— I am ; I think it is a 
very good arrangement. 

17346. Do you suffer at all from the fact that the 
Upper Waters, what is called the Upper Bann Naviga- 
tion, are in a different hand ?— No, I do not know that 
we do ; the Upper Bann Navigation is practically in our 
hands as far as we go into the Bann aud out at Porta- 
down, and into Lough Neagh. 

17347. That is a point upon which wj have had rather 
conflicting statements made to us ? — I may be a little 
incorrect there: in what respect. 


xuc suiwimeiu, inaL uas Dcen made to us is 
that from iVliitecoat Point to Lough Neagh, and then 
again from Lough Neagh up as far as the Blackwater goes 
and the Ulster Canal begins, is under one control, that 
of the Upper Bann Navigation ? — That would be as to 
its maintenance, I presume ? 

17349. Yes ?— I am not able to answer you about that. 

T ®®n®»Ey you would attach impoi-tance to the .^nialeun 

inland Navigations being under one control instead oftioaanJ 
under a great many different controls as they are now Coattol. 
In the same district I think it would be an advantage but 
It would have a disadvantage as well. I have never 
heard that question, just put to me before, but I can 
easily see ^at assuming that the Lagan Navigation 
was in the hands of the same body who controlled the 
Newr y Na vigation itmight be very injurious to the Port 
of Newry; that is to say. if that body exercised any 
mfluenee towards mcreasing the trade with Belfast they 
^ght possibly have interests diverse from Newry. I 
think on the whole, probably, it is a safer thing where 
you have a central point like Lough Neagh that each 
port competing, of course, as they do with other porte, 
should seek to do the most tliey can for themselves. 

17351. Where a port like either Newry or BeUast is 
concerned you think it is dasirablethat there should he 
some means of bringing in local interest and local control ? 

—Oh, yes, I think so. 

17352. Whateyer general control the Government. 

Department might have over the 
Inland Waterways of the country ’—Quite so. 

17353. l^ght the two in your judgment he combined— 
the advantage of the central control over the whole, 
with the local interest represented in the local control ? 

-I tlimk quite possibly; I think it quite possible that 
It might trn a great pubEc advantage that the main- 
^ ^ standard of the works 

should be in one hand. 

confining yourself as regards the local 
carrying or had you also had 

w on Ike Newry N«vig.tion '-raJ 

iNewry Navigation charges a toll. 

O"0*ig done by the eomp.ny I- 
ihey do not do any oarr3nng themselves. 

lespect to the whole 

thfSde 

**^®®® to be guarded in the 
local interest by persons acquainted with that interest 
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and capable of holding their own against the interests of 
a rival port f — Quite so, that U the interest of the develop- 
ment of the tra^, I believe. 

17358. Otherwise Newy might suffer at the expense 
of a great port like Belfast ? — Quite so. 

17359. To come back to the Albert Basin, what has 
prevented the enlargement of the .Albert Basin and an 
extension of the quay walls ? — Simply the same question 
of increasing the capital upon which the interest would 
have to be paid for doing so. 

17360. There has been a danger of over capitalising 
such an undertaking ? — Yes, and we have a very cautious 
Board in Newry who considers this matter very care- 
fully. 

17361. Have you had much opportunity in your long 
engineering expei-ience of considering the rest of the 
•waterway question in Ireland ? — No, not generally ; I 
should not like to give a very general statement on that 
subject, for I have not examined them generally. Of 
course, I have come across them in a great many places. 
As to the one you had before you this morning from 
Drogheda to Navan, I was asked by the Board of Works 
to report upon that some -ten years ago at to whether 
it was desirable, in fact, to put it in repair' at all. It was 
then you might say derelict. 

17332. What was your advice ? — I advised that so 
much had been expended upon it and that the possibility 
of its being put into such a state as that it wouid be a fair 
competitor with the railway and so keep down the railway 
rates was such that it would be in the interest of the 
public if it could be kept at work. The Board of Works 
agreed to that view and had an estimate from me and 
then lent a certain sum of money and a company was 
thereupon, formed of merchants in Drogheda who under- 
took to form a Drogheda Navigation Company and agreed 
ro do what they could to develop the canal trade if 
handed over to them, I think, free. I think it was handed 
over to them without any payment and put in order so 
far os the locks are concerned. I carried out the works 
for them to get these looks put in order and, when it was 
so, got the company to take it over and the attempt was 
made. 

17363. As to that principle of keeping up a waterway 
for the sake of having a competition with the railway, 
and keeping down the railway rates do you think that 
principle should be applied in other parts of Ireland ? — I 
have no doubt it is for the interests of the country. 

1736A. It is very desirable to keep up existing waterways 
if only for that purpose ?— Yes. 

17365. Have yon considered the question on which 
Six Ale.xander Binnie lately reported with respect to 
the Lower Bonn Navigation ? You may be aware that 
he has reported in favonr of abandoning the Lower Bann 
Navigation as a Navigation and using the Lower Bann 
only for drainage purposes, destroying the engineering 
works which were constructed at great cost to render the 
Lower Bann navigable j that would be in conflict with 
the principle which you have just now expressed ? — It 
would, and I happen to know a good deal about that Lower 
Bann having gone into the whole question. I was con- 
sulted more than once by the Navigation of that Lower 
Bonn and took levels and cross sections of the whole 
of the river from the mouth to Lough Neagh and deseed 
works both for the drainage and maintaining the naviga- 
tion but slightly altering the navigation, that is to say at 
Portna where the crux point of the difficulty in dealing 
with the channel occurs. I proposed to lower it 2 feet 
to make the navigation 2 feet less draught of water than 
it has been, but leaving it still the same draught as the 
Navigation, above Lough Neagh, so that practically it 
affected the traffic which could arise at lAiugh Neagh, 
which was almost a cipher, and, therefore, itwas practically 
a similar navigation. With that difference the navigation 
could in my opinion be maintained without in any serious 
degree increasing the expense of the works necessary for 
the drainage scheme to be effective. 

17366. Do you think that it is necessary in order 
to improve the drainage to destroy the navigation works ? 
— I do not. 

17387. Do you think if you did destroy the navigation 
works that you could make the drainage altogether 


satisfactory ?— As to that part of it I would not like .Ur. /ci* 
to say that that would be at all impossible in either B'trton, 
case. 3f.I)ist.C.E., 

17368. Even maintaining the navigation work.? }'ou 
think the drainage could Ire made quite satisfactory ? 13 0,;i. iMti. 
— What I should call quite satisfactory. I do not suppose — 
that it would be quite sntisfactory to the man wlioao 
land was the very lowest and who would have an occa- 
sional very high flood over his lands, but those are cases 
which in all drainage works we practically have to omit 
or to deal with as only half done. Taking it as a drainage 
project, I believe it could be effectively drained without 
interfering with the navigation. 

17309. Perhaps 1 should have put my question a 
little differently : even if the na-vigation works were 
destroyed and all this expense were to be sacrificed, 

■u'ould the man who owns this very low land be saved 
from an occasional flood ? — No, there would bo such 
persons. 

17370. I do not know whether you have considered 
at all the question of the through communication through 
the centre of Ireland by the mining link of the Balliaa- 
more Canal 7 — No, I have not ; I know that a canal 
from Lough Erno on to Ballinamore was attempted to 
be made and fell through in its initial work and never 
was made. It was only half made. 

17371 . It was open for a few days ? — Perhaps something 
of that kind, but there is no canal there. 

17372. There are some very fine looks and some very 
fine works ? — There are a few looks between Lough 
Erne and the Shannon, but the Cavan and Leitrim Light 
Railway line which I made soma ten or twelve years 
ago runs across it without any bridge or anything at all, 
bcctuso it was merely a half-made work. 

17373. (NiV Francis Bopwood.) I only want to ask you Dredging, 
one or two Comparatively imimportant questions upon your 
interesting evidence. You made the suggestion that the 
Board of Works might do a useful service by purchasing 
dredgers and lending them to some of these navigations, 

You see no objection to navigations paying a fair rent for 
the temporary use of the dredgers ? — Of course the 
navigations would very much prefer not to pay any 
rent for the <lredgers ; we are always in Ireland very 
glad to have anything for nothing wc can, but at the 
same time in many cases they would bo in a position 
perhaps to give something fair towards the expense 
of it. I do think that if you wanted to do a thing that 
would give a benefit generally to works of that class, it 
Avould be a benefitwhich might be given without pauperis- 
ing, or your fearing that you were giving it to parties 
who ought to pay where the works are in such a state 
that the gross amount of receipts (take the case of Newry 
I have been giving evidence about) do not allow you 
to lay up a large sum in a rest fund which you would 
gradually get large enough to carry out large works, 
but where you find it a difficulty, and a considerable 
difficulty, to keep the works going with the amount of 
receipt you can get, I think if it was any material 
sum of money that was charged for the operation of 
the dredger it would be like the present thing, they 
would not be able to do it. 

17374. Perhaps after the first loan of the dredger 
when the works and the dredging had been im- 
proved, some rent might be charged for farther use ?— 

Possibly ; I think there would be cases, and probably it 
would bo well if you were really practically to deal •with 
that suggestion if it was put in the hands of some con- 
trolling audiority who would consider what was possible 
under the circumstances, and deoide : “ Would this free 
grant of dredging enable this company to do a work 
which ought to be done, and which they cannot do at 
the present time ? ” 

17375. In fact that the Board of Works should have 
power either to lend or let on hire, os the case might be. 
on fair terms ? — Yea, or no terms, as free help to tiie 
port. 

17376. (J/r. Crosslep) Would yon just take that plan 
a minute ! (hariding the same to the viiness). You told us 
just now that yon thought you would have to make a 
70 feet out to bring the drainage of Lough Neagh this 
way by Newry. 1 can cnly make it out to be 26 feet. 
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Mr. Jas. but perhaps you ore allowing something for fall of 
water? — You meon if it was carried through level and 

17377. If it was carried through level it would be 
13 Oct. 1 900. 26 feet ! — Yes, you ate quite right, it la only 26 feet 
from the top water of the level of Lough Neagh and 
therefore a cut 26 feet under the top level of the canal 
would bring the bottom of the canal down to the level of 
the top water of Lough Neagh. It is evident that thot 
would not work. 

17378. You would want some fall ? — Not only fall, 
but you would want a channel 26 feet from the bottom 
would make it the depth of the canal. You can by 
cutting down about 26 feet carry in the depth of the 
canal right through and let it pass down to the lower 

17379. But of course the width would not be sufficient 
to be any use ! — Not for the drainage. 

nSSO. Therefore you would regard that scheme as 
quite impracticable ? — I have never made a calculation 
of what it would cost and perhaps I ought not to speak 
of a thing as not practicable without going more into 
detail with regard to it, but it would not be a very difficult 
thing to look into at all ; it seems comparatively simple, 
The height that would bring you down to the level you 
speak of would be about eight miles long. 

17381. Eight miles ? — Yes. 

17382. It would knock out eight locks I thiuk ? — You 
would have to come from Lough Neagh which is about 
twelve or thirteen miles. 

17333. (.Ifr. Killick.) Was that scheme ever su^ested 
to Sir Alexander Binnie, do you know ? — I do not tbinl- 
so ; I did not know anything of Sir Alexander Binnie 
having taken any evidence from anybody. I did not 
hear of bis holding any court of inquiry ; I think he 
merely went upon the engineering point of view of what 
excavation should be made. 

17384. You have seen his report ?— I have not, but I 
liope to do so yet. I am not able to speak about it. 


17386. (Mr. Griffith.) 1 think you gave evidence before 
Lord Monck’s Commission on the Lower Bann ’—I 
think I did. 

17386. And I think we can find in Lord Monck's 
Commission very full detail of that proposal of yours of 
lowering the weirs two feet ? — I think you can. 

17387. In the face of that they made a Report not „ 
recommending, if I understand it rightly, the abandon- 
ment of the navigation but that the river be managed bv 
the drainage board in the interests only of the dramas 
of the country. You might almost call that a hanging 
up of the question of navigation ?— 1 did not know thev 
had interfered with the navigation. 

17388. They made a recommendation with regard to 
the Lower Bann : “ That the river be managed by the 
drainage board in the interests only of the drainage of 
the country.” I never understood that as a total 
abandonment of the navigation works ? — It is a rather 
doubtful kind of sentence. 

17389. But Sir Alexander Binnie lias recommended 
the abandonment now ? — 1 undeistand he has. 

17390. For the information of our Commission I think 
you would refer us to your evidence given before Lord 
Monck’s Commission, which is very full ? — I presume it is, 
speaking from memory of the river as it then was. 

17391. As regards the dredgers for these small harbours, 

I do not know whether you are aware that the Board of 
Works have recently purchased a bucket dredger for the 
purpose ? — Yes, I have alluded to it. 

17392. I thought it was a auction dredger you referred 
to ? — You are quite right ; it was a auction dredger 
whicli I saw at ^ngstown. 

17393. One of the Commissioners has recently told me 
that they have acquired a bucket dredger for this very 
purpose, to lend it out at a 10 per cent, rent; all you 
desire is that the rental should be reduced as far as 
possible ? — Yes. As to the suggestion of a 10 per cent, 
rent, we could do it cheaper ourselves. 

The Witness withdreic. 


ilr. Thomas Irwiii, called iu j and Examined 


Mr Thos 1”394. (CTiatVman.) You are Chairman of the Newry 
' jl-u-in ’ and Harbour Trust ? — I am. 

Chairman, 17395. Will you kindly give us a statement of facts 
Harbour respect to this Navigation ? — ^I have supplied you 

Trust ibe facta. In the year 1900 we promoted a railway 

‘ and we found in looking into the condition of the Port that 

IS Oct. 1906 our railway might be severely handicapped by dues, be- 
— cause the Port is in the hands of a private company. We 
looked into the matter very carefully. Besides, there was 
Newrj* _ friction with the Navigation Company at that time and 
Navigation, the Cross-channel service on the question of dues. We 
saw that without any Local Authority having any right of 
interference our railway might be severely handicapped if 
the Navigation Company saw fit to take advantage of the 
opportunity of charging what they might charge ; thev 
had very large pow.-rs, and we might be severely bandi" 
capped in that way. 

17396. -At that time the Port and Harbour were in the 
hands of a private company ? — -Yes. 

17397. That company was quite independent of the 
town of Newry in its constitution, powers, anthorities and 
management ? — Absolutely. 

17398. There was also the friction which you have 
described ? — Yes, and the possibility of that being 
increased perhaps. 

17399. Therefore you could not be sure of a return on 
any capital you might have invested in this light railway 
which I t hink was to have been thirty-one miles in length ? 
—Yes. 

17400. Was there any local authority representing the 
town which had any right or power of interference with 
the Navigation Company ?— None. 

17401. You might at any time have been severely 
handicapped if the Navigation Company thought fit to 
avail themselves of the increased traffic to increase their 
dividends ? — We might. 


17402. You might have increased the traffic consider- 
ably and then you might have been punished for it ? 

We might have been. 

17403. Did the promoters of the railway decide that 
they could not proceed any further with their nroiect ? — 
They did. ^ 

17404. You had obtained powers ? — We had. 

17406. Did you determine not to give any effect to 
those powers until this important matter was placed on a 
better basis ? — That is so. 

17406. Did you approach the Urban Council of Newry t 
— Yes, we did. 

17407. What was the decision arrived at ? — That it was 
better to buy out the Navigation Company and constitute 
the Port and Harbour a Public Trust. 

17408. Did you find there was no other Irish Port in the 
bands of a private company ?— We did ; we knew that. 

17409. And your promoters and the urban council 
jointly approached the Navigation Company ? We did. 

17410. With the view of buying out their interests and 
them over to a body representing the town ?— 

Yes. 

X7411. Their powers included a wide jurisdiction ove 
Carlingford Lough ? — Yes. 

17412. And also over the Inland Navigation ? — Yes. 

17413. At what price did they think it would be worth 
while to buy out the interest?— I think that requires 
expiation. There were £72,000 of Debenture Stock 

^7414. I do not know that wo need go into all that 
detail but if you could see your way to a 4 per cent, 
dividend you were ready to do it, were you not ?— Yes. 
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17415. Did tho Navigation Company meet your 
Tfishes and those of the town in a satisfactory manner ?— 
They did. 

17416. So the transaction was carried through satis- 
factorily 1 — It was. 

17417. Did you carry your Bill through both Houses ? — 
We did. 

•ntitatiou 17418* And now how is the public body controUii^ tuo 
Harbour constituted? — We have a body of 
fifteen members and tho urban council elects nine, the 
shipowners three and the traders three. That constitutes 
tho body. 

17419. Now you have had four years’ esperience of 
the working of this new oonstitution, how do you find it 
works ? — Very satisfactorily indeed. 

17420. Is your only regret that long ago the Naviga- 
tion and the Harbour were not put into the hands of a 
public body instead of a private body ? — That is our 
regret. 

17421. Does that mistake still have a severe effect on 
the traffic of the port ? — It has, in this respect. Of 
course we have to take you back now to 1829 at the 
time the Inland Navigation was handed over to the town 
of NewTy. It was handed over on condition that £80,000 
of capit^ would be raised and expended upon the exten- 
sion and improvement of the Navigation. That was 
accepted. Now the point we wish to emphasize, if 
we may do so with every respect, comes up immediately 
now. The Inland Navigation at that time extended 
its full length in the Portadown direction but the Ship 
Canal was only a mile and a half on towards the sea. 
Now it was part of the understanding that that Ship 
Canal was to be extended, and it was to be extended under 
Government supervision and Government control. It 
was controlled by the Government engineers but the 
money was paid by the Newry people. Part of that 
£80,000 w'as expended in extending that Ship Canal a 
mile and a half further on and in erecting very expen- 
sive sea-locks. I think the sea-locks themselves cost 
us £10,000. In addition to this £80, COO an additional 
sum of ±42,000 was borrowed from and repaid 
to the Government and was expended on tho 
ship and inland canals, thus making in all an 
amount of tl22,000 raised by the Newry people and 
expended on the ship and in'and canals. Well now, 
there is parallel with that Ship Canal a river called the 
Glanrye Hiver, and I think if there had been a public 
body in Newry at that time, that is if public opinion 
as a whole had been directed to this matter, they 
would have asked that instead of extending this Ship 
Canal they should have deepened the river up to the 
port, and in a few words I will tell you what the advant- 
ages would have been. We can bring a boat of 3,000 
■tons up to that Victoria Basin outside the locks, 
but if we had got the river deepened we could Lave 
brought it right up to the town. Now the size of the 
boats for the cross-channel service is limi ted by the size 
of our locks, and we have therefore not the cross-channel 
service we ought to have. Am I troubling you with 
too many details ? 

17422. I do not know that we need have so much detail 
with respect to the past! — It has abearing on what we hope 
may be considered. I sincerely hope that as it was the 
Government really which adopted this method, which has 
not been the best method, the Government will help us to 
have our river dredged and deep water made up to the 
town because we are handicapped in many ways. We 
are now progressing, we are coming into sharp competi- 
tion with other ports, and it is a great pity that the very 
large districts we serve should not have best service 
possible. 

1742.3. What you mean is that you think you might 
have a better service by the tidal river than this service 
by the Ship Canal ? — Decidedly. 

17424. The ships come up to the Victoria Basin beiow 
■the Victoria Lock and there they have to be lightened 
in order to proceed up the Ship Canal ? — That is so. 

174'25. Is that the point you object to ? — That is part 
of it. 

17426. VlTiat more is there ? — The other part is the 
loss of time ; you see there is an enormous loss of time, 
336— II. 


and time is everything now in shipping. When coal .V/., 77, a?, 
and grain vessels come up they have to spend a long Ineiii, 
time in getting through the lock, and then they have Chauwaii, 
to go at a very slow rate of speed up the canal. We 
reckon that there is about four hours loss of time ever5' T^iour 
tide to any boat coming up the Ship Canal, I mean as 
compared with the service we would have if we had the J3 Oct. 1908 
river satisfactorily dealt with. — i_ 

17427. Have you had the advice of Mr. Barton or 
any other engineer on this subject ? — We have not had 
any recent engineering advice but there has been very 
strong engineering advice in the past. The expense was 
prohibitive and it could not be considered, but it was 
decidedly thought that that would be the proper thing 
to do. 


17429. Has the Light Railway project not been revived ? 

—It exists ; we only postponed acting upon it until we 
got this aettied. 

17430. Is it likely to be carried out now ? — We hope so. Fip.aTicial 

17431. Con you tell us of the financial position of the P^'tion. 
Newry Navigation ? — Yes. Do you want to know 
the actual amount of indebtedness ? 

17432. Isitpaying? — Itis. 

17433. What dividend does it pay ? — It pays 4 per 
cent, on all the capital, the debentures and the ordinary 
capital which we have purchased out. 

17434. Hava you any statistics of the traffic which you 
can hand in ? — Yes, those will be handed in by our Secre- 

17433. I suppose the statement distinguishes between Traffic, 
the traffic up the Newry Navigation and the traffic which 
merely goes to the town of Newry ? — Yes. 

17436. Can we have a summary of your accounts ? — 

You oan. I might state that we have paid off in addition 
to 4 per cent, between the Sinking Fund and instalments 
on our borrowed capita!, about £2,000 a year since we 
came into power. 

17437. Is the population of Newry growing ? — No. 

17438. Is it diminishing ? — It has diminished slightly. 

17439. And as to that part of the Counties of Armagh 
and Down which adjoin the Newry Navigation is the 
population increasing or decreasing ? — Taking .Armagh, 
they have all decreased to certain point ; I should not 
like to say they were decreasing at the present moment 
but they have decreased. 

17440. How about County Down near the Newry 
Navigation ?— I should say it is not now suffering very 
much from emigration. 

17441. Are there any important towns with much 
trade between Newry and Portadown ? — There are — 
the town of Tonderagee is a pretty important town. 

17442. What sort of industries are there ? — The Laurel 
Vale Linen Industry is near it ; that is a very important 
industry indeed, and there is a fiour mill, and another 
linen mill in the town of Tanderagee. 

17443. Is the navigation in good order ? — Very good. 

17444. Have you much through accommodation with 
Belfast ? — No. 

17445. Not from Newry 7 — Not from Newry j we 
have had some, but very little. 

17446. Have you got some coastwise communication 
between Newry and Belfast ? — Well, we have ; there 
is a slight trade down at a place called Kilkeel. Do yon 
mean on the coast right round between Newry and from 
Belfast ? 

17447. I mean from Newry to Belfast and from Belfast 
to Newry ?— There is a sort of connection but not very 
much. We get grain from Belfast in steamers. 

17448. I suppose there is a good deal of traffic between 
Newry and Belfast by railway ? — A great deaL 

17449. In what order would you put the traffic t By 
far the larger part, I presume, between Belfast and Newry 
would be by railway ? — Yea, unless you taka into account 
tba grain trade by these coasting steamers. 

2 A 


17428. Is that all you ivish to say on that point ?— it 
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Mr. Thos. 17450. Is that a coBsidsrable trade between Belfast 
Newry ? — Sometimes it is. 

yavnj , ^"451. Would the trade by sea between Belfast and 
Harbour J«e«ry be greater than the tr^e by the Lagan Canal and 
Trust. your own navigation ? — Oh yes, very much larger. 

13 Oct. 1906. 1"452. Is there anything else you would like to say ? — 

The terms of reference ask us to consider certain things 
* * * j have considered the queetion of the connection 

Coast trade, of Inland Canals with Ports and we really think there is 
very little chance of any Inland Canal paying which is 
not connected with a port; for instance, if we had to 
pay any dividend on the capital we ourselves have in* 
vested in the Inlan d Canal, unless we supplemented 
the revenue from it by the revenue of the port we could 
not pay it ; so that I think in every way if there is any 
chance of a canal paying it ought to he connected with 
a port or else with some very satisfactory connection, 
17453. I am not quite sure to what you are pointing, 
I cannot recall any waterway that is not connected 
with a port of sorts ? — It was just the general principle. 

17454. I did not know whether you were pointing 
to any particular case or not ?— Not at all. 

17455. {Sir Fraticia Hopwood.) You expressed the 
hope that the Government would help you ?— With regard 
tj the deepening of the river, yes. 


17456. In what form would you like to see that helu 
given ?— I can hoi-dly say ; for instance, if we knew 
what the cost of the thing would be, and if we knew how 
much money we could really pay interest upon we would 
accept it in the form of a loan, but if it exceeded what we 
would be able to pay interest upon wo would hope the 
Government would help us with it. 

17457. Given a fair financial scheme you would be 

prepared to pay a fair interest on the loan ? We would • 

that would be our policy. ’ 

17468. {Mr. Xilliek.) Is your capital still £06,000 
and you pay 1 per cent. T— We bought that ca^tal 
from the Navigation Company. 

17459. £66,000 Ordinary Stock and £72,000 Debenture 
Stock f — The Debentures continue ; we pay 4 per cent 
on the Debentures and £600 a year of Sinking Fund. 

17460. Is lie Ordinary Stock still standing at £68,000 1 
—No, we bought that for £26,000. ’ 

17461. And you pay the 1 per cent, on the £66,000? 
— We pay 4 per cent, on the ^6,000. 

17462. The Return was made before the taking over 
of the harbour by the Trust ?— Yes, our secretary 
answered your questions in the Return. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mb. MiEcns Goodbody, called ; and Examined. 


Mr. M. 
Goodbodp, 
President, 
Dublin 


17463. {Chairman.) You are President of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Dublin ?~Yes. 

L trade is ? — I am 


17464. May I ask what your < 

Chamber oj a tobacco manufacturer. 

Co nnnf rce. 17465. The canals in which the City of Dublin is 
13 OH. 1906. “i^sctly interested are the Grand Canal and the Roval 
— _ Canal ?— Yes. 


17466. We have already heard a great deal of evidence 
about them, and I do not know that I need ask you 
any of the questions suggested by your proof. What 
recommendation would the Chamber of Commerce like 
to make with regard to the Grand Canal ?— Of course 
the object of the Chamber of Commerce is to get com- 
petition, and they see that under present conditions 
there is no possibility of competition between the raTn»l 
and the railways, and, therefore, they ttiink the only 
thing is to have them nationalised. What they mean 
by nationalisation is that the Government should keep 
the waterway is efficient order for anyone to use with 
boats for tolls. 


17467. That is to say that you prefer that the body 
coutroUmg the waterways should not themselves carry, 
^t keep the waterway open for others to trade upon ?— 
That is their idea — that that would be the best wav 
to work it 

17468. Charging them tolls ? Yes. 

17469. There has been some suggestion to this Com- 
nuesjon that it would be desirable to make the canals 
toll free : I understand you not to put forward that ?— 
1 do not thmk they would consider that fair to the railways 
and the shareholders’ capital in the railways. 

GramKmml. 17470. Have you anything special yon would wish 
to recommend as regards the Grand Canal ?— The Grand 
Canal wmits a great deal of money laid out on it to put 
it into efficient working order at the present time This 
past s^er no boat has been able to go down with 
a fuU load for want of dredging. Some of the harbours 
on the canal, and more especially Tullamote and Eil- 
beggan, are in a very bad state and there are not sufficient 
facilities at alL There ate not sufficient berths in them 
for the work. 

17471. There se^ to ba a general complaint also 
on the canals — I do not know whether you would lav 
stress on that as to the want of accommodation in 
the way of sheds for those using the canals ’—There 
H not sufficient accommodation of any sort on them 


17472. As to the towpatha on the Grand Canale have 
yon ^ythmg to ^y }-No, I have no acquaintance 
vnth them at all ; I have never heard them complained 


17473. Anything about the loola ? — It is the general 
state of want of dredging and wont of repair. 

17474. Coining to the Royal Canal, is there any special p.^,, j 
recommendation which the Chamber of Commerce ' ’ 
would make as to the Royal Canal f — Their idee is that 
the Royal Canal should be put into efficient working 
order and taken from under the control of the bCdland 
Great Western Railway, and really become a competitive 
route — at least with the power to compete. 

17475. Have the Chamber at all considered what 
should happen to the Royal Canal supposing the railways 
came into the hands of the Government 7 — Yes, at 
the meeting of the Council yesterday that question 
was raised and the conclusion was that if the railways 
came into the hands of the Government it was no use 
our giving our evidence at all, and that this question 
would settle itself. 

17476. I do not know that it will settle itself without 
^ur help : we should like to know whether you think- 
it would ba worth while to maintain the Royal Canal 
supposing the railway got into the hands of the Govern- 
ment : do you think there would be enough trade to 
justify Qie keepmg up of the Royal Canal as well as the 
railway ?— We have not considered that, but peisonaliy 
I do not t hink there would be enough ; I know that 
country pretty well, and I do not t.bintr diere would he 
enough at all. 

17477. It is not one of these oases where there is room 
tor two means of transport ? — No, there is no population 
—a very small population. 

^ 17478. Has your Chamber of Commerce at all con- 
sidered the question which was brought before this 
Commission in the evidence of Sir Horace Plunkett as 
to the probability of a development of motor traffic t— 

No, they have not considered that. 

17479. Have the Chamber of Commerce any views p-n^ji.s- 
wth reject to the Royral Cana] as to the abandonment Branch, 
of the Broadstone Branch ? ' I daresay you are aware 
that it is proposed to abandon the Broadstone Branch I 

No, they have not expressed any views upon that 
subject at all. 

17480. Is that a subject on which you have a personal 
opinion J — No, I have not. 

17481. What is the vien' of the Chamber of Commerce 
as regards the future control and management of the 
canals ? — Their idea is that the waterway should be 
managed by a Government Department and kept in order 
by the Board of Works— at least that it should be a 
Govemmeut Department. 

17482. Perhaps you had already said that and I ought 
rather to have asked you what would be -the nature of the 
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Body under whicli you would like to see it controlled : 
would you like it to be exclusively a Government Depart* 
loent ? — Yes, that was their idea entirely — exclusively 
a Govemmont Department. There was no question of 
an elected body. 

17483. Did you hear the evidence given just now by 
Jlr. Barton ? — Yes. 

17484. Do you think in some cases it might be desirable 
to have the local views represented in the management 
and control of a waterway ? You heard him apply 
that especially in the ease of the Newry Navigation ? — 
Yes, but I beard him speaking of the question of com- 
petition between Belfast and Newry ; as far as the Royal 
and Grand coming to Dublin go, there could be no question 
of competition except with Limerick. 

17485. I was rather asking you generally t you would 
rather confine your evidence to the case of those water- 
ways which are directly connected with Dublin ? — Yes, 
those are the ones that affect us. The Ulster ones do 
not affect Dublin at all. 

1748S. So that you do not think there would be any 
necessity for any local voice ; you would be satisfied 
by the control of a Government Department ? — Yes, 
because all we want is an efficient waterway. 

17487. Do you attach great importance to having a 
cheap mode of transport, cheaper than the railways ? — 
Yes, we do ; it is of great importance to places in the 
country. 

17488. Of course agriculture being one of the greatest 
interests of Ireland you would desire to see the mode of 
transport for agriculture as cheap ns possible 7— Yes, I 
think if the railways had it all their own way it would 
be quite impossible for anybody to carry on any industry 
in the country if there was not some competition. 

17489. I suppose the Chamber of Commerce find that 
railway rates are higher at the places which are not 
upon a waterway than to those which are upon a water- 
way ? — They are as a rule. 

17490. I am now coming back to the Grand Canal 
Company, following the order of the arrangement of your 
proof : have your Chamber any opinion on the arrange- 
ment which has been explained to us between the Grand 
Canal Company and the Great Southern and Western 
Company 1 — No, because we were unable at all to get 
at what the snangement was until it came out here, 
and since then we have had no opportunity of discussing 
it. We all knew such an arrangement existed, but we 
could not get at wbat the arrangement was, 

17491. Do you think that arrangement is bad for the 
interests of traders ? — Certainly it is. 

17492. Do you think it is desirable that the Government 
or the Legislature should in some way guard against 
evils of that kind arising ? — Yes, that is what we want 
to try and get done. 

1.7493. (ifr. Killick.) I do not quite undei-stand the way 
you put it : you think the Government should purchase 
the canals with the object of spending more or less, a 


large sum of money, perhaps, in making them what you 
now think they are not — efficient waterways ? — Yes. 

17494. And that then they should be free to everybody 
who chooses to use them, paying such a toll, I suppose, as 
would pay the interest on the amount laid out 7 — Interest 
and sinking fund. 

17495. That is your idea 7 — Yes. 


Mr. V. 
'ioodbtdy, 
Peewdenf, 
Dublin 
Cka^nbcr o/ 
Commerce. 

13 Oct. 1906. 


1749(3. Y’ou are not in favour of any arrangement by 
which those waterways should be provided at the public 
expense and be used by the public for nothing 1 — No ; 
in Dublin we do not usually ask for things for nothing. 


17497. I did not gather from what you said whether 
yon quite appreciated the present position, because you 
know by law these canals are free waterways already, 
subject to only the payment of toll, end if you or I or 
anybody else set up as a carrier upon them it is open to us 
to do so 7 — Yes, but the difficulty at the present time is 
that they are not efficient ; there is not sufficient water 
in the Grand Canal to bring down full loads. 

17498. The only difference between the two positions 
would be that in the one case you would have a body with 
unlimited resources owning it, and now you have a body 
who, either from want of means or from some other cause, 
do not keep it, as you think, in an efficient state ? — Yes ; 
and there is another reason why the present arrangement U 
unsatisfactory ; the present arrangement for tolls is on the 
goods and it varies on the different classes of goods the 
boats carry. It would be far more satisfactory if it was on 
the toll principle on the roads, that is that you paid so 
much for your vehicle coming through. 

17499. It is on the same basis as the railway classifica- 
tion, you know 7 — I know it is, but it makes it very 
unsatisfactory for hock-boats on the canal. 

175(X). Do you think if those canals were taken over 
by the State and a considerable amount were spent to 
bring them up to what you consider an efficient condition, 
the tolls which they would have to charge to recoup them- 
selves would be very much lower than railway rates 7 — I 
am not an engineer, and Icannot saywhat amount should 
be spent upon them. 

17501. You have not formed an opinion upon that 
point 7 — I could not ; that is a question for a professional 


17502. (Mr. Griffith.) I think there is very little doubt 
that when the Government had taken over the canals in 
the manner you refer to the tolls in the first instance 
would not be sufficient to maintain the canals unless they 
were oppressively high ; what would you propose to 
supplement these tolls 7 — I am afraid there would have 
to be a free grant such as we have heard so much about 
this afternoon. 

17603. You mean the Government would be expected 
to make good the deficit year by year until they became 
self-supporting ; is that yotir idea 7— Yes, that is the 
only way it could be done. 


The Witness vnlhdreio. 


William Wallace, called ; and Examined. 


17604. (Chairman.) Do you wish to add anything to 
the evidence which Mr. Goodbody has given on behalf 
of the Dublin Chamber of Commerce ?— I would just like 
to supplement it by saying as an individual trader that I 
have a very strong conviction that the canals and water- 
ways immediately about Dublin could be utilised and 
developed to a much greater extent than they are, and 
that the traffic could be greatly increased, and that the 
remedy is State ownership and control as suggested by the 
Chamber of CommeTce. 

^^Tratfic. 17505. Whet is your trade 7 — A coal importer ; I am. 

chairmanof acompany. Ihavereadoveralltheevidenoe 
which has been given before this Commission, including the 
evidence of the manager of the Grand Canal, and 1 
observed his statement that they were indifferent to heavy 
traffic so far as ooal was concerned and that whenever 
they could get any other cargo they passed over coal. 
Now the result of that policy, which I think is a very 
short-sighted policy, is that it has deprived the canal of a 

. 336—11. 


great amount of carrying that it otherwise would have H-m. 
had. The result has been that it has been diverted to the Wallace, 
railway companies. That applies to both the Royal Dublin 
Canal and the Grand Canal. Within recent years there Chamber of 
has been a great diversion of the coal traffic from the canals Co mme rce. 
to the railways, and I think that that is bad in many jg 

respects for the public, because I think the canals are !_ 

particularly well adapted for carrying this special class 
of traffic as well as heavy timber and other things of that 
kind, and that both canal companies make a great mis- 
take in seeking for traffic that can be better and more 
expeditiously carried by the railway, seeking to keep that 
traffic from railways and neglecting the traffic for which 
they are more particularly adapted. I wished to make 
that statement because 1 think it is a great loss to the 
trading community of Dublin. 

17606. Have you anything else you wish to add to Mr. 

Goodbody’s evidence 7—1 can only say that I have 
read over the evidence that has been already given before 
2A2 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Mr. Vi’illium the Commission, and 1 can fully endorse ■n-hat has been 
'"ith regard to the primitiTC character of the arrange- 
r?ia"‘h' f state of neglect in which both canals are 

bommeree^ by reeds growing in them, the traffic often being suspended 
‘ for different periods. 

17507. (dfr. Killick.) May I ask if you are aware 
that it is quite the exception for a canal company who 
are also carriers to carry minerals ? I only know in 
England of one or two companies who do it. The carriage 
of mineral traffic, A and B class traffic, is usually left 
to what are called bye-traders, and I must say I am 
very much surprised to find that there are so few bye- 
traders on the Grand Canal. Perhaps you can explain 
that ? — I can explain partly, in this way — because of the 


condition of the canals. The firm I represent put a canal 
boat on and had it working there for some time, but ther 
were great difficulties put in tlie way of the traffic 1 
think evidence has been given to you already that the 
company gave the preference to their onm boats, and there 
were consequently great delays in getting through the 
locks. With regard to the boat that we put on the 
state of the canal was such that, in the end, omeg to the 
shallowness of the water it sank upon a stone. 


17608. They not only do not carry tJiemseives Dut thev 
discourage others from doing so ?— Yes, it is a discourage- 
ment, and it is that I complain of, ® 


The lUiVncss withdreie. 


Mb. Myles Kavanaoh, called ; and Examined. 


Mr.il. 17509. (Chairman.) You appear on behalf of the 


Kai-nucgh, boat-owners who ply for trade and pay tolls and u 
Boat-oumir Canal ?— Yes 


> the 


Mtmorial. 


hoi/ni Cn7isf. 

.•3 /iT“if>,.e , have before us a memorial from those 

i.i va. iHUb. boat-owners ; do you wish to say anything upon it ?— 
Only that the defects which stand in the way of our 
benefiting from the canal are, first (and 1 put this first 
because it begins at the entrance to the canal), the want 
of facilities at the Spencer Lock for passing through to 
and from attendance on sea-going vessels. I may ex- 
plain that the rule or by-law there is that we are not 
allowed to pass through this lock except two hours before 
and two hours after high water. If there are sufficient 
sea-going vessels to monopolise that time we will not get 
through at all, and it takes very few vessels going in and 
corning out through that lock to utilise the four hours, 
during which time the canal boats are lying either outside 
on the River Lifiey or inside upon the Spencer Dock, 
which wo claim is not Spencer Dock but the old Royal 
Canal Dock. The lock-keeper or the dock-keeper will 
not allow us to pass five minutes after tlie time. 

17511. That is in accordance with this by-law ? 

Yes, and that is what we eomplaia of. 
i. 17512. Y’ou complain also of the want of wharfage ? 
—Yes, at the Spencer Dock we would like wharfage 
of some description so as to allow ua to load and discharge 
our boats. There is no wharfage there, with the exception 
of about 400 feet. We cannot use the west side of the 
Spencer Dock at all. because that is rented to coal-owners 
or merchants, who pile their coal on the west side, and 
that deprives us of the use of it altogether. On the 
e^t side we have about 400 feet, and about 60 feet of 
that (I measured it this morning) is occupied by large 
empty crates and other empties belonging to the railway 
company, which have no right to be there at all and have 
DO connection irith the canal. They take their crates 
and empties out of the railway waggons and pile them 
on the wharf belonging to the old Royal Canal Dock 
fOT about feet and deprive us of any room for that 
smother 100 feet from 
nhieh to load, and again we get our empties or our in- 
coming loads put upon that wharf, and that wharf being 
used as I describe deprives us of any place for our in- 
coming load to discharge upon. Then there is a dilapi- 
store, which takes up from 90 to 100 feet, 
and that is closed, except where it has become wrecked 
on the canal side or water side. That is of no use to us 
at all, as we would not be allowed to put anv load into it 
without paying 3d. a ton, and we have to'pay 6d. per 
ton per week for loading if left in store for a week. 
That store is m our way too. On the river side of that 
store there is another 100 feet which runs to a point of 
from 15 feet to nothing at the lower end and that is aU 
the place we have for discharging and loading our boats. 

17513. Do you also confirm what has already been said 
to this Commission as to not dredging the canal so as to 
make it navigable to a depth of 6 feet ?— Yes, that is 
absolutely necessary. 

of the practice of selling 
water . Jes, but there is another point before you 
come to the dredging, because, of course, the dredi^g 
16 the prime thing upon all canals. There is a ruirci 
by-law by which we are unable to pass through the 


railway drawbridge at Newcomen Look except from sun- 
rise to sunset, which in winter means a very short dai-. 

They curtail our time, so tliat if we arrive from 5 to ID 
minutes after sunset on a winter day we are not allowed 
to pass through that drawbridge. 

17515. We will make a note of that : what about the 
selling of water ?— We complain of the practice of eelline- 
water when there is not sufficient for navigation purposes,, 
and in this connection I may remark that I have heard 
that in the year 1877 there was an Inquiry, or a Bill 
brought before the House of Lords, and the result of the 
opposition of the boat-owners to that Bill was as follows ; 

‘‘{1) The abandonment by the railway company of all 
clauses of this Bill enabling them to increase the tolls and 
charges on the boat-owners on the Royal Canal as stated in - 
Schedule B ; (2) The abandonment of the Clause in the 
Bill fixing the charges to be made for the use of the 
canal by empty boats and use of wharves, and in lieu 
thereof authorising the Lord-Lieutenant for the time 
being to fix such charges, if any ; (3) That no river anti 
canal craft be charged for passing through and out of the 
Spencer Dock : and (4) That in lieu of the Broadstone 
Harbour to be filled up the railway company shall, for 
the convenience of the boats navigating the Royal Canal 
construct new and equivalent wharfage with a sufficient- 
turning place adjoining the portion of the canal thereby 
authorised to be filled up.” I wish your Lordship to 
take a note of that with regard to the closing of the 
Broadstone Branch. ” (5) That the railway company 
shaU only sell water hereby authorised at such times 
a? there shall be in every part of the canal water to the 
depthof notless than four feet available for navigation.” 

Now, my Lord, that has not been the case, because, if you 
refer to Major-General Hutchinson’s Report, about fifteen 
or sixteen years ago, I think he reported that there was 
only three feet of water, or from finee to four feet of water 
in the canal at that time, and no change has been made 
since, but still the water is sold, and along with that the 
railway for fifty-one miles to MvJlmgar takes water from 
the canal for the use of the railway. We complain of 
that when there is not sufficient water for navigation. 

17516. Do you also complain of the state of the towiag XowiD<' 
paths ?— Yes. 

17517. Are they in a bad condition ? — They are. in 
this way, that there are big boulders and stones, in fact 
they are rocks that would take some blasting to take out 
of there, except that they cover them over with some 
material, but they lame the horses and are dangerous. 

17618. Are there bushes which get in the way of your 
tow-rope ? — Yes, a boat is going along and perhaps the 
rope is slack and catches on a bush, the boat passes along, 
and the result is that the horse is either pulled in and 
drowned or tie rope is broken. I may bell you that only 
on the 4th of last July a fine young man of ours was 
drowned owing to there not being sufficient room for 
hoKes to be handled on towing path near Coolmine- 
Bridge, when two boats were unable to pass for vant of 
dredgiug. 

17619. Hive you had horses drowned ? — Yes. 

17520. Yourself ? — Nob myself, I am not a boat-owner 
myself and I only represent the boat-owners. 
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17521. What is your business ?— At the present time 
I am a tessellated tile maker, but I have been a boatman 
for twenty-five yeaa-s upon both Royal and Grand canals. 

17522. As to tolls, what have you to say ? — I would 
like to refer to the dry docks before we come to the toll 
question. We have docks for repairing the boats and 
we have to pay 7s. 6d. a day for these docks. There is 
no facility at these docks whatever. 

17523. Are these the docks we have seen near Broad- 

gfone ? Yes, but there is no shed over these docks, and 

if there comes a wet day our carpenters cannot work there 
owing to the rain, and still we have to pay the 7s. 6d. 

17524. Now as to tolls ? — As to tolls, we contend that 
when the railway company gives special rates to traders 
or merchants they are taking an unfair advantage and 
should be compelled to lower the tolls so as to enable 
boat-owners to give like facilities. They can cut us out, 
although they charge a higher rate perhaps than we 
charge, by givit^ special facilities to traders and mer- 
chants in towns by rebates and things like tliat. 

17525. I do not think I need take you through the rest 
of the Memorial, because it is on general points ? — Except 
that we believe, according to the heads of evidence, that 
the State should enforce the cleansing and enlarging 
where necessary of the present canal S5^tem, and so on. 

17526. Are you anxious that the State should control 
the canals ? — Yes, under certain conditions I would be in 
favour of the State. 

17627. What would be the conditions ? — We would 
certainly recommend national control as against local 
trusts, provided national control means that the goveinors 
or boards created to look after the waterways were re- 
sponsible to the people for the proper discharge of their 
duties. What I base that point upon is this, that .there 
has been a board of control in existence for tho working 
oftbeRoyal Canal since. I believe, the year 1818. Now.I 
knowamnn who has been on the Royal Canal forthe last 
fifty years, and when I asked him whom they made their 
complaints to bo told me they made them to the railway 
company. I said “ Why do you not make them to the 
Board of Control ? ” and he said “ I never heard tell of 
such a thing.” If such a board was in existence surely we 


should know about ihem so that we could make our Sir. M 
complaints to them and get them to use their authority KavaiwgA, 
if they have any, and I would suggest that the " Boari oitvwr 
of Control” should be given the power of appointing an 
inspector to look after the canal and report to them as 
to its condition independant of the Company. 

17528. (il/r. Killkh.) MTiat remedy would you suggest 
for the difficulty you have in regard to Spencer Dock ? — 

The remedy I would suggest is this, that when there is 
plenty of water, as there is at present, the boats should bo 
let in and out ptomiseuously as they come there. I do 
not see the use of hoarding up water when it is flowing over 
the gates, and boats waiting outside on the Lifley trying to 
get in. 

17529. Have you made that suggestion to the company ? 

— There is no use making suggestions to the ct)mpany • we 
have made them repeatedly and they take no notice of 
them. We are told we are a nuisanoo. 

17530. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) Since you gave that very 
good advice to the boatowners to complain to the Board of 
Control, have they done so ?~No, because we have only 
Ie.arned of it smee last .August, since this Commission has 
been coming here. It was only on August 7th I found 
out who the Board of Control were, although I kneu- they 
were in existence from seeing it in a book. 

17531. You see from the evidence before us that the 
board has been reconstituted ? — Yes, and I am very glad 
of it and that ilr. Nooney has been added to it. 

17532. No doubt the boatowners will now make 
complaints to the Board 1 — Yes, I will see that they do. 

17533. {Mr. Griffith.) Can you say whether the lower 
sill of the Royal Canal Dock would allow you to go in at all 
states of the tide ? — I am not so sure it would allow us to- 
go in at low water, but we do not want to insist upon 
anything unreasonablo. 

17534. The company could not help you in the case 1 
suggest ? — No ; we went everything in reason. 

17535. You would like the time extended as far as 
possible ? — ^Yes, and we would Avant more storage along 
the route from Dublin to Longford. 

Tilt IFi'/ness \sithdreio. 


Mr. Thomas Hickey, called; and Examined. 


17536. {Chairman.) You are a member of the Urban 
District Council of -Atby ? — Yes. 

17537. What is your trade ? — Baker and general 
provision merchant. 

17638. You wish to give evidence as to the present 
condition of the River Barrow ?— Yes. 

RwerBarow 17539. What do you say about it ?— The present 
' condition of the RLver Barrow at Athy renders the navi- 
gation impossible. The condition of that portion of the 
river flowing through the Athy Urban District during dry 
seasons is positively disgraceful. The river is blocked by 
silt and vegetation, and the adjoining lands during a wet 
season are consequently flooded, so that we suffer both In 
dry weather and in time of flooding. 

\7540. Has anything in the way of drainage been done 

recently ? ^Nothing in the way of drainage has been made 

in recent years. A great improvement could be made if 
the river from Rathsteward Athy to .Ardreigh was properly 
dredged and the sharps in the river removed. 

17541. Where is Rathsteward : is it close to Athy ?— It 
is in Athy. 

17542. Where is Ardreigh ? — Ardreigh is the south side 
of Athy and Rathsteward is the north side. Ardreigh is a 
mile, just about a mile, from the town. 

17643. Was there a fine business in the timber trade in 
this neighbourhood ? — I remember to have seen a fine 
business in the timber trade carried on in tins neigbbour- 
hood. All the timber as well as com, coal and other 
commodities were loaded and unloaded at the Barrow 
Quay, Athy. It is now, for the reasons above stated, 
impossible to carry on this trade. 


17544. What are the causes of the River Barrow not 
being improved ? — The causes which operate agaiust ' Atkg 

the improvement of the River Barrow as a waterway 

for traffic in this particular neighbourhood should be 13 Ocl. 1906. 
removed by legislation. I think I mentioned to j^ou — - 

before the causes, weeds and mud being allowed to accumu- Causes Oper- 
late. The drainage of the Barrow is a work that would 
benefit this town and district immensely ; the whole 
of the country (I am speaking now of the larger scheme) 
from Waterford to Athy would be opened up ; increased 
facilities for trade and commerce would follow; the 
towns situated on the Barrow would be improved in trade 
as well as in the public health, and in my opinion the 
greatest urgency exists for the drainage of the River- 
Barrow. If this large drainage scheme was carried out 
there would be no necessity for the smaller schemes 
recommended from time to time for the drainage and 
cleaning up of certain portions of the ri-ver. It was 
contemplated in the Barrow drainage scheme some years 
ago that the river would be navigable by steamers from 
the sea to Athy. The canal freights for goods in general 
are slightly dreaper than railway rates. Considering 
the ordiiary delay in transit on the canal and also the- 
occasional delays caused by floods, frosts and want of 
water, it is more convenient to have the goods carried by 
rail For my trade the railway is preferable, owing 
chiefly to the quickness of transit and the superior ooudi- 
tion in which the goods are delivered. If a new system 
of canal control were instituted I would strongly recom- 
mend the system to be under national control 

17546. Can you state why ? — I am under the impression 
that it could be -worked more economically and that it 
would be worked for the general good instead of being, 
as the canals are at present, in a negbeted condition. 
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MIMUTES OP EVIDENOE : 


i'r. T. 17546. Aie complaints made at Athy tliat greater 
Mickey, facilities are not given to the owners of what are called 

Atni/, hack-boats ? — Yes. 

17547. Preference as a rule is given in your opinion to 
Complaints. company’s boats ? — I have proof of that from boat- 
owners ; sometiines they are delayed. 

17548. Is that detrimental to the traders of Athy 
generally ? — Decidedly ; it makes carrying more expensive. 

17549. And in the ease of cool especially do yon com- 
plain ? — Yes, there is a great grievance to coal merchants 
in that respect. 


17550. You think that unnecessary delay, disappoint- 
ment, and increased expense in the delivery of goods 
results from this defect ? — It does. 

17551. {Mr. QriffUh.) When you say navigation is 
impossible I presume you only mean in dry weather and 
when the river is low or in flood ? It is a strong expression 
to use ? — The navigation has ceased to be carried on in 
this particular place. 

17552. Entirely ? — Except in a very small way for 
excursion boats and things like that. 

Tht Witness eoithdrew. 

The Commission ndjow'ned. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


Wednesday, Hth 2{ovember, 1906. 


London. 


The Right Eon. Lord Shuttleworth (in the Chair). 


The Right Hon. Lord Brassey, G.C.B. 

The Right Hon. Lord Fareer. 

The Right Hon. Lord Kenyon. 

The R^ht Hon. Sir John DoBiNaTON, Bart 
The Right Hon. Sir John Bednner, Bart., M.P. 
Sir John Wilson, Bart. 

Sir Francis Hoewood, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 

W. J. CsossLEY, Esq., M.P. 


Russell Rea, Esq., M.P. 

J. F. Remnant, Esq., M.P. 

Philip Snowden, Esq., M-P. 

Henry Vivian, Esq., M.P. 

R C. H. Davison, Esq. 

J. P. GRonTH, Esq. 

A. J. Hbrhertson, Esq. 

H. F. Killiok, Esq. 

W. B. Dupfield, Esq. (Secretary). 

R. B. Dunwoodt, Esq. (Assistant .lyecretary). 


Witness ; Mr. J. A. F. Aspinall. 

Mr. John Audley Prederiok Aspinaix, called; and Examined. 


Mr J A F (Chairman.) You are the General Manner of the 

As^nall, ' Lancashire and Yorlmhire Railway ? — Yes. 

M.Inst. C.E., 20400. And a member of ' ” ' 

General 


Hastitution of Civil En- 
-- gmeers and Vice President of the Inetitation of Mechanical 
Martager Engineers T— Yes. 


Lancashire 

and 20401. In 1902 did the Lancashire and Yorkshire Com- 
Fori-eA Vc pany obtain Parliamentary powers to run steamers be- 

Railway, tween Liverpool and Drogheda ? Yes. 

*}l4A’’or. 1906. 20402. Did you acquire the entire concern of the old 


Drogheda Steam Packet Company ? — Yes. 

20403. That had been carrying on a service by paddle 
steamers between the ports named for many years ?— Yes. 

20404. In what position were they ? — They were doing 
rat^r ht^y, and we were very much interested in that 


20405. Did you take steps to improve the service be- 
tw«n Liverpool and Drogheda ? — Yes, we ordered two new 
twin-screw steameiB with a speed of 17 knots that were 
socially built for oaJtying live stock, and Ihey were pro- 
vided with excellent passenger accommodation as well. 

20406. What steamers have yon now at Drogheda ? 

The steamers which are registered at the port of Drogheda, 
although one of them k not there at the moment, are the 
“ Colleen Bawn,” 1,204 gross tons : the “ Mellifont,” 1 204 
tons ; the " Ivema,” 995 tons ; and the “ Nonh Cieina ” 
893 tons. 

20407. What is the amount of the trips you do in a 
year ? — In the twelve months ending June, 1906, we ran 
409 single tripe between Liverpool mid Dro^eda. and the 
harbour dues which were paid on these trips to the Drog- 
heda Harbour Commissioners amounted to £1,632 14a. 6d. 

20408. What were ttie cmgoes ?— Ihe cargoes carried 
by these steamers from Liverpool consist principally of 
food stuffs and coal, while from Drogheda they are almost 
exclusively etmfined to live stock. During the twelve 


months ending June, 1906. the carrvings from Drogheda 
eattie, 40,974 head; sheep and lambs, 

76,004 head; pigs, 8,228 head. In addition the following 
commodities were carried : shell fish, 460 tons : eggs 272 
tons ; oatmeal, 260 tons ; wool, 60 tons, and a quantity of 
hv© fowl, all from freland. I would like to mention that 
Drogheda stands sixth in the list of Irish ports for the 
exportation of cattle ; it stands second for the exportation 
of ^eep and lambs ; sixth for the exportation of horses, 
altho^h the number is not very large; and fifth for the 
^ortotion of pgs. Those returns are taken from the 
b^k department of teland Book— a little Blue- 

importance to the Lancashire Entranceto 
to entrance 

to the Boyne should bo kept as efficient as possible f 
♦V * .’u flerious matter for us indeed 

t. u 1-1 ^ in an efficient state. I 

would hke, if I may, to put in a tracing here which shows 
toe nvet and the soundings (handing in the same). The 
bar » shoTO there; the entranoo to the river is shown 
and the red mark upon the plan shows where there is at 
c^l^-h waU tunning out to sea which 

could be greatly improved, if it were raised. The sound- 
low-water springs, which 
tL equinoctial low-water springs ; 

the sounding in black figures were taken by tiro Lan- 
CMhire and Yorkshire Railway in December, 1903. We 
do not think the state of the bar is as good to-dav as it 
th? AH red figure are taken from 

Harbour and Anchorage on the 
toflj i T 0“ tte Beoember 1st. 

W February, 1892, 

S, ^ to_ the same datum as the black figures. 

^ Mnn^^ m blue figures are taken from the Ad- 
to Lough Carlingfoid, 

water at low-water oroinaty springs, but when you get 
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a little further out to sea you get fourteen feet nine, 
and then you drop q^uite suddenly into deep water. Then 
throughout the river, going right away up to the place 
where the vessels lie above the railway bridge, the river 
is about the same depth, varying from 6|- feet to 7} 
feet. The vessels actually lie at a point just here 
(pomftflff on the chart). 

20410. What is the distance from that point to the 
bar ? — About 5 miles. The difficulty that we experi- 
ence here is that we sometimes cannot get in at all during 
heavy weather, and only this week one of our vessels 
has been laid up smd had to go to Carlingford Lough 
for three days, because it could not cross this bar. 

20411. (Sir John Dori'nffton.) Do your steamers lie 
afioat at the wharf ? — At low tide they take the ground j 
they are specially built to take the ground. 

20412. (Chairman.) What is it yon wish the Com- 
missioners to consider in connection with the Boyne ? — 
We ask you to consider the question of dredging the 
DielgifiS- bar and also the question of improving the training wall, 
which is indicated upon the tracing there. Of course 
I think I ought to explain that we are asking this as the 
principal traders to the porty and therefore this is a 
question which is quite outside the Harbour Commis- 
sioners, and we are acting solely and simply as traders 
running to and from the port. 

20413. How is it outside the Harbour Commissioners ? 
— What I mean is that this is done without any reference 
to them ; we are the people who feel the difficulty, and 
therefore we are asking for some assistance on that 
account. 

20414. You mean you are not speaking for the Harbour 
Commissioners ?— Not in any way. 

20415. You are speaking on behalf of the trade which 
you represent f — Yea. 

20410. Would you explain the disadvantages attending 
the present system of tidal sailings and how those dis- 
advantages ore accentuated in the case of Drogheda ?— 
They are accentuated in the case of Drogheda, owing 
. ‘ to its geographical position, about four miles from the 

mouth of the Elver Boyne, and in conaequMce of the 
condition of the bar, our steamers should leave the quay 
at least an hour before high water, as they can only cross 
it within half an hour after high water. This practically 
means that there is only a period of about two and a half 
hours (viz., two hours before and half an hour after high 
Water) on each tide during which our steamers can enter 
and leave the river. These disabilities, coupled with the 
limitations as to the draught of the vessels employed in 
the service, have operated in a serious degree against the 
development in the trade between Englaud and Ireland, 
which we hoped for when we undertook the service 
between Liverpool and Drogheda. 

20417. Do 3TOU think that the removal of the impedi- 
ments which now exist would materiaOy conduce to 

1 the welfare of Drogheda and district ? — Yes, 1 think 

I there is no doubt about that. 

! fiepteneiiU- 20418. Have representations repeatedly been made 

I liona made. Drogheda Harbour Comnussioners ? — Yes, we have 

often made representations to the Drogheda Harbour 
Commissioners, but owing to the lack of funds they have 
not been able to provide the expenditure necessary to 
dredge the bar or to build the training walls which we 
believe would increase the scour upon the river and would, 
we think, effectually increase the depth of water. 

20419. Did you in the early part of 1905 call the atten- 
tion of the Drogheda Commissioners to the fact that one 
of your paddle steamers had been injured ? — Yes, we 
called their attention to the fact that we had touched the 
bar when proceeding to Drogheda in fine weather. 

20420. How much was your steamer drawing ? — 
12 feet 7 inches the steamer was drawing, although the 
gauge showed a depth of 15 feet Then when we placed 
one of our new twin-screw steamers in dry dock last year 
wo found that her keel had been very seriously damaged by 
constant scraping across the bar. The Commissioners, 
when we complained, gave instructions for some dredging 
to be done, which for the time being had the effect of 
somewhat reducing the difficulty and risk attending 
the navigation of vessels entering and leaving the port, 
but the resources at their dispoeal were such that the work 
had to be stopped at the end of July last year. Their 


appliances are very poor and they have got hardly any JJfr, J. A. 'F. 
money j I think they did their best, hut they had no more Aspinall, [• 
money to spend. JH.Inst. C.Ji!., ' 

20421. Does the river give a fine natural scour ? — MMuacr S 
Yes, there is a splendid scout in the river, and 1 believe lancaSire '* 
that if the dredging at the bar were carried out, and then and ^ 
it were gradually extended up the river, the flow of the Yorkshire 1 
river itself would keep the channel open without any Sailicay. ! 
difficulty. ' 

^ UA’^or. 1006. ' 

20422. What I understand you to suggest are three i 

things : first, the dredging of the bar ; secondly, the 
training wall ; and, thircDy, further dredging up the river 
to help the effect of the scour? — I believe all those three 
things would be of very great advantage to the port. 


20423. Would nothing else be needed in your opinion ? 

— I do not think so. 

20424. Have you made any estimate of the cost 7 — Cost. 

No ; we did not consider it was our business to do that. 

We have our own very rough ideas as to what the dredging 
at the bar and that wall would cost, but they are very 
rough ideas. 

20425. Such as they are, if no engineer has gone into 
the matter what is your general idea as to what the cost 
would be ?— We believe that the dredging which is neces- 
sary at the bar could be carried out for about £5,000, and 
that the wall could be dumped down there, in the form 
of loose stone, for about something like £10,000, but that 
would not do any dredging up the river. 

20426. How much more would the dredging up the 
river cost 7 — -We have not gone into that at all. 

20427. Do you think there would be any contribution 
from any quarter to such expenditure 7 — I do not think so. 

20428. Would the Lancashire and Yorkshire Company 
themselves do so 7 — No, it would not be worth our while ; 
the trade is too thin to admit of anything of that kind. 

20429. Have not the people of Drogheda been much 
discouraged by the extent to which they have found that 
the trade has been diverted from Drogdeda by the railway 
to Dublin 7 — I do not think they have got very much to 
grumble at if you look at the agricultural returns ; if you 
study those returns you will find that the chief export is 
cattle, and the figures themselves show that the numbers 
have been very fairly maintained. There is no doubt 
there has been a falling off in cattle in recent years, but that 
has been common to all the ports in Ireland. 

20430. Now, taking cattle, are cattle, as a matter of fact, 
carried by railway to Dublin and shipped there? — No 
doubt large numbers of cattle go there. 

20431. And with respect to such other meichandise as 
you carry from Ireland, is not it also the case that all forms 
of merchandise are taken by railway to Dublin and shipped 
there 7 — Yes, other classes of merchandise are carried by 
the railways ; of course the railwaj^ compete for that 
traffic, and it is carried to Dublin undoubteifiy. 

20432. Do you attach importance to the development laportance 
of the navigation oa the river Boyne above Drogheda ; of naviga- 
would that be much help to you ? — Well, it has been a tion 
very small thing indeed. The Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Kailway Company axe interested in the Boyne Naviga- 
tion as undmr their Steam VeBsols Act they had to take 
over the share which the old Drogheda Steam Packet 
Company had in it. and &en almost at that time the 
Navigation was handed over to 1V&. McCann who under 
the name of the Meath Navigation Company has been 
working it ever since, of course the Boyne Navigation is 
a separate organisation of which Mr. Archer is the Seore- 

20433. Where does the Boyne Navigation end and 
the Hwbour Commissioners duties commenced 7— The 
Boyne Navigation ends above the Bridge at Drogheda ; 
to put it accurately it commences at high tidal mark at 
Old Bridge neax Drogheda and thence along the Kiver - 
Boyne through Slane and Stackallen to Navan. 

20434. I do not Imow where Old Bridge is ; is it above 
Drogheda. 

The Witness pointed it out on the Plan. 

20435. And &e jurisdiotioa of the Boyne Navigation.- 
does not go below Old Bridge 7 — ^No. 

20436. (iSir Join Dorvn^n.) What is the rise and fall 
of the tide in the bar 7 — At the moment I ftTn not quiC^ 
sure ; 1 think it is about 14 feet. 
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MINUTES or -EVIDENCE : 


Mr. J.^ A. F. 20437. The coEdition of tie river from the bar up to 
^ij»nnK, Drogheda eoems to be about as bad ?— It is rather better 
M.ltitt. C.S., in the jiygj than it is on the bar ; it is better to the extent 

MTZfer 

Ltt7ic<uhire 20438. I thought you said it was 5 feet on the bar and 
_ . 6 to 7 feet up the river ? — Yes, I said the difference was 

l^ksh%re about 2 feet in favour of the river, about 6 feet at the bar 
and about 7 feet in the river. 

20439. You 1 


Sailwai/. 


14 AVu. 1906. 20439. You are then a little better in the river ? — Yes. 

20440. I suppose you want about 4 feet for the bar 
in order to make it safe to cross — 4 feet rise of tide ? — 
Yes, that is so. 

®^l*6nditure 20441. {Lord Fairer.) Is your suggestion that public 
of public money should be spent on this ? — I do not tbinV it can 
money. jjg (Jqqq anless publio money is spent on it. 

20442. I see you said in your evidence that other 
railways were competing to different porta ? — That is so ; 
of course, you have a line of steamers running from Dun- 
dalk to Liverpool who take a great deal of traffic, and 
then, of course, you have several lines of steamers running 
from Dublin to Liverpool ; then again in a certain sense 
Belfast is a competing port, but each of those places have 
their areas from which they draw their cattle. 

20443. Do you know how much public money has been 
spent at Greenore or at Belfast or at Dublin? — I do not 
know at all. 

20444. (il/r. Snouden.) You deal ' only with goods 
traffic I believe j you do not take passengers ?— That is 
not so ; we have excellent passenger accommodation on 
board the boats. 

_ 20445. Has there been any development in the traffic 
since you began to run your steamers ? — Yes, the passenger 
traffic has improved. Perhaps I had better give you the 
figures which are taken from the Government Return, 
and therefore we will assume they are right In 1900 the 
numler of cattle exported from Drogheda was 51 424 • 
next year 42.227 i 41.898 ; 43.009 ; 42.333 : 42.435- 
that is up to the end of 1905. Those were cattle. Sheep 
and laml-s, 1900 again, 90,312 ; 86,699 ; 103,967 ; 88,896 • 
78,205 ; 75,073. Pigs, 17,783; 17,097; 17,113; 16,726; 
10,088 ; and 7,670. 

20446. There has been a big falling off then comparina 
1900 and 1905 ? — Yea. I understand the reason of that 
is that at Navan they have started a large bacon factory 
and the pigs that used to be exported are now dealt with 
at that factory. 

•20447. Bnt the falling off applies not only to pigs 
but to other classes of live stock ? — That has been so ; 
there has been a tendency for the cattle to fall off at all 
the ports. I have all the Ports here and it shows very 
clearly that for the lost year or two there has been a 
falling off. 

20448. Do yon represent here to-day all the traders 
using the Port of Drogheda ?— Oh dear, no ; I am simply 
here representing the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railwav 
Company. 

Yrade-s. 20449. Are there any otha; traders using the port ?— 

No. there are no other steamers go there. I would just 
like to add that there are other vessels go there, but there 
are no other steamers or ssiling vessels so far as I know 
engaged in the regular trade between England and Ireland 
Odd vessels go there ; there is a large gnano place there and 
they get vessels in now and again ; but I think what you 
meant was ; are we the regular traders to the port between 
England and Ireland ? And if that is what you meant mv 
answer is yea. ■' 

20450. (Cfiairman.) Do no colliers come from England ? 

—Sometimes, but we take a good deal of coal ourselves to 
teland. There are some colliers go up and lie up the 
river a little bit beyond our berth. ^ 

ir steamers ?— I think 

20452. .Mr. Davison.) What will be the result if this 
bar is not improved by somebody ?— We shall continue to 
.suffer as we a-e suffering to-day. 

20453. And take the risk ? — IdonotknowthatweshslI. 
20454. {Mr. Griffith.) I am not quite clear whettier this 
-problem that you have placed before us comes within the 
reference to this Commission; would you give your 
opinion upon that ?— I am afraid I have not studied the 
reference to the Commission sufficiently closely to say. 


20455. Because the story you have told us is not eon 
fined to Drogheda ; it refers to other ports ?— I can rmiti 
imagine that. ^ 

20456. The Port of Dundalk to which you have referred 
for instance ?— No doubt Dundalk is badly off also. 

20457. It is identical almost ?— Yes, possibly. 

20458. Both those ports need improvement in their 
channel of approach ?— Well, I am more familiar with i’”'''.'"*- 

20459. Judging from your description I may say thev 
are identical, and on both sides you are flanked with potte 
which provide fixed hour services ?— Yes, you are verv 
fortunate in Dublin in having that, and equally so at Bel- 
fast in having those fixed services. 

2W60. And at Greenore ?— Yes, it is equally true of 
Greenore. 

204C1. Is it your opinion that these two ports of Droe- 
heda and Dundalk can continue to compete for the Cross 
Channel trade unless they are improved ?— No I do not 
ttmk they can ; it is a very serious thing to have vessels 
delayed as ours have been and it adds so much to the cost 
that we often doubt whether it is worth our while to con- 
tinue in the trade having regard to the very small amount 
of money earned for doing the work. 

20462. Is it not essential for the oattle trade now to he 
able to sail at fixed hours ?— That does not seem to be the 
absolute view of the oattle dealers ; it is very much better 
that it should be so,but you never can get fixed hours at the 
Port of Drogheda whatever you do. You could improve 
the place but you would never get fixed hours without an 
enormous expenditure of money, which of course would 
not be warranted. Judging by the figures in the Returns 
there are a large number of dealers in Meath and West- 
meath who consider it to their advantage to send cattle 
that way to Liverpool. 

20463. What are the inducements for shipping at 
Drogheda, could you inform the Commission, instead of 
sending by Dublm ?— I think the dealers prefer it because 
large quantities of the oattle can be walked to Drogheda 
^d put on board the steamer and landed in very fine oon- 
ditioa in Liverpool without any intermediate railwav 
carnage and they think that they arrive in better con- 
ation. Of course, I think in that matter you ought to 
have the view of the oattle dealer, but that I understand 
IS the view they take. 

_ 20464. Now in the case of your steamer you mentioned 
just now os not being able to get into Drogheda, what 
bwame of the oattle that were to be shipped ?— The 
Ivema was ddayed for three days and had to go into 
LarlmgfOTd Lough. Of course, she was returning with a 
very small cargo from Liverpool and the spare boat had 
to beputontotakeherplace. 

20465. And did the work ?— That is the only way 
we can get over it, but it means keeping a spare boat for the 
purpose with all the extra expense attendant upon it. 

2046a Have not the Harbour Commissioners recently Reports. 

engineers as to the improvement 
of Drogh^a Harbour ?_Yea. the Harbour Coimnissioners 
employed an engineer, I think his name was Mr. Ryan, 

Jast year to make a report upon what he thought was 
nece»^ for the improvement of the Port» imd I fancy 
r!5;« lai-ge figures, and they found 

di^ulty about ax.j possibility of raising the money. 

All those facts you will be able to get from him. 

^ underataad your view it is that the 
&tat« should now mtervene and improve Dro^eda 
Harbour ?— It serves such a large district that it seems to 
me a great pity thafsomething should not be done to 
improve a very fine river ; there is no doubt it is a very 
hue nver and more could be done there if a moderate 
amount of money were spent. 

‘“““S' 

^ there any difference between 
20471. From the two oiries ?— Yes. 
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20472. {Sir. Killick.) Has your trafBc developed and 
increased since you ran these steamers 1 — No ; these 
figures I have just read out show that that is not so. 

20473. May I take it as a fact that your traffic between 
Liverpool aud Drogheda has been a diminishing instead 
of an increasing traffic ? — Yes. 

20474. All these inconveniences existed when you 
went there. May I ask what were the reasons which 
induced you to run your line to Drogheda ? — All these 
inconveniences existed, but they have been accentuated 
latterly, because the bar has become worse. The reason 


why we took the vessels over was because we had been Mr ■/._ A. F, 

interested for a great many years in the Sow of this traffic 

from the Port of Drogheda to Liverpool, and wo did not 

want to see that carried away to some other port. If we 

had not done w'hat we did the i Id .Steam Packet Company j^ancakhire 

would simply have gone to pieces and there would have and 

been no vessels trading bettreen Liverpool and Drogheda Yorkshire , 

ataa Railway . 

TheWUnesstaiOidrew. H A’oy. 1906. 

The Oomviiasion. adjoxtmed. 


THIRTY-NINTH DAY. 


Tuesday, November, 1906. 


London. 


The Rt. Hon. Lord Shottlewohth (in the Chair). 


Tlie Rt. Hon. Lord Biussey, G.C.B. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Farbeb. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir John E. Dobinqton. Bart. 
The Rt. Hon. Sir John Bednnee, Bart., M.P. 
Six Francis Hopwood, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 
William J. Crossley, Esq., M.P. 


Witnesses : — Mr. H. Plows, Mr. 


J. F. Remnant, Esq., M.P. 

Philip Snowden, Esq., ^LP. 

B. C. H. Davison, Esq. 

J. P. Gbipbith, Esq. 

A. J. Hbbbebtson, Esq. 

H. F. Ktl ltcn, Esq. 

W. B. Ddtiteld, Esq. {Secretary.) 

R. B. Ddnwoody, Esq. (Assislant-Secrelary.) 
W. P, O'NeiU, Mr. S. Morrison. 


Mr. Henry Plews, called ; and Examined. 


21077. {Ohairmaiu) You are General Manager of the 
I Great Northern Railway of Ireland ? — ^Yes. 

I S1078. First you wish to give evidence with respect 

I I’iiKt Canal to the Ulster Canal : would you mention its extent ? — 
It is fifty-six miles in length ; it extends from the Black- 
water River to Lough Erne and it was authorised by am 
Act of Parliament passed in 1825 and was completed 
is 1842. 

21079. What was the estimated cost of oonsiructaon 7 
I —The estimated cost was £160,000, and the Exchequer 

Loan Commissioners advanced £120,000 and the Com- 
missioners of Public Works £10,000, which appears to 
be what was spent upon the canal at the time. 

21080. Did the Loan Commiasioners take possession, 
of the property in 1861 ? — That is so. 

21081. On account of the obligations of the com- 
pany not having been complied with ?— Prooisoly. 

21082. Was it then leased 7— The canal was then 
leased, first to Mr. Daigan in the year 1851 and subse- 
quently to the Dundalk and Newry Steam Packet Com- 
pany, who were a company that ran steamers between 
Dundalk and Newry and Liverpool, and the lease with 
the Dundalk Company expired in 1865, when the canal 
reverted to the CJommisaioners of Public Works. 

21083. Was it then in very bad condition 7 — In very 
had condition. Up to that time there was no railway 
to Clones, the last town on the route of the canal. The 
railway from Dundalk to Clones was opened in 1868, 
and the railway from Belfast to Clones in 1863. After 
the canal reverted to the Commissioners of Public Works 
it was closed from the year 1865 untU 1873, during which 
time the Board of- Worke spent about £22,000 upon it 
to put it in order agsin. 

21084. Had you personal knowledge from the year 
1873 of the working of the canal 7 — I had; I was for 
several years subsequent to that stationed in the north 
of freland in the town of Enniskillen, and, of course, 
tbift canal was in a portion of the district I tiien had 
charge of. 
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21085. What can you say about its traffic 7 — From iftnr 

that forward it real^ did very little work indeed ; you pUxcs " 
might say that the boats were almost occaaionaJ. There General 
was not even a daily service or many times not a weekly Manager, 
service, aud very frequently the canal was stopped alto- Great 
gether. There was no doubt some defect in the water ^orthent 
supply as between Monaghan and Clones at that time. 

21086. You wish to refer to the report of Lord Monok’s “ 

Commission upon it 7 — Yes, that was in 1882. 20 Aow. 1906. 

repotted then that the traffic on the canal from 1873 [0~^7St88i'] 
to 1832 had been insignificant. During the five years 
ending March, 1880, the average annual receipts from 
tolls only amounted to £55 per annum, the expenditure 
in maintenance being about £1,153. That, of oourse, 
took no account whatever of any interest upon the out- 
lay : that was merely the cost of maintenance 

21087. What was the loss to the State taking into 
account the amount of public money advanced 7 — The 
loss amounted to £6,139 per annum. 

21088. Are you still quoting from Lord Monck’s Com- 
mission 7 — So far as that is concerned — yes. 

21089. To what conclusion did Lord Monok’s Commis- 
sion come on the subject of the Ulster Canal ? — They re- 
commended that all the property should be offered for sale. 

21090. That it should be sold by public competition in 
other words 7 — That is so, and accordingly in January, 

1883, Gie Board of Works did invite tenders for the pur- 
chase of the canal with an intimatiou that if a satisfactory 
response was not received within three months they would 
sell the houses and lands in lots to the highest bidders. 

It was clear from that that they were prepared to dis- 
mantle the canal. 

21091. In January, 1883, as we heard from Mr. Rea in 
his evidence at Belfast, the Board of Works invited ten- 
ders for the purchase of the canal 7 — Yes. 

21092. Was any offer for purchase received ? — ^No offers 
for purchase were received. 

2B 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MrNXTTES OF EVIDENCE ; 


19 1 


^rr. IFfiini 


^fana'jer 
Great 
yorlhern 
llaUinty of 
Irtlan d. 


20 Nos. 1S06, 


Coinj'dny. 


21093. But ultimately in the year 1888 were arrange- 
ments concluded for the canal ^ing taken over by the 
Lagan Narigation Company ? — That is so. 

21094. On -what terms ! — The Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany were to spend £10,230 for the purpose of obtaining an 
improved water supply ; the company, however, stated 
that they had bo spend£12,700 for this purpose, and they in- 
duced the Treasury to grant them £3,500 towards that, and 
the Board of Works gave them a loan of £4,400 j so that 
between the two they received £7,900. 

21093. There was no actual money payment from the 
Lagan Navigation Company to the Board of Works ? — 
None whatever. 


2109C. You have already told us that £152,000 had 
been spent ont of the public purse on it ; that wus not 
repaid ?— That was not repaid at all, nor any interest 
upon it. 

Ecideticcof 21097. Evidence was given by Mr. Rea at questions 
J/r. ir. 1!. 15,407—414 that in the first instance the estimate was 
i'ec,yee i,>q. that £10,250 would be required to put the canal in order, 
ISiO.-iii. ultimately the total sum expended was £12,700 and 

that was lent in the manner you have already described ? 
— Precisely. There would appear to have been a small 
balance that must have been found by the Navigation 
Company. 

21098. What did that fresh expenditure by the Board 
of Works in the loan of £4,400 make the total amount of 
public money sunk in the concern ? — £159,000. 

21099. Has none of that up to the present been repaid 
to the Board of Works 1 — None has been repaid nor any 
interest paid thereon. 

21100. How much loss do the Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany show that they have had on the canal since the5' 
took it over ? — They report that they have lost £15,890 
by the possession of it — by the working. 

21101. That is in thirteen years ? — In tliirteen years. 
That is they had a free gift, and it has cost them that loss 
to keep it going. 

21102. Of course you are aware there is one great dis- 
advantage to them — that it is not of the same gauge as 
the Lagan Navigation ? — ^That is so. 

21103. So that they cannot use their Lagan boats for 
navigating the Ulster Canal, and goods have to be tran- 
shipped ? — No ; but at the same time there is no heavy 
traffic beyond the distriot that properly belongs to the 
Lagan Navigation — that is there are no brickworks or 
anything of that kind through the coimtry. 

21104. Is there not a certain amount of heavy traffic 
which arises on the Coalisland Navigation ?— That is 
on the Lagan Navigation proper ; they have a certain 
heavy traffic on the Lagan Navigation proper but it does 
not extend beyond. 

CouIisl;in(! 21105. But Coalisland is not considered Lagan Naviga- 
Cnnai. tion proper ; the Coalisland Canal is a separate canal 
which also belongs to the Lagan Navigation Company ? 
—Yes ; I do not know whether the Coalisland section of 
it is separate from the Lagan Navigation or not, but it is 
worked in conjunction with it. 

21100. But there is no traffic upon the Ulster Canal 

like that which arises on the Coalisland Canal? None 

whatever. 

21107. Is there not now a peat mdnstry commencing on 
the Ulster Canal ? — No, none whatever. 

21108. That is below on the Blackwater ?— Yea. on the 
Blackwater, and a little further north beyond Portadown, 
a__little west of Portadown. 

21109. That would be on Lough Neagh ?— No, it is 
a little further away from Lough Neagh. 

21110. That is served by the radway ?— Tea, which 
runs between Portadown and Dungannon. 

21111. That is not served by any waterway ? No. 

' there is one of them that is near to the canal but rather 

i nearer to the railway, and they are arranging now to 

I put a siding into it so as to use the railway. 

21112. By what traffic arrangements have the re- 
I quirements of the trade been met since the ‘canal has 

been in the hands of the Lagan Navigation Company ? 
— They have run a boat about once a week as far m 
. Clones, and occasionally a second one, and that has '^en 


the amount of the accommodation that was deniaiuled 
during the time the Lagan Navigation people have aad 
it in their charge. 

21113. I suppose there are boats of bye-traders be- 
sides that ? — No, that includes all ; 1 do not think there 
is a trader between Blaclcwater and Clones who owns 
a boat. I do not think there is a single trader on the 
route who owns a boat. 

21114. Wliat conclusion do you draw from the facts its 
you have been stating to the Commission ? — We think 
that these facts conclusively show that there is no traffic 
to support the canal ; it has now been tried for sixty-four 
years and for all that time it has been a loss to everyone 
who has been connected with it. It seems to us therefore 
that it IS useless continuing to try it any longer and that 
it should be dealt with as was proposed in the year 1861 
by Sir John McNeill who gave evidence before a Commis- 
sion to tbe effect : “ That the only plan by which any 
return could he obtained from the undertaking would bo 
to take off the lock gates, drain the canal, and convert 
its bed and slopes into grass land which might be let 
for grazing.” 

21115. What enquiry was that in the year 1861 ?— 

I forget what Commission that was ; it was one of the 
Commissions sitting on canola. 

21116. Was it a Drainage Commission ? — Yea. We 
think that view is as true to-day as it was at that 
period. 

21117. And your view is that any expenditure upon E^peudif 
this Ulster Canal would be thrown away ?— I do think ' 

21118. You think there is no business in the locality 
to support the canal ? — No ; you see Fermanagh and 
Monaghan are practically pastoral counties ; the products 
are live stock, butter, eggs and poultry, none of which 
commodities, of course, are suitable at all for canal 
conveyance. Taking oar stations in that locality we 
find we get no grain or potatoes from them whatever ; the 
amount grown is all consumed in the neighbourhood ; it 
is very small, and the whole farming industry there is in 
agriculture and cattle rearing. 

21119. Do yon think there would be no return loading 
for the lighters bringing coal, for example, and other 
goods into the district ? — There is no return whatever. 

The coal traffic, in point of fact, is a very moderate quantity 
because that portion of the district abounds in turf bogs 
and the country people use turf very largely for their 
firing. 

21120. What do you say with respect to EnniBkillen 
and Clones ? — Those are the only two centres that might 
be supposed to be in any way benefited at all by the c^al 
and they have no export whatever except in U*e com- 
modities which I have mentioned. 

21121. Are oats and potatoes not sent away from 
those places 7 — None whatever. 

21122. What are the principal importations ? — The 
principal importations are bread stuffs and groceries, and 
these are largely from Londonderry and Belfast. 

21123. And as to the traffic in the reverse direction 
■what would you say ?— Ihom the country that is entirely 
live stock and butter and eggs and poultry. 

21124. Your argument is that they require more 
despatch than a canal can afford ?— Of course ; the 
canal would not be suitable for cattle, and the other 
traffic is perishable articles which must have quick 
despatch. 

21125, How much is the population of Clones ? — Only 
2,068. 

21126. With regard to the Ballinamore and Bally- DallioJ®-' 
Connell Canal is there anything 3'ou would wish to say ? — and Bstlj- 
This canal is 38J miles in length and it joins Lough Erne conn“9 
to the ^anuon at Leitrim ; it cost £2^,000 and was Canal- 
opened in 1860. It was, I believe, made as a public work 
in tho time of some distress in Ireland. The interest on 
this outlay was for a short time paid by the counties 
of Cavan and Leitrim, who, however, sav they never got 
thiw pennyworth of advantage from the canal, and 
ultimately they got themselves relieved from the burden 
and the canal was allowed to faO into desuetude, and 
has so remaiasd ever since. I believe I am correct in 
stating that no boat carrying any kind of traffic ever 
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L- Dromod, which is about two miles from the Shannon, and Mr. Henrij 
they are at present promoting a short spur of about two 
21127. It was only opened for a few days ? — I suppcse miles, which would bring them right on to the Shannon, 


,3 not very long. 

21128. It was not open a month ?— Was it not 7 I 
believe it flooded the country. 

2112$). At the same time Lord Monck’s Commission 
advised that in using it as a di'ainage work by the Drainage 
Board there should be an obligation upon that Board 
to prevent the banks of the canal and the masonry of 
the locks from falling into ruin ? — That would be to 
preserve it as a drainage scheme simply. 


just 0 


General 
Manager 
Great 

21143. Yes, that would communicate with one point Sorthern 
on the Shannon. Of course the idea of reviving the Ruihra^ of 
Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal, as has been very Irehmd. 
seriously urged before this Commission, would he that it v 7 
would afford a through route from all the country served ^ ^ ' 

by the Shannon, a water communication through to 
Belfast ? — In the first place we may take Belfast, of 
course, as being the centre of the commerce of the north, 
and I have taken the trouble to ascertaiu what is'the 


21130. If the masonry of the locks was to he preserved amount of tonnage that passes between Belfast and 


from falling into ruin does that not point to the fact that 
Lord Jlonck’s Commission thought some day it might 
be useful as a navigation ? — I am informed that, 
since the lock gates were removed and all that, it has 
been of some benefit os a drainage scheme and that 
lots of the land it has drained have now been let and 
have had rents fixed by the usual Court, but there is 
this remarkable fact to be considered — that since that 
a railway has been made through that very district 
coveting the greatest portion of the ground that was 
occupied by this canal. 


Limerick in the twelve months, and I daresay yom' Lord- 
ship will be surprised to find it does not exceed 1,100 tons 
in the year. 

21144. Is that by railway ? — By both railway and 
steamer ; there is a service of steamers by the- Clyde 
Steamship Companyrunningfrom Belfast and going round 
to the South of Ireland. 

21145. Coastwise 7 — Y'es ; they carry about one half and 
we carry the other half. That ia the whole of the traffic 
there is between Belfast and Limerick. 


, ,. , . - A V 1.A II j 2114C. Of course the question is not as to existing 

21131. A hghl Ktojr !-A Ighl traffic , w. .r. al«»y, mSt »ltli re.pMt to my piopo«l 


the Cavan, Leitrim and Roscommon, This railway 
was built under baronial guarantee, and at the time 
it was being built the bridges that cress the canal were 
made so low that a boat cannot pass under. That 
question came very fully before the Board of Works 
when this was proposed, and they came to the conclusion 
that there was no prospect whatever of this canal ever 
being used for traffic purposes and they therefore agreed 
to the bridges being built in that manner ; so that there 
is no possibility of its being used for traffic unless the 
position of the railway is altered and one of the stations 
at ail events moved altogether. 

21132. It would iuTolve the alteration of those two 
bridges, and, as I understand from yon, the removal 
of a station ? — Yea, the Ballinamore Station. 

21133. I do not quite know how the station would 
interfere with the use of the navigation 7 — You would 
have to raise the line to get over the canal to such an 
extent that they could not possibly approach the station ; 
it must be removed into another position. 

n this light railway 7 — 

21135. Are your company concerned in tiiis light 
railway In any way ? — We are not concerned further 
than in working arrangements with them. 

21136. Do you conti-ol any traffio on the raUway 7 — 
Of course a very large amount of their traffic is to and from 
my line. 

21137. Is it of the same gauge as your line ? — No, 
it is a narrow gauge line and everything has to be trans* 
shipped at the Beltuibet. 


for the future with what exists hut the question is whether 
there is not a hope for the future, and whether Ireland, and 
particularly that part of Ireland which is situated upon 
the Shannon, not only Limerick, could not be developed; 
and, if waterways existed which would give a really con- 
tinuous communication with a port like Belfast, whether 
industries might not develop and improve all along such a 
route 7 — 'Limerick no doubt is the port of entry for that 
portion of the country, aud as regards the import of 
American products, that is, grain and Indian com, which 
dome in very largely for consumption, they are brought 
direct into Limeriok ; they would not be brought into 
Belfast, because they can get into Limerick by water at 
very little extra cost as compared with Belfast, and there- 
fore it is not the least likely that Belfast would ever supply 
that kind of traffic to the south. 

21147. Are 3 tou aware how diffi cult it is for traffic 
once at Limerick to proceed up the Shannon on account 
of the way the waterway is doubly throttled at Limerick Locks on 
first by the small looks between Killaloe and Limerick — Shannon 
and then by the bad communication between the canal Navigation 
and the docks at Limerick ? — I am not personally 
acquainted with that. 

21148. That has been very forcibly brought before the 
Commission 7 — I think you will no doubt have heard, if the 
matter has been gone into, that the principal products of 
the county on the banks of the Shannon are live stock 
and that kind of thing for which canals are not suitable, 
and of course they have railway communication there. 

21149. If there were a considerable development of 
tillage in the West of Ire l and, would not that make a differ- 
ence 7 — That is a very fair question, hut I think the 


21138. Do you possess any rolling stock for that weather conditions have shown that it is not a profitable 
light railway 7 — No, it is owned by the company them- thing. It has been tried of course in my experience rather 
selves ; the line just earns, I think, about £1,000 bo extensively in Fermanagh and Monaghan and those coun- 
£1.600 a year in excess of the actual working expenses, ties but it has never been found to be profitable. When you 
and I think the baronies are celled upon to pay about have these wet seasons there is a regular recurrence of 
£6,000 a year for interest. failurw with one crop and another, so that the farmers 

21139. I k JOUI proof jou .ugge.l tl.t to r.raoi- 4 «ll« ted of It. I .hoffid jrat like to meation 
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mumcation passes through three lakes. That would be a 
very expensive service to maintain. 

21150. Unless the whole route were navigable by 
steamers ; I think you said three different steamers 7 — 
Yes, on three different lakes. 

21161. Why should not steamers pass the whole way 7 
— That wonld involve, I take it, that the canal would 
have to be widened. 

21152. The Ulster Canal no doubt would have to be 
widened. On the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal 
the locks were constructed on a larger scale than on the 


with the contribution the baronies have had to make 
to the raUway 7 — Precisely. 

21140. Does the railway pay working expenses 7 — 

Just a little over. 

21141. If this canal were resuscitated it would not be 
for the same purposes for which the railway exists ; it 
would be for the purposes of through traffic from the 
^ Shannon to Belfast 7— -Well, I have a word to say upon 
that. 

21142. What I want to ask you ia — the light railway 
plays no part in through traffic from the Shannon to Bel- 
fast, does it 7— No, it would not he considered a route, i - -at • 

but there is a direct railway route between Belfast and the Ulster Canal . Yea. 

Shannon. I beg your pardon, the light railway does form 21153. And the masonry of the looks is still 
a route from Belfast to the Shannon, because it goes to order ? — Yes. 
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^fr. Henry 21154-, I suppose in consequence of tlie strong recom- 
Ptews, mendation of Lord Monok’s Commi^ion that they should 
Gfnernl bo kept up ? — Just so. 

^Oreat^ 21155. I do not know whether you want to say any- 
Northcm thing more on that question of the through route ?— 
Raibeayof I think not; our impression very strongly is that there 
IrclMid. ia no trafBc or likely to be any traffic that would bo at 

all commensurate with the expense that would be in- 

20A''oi-'. 1006. You can carry now from Belfast to Limerick 

by sea cheaper than you can by the canal ; the rates 
are very low. 

21160. 1 may say we have had the other view very 
strongly presented to us and we are very glad to hear 
your view, but we should also be very glad to have more 
expressions of views from Ireland on this important 
question than we have received ? — I have a pretty good 
acquaintance with the principal gentlemen in Belfast 
■who were concerned about this, and I have never found 
anyone to urge that there could be any possible value 
in rhig communication, except one gentleman, and he 
is connected with some large steamers, it is quite true, 
and his firm import very largely into Belfast, and they 
are, no doubt, making Belfast a very important centre 
of distribution. 

21157. Who is that, may I ask ? — ^fc. Heyn of one 
of the lines of steamers running in Belfast. 

Evidence of 21158. He has himself a large trade, as things go, 
Mr. F. L. with Limerick; be told us at Question 15816 that 
Hei/ii, see Q. “ during the last three months we have sent ourselves 
1S81G. from Belfast to Limerick 597 tons of goods round by 

sea, and we have large quantities of goods also on through 
bills of lading for Limerick aud that direction by Dublin 
which goes some by rail and some by canal" ? — They 
run their steamers into both Belfast and Dublin, and 
his story to me is this — that when they are making up 
their steamers at the American port if they are not full 
they take almost any freight to any part of Ireland and 
they have then got to find the best means of course of 
conveying it to its destination. In some of these cases 
we have carried some of this stuff for them to Limerick 
at a very low rate indeed, but it is very transient and a 
very irregular sort of thing, and it only occurs in those 
coses where the heights for Belfast or Dublin happen 
to he very slack and they make up rrith cargo for other 
places : for instance, they will take for Sligo, and so 
forth. 

ihid. see (, 1 . 21159. To explain that this is not all traffic for Limerick 

15S77. but some of it for parts of Ireland north of Limerick, he 

soys at No. 15377 : “ I believe that if the canal were in 
existence those goods would be required on the way 
up to Limerick, some of them no doubt go to Limerick 
for distribution and come back again.” Leaving that 
subject, is there something you would like to say as to 
the Lagan Namgation itself ? — All I have to say about 
that is this ; it is a private company ; it competes with 
my company and no doubt it affords a very consider- 
able amount of public accommodation, and I have a 
certain amount of sympathy with them in the position 
in which they have been placed by taking over the Ulster 
Canal, becanse some friends of mine happened to be 
sharebolders in it and they found their dividends dis- 
appeared in consequence of this obligation. 

21160. I suppose there is very little doubt that where 
there is a competition of that sort it has a beneficial 
EH'cef ()f effect from the point of view of the public on railway 

ci,ii.iietuii>r. rates ? — Of course there is a very general view to that 
effect, hut I do not kno'w that it has any very great effect. 
Sometimes, of course, the two modes of conveyance 
may enter into competition, but very often they came 
to an arrangement as to charging reasonable rates. 
I ought to say this that in the case of the Lagan 
Navigation there are several merchants who have 
their own boats, that is some of the merchants in Porta- 
down, millers, and so forth, have their own boats, and 
they have only the expense of their maintenance and 
haulage and paying the tolls. That is the most effec- 
tive check of course upon what the rates may be. 
Boyne 21161. With respect to the Boyne Navigation Com- 

Naivigathn pany what have you got to say ? — This was constructed 
Cujnpai.y. in tke year 1790 at a cost of £190,p77, and the railway 
from Drogheda, which runs alongside it to a large extent, 
was opened in 1803. The Bo3me Company did not own 
any boats, those used on the canal being privately owned 


by bargees, who paid their tolls. The navigation was going 
into decay, and in the year 1894 the whole concern was 
vested in the Commissioners of Public Works, and eon- 
tinned so tiU July, 1896, when they gave an intimation 
that they would close the canal unless it was taken off 
their hands. At that time the Boyne Navigation Company 
was formed to do this, and the canal was transferred to 
them, the Board of Works contributing towards the 
scheme £2,294 and the Boyne Navigation £3,712, making 
between them £6,000 in alL 

21162. Did the Boyne Navigation Company make any 
success of this ? — None whatever ; it practically be- 
came of little or no service whatever, and then in 1902 
it was leased by Mr. McCann, who made some effort to 
improve things in the neighbourhood of Navan by starting 
a bacon curing establishment and that sort of thing, and 
it ia now owned by that gentleman's trustees. 

21103. That was a lease for seven years ? — Seven years 
from 1902. 

21164. What do you say about the traffic ? — There ia 
only a very small traffic on it from Drogheda upwards, 
practically nothing on the return journey, os Meath, 
again, is an entirely grazing county, and very little » 
really being done upon it. 

21165. How much has been spent upon the venture? 

— £190,000 has been spent upon this. 

21166. And there is no sufficient traffic to keep it 
open ? — No sufficient traffic to keep it open. The railway 
runs alongside it, and in itself it is not a very paying 
concern, but it does, I believe, afford all the accommodation 
that is required. I may mention that there are a couple 
of large mills in Navan; they arc nearer the canal than 
they are to the railway, but nevertheless wo carry the 
whole of the com for them, which I suppose goes to show 
that the railway communication, being reliable, is more 
suitable to the merchants than the unreliability of getting 
boats up the canal 

21167. Now, -with respect to all these navigations, lixiiemlit; 
what do you say regarding tho application of public of piililic 
money to them ? — We think that it would be in the mimey. 
first place a waste of publio money to spend more upon 
these that have shoy'vn themselves not to be able to be 
maintained by any traffic that ie upon tliem, but we 
think also that to employ public money to bolster themnp 
would be somewhat unfair to the railways with whom 
they are in competition, and rather a peculiar question 
arises upon that at this moment. There is now sitting 
a Royal Commission on Irish Railways, and one of the 
objects is to see whether the country may be improved 
by bringing about a reduction of rates subject to a 
guarantee from the State ; and if the canals were to be 
subsidised on the one hand by ono Commission and the 
railways on another, yon ■would be having these two 
bodies competing with each other by means of public funds. 

21168. Have you not already that ? Has not your 
evidence tended to show that tliese canals have to a 
large extent been the subjects of the expenditure of 
public money ? — They have, and tlioy have shown that 
they have not been of any great public convenience, and 
we consider therefore that it would be un'wise that any 
more should be spent upon them ; but up to now there 
has been no thought of the railways being assisted by 
the State in giving rate advantages to tho public. 

21169. To stick to the point of the expenditure of 
public money, it seems to liave been the practice in 
Ireland for a long time, and in Scotland to some extent, 
that publio money should be used for waterways, even 
although of course it has been quite recognised that 
these waterways wore in competition with the railway ; 
is it possible now to say no more public money shall be 
expended because the publio money has perhaps not been 
quite wisely expended, or not quite completely expended, 
and there are differences of gauge and multitudes of 
governing bodies and so on, when if only a little more 
public money were expended the system might be made 
into a good one ? — The traffic in Ireland is a limited 
qnantity. 

21170. It has been in the past, but is it not the hops 
of ail ttm railway companies that it will be greatly in- 
creased in the future ? — I do not anticipate, outside the 
manufacturing portion of the country, that you can 
expect to have any material increase. 
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‘>1171. You are not very hopeful about such a de- 
veiopmont on the western side of Ireland, for example, 
as would give a gi-cat increase of traffic ? — I have had 
a good deal to do with the western side of the country, 
and my experience is that you have fluctuations depending 
upon the seasons, sometimes a little more and sometimes 
ft little less, but it is at about the same average level— 
that is, the land does not produce any more. Where 
it is a question of cattle-rearing there is a certain amount 
to be produced, but nothing beyond that ; and I would 
make this remark— that the want of Irish railways is 
paucity of traffic. 

21173. You said something about the Viceregal Com- 
miiioB now sitting in regard to Irish railways; bow 
' are they considering this matter ? — They have only 
just commenced their sittings, bnt one of the subjects 
to which they are to devote their attention is as to whether 
benefit may be given to the country by a reduction 
of rates on the railways with compensation from the State. 

21173. I have examined the reference to that Com- 
mission, and I do not find that in the reference. You 
put in your proof the payment of a subsidy to the railway 
companies for a period, but there is nothing of that 
in the reference to the Commission ?— The Commissioners 
have invited evidence upon that particular point. It 
may not be in the reference, but the Commissioners have 
.specially invited evidence upon that subject. 

21174. What do you say on the suggestion that a 
subsidy might be paid to the railway companies for 
ft period ! Subsidies have been given to the canals, and 
if more subsidy might be given to the canals, what would 
be the eficct ?— You would have these two modes of 
conveyance competing, and being fortified by public 
moneys to compete ivith each other. 

21175. Has not thnt been the state of agairs in nearly 
every country on the Continent ? Are not the canals 
in active competition with, the railways, and are not 
both in the hands of the State in many Continental 
eounti-ies ?— I am not able to apeak wifli any definiteness 
on that subject. 

21176. So long as the competition is kept regulated 
and kept within reasonable limits, is not that for the 
good of the community ? — Not, I think, if it is 
done at a cost that is in excess of any benefit that is 
obtained. I tbiok the great want of the Irish railwaj-s m 
the (^ioultural portion of the counter is want of traffic ; 
they arc quite able to carry everything that is produced, 
and if the quantity is reduced, their ability to provide 
well for the public is reduced in proportion. 

21177. Whilst you raise this point against the use 
of public money, would you have any objection to the use 
of private money for the purpose of developing the 
waterways of Ireland ?— Oh no ; I think it anyone were 
•satisfied to embark their own money upon it nobody 
should stand in the way of it ; that would be a criterion 
as to their havir^ faith in the thing. Many people wull 
ask the expenditure of public money for an object when 
they wUl not apply their own to it. and that is especially 
so in Ireland. 

21178. Is there something more yon would like to say 
on the subject of the losses of the ratepayers and of the 
Lagan Company ?— At present the ratepayers and the 
Lagan Navigation Company have already lost £423,814 
by the Ulster Canal and the Ballinamore, and that ex- 
tending over so many years and having shown that nothing 
tangible could be obtained by working these canals, we 
think it would be an unreasonable thing to embark any 
more money in those concerns ; they have shown they are 
not serving any public good. 
tnlMtof 21179. With respect to the evidence given by Lord 
fif. Ht,n. Erne, is there any remark you wish to make ?— I entirely 


■' Earl of agree ^ith Lord Eme, who stated that in the past private 
enterprise has quite failed to develop or mamtaia the 
•I'x’o '' canals in adequate working order and that no system m 
^ his opinion of private, public or trustee control would be 
efieotive in forming the canals into a solid profitable and 
material asset or maintaining them satisfactorily. 

Ema ought to have some knowledge of this subject, 
because he is resident on Lough Eme, which has been one 
of the centres of this canal system. 

21180. Did you observe that Lord Eme entirely shared 
the view of hia county council os to the importance of a 
complete canal system under Govemmentcontrol.saj-ing: 


“ I think the amount of traffic that would be developed, .l/r. Henrn 
not at once, but after a few years, would be surprising ” ? 

—Well, I think the past ought to be a lesson as to what 

may be expected, and I would like to mention in eonnec- ' 

tion with that, that when the arterial drainage of Lough ynrihe.n 

Eme was undertaken, at the cost of £211,300, nearly one- n"ilira>j of 

half of that was spent in providing inland navigation. It Ireland. ' 

was then expected that if that was done there would be a - — ^ 

great trade between Belfast and Lough Eme. Now it is a 20 . \ou. 19 06. 

very remarkable fact that since those works were completed 

there has not been a single trading boat on Lough Eme, 

although it is about 50 miles in length and has on it the 

town of Enniskillen and goes down to Belleek and so forth, 

but there has not been trade sufficient found to work a 

single trading boat upon it, and the only steamer running 

to-day is a pleasure steamer which my company subsidises. 

21181. It is rather difficult for trading boats to work 
with the Ulster Canal closed above Clones and the Ballina- 
more end Ballyconnell Canal non-existent 1 — Well, they 
would naturally depend on the Ulster Canal for Belfast to 
Lough Eme, and, after spending about £100,000 in pro- 
viding for the navigation of the Lough, surely if there had 
been any real trade to be provided for means would have 
been found of opening the canal into the Lough. It is the 
absence of any trade requiring it, that is the cause of its 
not being done. 

21182. Have you anything to say as to the Strabane Stvabane 
Canal ? — That is a short waterway of 4 miles which con- Canal, 
neets the river Eoyle with the town of Strabane, and it 
formerly belonged to the Duke of Abercorn, whohas given 
it on a lease for thirty-three years from 1891 to some 

merchants in Strabane. who. I understand, are asking that 

money should be spent upon this canal to make it more 
profitable. I say again that is a direct competitor with my 
railway, and we do not object to it as such, but we do not 
think that it is a case in which the public funds ought to 
be employed to enable them to compete more successfully, 

I may say that tbhi canal is really used by about half a 
dozen merchants in Strabane, who I think are quite able 
to do aU that is necessary in the ivay of putting it in pro- 
per order, and they should do so by carrying out their 
obligation and not wanting to save their pockets at the 
expense of the public purse. 

21183. With respect to the Ballin'lerry Biver at Cooks- flridenre of 
town and the scheme put before us by Tlr. John McNally, .¥r. Me- 
have you some remarks to make ? — Yes. Cookstown is 
already served by two railways, that is my own company 
and the Midland Railway. I do not find that anyone in I' 
connection with Cookstown or the manufactures there have 
expressed any dissatisfaction with the service they have 
now, or that they have suggested that a canal should be 
made, but we think that there is amply sufficient accom- 
modation now and there are no grounds for any extension 
of the canal to that place. There is only one small 
village lying between Cookstown and Lough Neagh, and 
that is being pro-vided for by a motor service which is 
running to the place. 

21184. With respect to the evidence of Mr. Clow, EvUieneK of 
Portadown, have yon some observations to make to the .Vr. II . M. 
Commission ?— He is reported to have stated that in order 
to compete with the canal my company carried from Bel- ' 
fast to Monaghan, which would be 52 miles distance, at 
the same rate as from Belfast to Armagh, 35 miles. In 
that Mr. Clow is quite under a misapprehension; weV'-i'-‘’ • 
charge upon coal traffic Is. a too more to Monaghan than to 
Armagh, and on flour and bread stufis we charge 2s. a ton 
more. I tbiTik it was put forward for the purpose of show- 
ing that my company were competing perhaps rather 
unduly with the canal. 

21185. (Lord Farrer.) I gather that your general view M'.mt of 
is that there really is not enough traffic in Ireland to tiatUo. 
warrant further means of communication at the moment 
in 'these rural districts t — That is so. 

21186. A-nd I take it that no private enterprise has been 
willing to put money into ivaterways in Ireland in late 
years ? — None whatever. 

2U87. But, if I am correct, there have heenseveralpeoplo 
•willing to put money into railroad enterprise ? — ^Not very 
much in that respect ; most of the railways that have 
been made lately have been made by a parent company, 
and of course they raise the money from the public by the 
issue of shares, or under these baronial guarantees. 
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21 188. I was thinking of one or two that you probably 
know about — for instance, I think the Kingsoourt, Keady 
and Armagh was a private speculation ? — It was. 

21189. And also Strabane to Derry was not unknown ? 
— The Strabane to Derry was made by the Donegal Rail- 
way, and as to the Kingsoourt line I may say it was a 
private enterprise, but wheu the prospectus went out 
appl^ng for subscriptions for shares the whole contribu- 
tion in response was under £5,000, and my company are 
now finding the whole money for the making of the line, 
every penny of it. 

21190. The point I rather wish to bring out is that 
people have been willing to find money for railroad enter- 
prise, but have not been willing to find money for water 
enterprise ?— That is so to a certain extent. 

21101. I think that Strabane case, if I am right, is 
rather a strong one, because an independent canal did 
exist from Strabane to Deiry, and yet it was not good 
enough for the public to use it ? — That was so ; there was 
a railway between Strabane and Derry and the river and 
canal, and then there was a second railway made. 

21192. I presume your point there is that even if public 
money were given there is not enough traffic for it to live 
upon 1 — That is so. 

' 21193. Then there is a point I did not quite follow 
about the canal competition across Ireland ; I gather that 
it practically does not affect your rates at present ? — No. 

21194. That is, one may say, broadly, that the rates 
are not affected ? — That is so. 

21195. As far as I know, the question of the Govern- 
ment competition which has Iwn mentioned always 
results abroad in a minimum rate being fixed. I presume 
you would have no objection to a canal competing if they 
would fix a minim um rate 1 — But that minimum might 
be such a figure that it might interfere with the railway 
revenue. 


21196. The reason I presume you object to State 
money being further given to these waterways is that 
you do not think there would be a proportionate develop- 
ment of the traffic ? — Nothing like proportionate to the 
outlay ? 

21197. Would you just make clear to me. because I 
was not quite certain about the baronial guarantee, in 
the case of the Cavan and Leitrim Railway : Do I under- 
stand that that just does pay its working expenses ? I 

think they have about £1,000 a year over. 

21198. What is the baronial guarantee ? Does it go 
to certain stock that was raised ? — The baronial guarantee 
has to pay the interest on the whole of the capital raised. 

21199. Capital was raised by means of the baronial 
guarantee ? — That is so, and they have to pay the full 
amount less this £1,000 of profit the company make in 
the year. 

21200. The only other question I wanted to ask you 
was about Belfast and Limerick rates. You say you 

carry half the traffic as far as you can make out ? 

Yes. 

21201. I suppose these rates reallv have been rates 
given in competition with the sea ?— Yes, they are very 
low, of course. 

21202. And therefore the sea is the actual competitor 
in that case ? — That is so. ^ 


21203. And would always be ?— And would always be 
and can cany, no doubt, cheaper than the canal could. 

21204. It is hardly fair to ask you perhaps whethei 
It can carry cheaper than the railway !— They can aac 
they do cmry somewhat cheaper. 

21205. (Lord Breuaey.) I suppose yon have carefull' 
peruied the memorandum that was submitted to th' 
i-ommission by the Belfast Chamber of Commerce ii 
which memorandum it was said that a considerabl 
public advantage would accrue from establishine ai 
j effective waterway between Limerick and Belfast^Yoi 
saw that memorandam ?— I did, and I must say I wa 
rather surprised at it. I have had a very long experienc 
and I cannot see that there is any traffic, nor do I se 
that there is a likelihood of making any traffic of an- 
consequence. 

21206. You do not concur ?— I do not concur, and ^ 
say, the traffic of Mr. Heyn’s boats is a trandent’ on. 


an irregular one, and they trade both into Belfast 
and into Dublin ; of couiso Dublin is nearer limerick 
and they con get a very low rate from Dublin to Limerick 
if they take their American products into Dublin iastead 
of heinging them to Belfast. 

21207. One more question of rather a personal nature. 
Speaking on behalf of those who made the Enniskillen 
and Bundoran line, which you know very well, which was 
made at great loss to themselves, do you think that we 
did more benefit to the public by making that railway 
than if we had spent a similar amount of money in making 
canals 1 — I am quite sure of it. 

21208. (2Ir. Davison.) Is tillage increasing in Ireland? 

— In the west it is not. 

21209. Is there the slightest prospect of any increase 
in tillage in the west ? — I do not think there is. 

21210, Is that owing to the climate ? — Yes. 

21211. [Mr. Swviden.) You are here, I understand, 
representing the Great Northern Railway of Ireland 
Yes. 

21212. Has the Great Northern Railway of Ireland 
any interest in any canal in Ireland ? — None whatever. 

21213. You spoke of aiTangements between canal 
carriers and railway companies ; have you any arrange- 
ment at all with any trader upon the Lagan os to rates !— 

With any trader ? 

21214. Or with the navigation company ? — We have 
no arrangements whatever with the navigation company. 

21215. Or with any trader ?— We have with some of 
the traders certainly ; we carry some of tlie trade— that is, 
we have an arrangement for certain rates, and I suppose 
they are about the same or a little more in some cases 
than the canal charge. 

21216. Is the existence of the Lagan Navigation in any 
way inimical to the interests of your railway ? — Of courae 
if it was not there we should have a larger volume of 
traffic, but I do not find any fault with its being there. 

21217. Are you compelled to any extent to take lower gujet 
rates on account of the existence of the Lagan Navigation ? canal 
— To a slight extent to Portadown. couijetiil.i 

21218. To any other point ?— No, not materially. 

21219. I take it, as yon have already stated, that it is 
your very strong opinion that there is no possibility of 
improvement, mrd that the outlook for any increase of 
traffic would not warrant any expansion of the canal system 
of Ireland ? — Yes. 

21220. li answer to Lord Farrer you said that the Tramit 
transit facilities in Ireland were already in excess of the facilitie. 
amount of traffic ?— That is bo. 

21221. Is that so in the north of Ireland ?— I say even 
in the north ; of courae a large poition of my system is in 
the west, and we should be very glad indeed to getdouble 
or treble the amount of traffic upon it if no oouid. 

21222. But you aee no prospect of it ? — I do not. 

21223. The facilities. I take it, are alreadv in excess 
of the traffic. In that case what was the reason why 
a second rmlway was made in the Strabane district when 

water facilities and a railway already were in existence ? 

This was the reason : The Donegal Railway owned about 
ninety miles of narrow gauge line and they came to 
Strabane which was fifteen miles from the Port of Derry ; 
a large portion of the yield of that countryis cattle, they 
considered it a disadvantage to have to tranship the cattle 
at Strabane, and so they thought it desirable to make a 
napow gauge line to bring them through to the port of 
shipment by the same gauge of railway. 

21224. I understood you to say that this Railway 
Comnussion which is sitting is inquiring into the question 
of developing the country or increasing the trade of the 
country by subsidising the railways so that they may 
take goods at lower rates ?— That is so. 

21226. And I understood you to say also, in answer 
to Lord Farrer, that the present facilities were already 
in excess of the amount of traffic ?— That is so. 

21226. Then how does it oome to pass that there can 
be any hope at all that by subsidising the railway com- 
pamM you are to increase the traffic ? — I do not say it 
would increase the traffic, but it would be a benefit to 
the agricultural producer, that is, if the rates for the 
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Imli agricultural produce were reduced it would be a 
benefit to the producer, but whether it might have the 
effect of stimulating him to greater exertion or not, I do 
not know. Of course you will understand I am referring 
to agricultural produce going into markets in England 
ia competition with foreign imports. 

21227. You strongly objected to the granting of public 
subsidies for the development of the canals, because it 
would result in what you described as unfair competition 
with the railways. Supposing that that proposal were 
carried out of subsidising the railways out of public 
money, would not then the same objection apply to the 
railways ? Cannot, for instance, canals or the road 
traffic fairly tirge the same objection against the tail- 
ways ?— I think they might, and of course it is a question 
as to whether effect will be given to that idea of subsi- 
dising the railways for the purpose of reducing the 
freights. I take it that the underlying object in all that 
is to endeavour to improve the stalv.i of the agriculturist 
in Ireland. 

21228. Has your railway ever received any State 

subsidy ? Tlie portion of the line from Dundalk to 

had originally a loan which was repaid ; 
no other portion that I am aware of received any such 
aid. 

21220. You stated you agreed with Lord Erne with 
regard to one part of his evidence at least. May I ask 
if yon agree with the other part of his evidence in which 
he very strongly urged that the waterways in Ulster 
should be put into thorough working condition at the 
expense of the State and managed by some local author- 
ity ?— I do not agree with him in that respect ; I have no 
doubt it would be a very good thing for some people if 
there was a large amount of publir money spent, but I 
think it would be unwisely spent. There would be no 
real benefit arising from it. 

21230. I did not quite understand who the guarantors 
were for the loan upon the Cavan and Leitrim Light 
Railway ? — The ratepayers in the baronies adjoining the 
line. 

21231. They have to make the guarantee good to the 
extent of £6,000 a year, I understood you to say ?— Yes, 
and, of course, that is perpetual. 

21232. la that in competition with a waterway ? — 
The railway runs alongside this Ballinamore Canal, 
which is derelict and has been so for so long, but of course 
you will understand the Ballinamore Canal is not a 
competitor now, because there has never been a boat 
passed through it with traffic since it was made. 

21233. I understood you to say that the total amount 
of traffic between Belfast and Limerick both by sea 
ml and by rail was about 1,100 tons a year : We had it 
in evidence that one firm in Belfast alone takes nearly 
600 tons ? — That firm sent more than half the whole 
traffic ; except the traffic sent by them, of American 
produce, there is nothing but a very light traffic in some 
drapery and that kbd of thing going between Belfast 
and Limerick. 

21234. I take it that you hold out no hope whatever 
of any development of the canals, particularly in the 
North of Ireland, being remunerative ? — That is so. 

21235. And you think the railways are quite able 
to deal not only with the present traffic but with any 
possible development of traffic ? — Yes. You see the 

country is comparatively small ; it is a very different 
thing where you might have to carry heavy traffic 300 
or 400 miles, and there, no doubt, the question of canals 
would be a material consideration ; hut taking the 
case of my company we have no station that is further 
away than about sixty or seventy miles from a port, 
and therefore there is no value for a canal to come in. 
You are at a port almost immediately in every case. 

21236. Has your company ever considered the question 
of opening up the districts you do not touch iromediately 
by the railway with motor traffic 1 — Yes, we have, and 
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whore they might be employed beneficially if the roads .1/r. //oiry 
were suitable, where I say the amount of the traffic is not Ptcin, 
sufficient for the making of a railway, because it would 
support a service of that kind and would give a regularity 
to it and cheapen the conveyance as compared with 
what it is now. 

21238. {Chairman.) Where is Glenties ? — In the south, 
west of Donegal. It would not pay to make a railway 
there but I can quite imagine that a motor service would 
be a benefit and that would be a sxiitable place for its 
employment. In such cases as this I think motors might 
be used advantageously and would probably be quite suffi- 
cient to meet the requirements of the district. 

21239. {Mr. G'rifiilh.) I only wish to ask you one or two 
questions, in reference to the Ballinamore Canab I do not 
know whether you are perfectly acquainted with Lord 
Monck’s Commission and its report. I understo''d you 
to say that the locks were maintained simply for drainage 
purposes ? — Yes. 

21240. That was not the finding of the Commission ; 
they decided that the masonry of the locks should be 
maintained in good repair so that navigation might be 
resumed at some future time without incurring very serious 
expense if the circumstances of the country required it. 

They did not close- the door to navigation ; that is all I 
wish to correct in your evidence ? — That is so. 

21241. Then I suppose as the result of experience, carry- 
ing the thing a step further, when the railway came to be 
made they said : “ This navigation has been in abeyance 
so long that we may give it up altogether.” Of course it 
was not a navigation in Lord Monck’s time ; it was simply 
a drainage work. The locks had been built and they 
said that they sliould be maintained in the future ? — That 


21242. I wish we could transfer your great experience 
to the problem of what should be done if the canals in the 
North of Ireland were to be made in any way advan- 
tageous, but I suppose that is hardly a fair question to ask 

; — It is a difficult one, because as I say there is such 
an absence of the class of traffic which canals are valuable 
for. If you take the whole of that district, County Leitrim, 

County Monaghan, and County Fermanagh, I do not see 
that they would produce a boat load of traffic for export 
in a week. You see there are no mineral resources ; 
there are no brick works and nothing of the kind pro- 
ducing a traffic suitable for the canal. 

21243. At present ? — No, and I think it is not likely 
to arise. 

21244. My question was more meant to raise the point. 

Is it not the fact that the serious difference in gauge 
between the Ulster Canal and the Lagan has practically 
prevented any possibility of a through traffic 7 Those 
Ulster boats are so small that it would not pay you TUront 
to load them at Belfast and run them through ? — tiuifii.-. 
I hardly think so, because when the Lagan Navigation 
Company took it over they naturally quite knew of 
the circumstances and they commenced as carriers 
themselves. Of course they adapted theii requirements 
to meet the circumstances and they undertook to carry 
from Belfast through to Clones and Monaghan and 
these places at tlirou^ rates as carriers, but they gave 
it up because they found they had not traffic sufficient to 
make it worth while to continue the service. 

21245. If I understand the evidence given rightly, the 
large paying boat of the Lagan Navigation could not be 
carried on to the Ulster, and it meant transhipment, which 
of course would be ruinous to trade like that 
although there might be a narrower boat, if there was 
sufficient traffic and they tmi these boats more frequently 
they must have pwd. 

21246. The narrow boats are bad to trade with !— 

They are like a railway ; if you have a train with a small 
load it is not so well paying as one that is well filled, but 
even taking the narrow boat on the Ulster Canal if there 
had been a sufficiency of traffic to enable them to run fre- 
quently I think it would have paid them. If you only 


the ffifficulty so far has been that we have not found ran th^ once a week you have to kwp men to look after 

” the locks and naturally all the receipts are gone in the 

working expenses. 

21247. It appears to me, rightly or wrongly, that the 


the roads capable of carrying them, 
iigtur traffic. 21237. Supposing that the public 


to undertake, 

upon a fairly extensive scale, the making of the roads 
suitable for motor traffic, would you consider that to be 


chance of navigation on these northern waterways between 


a desirable thing and to hold out a prospect of being Belfast and the Shannon, was practically nullified by the 
remunerative ’—There are no doubt several places extraordinary vagaries of engmeermg, if I may call them 
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Mr. fTf>ir;i so. exhibited in the construction of the 'Ulster canal ? — 
PUirs, ^ No doubt it was a barrier to some extent. 

Mnnntjrr 21248. (Mr. Croasley.) Are Irish railway rates greater 
Great than English ns far m you know ? — No, they are generally 
Smtha-n lower. I mav mention that for the purposeof this Railway 
JlaUu-aynf Commission I hare just completed some Tables making a 
Irdand comparsion between the actual rates charged in Ireland 
20A‘'oi' 1906 everyday articles of commerce and what are 

■ charged in England and on the average we are lower. 
Bates. 21249. Per ton mile ?— Yes. 


21250. [Sir. EilUek.) Did I understand you to say 
that there were only two heats per week on the Ulster 
Canal or thereabouts ! — Very frequently only one and 
sometimes two. 

21251. Do you know what load they carry ? — I could 
not tell you positively, because the only information I have 
is as to what they may liave brought into Clones ; I do 
not know what they may have dropped at Monaghan. 

21262. I think the evidence was about 50 tons ? — I 
have known them come into Clones with not more than 
18 tone or something like that. 

21253. Supposing you have two boats with 60 tons 
that is 100 tons a week ? — Yes. 

21254. That would be 5000 tons a year ? — That would 
be taking it that they were always loaded to their maxi, 
mum ; but that I think has not been the case. 

21255. I am assuming for the moment that the traffic 
of the two boats comes to the maximum. Then you say 
there are no bye. traders ? — No. 

189S Eetum. 21256. I cannot understand how that is, because the 
Return of 1898 gives the total traffic on the Ulster 
canal at 17,000 tons a year ? — I have never heard of such 
a figure having been carried on the Ulster canal. 

21257. That is the Return for the year 1898, the last we 
have, and I think the evidence before the Commission was 
that the amount is practically stationary ?— I have not 
found that in anything I have seen ; I cannot say more 
than thats 


21268. It is the Return made by the Lagan Navigation 
to Her Majesty’s Government in the year 1898 ; at all 
events that is beyond anything you conceive as possible 
at the present time 7 — It is beyond anything that it is 
possible it could have carried. I do not know whether 
the representatives of the Lagan Navigation Company 
gave any evidence before this Commission as to the tonnage 
they have carried over the Ulster Canal. 

21259. I gather from your evidence that you think the 
Ulster Canal could not wisely be improved merely because 
it would provide a means of cheap carriage tor the district, 
tweause your railway does that already ?— Yes. and that 
there is no business suited for a canal of any consequence 
tor them to carry. 

21260. Tour raQway seems to run parallel with the 
canal from Caledon down to Clones ?— Yea, we ran through 
Monaghan, which is the next town practically, and then 
on to Clones. 

20261. You also think that there would he no benefit 
in the improvement of the canal, supposing it to be im- 
proved not merely from local oircumstances but as a link 
in a through route ? — I think not. 

21262. Then we come to the third ground and that is 
the competitive capacity of the canal with the railway : 
as regards that it competes to-day I understand to some 
extent ? — Just so. 


21263. Because there is a certain amount, 
although it may be, of traffic done !— Yes. 


small 


21264. That traffic can only be carried 
which carry 60 tons ? — Yes. 


by boats 


2126a. Therefore, it is quite clear as the traffic can 
only be earned on by boats carrying 50 tons that the 
c^al does not carry at any cheaper or more efficient rate 
than the railway ? — No, otherwise I suppose they would 


21266. (SirFrancia Hopicood). You havegivenns a good 
deal of evidence about canals in the vicinity of the Great 
Northern of Ireland Railway, but I want to ask you a 
few questions on the general subject of cana.1., as dis- 
tinguished from those in your own locali^. I forget 


whether you had any English railway experience ?— Yes 
I was for some years with the London and North Western 
Railway. 

21267. I recollect that now. I assume that this canal 

problem has been present to your mind for many years ? 

Yes, but at that time it was not in such an mtense form as 
it has assumed of late. 


21268. As a railway man would you advise this Com. I'lHor,,- 
mission that there is a future for canal enterprise either in eanal« * 
England or in Ireland ? — In Ireland, no. 

21269. You distinguish the case of England ? Yes I 

think the cases are essentiaUy different ; you have in 
England a close of traffic that is suited to canals which 
is entirely non-existent in Ireland. 

21270. We wdll distinguish Ireland. Do I understand 
that you would bo oppo^d to the making of any new 
canals in Ireland ? — Certainly. 

21271. You would oppose the making of a canal from 
the north, that place whore the coal is being exploited, 
Ballycastle, I think f— Coalisland. 


21272. Would you object to the making of a canal from 

Waterford to open up the Kilkenny coalfield ? I would 

rather not say anything about that, because I do not know 
the local circiunstances ; of course if there is really a 
coalfield to be explored, quite another question arises. |> 

21273. In other words you would not close the door 
absolutely to the maki^ of new canals or the improve- 
ment of old canals if evidence could bo given you that the 
oiicumstances would justify either the making or the 
improving ? — Precisely j so far I have been dealing with 
the matter it is from my general knowledge and what has 
been my experience of the concerns that are there. 

21274. So I gathered ; I only wanted to bring it out 
that you would not take the very drastic line of saying 
that under no circumstances would you admit the possi- 
bility of a new canal or of an improved canal in Ireland ?~ 

Oh, no. 

21275. You think each case must be dealt with on its 
merits ? — It is entirely a question of circumstances. 

21276. I gather from your evidence that even where bxiwiJiti. 
there is a suitable case you would be opposed to the grant 
either of public money, that is State money, or local 
authority money ?— If 1 took the case of tiiere being no 
communication at all and the money could not be ob- 
tained from local sources and it was going to develop a 
colliery, say, I do not say that that might be objected to 
because %ve have in Ireland the ease of these baronies giving 
guarantees to the railways where private enterprise will 
not do it, and that might be done in such a case as yon 
refer to for a canal as well as for n railway. 

21277. That is, given a suitable case based on suffi- 
dent evidence, you think that the established practice 
m Ireland as regards railways might properly be applied 
to canals 1— Yes. ^ r j re 


21278. Then the practice as regards railways has, I 
beheve, been two-fold; there has been the local authority 
contribution by guarantee, and there has been the State 
contribution by way of free grant or loan 7— That is so. 

21279. Have you had any experience either of one 
form of subsidy or the other 7— Yes, we have two 
branches that ai'c subject to guarantees, but not to the 
full amount, that is the guarantee only extends to about 
one-tlurd of the capital, and we and the Midland Rail- 
way have just acquired that Donegal Railway, two 
iiitge sections of which were made under Mr. Balfour’s 
Act — they were a free gift. 

. 1280. How was the problem dealt with in such a 
case as that 7 la the guarantee released ? — In the case 
of llie Donegal there was no guarantee at all ; the State 
found the capital entirely and handed the railway over 
to tlie company, subject to an undertaking as to tbeir 
vrorking it in a certain manner. 


rr T, “'icn casus m ireianu oi wnai 

you would call parent companies, bigger companies 
harag control over or having acquired or working guaran- 
teed or suUidised lines 7-There are several cases of 
the Imd where they work these, I would not call them 
Mbsidised Imes, but really gifts. The Midland Great 
Weston have a case in the line to Clifden, and there is 
this Donegal case, and I think there are some further 
cases m the South of Ireland 
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21282. Am I not right in thinking that these two or 
three lines acting as feeders to the Great Southern and 
Westeni, namely the ones to Valentio, Kenmare and 
Killorglin had a direct subsidy or free grant ? — I do not 
know the circumstances under which they were made. 

21283. The consideration, ns I understand it, for that 
guarantee or for the free grant or for the transference 
of a subsidised line to one of the larger companies is tlie 
fact that private enterprise will not either make or main- 
tain ? — That is so, and it was felt that the line must be 
given over to a company who would be able to work it; 
otherwise it might have lapsed, of course. 

21284. Wliat happens as a matter of procedure ? 
How is it ascertained, by evidence or otherwise, whether 
urivate enterprise will do what is necessary in the ease 
■of a railway or not ? — In several cases contractors have 
obtained Bills and they have found they could not carry 
them out. 

21285. Does the Board of Works hold any local in- 
<[uiry for the purpose of ascertaining whether it is or is 
not o suitable case for a direct grant or for a guarantee 
by the Baronies ? — Yes, in all these cases the Board of 
Works have held inquiries to ascertain the circumstances 
and also to recommend what route should be taken. 

21288. From what you said at the commencement 
of my conversation with you, I gathered that you see 
no objection to tho application of that method of proce- 
dure to canals, assuming always that the evidence on 
local inquiry would justify in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment the expenditure of money thereupon ? — That is so 

21287. Just one word with regard to rates. It has been 
given in evidence over and over agwn before us that 
the presence of a canal, even in an imperfect condition 
does operate as a check upon railway rates, You were 
asked a similar question before, hut 1 did not catch your 
answer : do you concur in that view ? — So far as my 

experience goes, having regard to these cases that I have 
been mentioning, the effect has not been great ; no 
doubt in tlie ease of the Lagan Navigation the presence 
of the canal there has effected the rates to some extent 
to Portado'vn, but not to a^iy very great extent. The 
fact is, I suppose, they were not prepared to go in for 
a very large rcd>ictiou of rates. They were desirous, 
no doubt, of earning a dividend if they could. 

21288. Of course I am speaking of cases where there 
is no agreement ? — IVe have no agreement with them, 
none whatever, we have no agreement with any canal 
as to rates. 

21289. I was dealing purely with the case of free com- 
petition ; do you assent to the proposition that where 
there is free competition the existence of a canal operates 
as a check on die railway rate ? — I would say it may 
do to a slight extent. 

20290. The railway companies have great difficulties 
in these days in raising their actual rates ? — It is prac- 
tically impossible for them to do so. 

21291. Because they have to get leave from the Railway 
and Canal Commissioners ? — Pi-ecisely ; they must give 
notice and all that sort of thing. 

21292. Would you be prepared to say that railway 
companies would give an undertaking not to raise rates 
as against a canal company if the canal company ceased 
to he a competitor ? — I do not think there would be 
any objection to that. I may say wheu we took over this 
Donegal Railway the people in Derry seemed very much 
alarmed about the idea that we might increase the rates, 
and we gave an undertaking that we would maintain the 
rates as they were on the day the Act was passed. 

21293. That the present actuals should stand whatever 
nught happen to the waterway ? — Yes. 

21294. {Lord Farrer.) With regard to the question of 
rates between Strabane and Derry, I do not think the 
canal has had any effect on the rates t — No ; I may say 
some time ago when the canal was in the hands of the 
agent of the Duke of Abercom, he made an arrangement 
with us as to what the rates should be, and those have 
practically continued 

21296. {Mr. Croesfey.) As a matter of fact that canal 
is only able to take haif a load ?— If that is so it is owing 
to the lessees not discharging their obligation under the 


21296. {Chairman.) With respect to your answer .V». Bettnj 
just now to Sir Francis Hopwood, you said 3'ou had FIcirs, 
no arrangement with the Lagan Navigation : the Lagan 
Navigation are not themselves carriers, although the ' 

Chairman of the Lagan Navigation is Chairman of a Xorthern 
company which carries considerably on that canal ?— Bailimi/ oj 
I believe so. Irelctil. 

21297. Have you any arrangement or understanding \v,Tl90ij 
about rates with that carrying company ? — No, none ” ‘ 
whatever. 

21298. I suppose generally when a canal does not 
carry itself the persons who carry on the canal do not 
come to an arrangement with the railway companies 1 — 

No, because they usually own their own boats 

21299. And they compete with each other as well as 
with the railH ay company ? — Yes 

21300. With respect to the traffic upon the Ulster 
Canal, Hr. Killick asked you upon the Return for 1898, 1898 Fittini. 
and I see that in Mr. Rea’s evidence (1.5416) the traffic 
which was loaded but not discharged on the canal, that is 
the outward traffic, had increased from 1,712 to 2,833 ton?, p gf 
and the inward traffic discharged but not loaded on w! It. 

the canal had increased from 15,468 tons in 1898 to 
16,133 tons, making the total traffic 18,406 tons as >}. J54IC. 
compared with 17,180, so that there is a very considerable 
inward traffic kept up year after year on the tilstei 
Canal from Belfast ? — Well, I am very much surprised 
at the figures. 

21301. {Mr. Killich) Those figures are for the year 
1900. At Question 15662 I put this question to him : 

“You put the railway competition so very high that 
I was prepared to hear there was no traffic, at all now, 
but I observe that the traffic in 1898 was a round figure 
of 17,000 tons, and after this severe competition the 
traffic in 1905, which I suppose is the period covered by 
the recent Return, appears to be about 15,000 tons,” 
and he says ; “ Yes,” and that seems to be the figure 
mentioned in the recent Return also. 

21302. {Chairman.) The first figures I gave represented 
the highest figure which the Lc.gan Navigation reached 'hiJ. 
in the year ending 31st March, 1900, on tho Ulster Canal 'A 19i2i. 

The actual figures in their Return at present are, through 
traffic loaded but not discharged on the canal, ^9 tons, 
through traffic discharged but not loaded on the canal 
14,006 tons, besides which there were 50 tons of purely 
local traffic. In answer to 15418 he attributed the , 
falling off after 1900 to the fact that: “The railway 
company then began to feel that we were interfering with 
their traffic, and as we reduced our rates they reduced 
theirs, and now the tendency is to a falling off rather 
than to any further increase : ” what have you to s' y 
about that ? — I do not reme-ni,ber anything about any 
distui'bancc of rates at that time particularly. 

21303. There is only erne other point I wanted to put 
to you. I understand from you that the Donegal Light 
Railways which you took over were the subject of a free 
grant under Mr. Balfour’s Light Railway Act ? — :Yes, 
two sections of it. 

21304. What did you get them for — any consideration ? 

— tYe took the whole of the railway over subject to tho 
guarantee of interest, to a cen ain extent, to the Donegal 
shareholders. 

21305. A guarantee from whom? — From the two 
compiiniea. 

21308. Your company and Ailiich other company ? — 

The Donegal Company only, hut the Donegal Company 
were the owners of these two r^lwaya built under the 
free grant. 

21307. But you had no payment to make ?— No. 

There waa a small difference with the Treasury : the 
Treasury had an interest in one of the lines and were 
getting a small sum per annum as a profit out of it, and 
we redeemed that by a payment. 

21308. On the whole, I gatliet from your answers to Exppr.liuire 
Sir Francis Hopwood that yon do not object to the ef PuLiic 
policy which the Government has puraiied for some years 
of using the public credit or public money for the deiclop- 
meat of light raUways in Ireland ? — No. 

The Witness withdrew. 


330—11. 
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MIXL’TES OF EVIDENCE : 


III. W 1IJJA31 I’CRCELL O’Neill, recalled : and further Exaiaiiictl. 


Mr. ir. P. 

O’Xeill, 
M.Tn«I.C.E., 
I'oijal Cnna/. 


Condition of 
Royal Ciinfil. 


(Ct^rlani 0/ the SUiUmeitlf haiuh'l hi hi/ IVituesn arc 
2»-inted as A/ijJtmUj: So. 1€.) 

21309. {Chairman.) You ha%-e attenaed to give further 
evidence in reply to some of the evidence which was 
given to this Coramissiou in Ireland with respect to the 
Royal Canal ? — Yes. 

21310. First, you wish to deal with the point about 
the steam dredger ? — Yes, as affecting the work being 
carried out upon the canal. There was a remark made 
in Qtiestiou 13915 stating that the stoam diedge-r was 
lying up, or resting, 1 think they said, for some consider- 
able time. The steam dredger has been continuously 
working since the year 1396 with the eseeptioii of a few 
days for tlie ordinary repairs and maintenance. 

21311. Also with regard to the answer to Question 
13919 ? — That was practically to the same effect, 

21312. Where is the dredger working now? — Down 
in the neighbourhood of Lot^ord. According to the 
wishes of the Board of Control, which we Lave to satisfy 
with regard to the maintenance of the canal, the dredger 
has been working continuously from Dulilin down west 
and she now is kept do^vn west at the wish of the Board 
of Control. 

21313. There was some evidence given with re.spect 
to the Longford end of the canfd in Question 13926: 
“The condition ot the canal at the Longford end is 
lamentable.” Have you anything to sav about that ? — 
I cannot agree with that. At one time tliere was a peat 
and brick industry carried on in Longford and Mr. Fee, 
who was the proprietor and a very' energetic man, used 
to send peat and peat moss litter and bricks to Dublin 
from his brickyard. Mr. Fee died and the concern 
seemed to fade away after that, but I certainly say it was 
not actually owing to the management of the canal or 
the condition of the canal. The company went to con- 
siderable e.’tpense in putting in a special wharf for Mr. Fee 
at Dublin. 

21314. What do you say as to answer 13927 on tbo 
subject of warehouses ?~When Genera! Hutchinson and 
Major Marindin made their Reports the company at 
once took steps to put all the stores along the canal in 
oMw, and with the exception of the store on the east side 
of Spencer Dock none of these stores have been used. 

21315. Mr. Nooney put it in rather a graphic way when 
he spoke of the roofs being off, because he said they were 
domg the open air treatment ?— Yes, but that is not 
quite correct : that is rather a joke on 5Ir. Noonev's 
part I should imagine. 

21316. You desire to deal with the requirements in 
General Hutchrason’s Report of 1S94 ?— Yes ; repeatine 
agam. the steam dredger lias been working ow the 
- ent^ ca^l, and where there were shoals complained 
of. these shoals have been removed and now boats are able 
to We the entire length of the canal drawing 4 feet 6 in. 
which is^e maaamnm limit of draught allowed on the 
canal. There were a lot of complaints about the weeding 
of the canal, and that is one of the greatest diflSeulties we 
have, smd we use every exertion we possibly con to 
reduce the Inconvenience caused by weeds. The canal 
m regularly weeded over the entire length t«-ice a rear 
and in some places where the weeds are worst they are gone 
over a tlmd time. With respect to the harbours ^nnd 
Hutchinson, they 

have all been elean^ out with the exception of Maynooth 
Harbour, and at Maynooth the only traffic on th^anal 

J ^ Maynooth College, and 

Th^ that. 

w ‘^^“,^'itirelr gone over from beginning 
10 end and a very large number of new gates.^ty® 
^ur pairs of new gates, have been put in sinef his Report 
The tow pat^ ^ve also been attended to. There^ are 
^me parts of the towpaths, odd pieces hero and tUe 
that are rough, but they are receiving attention. 

'■ w “i,*' ^hat do you do to 

them f We had some evidence that merely the^ tons were 

That IS the best means of dealing with the weeds W« 
Imve tn^ many ways and the best means of dealing with 
the wee^ is with ordinary scythes fastened “ieTw 


21318. As regards the storage accommodation at the 
Spencer Dock, what have you to say ? — At the time 
General Hutchinson made his inspection he asked that 
we should put several stores at the disposal of the canal 
traders and one store was laid off on the oast side of tlui 
dock and another large store was laid olf on the west side 
of tbe dock. The store on the east side of the dock 
is used to a limited extent but the store on the west 
side of the dock has not been used at all. 


21319. Your goods mam^or is going to gii-o u 
widence upon tliat ? — He will. 


further 


21320. With regard to Major Hariridin's Report of n 
1895, have his requirements been carried out T— Thev 
have ^ i,>V. 


V gates where they wore required 5 

21323. Is there not the same loss ot water through 
the gates that there was 1 — No, nothing like it. ® 
21324. Have the tow-paUis all been generally repaired ’ 
—They have, but especially the tow-paths about Dublin • 
we iiuilt a brick and concrete kerbing for over two and a 
half miles at Dublin where they were considered (u be in 
very bud order. 


21326. The rocoramendations of General Hutchinson 
about stores had been carried out before Major Jlorindin’s 
Report ? — They had. 

21327. With respect to the River Liffey lock what have 
you to say ?— We put in there a now sill that hod been 
rlamaged from time to time, and that ha-s effectually 
stopped any leakage that was talcing place. 

21328. As to the verges of the canal what statement do 
you make ?— They have been generally cleaned up. 

21329. Some questions were asked of Mr. Nugent, the - 
chairman of your company, as regards Uie finance of thdSonY- 
company, and the question wliethor the Royal Canal has Xvqt-l. 
been a loss to the company or not. Would you clear up the 
fipires to which he referred in Question 14789 and 
following questions ? — Tlie receipts from the Royal Canal 
as given in the Blue-book, to which your Lordship referred, 
for 1898, showing a profit of £418 included the receipts^!®"'"'’' 
from Spencer Dock, whereas in the Returns, from which my 
chairman gave evidence, the receipts fi-om tlie Spencer 
Dock ivere not included as in that Return. Spencer Dock 
JAUs^ not treated as a part of tho Royal Canal, the dock 
having been made at the expense of the railway company. 

21330. The dock existed before the 1898 Rotmu ' 

les but we included in the 1898 Return the Spencer 
Dock receipts os though they were canal receipts. 

21331. Would it not be desirable then in giving us a 
Return now to give us a separate Return for the Spencer 
Dock ?— It would, and I can do that. 

_ 21332. I have your Return before me, and I am afraid 
It will not compare with the Return in 1898 imless we 
also have facts and figures wth regard to the Spencer 
Dock ?— I can give you those figures now. 

21333. It would be necessary to make an additional 
D ■- °“«''enieneo tliat we made the one 

Return m 1898 meluding the Spencer Dock with the 
Royal Canal. 

21334. That would be another ivay of doing it, and 
then It would correspond with tho Return of 1808 ?— Yes. 

213p. Do you think it would bo better to withdraw 
this Return and to make a joint Retium for both ?— I 
should say so, although they are not the same imder- 
takmgs : the railway company have spent £71,061 7s. 8d- 
out of the railway funds in providmg this Spencer Dock. 

21330. If they are not the same undertakings it may be 
Returns ; if you look for instanct 
e 898 Return at the Returns made by the River 
Ugan Navigation, they are given under different heads, 

for River I^an Itself, for the Ulster Canal and for 

the Coahsland CaMi, and if you would pursue that plan 
and give us lie Returns for each separately we could 
put them together ?— I can have that made out and given 
to tho Seoretarj' to-morrow. 
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21337. Are there soiue figures you wish to give, or 
have you given them ? — To explain away that £41S 
which was supposed to be profit, it really turns into 
a deficit of £54o if I take out the reoeipte from the Spencer 
Dock. 

21338. Taking the Return for 1905, if you mn.de that 
out on the same lines as the 1898 Return, what profit 
would it show 1 — Itwould show a profit of £1,000 16s. 5tl. 
from Canal and Spencer Dock. 

21339. That shows that there has been a considerable 
profit on the working of the Spencer Dock ? — Yes, that 
would give a profit of £2,380 10s. fid. fiom Spencer Dock 
and a less on Csinal of £I,3l9 Ids. Id. 

21340. You have handed in a map showing the unused 
portion of the Broadstoue Branch of the Royal Canal ? — 
Yes. 

21341. I want to osk you one or two questions with 
respect to that Broadstone Branch. I have before me 
your Act of 1877, and I see that there was an enactment 
in Sub-clause 3 of Clause 10 empowering you to fill >ip 
the canal hai'hour at Broadstone on certain conditions. 
There has been a filling-up, I think ?— Oh, yes, there has ; 
the harbour at Broadstone has been filled up, and that 
work has all been carried out 


21342. All the work authorised by this Act ? — Yes. 

21343. I wa.s not aware of that : where was the canal 
harbour ? — Right in front of station, in fact, you coulil 
not approach the station without passing over the canal 

21344. Was the turning place, the construction rtf 
which was one of the conditions in this enactment, made '! 
—Yes. 

21345. And the wharfage accommodation ? — Yes. 

21340. That has been completely carried out 7 — That 
has been completely carried out. 

21347. And what is now before the Commission is 
an additional proposal to close the greater part of tho 
branch itself f — The gi'cater part of the branch itself — 
37 chains of that branch. There has been no trafiic ou 
it for year-s. 

21348. (jSiy Trnneis Hopivood.) I understand the effect 
of your evidence to be this, that you dissent from what 
has been told ua with regard to the bad condition of this 
canal ? — I certainly do. 

21349. And you would welcome another inspection, 
if it was asked for by any responsible person 7 — Yes, I 
should not fear it. 


~ port ‘3rd 
•iijsst, ;594, 


21350. -At tho same time. I assume that there is this 
general criticism to be made with regard to the canal, 
namely, as put by Sir Francis Marindin : " It having 
been allowed to deteriorate for many years the canal is 
now in such a state that a considerable expenditure would 
have to be incurred to restore it to what it should bo ” 7 
— That expenditure has been carried out. 

21351. Y'ou put it as high as that 7 — Yes. I mean 
that the expenditure has been carried out and still con- 
tinues, because in my evidence I mentioned that we have 
not got all the way to Longford yet. It is going on. 


21352. I only wanted to draw a distinction between 
the rebuttal on your part of specific complaints and tho 
afiirmation on your part that the canal had been put into 
good repair in order to satisfy Sir Francis Marindin's 
Report. 


21353. (.Ifr. E-illick.) What do you do with the weeds 
when you cut them ? — Tliey are drawn out on to the sides 
of the canal and tlirowTV aside, in some places carted away. 


21354. At what time of the year do you cut them 7 — 
We start about May and go on from May to July. 

21355. (.Ur. CrosjUey.) Did you say that some of tho 
stores at the Spencer Dock were now at the service of the 
canal men 7 — Yes, there is a store on the east aide which 
is used to a limited extent, and there is a store on the west 
side that has not been used ever since we put it in order 
and specially set it aside to satisfy Major Marindin’s 
recommendation. 


21356. Do you consider then that the complaint has 
been removed 7 — I do. 

21357. Have you really cleared oat all the very shallow 
places ? — Yery nearly all. 

21368. Do you tell us that a boat of full draught can go 
through now 7 — Yea. 


21359. (.Ur. Griffith.) Would you mind telling Uio .Ifr. IV. P. 
Commission what kind of steam dredgers it is you employ O'XeiU, 
on the canal 7 — It is a steam dredger sim ilar to what is -U./iisf.C.A’., 
used on tho J..eeds and Liverpool Canal. Hoyal Cunul. 

213M. It is a grab dredger and not a bucket dredger 7— OQ jgyfj_ 

21361. Mr. Stevenson drew attention to the difficulty, 
that the Board of Works engineers find in asserting that 
the level of the canal is maintained. I do not know 
whether you remember his evidence, but he says, “ Wo 
have constant reports of our engineers as to water being Eaidyur-- of 
allowed to run o3 and being a foot below navigation level, 
whether from carelessness of lock-keepers or from want of 
instructions we cannot toll ; it is quite impossible without ti. i^sis 
a constant perambulation of the canal to keep a thing like 
that under control, and in our opinion that is one of the 
most important things that the railway company have to 
deal with in order to show that they are giving fair play to 
the canal If our engineer goes down there and finds 5 
feet 6 inches one day, we have no guarantoe that it will 
not be down to 4 feet or 4 feet 6 inches the next day ” j 
have you anything to say to that 7 — -All I have got to say 
is, that we instruct our lock-keepers to keep up the level 
of tho water to the proper height, that is within 1 inch of 
going over the top of the gates, and as far as I can make 
out they do it very fah-ly. Of course I am prepared to 
admit that they may eiT on some occasions, but I would 
not say os a general rule. We have very little difficulty 
as regards water supply ; we have a very fine water supply, 
and there is no reason for luiy difficulty except through 
gross carelessness, and I do not believe there is such. 

Xlieie may be occasions when it is done. 

21362. (-Ur. Ktllkk.) Have you a Return every day 
of the depth of water in each pool ? — We do gut 
a Return every day of dippings in tho sills taken at 
nine o’clock in the morning. 

2136S. (jVr. Griffith.) Those dippings are made by 
tho man responsible for the depth of the water 7 — Yes, 
the lock-keeper. 

21364. And he is not hkrfy to report that there is 
any deficiency 7 — No j however, we do tho best we can 
to see that the level is maintained. 


21365. (dir. Dai'isun.) Is the turning place on the 
Broadstone Branch, referred to in your Act the circular 
pond at the existing end of tho branch ? — Yes. 

21366. (Chairman.) I omitted to ask you about one 
or two points 1 have made notes of. There was a com- 
plaint about the impossibility of passing through the 
railway drawbridge at Newcomen Lock except from 
sunrise to sunset 7 — There is a regulation a-s regards 
boats passing through Newcomen railway drawbridge 
that no boat can pass through an hour after sunset or an 
hour before sunrise. That bye-law is not rigidly adhered 
to. 

21367. What is the reason for it ? — On account of the ErUlenet of 
railway traffic, and according to the bye-laws that no Mr. Mi,les 
boats arc allowed to trade on the canal at night-time, Kucanagh. 
but we do not enforce that. V. I'oIS. 

21368. I see two or three references in the same question, 

No. 17515. and in 13929 to a considerable revenue from 
the sale of water ; what is that ? — I can give you the 
figures. 

21369. I do not see any revenue in your Return from Evidence of 
the sale of water ; I see something about rents ? — Rents T. .Vooiiey. 
and water combined for 1898 come to £2,271 Is. 1 Id. 

21370. -All I see in your Return is £2,304 from tolls and ' * 

£2,457 from rents 7 — I have got the accurate figures 
here ; they have been very closely gone into, and perhaps 
they vary a little bit from that, but in 1898 . 

21371. But this is 1005 ? — In 1905 it is £2,436 18s. 

21372. That is from rents and sale of water together 7 

21373. Y'ou have included the sale of water in your 
figure for rents 7 — I have. 

21374. What do you say to tho complaint of your 
practice of selling water when you ate short of water 7 — 

Tho sale of water is entirely at the Dublin end of the 
canal, where it becomes redundant, you may say ; wo 
do not sell practically any water outside the sixth or 
seventh level about two miles from Dublin. 

21375. [Mr. CrossUy.) What is the price of water in 
Dublin 7 — I cannot tell you that. 

The ll'iVnesfi loithdrew, , 

-3C2 
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MINCTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Ml-. RoBHitT Moreuson, called; and Examiaed. 


Ml' Siiheri ^1370. (OVifii'nn/iw.) You are Hoods Manager of tko 
Morrison ^Hdland Great Western Railway of Ireland ? — I am. 
lioyul Canal. 21377. In addition to the evidence in regard to the 

■“ ^ Royal Canal, which has already been given, do you 

-iiiSov. liiOli. Tpish to make some statements in respect of certain 
Evklen'-c evidence given by various \ritnesses ? — I do. First 

Qf 3/^ ' 'vith regard to the evidence given by Mr. Bingham, 

Binglu'm. ®>^d also with regard to the evidence given by Mr. Nooney 
Qq. 13AS5 et as to the rate for the carriage of coal by canal between 
SS2-, Dublin and Mullingar, 1 wish to state on behalf of the 

"/ railway company that it is not the practice of my company 
JS^oTct reduce the rates on the railway as against the canal, 
jjg * ‘ although we have often been pressed to do so. With 
Complaints, regard to the coal rate to MulUngar, the following reduced 
rates were put into operation by railway in addition 
to the ordinary 6-ton rate of 4s. 3d. per ton from Dublin. 
We arranged a rate for coal in 60-ton lots to be forwarded 
within eight days at 4s. per ton. We also arranged a 
rate for coal in 100-ton lots to be forwarded witliin ten 
days at 3s. lOd. per ton, and for coal in 200-ton lots 
to be forwarded xritliin a month at 3a. 6d. per ton. 
Riites. The 50-ton rate I may say is a redaction of 6 per 

cent, on the wagon rate, the I(X)-ton rate is a reduc- 
tion of 10 per cent., and the 200-ton rate is a reduction 
of 17 per cent, on the rate charged for a wagon load 
of sis tons. At the same time with regard to the toll for 
coal on the canal between Dublin and Mullingar we made 
a proportionate reduction ; we reduced from Is. 8d. 
to Is. 7d. per ton for 50-ton lots to be forwarded within 
eight days ; for 100-ton lots we made it Is. 6d. per ton 
to be forwarded within ten daj^. and for 200-ton lota we 
reduced the toll to Is. 3d. That is 6 per cent, of reduction 
on the 50 ton lots, 10 per cent, of a reduction on the 
100-ton lots, and it works out to about 15 per cent, of a 
reduction on the 200-ton lots. That compares pretty 
closely with the reduction which we made for the carriage 
nf coal by rail from Dublin to Mullingar. 

21378. Were the boat owners not satisSed with those 
reductions in the tolls ?— The boat owners were not 
satisfied with these reductions, and they considered we 
ought to have given a greater proportionate reduction 
than on the railway rates. They made application 
to the Department of Agriculture and there was a con- 
siderable correspondence on the subject, and our manager 
had an interview with the secretary of the Department 
of Agriculture. The result was that the company 
considered that in making the same relative reduction in 
the tolls as they made in the railway rates we were doing 
all that could reasonably be asked. We made I may 
say a further concession to the boat owners by ledueing 
the 200-ton lots by the canal to be sent within a month to 
160-tons ; that would be four boat loads of say forty 
tons, and with regard to the 100-toa lots we reduced that 
down to 80 tons, and the 50-ton lots we made 40. which 
is about a boat load, this we considered would be 
suitable for the boat-owncM. 


ihill, 

Q. 13010 




21379. Did Mr. Bingham at Question 13499 make a 
statement on this subject 5— Yes, he did, that the tol of 
Is 5d. for coal to Mullingar was never put in operation. 
That toll was put in operation on the 1st Mav, 1903 ; the 
Is. 7d. was put in operation on the 1st May, 1903 ; the 
Is. Cd. on the same date, and the Is. 5d. on the same date, 
that is for the 50-ton lots, 100 ton lots and 200-ton lots." 

21380. He also referred in the same question to the 
rate for coal to a station on the Meath line ’—That was 
so ; Kingseourt, a distance of fifty-three miles, about the 
same as Mullingar, and the rate there is 3s. per ton. 
That is coal that goes down to a brick and terra-cotta 
manufacturer, and we get a very considerable quantity 
of bricks back from Kingseourt in the year. That is the 
only manufactory really in the district. 

21381. Mr. Nooney at No. 13910 gave evidence that 
he thought iluUingar better served by canal than hv 
raUway, and he stated that the harbour is very con 
veniently situated ?— So is the railway. I have some 
distances here. From the station to the canal harbour 
where boats discharge it is one mile, and from the station 
to the canal at the nearest point is 140 yards. 

21382. I do not think we need pursue that. He also 
made the statement at Question 13925 about the toll of 
la. od. net ton for 200-ton lots?— The toll of Is. 6d. has 
been in eper ti n since 1st May, 1903, and I consider that 


in reducing down to l.s. .“id. wo were meeting tlw boat owners 
reasonably and fairly. I may soy that the 200-ton lots 
were originally 300 tons by rail, and on the application 
of some of the traders we reduced i t down to 200 tons, as w& 
thought that would suit the traders better than the 3fK) 
tons. 

21383. Did you not reduce the minimum to 160 tons ? 

— Yes. by canal, but I am speaking of the railway, the 
200 tens was originally 300 tons by railway. 

213S4 And you reduced themicimum to 160 tons within 
a month by canal ?— Yes, about four boat loads. 

21385. And you allowed the same owners to use two 
boats to convey the consignments ? — Yea. 

21386. Mr. McKenna, Maynooth, complained at Ques- 
tion 13335 that tliere ivere no such things as sheds 
Jlaynooth or other small to^vns on the canal ? — In reply ^ p''- 
to cliat I beg to say that, the company being only toll ^ ry- 
takers and nob carriers, wo do not provide sheds. '' 

21387. Is that quite a sufficient answer ? Is it not 
usual on oanals to provide accommodation, even although 
the canal does not carry ? — If we provided sheds and stores 
on tlie canal at such places as Maynooth we would have 
to make soma traffic arrangements ; we would have to 
liave men there to look after the goods being put into 
the sheds and being delivered from the sheds, and to 
keep a record, and we do not profess to do that. Wo only 
charge the toll. I may say that where sheds ore pro- 
vided, such os at Spencer Dock, they are scarcely ever 
used. 

2I3S8. {Sir John Brunner.) You have full power to 
build stores and to charge for them 1 — Yes, and to charge 
storage. 

21389. (CTiaiVinan.) At Question 13342 did Jlr. Me- ibid. 
Kenna complain that there was not sufficient loading lOSH 
accommodation in Dublin, and say that only two boats 
can be loaded at a time in Spencer Dock ? — He did. 

With regard to that I beg to say there is 414 feet of 
wharfage accommodation on the east side of the Lower 
Spencer Dock for the accommodation of canal boats 
engaged in the general goods trade. This space accom- 
modates five boats, and that has been found amply 
sufficient for the n-eeds of the boats plying on the canal, 
but if necessaiy two further boats can be accommodated 
in the Upper Dock on the east side, but, as stated, the 
Lower Dock accommodation seems to be amply sufficient. 

I may say I was three years in chargeof North Wall, from 
1891 to 1894, and I know thoroughly the requirements 
of the Spencer Dock and the canal traffic, and I have 
never seen more than three boats a day loading, although 
we have accommodation for five. 

21390. I see one statement he made was that 60 feet 
of the 400 feet of wharfage, which I think you give to 
the boat owners at Spencer Dock, is occupied by the 
railway company’s empties at ono end, and 1 think he 
made a similar statement about the other end of the 
400 feet ? — Yes, he stated that empties Averc unloaded 
out of wagons on to this wharfage. That is not the 
case. The empties coming from Dublin traders going , 
to the country are put on this bank, bub when the space 
is required for the canal boats or for the canal traffic 
the railway traffic gives way and we provide other space. 

As matter of fact, the space occupied by thc-sc empties 
would not lie more than 30 feet 

21391. What do you say with regard to the statement 
that part of the space is occupied by large empty orates 
belonging to the railway company ? — The statement is 
that empties are unloaded out of the wagons on to this 
particular part of the bank, but that is not so. There are 
no empties unloaded there ; there are empties which 
come in from Dublin traders going down to the country 
pub theie to a limited extent, but when this space is 
required for canal traffic we dc.al Aiith the empties in 
another place. 

21392. He also states at cumber 13346 that the stores 
at Spencer Docks are nearly all let to the coal merohanti) 1 
— I think he refers to the w’harves, not to the stores ; 
none of the stores are let to the coal merchants. 

21393. The wharves are ’—The wharves are on the 
west side. 6- 
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\m‘% 21394- 5Ir. Nooney made a serious complaint at 

’ jOSy- number 13928 about there being no cranes for loading or 
unloading ; that is not at the Spencer Dock but on the 

j As to that, as I stated before, the company are 

only toll takers and not carriers, and we do not provide 
this accommodation. 

'21395. Is it not usual on canals to provide cranes ? — 

I cannot say anything except as to the Royal Canal; 
it is not usual on the Royal Canal, and we do not profess 
to do it and never have provided them. We say we 
only collect the toU. 

21396. Is that nil the answer the company can make ? 
—That is all that I can say. 

21397- At Question 1-4763 the Commission desired to 
' i.'. A. be informed as to the cost of coal on Irish railways as 

compared with various railways in England and Scotland, 
j think you have been good enough to obtain from several 
..Eoirniil. English, Scotch and Welsh companies the prices they 
are at present paying for locomotive coal and to compare 
them with those which your company pays in Ireland t — 
We have. 

21398. Would you put in the Table you liave prepared 
and just give tlie principal points in it in evidence to the 
Commission ? — The Midland Great Western Company 
for Welsh coal pay 16s. 9d. per ton delivered in our 
dir 'wagons in Dublin. Tlio Midland Company of England 
Best Barnsley and Be«t Derby at the colliery 
pa-y Ss. 6d. per ton, while for Notts Hard they pay 8s. 

' per ton. The North Eastern Company for Northumber- 
land coal pay 9s. 6d. at the colliery ; for Durham coal 
9s. 7Id. ; and for Yorkshire coal 8s. 5d. 

21899. Those are all at the colliery ? — Ye-a. The 
London and South Western pay for Welsh coal delivered 
at the junction with the company’s railway at Salisbury 
16s. lOd. per ton. They also pay 16s. at Fremington, and 
for Derby and Notts coal they pay 13s. 7d. at Kew, the 
point of junction. The Cambrian Company for Welsh 
coal delivered at the junction "witli the company’s railwa5' 
pay 9s- lOJd. per ton. The Taff Vale for Welsh coal pay 
11s. and 11s. 6d. per ton at the colliery ; the Caledonian for 
Scotch coal pay 6s. lOd. to 8s. per ton at the colliery. The 
Glasgow and South Western for Scotch coal pay 7s. l|d. 
at the colliery ; and the Highland for Scotch coal pay 
10s. 6d. at the junction with their railway. As Ihavesaid, 
our price for Welsh coal is 16s. 9d. per ton delivered in 
Dublin into our wagons. 

21400. {Mr. Davison.) Have you got any of the 
southern railway eomnanies of England ? — Some of the 
companies we could not get any information from, as 
they were not willing to give it ; we wrote to a number 
of them and where we have got it we have submitted the 
information. 

21401. {Chairman.) But you have the London and. 
South Western ? — Yes. 

21402. {Mr. Ddi'ieon.) That is 16s. lOd. against your 
16s. 9d. 16s. lOd. at Salisbury, 13s. 7d. at Kew and 16s. 

at Fremington. 

21403. {Sir John Brunner.) I think we may take it 
that the South Wales coal is better value ? — Our Loco- 
motive Department report that they get better value out 
of the Welsh coal. 

21404. So that when you compare the price of Welsh 
coal vith the price of Scotch coal we must not take it that 
that is the real difference in value ?— Oh no. 

2140.5. {Mr. Croseley.) Do you agree with Mr. Plews in 
saying that the rates in Ireland are less than those in 
England ? — I am afraid I am not prepared to answer that 
point, I merely came to give rebutting evidence with 
regard to the Canal evidence given in Dublin. 

21406. Have you never gone into the rates on your 
own line ? — Yes, but I have not compared them with the 
English rates. It is considered that we are lower in 
Ireland than in England, and that information is being 
p epared for the Irish Commission at present sitting in 
Dublin. 

21407. We had evidence rather on the other side when 
we were in Irelimd ; are you quite sure about what you 
have just said ? — Well, I am not prepared to answer that 
question. 

21408. Is it not the fact that Ireland has the highest 
rates bn •wn ^crrail ray carriage ? — We say no. 


21409. Have you gone into the question ? — I have not. Mr. Itohcrt 
Of course the traffic in Ireland is very diSerent from the Movnuou, 
traffic in England. In England there is a very large 
quantity of coal and other mineral traffic that we have Yor 1900 

not got in Ireland. ” " 

21410. How can you expect to get traffic over the Royal 
Canal unless you provide facilities for loading and un- 
loading ? How in the name of common sense could they Facilities for 
take anydecent load on a canal boat if you do not find them 
cranes 1 — They are able to carry 49 to 50 tons from 
Dublin to Mullingar of coal. 

21411. Supposing that any shaft or other piece of 
machinery has to be sent ? — It is very seldom that is sent, 
and it is usually sent by the railway. 1 can give you 
the general traffic taken down by the canal, flour, bran, 
meal, timber, iron, paraffin oil and groceries. 

21412. How would you unload pig iron ? — We do not 
carry any on the canal from Dublin to Mullingar ; I never 
heard of it. 

21413. You cannot if you have not cranes ; I cannot 
help taking your answer with regard to cranes as a de- 
liberate statement that the canal is starved in the way of 
facilities ? — That is my answer, that we are simply toll 
collectors and not carriers. 

21414. (Mr. Griffith.) Of course this canal was handed 
over to your company about the year 1845 ? — Yes. 

21415. And it is more or less an incubus on your com- 
pany ! — Yes. 

21416. As I gathered from the evidence to-day of Mr. 

O'Neill, you are endeavouring to carry out the require- 
ments of the Act as regards the maintenance of the canal t 
—Yes. 

21417. But there is no inducement to you to develop 
the traffic on the oaual, is there ? — We do not canvass 
against the canal and we do not canvtvss for it. 

21418. It oould not be any great object to the rail- 
way company to do anything to facilitate the traffic 
on the canal ? — Except that we get the tolls. 

21419. Against that you get the diversion of the 
traffic from your line ? — Yes. The traders prefer to use 
the railway because the service is quicker. 

21420. That partly depends on the character of the 
traffic, but if I understand the problem rightly there is 
really no inducement for the railway company to facili- 
tate iraffic, and the provision of these facilities Mr. 

Cro'sley has very properly brought forward would to 
a certain extent divert traffic off your rails ? — That is 

21421. I think there is a sort of ambiguity in the name Spencer 
Spencer Dock : you are very familiar with it ? — Yes. Dock. 

21422. Before the Spencer Dock waa constructed, 
there was a dock there ? — Yes. 

21423. The Grand Canal Dock? — 1 have no experi- 
ence of it. 

21424. Is that called, in your interpretation of it. 
the Spencer Dock ? — No, the Spencer Dock extends 
from the Liffey to tlie Newcomen Bridge. 

21425. Is that j'our interpretation ? — Yes. 

21426. My interpretation was always that the Spencer 
Dock was from Sheriff Street upwards ? — From the 
Liffey. 

21427. We received a complaint from the boat owners 
at Dublin as to difliculties in getting the boats through 
the sea look : do you remember that ? — Yes. 

21428. Is there any truth in it ? — We allow the boats 
to go through the sea lock to and from the Liffey two- 
hours before high tide and two hours after. 

21429. That is boats or ships ? — Yes. 

21430. Their contention U that the ships might occupy 
the two hours and that you might extend that facility 
without any great detriment ? — Although the rule is 
two hours before and two hours after, if the dock 
man sees he can allow out a boat without any risk, be 
e.xtends the time. He does not adhere strictly to the 
two hoars before and two hours after. 

21431- The complaint made is, that your by-law is 
na obstruction to the boat owners ? — Yes. 

The Vr'itnees withdrew 
The Cnmmiaaiun adjourned. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


2€6 


MINLTES OF EVIDENCE I 


FORTIETH DAY. 

Wednesday, list November, J 006 . 


Luslon. 


The Right Hon. IjDrd Bkasset, G.C.B. 

The Right Hon. Lord P.irrek. 

The Right Hon. Sir Joes E. Dorisotos, Bart. 
The Right Hon. Sir Johx BRtrN'xnB, Bart., :\I.R 
Sir FaANcis Hopwood, K.C.B.. K.C.H.G. 

W. J. Crossley, Esq., M.P. 

J. F. KorxaxT, Esq., M.P. 

Jl itneacs : — ;?tV Bir, 


The Right Hon. The Lord SHUrrcEWOBTH (in the Chair). 


Philip Snowdes, Esii., M.P. 

I R. G. H. Davison, Esq. 

J. P. GRiypiTK, Esq. 

! A. J. Hebbee'i'son, Esq. 

J. C. Inolis, Esc(. 
j H. F. IviLLioK, Esq. 

' W. B. Duftield, Esq. {Hm-ftary.) 

R. B. Bu.nwoody Esq. {AsuUlanl Becrcianj.) 
Mr. Edward Greer, Mr. David ShaiocL 


Deport hii .Sir 
Jiichai-d 
Grifilki ttnd 

IWS. 


•21432. [Chairman.) Until quite recently you were 
President of the Institution of ttvil Engineers ?— I was. 

-21433. And for over forty years yon have heen engaged 
, in the practice of your profession principally upon hv- 
drauhe works both in India and at home ’—That is so. 

you are acting as Chairman of tho 
\ ice-Kegal Commission on Arterial Drainage in Ireland ’ 
—I am. 

21435. The first part of your evidence relates to tho 
Lower Bann l^avigation ; you desire to give a slight 
retrospect on that subject ?-I do ; I think it is ncces- 
sary in omer to understand the present position of affairs. 

21436. TPhen were the works orginally designed They 
were ongmaUy designed in 1845 by the late Mr. MacMahon 
who was then a distinguished engineer in Ireland. 

^437. Perhaps you will describe what they included ’ 
-■^ey included a navigation 8 feet in depth, with locks 
20 feet 6 inches m width and 130 feet long, about 32 miles 
in length, extending from Toome. at the outlet of Lough 
Iseagh, to the Cutts of Coleraine, situated about 2i miles 
above that town, where the navigation joins the tidal 
waters. I have a large scale map which may assist you ; 
itisaemapldraftedformyreport. (Sandinginlkesame 

Besides the navigation the works were intended to relieve 

fr^ flooding ^000 acres of land and designed to pass 
^8 up to 400.000 or 500,000 cubic feet^^er minut? 
The estimated coat was as follows :—DrainaM end mill 
^wer, -109.314; Navigation and mill power, £74 27-7- 
bridges chargeable to counyes, £12,125 ; which Mr Han’ 
drainage, £100,500 ; naviga- 

that the mill power spoken of in that Report of 1845 ha^ 
never been developed. 

July, ISo8 !-Thit i. Jt that tin, ihe„ ™ a Re- 
port by the Commissioners of Inquiry into Arterial Drain- 
' Sir Richard Griffiths and Colonel 

ilacKerhe, and they reported as follows He total 
outlay on the district-, including all branches of expend!. 
t^,up to the 30th June last, amounts to £254,167 4s lid 
a°nd Ll--T- by ‘be 

and 1,6. lud. IS repayable under the award by the 
account of the improvements in Qlenstal! 

includes interest amounting to 
£4M86, IS (hvisible Iwtween the drainage and navi^ion 

£1^1.081 6s. Id, Total. £245.296 
13s. Of the excess above the original estimate- 
amounting to £o8,4o3— about £30,000 is due to interest 
acemng during the extended time the works have h^ in 
hand, beyond what have been provided under that head 
For the ibfference (£28.453) there appears to be a sufficS 
i^xp Wion m the greatly enhanced value of labour and 
matenals since the origm-il estimate was framed in the 


Sir ALEXASDsa R. Binme, called ; and Examined. 


expenditure on works omitted in that estimate to be pro- 
vided for. bub which have since been found necessary ; 
and in the maiutenaneo of tho finished portions of the 
works during '‘tho piogi-ess of the i-omainder.” So far 
the Commissioners who reported. Then undur date of the 
lObh of Mai-ch. 18.59, Mr. Jaiiiea Biu-ton, of Dundalk, the .Mr. frr.. 
distinguished engineer, who. I am glad to say, is still He^rt, 
amoscrsl. ns. 


21439. We had the pleasure of seeing him ?— Reported 
M follows “ Looking nt the navigation as a whole, 
it is remaika'.il?, ia tho fir.-it place, to see an original 
design embracing such a variety of works of so detailed 
a character proving capable on being so closely followed 
in its practical carrying out ; tho result speaks strongly 
for the sound and clear vie>'s of tho projector. In 
the next place, looking at the execution of these works and 
the difficulties, of no ordinary character, to be overcome, 

I should nob be doing justice if I hesitated to say that, 
although certain mattere already detailed are incomplete, 
yet, as a whole, these navigation works are, in my opinion, 
a credit to tie country as a public work, and that they bear 
strong testimony to the skill and discretion of those who 
carried them out and superintended them. And, 1 have 
no doubt, they will be maintained in an efficient state 
at a very moderate expense, being executed in a very 
permanent manner.” 

21440. The works were not entirely completed until the 
year 1861 ? — That is so, by which time tho total cost had 
amounted to £264,000. There were Government grants 
made to the extent of £109,000, divided as in the following 
table : Reconstruction of bridges (charged to the counties 
£8,000 ; Drainage : — Government grant, £40,000 ; charged 
to drainage district, £110,000 ; making a total of £150.000 
under the head of Drainage. Navigation: — Government 
grant, £69.000 ; charged to Navigation Distriot, £37.000 
Total for navigation, £106,000. Total of tho three itema 
£264,000. 

21441. Did any complaints arise ? — Not for the first 
eleven years after the completion of the works, but from 
that period up to the present time there have been con- 
toual complaints of flooding on tho Lower Bann, and on 
the shores of Lough Neagh. 

21442. It was in 1880 and 1881 that Lord Monek’s 
tonmussion enquired into the whole question ?— They 
did, and they reported as follows “ We recommend, if ' 
tee counties who contributed to tee costs of the works 
consrat, that the Board of Navigation trustees should bo 
mssolved Md teat all tee works with the entire control of 
the nver should be transferred to drainage trustees with u-/,iek 
amjue powers of local taxation, to he dealt with solely in 
the interest of the drainage of the country.” tWiruw 

1884, did teelateMr. Robert Manning, 
tnen chief t ngincer of tee Board of Works, make some j^, jja} 
proposals ? — Ho proposed to improve the navigation and jsSh 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ROYAL COMMISSION OS CANALS AND WATKEWAYS. 


207 


to assist in the discharge of floods by the insertion of sluices 
in the various weirs which, in the original project had been 
built as solid structures, and at tliat time his estimate was 
£f)5,000. 

•21444. Did that include some extra excavation in the 
channels ?— It did. 

2U45- Did bo propose to retain the navigation f — He 
proposed to retain the navigation. 

■.pMr! 21440. What did Sir James Allport’s Commission advise 
):oya< in 188" I — “ We agi'ee until Lord Money's Commission 
iss’iwii that the navigation should be abandoned, but advise that 
i this course should not be authorised unthout another 

' appeal to the counti<» of Antrim and Derry. Such 

^ appeal should plainly place before the representatives of 
•.lip. S'- those counties (1) The present annual csost of main- 
taining the navigation apart from works necessary for 
maintaining the drainage channels: (2) The gross traffic 
uhich has been yearly realised duiing the last twenty 
years; (3) The future responsibilities attaching to the 
two counties, if the navigation be maintained.” 

21447. Was there any result from that appeal to the 
counties? — I believe not; I can tracenoresult at all. At 
that time, as you ate awaxe, all these matters were decided 
by the grand j uries of the counties and they did not appat - 
ently take a very great interest in it, as for as I have been 
able in the Board of Works to trace the correspondence. 


order to save floods, and that even if the Navigation was SirAUr. 
destroyed and the Portnn Weir removed, there still would Biiinie, 
be flooding ? — Yes, I do not know whether he gave full f’nst- Pres. 
attention to my Report, because the works proposed, as I 
dare say you will see in the estimate under my scheme, Vo 140G 
do not simply confine themselves fo the removal of the ” ‘ 

Portnn Weir. 

2I45T. I quite understand ? — Tljere are other works 
necessary to allow the channel to discharge the flood. 

21438. I rather gather from your Report and from 
the proof of your evidence that that is the key of the 
situation ? — That is the key of the situation no doubt ; it 
always has been and always will be the key of the situation. 

21459. That is to say that without the r*moval of the 
Portna Weir, which is quite essential to the Navigation, you 
could not achieve the object you desire of sufficiently 
preventing flooding ?— No. I should explain that at 
•that portion of the river at Portnn there is a fall on the 
river of ;ibout 14 feet, overcome in navigation by two 
locks of 7 feet 6 inches each, I tliink, and that ridge of 
rocks is the bar to the situation. 

21460. (Sir John Doringlon.) Both these locks are close 
to Portna ? — Close to a little town called Kilrea — 1 
do not know whether the Commission visited It. 

21461. [Chnirman.) I should like to identifj' Portna 
on the map ? — It is fifteen miles from, the lake. 


21448. Was a Bill introduced into Parliament in 1889 ? 214G2. It is nearly half-way from Lough Neagh to 

■ " — Yes, a Government Bill for the management of the Bann Coleraine ? — Very nearly. 

among other things, and they proposed at that time to 21463. There has been some evidence given as to the port of 
I'educe the Navigation from 8 feet to 6 feet by lowering the anticipated damage to the Port of Coleraine ? — We Coleraine. 
M’eira and providing for flood discharge by sluices for have had forty-five years’ experience of the Navigation and 
600,000 to 800,000 cubic feet per minute. The late Mr. it has never proved a success, Eind I do not anticipate 
Gamble, who wa.s then the er^neer consulted, estimated it will ever be a success. It cannot increase ; it is in 
the expense at £65,000. I have read carefully through competition with two railways, one on either side of the 
the evidence before the Committees of Parliament on that river— you will see them marked in red upon the plan 
Bill. It was dropped— for what reason I cannot tell. I have placed before you — and from that point of view I 

1 see that there was great objection to the Bill with do not see that the Port of Coleraine will be in any way 

regard to the incidence of taxation, but it is not clear damaged. There never has been any traffic, nor is it 
on the record why the Bill was abandoned. likely there ever will be any traffic. 

21449. In May, 1904, was there a report from Mr. 21464. Then another injury was feared by the witness 
. . r, 7f«JL Dick, then Cliief Engineer to the Board of W’orks ? — who appeared for the Port of Coleraine— thatthe removal 

Yes, He revised the previous estimates that had been of the works would cause silting up of the harbour ?— 

made by Mr. Gamble- and Mr. Manning, and gave it as his The same floods will go down the river if the Navigation 

opinion that the total cost would he £150,000. Both of is abandoned that go down now; the only dilierence 
those proposals— all proposals in fact up to that date— will be that probably they will be discharged with a 
assumed that the navigation would be retained— retained little greater velocity, and consequently tend better to 
as I stated just now at a reduction from 8 feet at the lock scour out the harbour. 

sills to 5 feet. 2140S. You claim that if any alteration in the harbour 


21450. On the 25th April of last year — 1905 — were you 
instructed by the Irish Government to examine into and 
report upon the whole subject, and did you devote neatly 
two months in. the district to its investigation ? — I did. 
Will you allow me to hand in my report on the subject 7 
I’^aniii 21451. I have it before me. lYhat do yon say in your 
r.'^Xeonli report as to the abandonment of the Navigation ? — 
-y'ip.ae. Under Head 11 on page 11 it will be seen that I concur 
jjjg reports of Lord Monck’s Commissioa and the 
.^llporfc Commission on what I may call general public 
li if groand.s ; and under Head 9 on pages 9 and 10 from 
an engineering point of view, if the flooding is to be relie^'ed, 
the weir at Portna should be removed, which also would 
involve the abandonment of the Navigation. 

21452. You have observed that this Commission have 
recently received evidence some of which criticises that 
Report of yours ?— I have. 

21453. IVhat do you say on those criticisms ? — I have 
read them carefully over and they practically amount to a 
recapitulation of the same arguments that were placed 
before Lord Monck’s Commission and Sir James Allport's 
Commission twenty years ago. 

f -V'Rcc 0/ 21454. Do you refer particularly to the evidence of the 

■^'■Barfvn, eminent engineer you have already quoted — Mr. Barton ? 
_l do. 

S‘>7. 21456. He proposed in his evidence that there should 

cl scq. be a lowering of 2 feet only, so as to make the Navigation 
2 feet less draught than it has been ? — That is so ; he 
follows practically Mr. Dick’s Report, which is the latest 
Report on the subject where the Navigation is to be 
retained. 


takes plivce it would be an improvement ? — It wouli be 
an improvement, aitd as regards tbe nine miles above 
the Cutts Weir, that would remain practically as at 
present, a little lowered in height, but to all intents and 
purposes the same, and that would be what has existed 
for the last forty years — a silt trap for anything brought 
down the river. No silt has hitherto been deposited, 
and I do not imagine there would be any in the future. 

21466. Y’ou have already told us that the original 
depth for which the Lower Bann Navigation was designed 
was eight feet 1 — Y'es. 

21467. What did you find that the actual depth was 
last year ?— Last year I went many times up and down 
the Navigation, and I found the great obstruction was 
in Lough Beg, a little lake immediately below’ Toome, Lr,ua’n Reif 
below the outlet, and there, with a steam launch drawing 
only 3 feet 6 inches, I found the greatest difficulty. It 
would take me almost as long to get through the lake 
as it would to get down to Portna, 15 miles off. It was 
partly silted up and very largely obstructed with weeds. 

21468. (Sir John Brunntr.) What is the length of the 
Navigation on the lake ? — About a mile and a half. 

21469. (Chairsnan.) There is no towing-path ?— There 
is no towing-path, and the navigable channel which 
has been dredged in the bed of the rivet is somewhat 
eccentric ; it posses from side to side of the river channel, 
and at one place, just above Portna Weir, it passes actually 
at right angles to the flow of the river ixmaediatoly ohove 
the weir, and in flood time there is a velocity of from 
two to four miles an hour, audit would be an exceedingly 
difficult thing — I do not know how that navigation was 
ever intended to be carried out. 


21456. And his opinion was rather stroi^ly expressed 21470. You have some remarks- in your Report with 
that it was not necessary to destroy the Navigation in respect to haulage ?— Yes, those remarks are of that 
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I cannot see how the Navigation could be 
/‘‘'ts/Prtl- worked in the ^vinte^ months subject to 

C. K. ^ speaking of the upward 

— ._ Navigation, but it becomes still more difficult on the 

dl No». 1008. fJo^ward Navigation with such floods as that, especially 

,, place Portna. Then the Navigation channel 

Haulage. IS dredged through the middle of this Lough Beg for a 
mile and a half, and I do not see how the vessels were to 
he navigated through it excepting by steam or sail power. 
The few barges I saw, which were principally for mainten- 
ance purposes, were poled through. 

21471. Coming bank for a moment to Lough Beg, at 
the bottom of page 11 of your Report you state that 
your own observations in repeatedly passing up 
and down the Navigation you found considerable difficulty 
in passing through Lough Beg with a launch drawing 
only 3 feet 6 inches of water, ouing to the mass of weeds 
which obstruct the navigation channel; and you also 
fjuote from_ Professor Oldham’s report of August. 1843 ?— 
Yes ; that is rather an important thing, because it shows 
that what is going on is not a novelty. I had better 
just read what Professor Oldnam says ou the subject 
21472. It is quoted at the bottom of page 11 of vour 
190U, j>. 11 . report t— This report was made at the time the works 
were originally designed in 1845 and he says; “The 
smaller lake of Lough Beg is unquestionably filling up, 
and that not very slowly, and should the waters be kept 
at their summer level it is probable that the greater 
portion of its surface will be silted up to that height 
and the watera subsequently confine themselves to a 
defined channel through it.” 5Iy experience has proved 
that Professor Oldham is perfectly right that the thins 
IS siltmg up. 

21473. Is that Lough Beg ?— It is a little lake 
immediately below Lough Neagh ; there is an in- 
terval ot about a mile and a half between the lake and 
Lough Beg. {Describing on the plan.) 

•21474. Do you wish to say anything as to the flooding 
on the shores of Lough Neagh itself ?— Yes, I Lad better 
nooJirg. perhaps explain my report, as the Commissioners have 
not all got copies. The floodings on the shores of Lough 
Neagh are caused by the Portna Weir. 

T ^rtinne}-.) Where is the outlet of 

Lough Neagh ? — At Toome at the northern end of the 
lake. 

•21476. And it goes north ?— The Lower Bann River 
commences at that point. 

21477. {Chairman.) Will you proceed with your state- 
ment ?— From Toome at the outlet of the lake to Portna 
IS a length of na^gation of fifteen miles ; the crest of the 
iveir at Portna is only 4 feet below the lowest portion 
of the weir at Toome ; consequently when a flood comes 
down, to overcome friction in that length of the river 
the water has to pile itself up at the upper end— in fact 
the whole of Lough Neagh has to be raised, and that 
causes the fiooding. The weir at Toome itself, which 
IS nommally 1,200 feet long, becomes drowned out when 
only 160,000 cubic feet per minute are passing out of the 
Jake, so that the whole country gets flooded. 

•21478. And it is to obviate that state of things and 
to give a free discharge to the floods that you propose 
TO obtain the necessary fall by removing that wt-ir at 
1 ortna Yes, and the rock excavations at the same 
place which 1 have spoken of. 

21479. It has been admitted of course to as that the 

Navigation is not a commercial success ’ That is so- 

m round «gure, it invol™ „ 

, about £42 ; and while it does no good as a Navigation 

f’oVSrr. 'r^ flowiing of 25,000 acres on the sho^rei of 

bur.ct,s. Lough Neagh and about 2,000 acres on the Lower Bann. 

-21480. JfVhat are the most important interests that 
have to be guarded m dealing with the Lower Bann 
The salmon and eel fisheries, which I was told when I 
was there last year, by the authorities connected with 
them, are valued at from £2,000 to £4,000 a year Thev 
p^sM * ‘lieir net income after paying all ex- 

21481. Y'ou have made provision in your scheme for 
protwtmg and improving those ?-I have ; the removal 
of the weirs wil! clearly assist the salmon in going un • 
they go up to spawn in Lough Neagh and the tributary 


streams, and the eel fi-y come up the river from the 
as eel fry— small thread-like organisms ; they arriveT 
Lough Beg and Lough Neagh where they grow- to matn 
nty and then pass down the river to tlie sea when matuw 
and they pass down in floods during the autumn anH 
winter months. “ 

21482. That is when they are caught ?— That is when 
they are caught, and I have made evmy provision that 
all floods—in fact, all waters going down the river- 
will pass through the existing eel weirs. 

21483. Was it always intended to preserve the nron« 
tev.1 of Lough Ne.gh !-l„ tho oj. of .verj4f 3,” 
has reported on tlie subject horn the time of Jlr Mao 
Mahon to the present, the maintenaneo of what" we have 
colled the proper summer level in Lough Neagh has 
always been considered of the utmost importance be 
cause of the navigation which is carried on upon the 
lake. Navigation as you have heard, comes up from 
Belfast along the Lagan Canal and is distributed to 
Dungannon and Portadown and the little places in the 
various shores of the lake and of the Ulster Canal It 
is important that that level should not be interfered 
with, otherwise the locks at the entrance of those canals 
would have to be lowered and perhaps run the risk of 
cUstmbing the whole navigation, for the lake is cxceedine 
shallow on its shores. * 

21484. The attention cf the Commission was called to 
an old scheme for diverting the water of Lough Neaeh 
along the line of the Newry Canal ?— Yes, that was 
Nimmos scheme of 1820 or 1822. He proposed to divert 
the water of Lough Neagh down to the town of Newry. 

21483. I suppose that was not tho whole of the water ? ‘ 

—Not the whole of the water. 

214SG. He would let some go down the Lower Bann 
He would allow some to go down the Lower Bonn but the 
^eat bulk of it be proposed to draw off for mill purposes 
I have gone very carefully into that : it would involve, as 
I tmnk Mr. Barton has told you. a cutting something like 
70 feet deep through the ridge, and I found that the cost 
was out of all proportion to the advantage gained. 

•21487. I think it was not only for mill power, it was 
also for navigation puiposea ?— He intended to keep up 
the navigation, no doubt. 

21488. [Sir John BrunTier.) An additional navigation f 
—No, it was tho navigation of the present Newry n »ri B-i ; 
he would have done away with the locks that are on it and 
made one cutting right through the ridge. 

21489. {Chairman.) Do you agree with the evidence 
given by Mr. Barton that that is altogether impossible 
on the ground of the great expense 7— It is ; and now it is 
rendered impossible almost, because you would divert 
the flood waters of the Lower Bann and probably destroy 
the flood water that goes down to scour out the harbour 
at Coleraine. 

21490. I do not know whether there is anything more 
you want to say on the subject of the Lower Bann and 
Lough Neagh ’—There is one little matter. I noticed in 
the evidence that was placed before you— I forget fie 
^ntleman s name — that he advocated a canal on the 
B^Ltodeiry Hiver «p to Cookstowo. If your LorJukip p—j 
would look at this map you will see the little river. It is 
a veiy- crooked river running through a very flat plain, Cauai. 
and if that were turned into a navigation I am perfectly 
certom that the whole of this district would all be placed 
under -water ; so for from making a Navigation of it, it 
wants clearing out and stopping the flooding. 

T, on either side of the 

Balbnderey River ?— It is all cultivated down to the very 
edge of the lake and up to the margin of the river. 

•21492. It is not bog land 7— Not at all. 

21493. Leaving that pai-t you are prepared to give as 
80i« of your own opinions on the canals generally in 
Ireland ? — Y'es. 

21494. You have known Ireland and studied its re- 
somces, p^icularly in the north, for a great many years ? 
—About forty years. 

21495. At what conclusion have you arrived ? That its 

prosperity depends pincipally upon agriculture and that 
It cannot afford any large commercial outlay on intemsl 
communications. When I say “ commerdal outlay” 
abk^^ outlay which -would prove commercially profit 
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2149C. Do you not agree Ttitli tie evideoce given iy 
Sir Horace Plunlcett, for example, that the means of traas- 
port in Deland need greatly extending and improving in 
order that agriculture and industries may be developed f — 

1 thint they do ; but while we am talking of the com- 
rrl'.i/.. munications of Ireland I think we must not shut our eyes 
■yiiri. ly-' to the fact that railways and roads, in my opinion, in Uie 
'■* future are the channels along which communication 
and produce will be carried. 

214D7- Have you at all considered the possibility 
of doing much good to Ireland by developing motor 
traffic upon the roads ? — I think it might be done if the 
roads were put in a proper state of repair. There are 
many roads where motor traffic is already carried on, 
and I think it would be more largely carried on if the 
roods were put in a little better condition. 

21408. You say there ai-e many places ; we have 
heard that there are very few ? — When I was in the 
north of Ireland last year I heard of several lines ; they 
were carried on very spasmodically, 1 may say. 

21499. Has not a recent experiment of that kind 
broken down, owing to the unwillingness of the county 
councils to improve the roads ? — I have heard that. 

■21500. Have you noticed in the evidence placed before 
onr Commission that there are only two waterways, 
the Grand Canal and tlie Lagan Canal, which are at all 
prosperous ? — Reading the evidence I came to the con- 
clusion myself that they were the only two canals that 
showed any signs of commercial prosperity. By that 
I mean in the future. 

21501. .-kud as to the advice which you give to investors, 
liavo j'on anything to say on that subject ? — I should 
be very reluctant ; I am continually consulted by gentle- 
inon who wish to invest their nionoy in public works, 
and I should certainly never advise them to invest it 
in Dish Canals or even in the resuscitation of existing 
ones. I am speaking from a commercial point of view ; 

I do not see a return for the money. 

21502. Have you any remark to make on the argument 
of which we hear a good deal as to foreign ■waterways ? — 
From the little I have seen of foreign waterways there are 
some of them which are exceedingly floiuisluBg ; I 
would take the Seine, ■which I investigated this year ; 
from tie sea to Rouen, which is a manufacturing town, 

„ . you haveships up to4,000tonsnavigatingthariver ; above 

r'Tti^n Rouen and between there and Paris you have a very 
aterwavs. indeed, but that is de])endent on having 

Paris at one end and Rouen at the other, ■with at Rouen 
the large coal import that takes place — a state of things 
which does not exist in Ireland. Taking the Brittany 
; district, there I saw what we see in Ireland and what we seo 

in England — a splendid canal running along the Biscayan 
shores of the Peninsula Dom L’Orient to Brest, one of the 
’ most splendid engineering -works yon could see, but no 

traffic upon it, a railway running practically parallel 
with it. I can imagine that in war time it might be used, 
but it is not commercially used now to any large extent. 

' 21608. Is it your view that the prosperity of the canal 

I depends mainly on its connecting a port with some 

t large city or coalfield or manufacturing district ? — 

It is; I think that is the result of the experience of 
1 canals everywhere, both on the Continent and in England. 

I 21504. And you are not able to point to any place 

! ■where mere agricultural produce has made a canal profit- 

! able ? — I do not know a single instance where a canal 

I has been rendered profitable by mere agricult'ural 

produce. 

21505. And in the case of Ireland neatly all the large 
towns are on the sea ? — I tried to analyse it ; I think 
I all the towns do-wn to about 5,000 inhabitants have got 

I railway communication. 

i 21506. The mere fact of having railway communication 

I would perhaps not settle tiie matter t — It would not 

quite settle the matter certainly. 

' 21507. Do you think that if the State stepped in and 

- ' bslp. iieipeci canals it would have a bad effect upon the railways ? 
1 — It must react upon the railways. 

1 21508. You do not think there is room for both in 

the way that there is in other countries 7—1 do not. 
t 21509. Is it also your view that people are inclined to 

pay a liigher rate for carriage if they can get speed ? — 

' 336— II. 


Undoubtedly; certainty of delivery and uuickness of Sir Ahx. 

delivery are necessities. If I maj- point out that is Biuiiie, 

particularly the case in the districts of Jloy, Dungannon, 

and Port^own, on the Ulster Canal ; there tliere is 

gro-wing up a very large fruit and garden produce industry. j90e 

That could never he sent by canal. One man I was ___ 

enquiring of who cultivated his recently purchased 

holding of 25 acres, which he bought from his landlord, 

was growing strawberries. I asked him wh.vt he did with 

his strawberries, and he said he sent them to England ; I 

said “ how ? ” and he said. “ If we put the strawberries 

on the tail before three o'clock in the afternoon they 

can be delivered in the Loudon market the next morning." 

Now that is a state of things for vegetables and perishabie 
fruits that no canal could attempt to meet. 

21610. There is no question as regards perishable 
articles nor as regards articles which require speed, but 
you also added “certainty of delivery.” This Cbiumis- 
sion has received a good deal of evidence to show that 
there is great certainty of delivery on waterways in 
England at all events and that the slow and sure is 
sometimes preferred to the railway on the ground of 
greater certainty of delivery 1 — It may, if you have tho 
material that can afford to wait, no doubt, but I do not 
see that material in an agricultural district. 

21611. Would it not modify your opinion if tillage 
were developed again in Deland to a great extent ? ^ , 

Would not tillage farms receive a good deal by canal f 
and also put a certain amount of heavy traffic upon ° 
canals? — It is conceivable it might be so, but I hardly 
thought from the evidence of the Lagan Canal that that 
was the case ; I understood there that the traffic was 
an upward traffic from Belfast and that in many cases 
the barges went back empty. 

21512. What tillage district does the Lagan Naviga- 
tion serve ? — In itself it serves none, but it is supposed 
to be fed at its upper part by the Ulster Canal, which 
runs through an agricultural district. 

21513. Nob a tillage district, is it ? — No, there is very 
little tillage in that part of Ireland at all. 

21SI4. It has been argued to us that if that district 
were turned into a tillage district the traffic would be 
increased ? — It is a suggestion ; I do not see hotv you 
can very well alter the character of the ■x^bole agriculture 
of that part of Deland to benefit a canal. 

21513. It would not be for the purpose of benefiting 
the canal, it would be for other reasons that the tillage 
would be developed, but if that development does take 
place. Sir Horace Plunkett, for example, speaking with 
all the authority of \'ice-President of the Department 
of Agriculture, spoke stronglj- of the prospects of the 
development of tillage in the west of Irulaod and argued 
that if tillage were dev.-lojed tbero votld be moie 
traffic for the canal ? — Undoubtedly there would, but, 
aa I said before, you must understand any admission 
I make on that point is governed by this, that I do not 
think you can point to a canal anywhere that is rendered 
profitable by merely agricultural produce. 

21516. Havo you been struck with the difficulties 
which exist in the various rivers of obtaining a free flood 
discboi-ge down to the sea ? — In our inquiries on the 
Arterial Drainage of Ireland nothing stnick my colleagues 
and m3'self so much as the difficulties that at present l 

exist owing to the creation of and turniug the rivers 
into na'vigable waterways. What is wanted for arterial 
drainage in Deland is a free discharge of the Hoods, and 
that is prevented ; the Bonn is one instance which I 
have spoken of, but wherever we went we found con- 
tinual discussions and dissensions on this very subject. 

We had them at the outlet of Lough Erne, Lough Corrib, 
and down the Barrow. The Barrow is a particulariv 
pitiful case ; there there are 4.5,600 acres rendered prac- 
tically useless by flooding. 

21317. Is that above the town of Athy ? — Above 
Athy. We are not commissioned to go and tell Govern- 
ment what is the cost of it, but looking back at the 
records of Lord Castleto'wn’s Commission we find that 
it was estimated by JD. Manning, the then Chief En- 
gineer of the Board of Worla, that the remedial works 
would cost £474,664. We saw sufficient there to show 
that the great portion of the flooding is caused by weirs 
erected across the river at Athy and navigation works 
in the lower part of the river, and it is a very sad oaao 

2P 
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5/1-,4/iv. a’toaetaer. 13y sod, I mean it is sad in this sense, tha/t 
J’ust’l'r'cs ^ continually Hooded, and tliefe is the 

hist C E lower part of the rirer which is not 

’ ' remunerative. 

21 Nov. 1000. ■ 21518. Would you go so far as to advocate that the 
■■ navigation in the Barrow should be abandoned and 

the works there abandoned— that the Barrow should be 
turned into a mere drainage ? — I certainly should. Please 
understand me ; I would not abandon the Navigation 
if it could l>e proved necessary, but let it be acanal parallel 
with the river. 

Gi-ana Canal, 21519. You have referred to the Grand Canal, of which 
the Barrow Navigation is part, as one of tire two Naviga- 
tions in Ireland which show signs of commercial success ? 
— Undoubtedly. 

21.520. Would it not be a very serious blow to the 
G 'and Canal if the Navigation of the Barrow were aban- 
doned ? — Hardly from what 1 saw ; it does not seem to 
be such a remunerative part of the canal ns other parts. 

21521. Have you also considered what would be the 
effect on the people of thisdistriotwho find that wherever 
they have access to the Barrow or to the Grand Canal 
the railway rates are lowered, whereas at other places 
which have not the advantage of having even the im- 
perfect water communication which e.vists on some of these 
canals they have much higher railway rates ?— I have no 
doubt. 

- • 21522. Would not that impress you as a serious reason 

for not abandoning canalization where it has been 
a^ojited ? — No, I have the opposite view ; I take the 
\-iew that in an agricultural country like Ireland the 
freeing of lands from flooding, bringing large areas under 
cultivation is far more important than the small advantage 
which IS gained by railway competition in the way your 
Lordship has pointed out. 

21523. I do not want to argue with you. Sir Alexander, 
ljut supposing a farmer is able to cultivate a few more 
acres and yet cannot send his goods to market because 
of the high railway rates, what would his position be then ? 
— C*r course it would be impossible. 

i ateL' ' I a- g<»d many farmers in Ireland, 

or people representing them, tell us that tbev are sufferins 
very severely from high railway rates ?— Then of courae 
you come back to the question that I spoke of before 
Iteiand is a poor country ; it cannot afford a large com- 
mercial expenditure on its public works and you trill have 
to consider whether it is better to let one good service- 
able and modem line of communication flourish or place 
a competitor m the way which will not pay itself and will 
onl.v have the effect of decreasing the possible income of 
your railway syfitem. 

21525, Tour own opinion clearly is that the public ad- 
vantage to be gained by the relief of lands from flooding 
and the bringing under cultivation areas capable of 
filiage would be a greater advantage than any that is to 
be derived from keeping up the navigation in the canals 
and nvers of Ireland ?— Undoubtedly, and the great im- 
provement of sanitation generally. The climate of that 
L pper Barrow distnet is rendered exoeedinglvunhealthv— 
we Lad a lot of evidence from medical men— owing to this 
large flooded area in their midst. 

^ Viceregal Commission over 

^'Before tfa; end 

Draiimvc 21527. Then we shaU have the advantage I hone of 
|•o^idering jmur Report before we report :-_I am afrei’d it 
will not a^st you very much, for our Commission is rather 
confined to suggestmg ways and means of carrying out 
drainage in Ireland rather than to any works— in fact 
we have weived mstruotions not to report on works at all 
getting out of the existing 
legal difficulty practically brought about by the new T ,3 
Tenure Act which has rendered the legislation on S 
subject of dramage inoperative. 

21S38. Would it oom. ritlm th. term, oi refer 
emee to pve admoo .ueh u h.ve bee„ eu™„iS ^ 
emdeno. to thi. Ommiadoa for the elSdonaert 
" the Barrow ? — ^No, I 


your 
of the CBunlization 
do not think so 


, . . , . . make some remarks about that 

BO dooW, Immig vmted it, bot I do »ot think it “odd 
be ernbodied in cm reeommend.tion, bee.uee m .Z T. 
os.ted to do it and it would be impertinent. 


21529. Similar recommendations to those vou ha 
made about the Lower Bann would scarcely find a plac* 
in your Report !— No, I do not think they would be intro! 


21530. (Sir John 3runne.r.) I have a note to ask vou 
what facilities there aro at the Port of Coleraine for loading 

and discharging goods coming in and out 7 There is veev 

fair accommodation ; they have wharves and cranes ^ 


Fiitilitisi,. 

Coltrakt. 


21531. To whom do they belong ?— To the Corporation 
I believe. ' 


21532. Do the railways come alongside 7— Close to the 
harbour. 


21533. Can goods be cheaply and quickly transferred 
from the boats to the rails 7 — I should think so. 

21634. Two railways come down to the harbour 7— Yes 
21535. So that there is some competition in that par- 
tioular. Those facilities in the wharves would be equally 
available for boats coming down the Navigation, would 
they not 7 — Perfeohly. 


21636. I think you have seen a copy of the letter from 
the Coleraine Harbour Commissioners dated the 24th May 
last 7—1 have seen a copy of a letter, I do not know iu 
date ; I daresay it is the one to which you refer. 

21537. It is addressed to Mr. Bryce by the Harbour 
Commissioners 7 — I have seen that one. 


21538. Have you noted what they say under (No. 6) ; 
“ Clearly also the increased socticmal area must be main- 
tained by dredging” (I give you this to refresh your 
memory) “ from time to time, and that this wll be rendered 
very difficult if the locks are destroyed, eo that a dredger 
cannot pass up imd down the river ” (handing the lett» to 
the witness) 7 — I think that is under a misapprehension ; 
they speak here of the locks being removed. The looks 
at the Cutts will not be removed, and for a distance of 9 
rmles from the Cutts upwards to the next look at Camroe 
the river will remoin practicaOy in its present state, They 
say, and say truly, that the sectional area of the river will 
have to be increased. That every engineer who has dealt 
with toe subject quite agrees with, but that will not be 
tood^g ; that will have to be excavation of a somewhat 


21539. But surely dredging later 7—1 do not anticipate 
any dredging, because there is no silt coming down from 
the lake at all. The two lakes, tlie larger lake, Lough 
Neagh, and Lough Beg form perfect traps for any silt that 
comes down. 

21540. You desire to convince the Commissioners that 
th^ gentlemen are utterly mistaken in thok fears 7-1 
thmk their apprehensions aie totally unfounded. As 
regards their own interest, their own port, they will get 
toe same floods, as I remarked to tho noble Chairman, only 
probably with an increased velocity, which will improve 
their harbour. 

21641. You spoke as if no agricultural produce could 
afford a slow transit 7 — I do not know any canal which 
entirely depends upon agriculture. 

21542. That is not my point ; you gave me the im- 
prtasion that you thought that Ihere was no agricultural 
procedure which could afford a alow transit 7— No, I beg 
^ur pardon, I did not intend to convey that for a moment. 

Of course, there is a great deal of agricultural produce that 
could be very weU carried on a canal. The only thing I 
wished to say was rather the reverse, that you could not 
cany out commercially a canal which was entirely 
dependent upon agricultural produce. 

21543. That I understood clearly and I am very glad to Motur 
nave cleared up my misunderstanding. You have spoken traffic, 
of m mcreased use of motors on the roads if the roads could 
T have heard something of a proposal of 

Lord Pime and Lord Iveagh. Was that intended in any 
sense to he competitive with the railways 7-1 could not 
^7 * F do not know exactly how Lord Pirrie was proposing 
to car^ it out, but they oould be run undoubtedly in 
corspetition with railways. Their more advantageous 
« traffic would be as feeders to the railway, I should 


21544. If Lord Pirrie and Lord Iveagh intended to run 
these motors as in competition with the railways you would 
t^k they were making a mistake 7— Commercially I 
should thmk they were. I should think that it would be 
toolistj to run m competition -with the raUways ; directing 
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tiieir entrgios in the other direction as feeders to the rail- 
ways I think they might get a very good profit. 

”1545. la it necessary in considering questions of 
internal communication alwa3»8 to have a profit upon the 
means of transit itself ? — I always like to see a country 
conducted on commercial lines. 

21540. You would not think of going hack to tolls upon 
roads ? — I should not. 

21647. Therefore the roads are to be maintained, and 
rightly maintained, as a paper loss to the community ?— 
Yes, in that sense. 

21548. But at roads you would stop ? — I think so. 

21540. You would-think it unwise to go to a water road 
instead of a dry road, or in addition to a dry road ? — In 
the same way that I should think it would be unwise for 
the Government to buy up the railways and turn them all 
into free means of communication — for the same reason. 

21650. I think we should agree; it is entirely a question 
of degree ? — Quite. 

21551. You would not shut the door entirely upon 
maintaining canals for the benefit of the community even 
if they did show a paper loss t— I am afraid — excuse me — 
that a great deal of the difficulties in Ireland have arisen 
out of this unfortunate system of subsidising. 

21552. Would you not agree with me that the main 
trouble of Ireland is the diminishing population - 
Partly so, but I am glad to say that my forty years’ es- 
e.^perienee, especially in the north, sliows me that there is 
a different people growing up, the improvement in every 
way in the north of Ireland is, to one who knew it forty 
years ago, simply astonishing. 

21553. Is that in a part of the country where there has 
been no diminution of population ! — No. 

21564. Has there been any diminution there ? — Not in 
Ulster. 

21565. You spoke of 45,000 acres being rendered useless, 
does that mean that there is no rent coming from them 7 
— One of our witnesses told us that they had lost all their 
rent — there was no rent at aD, but I could not say that 
there is no lent derivable from any portion of the 45,000 
acres. It is a very low one. if there is any at all. 

21556. I recognize you are not an agricultural expert, 
but you might have an idea to help me as to what the 
value would be, or what the value of the neighbouring 
land is for agriculture ? — I did not hear when I was there, 
and I do not like to speak without actual knowledge. 

21557. You spoke of the expenditure of £420,000 ; if 
a rent of £1 an acre a year could he obtained that would 
he 10 per cent, upon the £420,000 ? — Yes. I may say it 
is perfectly clear that the expenditure of £400,000 odd 
conld not be recouped in that part of Ireland certainly 
by the increased value of the land. 

21558. Is the land not worth 10s. an acre 7 — We. must 
speak of the increased value due to the removal of the 
floods. 

21569. I am only taking your own words, 45,000 acres 
rendered useless 7— -Yea. 

21560. If there is 10s. an acre to he obtained there is a 
6 per cent, return on the £420,000, but you do not tell me 
how much rent is obtainable ? — I do not know j it varies 
80 very much. In some of the Returns I have seen of the 
increased value due to removal of the floods it has varied 
from 6s. down to 2d. per acre. 

21561. That would be almost useless land 7 — It would. 

21562. (LordSrassei/.) Ido notknowwhetheryou would 
he prepared to answer a question of a general character 
with regard to the policy in dealing with canals 7 — Any 
question you like to put, my Lord, I should be glad to 
answer if I can. 

21563. I must preface my one question with a very 
short statement for your consideration. In the Return 
relating to railways which was last presented to Parlia- 
“jilifiv ment we Lave these striking fignres. The total paid up 
ittsTK. capital of the railways of the United Kingdom was, in 
1896, 1,001 millions ; in 1904 the total paid up capital was 
1,268 millions ; the net receipts in the year 1895 were 
38,000,000 and the net recepts in 1904 were £42,600,000. 
The proportion of the net receipts to the total paid-up 
capital was m 1895 3'80 per cent., and in 11 04 3'36 per 


cent. It may be assumed. I apprebeud, that no incon- Sir AUx. 
siderable p.art of that iiicrr'ased capital which, as the tBiiuiie, 
Return shows, was not expended in a very remunerative 
manner for the railway proprietors, was expended in Bist.V.Ji 
making provision for the growmg goods traflic. That q, Z 
gootls traffic falls into various categories; a large pro- "* ^ 

portion of the traffic is no douiit of a high qualitj’ and can 
hear a considerable rate, but there is a large proportion of 
tile goods traffic which is bulky and upon which low rate; 
are paid. Now, assume that the traffic grows.' For .a 
consideraljle time no doubt the improvements which have 
been made and the means of dealing with traffic wi 1 
enable the railway companies to carry any increased 
traffic without increasing their expenditure as they haie 
increased it in these lost ten years. A time might, ho’wevei-, 
arrive when it would be necessary to do of two things one ; 
either to call for a large additional capital for the purpose 
of making further provision for dealingwith goods traffic, 
or the alternative would have to be considered of handir.g 
over the less remunerative goods traffic to some utl er 
means of conveyance. In such circumstances as -I i in 
submitting for your consideration can you conceive., t 
possible, and perhaps advantageous, to the railway coii.- 
pauies that they should hand over to improved wat*.*r- 
ways a portion of their more balky and less remunerative 
traffic 7— Premising my remarks by saying I have nut 
directed my attention particularly to English canals, I 
should say there are many districts complying with u h.it 
I put doivn to the noble Chairman as the reqiiirenieiits <*f 
a canal — a port connecting a manufacturing district, or a 
great town or a coalfield where it is exceedingly probable 
that a cheap mode of communication would prove re- 
munerative. 

21564. So that you can conceive a state of things 
arising such as I have indicated in my long question when 
it might be possible and indeed advantageous to the rail- 
way companies in their own interest to hand over a cer- 
tain portion of their bulky and less remunerative traffio 
to improved waterwaj^ rattier than to continue to increase 
their capital expenditure upon the scale of recent years 
with the diminishing returns which are shown in the 
statistics I have quoted to you 7 — Yes, I can imagine that 
to be the case in our manufacturing districts. 

21565. (,1/r. Utmnant.) Sir John Brunner tried to get 
out of you the rent of the swampy Land, and he suggested 
that it might be a fair rent to pay lOs. per acre ; if tliat 
is correct, I suppose if the land was drained, following other 
instances in the agricultural world, the rent would be 

many times increased by the drainage, would it nob 7 It 

would undoubtedly be very much increased in fact as 

to a large portion of that it is not a matter of the rent being 
increased, but you would actually be bringing land into co 1- 
tivation which at present is not cultivated. 

21566. And from the national point of view that, in 
your opinion, is much more important and likely to have 
much more permanent advantages and lasting advan- 
tages than to give them a slight decrease in the traffic 
rates if you were running a canal 7 — I think so. 

21567. I have had the pleasure of working with you on 
the London County Council, and I think your advice is 
always tempered with great common sense ; your evidence 
has really been baaed on the commercial point of view 

rather than on any engineering or other point of view 7 

That is the point of view I look at all public works ujion 
—in fact the general drift of my professional life has been 
to look at works not as monuments of engineering or as 
great national works, but as yielding some return either 
to the State or the promoters, warranting them in putting 
their capital into it. 

21568. Am I right in thinking that the railways in Ire- 
land as well as in England are tending towards oarr}-ing 
bigger quantities, that is to say increasing the capacity of 
their trucks, and tending to a reduction in the present 
rates 7 They are going rather on the American system, 
are they not 7 — I heard they bad been trying large trucks. 

21689. (Chairman.) In Ireland 7 — Yes, I henid some- 
where that they had tried it bnt not with any success. 

21570. {J/r. Remnant.) Jly informaiion is Afferent 
from yours, that they are rather in the initial stages of the 
experiment and that so far as they have gone it tenrls to 
show that they are able to carry at a considerable reduc- 
tion in coat compared with what the5' have been doing in 
the smaller trucks 7 — From what I was told it wa*i in (he 
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MIXUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Str AUx. experimental stage ; th.e gentlcmaa who told me is not 
-Siniu'c, connected with the railways, and he was of opinion that 
/nst c"is’ remunerative. 

21571. Prom your experience do you think that co* 

21 Nov. 1906. operation amongst the farmers in Ireland, like it is amongst 
, the farmers in England, is very difficult to get, but if you 
Oo.opcration. jjjgy would by their own means be enabled to move 

their gooos at considerably cheaper rates than thej’ are 
able to do to-day ? — I tliink if they would co-operate 
undoubtedly they would bring a greater force to bear on 
the railway companies as to reduction of rates. 

21572. {ilr. Davison.) Can you tell us where the 
water borne traffic arising at Coleraine goes to up the 
Lower Bann Navigation 1 — There is none, and never has 
been ; as far as I can find out there has never been any 
traffic up or dovro the Barui worthy of the name. 

21573. I thought a little went to Antrim ’ — No, 
certainly not. 

21574. I notice Antrim is the same distance by water 
from Belfast as it is from Coleraine, and of course Belfast 
would be a better port for obtaining goods, would it not 't — 
The traffic that teaches .4ntrim goes by wav of the Lagan 
Canal. 

21576, From Belfast ? — Yes, but I may say for a 
certainty none of it comes from Coleraine nor does any 
traffic pass from Antrim to Coleraine. 

21576. With regard to the Upper Barrow, I understand, 
os an engineering question, you think a river cannot be 
canalised and at the same time ex rcise its function as a 
drain to its full extent ?— I should not say that as a 
general principle. 

SdrS‘4. 21577. But as regards the Barrow ?-l am speaking of 
° Irelann. You have to look at the geographical circum- 
stances and the physiographicnl circumstances of Ireland. 
You have an island, all round tlie shores of which the hills 
arc massed, and inside those bills you have a great central 
plateau, probably about 300 to 350 feet above sea level, 
which is nearly flat and the rivers that pass from that 
to the sea are undoubtedly wanting improvement to take 
the flood water, and the river water has to be removed 
from tiiat plateau. That is, put in verv round sketchy 
terras, the problem you have to deal with with regard to 
drainage in Ireland. 

21578. And if drainage is to be properly carried out 

the canals ought to be kept dear of these rivets ? I 

think so ; I would not say as an almightv principle every- 
where, but as a general rule in Ireland,' as tar as I have 
seen, it is so. 

21579. Owing to the configuration of the country ? 

Yes. 


21580. {Mr. Herberlson.) I understand you conside 
that the effective drainage of a flooded area, as a rule 
cannot be carried out without interfering with thi 
navigation of the rivers, more particularly the Bann anc 
the Barrow ? — I should say of ttose two rivers. 

21681. We had it in evidence that in the Upper Thames 
which is almost as flat as the central part of Ireland 
there has been slight improvement in the navigatioi 
and also at the same time owing to the regulation o 
the Jocks the flood difficultv has been much lessened h 
recei^yeais ?— Undoubtedly the Thames Conservanci 
havj^proved the discharging power of the various wein 
vep largely. 

21582. Could not that be done in Ireland ’—In placei 
jt might done, and I have quoted the ease of tht 
Bann, for instance. Mr. Dick said it would cost £150 00( 
to do it. That is a very large sum of money, and seeinj 
the navigation is useless, the cheapest way would be tc 
remove the navigation. 

21S83, IMr. Onfith.) I thin], fiere is a strain of ra 
grot in your report at the abandoninenl of three mea 
reotks »hieh hare been eairied onl by Mr. JlaoMihot 
and hia aneraoi. ?— Undoubtedly, ,ny eagmeer, ,itl 
any P™f»sion.l feeling anst fed leliSit to ae, 
splendid works like that have to be condemned. 

21584. Too and I are at one In that ffhal I wm 
arenona to find out from yon was whether y„r 
Narowtions »"™dered th, possiMUties held out b, 

iuid Srainage '^d™ng’s report apeoiallj 

1 am thinkmg of) of retammg the nartgotion ye, 
fuUillmg all the eonditions yon require, for this freedon 
from flood / — I have. 


comljiaeii. 


P21585. Have you framed your oivn estimates for the 
works that would be necessary ? — I have gone into it 
very carefully indeed. 

21586. But they are not in your report, at least I 
could not find them ? — They are not mentioned in mv 
report. I think Mr. Dick, the late engineer of the 
Board of Works, in his last estimate of £150,000 would 
probably be as nearly correct as possible. 

21687. You diink that is a reasonable estimate?— 

It is a reasonable estimate to maintain a five feet navijra- 
tion reducing the heights of the weirs two feet, putting 
in sluices and, of course, enlarging the cliannel as I was 
proposing to do. 

21588. Most of these works in your estimate would have 
to be carried out whether tlie navigation was retained 
or not. I think I am right in that ; the keynote of the 
position from the drainage point of view is the removal 
of the Camroa Weir and the Portna Weir ? Yes. 

21689. Those are small items in your estimate ? 

Very small. 

21590. Bub they must bo coupled with a certain 
amount of rock excavation ? — Undoubtedly. The channel 
from the Cults to Carnroe must be very largely 
increased j it was never made big enough. 

21591. Everyone is united in taking that line ?— 

Yes. You will see a large item of £10,000 for the weir 
at Toome ; whether you keep the navigation going or 
not, that must be reconstructed. 

21592. That is exactly what I wanted to clear up— 
what are the expenditures common to either of these 
schemes and what are really necessary to be carried 
out The Toome Weir is essential ; there is unity of 
opinion that the level of Lough Neagh must be main- 
tained at the summer level or what is called the summer 
level, and therefore the £10,000 remains in item of No. 10 ? Expeudii-.:i 
— Yes, and the next one. If I go down the report I 
will tell you which ate common at once. No. 1. 
Lowering weirs and salmon gaps etc., £2,000. I t.hmi- 
that would be common. No. 2. Excavation, £2,500. 

That ia common. No. 3. Excavation in the river from 
the Cults to the upper end of Logan’s shoal, £7,000. 

That is common. No. 4. Excavation in river from the 
upper end of Logan’s shoal £11,000 — tliat ia common. 

No. 5. Excavation at the month of the Agivey Rivei' 

£660 — that is common. No. 6. Removal of the Camrop 
Weir is not common. 

21593. That destroys the navigation ? — That destroys 
the navigation. Then item No. 7 : Bemoval of tlie 
Portna Weir destroys the navigation. No. 8 : Rook ex- 
cavation at Portna between the weir and the navigable 
channel 14,000 cubic yards at 6s.— £3,500— that is 
not common. That is a part necessary for my project. 

21594. That is necessary also for the drainage, is 
it not ? — It is necessary for the drainage but not necessary 
for the navigation. Aa to that large item No. 9 that, 
of course, is common, lhat is essential 

21695. Therefore the only items, as for as I can make 
out, which kill the navigation are these items of £1,000 
and £700 for the removal of these two weirs ? — Un- 
doubtedly ; there is no doubt about that. 

21598. Then the difference between maintaining the 
navigation on Mr. Dick’s estimate of £150,000, which 
appears to me somewhat high in comparison with Mn 
hlanmng’s, would be works to take the place of these two Rjimrt lit 
^irs, I suppose, sluice weirs or sometliing of that kind 1— Mr. Diet. 

I can show you ; there is the report which was presented 19W- 
W Parliament by hlr. Dick. {Shouring the same to the 
Commissioner.) 

21597. I only wanted to discover whether you could 
your own profeasioual experience substitute works 
for the removal of these two weirs which would still 
give us the power of retaining the navigation if it hereafter 
was found necessary, and yet meet all the requirements 
of flooding— that is to say instead of spending £1,700 
m destroying the navigation, spending some sum of 
money £20,000 or £30,000 it may be — in providing 
slmce weirs at these parts ’—You will see if you look 
over that report of Mr. Dick’s that there are a great 
things he thinks necessary for the navigation 
which I do not think necessary for the drainage purposes, 
and ttat ia how the difference arises between my £76,000 
and his £150,000, although there ia another remarkable 
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tiling that 1 J»ave increased all my ptices for excavation 
over and above what Mr. Dick or Sir. Gamble ever thought 
necessary. 

215C8. It was really beeause 1 was under the im- 
nression that my friend Mr. Dick had taken an exaggerated 
view of this navigation problem that I asked you the 
question whether you yourself had looked into the main- 
tenanceof this na\-igatio» as part scheme of improvement ? 

j did, and I am inclined, if I wore retaining the navigation, 

to agree with Mr. Dick, the only thing being that probably 
instead of being £130,000 it would have to be some 
larger figure owing to the increase of price for excavation. 

21599. You have very grapliically told us the history of 
this navigation and drainage work, and brought us up to 
the period of the Allport Commission, which recommended 
that the matter should he referred to the counties in- 
terested. As you very properly remarked, . those were the 
days of the Grand Juries when the Grand Juries were 
gpecially interested in land and drainage work, and were 
not at ^1 intei'ested in navigation questions ? — Yes. 

21600. Mr. Gamble’s estimate of £65,000 then followed, 
as you have shown me, and that was the basis of the 
Government Bill to which you referred ? — That is so. 

21601. In 1888 ?— In 1889, 

21602. The first Bill was in 1888 ? — ^Yes, and then there 
was another Bill in 1889. 

21603. I wished to draw attention to the difference 
between these two Bills ; I do not know whether you know 
the dift'erence between them 1 — I do not know the differ- 
ence between the two Bills ; I have only seen the later one. 

21604. The first Bill wiped out the navigation com- 
pletely whOe the second left the navigation in abeyance 
iis it were. That was the sop I may say given to some of 
, Ihe opponents of the scheme with the hope of carrying it 

through. You do nob know anything of the particulars of 
1 that, so I need not ask you ? — No, I know nothing about 

it, further than what is on the Notes. 

21605. We had the Chairman of the Coleraine Harbour 
Board before us in Ireland and be stated his board was 
naturally apprehensive that the increased ourrent caused 
by the removal of the weirs would allow more detritus 
f into their harbour than before, You yourself do not 

j consider that there is much in that ? — Very little. 

21600. You think the increased velocity will sweep it 
through the harbour ? — It will sweep the harbour out and 
the long length of 9 miles which would practically remain 
for navigation purposes as it is now will be a silt trap for 
.V .1 anything that comes down, not that any has ever come 
I down yet. 

21607. Is it not the fact that Lough Beg is at present a 
trap ? — Yes. 

21608. And if we remove the Portna Weir there is a 
possibility of a deeper channel being formed through 
Lough Beg than exists at present ? — I do not think it will 
be much deeper than the original channel proposed. 

21609. Certainly not, but do you not think the present 
3 feet 6 inch channel which you found difficulty in navi- 
gating would be increased ? — It would be increased a little. 

21610. By the freshes over the weir at Toome ? — I 
think the effect will be that Lough Beg, excepting in very 
large floods, will become dry land, and you will have the 
liver eoui'se running through it along the line of Mr. 
Manning’s navigation channel. 

21611. And instead of the deposit settling in Lough 
Beg it will be carried fxirther down the river ? — If any 
deposit comes over Toome Weir, it will- 

21612. It is the deposit that is filling up Lough Beg ? — 
It is to a large extent. 

21613. One of the criticisms I have seen of your Eeport 
has been that there will etiU be considerable expenditure 
on drainage works, and I would like to ask your opinion 
upon that ; that £1,000 a year that is spent upon the 
navigation and drainage will not be altogether wiped 
out hy the works you propose ? — No, the drainage works 
will have to be maintained in the future, of course. 

21614. There will not be a full saving of this amount ! — 
No. 

21616. (Mr. Orossley.) Assuming that you lower Toome 
Weir, how do you propose to maintain the summer 
level of the lake V If you lower it 2 feet will you not 
lower the summer level 2 feet, and the summer level is 


already too low? — I beg pardon; 1 did not propose 
to lower it. and I do not know anyone else who has pro- 
posed to lower it. 

21616. I thought that was part of the proposal ?— - - 

No ; people do not take the trouble to read my Report, 21 A'or. 1906 
and so there is great misapprehension with regard to that 
part of it. 

21617. I have read it ? — I beg your pai-don ; that 
appears rude, but other people have made the same 
mistake. 

21618. I thought you said so to-day ? — Oh no. The 
proposal of Mr. Barton, 5Ir. Dick, and others has been to 
lower the weirs below Toome at Portna, at Movanagher, 
and at Camroe 2 feet to introduce sluices. 

21619. Toome Weir would remain? — Certainly; it 
must remain ; for "the reason that everyone sees patent, 
without you destroy the whole of the navigation coming 
into Lough Neagh. 

21620. Do you propose to put sluices on Toome Weir ? 

— No, I propose to put a sluice in the present lock, making 
use of the present look that comes out of the lake. 

21621. How do you account for Lough Bog being so 
full of silt when there is such a large deposit area in Lough 
Neagh ? — I think it is a very shallow expanse of water, 
it is full of weeds, and it is gradually silting up, there is a 
drainage area all round it, and anything that comes in is 
caught among the weeds. 

21622. Supposing the scheme of canals in Ireland was 
dropped, do you not think the railway rates would become 
veiy intolerable ? Is it not necessary that canal com- Necessity 
pjtition should be kept up to keep down the railway rates ? of i-aiml 
— I think not. cmuiietition. 

21623. Do you think that if the canals stopped their 
competition the railways would lower their rates ? — I am 
not prepared to say they would lower their rates, or that 
they would not, but 1 do not see how keeping up the 
canals will have any other effect than competing with the 
railways, and the railwa}'* are the live things ; the canals 

21624. We have a good deal of evidence to show that the 
canals have had a great effect on railway rates ! — They 
may have possibly in some places. Take, for instance, the 
navigation of the Lower Bann, I could not find a tittle of 
evidence to prove that the existence of an effete naviga- 
tion had had anything to do with the railway rates. 

21625. Not an effete navigation, as no doubt that one 
is at present, but I take the other canals ; you do not 
seem to encourage canals in Ireland, and you say there 
is not room for them ? — I do not think they can be carried 
on as a commercial success. 

21626. Supposing a quantity of minerals were found on 
the Upper Shannon and the districts up there, and there 
seems to be some idea that coal may exist thero in 
quantities, do you think that could be developed without 
the existence of water carriage near by ? — In the case of a 
coalfield, undoubtedly ; as Brindley said to the Duke 
of Bridgewater in the year 1760. “A canal could always 
be made to pay if there was a coalfield at the end of 
it.” We engineera know that perfectly weU, and if there 
were the Kilkenny coal it might be possible. 

21627. Is it not your opinion that trade follows means 
of communication ? — Very largely. 

21628. Should we not be doing an injustice to Ireland 
if instead of enconraging means of communication we 
rather restricted them ? — I wonld not suggest to this 
Commission that you should restrict any means of com- 
munication in Ireland. 

21629. I think you will excuse me when I say that I 
think the general trend of your evidence was to show 
that in your opinion ccmals might as well die out ? — That 
is the case. 

21630. That would be restricting means of communiea- 
tion, would it not ? — No ; it would be allowing the 
natural law of supply and demand to work out. May I 
reply to your question that you put to me just now as 
to the possible development of the Kilkenny coalfield ? 

Supposing a gentleman wishing to invest his money 
came to me with that problem and put it before me I 
should consider myself very unfair to him, and very 
mad as an engineer if I proposed any other means of 
communication than a railway at the present time. 
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JUXUTES OP EVIDENCE : 


Sir Alex, 21631. Is it your opinion tliat railway carriage is 
P/mTp ^ clieaper than water carriage ? — Xo, not per se. 

Inef.C.E'. _21632. {Jlr. Eillich) I understood from what you 

said that you had not giren any special attention to the 

21 Nov. 1906. (luestions placed before this Commission with regard to 
the English canals ? — Xo. 

21033. Therefore I will not ask you any questions on 
that subject I take it your views as regards Irish 
canals are conditionetl by' the limitation that in your 
judgment they should be a commercial success for the 
money spent upon them ? — Yes. 

21034. And that if they were lai^ly developed and 
improved at the public expense they would be a burden 
on the public on the one baud as against lowering the 
railway rates on the other ?— Tliat is so ; you have 
put my view very clearlj', that if tlie canals were developed 
they must compete of necessity uith the railways. 

21035. (Sir Francis Sopuvod.) I wanted to ask you 
whether your letter of instructions dated 25th April, 
1905, is scheduled to this Report ? — It is not. 

R 21636. Is there any objection to putting in a copy ? 
—Not the slightest ; it is left in a wry vague way. I may 
say, however, I had no special instructions ; the letter 
i received from Mi-. Long through Sir James Dougherty is 
of a 1-ery general character, and I will send the Secretary a 
copy if you would like to see it. 

21637. Does it recite the reasons for the inquiry upon 
which you were emploj-ed ?— Xo, I do not remember 
that it does. 

21638. Then I do not tliink I want it ; I would rather 
that you would be good enough to tel! us what Jed up 

to your apiwintment to do this important piece of work ’ 

That is exceedingly easy. Tlie t hief Secretary addressed 
the i^cretary to the Institution of Civil Engineers asking 
the Council to nominate someone to enquire into the 
question of the flooding on the River Bann and on Lough 
Xeagh ; my colleagues did me the honour to mention 
my name to Sir. Long, and ilr. Long sent for me to his 
private room and asked if I would undertake tlie work I 
said ‘Yes,” and he saitl, “ Then vou irill be placed in 
commumcatioii with the Boai-d of Public Works in Ireland 
and give us j-our best opinion as to what we ought to do.’’ 

216.39. I assume that the question, of flooding was 
brought to the attention of the Irisli Government by the 
Jandlonls m the neighbourhood of the Bann Where was 
the motive force to hold this enciuiiy ? Was it in com- 
plamts received from landlords and others living in the 
neighbourhood of the Navigation ?— Undoubtedly ■ for 
T®fv teen complaints to every Chief Secretorv. 

I think, that has held oJfice since the Monok Commission 
on this subject— annual reports and deputations to the 
Lord-Lieutenant to get rid of this question of flooding. 

21640. (ChainiMn.) Would it he troubling you too 
much to ask y^ to take care that oui- secretary has 
a copy of the Terms of Reference to the Comnhssion 
supply 

21641. And we may ask that we should see some of 
the evidence ? — It is quite at your disposal. 

(The Sec^farp read the following etaUment svlmitied bn 
the Bann Dramage Committee, dated November 1006 ) ^ 


Statement of 
Drainage^ 


SULmml 1, CommiUti 

Nocember, 1906. ’ 

Tins Comniittee was nominated and appointed by a 
public ineeting of the occupiers of the lands flooded bv 
the inundations of the wafers of Lough Neagh and the 
Lpper Bann m the neighbourhood of Portfdown for 
the pj^ose of promoting the drainage of the district 
and the relief of these lands from flooding 

The attention of this Committee baa been called to 
certain evidence^ given before the Royal Commissi^ 
patera-ays m Belfast in October last on 
behalf of the Coleraine Harbour Commissioners and 
other interests supporting the mamtenance. of the es^t 
r navigation on the Lower Bann 

nrer. This Committee disehums any desire or inten- 
tion to oppose the mamtenance, extension, and deve m 
ment of navigation works on the inland waters o/Ss 
country, rmd it is strongly in favour of such worts wh^! 
they can he earned out and maintained with due regard 
to general interests of the community ® “ 

But the Committee ml to cdl the .tleufioa of the 


Commtaioueie to the lii.tory ,„,1 p,cat eooditi„™ 
of the Lower Bann navigation system. It was 
jected in the year 1845, in connection with a spb!™' 
for the drainage of the whole catchment area of I i 
Neagh ; and the combined drainage and navigafron 
works proved mutually to fmstrato each the intt 
with which tlie otlier ivas planned. Either apart fr 
the other, might possibly with some modification b.T 
proved successful, together they have been luutusT 
destructive of the benefits promised to the ptonictel 
by tlie Board of Public Works, which can-ied out m 
as planned tlie undertaking. ' 

These Navigation -works have proved from tlie fir.t 
1 costly, and egregious failure 

whilst their existence is a serious and infurious obstacle 
to the effective di-amage of the district. As a uronf 
of the inutility of this navigation system, and the 
futility of maintaining it, ivo refer you to tlio returns 
mi^e from year to year to the county councils of Antrim 
and Derry (formerly to the Grand Juries of these couatiesl 
of the expenses of maintaining the works, and of the 
tolls received for the waterborne traflSe passing tlirousb 
tliem. It will be observed that the cost of their main 
terrace often exceeds one tliousand pounds vearh- 
year received are under /i/lp pounds pe^ 

Members of this Committee are intimately acquainted 
TOth the water-borne traffic of Lough Neagh and we 
beg to call your attention to the fact that whilst thou- 
SMda of tons of water-borne traflic are passing over the 
Upper Bann navigation system through Lough Neagh 
and into and out of the Lagan Canal, the Neivry Canal 
and the Blaokwater, probably not one hundred tons in 
the ye^ passes over tire Lower Bann navigation si-stem 
from Toome to Coleraino, costing for maintenance one 
thousand pounds. It would be cheaper for the counties 
involved in tbs outlay to pay for the conveyance of 
th^ petty traffic free by the railways. 

From an extensive acquaintance ivith the conditions 
necessary to a successful water-borne traflic in this 
country, and knou-ing the districts supposed to be served 
by the navigation in question this Committee expi-esses 
Its stro^ conviction that there is no_prospeot of the 
Lower Barm navigation system becoming of any real 
utility to the community that would justify its con- 
tinued maintenance under the ciroumstancee j and we 
submit that the interests of the large tracts of lands 
now flooded by their mamtenance should prevail in 
their mi^fication and alteration so as to allow the 
watere of Lough Neagh to pass fi-eely to the sea through 
the Lower Bann. 

At the same time we strongly support the maintenance 
of the existiug summer level of Lough Neagh. 

Sign^ by order of and on behalf of the Portadown 
Jsann Drainage Committee. 

Henet Richasdson, 

Honomrij Secret^. 

Town Hall, Portadown, 
Kovei^er 15<A, 1906. 
^ould the Royal Commissioners wish, any of the 
following members of the comniittee could attend the 
^toment°vk^'^ evidence supporting the above 

Addresses, all of Portadown 

Thomas Shillihotok-, Esq., J.P. 

Cr.arles Johnston, Esq., i.P. 

John Colun, Esq., J.P. 

Henky Richardson. 

21641(a). (Mr. Griffith.) My Lord, might I ask the 
witness whether the Bann Drainage Committee lias any 
connection with the Lough Neagh Drainage Trustees or 
the Lower Bann Navigation Trustees I— 

21642. (IFttoesa.) If your Lordship wiU allow me. I can 
explam thi^ because these gentlemen ha-ve appeared before 
^ on the Dramage Commission. This is a private Com- 
mtfoe of gentlemen mterested in flooded lands on the shore 
oug Neagh in the neighbourhood of Portado-s-n. 
ihere axe eweral of these committees ; there is another 
* Lower Bann whom we int^iowed last lear 
and whom we aUo had before us in Beffast last week. 

21643. (Mr. OriffUh.) I only wished that there should be 
no confusion between this Committee and the Trustees » 
—they are not Trustees. 

3'ie Witness toittdrew. 
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Mr. Edward Greek, called ; and Examined. 


•21644. {Chairman.) Your are a practising member of 
the Irish Bar and a Justice of tbe Peace ?— Yea. 

21643. Were you an Assistant Legal Land Cominis- 
tfioner for sixteen years ? — Yea. 

21646. Previotis to 1881 did you practice aa a solicitor 
in the town of Ncwry for twenty-seven years ? — I did. 

21647. Were you professionally engaged in the pro- 
motion of the existing direct line of railway from Newry to 
the city of Artnagh ? — I was. 


traffic from those inland counties pass through the Port of Mr. Eihmrd 
Newry via the Ulster Canal ? — Yes. all inland traffic (trier, 
from Monaghan, Clones, Armagh, Dungannon, Omagh A-mirfant 
an'l all that district passed through the Port of Newry. Eand 

21667. You mean all for export ? — All for export. sionrr. 

21668. Was the Canal then in a perfectly navigable Wr l!Wf 

condition ? — In a very good navigable condition. " ' ' ' 


21669. You 
Yes. 


speaking 


of the Ulster Canal ? — L'i iter Canal. 


•21C48. And also the railway from Newry to Greenore 21670, Did it afford great facilities for the transport of 
and other projects for the improvements of the naviga- nurchnndise which came down to Newry? — It did. 
tion of Carlingford Lough and the port of Newry ? — Yes. There is a quay at Newry of almost a mile long and 

21649. Did the Customs of the port of Ne-wry a hundred brought do^vn in lighters and 

years ago exceed those of the port of Belfast ? — They did s'a'PP®'^ from those quays. 

very much. 21671. Did that afford a return cargo for vessels 

21650. Is Carlingford Lough, the entrance to the port fi‘^9oenting the Port of Newry !— Y’es. the return cargoes 
of Newry, a large sheltered and land-locked harbour ?— ®ther merchandise. They 

jt jg_ could always get a return cargo. 


21651. Is it capable of navigation by vessels of large Potatoes and grain ?— The outward cargoes con- 

tonnage which can enter it at all states of the tide ?— Yes. prop-wood, oats, and potatoes. 

i:i662. Will you tell us something about the Commission 21673. I think you misunderstood my question; I 
OH Harbours of Refuge Report ?— The Commission on whether the vessels frequenting the Port of Newry 

Harbours of Refuge some time in the fifties reported that certain of a return cargo by what came down from 

Carlingford Lough was the beat natural Harbour of Refuge Ulster Canal ?— Yea. 

«.m the east coast of Ireland between Dublin and Belfast 21674. And that consisted of potatoes and grain ? — 
and that it could be made capable, by some improvement And prop-wood. 

at the entrance, of receiving vessels and affording refuge -’KiTo. And granite ?— Yes. granite setU in large 
to vessels of very large tonnage. quantities. 

21653. Was that report ever acted upon? — It was 21676. Were the freights very reasonable? — They 
never acted upon- were, on that account. 


21654. Between 1867 and 1873 ivas a loan advanced 21077. How was the capital supplied for the railway 
by the Treasury to the Harbour of Carlingford Lough which was constructed from Belfast to Portadown, 
Commissioners ? — Yes, there was a sum of £80,000 Armagh, and Monaghan ? — I do not know what the 
advanced for the purpose of improving the entrance to the oxaot capital was, but it was mainly subscribed by the 
harbour by cutting away a bar which existed there and merchants of Belfast and it was constructed in the first 
making a tleep channel into the.hnrbour 600 feet ■wide by instance as far as Portadown, then it was continued to 
which vessels of almost any tonnage can enter the harbour. Drogheda and from Drogheda to Dublin- 


21655. Does that enable the London and Northwestern 
Railway boats to come up to Greenore ! — That led to the 
construction of the Newry and Greenore Railway and the 
works at Greenore Harbour by the London and North 
Western Railway Company and there is now established 
a daily sailing from Greenore to Holyhead. 

21656. That is a service at all times of the tide ?— 
-4t all times of the tide. 

21657. How was the expense home ? — Although that 
was a great national improvement the expense was really 
‘ borne by the Port of NeuTy. 

21657. Do you mean that the loan was repaid ? — The 
loan was repaid by the taxation of the vessels entering 
I the harbour. 

1 21859. That fell ou aU the shipping, that going to 

[ Newry as well as that going to Greenore ? — Yes. 

i 21660. What was proved in the evidence taken before 

the Parliamentary Committee on the Newry and Greenore 
■ Bill ? — It was proved that the route to Greenore was the 

i best means of transit for the maUs for the North of Ireland 

I from Holyhead and that has now been recently established 

1 ' for some of the mails are going that way. 

• ^ 21661. We have already heard something about the 

■ ^ Newry Ship Canal ; it is about four miles in length ? — 

It is about four miles from the Victoria Look into the to'wn 
of Newry. 

21662. It is capable of admitting vessels laden with 
considerable tonnage ? — It is a very large Canal and can 
I bring in. vessels of very considerable tonnage. 

I 21663. They can get up as far as the Albert Basin in 

i the town of Newry ? — Yes, they can get up to the Albert 

Basin and the Albert Basin connects with the inland 
I navigation of the Ulster Canal. 

1 21664. And so with Portadown, Longh Neagh and 

so on ? — On to Enniskillen. 

21665. At all events as far as aoncs and also to Belfast? 
— Yes, it is a total distance of forty-se'ven miles. 

21666. I need not ask you about the Ulster Canal. At 
the time the Ulster Canal was made did ail the seaborne 


21678. Did that divert this traffic which used to come 
to Newry ? — It did. 

21679. And thus the traffic from the Ulster Canal to 
the Port of Ne^vry has gradually decreased ? — It, has and 
the Canal it is almost unused now. 

21680. You are not prepared to speak liigbly of the 
present condition of the Ulster Canal ? — It is not in a 
very satisfactory condition. 

21681. I do not know whether you wish to sav any- 
thing ns to the state of the Newry Navigation from Porta- N«wvy 
down. Is that in a good condition ? — Not at all ; it is 
not in a perfect condition but it is not so bad as some 
other portions of the canal. It is not at all in an efficient 
condition. 

21682. I see something in your proof about a tendency 
for the traffic from Lurgan and other places which had 
been previously served by canal at Moira to be carted to 
Belfast ? — Yos, that is the Lagan branch of the canal from 
Moira to Belfast. 

21683. What has caused that ? — I connect that in this 
way, when that part of the canal was in a good con- 
dition that traffic was all carried by canal from the hnen 
manufacturing districts of Lui^an, Sloira and Lisburn to 
Belfast, and they got their coals out in that way to the 
mills. 

21684. What prevents that now ? — The Lagan Canal is 
not used now and it all goes by railway. 

21685. Do you say the Lagan Canal is not used ? — 

Not to Moira and those places as it used to be. 

21686. The Lagan Canal has been held up to us as the 
one prosperous concern in Ireland with the single ex- 
ception of the Grand Canal ? — I do not mean to convey 
that it is not prosperous but it is not at all being worked 
as it used to be worked. I have known, for in- 
stance, owing to the rates that were put on by the 
railway and the canal not being suitable, the Lurgan 
merchants were obliged actually to cart their linens into 
Belfast, 

21687. Sir John Dorington.) How many miles is that ? 

— About 15 miles. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


21G 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Mt. Eimard 216SS. ((7Sa!V?7ion.) I see you also mention WaiiDgstown 
and Donaglicloney ? — Those are adjacint tovnia. 

Lqial Lniid 210S9. Quite near Lurgan ? — They are linen centres of 
Coiiimk- the County of Armagh. 

^ 21690. Tlie traffic going from Lurgan has, first of all, 

21 jVov, 1906. go on to Lough Neagh ? — No, it would go to 
Moira and get on the Lagan Canal at Moira. 

21691. Near Moira ? — Yes. 

21692. We hove had that explained to us in evidence 
from Lui'gan. There is a veiy bad conimunieation be- 
tween Lurgan and the Lagan Canal ? — It is a country 
road. 

Lagau Canal. 21093. You attribute the diminished traffic to bad 
administration of the Lagan Canal itself ?— Not altogether 
to that. 


21694. Did the merchants of Monaghan, Clones, and 
the city of Armagh promote a Bill in 1859 ?— They 
did ; they promoted a Bill for the construction of a 
direct line of railway from the Port of Newry to Armagh. 
The line of Railway that existed at that time and exists 
still, was a line from Newry to Portadown and from Porta- 
down to Armagh round the two sides of a triangle, and 
they promoted a Bill for a line to go across the base 
of the triangle from Newiy to Armagh direct. 

21695. Was that project actively opposed by Belfast 
interests ? — It was actively opposed by the Great Northern 
Railway Company supported by Belfast interests ; 
it was nominally iu the name of the Great Northern 
Railway Company, but assisted by Belfast merchants. 

21606. MTiat was the result ?— At that time I was 
solicitor for the Bill and the Bill was passed, but it was 
passed with a clause which proved to be disastrous to 
the Company. There was an observatory at Armagh 
and the Great Northern, then the Ulster, RaUway Com- 
pany induced the goyemors of the observatory to 
petition against the Bill on the ground that we came 
too close to the observatory and interfered with the 
instruments, and we found under the advice of counseJ, 
Sir. Calvert, that we should be obliged to move 
our station if we got our Bill. We had to 
submit to the terms put upon us, and they were these, 
that instead of building a separate station at Armagh a 
greater distance from the observatory than the one 
we had proposed, we should use the station of the Greet 
Northern Railway Company for the purposes of our 
traffic. We had to consent to that, and when we got 
our line made, and they got us into the station they 
treated our traffic in such a way that it was impossihle 
to carry on business. 

21697. Yon mean the traffic that would have come 
to NeuTy was diverted to Belfast ?— It was all diverted 
to Belfast, and they did it in this way, if we sent 
a ton of coak from Newry to Arma^, a distance of 
21 miles, the rate would be 2s. 6d.. and if a ton of coals 
was coming from Belfast to Armagh a much longer 
distance, the rate would be 2s. 6d., but when our ton 
of coals got into the station at Armagh and was 
destined for Monaghan or aones or any station beyond 
Armagh upon the Great Northern Company’s system 
our ton of coals would be charged 2s. 6d., whereas a 
ton of coals from Belfast would he charged 1s so that 
practically closed the Port of Newry to the coal traffic 
to that distnct. 


21698. What happened after the Nenty to Armae 
Ime was completed and opened for traffic ’—That 
what happened. We found very soon that we eou 
not earn money to pay our shareholders, and we cou! 
not put a stop to this. We applied to the Court of Queen 
Be^h m Ireland for an Order to compel the Gre 
Northern Railway Company to take all our throngh trafl 
from ^magh to stations on their system at equal mileaj 
rates the Court decided that there was no power ^ 
the Irish Railway Acts to enable them to give us ai, 
such o^er. that whilst we could get such m Order i 
Angland we could not get it in Ireland. 

21609. Were you also advised to bring an aoHon , 
law agaiMt the Great Northern Railway Company fi 
damages .—Yes, we had no other alternative and y 
brought an action at law for £10,000 (a test actioi 

at the Arma^ station, and after a week’s trial before 
special jury we got a verdict for £3.600. That did n 


stop it hoiiuvor, and the same thing went on again 
luitil the debenture bulders put a rece-'ver ovw tk e 
and we had to sell the line as a ruined insolveS con J^ 
and the Great Northern Company, who u-ere the o i ' 
persons to pui'okase, purchased it. ' 


21700. In the year 1880 did you join Lord Kilmorov 
tlie oivner of Nowry and the then member for Newry anVf 

several Newry mercliants in promoting a Bill ? I ° 

21701. What was that for ?— We promoted a Bill for 
the purpose of doing away wth the existing canal from 
Newry to the sea and dredging the bed of the Newiy river 
I think you have already been told something of fo- 
Mr. Barton. We promoted that Bill in order to open ui 
the port of Newiy right into the town and do away with 
the existing canal '' 

21702. Was a Public Harbour Trust to be formed 
A public Harbour Trust was to be formed and we were to 
raise the money by the issue of Debentures and buy up a l 
the existing interests of the port The capital nroDDSPrf 
under that Bill was £210,000, and out of that capi^ we 
were to pay the existing canal company £72,000, and 
we were to pay a Board of Works loan of £34,000 and 
with the balance we were to effect these improvements 
That would have opened up the port and made it equal 
to My port in Ireland. Certainly it was only a question 
of dredging. 

21703. Would vessels drawing 20 feet of water have 
been able to arrive and depart from the quays at Newry ’ 
—At all times of the tide. That was the achenio 


21704. Did the Bill receive the sanction of Parliament ? 

— It did. Lord Frederick Cavendish was then at the 
Treasury, and he agreed to give us the amount that we 
tequii-ed forworlis, which was £102,000, and he also agreed 
to give us or to allow to remain on security of the tolls the 
£34,000 due to the Board of Works, and there was the 
£72,000 to be paid for the existing company. We offered 
to give them Debentures for that but about one-tenth of 
them would not accept the Debentures unless they were 
to have priority over the Treasury loan. Lord Frederick 
Cavent.ish could not do that, and at firat he said he could 
only give us £102,000 the amount necessary for the carrying 
out of the works, and that it was unprecedented for the 
Treasuiy to advance money for the purchase of an existing 
undertaking. These debenture holdera held out and we 
went to Lord Frederick Cavendish again and he said that 
as it seemed to be a very great publio improvement lie 
would stretch a point and allow his security to rank pari 
pasau with that of these dissentient shareholders. 

They would not agree to that and tlie sclieme fell through. 

21705. Have you read the evidence given before the 
Commission by Mr. Thomas Iiwin, the Chairman of the f/r. V. 
present Newry Harbour Trust f— I have. /■•Wp. : 

21700. That was on the subject of the proposed line of u 
light railway from the town of Newry to Tjman and its ' 
connection with the port of Newry ?— Mr. Thomas Irwin 
is, at present, as he told jreut Lordship, the ChfliTmftn of 
the Newry Harbour Trust, and I quite agree that 
Mr. Irwin on his port exercised a very sound discretion in 
purchasing up the canal for £32,000 that we were to have 
paid £72,000 for, but I certainly do not agree with him in 
his ideas about investing £208,000 in making a line of 
railway from Newiy to Tynan which would not serve the 
port of Newry in the slightest degree. 

21i07. I forget where Tynan is? — It is beyond 
Armagh, near to the canal There is a narrow gauge 
railway from Tynan, which is called tho Cbgher VaDey 
Railway, going to a plaoe caUed Maguire’s Bridge, and 
Mr. Irwin’s scheme, if I may call it so, was to extend 
^t line from Tynan through Armagh and Keady. 
into the town of Newry. The distance between Ready 
Md Armagh, with tho exception of two miles to the 
W«tward of Newry, is a barren mountain, and is not 
capable of yielding any traffic whatever. They suc- 
ceeded in getting a clause into their Bill that the town 
of Newry was to guarantee £60,000 towards the con- 
stmotion of that work. That is about five years ago; 
they have been working with the Bill ever since, but 
they have not been able to get a contractor to take up 
toe works, and at last they have got a promise from 
Parliament of £76,000 as a supplementary grant. That 
IS all they have towards making that line, but it would 
never serve the town of Newry in the slightest degree. 
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That line would be exposed to tho Great Northern Rail- 
way Cotopany’s opposition from Tynan to Belfast on one 
side, and from Armagh to Bundalk and Greenore on the 
other, and 1 cannot see how it could live. 

21708. That is scarcely a matter for this Commiasien ; 
what is more a matter for this Commission is that it 
would interfere with the Navigation ? — It certainly 
would; it would cut the Ulster Canal at Tynan. 

21709. Is Tynan on the Ulster Canal ? — Yes. 

21710. You think it would injure the Ulster Canal ? 
—It would, and my suggestion is that that £75,000 in- 
stead of being thrown away on a railway that would 
never pay should be applied towards the improvement 
of the port of Newry. 

j 21711. What is your suggestion? What do you 
I'Flstw needed in that part of Ulster ? — I tbini- 

, the improvement of the canal, restoring it to its old state 

of efBoiency, is what is most needed. 

21712. You do nob agree with the evidence given by 
Sir Alexander Bionie this morning 1 — I do not indeed. 
I happen to know a great deal about the drainage of 
that district, os I sat for some years as legal chairman 
of the Ulster Land Commission, and I have heard cases 
upon that very district of tho drainage. I am sure I 
am not exaggerating in saying that I have heard at least 
a thousand oases in that neighbourhood. 

"/ 21713. You would probably have agreed still less if 

Mr.B. you had heard Mr. Plows’ evidence yesterday. Would 
you he in favour of abandoning the construetion of tho 
Newry and T3man Railway ? — I would. 
el sf j. 21714. What would you do with regard to the £75,000 
promised by the Treasury towards its completion ? — 
I would apply it towards improving the port of Newry 
and improving the canal from Newry to Lough Neagh. 


21715. Have you any other suggestion to make in .1/r. Jirluxri-d 
place of the proposition to make a light railway from Lnor, 
Tynan to Newry ? — If such should ever he necessary 

I conceive it would be very much more cheaply done Lewd 

probably for £25,000 — by inserting a third rail into the 
system of the Great Northern Railway from Tynan 
to NewTy, so that the traflic of the light railway 21 A'or. 1806. 
from Clogher could he carried through without inter- , 
niption to the port of Newry. The Great Northern 
Railway do not run more than four or five trains, if so 
many, either way daily upon the line, so there would be 
no difficulty as to running powers. 

21716. Since this question was raised, railway com- 
munication with Keady is going to be established by a 
new line, which is almost completed ’—Yes, from 
Armagh to Keady, Castleblaney and Dundalk in 
connexion with Greenore. 

21717. Is there anything ehe that you would wish to 
bring before the Commission ? — I do not know that 
there is ; they are purely local matters. 

21718. (5tV Jofin Brunner.) You told us the tonnage of 
the ships that could navigate that 4 miles ship canal was 
considerable. Give us a little better idea, will you ?— I 
should say up to 700 tons. 

21719. Do you recollect the width and depth of that 
ship canal ? — I think you have that in the evidence of 
Mr. Barton who was the engineer of the scheme ; I do 
not recoOect it exactly. Your Lordship will perhaps 
allow me to read four lines from the Newry Harbour 
Act of 1880 ; it is in the Preamble : “ Whereas it 

would be a public and local advantage that the Navigation 
of Carlingford Lough and the Newry River should be im- 
proved and that the works hereinafter mentioned should 
be constructed.” Those are the works I referred to, and 
j\Ir. Barton has also referred to them. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. David Sheblock, called; and Examined. 


21720. [Chairman.) Y'ou resido neat TuUamoro ? 

That is BO. 

21721. And during fifteen years have you traded on the 
Grand Canal and Royal Canal ? — Yes. 
irauiCauui. 21722. On tho present condition of the Grand Canal 
■ what have you to say ? — I am sorry to say the present 
condition is not good, and it is getting worse. They have 
taken off the dredger they used to have there ; the last 
time I saw the dredger was sir yeais ago, and since then 
they have not done any dredging. Its management, I 
am sorry to say, is going back. This summer I have been 
unable to pass along the canal with 3 feet 9 in., some of 
my boats, and I saw the Grand Canal Company’s boats 
taking porter right out of the vessel, and putting it on the 
side. 

21723. Are the turning places choked up ? — Yes. 

\ 21724. And have you had to dredge and clear your 
own turning places ? — Yea. 

21725. What is the condition of the bridges in King's 
county ! — They are a perfect obstruction to any traffic ; 

. they ere enormously high and with a sudden rise. They 
were built 100 years ago and they are 100 years behind 
date. 

21726. Are there any proper facilities for loading and 
unloading ? — Absolutely none in most places. 

21727. Have you had to make your own jetty and keep 
it in repair ? — Yes. It is right to say they gave me some 
wood which was not suitable for it. 

21728. -\nd you provide your own loading machinery ? 
— I do ; I have a railway down to my own place, and I 
have my own traction engines and wagons. 

21729. Ate there any cranes at TuUamoro ? — There is 
one crane, but it is generally surrounded with timber and 
it is unusable. I have to take out all my peat moss by 
hand. 

21730 We have already been told about the importance 
of effecting a kind of junction between railway and canal 
where they come in contact so that traffic can be trans- 
ferred from one to the other ; do you desire that ? — 
That is the main point of my evidence in one respect, and 
336-11. 


if your Lordship had time I would like to say a word Mr. Dnxid 
about it, but if not, I merely say that there is a potential !>hfr!oc]:, 

■ traffic, and there is a good amount of industry depends ^ ullumorc. 
upon that. A lot of traffic will only live now with a margin Z U,., 

of between Is. 6d. and 2s. a ton. It is absolutely killed 
by the present arrangement. Take my case, I have to Junctions 
bring my goods ten miles from Tullamore with traction, reiiuired 
I can only bring about ten tons at a time, because if I iietween 
brought it by my own barges I would have to take my Railways 
peat moss from the canal harbour about a mile and a half Canals, 
to the railway station. Peat moss is a thing you cannot 
carry well without breaking it. If I sent in my own carts 
I could only take a ton at a time, and that takes ten horses 
and ten carts, which means from Is. 6d. to 2s. off the profit, 
and that is all the profit I can get on peat moss, so that 
it absolutely kills that trade. Bricks and everything 
else we make there are all subject to the same thing. I 
would like to emphasise the great desirability of having 
some means of communication which is not only desirable 
but quite easily obtainable in Tullamore. 

21731. I understand what you want is this : yon would 
bring your produce, peat and so on, by railway so far as 
the canal at Tullamore and then you would like to put it 
from the railway cn to the canal ? — Y'es, interchangeably. 

21732. And then where would ycu take H — to DuhUn ? 

— Any place. Taking bricks, we had brickyards in our 
bogs formerly, hut we cannot get the bricks there now ; 
theyhave shut down the industry in several places because 
of the difficulty of getting cn to the railway. If we had 
this siding I speak of, or inter-communication, that 
difficulty would be obviated, but we have to carry them 
now twenty miles to Mullingar, where they were building 
some time back, and that is absolutely prohibitive. 

21733. Yon have two alternatives, either to send aH the 
way by the railway, or if you want to send it to some point 
on the canal you are obliged to carry ft to Tullamore to 
the canal ? — Yes. 

21734. That is what you wanted to explain ? — I have 
not quite explained it ; there is more than that. There 
are a number of potential industries there such as brick- 
works. We have a great deal of limestone and lime, and 
2E 
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}Tr. Dt'Kid tliess are absolutely killed and get no chance o{ living at 
Slierhvl.'. all by reason of the difficulty of eonitnuiiication and the 
Tidlamor-'. freights. They can send peat moss from abroad into 

Tullaiaore or certainly into Dublin cheaper than I can get 
peat moss into Dublin. I am esporting peat moss to 
Cardiff and Swansea, but I have to pay 12s. a ton freight 
to get it there, and I know from being a shareholder in a 
company that we caa get the stuff into London at 6s., 
because of the cheapness of the German and Dutch 
canals. The freight is against us there ; it is killing 

•21735. As the main obstacle to your success what 
would you put first ? Tirst of nil do you want cheaper 
rates ? — I do. 

21736. Secondly, you want this power of using the 
railway first, and then the canal afterwards, and the 
facility of transfer from one to the other ? — Yes. 

21737. Is there anything else necessary? — If they 
will not do it themselves I would like the liberty to run 
a little siding from the canal to the railway station at 
TiiUaniore, and I could then tranship my goods right 
a\vaJ^ I would much prefer that the railway company 
should make it ; there is no difficulty about it ; it is very 
inespjnsive and there is every facihty for it. It would 
create business that is absolutely dearl and cannot live 
under present conditions. As I say I have to bring the 
stutf now by traction eleven miles. 

2173S. As to the tolls, have you any evidence yon 
wish to give ? — They are prohibitive, and as compared 
with those which I have studied in North Germany, to 
begin with, they are ten times greater. 

•21739. With " hat part of Germany are you comparing ? 
Are you comparing with a river or with a canal ?— I am 
comparing canal and rail becanse at Liineberger Heide 
the German St.ate have run their railway three miles into 
a i«at moss works there. Herr Rotbart has very ex- 
tensive works there. Lord Rothschild and others sub- 
sidised some land there for cultivation after the peat was 
off. There they can get their peat moss right on to the 
State Railway : the Government have made canals right 
into the bogs, and they fructify the land on every side to 
a distance of about a mile and a half. 

21740. You say the railway rates there are not pro- 
hibitive ?— One-tenth of a penny is a fair rate for peat 
there, at least it was when I was tliere two or three years 
ago, and I do not think it is changed now. 

21741. (Sir John Brunner.) One-tenth of a penny per ton 
per mile ? — Yes. 

21742. {Chairman.) When you were complaining of the 
tolU on the Grand Canal I understood you to he comparing 
them with tolls on a waterway in Germany: was I 
wTong ?— I had that in my mind distinctly ; I am very 
sore about that, because they are our competitors. I 
will give you a case in point ; as long as the canals and 
the railways have points together the fare-s are what I 
would call reasonably cheap, about Id. per mile. Take 
my place to Dublin, that la a distance of sixty miles, and I 
have to pay a 5s. rate . 

21743. Are you speaking of railway or canal ?— Of 
canal and railway bec’ause they hare made a sort of arrange- 
ment as far as I can see now by which they both work to- 
together. There used to be a little competition, but the 
moment you get outside the competition what happens ’ 
I. sent up some peat moss to the Roval Dublin Show 
because they had had a fire there and would not use 
.straw Up to Dublin, sixty- miles. I had to pay as 
but then there are six miles more of the railway bevond 
Dublin, and what had 1 to pay ? Ten times the rate 
I TO ■urpii.rf lo and th.l I L.d to pay 1,. p„ i„„ p,j 
mile instead of Id. the moment I got outside competition 
and they could pat on their own rates. 

21744. ^at causes in your opinion have operated to 
prevent the oan^g out of improvements ?— My opinion 
IS that if we had control by some central body I do not 
care what, whose interest it would be to benefit the 
country and not to benefit the shareholders of an in 
dividual company, then we would have rates that would 
let industry hve, that at present cannot get the breath 
of life, 80 to speak. The moment the rates we as they 
are, one shovM them down, and then the railway company 
^ees with the canal company and the rates are kept un 
There 13 nooomnetitinn (It, nraopnt •v.’ 
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ugainit. ' 
improve- 
inent.s. 
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. competition at present between my railw^ ami 


21745. I see m your proof you suggest you would 
like to pay no tolls at all ; I suppose all traders would like 
that ? — I say the froo navigable rivers of Ireland bv 
history and by natural circumstances should be free 
There are 150 miles of the Shannon navigable, and the 
Board of Works spend over £4,000 a year on it. I have 
yachted up and down it, and I have tried canal boats 
and everything and I know that they do exceedingly 
little for the navigation, but they do an enormous amo^t 
ill stopping traffic by the tolls, I could give you several 
instances, but except you trade on the Grand Canal yon 
oamtot trade at alL I have sent some peat-moss up to 
the military at Athlono and I had to pay for half the 
distance double the rate that the Grand Canal charged me 

21746. Althoiigli you conipinin of the r.itea on the 
Grand Canal you complain mucli worse of the Board 
of Works’ tolls on tho Shannon ?— Yes. they are prohibi- 
tive, and I do not think there ought to be any rates Tu'e. 
looking to what is done abroad where tliey take no tolls’ 

I think a fair toll for tlie locks and tilings of that kind 
would be right enough. 

21747. Have you a suggestion to make as to connecting 
the Grand Canal with tho Royal Canal ? Yes. ^ 

21748. At what points ’—There are two points wliece 
I tliink it would bo practicable, and oiio would not be 
very dear. If you look at tho map you will find the Canal 
itself reaohes up to a place called Kilbeggan. 

21749. Tliat is a brancli V — Yes. 

21750. That is the northornmost branch of the Grand 
Canal ? — Yes. Between them is a distance of about 8 
miles by road, and there is a lake called Lough Ennell and 
a river called tlie Brosna all the way right to the harbour 
of the Royal Canal. 

21751. At Mullingar ?— Yes, that is one possible 
junction, and I do not think it would ho veiy expensive. 

That river flows tlirougli my land ; it is quite navigable, 
and in old times there was a canal from the lake to the 
toira of Mullingar, but I do not know that it is on modem 
principles, and it is all silted up. Then there is another 
possible junction ; the Boj-no comes down to Edendeixy 
on the Grand Canal_ and on the Midland Great Western 
Railway, and this is a scheme tliat those who know 
more about it than I do have said is a very practicable 
one, but I have not been peraonallv over it Some of 
the witnesses who were examined before you in Dublin, 
principally bargemen, have asked me to mention that 
as a possible means of getting their traffic to the Royal 
Canal, and if business increases at the rate it is doing now 
there will be plenty of traffic. I find the appetite in- 
creases by what it feeds on. 

21752. Have you any-thing to say on Gie future manage- -\iMai-. 
ment of oanaU ?— Yes. I .am in a difficulty to know u-.nit.’ 
\vhat the central body is going to be in Leland, but if 
there was a central body capable of managing such 
matters I should like to see tho railways and canals 
worked from one central point, the interest not being 
a profit for the advantage of shareholders hut the public 
tenefit, to improve trade and open up new industries 
X do not complain of the Grand Canal ; they are verj- 
kind to me, but I have had to do a lot of my own work, 
such as making my own railways and sidings. They . 
are very considerate, however, in oponhig now industriM, 
and we are opening new industries all round tliere, about 
which I could tell you if I had time. There are several 
bog ludustnes opening now. There is a London company 
owning abimt 7 miles down beside my bog to makosulphato 
of ammonia from the peat, and there have been two 
or three other London companies. 

21753. {Mr. Groseley.) 1 would like to ask you about 
this sulphate of ammonia industiy. Are you making 
tois m gas producers t— They are starting to make it, 
but they have not actually put down the works yet. 

_i hey have got their capital, and the idea, so far as 1 know, 

18 BhorUy this: they take the peat and put it into 
gas producers to get the power ; they run the gas into 
gasometers and they take off tho sulphate of a^onia 
and the bye-products. There is about 5 per cent, of 
siMphate of ammonia in it, and they mix with plaster 
of and possibly -with the dust of the peat. It is not 
developed there, but it is at a place in the North of Ireland 
where t^y have been making it. I do nob know aU 
tho details, but I have heard the outlines of the process. 
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21734. What do they do with the gas ? — They use it 
{or power purposes in other places, and I believe they are 
to do it here ; they intend to cut the turf and to get all the 
power they will use on the place for nothing. The coke is 
valued at £3 a ton at Sheffield for metallurgical purposes ; 
that is a very valuable bye-product, in fact the bye.pro- 
duets are a great deal more valuable than the peat. I 
understand 100 tons of peat produce about 3 tons of 
ammonia worth about £60. 

21765. Do you say that your industries are being killed 
for want of cheaper transit ? — Decidedly. 

21756. Do you look to canals to get you these cheaper 
rates ?— I am afraid I cannot look to the canals in their 
present condition. With the present canal companies 
their shareholders are their first interest ; they are fairly 
reasonable in treating private traffic but if it costs them a 
penny they wiU not do it. 

21757. [Mr. Killich) I do not quite understand ; you 
do not run any boats of your own on the Grand Canal ’ — 
Yes, I have tried experiments of every kind on the canal. 

217SS. You gave rather a good account of the Grand 
Canal Company at the end of your evidence. Have you 
made any complaint to them ? — Personally I do not make 
any complaints ; I suSer but I do not make complaints at 
all. I have asked them to do two or three things, and when 
they do not do them I leave it. 

21759. Wlien you have asked them to do things and 
brought grievances to their notice they have generally 
complied with your wishes ? — I have asked them to dredge 
my place for sis years and they have not done it. I have 
I .’put on a dredger myself. . 


21760. Is that the first time they have not complied J/r, Li'.cid 
with your wishes ? — They have never complied with my Turlock, 
wishes. TulUimo'H.. 

21761. You do not complain of the Grand Canal o. „ 
Company with regard to the bridges ? — No, I think they ” ' 

could be easily remedied. 

21762. I do not understand you wish to make any 
complaint against the Grand Canal Company about the 
bridges ? — That is so ; they were there, aud they will not 
change them. 

21763. Did I understand you to say that some railway 
had charged you a shilling a ton a mile ?— Y'es. 

21764. For what ?— I sent peat moss to the Royal 
Dublin Society’s Show, which is six miles outside of Dublin. 

The rate to Dublin was 5s. because the Canal Company 
goes to the city of Dubliu, but this place I am talking 
about now is six miles outside the city and I had to pay 
Is. a ton for the last six miles j whereas the sixty miles to 
Dublin only cost os. 

21765. Six shillings for the last six miles, and os. for the 
remaining distance ? — It was 6s. a ton to Dubliu, that. is 
at the rate of Id. a mile for sixty miles. There are six miles, 
outside Dublin and that was at the rate of Is. a mile. 

21766. That is to say 6s. per ton ? — Y'es, I beg your 
pardon, 11s. altogether. I am bound to say I did complain 
about that ; I kicked up a row about it, aud they said that 
in future theywouldgivemea modified charge. 

21767. Did that include delivery or any other service 
besides carriage ? — No. 

Thi IFifness withdrew. 

The Commission adjourned. 
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SR. [John Stanley, [Sir. Michael Kenny, called; and Examined. 


23847. [Chairman.) [To Jfr. Stoniey.) Were you twenty 
years in the employment of the lata Sir Richard Keane as 
manager of the SouIJi of Ireland Waggon and Wheel 
Company ? — was. 

25848. What happened to that subsequently ? — It was 
turned into a limit^ liability company. 

1*25849. In what capacity have you acted for the 
company 7 — I acted as secretary and manager during its 
existence. 

25860. What business did Sir Richard Keane and the 
company do ? — They were large importers of coal and 
iron as weE as manufactured railway material and they 
were large exporters of manufactured timber, pit wood 
and gross timber. 


26861. Was this trade done for a long period by sailing 
vessels ?— It was nearly all done by sailing vessels. Stanley 

23852 [Mr.Weddron.) WastfaisatCappoqain ?— Yes. Mr. Michad 

25853 [Chairman.) Did they ply down the river Black- Capp^tin 
water and then to what ports ? — We loaded our vessels ^ 
close by Cappoquin and despatched them to Liverpool, 23 Apr. 1907. 

Bristol, Cardiff and Newport. . — 

23854. And Swansea ? — Sometimes Swansea s Swansea 
was a port we very seldom went to. 

25855. Did they get return cargoes ?— We generally 
imported coal and exported timber and com. 

23856. Have you much difficulty in inducing captains 
to charter for the port ? — At the present time wc can 


336— n. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


220 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE : 


Mi. John, scarcely get them to come at all. At that time wo foand 
very great difficulty after they had beea there a second 
A'en«i/°” tim® : in fact after they had been there a first time. 

Cappoquin. 25857. Why was that ? — The experience of eaptains 

when they went with cargoes to Coppoquin was that owing 

23 Apr. 1907. to the shallowness of the river they w»e not able to get 
away again quickly enough ; unless they met a spring tide 
they were generally at Cappoquin. and often lost ten or 
twelve days there. 

25858. Even on a high tide did they sometimes get 
neaped ? — If they got a Wgh tide coming up they got up a 1 
right, but except they got very quick despatch they were 
not able to get back again until the next high tide. 

25859. And they had to lie at Cappoquin until the 
next high tide ? — They had to lie at Cappoquin practically 
idle very often for a week and sometimes more. 

25860, That naturally was a great discouragement 
to the traffic ? — A great discouragement — practically 
stopped it. 

25861. When you got tiae coal and timber trade into 
your own hands what did you do ?— I worked a vessel 
up and down the. river very frequently myself and had 
personal experience of the difficulty there was then. 

25862. Should the journey under ordinary oircum- 
stanees be accomplished in a single tide ?— Under very 
exceprional circumstances ; it very seldom happened 
tliat we got up there on a single tide — very very seldom. 

26803. How long did it usually take — five times as 
long ? — Three or four times certainly, and sometimes 
a week ; unless we met a spring tide when we landed at 
Youghal it was almost impossible to get up to Cappoquin 
until the next spring. 

25864, And even then very difficult to get away on 
tile same tide ? — And even then very diffierdt to get 

25865. Have you had to send barges alongside to 
lighten vessels ? — Frequently. 

25866. Just explain that to the Commission ?— The 
vessel would not have water enough after discharging 
her ca^o at Cappoquin to get down into deep water, 
and she went down with a half-load or a very small 
portion of her cargo, the balance of which we had to send 
down in barges after her to fill up in deep water. 

25867. (J/r. Davis:in.) Where is the deep water ?— 
We should get down quite as far as Villierstown or Cm- 
phire to get into really deep water. That is praeticaOy 
four miles below Cappoquin. 

26868._(Xord Zenyon.) How far above Youghal? 

About thirteen miles above Youghal. ' 

26889. {Chairman.) It is marked on our map. When 
you lightened the ship to enable her to clear the shoals 
and get to her berth had you also to do the same with 
export timber, only partly loading your ship ?_Verv 
frequently. 

26870. And then you had to send barges after the ship 
to finish loading in this deep water !— Quite so. 

25871. You were no longer surprised after your own 
®6the captains refusing to come to Cappoquiu ? 


25872. What are you at present importune ?— Artifidal 
manures ; I wanted to import a cargo of it this year 
by vessel to Cappoquin and I could not get a captain to 
come. I had to get it into Dongarvan, that is eleven 
miles from Cappoquin. 

85S73. How did you get your goods up from there T— 
We had then to cart the manure from the vessel to the 
taUway at Dungarvan and from Dimgarvan to Cappoquin 
agam, eleven miles by rail, which of course meant a ereat 
deal of extra expense. “ 


25874, After getting it to the station did you then esi 
it to the store ’—From the station to the store at'aii 
whereas if ^ could get vessels up to Cappoquin we woul 
have only the one handling of the goods. 


25375. Are you able to say anything about the Lismore 
merchants ? Do they suffer in the same way f_They are 
in . xactly the same position on that point as we are in 
Cappoqum. 


25876. {To Mr. Kenn;/.) You have not sent in any proof • 
what is your occupation ?— I am a merchant-captain in 
Cappoquin. 

26877. Do you confirm 3fr. Stanley’s evidence ?— I 
simply corroborate Mr. Stanley. 

25878. You corroborate him in all his points?— Yes 
(Jl/r. StarUiy.) Would your Lordships permit me to briat-' 
under your notice a matter that I discovered in going into 
this matter of the Blaokwater. I have before me the 
Journal of the old Irish House of Commons from 1761 to 
1704, and I find in that Journal on page 34 in the year 1761 
a Resolution by the House I think it was, which reads as 
follows : “ The Corporation for carrying on an Inland 
Navigation in Ireland, towards malcing the River Black- 
water navigable in the county of Waterford, to be ac- 
counted for to Parliament ” a sum of “ £2,500 ” granted 
for the purposes for which we are speaking to-day. Ajid 
I see further on with regard to the same matter : “ Ordered 
that Ikfr. John Welstead do return to the Clerk of this 
House, upon oath, an account of the money granted by 
Parliament the last session, towards making the River 
Blackwater navigable from Dromagh, iu the county of 
C'ork ” (I think that is a mistalce), “ to Cappoquin, in 
the county of Waterford, and how the same has been 
applied ” Prom Dromagh, I think it means Dromanagh. 

“ Ordered, that Thomas Pmin do return to the Clerk of 
this House an account, upon oath, of the progress mode in 
the navigation of the River Blaokwater, from Dromagh, 
in the county of Cork ” {that is a geographical mistake 
I think), “to Cappoquin, in the county of Waterford, 
since last session of Parliament ; how much of the said 
work remains to be done, and what fiu'ther sum will be 
necessary to complete the same.” 

25879. 'WTrere is the place that is wrongly named in the 
paragraph ? — Dromagh is the residence of Mr. Villiers 
Stewait, 2^ miles south of Cappoquin. It is on tlie left- 
hand bank of the river going down, the right bank coming 
up. 

25880. Near Villierstown ?— Yea just adjoining Villiere- 
town. There is a further paragraph relating to that 
matter : “ Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that a sum of £2,500 be given to the Corporation for 
promotmg and carrying on an Inland Navigation in Ire- 
land, for making the River Blackwater navigable from 
Dromagh, in the county of Cork, to Cappoquin, in the 
county of Waterford, to be by them accounted for to 
Parliament.” I bring these under your notice to show 
there was a precedent. 

25881. You mention that with a view of showing that 
there are precedents for grants?— Yes, I mention that as a 
precedent. 

25882. Has there not been some little conflict of opinion 
in your locality as to whether the improvements should 
be carried out at Cappoquin or should be carried up to 
Fermoy ? — I think it is a matter of utter impossibility to 
carry it to Fermoy. 

25883. I t h i nk we wore told there is groat difficulty 
about the fisheries above Cappoquin ? — Yes, the fisheries 
above Cappoquin jmt a complete stop to the project ; it 
is a matter which is altogether out of the question going 
beyond Cappoquin. 

25884. And you are not here to ask for the improve- 
ment of the river above Cappoquin ? — Not beyond Cappo- 
quin. 

25885. {To Mr. Xenny.) Do you concur in that view ? — 
(jllr. Stanley.) I might say tiiat the Duke of Devon- 
shire claims the rights to the bed and soil of the Block- 
water, but ho does not object at all to the deepening of ffie 
river. I have a letter from his agent to that effect. 

25880. What part of the Blaokwater does he own, be- 
tween what points ? — He claims, I think, the whole tidal 
portion of the River Blackwater. 

26887. How far does the tide come up ? — The tide goes 
about a mile and a half above Cappoquin. 

25888. (Jlfr. Waldron.) Was that settled in the case of 
the Duke of Devonshire v. Neill about twenty years ago ?— 
It was. pi,. 

25889. {Chairman.) I have here some particuhus before 
me which speak of the tidal river from Youghal to 
Cappoquin, the length about 18 miles, no locks and no 
tolls } is that correct ? — That is true. 
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25890. Above Cappoquin— from Cappoquin to Lismore— 
it states that th€ re is a canal of alengthof miles ?—Tlmt 


25891. In Tvliose control is that canal ? — That is the 
j private property of the Duke of Devonshire. 

I 25892. There is one look upon it ? — One lock- 

I 25893. And the us\ial load of boats on that canal is 30 

or 35 tons ? — That will be the outside. These are the 
Uaj^es I refer to for loading the vessels when they go 
down. 

25894. What is the traffic on that canal ?— Coal and 
timber. 

25895. The coal would he import trafBc and the timler 
1 .export traffic ? — Yes. The ti-affic on it now is very small 

I indeed. 

[ 25896. Are there many boats upon it ? — No, there are 

I not. 

25897. How many f— Mr, Carroll will he able to tell you 
‘ how many barges them are, bub there are very few, not 

I more than four or five I should say. 

25898. To whom do those barges belong ! — Merchaius 
' in Youghal. 

1 25899. Do any Cappoquin people own barges on that 
canal ?— Not since I gave up the one I had- 


25900. Is there any navigation at present above Lismore ? 
— No; it is impossible. There is a barrier there, what 
they call the “ (^een’s Gap,” and you could not possibly 
get up, the fall of the river is too great between Lismore 
and Cappoquin. They have to avail themselves of the 
canal to get fi-om midway between Lismore and Cappo* 
quin up to Lismore. 

25901. And the canal ends at Lismore ; the canal 
and the river are not identical ? — They are not. 


25902. It is not a canalised river ; it is a canal running 
iftirly parallel with the river ? — The oanol rn.na lara'Ielto 


25903. {Lord Kenyon.) There is no look on the way to 
Lismore 1 — Oh dear, no. 


25904. There is nothing but the Queen’s Gap ? — 
Nothing but the Queen’s Gap. 

25905. {Chairmari.) Coming below Cappoquin what 
amount of tonnage do these boats of yours bring up to 
Cappoquin ? — 35 tons. 

25906. Not more ? — Sometimes they might get 40, but 
35 is the average. 

25907. If it were improved so as to answer the purpose 
you are describing what amount of tonnage would be 
able to get up ? — "We should then do away with the 
barges altogether and he able to get vessels with cargo 
up to 200 tons. I have in former times discharged a 
vessel at Cappoquin carrying 200 tons of coal. 

2590S. You have described that vessels sometimes 
did come up on a spring tide ? — Yes. 

25909. ^Vhat was the cargo then ? — 180 to 200 tons. 

26910. You wish the improvement to go still further 
up to 300 tons or so ’—Not that, but we would wish fer 
an improvement of the river so that vessels with that 
cargo coming up would have the river in a fit state to be 
able to get back again without being neaped. 

26911. Has any investigation been made, has any 
engineer been employed, and any estimate mode as to 
what this would cost ? — There has been a survey of the 
river; as to the cost I do not know. 

25912. A survey by whom 1 — A survey by Mr. Otway, 
C.E., who built &e line of railway, or at least was one 
of the engineers of the line of railway from Waterford to 
Lismore, and it was also surveyed by Mr. Carroll, who 
will be examined before you to*day. 

25913. 'W'ho employed the engineer for these surveys S 
—I really do not remember nho employed Mr. Otway 
unless he did it for the railway company at the time. I 
cannot answer that question unless it was the railway 
eompany. 

25914. (Jfr. Waldron.) Is the railway company what 
is colled the Duke’s line — the Waterford, Dungarvan 
and Lismore line ? — No, I am speaking of the one from 
Waterford to Liomoro. 


25915. {Lord Farrer.) That is the Waterford. Dunsir- Mr..Iohn. 
van and Lismore t — It is a continuation, but they w;re S.'a thy. 
built at two different times. The line from Lismore to -'fr, .\fichad 
Waterford was built under a countv guarantee and Kenny. 
Sir. Otwav was one of the engineers for the line. The 
one from Fermoy to Lismore was built practically by the .•>, Z Ton-? 
Duke ■ J -J Ayr. 19 07. 

25916. {Chairman.) They are now all amalgnmated 
in the Great Southern and Western ? — They are all 
amalgamated with the Great Southern and Western. 

25917. And from part of the Fishguard and Rosslare 
route ? — They do. 

25918. Do you think that the traders of the district 
have to pay higher prices in consequence of not having 
a good waterway ’ — ^Naturally, because it entails a 
greater expense. 

25919. As 8 matter of fact, theyuae Dungarvan a goed 
deal in the same way as you have described with the 
attendant expense of using a port which they have to 
approoch by railway ?— That is so. 

25920. Is coal at present sent by raU from Cork to 
Lismore. a distance of 50 miles ! — It is ; air. Sutton of 
Cork has a coal store in Lismore, and they have to send 
the coal that distance into Lismore. 

25921. What do you suggest ? — I suggest that the 
river should be put into such a condition that vessels 
could come up ; Cappoquin is the natural point of dis- 
tribution for a very large district there, right into the 
large portion of the south of Tipperary on to Ballyporeen, 

Clogheen, and places of that kind. I myself frequently 
loaded sixty and seventy homes \vith coal during a season 
at Cappoquin for districts going on quite into Ballyporeen 
and all round there. 

25922. I suppose Fermoy will still lemain the centre 
tor distribution ? — As to Fermoy. the outlet there would 
be Cork by rail; we might possibly get some of the trade 
into Fermoy if we had the facilities for bringing vessels 
to and discharging at Cappoquin. The rail carriage from 
Cappoquin to Fermoy would be much shorter than from 
Cork to Fermoy. 

25923. What depth of water on the shoals would you 
need in order to get these ships up ? — At low water, to 
make it practicable, we should want 4 feet of water — 

3 to 4 feet certainly. 

25924. Have you often struck one of these shoals ? 

Oh yes, very frequently. 

25925. How long have you had to remain ? — For days. 

25926. Until the next spring tide ? — Until the next 
spring tide. 

25927. In the better days you have spoken of, when 
there was more depth in the river, what business have 
you done in coal at Cappoquin ? — I used to do a very 
large coal trade there at one time, as 1 say often loading 
fifty or sixty carts in the morning before lunch, going to 
County Tipperary, and those places I have mentioned. 

25928. And you think that trade might he revived ? — 

I am certain it would if we could bring vessels to Cappo- 
quin. 

25929. {Sir John Brunner.) Fifty or sixty cartloads 
in what length of time ?— In the morning before lunch. 

25930. In a day ? — Yes, in a day. 

25931. {Chairman.) Is there also an amount of pit 
wood being loaded at Cappoquin for shipment at Dun- 
garvaa ? — There is ; at the present time they are sending 
a lot of pit wood from Cappoquin to Dungarvan. 

25932. That would be available for return cargoes ? — 

Of course, Cappoquin would be the natural outlet for that. 

25933. {To Mr. Kenny.) Do you concur in what Hr. 

Stanley has said on these points ? — ^Yes. 

25934. Have yon anything to add t — No. 

25935. {Sir John Doringlon.) {To Mr. Stanley.) IVhy 
did this river become urmavigable ; did it become silted 
up ?— It has been silting up gradually for a very long 
time, although, strange to say, in that river mud does not 
lie in the bed of the river at all, it washes to the aide. The 
bed of the river is practically all gravel, with no mud. 

25936. Those vessels of 200 tons used to come up ; 
theygroundnow ? — I discharged one myseK or 200 tons at 
Cappoquin. 
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^iT.John 25937. How Jong ago is that? — Eighteen or twenty 
Slanlen, years ago. 

Xenny!‘ 25938. And the bed of the river is not silted up with 
Coppajal'ii. but with gravel ? — With gravel. 

BO 7^, 25939. Nobody looks after it? — There is nobody to 

-3 Apr, 10 0,. look after it. 

25940. No authority at all ? — No. 

25941. (Lord Farrer.) What is the population of 
Cappoquin ? — At present I think it would be about 1250, 
between that and 1300. 

25942. 1300 people ?~1300 people. 

25943. Who 13 lepairing the pier below the railway 
bridge ? — The county council have put the new pier 
there 5 they put the new landing stage there. 

25944. That was being done last autumn ? — It is 
finished now. 

25945. Can yon bring bigger boats up to there than 
you can above the railway bridge ? — They cannot go 
above the railway bridge, they must discharge there. 

25946. Do yon propose or suggest that the river should 
not be deepened abo\’e the railway bridge ? — I do not 
see what possible good would be obtained by deepening 
it further up. 

25947. Then it is merely below the railway bridge you 
are speaking of ? — South of the railway bridga 

2594S. IVhat is the county council repairing the pier 
for 1 — In the hope of vessels and traffic coming up the 

25949. But it will not be any use having a pier there 
unless vessels can get up ?— We have not had one to it j et. 

25950. I know ; 1 was coming to that. I wanted to 
know why they repaired the pier if the river is unnavig- 
able ? — With the object that at some future time some- 
thing will be done to have vessels coming up. 

25951. But they have not proposed to themselves to 
deepen the river or help you ?— They have not so far. 

25952. And yet they have made a pier although they 
know the river is going to silt up ? — They have actually 
made the pier. 

25953. What would be the cost of dredging the river, 
do you suppose ? — That is a question I could not answer. 

25954. Do the salmon rights prevent your damming 
the river at Cappoquin at all ?— No ; I have consulted 
the Duke’s agent on that matter, and he has no objection 
to it being “stockaded” and be is the owner of the 
fishery down between Lismore and Youghal. 

25955. If you dammed tbe river and flushed it. would 
that meet your case at all ? — I am afraid that would be 
more for an expert. 

25956. 1 see you have given us evidence from 1781 ?— 
Yes. 

25957. Of course in 1761 there was no railway ?— No. 

2595S. And I presume it was the natural method of 
communication to a large part of Tipperary ?— I should 
say it would be. 

25959. At what date was the canal constructed ? 

That is not within my recollection. 

25980. After the railway had been construeted, did 
either the Waterford, Dungarvan and Lismore, or the 
Fermoy and Lismore pay its proprietors ?— The rate- 
payers of the county were called on for a subsidy to pay up. 

2.5961. After the subsidy had been paid were they 
able to pay their debentures ?— I doubt it. 

25962. Then there is not a prospect of a very large 
at present ? — Not in the present state 

25903. But in the present state of the country there 
is not traffic enough to support a single line of railroad 

even with the land being given for no thing by the Duke ’ 

I do not know that ; I think the trade is developing very 
much into Dungarvan. 

25904. But at Cappoquin itself, is it not true that one 
of youi largest factories has closed during the last year ’ 
— Ye.s,and I might say thatour present landlord— at least 
his brother— is just about starting a factory at Cappoquin. 

25965. (Sir John Brunner.) Why does the traffic stop 


at tbe railway bridge or why is it impossible to go above » 
—It is a fixed bridge tliat cannot be opened : vp 9 «>i 1 
cannot go beyond that * 

25966, And it is low ?— And it is low. 


25967. (Lord Braasey.) If the improvements in the 
local navigation tliat you suggest are oari'ied out would 
you anticipate a reduction of the railway cliarges ?— I 
would; competition, of course, would be bound to brine if 
about. " “ 


XI mo tjiaiges were reOUced is it your 

opinion that the local trade would make much us» of the 
aarigation ?— I think tlie water traffic would be pwamoimt. 

25969. (J/r. Snoiaden.) You do not think, then, that 
if the railway rates were reduced hy water competition 
the railway would get the bulk of the traffic ?— I thiuk 
the water would have the most of the traffic . 


25970. Wiry ?— Because it would bo cheaper. 

25971. Still cheaper if the railway rates were reduced ? 
—Yes ; we could load at South Wales then and come 
direct up to Cappoquin. We should get no ti-anshippine 
The question of transhipping means all the extra expeiSe! 

25972. Do you mean to say you could take the same 
coals from Cappoquin to South Wales ?— Certainly • 
that is our object — to ship direct from any port in England' 
I do not care where it is, right up to Cappoquin. ’ 

25973. At times I could not hear very diatinctlv • 
what tonnage could you take to Cappoouin then i— 
From 150 to 200 tons. 

25974. You read an extract fi-om the Minutes of the 
Irish Parliament for the puiposo of giving us a precedent 
for a grant of public money for carrying out a local 
improvement ? — Yes. 


25975. That was a grant by the Irish Parliament for an 
Irish improvement out of Irish funds T— I expect so. 

25976. But circumstances have changed somewhat 
since then ?— I must admit that 


25977. And therefore your precedent hardly hokls, 
does it ? — It shows that public money might be expended 
for a public object. 

25978. But which public, and which public money ?— 
I am sure I am not going to say whore the money is to 
come from. 


25979. (Sir John Wilson.) I think you said you could 
bring vessels of about 160 to 200 tons up the river about 
twenty years ago ?— We did do that 
25980. With coal ?— With coal. 

25981. Was that the vessel that came loaded from 
South Wales and came direct across and up to Cappo- 
quin ? The same vessel ; I myself loaded a vessel with 
pit wood in Cappoquin and sent it across to Cardifi, and it 
came aiross to Cappoquin again. 

^982. So that, of course, the railwaj^ do not compete 
where there is not transhipment involved 7— That is mv 
idea. 


25983. You said you sent as much as fifty or sixty carts 
out in a mornii^ — wjien the vessel arrived, of course ?— 
Yea, and frequently after having stored. 

25984. Could you give us an idea how much that traffic 
would be m a ^r— how many tons ?— I think Mr. C'arroll 
of Youghal will be able to answer that question for you 
better than I can. I am a long time out of that trade 
since I gave up my own vessel. 

25985. Would it be a thousand tons in the year 7 — Quite 
that, if not more, and it could be very largely developed. 
If the river had been in a proper navigable condition we 
could very largely develop the coal trade into Cappoquin. 

25986. Do you distribute that coal for a considerable 
stance from Cappoquin ?— We did in South Tipperary. 
I have a little map which I can show you showing the 
district over which we sent it. 

25987. Does the Kilkenny coal come into comnetition 
at all 7— Not at all. ^ 


25988. How is that 7 Is it too far ? — The means of 
transit are too difficult and the quality of the ooal cannot 
compare with the South Wales ooal. 

25989. Do ydu use any Killcenny coal for malting 
purposes 7 — Not in my district. 
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23990. I suppose you know tkat it is used for tl-.nt 
purpose ? — I knou' it is in the vicinity where it can be li<«l 
easily. 

25991. [21r. Davison.) Can you tell me what the 
furthest point up the Blackwater is where navigation 
was ever carried on ? — Barges to Lismore would be the 
furthest.. 

23992. The water trafSe you spoke of is sea traffic, 
not local traffic ? — Sea traffic ; the local traffic would bo 
very small. 

25993. And the difficulty of the navigation seems to 

liavQ been always between Dromanagh and Ijsmore ? 

Between Dromanagh and Lismore ; as I said before, we 
do not propose going beyond Cappoqnin. 

25994. I ought to have said Dromanagh and Cappoqnin ? 
— Tes. 

25995. And the Irish Parliament granted £2,000 to put 
that right ? — £2,600. I cannot say that money was ever 
utilised for that purpose ; they granted the money. 

25996. What I wanted to try to find out was, did the 
sum of £2.500 put it right ’—That I could not tell you. 
The money may have been used for building fords for the 
gentlemen along the river instead of the navigation of the 
river. I cannot say what it was used for. I see no traces 
at the present day of its having been used for deepening 
the river. 

25997. Could you tell us about Dungarvaa ? You 

-say you Lave to cart from the ships to the railway ’ We 

have. 

25998. Does the ship run alongside a wharf l—Yea a 
quay. 

25999. And there is no railway communication between 
the wharf and the railway ? — No. 

26000. (Jfr. Gri/IUk.) I suppose these vessels you have 
spoken of ns going up to Cappoquin are all sailing boats ? 
— All sailing boats. We have discharged steamers there. 
Mr. Keane, who had a foundry at Cappoquin some years 
ago, got over pig iron and coke by steamer which was 
discharged at Cappoquin, but the majority of them have 
Iwen sailing vessels. We have had steamers up there 
half a dozen times. 

26001. Did these sailing vessels sail up the river ; 
were they dependent on the wind ’—They were dependent 
on the wind and tide. 

26002. So that there is not merely the obstruction 
of the shoals, but it might be wind that prevented vessels 
getting up ? — That may have occurred too. 

26003. The chief prospect of improvement in vour 
navigation, at least for vessels reaching Cappoquin, 
must partly depend upon the introduction of steam ?— 
That would l>e a matter of course ; it would be necessary 
if the traffic increased as we anticipate it would. 

26004. Can you tell us the rise of the tide at Cappoquin 
at spring and neap tides ?— I think it would be about 
7 to 10 feet j I think we have a rise of 7 to 10 feet at 
Cappoquin. 

26005. That is 7 at neaps and 10 at spring ? Yes. 

26906. And at neap tides do you have sufficient %vater 
inthisportionofther'iver,thi33or4miles, toaUow vessels 
drawing 10 feet say, to reach your quay ? — Exactly. 

26007. And it is to deepen that portion of the river 
that your evidence is chiefly directed to ? — Quite so. 

26008. Is there no authority in charge of the river ? 
— Thepou'ors of theToughal Harbour Board 0013- extended 
about a mile above Yougbal and there are no charges — 
no fees— payable by vessels coming up above that. 

26000. Is it ft free navigation ? — It is ft fres navigation. 

26010. And your county council has not considered 
the question of taking this navigation into its own hands 
for the benefit of the county ? — I do not think it has been 
brought before them yet ; we have a member of the oount3' 
council here, Mr. Kenny, and I do not think it has been 
brought under their notice yet. (J/r. Kenny.) It has 
not been brought under their notice at all. 

26011. Of course, if it is a question merely of a couple 
•of thousaud pounds, it is entirely in the interests of Cappo- 
quin and the surrounding district to do the work ? — {Jlr. 
Stanley.) Of course in the county council they would be 


fighting against that_: while it would be for the genera! Mr. John 
benefit of the district surrounding u.s to improve the SlanUy, 
navigation of the River Blackwater, the representatives Michael 
of Dungarvan might say it would injure their side of the Kenny, 
county and it would be very hard to get a sum of money 
passed on that account. 

26012. Dungarvan is about 11 miles distant ? — Eleven 

English miles from Cappoquin. 

26013. Could you tell us tho railway charges between 
Dungarvan and Cappoquin ’—I think they average about 
2s. 9d. a ton or 2s. 6d. a ton on coal for 11 miles. 

26014. In Dungarvan, of course, you can get a vessel 
in at any tide practically? — Yes, except very deep 
draught. 


26015. But any ordinary vessel can come in at either 
neaps or springs ? — Yes. 

26016. And consequently you could get freights mto 
Dungarvan with absolute certainty ? Yes. 

26017. And therefore there is no difficulty in chartering 
vessels ? — Yes, tho shipping traffic of Dungarvan is very 
large, a portion of which we should have at Cappoquin. 

26018. Do_ 3'ou think when you have e.vpanded this 
£2,500 or so in deepening the Blackwater you would get 
freights any cheaper up to Cappoquin than you would 
into Diingfti'van t — 1 have no doubt about it. 

26019. Plus railway freightn-you think you would ?— 
Much ; wo get a vessel from Newport or Cardiff right up 
to Cappoqum for 5a. 6d. 

26020. I thought you said you fouud very great diffi- 
culty in chartering vessels ’—Owing to the state of the 
river ; I say if tho river were in a proper navigable con- 
dition we would get vessels to come up to Cappoquin fot' 


26021. (il/r. Waldron.) os. 6cL a ton ’—Yes, from 
Cardiff into Cappoquin. 

26022. What is the freight from Cardiff to Dimearvan ? 
— About 4s. 9d. or 5s. 

26023. Then you have toadd2s. 6d.fcr railway charges 
bo that and that makes 7s. 6d. ? — Yes, and you have to 
add cartage at Dungarvan as weU. 

26024. (J/r. Griffith.) The only point I u-ished to raise 
was that you can get vessels at all tides mto Dungarvan ; 
you have to pick your tides for Cappoquin, and conse- 
quently a man chartering must be prepared to bide his 
time in the river until he can get up. What you have 
mentioned is what prevented vessels coming there, tnd 
those difficulties we are trying to obviate now. 

26025. And your ufish is that public money should bo 
expended on this improvement ? — I should say so. 

26026. Have you any idea what authority should spend 
that money or have you formed au5' idea ? — No, I suppaso 
it will bo a matter for the county council I hope I 
did not convey to you, sir, that £2'.500 was the amount 
of money that would be neoeusary to do the work. That 
was the amount mentioned in these proceedings of the 
Irish Parliament, and I did not mean to mention that that 
was the amount of money necessary to do tho woi-k. 

26027. {Chairman.) What you told me was this. 1 
tried to get from you whether any engineer had been 
called in and whether any estimate had been formed and 
you told me that no estimate had been made ?— Mr. 
Ot^vay, a.s I said, survo3’od tho river, and I tliink he gave 
an approximate estimate. 

26028. You do not know what that was ? — I cannot 
speak to it. I heard the sum but I cannot speak positively. 
Hr. Carroll will be able to tell you. 

26029. Of course it would be very much more useful 
if you would come here telling us what this would cost ? 


26030. But you think £2,500 does not represent the 
sum required ? — I do not think it docs or anything near 


26031. Can you mention any approximate figure ?— 
If it is properly done I do not think it could be done 
for anything like that figure. 

28032. Can you mention an approximate figure ? — I 
should say at the very least double that amount. 
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Mr. John 26033. (il/r. Waldron.) Do I understand that i miles 
Sianlaj, of tho river would liave to be deepened by 4 feet ? — No, 
.Ifr. Mtdiad but 3 or 4 shoals in that 4 miles of river. 

Cap^ql'm. 26034. Is there any statement of the aetual distances 

that would have to be dret^d ? — There is; Mr. CaiToll 

23 Apr. 1007. has it with him. 

" ' ’ ' 26035. Supposing the Irish Parliament's £2,300 was 

applied in dredging the river, is that the only money spent 
on it from 1761 to date ?— To my knowledge that is the 
only sum if it has been spent. 

26036. There appears to be great doubt about it, but 
it is certain that there was nothing further spent ? — 
That is quite certain. 

26037. The last time I was in Cappoquin there used to 
be a steamer plying there ? — Yes. 

26038. What has become of it ? — She could not be 
passed a couple of years since by the Board of Trade ; she 
had got beyond her work. There is a movemeut on at 
present. I believe, to try and get a steamer up this j'ear 
again. 

26039. They could only go on high tides ?— Only at 
high water. 

20040. (Chairman.) What sort of steamer was that ? — 
A little passenger boat carrying 300 or 400 passengers. 

2G041. Not a cargo boat ? — Not a cargo boah 

26042. {Mr. Waldron.) It carried cargo uhen I saw it f 
—It might carry small bght trafSc. 

26043. {Chairman.) How long is it since she ceased 
r unni ng ? — Three years ago. 

26044. {Mr. Crosaley.) Do you not think it would be 
really more economical and more practical to convoy the 
railway from Dungarvan down to Dungarvan Harbour, 
to extend the railway ? — 1 doubt if that would give us as 
low freights as the waterway to Cappoquin would. 

26045. I think that is very questionable. You say 2s. 
9d. per ton is the freight tho whole way ? — Prom Dungar- 
von to Cappoquin. 

26046. .4nd that is 11 miles. That is only something 
iike 24cL per ton mile ; tliat is not much The chief 
expense seems to be the carting from Dungarvan Harbour ? 
— That is so. 

20047. If you did away with that by bringing a little 
bit of railway derni to the harbour, in a very short time 
would not that knock most of the expense off t — You see 
you are double-handling the article and with that it does 
not improve. 

26048. Are you double-handling it ? If you brought 
the railway to the water’s edge you would have one hand- 
ling. You hardly expect to make such a river as would 
take your sailing ships from Cardiff right up to Cappoquin ? 
— That is our object. 

26049. That is a very big object ? — I do not know that 
there is very much difficulty about it. 

26050. (Chairman.) You told us that that used to be the 
case ?— Certmnly. 

26051. That is within your memory, infact you yourself 
have broTi^ht vessels ? — I have done it ; I have had 
practical experience of it. 

26052. {Mr. Crosaleif.) Does coal come in vessels of 
that size at present from Cardiff to any of these ports ? — 
At the present time 5Ir. John Nooney of Lismore is dis- 
charging a cargo of coal within th«e miles of Cappo- 
quin shipped direct from the coal port at this side. 

26053. Somewhere above Villierstown ? — Above Tll- 
lierstown at Killabalaghy Quay. 

26054. That is only on a very high tide ? — Of course 
if she was a deep draught vessel she would require a high 
tide to get over the shoal down near Yillierstown which 
you see on the map. 


26055. Is coal the only trade ?— Coal and com and 
timber. 

26056. You ship timber outwards ? — Yes ; as I said 
only within the last couple of months I wanted a vessel to 
come with manure to Cappoquin. There would be 
plenty of traffic if the river was only able to carry it. 

26057- Would Cappoquin be willing to pay a consider- 
able sum towards this improvement ? — I suppose the 
county council would be satisfied to levy some rate 
towards it. 

26058. Would you pay one-third of tlie cost 7—1 am 
not in a position to answer that ; I do not belong to the 
county council myself. 

26059. {Chairman.) Your colleague Mr. Kenny does 7 
— Yes. {Mr. Kenny.) 1 daresay there would be a lot of 
opposition from the eastern part of the county about it. 

26060. And especially fium Dungarvan ? — EspeoiaBy 
from the Dungarvan side. 

26061. (Mr. Crossley.) Are there town commissioners 
at Cappoquin ? — (Mr. Stanley.) No. 

26062. How many people would this benefit 7 — A very 
large number of people ; I have had letters since we had 
our first meeting at Cappoquin about this from farmers 
liv ing twenty miles from ns in the county of Tipperary 
saying : “ We are now going into Dungarvan for coai 
that we used to have from you years ago, and we wish 
this to be done to have the coal where we used to get it 
before,”—- a number of letters to that effect. 

26063. {Lord Kenyon.) Would the locality itself apart 
from the county council, contribute anything ? — I have 
no doubt that the Duke of Devonshire would subscribe, 
and Mr. Henry Uilliers Stewart, who will be examined 
before you, I am sure would subscribe to it, and another 
institution there, Mount Melleray, would subscribe. 

26064. You think you could get a proper subscrip- 
tion 7— -We would make the attempt at any rate, and I 
am sure we would, too. 

26065. It might help you 7 — It might help us. 

26066. (Mr. KilUck.) I take it that if the dredging 
operations were adopted and the channel were deepened 
as you desire there would still be a tendency to silt up 
gradually again, would there not 7 — I rather think the 
current of water would keep the channel clear. 

26007. You do not anticipate that there would have 
to be dredging maintained from time to time tokeepthe 
cliannel clear if it had once been cleared ? — That is ao 
expert question. 

26068. That you cannot answer ? — That I cannot 
answer with any certainty. . 

26069. At present there is no toll either going up or 
coming down 7 — No. 

26070. Would the trader's be prepared to pay a toll for 
coming up or going down the river based upon the amount 
expended so as to covet the interest 7 — They would be only 
too glad. 

26071. They would be willmg to pay? — Yes. 

26072. {Lord Kenyon.) Besides your dredging, was there 
any suggestion of a dam or putting anotiier 'weir in the 
river 7— No. 

26073. (Lord Braesey.) Dredgbg from time to time 
would not be costly ? — I do not think it would be very 
costly and we have no rook in the bed of the river; it is all 
gravel. 

26074. {Mr. Minch.) I understood you to say that Kil- 
kenny coal was used for malting pwposes ; are you aware 
of that of your o^vn knowledge 7 — No, I am not ; I have 
only heard of it. My experience of the Kilkenny coal has 
been very limited indeed. 

26075. As a matter of fact it is not used for malting 
purposes 7 — That I could not say. 

The Witnesses withdrew. 


ilr. Counxiits P. Caeroix, called ; and P.xB.niinpd , 


Mr. Cornelius 26076. Chairman.) You are harbour master under the 
P. Carroll, Commissioners of the Youghal Harbour which is at the 
Toughal. mouth of the Blackwater 7— Yes. 

23 Apr. 1907. 26077. Are you well acquainted with the river 7 — Since 

my childhood. __ 


26078. How many years have you known the river 7 — 
For thirty-five years, I should say- 

28079. In your official capacity have you taken sound- 
m?a 7 — ^I have. 

26080. Have you surveyed the upper portion of the 
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Biaiskirater between ViUierstown and Cappoquin ? — I am 
notan engineer, but I made out what I call a rough survey, 
taking the depths of water in the river from Cappoquin to 
ViUierstown at low water ordinary spring tides and showing 
the depths of water for about every 2 or 3 yards of the 
distance. 

26081. Did you do that for the Youghal Harbour 
CommiKionera ? — At the request of the Youghal Harbour 
Commissioners. 

26082. How long ago was that ?— It was taken in 1905. 

26033. In the month of October ? — In the month of 
September, but I did not send in my report on the matter 
until the month of October, having had to finish the 
survey and put it into form 

26084. Would you explain to the Commission what was 
the result of your survey ? — I have a report here which I 
wiD leave with you and, if this map would assist you to 
follow it, I would show it to you. (Showitig Ike same and 
making explanations thereon from the report by the Witness.) 

The Witness also pointed out Ute chief obstniclions in the 
river and stated Oiat those marked in red on the plan were 
covered at high jvater. 

26083. What you suggest is that those obatruotions 
should be removed ? — Yes. 

26088. Did you make an estimate as to the cost ?— 
No. 

dr (itmy's 26087. You have the report wliich was prepared by 
i^/ils79. Mr. Otway? — Yes, and here is the report; he did this at the 
request of the Harbour Board of Youghal in October of 
1879; “In accotdanco with your instructions I have 
made a careful examination of the River Blackwater from 
Cappoquin to some distance below ViUierstown with the 
view of ascertaining the ease of the \vorks requisite to 
give 4 feet of water at low water ordinary spring tides in 
a channel sufficiently wide for the purpose of navigation 
by a suitable steamer. I beg herewith to submit a plan 
and section of the river between Cappoquin and Villiers- 
town which shows the several shoals through which it 
is necessary to out, and I have laid down approximately 
on the plan the course which gives least work and takes 
the utmost advantage of the deep water which exists at 
present. I have thought it better to come under the 
railway bridge at Cappoquin and use the present quay 
which at a small additional cost could be made available 
tor a steamer to come alongside at low water ; the diffi- 
culty which now presents itself is a short shoal and a 
rapid current which runs under the western bank caused 
by the projecting point and sudden bend in the river. 
By cutting away this point as shewn on the plan to 4 feet 
below low water and removing the shoal a steamer could 
be easily navigated through the railway bridge, and come 
alongside the quay, which is only about a quarter of a 
mile from the railway station, and tiie road has easy 
gradients.” 

26088. 1 do not think it is necessary to read the whole 
of the Report if you could let us have a copy of it. Would 
yon come to his estimate ? — He says : “ I think that to 
give 4 feet of water at low water ordinary spring tides 
from Cappoquin to ViUierstown in a channel 60 feet 
wide through the shoals, and making the quays at Cap- 
poquin, Camphire and ViUierstown suitable for a steamer 
to come alongside at low water, the cost would not exceed 
£3,000.’ 

26089. That was in 1879 ?— Yes. 

26090. Yon say you have known the river for thirty- 
five years. Has the river deteriorated a good deal since 
then ?— I think a considerable silting has taken place 
since 1879. 

26091. And the work would be so much heavier ? — I 
believe that. 

26092. {Sir John Dnrington): This survey of yours 
was 1905 ? — Y’es, two years ago. 

26003. (Jfr. Davison.) The quay has been made now ? 
— The stage has been built by the county council since 
then 


26096. Have you any idea how much more the clearing 2Ir. Cornelias 
of the rivet would cost than the estimate given by Me. P. OarrtM, 
Otway ? — I believe it would cost considerably more than "Poughal. 
Mr. Otway’s estimate abthat time. 

26097. You would not like to commit yourself to any 
figure ? — I would not. 

26098. Isitpart of your duty as harbour master to give 
returns of tho traffic in goods and merchandise ? Yes. 

26099. That would include the seaward traffic ?— Yes, 
seaward and everything that would pass in through 
the harbour or outwards. 


largest again in 1901— 


26100. Are you able to give us any figures as regards 
the volume of that traffic ?— I have taken a digest of the 

tonnage inwards and outwards for five years That is 

the portion of the tonnage relating to the upper portion 
of the river, not what was discharged or loaded at tho 
quays at Youghal, and I find that for five years the regis- 
tered tonnage that went up the river was 13,027. That 
would make an average of 2,603 registered tone per year, 
or an average of a dead weight cargo of 4,388. 

26101. {Hr. KillicL) Did that all go up to Cappoquin ? 

Not all to Cappoquin; it was distributed at various 
places. If the river had been deepened to Cappoquin I 
believe a good proportion of tho Lismore cargoes that are 
now discharged lower down would go to Cappoquin for 
discharge. 

26102. {Chairmat).) Apparently the traffic has some- 
what decreased, because looking at the details of your 
figures the registei'ed tonnage ivas largest in the first year 
—1901 ?— Yes, because the trade that used to go to 
Cappoquin in sailing vessels has been lost, owing to the 
river being shallowed. 

3 3,311 ?— 

26104. And since then it has fluctuated, but you say 
the average is 2,605 ? — Yes, for five years. 

26105. {Lord Brasecy.) A year ? — A year. 

26106. (Chairman,) That is the inwards traffic How 
about the outwards traffic ?— The outwards traffic would 
consist principally of timber and oafs. For the five years 
the timber outwards would amount to 12,048 tons, or an 
average of 2,409 tons a year, wid the oats to 31,797 barrels, 
or an average of 6,359 per year. 

26107. I see the oats i 
9,160 barrels ? — Yes. 

26108. But as respects the timber it was largest in 
1902 2,836 tons ? — Y'es, that would arise because 
certnm estates might be cutting timber off in the district 
and th^ame might not take place in another particular 
year. The sales of timber would not average; for in- 
stance, there is now in the neighbourhood of Cappoquin 
a Youghal merchant who has bought something like 2 000 
tons of timber which will be exported, and will have to be 
brought don-n on account of the shallowness of the river 
from Cappoquin to very near Y’oughal in barges. 

26109. Is Youghal in the cotmty of Cork or in the 
county of Waterford ?— It is on the extreme east point of 
the county of Cork. 

26110. The boundary goes Just beyond it ?— Tlie 
Blackwater divides it from the county of Waterford 

20111. Is there a large business done at Youghal 7 
iou have eliminated the Y’oughal business in giving 
these figures and have given us the business which goes 
higher up the river, but is there a large business at 
Yougbai ? — In the year 1905 they passed in through the 
harbour of Youghal 22,000 tons odd of coal. Coal is 
ihe chief import. 

26112. In what sort of boats does that come now !— 
We have vessels belonging to the port from 360 tons 
down to 150 tens. 

a colliers of that size ? 

26114. Arc they sailing ships or steamers f— Sailing 
ships. ® 

26115. All of them ?— AD of them. 

26116. Have you any steamboats plying from Youghal 
to any port ?— No, not plying, they are oocasional smaD 
strange steamers coming to discharge there. 

2 F 


26094. So that would come off the estimate ? — Yes. 
28095. (Oltairman.) How much would that take off the 
estimate 1 — I have no idea of the cost of that. 

336-11. 
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Mr. Comdiiis 26117. To discharge -what ? — Coal principally, some- 
times seeds, manure, cement and slates. 

26118. Is there much other inward trade besides 

23 Apr. 1907. ^ imports ere timber, bath log timber and 

deals — ^North American cargoes and cement, slates, 

manures and seeds. ^ 

26119. But the largest of all is coal ?— Coal is the 
largest import. 

26120. (Mr. Waldron.) Does the Clyde Steamship 
Company trade there ? — No. 

26121. (Chairman.) I asked about the inward trade; 
now what outward trade Is there at Youghal 7— The oats 
and timber trade. That would be rough logs or hewn 
timber and pit wood consisting of gross timber such as 
beech, ash, larch or oak and that class of timber. 

26122. How are they conveyed? Do the colliers 
take them back ? — They load them and take them away 
to the Bristol Channel, and Garston, Liverpool. 

26123. (Lord Kenyon.) Has there been any attempt 
made to buoy this river at all ’—The jurisdiction of the 
Harbour Board does not extend as far as Cappoquin, 
only about two miles from Youghal. 

26124. Some system of buojnng -will have to be carried 
out as well as the plan you propose ?— There are a number 
of local men who accompany vessels up there as pilots, 
and there is generally one of those taken with each vessel 
that goes up. 

26126. (Jlfr. W aldron.) 1 suppose the Youghal Harbour 
Commissionere have a dredger, have they not ?— No. 

26X28. How do they do the dredging work for them- 
selves ? — In the Harbour you mean ? 

26127. Y’es ? — They do no dredging there. 

26128. In the two miles of Uie river within their juris- 
diction f — They do not dredge. 

26129. Has it ever occurred to them to seek for powers 
to extend up to Cappoquin and put a dredger on and 
charge tolls if there is a prospect of traffic ? W^ould that 
nob be a reasonable thing for them to do ?— I daresay the 
Harbour Board would interest itself, but their revenue is 
not sufficiently large to do the work and that is the reason 
they are trying to help on this scheme. I daresay they 
would contribute something towards the expense. 

26130. And they would take the management of the 
thing themselves ? — Very possibly. 

26131. Is there any export of the Youghal earthenware ? 

— \ ery small ; it principally goes by rail. 

26132. (Mr. Croesley.) What is the biggest vessel flaat 
comes mto Voughal ?— We have had vessels there with 
North American cargoes of timber up to 1,200 tons. 

26133. I suppose that wants a high tide ’—Not neces- 
sarily ; you could bring in any vessel in there drawing 15 
or 16 feet of water on the top of the tide. 

26134. (3£r. Waldron.) It is principally a fishing port, 
is it not ’—There is a salmon fishing industry there, and 
they do some deep sea fishing there in the se^on for 


26135. There is a good deal of fishing business done 
there, ts there not ? — There is. 

26136. (Chai)Tnan.) Is Dungar\-an a better port than 
i oughal, can larger ships enter there ?— I would not say so. 

26137. Are there any docks or basins at either ’—\o it 

is an open tidal harbour. ' ’ 

26138. Have you any quays 5— W'e have at Youghal. 
26139. Can ships lie alongside your quays ’—Yes. 
26140. Have they also at Dungarvan ? — They have. 

of tide hare von at 
Y oughal ’—About 15 feet on springs and 11 feet on'neaps. 

26142. And at Cappoquin ?-I should say the neaps 
at Cappoqum would be about a 7 feet rise and fall from 
that to 10 feet on spring, 

26141 So tkot jou hav. 15 feet on npring M roughnl 
and 10 feet at Cappoquin ?— Yes. ° 

261«. And the improvement of the channel- the 
of the cfaannel-wouJd probably increase the 
of water at Cappoquin on spring tides I should 


26145. In the return of registered tonnage you have 
placed before the Coraiuission are those all vessels enterin 
the port of Youghal ’—Yes, they have to pass through thl 
port of Youghal to go to Cappoqum. “ 


26146. And you gob dues ?— We get dues on the vessel 
passing upwards only on the registered tormage. 

26147. On the registered tonnage a vessel passine 
through Youghal to Cappoquin, although she does not 
discharge at Yougha', pays harbour dues ? — Quite so. 

26148. I\Tiat benefit do you confer upon the vessels 
for these harbour dues, that is, on the vessels that go up. 
to Cappoquin and do nob touch at Youghal ?— They mav 
remain in the harbour at Youghal and make use of the 
harbour on their way up ; they do not always pass tight 
through on tho one tide. 


26149. They simply anchor there ? — Yes. 


26150. I suppose they get the benefit of your lighting 
and buoying if you do that ; but we are not sure that yon. 
do ? — No, our lighthouse is under the Board of Irish 
Lights, but all our quays are lighted. 

26151. But still the vessels passing up to Cappoquin 
at present pay yon harbour dues on the registered tonnage 
of the ships ? — Yes. 


26152. For which you only give them anchorage practi- 
cally ? — Yes. 


26153. Does it not appear natural, therefore, thabyonr 
Harbour Board should take the initiative in any pro- 
posal to improve the river ? — If they had the funds, 
I think they would take the initiative, but they are poor. 

26154. Do you think they could not raise the funds on 
cargoes going up to Cappoquin ?— They would have tp 
apply for new powera to Parliament to extend their 
jurisdiction. 


26155. But if the prospects are so bright as has been 
put before us it appears to me tlrat between the county 
and the Harbour Board of Youghal they ought to be 
able to do something towards improving this portion of 
the river ? — I could not answer that. 


28156. (Mr. Laineon.) At 
Yes. 


Youghal you have quays ?— 


26157. And also a railway ?— The railway does not 
come within a mile and a half of the quay, or a mile. 

28158. That seems a general practice in Ireland f — 
There have been difficulties in bringing tho railway 
there — there was a Bill presented to ParUament for the 
purpose, which was rejected. It vma a connecting link 
which would have afiorded railway communication on 
the quays. 

2C159. All the vessels that pass up the river pass 
through your jurisdiction ? — Yes. 

26160. And you cliarge them a toll ? — Yes. 

26161. What toll is that ? — One penny on the registered 
tonnage. 

20162. And you have, as far as I can make out, about 
6,000 tons passing up and down in tho year ?— Yes, 
about that on the average. 

26163. And the Irish Parliament seemed to think that 
£2,500 would put the river right '1 — That was in 1761. 

26164. And you think that it might cost twice as 
muoh ? — I believe mysolf at the present time the diffi- 
culties would be great. 

26165. Do you not think a little could bo done each, 
year ? — I think it would be cheaper to make one job of it 
—remove the shoals, which I think could be done within a. 
year. 


26166. Supposing you taxed those 6,000 tons at Is. a 
ton you could do a good deal of work on that interest 7 — 
Do you mean to put the Is. a ton on to the tonnage of 
the vessels going up ’ 

26167. On to the cargo ? — Wo have no jurisdiction on. 
the cargo going up the river. 

26168. Why do you want to send cargo up the river ? — 
Because I bdievo the waterway is the natural distribut- 
ing medium for that portion of the country. 

26169. Speaking for Youghal ? — Speaking for cor* 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


227 


26170- You would be rablier glad of that ? — If the 
levenne were increased in any way it would mean an 
increase of revenue, but I do not think the Harbour Board 
look on it from that point of view. 

26171. Their interest is to get the tolls ? — Of course 
•that is primarily their interest, but I do not think, looking 
at it from the financial point of view, they are anxious on 
that account to increase the vessels for the mere purpose 
of getting the penny on the registered tonnage, because a 
vessel going up with 150 tons of coal would only mean a 
revenue of about 5s. for them. 

26172. Have the towns up the river any voice on the 
Harbour Board at Youghal ? — No. 

26173. And naturally, of course, the Youghal Harbour 
Board would prefer that everything should be landed at 
their port ? — It would, of course, be more of a profit 
to them if the merchandise were discharged within the 
jurisdiction of their port. 

2617A You would get an extra toll for that ? — We 
tget the cargo dues on the cargo then. 

26176. (Sir Johi irilson.) I understand that the 
navigation from Youghal to Cappoquin is very much 
■disturbed by shoals ? — Yes. 

26176. So that while vessels formerly — twenty years 
ago — of 200 tons could go direct up to Cappoquin, now 
very small vessels only can go there ? — Y’ea ; they do 
not go to Cappoquin now. 

26177. How do they take coal up now ? Do they 
require to tranship the coal at Youghal and take it up 
Sn barges ? — Yes, they have to go up the 18 miles to 
■Cappoquin in barges. 

2617S. Have you estimated the cost of that as compared 
■with the cost of a va^l going direct from the South Wales 
■coalfield up to Cappoquin 1 — I am certain it would cost 
at least from 2s. to 2s. 6d. a ton between transhipping and 
Ihe carriage to Cappoquin. 

26179. Have you estimated the cost of restoring that 
navigation to the position it was in formerly ? I under- 
•stood you have made an estimate ? — No ; Mr. Otway’s 
estimate is here. Mr. Otway was the engineer who took 
a survey of the river in 1879, and he estimated the cost at 
£3,000. 

20160. £3.000 in 1879 ?— Yes. 

26181. And the Irish Parliament gave £2,500 in 1761 ?— 
Yes. 

26182. (Chairman.) Your opinion is that it would 
■cost about double that now ? — I would not be in a position 
to give an exact figure but I consider it would cost more 
than that. 

26183, (Sir John Wilson.) You consider it would cost 
)more than £3,000 ? — Yes. 

26184. Probably double !— I would not say double. 

I 26185. Supposing it were to cost double and I do not 

I think that is a very large estimate — do you not think that 

Youghal should get jurisdiction over the river or in con- 
■ junction with the authorities of Cappoquin and charge so 

' muchaton. You havestatedtbatthecostof transhipping 

' -coal at Youghal and sending it up to Cappoquin in barges 

I is something not loss than 2s. a ton, and I think your 

; .estimate is very moderate. Now there are 6,000* tons at 

I present^ and there would probably be double that amount 

i if you had the navigation restored and able to take vessels 
-direct from the Soutti Wales coalfield right up to Cappoquin. 
You would probably have 12,000 tons V — Yes. 

[ 26186. And if you had 2s. a ton you would probably 

' have £2,000 revenue annually supposing you charged 

4hat ? — Yes. 

26187. Why do yon not raise that money yourselves 
•then ? It seems a good scheme f — Because the Harhoor 
Board at Youghal has no jurisdiction, as I told you ; they 
■would have to apply for extended Parliamentary powers 
and I believe that the merchants to whom those cargoes 
are discharged might oppose having a toll placed upon 
•them. It would mean something to the merchants. 

26188. But at present they cannot get their vessels up 


• The 6,500 tons would not be all for Cappoquin, and the 
^luea payable to Harbour Board at Youghal, if within their 
.jurisdiction, would be only perhaps Id. per ton. 
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direct and something must be done. Surely they are not ilfr. Oorneliiie 
going to pursue a dog-in-the-manger policy ? — I could not P. Carroll, 
speak for that. Youghal. 

26189. (Chairman.) Perhaps you did not hear 23 1907 

Stanley, who said that they would be glad to pay a toll . ' . 

toward the expense ? — I did not heiu' that. 

20180. (Sir John Wilson.)T^o doubt you would easily get 
powers from Parliament, and probably the Commissioneta 
here would think that a very good subject to recom- 
mend, and I would advise you to cast your views in that 
direction ? — Onr revenue at Youghal is so depleted that 
I am afraid they would hardly consider it a financial 
benefit. 

26181. What you have stated yourself that there is 
6,000 tons going up to Cappoquin per annum and that 
your estimate is 2s. per ton of saving if a vessel could go 
direct to Cappoquin instead of haviog to tranship the 
goods at Youghal and take them up in barges ? — Yes. 

26192. I have pointed out to you that that 6,000 tons 
would bring you in at 2s. a ton £600 per minum, which 
would return a very good interest on £12,000 of a cost in 
putting the river in good order. It seems to me it is 
a very excellent subject for your consideration ? — Yes, 
no doubt it is. 

26193. (Sir John Brunner.) Have you ever seen the 
beginning of the correction of any river for the purpose 
of deepening it on3nvhere ? — I have not. 

26194. Have you ever watched the effect of a very small 
number of stones put into a shoal in order to divert the 
current ? — I have not. 

26195. Equally then you have never seen the effect of a 
small amount of watering over the diversion of the current 
in the river ? — I have not 

26196. You would have no idea then how to begin 
supposing you wanted to restore the river to the condition 
it was in thirty years ago, and you had thirty years to do 
it in. Have you any idea how to begin ? — I have not ; 

I am not an expert in that way at all. I do not give my 
evidence as expert evidence as regarding the engineering 
portion of it. 

26197. You have never seen what effect it has upon a 
river to put a few stones down to divert the current ?— I 
have not. 

26198. But you have heard that this river would, like 
all other rivers, have a power of deepening itself ? — I 
have heard that from engineering evidence. 

26199. Mr. Otway gave an estimate of the cost of doing 
it all at once ?— Yes. 

26200. And you yourself scud that it would be better 
to do it all at once ? — I believe it would. 

26201. You have not got the money ?— No. 

26202. Do you think it is worth while to study the 
question as to how a river can be induced to deepen itself 
at very small expense ?— I certainly would think it very 
beneficial, for the information would be very beneficial. 

26203. Do you think it possible that any of the authori- 
ties there could be induced to study the question as how a 
river can be at a very small expense induced to deepen itself 
and straighten itself ? — The immediate parties connected 
with this upper portion of the river would be the county 
councils, because the Harbour Board of Youghal have not 
got that within their jurisdiction. 

26204. The county council has not power ? — I do not 
know whether they harve power or not ; I could not answer 
that question. 

26205. The bed of the river is the private property of the 
Duke of Devonshire, I understand ? — Yes. 

26206. Do you Imow any other instance of a part of the 
bed of a tidal stream being private property ? — I do not. 

26207- Nothing could be done therefore, without the 
assent of the Duke of Devonshire ? — I do not think there 
could i you would have first to get his consent before you 
could interfere with it. 

26208. One more question. You have told us that a 
very large amount of the trouble is produced by gravel ?— 

Gravel shoals ; there is a layer of gravel on top from the 
stratum I found there, and under that there is fine sand, and 
under that marl or mud. 

2F-2 
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Jfr. Conieliiis 2^09. Is there a market for gravel ? Could gravel 
P. CarroU, be sold ? — I am afraid the cost of transit from our place 
yougkci. would bo such that it would not pay to try to sell it. 

23 Apr. 1907. ^26210. A good deal of gravel is brought intoGareton?— 
Not from anywhere in the south that I know of. 

26211. If gravel costs nothing it costs the some wherever 
it is got ; if gravel could be got there for nothing would 
there not ^ a market for it in Gaiston ? — You cannot get 
it for nothing ; any gravel that you would raise would cost 
something to raise it. 

26212. Yes, but if the rasing has got to be done the 
gravel could be sold could it not ?— I am afraid the 
quantity there is would not pay for the transit of it. I 
think, as far as I can see, it is only a mere skin surface 
over these shoals. 

26213. Then is it fair to call it beds of gravel ? The 

shoals are covered with gravel. 

26214. There is a very smaO amount of gravel there ? 
— Very small. 

26215. That I did not understand ; I thought these 


were gravel shoals ?— I tliink the amount of grave! h 
very small — only some inches deep. 

26216. Below a very small depth of gravel it is sand 1 
— Yos, it gets finer as it goes down and then resolves itself 
. into mud ; there is mud in the lower stratum. 

26217. How deep is that ?— I bored it to about 4 feet. 
20218. And you got to what ?— I got mud all the way 


26219. Soft mud ? — Soft mud. 


26220. And, therefore, material that a river would move 

of itself if the current were con-ected ? I would not 

say that you could move it at the present time without 
disturbing if first by some mechanical means. 


xxxo livoi IUUV08 me gravel f— it must move 
It, of course, to get it on to the shoal. 

26223. And if the river has moved it — the river can 
be induced to move it again ? — Undoubtedly, 

The WilTiess withdrew. 

The Oommissifm adiourned. 
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Mr. Peanois Alebed Cubeey, called ; and Examined. 

20224. (GAatrman.) You are soUcitor to the Duke of 2fic^in v * j x , . 

Devonshire — Yes. to understand that; the riphfs art 

o«oos \r J ■ J. , . absolute and nobody can touch tlie river without the 

20^. You desire to explain to the Commission His consent of the Duke of Devonshire ''—1 thinic that is the 

Grace’s pomtioa in regard to the River Blackwater ?- proper view of it. • l thmlc that is the 

Yes. Hw Grace wishes mo only to mention that he is the o«oqi ti x • 

owner of the fishery and the bed and soil of the River v “®-\ wat in the past created any difBcnlty, oi 

Blaokwater practically from Lismore do^ to thf III ^ 

26232. There has been no controversy on the subject ?— 
here ™.....,x controversies before the Duke’s rights 
lars ago. 

26233. When you say " years ego ” wlmt do you mean I 
~ T , ‘y ^ Decyee in the House of Lore’s 

in 1882, 1 think it was. 

26234. In 1882 it was the subject of a suit in the Houss 
Of Lo^ and then it was all settled ?— Yes ; for a lonj 
long tme litigation went on about it. and finally it was 
brought to the House of Lords and a judgment was 
His Giaise’s favour— that was in the late Duke’s 


liaiiciy auu me sjen ana soil of the B 

Blaokwater practically from Lismore down to the sea x <xn 

with the exception of some portions belonging to the 26232. There has been m 
estate of Dromanagh, as I think it is called, which I There wcie groat controv, 
beheve IS now the property of Mr. ViUiers Stewart. I am "'ef® established rears ago 
not quite sure about that.* ^ 

26226. Dromanagh is not far from Youghal ?— Between 
Tough al and Cappoquin. 

26227. A little below Cappoquin ?— Yes. 

26^. Is there any further statement you wish to make 
on behalf of the Duke ! — No, nothing else. 

26229. [Sir John Dorington.) By "ownership” would 
that extend to your being able to control the dredgina of the S'^'ea 
river ?— I think the dredging of the river WOTld bo an 
interference with His Grace’s rights. 


. 1 x^u ‘ psragrepli is not quite accurate. It should read 
that Hia GmM is o^er of the whole bed and soil of tlie 
n%-er from ateve Lismore to the sea, and of the fishery in 
the whole of that part of the river, except in two portions 
belonging to the estate of Dromanagh. ‘ portions 


s the litigation between ? — The nan 
°s really a litigation on behalf of ti 


26286. Whom \vm 
was Neill, and it v 
public. 

26238. Who took up the part of the public ?— I oann 
tell you J it was certain individuals. I do not rememl 
at present who they were. 
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2G237. Private individuals ? — Nominally private in- 
dividuals, but; as I understand it, if I recollect tlie liistory 
of the litigation rightly, the question was whether the 
Duke had got the bed and soil and the fishery or whether 
there were public rights, whether it was a public fishery or 
whether it was a private one. On behalf of the public certain 
individuals claimed ; they were fishermen, I believe, who 
were supported by others of course to test this very 
question, with the result that the Duke established bis 
rights to the fishery and the bed and soil of the river. 

26238. Supposing it was desired to make the river 
Blackwater navigable, it could only be done with the 
consent of the Duke of Devonshire ?— Yes. 

26239. Supposing the Yonghal Harbour Board desired 
to make the river navigable they could not do it ? — I 
should have thought not without an Act of Parliament. 

26240. I am only just trying to ascertain exactly 
how the matter would lie 1 — It would be an interference 
I lake it, as a matter oflawwith private property, which 
could not be done without the authority of Parliament. 

26241. Not even such a simples work a putting io a few 


stones or a training wall to make the river scour in the Mr. Franci} 
proper direction ; that could not be done No, not Alfred 

, sSS'u 

26242. (Lord Braesey.) I would like to ask just one /jj jjute oj 
question : whether His Grace’s interests in the adjacent Devonshire. 
property are such as would at all warrant hia advisers in ■ ■ 
recommending that His Graceshould contribute to the cost 24 Apr. 1907. 
ofanyimprovementinthenavigationof the Blackwater? — ~~~ 

That, I am afraid, is a practical question, and I could not 
answer that. 

26243. {Mr. Davison.) Where does the sea commence ? 

— At YoughaL 

26244. How do you define where the sea commences?— 

I am afraid I cannot teU you. 

26245. The tide tuns up as far as beyond Cappoquin ? — 

Y’es. I am afraid I cannot tell you what the exact defini- 
tion of the boundary would be. 

26246. I suppose it is defined somewhere ?— It would be 
defined, no doubt, in the judgment delivered in the House 
of Lords. 

The H'l'tness icUhdrew 


Mr. Jamf.s Phelan, called ; and Examined. 


26247. {Chairman.) Y'ou own boats which ply on the 
River Suir as far as Clonmel ? — Yes, between Waterford 
and Clonmel. 

26248. We heard of you from the only other owner of 
boats plying on the part of the river above Carrick-on-Suir, 
Mr. Grubb ? — Yes. 

20249. You and he ace practically the only carriers 
on the river above Carrick-on-Suir t — That is so. 

26259. You are the only owners of the teams of horses 
which are used for that purpose ? — That is so. 

26251. How many horses do you keep for the purposes 
of hauling ?— We keep for the purposes of hauling fifteen 
to sixteen, but we only use twelve at a time. 

26252. Are you as a general rule obliged to use twelve, 
or does it depend on the state of the rivet ? — It is a 
general rule ; twelve is the general number used. 

26253. And all the difficulties in the navigaciou are 
above Carrick-on-Suir, as Mr. Grubb told ua ? — Y'es. 

28254. And it is in that part of the river between 
Cirrick-on-Suir and Clonmel that you incur all your heavy 
expenses ? — Yes. 

2626.1. How many tons do you carry annually ? — On 
an average about 14,000 tons. 

26250. Does tbe distribution take place from Carrick-on- 
Suit and Clonmel to a great distance around ? — Yes. 

26267. When you speak of 14,000 tons that is the whole 
that you carry from Waterford ? — That includes up and 
down. 

26268. Itis on thewholeriverfrom Waterford upwards ? 
— Yes, there is none of that distributed at Carrick ; that 
comes direct from Waterford to Clonmel. 

2C26S. The 14,000 is all Qonmel ? — Yes. 

26260. Is it distributed to considerable districts to a 
distance of 26 or 30 miles ? — Yes. 

26261. What does the trafiio principally consist of ? — 
Of grain, timber, wool and other things. 

26262. There is also coal, is there not 7 — Certainly ; 
coal is a very big item. 

26263. And manures ? — And manures. 

26264. And . floor and batter ? — Yes. 

26265. We also hoard that there was some milk; do 
you carry milk ? — We do not ; we could do it but we 
cannot meet the steamers. We do not takethatloading; 
we could get it if we could take it. 

26266. Are those items you have mentioned all inwards 
trafflo or are part of them outwards traffic 7 — There is 
about two-thirds inwards I should say and about one- 
third goes out. 

26267. What is the nature of the outwards traffic ? — 
Grun and timber and wool sometimes. 

26268. How many teams of horses are there on the 


river for towing ; you possess one 7 — There are two at 
present, ours, and one belot^ing bo Mr. Grubb. 

26269. That is the Suir Steam Navigation Company 7— 
Yes. 

26270. Sometime ago were there more 7 — Yes. 


Hr. James 
PhtLav, 
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26271. How many 7 — I think there were as many as 
our teams — I remember three but I think there was more. 


26272. Were there many more boats than there are 
now 7 — A good many ; all the traders in the town kept 
boats of their own in former times. 


26273. Whot has been the cause in the (hminution of 
the number of boats 7 — The expenses the keep of the 
hors^ ; nobody could keep them on account of tbe 
expense, and they gave up boats and alL 
26274. And you found that horses were idle from low 
water in summer and floods in winter ?— Yes. 


26276. And therefore the owners of the horses gave- 
tbem up 7 — Yes. 

26276. IVhat do you think will happen to the traffic 
if there is no improvement ? — I do not think it will be 
continued. I think it will cease. 


26277. Would you give your own description of the 
obstacles which you encounter now ? — The obstacles 
ate the flooding of the tow-path and the shallows and the 
currents. 

26278. I see you are tronbled with low water in many 
places and with rapid currents in other places 7 — YeA 

26279. Is it in winter principally that the tow-path is 
flooded 7 — Yes. 

26280. What is your opinion as to the remedy which 
ought to be adopted 7 — Tbe expense of twelve horses 
is one difficulty that should be remedied. 

26281. Y'ou mean that the water should be so dealt 
with or the mode of traction so altered, that boats should 
no longer have to be hauled by twelve horses 7— Yes. 

26282. Have you any view as to the plans which have- 
been put forward for the improvement of the river 7 
Have you gone into them at all 7 — -No, but I have heard, 
of them. 

26283. Mr. Grubb gave us a good deai of evidence i.i 
det^ about them; but that question you would rather 
not deal with ? — I have only heard of them, but I was 
with Mr. Oliver when he made his tonr on the part of the 
Agricultural Department and he put forward a scheme 
of a moving rope on the bank. 

26284. Have you any opinion upon that ?— Na I 
do not think I can ofier any opinion as to it. 

26286. We have his Report before us?— I have heard 
a chain system discussed also. 

26286. Mr. Grubb undertook to get for us some figures 
as regards the total number of barges and he sent in a 
statement of them. Have you seen that statement 7 
You must have kindly given some information to Mr. 
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Grubb to enable him to send in his statement ; is that so ? 
—I only gave it to him casually; he told me it was 
required and ive sent it on to the Commission directly 
OMJsmTCs. I was speaking to him aiterwards and he 
asked now much we sent in. 

26287. You say you sent it in to the Commission; 
was It not to Mr. Grubb you sent it in ? — No, I think 
we sent it direct to the Commission. {StaUtneid No. 2, 
-Appendix No. 6, p. 13 o/ the Appendices in Irish Blue- 
bool; ■was laid before the Witness.) That may indnde 
his own. •' 

26288. It includes his own but the figures will be 
amved at, I suppose, so far as the traffic between Carriek- 
on-bttir and Waterford is concerned, by adding together 
your traffic and his traffic ?— Yes. 

262M. .Are you able to say whether those figures 
are about right ? — Yes, ours would he about half that 
I thank. ’ 

26290, There is no authority whatever on the river to 
re^te the traffic or the flow of the river, or to keep 
any order between Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel ?— 

■26291. And no toll is charged between those toums ?— 

>. 0 . 

^292. I should like to ask you whether you have any 
opimon on the question of a further canal which Mr. 
Grubb advocated at the end of Question 13S08, namely 
to connect the River Suir Navigation with the Shannon, 
to paM through Cahir to join the Shannon : have you heard 
anything about that ?- Yes, there were takeu 

some tune ago. 

20293 Cm you give the Commission your view upon 
that ?— I think it would be good. 

26294 If such a navigation were made do you think 
you would make much use of it ?— I thin k so. 

of railway along the whole of 
that route, is there not There is. 

26296. Do you thii^ a waterway could successfuUy 
oom^fe with that radway ?-I know that the waterway 
could compete successfully between Waterford and 
Clonmel but of course I have not an idea what it would 
above. I ^ow it is not a question of what is done 
l^tween Waterford and Clonmel at present^ bet I think 
there could be a great deal more done ; it is what could 
be done. 

the wafer 

from Waterford to Clonmel than the railway could carry ’ 
.toM e“;“' “ ^ “• “• 

^ ®^PP°s® you can carry more 
than the railway can 

26299. You find you can compete successfully with the 
railway company there ?-Yes ; the rates on the raOway 
are very low at present between Waterford and Clonmel. 

26^. So that the public get two benefits ; first of all 
‘“T ou- tJie railway, and then they also 
have the alternative of going by water ? Yes ^ 

26301. What do you think would happen supposing 
hfnV * ^ waterway up to ao^el ?-Well. I 

thi^ eventually the rates by rail would be raised For 
mst^, the rate between Kilkenny and Waterford is 
between Clonmel and 
AVaterford on com is only 2s. 6d., and it is about ^e 
same distance, but Kilkenny has not a waterway. 

263^2. Is there anything else you would like to say 
-No. i would hke to make one remark— I think I hav^ 
aimwered It already-that the traffic, as far as I thtek 
Will not be continued unless the waterway is imprev^’ 

the espenses of the horees are so great. pruvea. 

P-wf of tbe South 

Biding of I^perary, or the municipalities of Clonmel and 

account for them ; 

I know the cmunty council is already contribating to the 

repair of the tow-path and the walls. u mb 

■263M. It WM ,ngg«tted to u. that if they were relieved 
of the eipenee. of the tow-pith by the adiptioa of 'ome 
other fotm ofttMtioh they oould be prepired to give hS 

m p^e of that simil.r help to what they ha". .S 
Already ?— I am quite sure they would. ® 


— The shallow parts 


2G305. Do you know at all about the feeling in CI<w>m«! . 
would Clonmel be willing to give some assistance f—t 
cannot say. ' * 

26306. (Mr. KiUkk.) Is the condition of matters anv 
worse than it was twenty years ago ? It is. '' 

26307. In what respect is it worse ? 
are becoming more shallow. 

26308. Has anything been left undone during the k,t 
twenty years that was done before that time 
has been nothii^ dene whatever except what the boat 
owners have done, and that was very little. 

26309. Is the condition of the river such now that vou 
see m the future ffie abandonment of the navigation 
between Camck-on-Suir and aorunel ?— Yes. ® 

26310. Unless some improvement in the watenvay is 
?— ^nm improvement with some system besides 
tee horre haulage ; there wants to be some system besides 
horses, because you cannot do with less than twelve and 
the expense of the twelve horses makes the cost of traffir 
too high. ^ 

j weight of cargo these twelve horses 

draw.— 40 tons is the general cargo, but when tee water is 

low it sometimes goes down os low as 23 or 24. 

have the twelve horses ?— And 
you still have the twelve horses and more lighters 

26313. (Mr. Griffith.) The 40 tons is carried in two 
boats, IS It not ? — Yes, when the water allows it. 

26314. You never carry more than 20 tons in a boat 
^ you ?— When the load is divided between two boats 
tee one boat carries about 24 teas and the other about 
16. Jhat 18 on good working water. 

26315. When the water is low you cannot work at all ? 

We eon, but we must have extra lighters that they 
tranship tee cargo into at Carrick-on-Suir, and it comes 
on then to 0onmel. 

26316. Do your regular boats load in Waterford and 
come straight up all the way 7— The regular boats, what 
we call tee Waterford boats, load at Waterford and 
bring a full cargo as far as Carriok-on-Suir, but they must 
lighten there to bring the loading on to aonmel. 

26317. But the same boat comes on ’ The sams boat 

comes on. 

26318. With a lighter load ?— With the lightera behind. 

26319. what you would wish would be to carry 
on there boats with their original load right through to 
Clomusl ? — Yes. or with one lighter anyway. 

26320. I think I heard you say that the railway rates 
at present are low rates to Clonmal ?— Yes. 

20321. Would you be content if those rates were ab- 
solutely fixed and could not be raised 1 Would you be 
satisfied then without the waterway ? You are afraid 
of the ratM going up as soon as the waterway is closed ?- 
J ha t IS what I would expect ; it is my opinion that except 
for tee waterway they would be higher. 

26322. Supposing the railway mtes were fixed so teat 
they could not be raised, would you be satisfied with 
tee ^sent state_ of affairs and abandon the waterway ?— 
That is a_ question I cannot answer ; you see we have 
eight or nine boats on the river and they are worth money 
to us, and if wc had to abandon teem and go on to tee raU- 
■vvay It would be a bad loss for us. 

26323. You are not earning your bread completely by 
the boats ; you are doing other work ? Yes. 

26324 And ff you got your materials up as cheaply 
^ railway would you not be satisfied, and get rid of your 
Ste\rite°”“ ^ ^ complain 

26325. To carry out any of these works would involve 
money and somebody would have to pay it ?-Of coune 
they would. ^ 

^counties paid they would charge you 
rates ?— We would get it back indirectly in low retes. 

26327. You think on the whole, though, it would be 
? spent money to improve the navigation 
up to Clonnel 7—1 am sure of it. 

26328. That is the burden of your evidence 7— Yes. 

26329. And you have not considered the methods and 
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do not wish to give any expression of opinion ns to whether 
it should bo made with a canalised river or otheiwise 
regulated ! — No. 

26330. {Mr. Daviaon.) On the map before me the 
River Soir navigation is shown from Waterford up to 
Carrick-on-Suir, but you trade on that route to Clonmel ? 
—Yes. 

26331. Tliere is no autliority between Waterford and 
Carrick-on-S«ir ? — There is no authority between Carrick- 
on-Suir and Clonmel looking after the navigation. 


26332. There is an authority between Carrick-on-Suir j/,. /amss 
and Waterford ? — I think there is a company between TKtlcn, 
Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir that has the right of Boaloumer, 
collecting tolls and to look after the navigation. River Suit. 

26333, I understood from previous witnesses that 04^™-. 1907 
repairs often had to be done by the barge-owners them- * 
selves ? — Yes, that is between Carriok and ClonmeL 
26334. But there is an authority between Garrick 
and Waterford ? — Y'es 

The Witness loithdreu'. 


Ma. Peter J, MACQL’riL.i.s, called ; and Examined. 


26335. {Chairman.) You live at Navan ?— Yes. 

26336. You are a trader there, are you not ?— Yes. 

26337. What is your particular business ? — A licensed 
trader and provision merchant. 

26338. You wished to make some observations on the 
evidence given before this Commission by Colonel Plows, 
the manager of the Great Northerii Railway of Ireland, on 
the subject of the Boyne Navigation ? — Yes. 

26339. Do you wish to refer particularly to the state- 
ment of Colonel Plews about the traffic f — Yea. 

26340. Would you make your statement ? — In reference 
to the evidence given before your Commission by Colonel 
Plews, General-Manager, Great Northern Railway of 
Ireland, re the Boyne Navigation Company, I take the 
liberty as a trader in Navan and one who is interested in 
the development of the canals and waterways of Ireland, 
of placing before your Commission some fact in connection 
with the working and the rates charged by the Meath River 
Navigation Company os against the Great Northern Rail- 
way Company between Drogheda and Navan. In his 
evidence Colonel Plews states, “ The Boyne Navigation 
Company took over the Boyne Canal from the Board of 
Works in 1896, and they leased it to the Meath River 
Navigation Company in 1902, who failed entirely to make 
a success of it, there was not sufficient traffic to warrant 
this canal being kept open, a railway ran alongside, and 
afforded all the accommodation required.” In 1902 when 
the Meath River Navigation Company took over the canal 
there was only one boat or lighter plying thereon, several 
of the lock gates were absolutely useless, and had to be 
removed and new gates put up, costing £477, three new 
lighters were built at a cost of over £1,000, and dry docks 
erected at Navan costing £1,422. It took some time to 
complete all this work, and it was well into the year 1003 
before the company started carrying goods for the general 
public. There are at present six lighters plying between 
Drogheda and Navan. The principal traffic comes from 
the Drogheda end, and consists of coal, meal, com, flour, 
bacon, etc., which is taken on board the company’s boats 
at Drogheda direct from the steamers and sailing vessels 
from Liverpool, etc. Within the past year a very fair 
through traffic has been carried in connection with the 
Coasting Steamships Company who cany goods from 
Derry, Belfast, Coleraine, Newry, Dublin, and Wexford 
and deliver at Drogheda whence they are lirought on by 
canal to Navan at a much less rate than it would take to 
bring the same commodity by rail. 

26341. Can you give us some of the rates which are 
charged betw'oen Drogheda and Navan on the canal, and on 
the railway rospoctively ? — Y'es. I may here mention 
that the raili.’ay station at Drogheda is a mile from the 
town and quays, goods having to be carted from the 
steamers to the railnay at a cost of la per ton and this cost 
must be added to the railway charges. 

26342. (jifr. Killick.) You are speaking of the station 
at Drogheda ? — Yes, the station, is a mile from the quays 
at Drogheda. 

26343. {Chairman.) And up hill ? — -And up hill, and 
it costs for cartage Is. per ton. The difference in rates 
between the canal and the Great Northern Railway to 
Navan, are, on sugar, canal rate 4s., on the Great Northern 
Rajlway, 7s. 6d. plus tho Is. cartage ; tea 4s. on canal 
and 9a 6d. on the railway with Is. ^ded ; bacon 3s. 4d. 
on canal, 6s. on tho railway; oats 2s. 3d. canal, and 
3s. 9d. on the railway; hardware 2s. 3d. on the canal, 
8s. 4cL on the railway ; and coal 2s. 3d. on the canal, 
and 3s. 3d. on the railway ; and Is. a ton has to be added 
for cartage to all the railway ratea You will see by 
these figures why Colonel Plews thinks that this canal 


should be closed. As regards his statement that there 2Ir. Peter J. 
was not sufficient traffic to warrant the canal being kept MacQuil/an, 
open, since the Meath River Navigation Company took Trader, 
over the canal there has been an increase in the tonnage Aaron, 
carried each year. In 1903 the number of tons carried „ 
was, 5344 tons; in 1904,7,440 tons; and in 1905,7,768 


g 24 Apr. 1907. 


26344. You cannot give us the figure for last year ?— 
1 cannot. 


26345. Has the traffic been kept up ? — It has been kept 
up, in fact it is improving. Another fact I would like to 
mention is that the board of works never encouraged 
trade by providing lighters ; this was never done until 
1896. The owners never acted as carriers imtil lately ; 
they were merely toll-receivers ; hence the business 
was allowed to drift to the railway company. 

26346. I do not quite understand this about the board 
of w orks not providing lighters ; how do the board of 
works come in ? — The Commissicners of Public Werks 
o'vned the Boyne Navigation up to 1896, in which year 
.an Act of Parliament entitled the “Boyne Navigaticn 
■Iransfer Act ” was passed, tranferring the Boyne Naviga- 
tion to the Boyne Navigation Co., Ltd. The hoard of 
works owned the Boyne Navigation before the Boyne 
Navigation came into being. I think tliere was a 
special Act of Parliament passed. 

26347. (ifr. Davison.) They hold it still, do they not, 
and lease it to this company ? — No, the Boyne Naviga- 
tion Company lease it to the Sleath River Navigation 
Company. 

26348. {Chairman.) Why should the board of works 
supply lighters ? — It was private people who had the 
lighters and the board of works merely acted as toil 
gatherers ; they charged a toll of, I think, something 
like 2s. a ton, and then the freight had to be paid after 
that. 

20349. What you argue is that the carrying was not 
done by the body in charge for the time being of the 
Boyne Navigation, until quite lately t — Until quite 
lately. 

26350. And now this Meath River Navigation Com- 
pany are acting as carriers t — Yes, they have built new 
boats, and act as carriers as well as proprietors. 

26351. Y'our explanation has enabled me to understand 
that part of your e^ndenoe t — The canal would un- 
questionabfy be now closed but for the steps taken in 
1896, and the money put int-o it by the late Mr. James 
McCann, M.P., subsequently. The great drawback to 
this canal is at the Drogheda end ; here the oana! ends 
at Oldbridge. The remaining two miles at Drogheda 
being by river can only be navigated at full tide, os the 
Bo5Tie is a tidal river. This necessarily causes delays 
and inconvenience to traders. If the canal could he 
continued on from Oldbridge to Drogheda or a break- 
water built about 240 3rards west of Dominick’s Bridge 
at Drogheda, the river could then be navigated at all 
hours, and would, I am sure, mote than double the 
existing traffic. I am sending you some railway and. 
canal rates to prove the figures quoted. Previous 
to this, practically all traffic by canal has come from ti.e 
Drogheda end, but during the past year there has been 
established at Athlnmaey about one mile from Navan on 
the banks of the canal a very extensive sawmills and 
furniture manufactory ; already they have shipped 
several cargoes of cut timber, tin-plate boxes, etc., from 
Drogheda to England, ail of which were carritd from 
Navan via canal to Drogheda. The secretary of this 
company informs me that they have orders on their 
booiu at present for about 500 tons of all classes of cut 
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r""’ together Tritli three cargoes of tin-plate boxes 

^ standing order of a cargo per month of tin-plate 
A’oi'on! boxes for the coming twelve months. On several occasions 

this company when pressed for time had to send large 

24 Apr. 1907. quantities of stuff by road to Navan Station and rail 

it to Dublin, thence by steamer to England. Needless 

to say this latter route entailed a lot of extra expense and 
practically ate up at] the profits of the Sawmills Company. 
To illustrate this point for you more forcibly I give you 
the rate per ton it cost to put their goods on board ship 
at Drogheda via canal from Navan, and at Dublin by 
rail from Navan. The cost by canal to Drogheda woiJd 
be 2s. 3d. per ton, and on board ship at Dublin it costs 
them 7s. 9d. per ton. If the breakwater before mentioned 
were built at Drogheda it would obviate all this unneces- 
sary trouble and expense, and enable this company 
to have their goods delivered at Drogheda in a much 
better condition and in a shorter space of tome. 

26352. 1^ there anything further you would wish to 
state ? — I think not. 

26353. {ilfr. JDanson.) The breakwater you speak of 
and have suggested to be put np just above the bridge 
at the Boyne is a weir, is it not, with gates ? — Yes, a 
weir with an entrance lock on the south side. 

26354. And you would canalise the river above that 
point ? — Yon might not canalise, because yon would 
have sufficient water then from that point np to the 
Oldbrldge locks. 

26355. (3/r. Griffith.) Arc these rates you have given 
us the railway rates from Drogheda to Navan ? — Yes. 

•26356. Have yon ever gone into the question of through 
rates from Dubfin direct to Navan, as against the method 
of sending by sea to Drogheda and then transhipping 
into your lighters ?— I have. The rates at present by 
coasting steamer and the canal would be something 
less than the railway rate from Dublin to Navan. 

26357. A little less ? — Yes. On sugar the combined 
rates between coasting steamers and canal would be 
7s. 3d. per ton, while the railway rate from Dublin to 
Navan would be 8s. 3d. per ton, leaving a difierence of 
Is. per ton. 

26358. That is on the through rate ? — Yes, and bacon 
is 7s. as against 7s. 6d. 

26359. Then the through rate from Dubiia for sugar 
ia apparently less than the rate from Drogheda to Navan 
according to ^ur table ; is that the case ?— No. The 
rate from Dublin to Navan by railway is 8s. 3d. and from 
Drogheda to Navan it is 7s. 6d. but the through rate from 
Dublin to Navan by canal is 7a. 3d. 

26360. And what is the rate by this new line of coasting 


steamers that' lias recently been established ?— That • 
7s. 3d. 

26361. As long as this coasting line exists you are 

favoiu'ably situated for carriage by water ? Yea Onr 

only difficulty is the delay of the stuff in transit' owine 
to the two miles of the river at Drogiieda only bebc 
navigable at high tide. The stuff has to remain there 
probably losing a whole day waiting for the next tide, ’ 

26362. And it ia necessary for your business to get it 
down in small lots quickly ? — Yes. ® 

26363. If the railway rates could be kept dow n sufficiently 
low to be equal to these combined sea and canal rates you 
would be satisfied 7— Yes. Of course we have no guarantee 
that if the sea and canal rate were discontinued the railway 
rates would be as they are at present. ^ 

26364. But you think it is essential for the improve- 
ment of this navigation that the canalising or the keeping 
up of the waterway of the Lower Boyne should be carried 
out by this weir and lock you have laid before us ?— Yes. 
1 am sure it would more than double the traffic, because 
the traders object to the delays in receiving their goods 
and if they could count on prompt delivery by the oanai 
and waterway I think they would give it preference. 

26365. (Mr. Killich.) There ia a rooky barrier, is there 
not, across the river just above Oldbrldge which makes 
it very shallow there ? I think I was told so when I was 
there ? — Yes, that would be if you are going to canalise 
the river between Oidbridge and Dominick’s Bridge; 
but by erecting the breakwater you would always have 
sufficient water in the river itself, and you would not 
have to canalise it, and the rooky ground would not in- 
terfere at all with it. 

26366. What you advocate is a breakwater formed of 
rock or something of that kind at that point ?— I think 
that would be the best means. 

26367. Does the railway obtain any traffic to Navan 
when there is such a large difference between their rates 
and the water rates ? — Firom Drogheda to Navan ? 

26368. Yes 7 — Not very much unless traders are in 
a huny, and they wire to their shippers in Drogheda 
“ send by rail.” 

26369. In quoting the rates which you have given us 
between railway and water are you comparing rates 
which cover exactly the same services, that is to say, in 
e«h case the collection, transit and delivery ? Every- 

26370. You get exactly the same thing for your water- 
way rate that you get for your railway rate ? — Exacth 
the same. 

The Witnees withdrew. 

The Commisaion adjourned. 
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Mr. H. C. ViLLiERs Stuart, called ; 


26931. (CAairmoii. ) Tour home is near the River 
Blaekwater ? — My home is on the River Blackwater. 

26932. Tour evidence takes the form of answers to the 
questions which we have sent out. I might fii'St ask you 
what improvements are needed on that river ? — Dredging 
where necessary. There aie four places that are particu- 
larly bad where there is almost no water at low-water 
springs. 

26933. Would it othern-ise be a fine waterway to 
Cappoquin ? — It would. 

26934. Would there in your opinion be a return for 
the improvements on the River Blackwater ? — I think 
there would, in the first place it would cheapen our 
freights. Most of the coal of the district is imported from 
Cardiff in small vessels that come up the river, and at 
present we can very seldom get a steamer to come. Of 
course steamer freights are cheaper than the sailing vessel 
freights, and the steamers do not like coming up because 
they can only come up at spring tides. 

26935. How much do you think the freights are dearer 
than they might be if what you suggest were cariied out t 
—I think we would save at least half-a-erown a ton. I 
cannot give figures because I have not access to the 
figures, but it would amount to quite a considerable sum 
in a year if we could save that much. 

26936. If the river wei'e dredged are you sure a steamer 
would run ? — I was talking to a firm in Liverpool about 
it about a year ago, and they were inclined to consider tbe 
question of whether they would not try to run steamers 
regularly about four or five times a year up the river. 
They asked me all about it and I told them about the 
seoure in the river, and they said it therefore did not sound 
the kind of waterway that they would care to go in for. 
I think one might fairly say that if tbe scours were dredpd 
and the river made available at both neaps and spring, 
\re should get steamers up and that we should therefore 
get a cheaper freight. 

26937. With respect to the prospect of any local con- 
tributions, what would you say ? — I do not think there is 
much prospect because the county is very heavily taxed 
now for a railway guarantee, and after recent events, with 
the risk of having the local rates very largely increased on 
account of the breakdown of the finance of the Land 
Purchase Act. I do not think tbe ratepayers would consent 
to anything of the sort. I am on the county council and I 
know their feeling pretty well, and I am afraid they would 
never consent to it, The county is very heavily taxed on 
account of the railway guarantee, and the railway guaran- 
tee will not expire for another seven years. 

26938. {.Sir John Brunner.) What county ?— County 
Waterford. 

26939. lOhairimn.) Do landowners and farmers in 
the district make much use of the waterway 7 — We do - 
those of us who live on the river or near the river. 

336- II. 


and Examined. 

26940, For what purpose ? — Oats are sent down 
to Youghal in baiges,and those of us who are in a large 
way get coal direct from Cardiff or someofus from Liver- 
pool ; also personally I get my feeding stuffs direct from 
Liverpool, but 1 cannot get a freight of less than 6s. 6d. a 
ton dead weight, which is rather a heavy freight. ^ 

26041. Do you also import manures ? — Yes, at the 
same time as I am importing the feeding stuffs. 

26942. Is there an export trade in oats and timber ? — 
There is ; both along the River Blackwater and more 
particularly from the River Bride from Tallow there is 
a very large export in oats from there. 

26943. W’lth respect to your own private imports and 
exports at Dro m ana and ViUierstown, what are they 7 — 

I get from 200 tons to 250 tons of coal and feeding stuffs 
in during the year and I export anything from 400 to 
2,000 tons of timber in the year. Taking the average 
I import about 200 tons and export about 600. 

26944. Does almost all the coal as well as a large ]>art 
of the manures and feeding stuffs used in Lismore and 
Cappoquin come by sea direct 7 — Avery large proportion 
of ik 

20945. I suppose the principal product of your 
agricultural district carried by water is oats 7 — Yes. ' 

26946. Are the quantities large enough to fill the barges 
in use on the river ? — They ate ; the barges in use on 
the river are of two kinds, one carrying about 10 tons 
and the other about 30 tons. 

26947. Is there such a demand among the farmers in 
your neighbourhood for improvement of this waterway 
as would ensure a videspread use of it by the agricul- 
tural community ? — I think so ; if the river was dredged 
it would enable a steamer to be run regularly, and it would 
enable supplies of butter, poultry and eggs to be seat 
down to Youghal. 

26948. Does the new Fishguaid and Rosslare route 
give a great opportunity for the sending away of the 
small produce of the farmers by railway to South Wale-s 
for example !— lYe are m hopes that it will, but it ha« 
not been run long enough yet to prove that. 

26949. I refer to butter, eggs, poultry, and so on 7— 
It ought to be useful for that traffic- 

26960. Now that you have that railway would there 
still be a good chance that a considerable amount of 
farmers’ produce would be sent away by water 7 — Oh, 
yes, because it would be a different trade. I do not mean 
that farmers’ produce in the way of butter, eggs, and 
poultry would be sent by water oversea ; I mpjLn oniy 
to Youghal. That would be in a small way of business. 

26951. Still that would go by water 7 — Yea. 

26952. {Sir John Brunner.) How many miles would 
it go on the water to Youghal ? — Seventeen from Cappo- 
quia to Youghal. 

2 G 


Mr. H. C. 
_ViUiers 
Siuarl, 
Blatkiculer 

Mat/lWn. 
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^v-ir' 26953. (Chairman.) How muoh lias co-operation taken 
^ kold of the farmers in your district ?— As a matter of 

Blnci-a'oA-r ™ district riiat I live in it has not taken a great 

; ' hold, but five of os gentleman farmers, a couple of butchers 

I J/ay 1907. cattle, and one merchant joined together and 

' tried importing a cargo of cake to see how it would do, 

and we did fairly well out of it. 

26954. Would the dredging of the river bo a great 
encouragement to co-operation in purchasing what you 
inquire ?— I think so. I might mention l£ia perhaps 
which has occurred lately ; there is a bacon factory 
just about to be started in Cappoquin which we hope 
will be eventually developed on the lines of co-operation. 
That is only a very recent thing ; it is just a few days 
ago since it has been decided upon, but tlie money is 
there and it is going to be done, and when that bacon 
factory is going it ivill certainly help to extend the trade 
of the district. 

20955. Is not your district already served to a consider- 
able extent by the port of Hungarvan ? — No, the coal coming 
into Dungurvan would have to be carried over rail to 
Cappoquin ; it is rather a different district ; it divides 
itself naturally into rather a different district. 

26956. (2Ir. Davison.) Is this dredging a large busi- 
ness ? — I could not give you figures for that at all. 

2095T. The bed of the river belongs to the Duke, of 
Devorahire, I understand ? — Yes, but tlie bit opposite 
my own place I believe belongs to me. 

2695S. You, as a landowner, would have no objection 
to the river being dredged ? — Oh, no. 

26959. I suppose yon could not speak as to what the 
Duke s opinion is ? — No, but I imagine the Duke wished 
to assert his legiU right os a nmtter of form. 

20960. Would this dredging injure the fisheries 
nt nil ? — Well, 1 have heard people say It would, but I 
doubt it- ; I do not see why it should The dredging 
would be done, I fancy, in a comparatively narrow channel, 
and it is not as if the whole river required to be dredged. 
The greater part of the river is deep enough for the 
purposes of the trade that would be carried on there, 
and I do not seo why it should injure the fisheries. My 
fishery in the river is considerable, nothing like the Duke’s, 
but still I own a good deal and I should not be afraid 
m.vself. 

26961. As far as you are concerned, 3 'ou would not 
object f — I would chance it- 

26962- And think that the improvement would bo 
well worth your chancing it ? — Y^es. 

26963. (J/r. Griffith.) Y'ou have read, I daresay, tho 
references to this Commission ? — Yes. 

26964. I do not exactly see how this conies under 
these r-feronces unless you sire prepared to recommend 
the river being put under some control. The river is 
under no control at present ?— As to harbour dues, you 
mean 7 

26965. As to the control of the river and its improve- 
ment. _ If I understand it rightly the Y'oughal Harbour 
Commissioners’ jurisdiction extends some way up the river 
•—a short way above Yonghal ? — Y’es. 

26966. From Y’oughal up to Cappoquin, as far as the 
evidence laid before ns points out, it is under no control, 
except as to the ownership of the bed and soil of the river 7 
That is so. 

26967. We have seen a survey prepared by the harbour 
master of Yonghal— I do not know whether you have 
seen it or not — indicating the points at which dredging 
was desirable 7 — No, I have not seen it. 

26968. And 5 'ou have not seen the estimate he laid 
liefore us as to the cost of the work 7 No. 

26369. My difficulty in facing the problem is as to ^e 
line we should take in the matter. Do you propose that 
we should recommend this being placed under a control 
or a central body to look after it or what is your wish 7— 
I tliink myself, as one who lives on the upper waters, I 
should not favour the river being under the harbour 
board unless we were benefiting in some way by works 
done by the harbour board. 

26970. I understand the harbour [board at present 
levy rates on every ship going up to' Cappoquin ?— I do 
not think so. " 


26971. I thinlc we were told so; that is for iMarir. 
through the harbour of Youghal 7—1 know the qmtii 
arose some years ago ; they wished to do it and fonnrf 
they could not do it, but I speak with very great reserw 
on that point, because although 1 get several vessels in 
myself and send many more away with timber, I hav 
never heard of that question; no skipper has ever 
mentioned it to me. 


26972. I think yon will find that every vessel going un 
to Cappoquin passing through the harbour of Yough^ 
pays the harbour tonnage dues, but the rates on goods 
are only paid if they land goods in Youghal 7—1 never 
happen to have heard it mentioned. 

26973. My wish was to discover from yon what sutioritv 
is going to do this. Of course this Commission is not 
going to spend money and we have no power to spend 
money ; we have only power to report. What is your 
idea os to tiie funds with which the dredging of this 
river is to be carried out ?— I will tell you one fund that 
I think it might come from, and a good many in th» 
looality think so with me. There was a sum of £93 onri 
bung up in the Treasury for the Cork and Pernov 
Railway, and there is a balance of that, and I think 
we ought to get it. 

26974. (Chaiman.) Mr. Davison asked Mr. Carroll 
this question at Number 26159 : “ All tbe vessels that paa 
up the river pass through s'ourjursdiotion 7 (.-l.lY’es. ((?.) 
And you charge them a tol!7 (A.) Yes. (Q.) What toll is 
that? (-4.) One penny on the registered tonnage.” And 
I know it came out that there was another charge for 
landing on the goods. 

26975. (Air. Griffith.) Y’’ouhavepointedoutthedirecfion 

from which you would like to got the money 7— Y'es, 

26970. What authority is to spend this money 7— I 
think the county council would be a body capable of 
carrying out the work. 

26977. Personally I think the county council are the 
people to carry it out ; do yorr not think they would face 
this small expenditure ? — I do not think so in the present 
feeling of the ratepayers. 

26978. Then they must think it is not worth while 
doing 7 — No, not necessarily at all. You see this wonld 
benefit a limited number of people, and if to benefit that 
limited number of people you put a rate just upon the 
people it would benefit it would be a very heavy rate. 

26979. The barony rate would be a heavy rate ? — Yes. 

26980: That is what you are afraid of 7 — Yes. 

26981. The comity at large would not take the charge 
but would levy it on the barony on which the Blackwatei 
impinges 7 — Yes. 

26982. (Chairman.) Would that include Dungarvan 
or not 7 — Yes. Dungarvan is in the same barony. 

26983. Would not the conflicting interests of Dun- 
garvan come in 7 — They would. 

26984. And Dungarvan would object to paying for 
the improvement of the River Blackwatei 7 — They 
would distinctly. 

26985. (Air. Griffith.) Y’ou spoke of railway guarantee, 
what railway guarantee is that 7 — It was the Waterford, 
Dungarvan and Liamore Railway, and that is now part 
of the Great Southern and Western system. 

26986. Have you to pay the guarantee still 7— Yes. 

26987. That was not removed by the amalgamation 7— 
Part of it was. 


26988. I suppose some of your friends would say thatim* 
proving the Blaolcwatov Navigation would be taking off 
railway traffic and that they .would have to pay more 
guarantee ? — Oh no, we are not affected by the profit 
and loss on the railway. When the guarantee was started 
it would have made a difference, but it will make no 
difference now. 

26989. (Chairman.) It has now become afixed charge! 
— Yes. 

26990. (ilfr. Griffith.) Do you not think your difficulty 
would be met if the railway rates between Dungarvan 

and Cappoquin were reduced 7 I do not think it 

would. It is a difficult business ; supposing you get 
a cargo of coal at Dungarvan, it has to be put on the cart 
and taken through the streets up to the railway and put 
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into tbe truck again, tken taken to Cappoquin and tran- 
shipped again at Cappoquin on to a cart and brought on 
to ite destination, whereas at present by getting a cargo 
orer in a vessel she is put under the tips at CarditF, or 
wherever she is coming from, and she sails over for herself 
and you have only one change. 

20991. The evidence we received was that with 
the small amount of dredging suggested the number of 
days in the month on which a loaded vessel could reach 
Cappoquin would still be verymuoh restricted, and that in 
comparison with Dungarvan your freights would be high, 
i^iat to a certain extent would compensate for the 
extra cost via Dungarvan ?— I tiiink not ; I think if the 
river was dredged we would get it very considerably 
cheaper than you could possibly do it by sending it to 
Dungaiwen and transhipping it. V^th coal every time 
you tranship it it breaks and loses value. 

26992. It is really a question of what extent of improve- 
ment you are contemplating. We had a scheme laid 
befOTs'us not long ago which indicated certain lines, but 
the amount of dredging which was contemplated would 
not add many days in the month to the service. You do 
not know of any scheme other than Mr. Otway’s, do you, 
for dredging the river ? — No. 

26993. That was the only one that was laid before as. 
If the Blaokwater was deepened all the way up to Cappo- 
quin and you could have a regular steam service any day 
of the month it would be very advantageous, but it would 
he very costly ? — Even so, 1 think under his scheme 
all that is really necessary would be achieved. It 
would be a matter of waiting for the tide of course, but 
that is not very serious. 

26994. And wind with the sailing vessels ? — What 1 
think is that if the river was dredged and wo had a steamer 
running on time, when she was not engaged I think she 
would be able to tow vessels. Wind is a very serious thing 
foe sailing vessels up that river, because there is only one 
wind you can sail up with and one down. 

26995. And all this coasting trade is steadily drifting tn 
small steameis ? — Yes. 

26990. You must be prepared for that ?— That is what 
we want ; we want the steamers. 

26997. You cannot hold out any hope that we should 
get any local contribution either from the proprietors 
adjoining tlie river or from the county ? — I do not think 
BO, and as for the proprietors adjoining, we are a vanish- 
ing quantity, and every year now we are having to sell our 
properties and we are beginning to have less and less in- 
terest, except in what is immediately in our own domains. 
There is a feeling of insecurity in the country ; I am sure 
my grandfather would have contributed handsomely, but 
I would be afraid. I would be afraid of the future. 

26998. Do you not think those who ere acquiring the 
land will contribute 7 — No, I do not until this guarantee 
is off. 


26999. (Jlr, SillicJc.) You pet 200 tons up now, I think 1/r. H, 0. 
you said ? — I do. . Vifh'srs 

270C0. How do you get them ? — By sailing vessel. Blaciu’aic^ 
Sometimes 1 get a mixed cargo from Liverpool. 

27001. Is the sailing vessel discharged on your own -1 1907. 

estate ? — Yes, on my own place. ' 

27002. The difference would be the difference between 
the economy of the steamer and the economy of a sailing 
vessel ? — That is so. 

27003. And the more regular and constant delivery,! 
suppose ? — The way it is with a sailing vessel i.s that she 
will sometimes take six to seven weeks coming from 
Liverpool in bad weather and contrary winds, and of 
course it is a great loss in several ways ; if you are shipping 
cake it is a very bad thing to have to allow cake to remain 
on board so long as that, and if you get a steamer you can 
have everything in a week. Jt is not only better for youv 
goods, hut, of course, you know what to be afr and when to 
expect her. 

27004. (Ciiairmtm.) You would still only get up on 
favourable tides ; you would not get up every day 7 — 

If it was dredged they would get up at neaps or springs. 

27005. They could get up at full tide every day if it 
were dredged 7 — Yes ; vessels drawing 11 feet could, and 
that is about as big a draught as you would want. 

27006. (Mr. Crosoley.) How many people would that 
benefft now 7 You only want to get up to Lismore 7 — 

To Cappoquin. 

27007. Y'ou can get up to Cappoquin on spring tides ?' 

— Yes. 

27008. -At Cappoquin you would benefit a good many 
people, but coming up to Lismore you would not benefit 
many 7 — Lismore is higher up. I will explain that, if I 
may, as Lismore is mentioned Goods from Lismore aro 
shipped at Killabala Quay, which is below Cappoquin 
opposite my place, so that it would benefit Lismore to that . 
extent decidedly. Lismore is in a better position than 
Cappoquin at present. 

27009. You consider this would really benefit a consider- 
able number of people 7 — It would — a very large district. 

27010. A rather rioh district too, is it not 7 — Yes, as 
Ireland goes it is fairly prasperous. 

27011. Good land 7 — ^No, but it is well tilled ; it is a. 
country of dairy farms and mixed tillage and it is f.^irly 
well worked on the whole. 

27012. You have to get all your coal by Dungarvan ?— 

No, the bulk of the coalin the district comes by sea as it is, 
and what we complain of is that we would get considerably 
cheaper freights if we had the river dredged and got it by 
steamer. 

TAe Witness tcilAdretc. 

The Commission adjonrned. 
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32376. (Cftaimnn.) You live at Carlow and you are 
engaged eitensirely in the corn, coal, and general trades ? 

32577, Hare your family been in business in similar 
trades for the past 150 years ? — Yes. 

32578. Will you tell ns about your coal business ? — 
Up to 1902 I got all my coal from the Waterford end of 
the river. I got it in cargoes, then the Grand Canal 


Witnesses : Mr. W. J. BaugMoJi, Mr. George Tough 
Mr . William J ohn Haughton, oa.Ued ; and Examined. 


RussixlRea, Esq., M.P. 

L. A. Waldeon, !^q., M.P. 
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H. F. Kim.tck, !feq. 

M. J. Mihch, Esq. 

W. B. Doffibld, Esq. (Secretaig). 

E. B. Dunwoody, Esq. [Assistant Secretary). 


32589. Are you yourself in possession of extensive yards 
and st^s ?— Yes, I am ; they are all on the banks of the 
River Barrow. 

32590. Were they constructed at very considerable 
expense ? — Yes, they were. 

32591. By whom ? — By myself and my predecessors. 
X gyi, lu in cargoes, cnen tno Grand Canal facility there for dealing with 

Company increased my rate Is. a ton and I was comuelled • “ “athc 1— ies. I have ail arrangements for disobarg- 
to go to Dublin for it ; after that thetr 


to go to Dublin for it ; after that they discontinu^ 
give me the boats. 

32579. Was an extensive coal business carried on 
between Waterford and the intermediate towns to Carlow 
up to 1902 ?— Yes, there was at the time the Barrow 
Navigation Company had the river, and for a few years 
afterwards when the Grand Canal Company took it over 


32580. Was it about jo»o mai tne Grand Canal Com- 
pany acquired the Barrow navigation system ? Yes, it 

was about that time. 

32581. What happened after that ?— A few years 
after that the Grand Canal Company began to let the 
river run idle ; they withdrew the boats off the river and 
•declined to give them for the coal traffic, and also they 
•discontmued the la. a ton rebate they used to cive me 
before. ® 

32582. What was formerly the rate from aloaeside 
ship in Waterford to Carlow ?— 4s. a ton. “ 

32583. What is it now ?— It is now 6s. 3d That is 
from Waterford ; from Dublin it is 5s. 

32584. From alongside ship in Dublin ?— Yes 6s. 

325^. Could you give me the distance from Waterford 
to Carlow ?— It is about 62 to 65 miles. We are about 
equi-distant between Dublin and Water 'ord. 

32586. Is it your impression that the Grand Canal 
Company will not undertake tl e carriage of coal in their 
OTO barges ?— Yes. I wish to emphasize the fact that 
the canal company only carry coal in their own boats 
when thwe is no other loading to be had, and in mv 
opmion they should either decline the traffic altoirethep 
or cater for it - 

32587. Are you speakii^ now of the traffi 
ford and from Dublin ’—From both ends 


32593. How far is it from your premises to the Great 
Southern and Western Railway Station ?— About 1 mile. 

3^94. What have you to pay for cartage from that 
station ?— It is equivalent to about Is. a ton over the 
canal company. 

ooutu uompany toot it over. 32595. Are there other iuconveniences in bringing coal 
that the Grand Canal Com- railway rather than by water ?— Oh, yes ; the railway 
na-vigation system ?— Yes. it company bi-eak up coal and give you short weight. The 
water is much the better, because you get it in in lanre 
quantities. ® 

32596. What is the state of the water in the Barrow Uaiw 
between A,thy and Carlow in the summer months ?— It 
is good this year; the boats this year can carry about 
« tons, but in dry years they cannot carry over 35 tons. 

This year is an exceptional year on account of the rain. 

32597. Would yon be preprsred to pay a sm^ addi- 
tional rate if you could always have full boats ?— I would 
durmg the summer months in order to get my supplies in. 

32598. What is the usual load on a coal boat when 
there is plenty of water ? — 40 tons. 

32599. And -when the water is low what is that reduced 
^ goes down to 30 to 36 tons ; in such seasons they 
often have to tranship coal, put it out on the banks on 
the -roy coi^ down from Dublin. In some parts of 
the river it is very badly dredged and they have let it 
imam, so that the boats ground in the s umm er time, 
lhat IS between Athy and Carlow. 

32600. Bringing down the cargo to how many tons 
when they put out coal on the bMks ? — ^They have often 
to put out 5 and 6 and 10 tons on the bank in adryyear. 


of the traffic from Water- pm,^ ‘*"8° to how much 7— 

all the osi state of the water. I hav.' often 

8, and 10 tons out up near Aidreigh about 8 miles 

3ffi8S. Do the G,„d Coap„j eog.gi 

v-traders to oArrv fi-affip. ? — q^gy do, and now they have 


by-traders to carry traffic xuey «o, ana now they hi 
a new order out that they will not aUow my agents u. 
Dublin to load coal for me unless they get permission 
from the Grand Ca^I Company first. That is, if I send 


32602. You mean 6 or 8 tons out of the 40 7— Yea, 
have often had to put 6 to 8 tons out on tie bank 
before they can get down. 

a n.n SY 'T*' , i” 32603. You or. ,dlh 

32604. You have not answered my question ; I asked 
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•you wliat after tlio lighteaing of the cargo was the ton- 
nage of coal left on board ? — About 5 to 6 tons less than 
the invoice. 

S2605. You have said that several times, but S'ou have 
cot told us how much there was originally, and I cannot 
get at what there is finally ’ — It depends on the amount 
they put in the boat altogether. 

32606. {Mr. MiricJt.) Is not the usual quantity about 
40 tons ? — Yes. 

32607. And out of the 40 tons you have to put 5 to 10 
tons out at Ardreigh ? — Yes. 

32808. That would leave about 30 tons in the boat ? — 
Yes. 

32009. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) Why do they load the 
boat with 40 tons when they know there is not sufficient 
water to carry it ? — They try to carry all they can, and 
they hope to get over these difficulties on the way down. 

32610. {Chairman.) Is it your opinion that the canal 
company do not desire to carry coal from cither Dublin 
or Waterford 1 — I think so. 

32611. {Mr. MiTich.) What is the condition of the 
Barrow now compared to what it was about twenty 
years ago ? — I think some parts of the river have got 
filled up and the boats cannot carry full loads in dry years. 
This year is an exceptional year, the water being good. 

32612. Last year you say the average would be about 
30 tons t — ^Thirty to 3S tons. 

32613. You consider the River Barrow could be very 
n^nireJ' much improved by dredging ? — Yes, I consider so. 

32814. And removing some of the obstructions ? — Yes. 

32615.(ilfr. Griffith.) We have had a good deal of 
evidence which points to the advisability of abandoning 
the Barrow as a navigation ; from your point of view 
you would be greatly opposed to the abandonment ot the 
Barrow Navigation ?— Yes, I have all my money spent 
on the river. 

32616. The abandonment has been proposed in the 
interests of ciramago ? — Yes. 

32017. You know that is a bone of contention ? — 
Yes, 30 I have heard. 

K618. Have you considered the question whether it is 
possible to retain the navigation and yet improve the 
drainage of the locality and prevent flooding 1 — I have 
not considered the matter. 

32619. {Mr. Waldron.) Since the Grand Canal Company 
acquired the Barrow you are aware that they have spent 
a considerable sum of money in places and that they have 
dredged, at any rate, as much as the old Barrow Naviga- 
tion Company did ! — Yes. 

32620. I suppose tliat in some sense the shoals in the 
river are dtie to the large flooded area ? — They may be. 

32621. You are aware tltat a Special Commission sat 
upon that and it was described by the Balfour Commission 
as a work of national importance involving sums estimated 
(Mr. Griffith will correct me) at from £60,000 to £100,000? 
— Yes. 

32622. You do not. I am sure- advance the proposition 
that in view of the character of the traffic on the Barrow 
Navigation the canal company should undertake a work 


of national importance for the purpose of the coal traffic Mr. W. J, 
between Waterford and Bagenalstown or Waterford and Mmighton, 
Afliy !-Ye«. 

32623. {Mr. Croasdty.) Is there much current in the 31 July !9i)7. 
river ? Is the current strong in the river ? — On the — 
Bartow portions it is strong, particularly in the winter 
monti^. 

32624. How many horses do you need to tow a boat up 1 
— These hack boats I get all my coal in do it with one 
horse ; from Dublin the current is in their favour. 

32625. You have to tow up from Waterford ? — I have 
ceased to do business at the Waterford end of the river. 

32626. How much does your business amount to, bow 
many tons ? — About 3,000 tons in the year. 

32627. (Jfr. Waldron.) Before 1895, before the Grand RiUes. 

Canal Company acquired the Barrow, what was the rate 
on coal from Waterford to Carlow ; what was the old 
barrow Navigation rate ?— I cannot tell you except from 
hearsay. 

32628. Suppose it was 5s. 3d. and that that Is. reduction 
was allowed solely in view ot the acute competition that 
was forced upon the Barrow Company by the Grand 
Canal Company, you are not very badly treated if you 
are put back to the status quo ante, are you ? — The way of 
it is that I used to get cargoes m3fsolf and I am not able 
to do that now because you will not supply the boats. 

32829. You are as well able to do it now as before the 
Grand Canal Company reduced the rate Is. Assuming 
the rate before 1895 was 5s. 3d. and you were getting 
coal in cargoes from Waterford, at Carlow, you are in 
as good a position to get them now as then ? — The 
Barrow Company used to give me boats to discharge 
the steamer, and the Grand Canal Company will not do 
that. 

32630. That is quite right, but if it is a profitable 
business there ate seven or eight by-traders there who 
could carry your coal ?— It was much cheaper to get coal 
by cargo. 

32631. But if it is a profitable business there are by- 
traders there to carry it from Waterford and carry it at 
the rate which for fifty years prevailed on the river ; is 
not that so ? — I don’t know. 

32632. {Mr. Croasley.) Do I understand that you get 
your coal from Dublin now down the Barrow instead of 
from Waterford up the Barrow ? — Yes. 

32033. So that your coal comes to your old wharf still 
by boat ?— Yes, all by boat. 

32634. {Mr. Minch.) Can you buy coal by cargo now 1 
— No, I cannot. 

32635. Owing to what fact ? — Owing to the Grand 
Canal Company refusing to give me enough boats to 
empty the steamer. IVhen I used to get it from the 
Waterford end I was let in for heavy demurrage on several 
occasions and had to give it up, and now I have to get 
my coal through merchants in Dublin. 

32636. You mean the Grand Canal Company refuse 
to carry coal by their own boats at all ? — They do not 
want the traffic ; that is plain. 

The Witness withdrew. 


Mr. Geoeoe TotroH, recalled j and further Examined. 


32637. {Chairman.) You attend at the request of the 
Commission to give further information in regard to 
certain agreements with two railway companies, the 
Midland Great Western of Ireland and the Great Southern 
and Western ? — Yes. 

32638. Also in order to give you an opportunity of 
answering certain complaints made by witnesses against 
the Grand Canal Company as regards these arrangements 
and other matters ? — Yes. 

Grand Canal 32639. What do you desire to submit to the Commis- 
Umpanj of all to say— I bove been re- 

lEested by my board to say— that the company are 
under no obligation to carry at all and that it is greatly 
to the public interest tlist they should do so. — The pooling 


arrangements to avoid ruinous competition are within A/r. George 
the ordinarv power of every carrier on the canal. Tough, 

.J Grand Cmiat 

32640. Have you read over the notes of the evidence 

•which the Commission took when they were in Dublin ? 

— I have. 31 July 100,. 

32641. What do you -wish to say ?— I find that the , ~ ^ , 
answers to questions 12464 and 12749 as regards the ^27^9^ ’ 

arrangements with the Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company are rather inconsistent and calculated 
to give the impression that when the first question was 
asked I intended to mislead the Commission. Here 
was nothing further from my mind. 

32642. Perhaps I had better read the question and 
answer to which you refer, number 12454, you were asked 
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by me : “ Is the agreomeat ia wiling ? ” (That was 

respect to the agreement with the Great Southern 
' CiiwpoHi/, Western Railway Company), and you answered : 

; ' agi-eement j it is only an understanding. 

'1 July 1907. There is no proper' signed agreement.” And then at 
No. 12749. to which you also ilude, you were asked by 
^^r. Vivian i “ 1 understand that agreement does not 
exist in witing ? ” And your answer was : “ It is in 

writing but there is no agi'eement ; there is an arrangement 
.stamped agreement,” and so on " v i..j 


but no .stamped agreement,” and so on V — What I had 
in my mind at that time was, that althougli the heads 
of an agreement were on record tire agreement was never 
completed, and my idea of an agreement was a properly 
signed and stamped document which one could sue or 
be sued under. 

^^^2643. Still, you desire to correct those answer's? 

32644. We had not the document then, but by the 
courtesy of the company we have been provided with a 
copy of the agreement, and I see that it is headed with tire 
word agreement ” at the head of it, and it begins with 
the words, “ Heads of Agreement to come into effect 
on the 1st day of July, 1900,” and at the end are two 
signatures for the railway company and two signatures 
for the canal company ? — Yes. 

32645. So that it is an agreement and it is signed ? 

It is not a stamped agreement ; my idea was that it 
should be a stamped agreement. 

32646. Still, you desire to correct your answer, because 
you distinctly told us it was neither an agreement nor 
signed, and, of course, it is an agreement and it is signed ? 
— Certainly. 

iicum- 32047. Can you give more fully the circumstances 

iinces lead- that led to the arrangement ?— Yes. In 1894 the canal 
•raueement the Barrow Navigation, the chairman 

® • of that company being also chairman of the railway 

company. After the pui'chase the railway companv 
commenced to attack the canal companv at stations on 
the Barrow and endeavoured to secure the traffic formerly 
carried by the canal and river without competition from 
the Great Southern and Western Company by a wholesale 
cutting of rates. The canal company finding themselves 
unfairly attacked by a railway, which had always acquiesced 
m their retaining their own business without competition 
from the railway, cut their rates also os a matter of 
reprisal to force the railway to return to their former 
position. In this conneotion it should be borne in wind 
that the late Mr. Colville, who, as chairman of the Barrow 
Navigation, sold it to the Grand Canal Company was 
also ohairman of the Great Southern Railway Company 
fmd had m effect complete control of both enterprises 
Aftci' a time the same thing was done -with regard to 
competing stations on the canal proper. 

32648. Did the war of rates continue until 1897 » 

It did. 

32649. What happened then ?— As a protest the 
canal company entered into through booking arrange- 
ments with the then Waterford, Limerick and Western 
and the Waterford and Central Railways between Dublin 
and stati^ on those lines. The traffic was carried by 
canal to Waterford, Killaloe and Mountmellick, and then 
handed over to these companies. This necessitated 
the canal company putting on a number of extra boats 
and as the proportion they received from through rates 
was small these services were unprofitable. The arrange- 
ment, however, deprived the Great Southern and Western 
Company of their mileage charges on considerable ouanti- 
tiea of goods previously carried over their line. The canal 
company also, by carting some miles, entered several 
towns situated away from the canal and previously served 
by the railway only. This, of course, was not remunera- 
tive to the canal company and was only resorted to as 
a method of attack on the Great Southern and Western 
Company. The service by canal being slower than what 
the traders had before enjoyed by rail, it was found that 
only the lower classes of goods— and consequently the 
lowest rated — went by canal. 

32650. You gve an e.Tample ?_Ye.. I aiglt 
bamc slag to Nenagh; it was usually carried in boat- 
loads of 40 tons and the rate we got was 6e. We had to 
pay so much out of it that on every load we lost 50s 
^^“^^“etimes more if the boats were delayed by storm 


32651. What was tlie consequence of this strong com 
petition ?— The canal company were compelled to reduce 
their dividend on the erdinary stock to 3 per cent and 
on one occasion to carry forward only £232 to the follow- 
ing half year. The railway company also lost heavily 
and the result was that the two companies came t” 
an agi'eement in 1900 to avoid this ruinous comueti 
tion and loss to both parties and to restore as far as might 
be the conditions existing before the quarrel began *It 
was agreed that no further cutting of rates should be 
made by either company -without consultation and that 
the canal company should be allowed to carry at differen- 
tials under the railway rates ranging from 5 to 12 per 
cent. It was also agreed that the cajial company should 
discontinue tlieir niiprofitable competitive services and 
cease trading to towns which were purely railway toivm. 

32652. Would you explain what you mean by ” purely 
railway towns” '! Do you moan towns which are not 
sewed by the canal and only by the railway companv ?' 
—Yes, towns that are 6, 7, and 8 miles away from toe 
canal or from the canal stations. 

32653. In return for this agreement was an arrange- 
ment made as to the division of receixits ‘I — There was, 

32654. I should like to read to you a little summarv 
of too agreement with the Groat Southern and Western 
which was sent round to the Commission, to see whether 
you concur tJiat it is a oorroct statement of it. “Ibe 
agreement between the Grand Canal Company and the 
Great Southern and Western RaOrvay Company of Ire- 
mnd is in the form of heads of ngreement to come into- 
force on July 1st, 1900, and provides for the preparation 
of a schedule of towns and traffic receipts, and for the- 
payment of fixed i>ercentages to the canal company by 
the railway company under certain circumstances and 
vice verea. Half yearly returns of traffic receipts to be 
furoahed by each company to tlic other, with access to, 
the books to enable the returns to bo cheeked. The 
rates, etc., were agreed to be Bolieduled, and any question 
arising was to bo settled by arbitration ” ’—That is. 
quite correct. 

32655. May I also ask you whether this ia a correct 
very brief summary of the arrangement made between 
the Grand Canal Company and the Midland Great Wes- 
tern Railway Company. It is in the form of minutes 
of two meetings held in December, 1394. fixing certain 
rates for railway and canal respeotively between stated 
places from January 1st. 1896. Between other places 
a similar arrangement was to come into force in December 
1895, if tlie Midland Great Western Railway Corapany 
should then so desire, liberty of action in the interval being 
preserved. Agreement was arrived at on several oiher 

There is also an agreement on December 10 th, 1894, 

that the canal company are to make no reduction in their 
present tolls to by-traders to certain places which are- 
mentioned ; and then there are minutes of a meeting lield 
similarly on December 30th, 1895, vrith similar arrange- 
ments about certain places ; is that so ?— That is so. 

32656. That is a correct suminary ?— It is a correct 
statement. 

^ put to you two points which I think 

you wiH admit. These agreements are in restraint of 
competition between railway and canal ’—Certainly. 

32668. And, secondly, the Grand Canal Company is 
no longer as effective a competitor with the two railwav 
compames as it was before the agreements 7— Not f'o 
effective a competitor. 

32659. agreement with the Great Southern and 
Western is for a full tem of twenty years from 1900, 
with hberty to either party to give one year’s notice of 
U expiration of ten or fifteen years ?— That 

^660. The a^eement relates to the several towns 
between which the two companies carry traffic in com- 
petition with each other ? — That is so. 

32661. There are provisions for certain percentages 
based on the increase of raUway traffic and the decrease 
01 canal traffic or tnce versa to b© paid by the railway to 
i’“ilway 7— Yes, that 

32602. And the general effect is that the trader cannot 


Effect 

compe 
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ibargain with either railway or canal company for a lower 
Tate as he could do before the agreement 1 — Oh no, 
ie cannot. 

82663. I put this question to you : Was the canal 

•company practically coerced by the Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company into entering into this pooling 
agreement ? — I would not say coerced ; I tliink we 
.entered into it in aelf-preservation. We could not con- 
tinue to carry indefinitely at non-paying rates. 

326Q4. It was the competition and the policy generally 
•of the railway company which forced you into the agree- 
luent? — Well, practically that; but, as I say, we could 
have continued for a certain time but we would have 
been ruined in the end ; there is no doubt about that. 

32665. The war of rates had resulted in your making 
losses ? — Yes. 

32666. And if those losses were to cease you were 
•forced to come to an agreement with the railway com- 
pany ? — Yes. 

32667. Practically the action of the railway company 
5n lowering its rates repeatedly forced you into coming 
to this agreement 1 — Well, practically yes. 

32668. Has either this agreement or that with the 
Midland Gieat Western Company been sulmiitted to 
the Railway and Canal Commissioners for their sanction 
•under the Railway and C.anal Ti'affie Act, 1S73 ? — No. 

32669. You held the view — you were no doubt advised 
— that it was not necessary to submit it ? — We ^vere 
•advised; the solicitors on both sides were satisfied. 

32670. Did youi' solicitors consider whether it was a 
case coming within the section obliging agreements to 
1>e submitted to the Commission ? — I could not answer 
that hocauso it was made in my predecessor’s time. 

32671. {Mr. Waldron.) Both agreements are signed 
by the solicitors of the respective companies ? — Yes, 
the signatures are there. 

32672. {CJiairm'm.) The agreement has also had no 
Parliamentary sanction in either case ? — No sanction. 

32673. However beneficial to the two companies 
•concerned such agreements may be, in that case no 
machinery has existed for safeguarding tlie interests of 
the traders and the public ? — No. 

32674. For a different form of agreement the interests 
■of the public are safeguarded by the section of the Act 
of 1873 ? — They are also safeguarded to a certain extent 
by the clauses in the Great Southern and Western Amal- 
gamation Act : the rates then in force are stereotyped, 
■and, of course, they cannot raise their rates and there- 
fore we cannot raise ours. To that extent the public 
•are safeguarded. 

32675. {Sir Francis Hopwood.) That -was an amalgama- 
tion since the date of the agreement ; I put it to you as a 
question ? — It was about the same time, but the negotia- 
tions for the agreement ■were in 1900. 

32676. I am not sure whether the agreement came 
before the Amalgamation Act, or vice versa ?— I could not 
•say the exact date, but what I do know is that all our 
low rates were stereotyped, and since then we have not 
been able to increase one of them. 

32677. Without the leave of the CommUsionem ? — 
Y'es, and the Great Southern and Western did go some 
three or four years ago to the Railway Commissioners 
and failed to get the rates increased. 

32678. You will observe that the policy of Parliament 
apparently was to prevent a railway company from 
raising its rates in any way without the assent of the 
Railway and Canal Commission ?— Oh, yes. 

32679. (Chairman.) The section I alluded to was Seo- 
^■3, See. 1C. fion 16 of the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1873. 

That provides machinery whereby certain kinds of ar- 
rangements between railway companies and canal com- 
panies have to bo submitted for approval, but there ■was 
no similar machinery in 1900 for obliging such agreements 
as those under discussion to be submitted to the Railway 
and Canal Commissioners or to the Board of Trade ? — No. 

32680. I should like to ask you what objection there 
would be to the publication of such agreements in. future 
—such agreements being public, so that the public and 
the traders would know what ■was being arranged ? — 


Personally, I should have no objection to seeing any Mr. George 
agreement published that we might enter into. Tough, 

32681. I am only speaking of the future ? — I understand 
that. —— 

32682. If the comparies in the future entered into 
agreements like these, amounting to pooling arrangements, ~ ' 
or amounting to something less than pooling arrange- 
ments, with respect to the rates between railway company 
and canal company, you would see no objections to those 
being public arrangements instead of being private arrange- 
ments ? — I do not see any objection. 

32683. Would it not bo desirable that traders should 
have an opportunity of knowing, in the first place, what is 
arranged, and secondly, of objecting, and having the 
objection beard by some authority, as they would be able 
to be heard on a question of amalgamation ? — I think 
that would be only fair. 

32684. We have spoken principally of the agreement 
with the Great Southern and We-item Railway Company. 

In your evidence 12498 to 12501, you described the 
arraT^emont with the Midland Great Western Railway. 

Have you your evidence before you ? — Yes. 

32685. In those questions you describe the arrange- 
ment ; have you anything to add to those or not ? — No, 

I have nothing to add. 

32686. I have already put to you that the arrangement 
is in the form of minutes of two meetings held in December, 

1894, and December, 1895, and both tlie records of these 
meetings are signed by one representative of each com- 
pany ? — Yes. 

32687. The agreed rates are set forth and, as I men- 
tioned, under one clause tlie canal company are not to 
reduce their tolls to by-traders to certain places j that 
is correct, is it ? — That is correct. 

32688. Returning to your proof, how muck of the 
total amount received by the canal company under the 
arrangement is in respect of traffic to the towns referred 
to and places •which the oanai could not practically serve 
profitably, that is to say on the Shannon Navigation 
and on the tidal waters of the Liffey and Barrow ? 

About two-fifths. 

32689. Are the rates to the old Waterford, Limerick, 
and Western and Waterford and Central stations still in 
force ?— They are still in force, and a small quantity of 
traffic still continues to go by canal. 

32690. .^e the low rotes in force at the time of the 
arrangement still in force ? — They are ; there is no altera- 
tion whatever. 

32691. So that you say the public get, as I think you 
told us before, the advantage of the low rates reached 
after years of severe competition ? — That is so. 

32692. What was the average rate in 1893 when there 
was no competition ? — 7a. C|d. per ton, and in 1906, as 
a result of the competition, it was only 6s. lOfd., or a 
reduction of SJd. per ton, and, calculating last year’s ton- 
nage on the reduction, we lost and the public benefited 
to the extent of £6,287, as compared ivitb 1893. 

32693. (J/r. Killick.) The only pomt that occurs to 
me is this : the memorandum of agreement is signed by 
Croker Barrington and Robert Colhoua on behalf of the 
railway company : who are they ? — Mr. Colhoun was the 
traffic manager and Croker Barrington was their soli- 
citor. 

32694. Hie solicitor and manager ? — Yes. 

32695. And are Jlr. Hayes and Mr. Kirkland the soli- 
citor and manager to tlie Grand Canal Company ? — Yes, 
they were at that time. 

32696. Therefore, I should gather that this document 
was not an agreement in the technical sense, but a draft 
agreement approved by tbe solicitors ? — That is what I 
understood it to be. 

32097. Although it has been acted upon and has there- 
fore practically been treated as an agreement, your notion 
was that it was not a formal agreement ? — That is Tvbat 
I understood, seeing it had never been stamped or com- 
pleted. 

32698. Has there ever been any schedule as to rates 
and tolls agreed upon ? — Not in full, there was some 
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verbal arrangement, but I think the majority of the 
rates, and especially the through rates, are in the same 
form as they were before. 

32699. The ninth clause of the memorandum provides 
“ rates, tolls, and differentials agreed upon to bo 
scheduled ” ; has there ever been any agreement or any 
schedule ? — Only the differentials taken on some of tho 
rates. 


32700. Do you see what I mean, whether in point of 
fact that which was apparently intended to be done under 
Clause 9 of the memorandum hae ever been done ?— 
Not in full ; the only thing I know that is in existence 
is a list of epch company's rotes. That is all I know of, 
and the differentials agreed upon liave been taken out 
in some cases, but not in all. 

32701. {Lord Kenyon.) I suppose the canal company 
has received some of these differences that are set out 
here up to 40 per cent, or 20 per cent, as the case mav 
be ? — Certainly. 


32702. (J/r. Waldron.) Lord Shuttleworth asked, was 
this agreement forced upon the canal company by the 
Great Soutliem and Western Company ; was your original 
impression that the canal company forced this agree- 
ment upon the Great Southern and Western ? Lord 

Shuttleworth used the word “practically”; and 1 
answered to that ; I think it was a mutual agreement. 

52703. The public, rm the result of this quarrel which 
they had very little to do with, have had about 30 per 
•ent. taken off the tolls that the by-traders pay ; is not 
that so ? — In some cases there has been a reduction 
of 30 per cent. 

32704. What has the rate on sand been reduced to, 
which is a very large item carried up the river ?~It has 
been reduced 33 per cent. 

32j0:3. So that as a result of this quarrel if these carry- 
ing companies ^vere to exist for the benefit of their pro- 
prietor and to pay dividends, the struggle went about as 
far as it could ? — Yes ; we could not have continued 
much longer. 


32i06. (jffr. Croesley.) What are the distances between 
a few of these places, Dublin and Athlone and Dublin and 
Carnok-on-Shannon ?— Athlone is 101 miles and Carrick- 
on-Shannon, I am not quite clear : but I think it is 170, 


p707. Here are one or two more, Kilbegcan and 
Edeudetry ?— Kilbeggan .58 or 60 miles, speaking from 
memory, and Edenderry would be 34. 

32708. {Mr. GrifjUh.) Although this is only a memor- 
andum of agreement, we have it I think, as a fact that it is 
a working agreement t—lt is a working agreement. 

32709. And that both the canal company and the 
railway company have acted loyally to each otlier ever 
since Its signature ?— Y’es, that is so. 


di«.«iaes I have in oonneotion 
With this IE that we have heard a great deal since this 
Commission haa sat of agreements between carrying com- 
panies and railways, not in Ireland but in England ?— 


32711. That it seems to be the custom and metho 
of dealing of canal companies with the railways 
It IS a common custom. 

32712. One of the cana' managers said it was almos 
universal. A rbftculty thatarisesinmymindinregardt 
them IS that this stereotyping of rates appears to m 
obstructive to improvement of the canals ; for iustanci 
a great deal of the evidence which has been put befor 
us to improve the canals has been with a view of puttin 
on either larpr barges or fleets of boats, or towei 
M of reduction of rate. 

Now, if these rates are stereotyped in this way, is it no 
a fair thing to say that they will act prejudicially to thes 
“P^°'^®“ents being carried out ?— It would to a certaii 

32713. There would not be the same object in mairia 
improremenls ?— There would not be the kme object. 

_ 32714. Becaure if tho rates could not be lowered ther 
m no ^eat need for improvement except purely in th 
mterests of the earner ?-Tbat could be made compu 
sory. Before any large improvement could be earrie 
out on the Grand Cana! the agreement would liave espiret 


32715. The agreement would have to be broken 
though ?— The time would be up ; it could be broken 
through and that could be made compulsory. 


32716. You think it would have expired ?— I think so 
32717. If my view is right, then, these agreements to a 
cortam extent are prejudicial to improvement ?— Ye. 
to a certain extent 


32718. You have mentioned in your evidence more 
t^n once that 5 to 10 per cent is, roughly speaking 
the <hfferenriat rate that is allowed by these agreement- 
I think it is 10 per cent in England very often ?— To 
sorue stations we have 12 per cent, in higher class goods 
and in lower class goods to a number of stations our rates 
are the same as the railway and in some oases over the 
railway, because we can take traffic from tho ship’s side 
and land it in at the mill doors. ^ 


lo cuarge a Higher rate ? 
—We have never lowered our rate ; during the war of 
rates we still could get them. 


32720. Taking the trade of the country all round, do 
you think a rebate of from 6 to 12 per cent, really repre 
seats the difference in value of water carriage and rail 
carriage ? — In moat cases it would. 


32721. But would it not have the result of acting 
prejudicially against certain classes of goods being carried 
by water ?— It would — certain classes of goods. 

32722. Therefore, to a certain extent it is a restriction 
to trade ?— Y’es, os I said before, to a certain extent. 

32723. There is only one other question I would like Navig^ub 
to ask you, and that is as to this very warmly contested '“‘'idriisj.i 
problem of the drainage and navigation ; you meet with 
it in the Barrow ?— ’Very much. 

32TO4. The Barrow is liable to floods, and it is alleged 
that 18 due to the navigation weiiu, ami the proposal 
has been made to remove those and freo the river so that 
it will be a good drain ? — Yea. 

32725. Would your company take a favourable view 
of that, seeing you do not use the Lower Borrow very 
much ?— There are no mill weim on tho Lower Barrow 
that 1 know of. 


32726. There are below Athy though ? — Yes. 

32727. I perhaps used a mistaken term in saying Lower 
Barrow, but a considerable portion of the Barrow which 
IS navigable is navigable by the construction of weirs 
Yes, from Bagenalstown up to Athy. 

32728. If the exponents of the drainage policy have 
their way those weirs will be removed ? Yes. 

32729. And the river freed and tho country drained ? 

lhat TOuld mean a very serious business for us, because 
between Bagenalstown and Athy there are more maltines 
than at any other place along the canal. 


32730. ^6 there many mills working now 1— Yes, 
toere is Brown and Crosstliwaito at Eagonalstoivn and 
Shackietons at Carlow and also Hannon’s mills. 


32731. Tlien the milling interest is an important one 
to preserve apart from the navigation ?— Yes, so far as 
C^Iow 18 concerned it is increasing every month, and 
nos been for the last three or four years. 


32732. I do not know -wdiother you have given much 
attention to the subject, but perhaps you could express 
an opmion whether the navigation could be preserved, 
toe mitong mteitjsts preserved and tho hrigation preserved 
by modem engineering methods by such things os movable 
wein 1 — I could not say. 


j.uere is no auty at aU on the 
canal company as a canal company to have boats on the 
navigation or the river at aU J— None whatever. 

32734. It is a mete private enterprise ?— That is so. 
32735. ibe you awavo that the late Mr. McCann, who 
reorganised the canal, was very deshous of freeing the 
company from the carrying business and getting it done 
altogether by by-traders ?-Yes, I know that. 

32736. {Mr. Minch.) You say that this agreement was 
forced on the canal company. Who was it who first- 
suggested this agreement ?— I could not tell you that ; 
t to predecessor’s time, and I do 
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32737. You do not know whether the Grand Canal 
Company approached the railway company or w‘c« 
versa ? — I could not say. 

32738. In Jlr. Haughton’s evidence he stated that the 
canal company had no desire for the coal carrying 
traffic ?— Wo take it when it suits us, certainly ; I think 
he said that. 

32739. At all events you prefer that the coal traffic 
should go by toll by the by-traders ? — ^Not altogether ; 

I think my answer on the last occasion in Dublin was 
a little bit misleading there ; it left the impression that 
aU the coal traffic was going to the by-traders and oom- 
petitors, or going to the railway even, but we carried in 
our own boats last year 9,000 tons, and by-tradera carried 
slightly over 20,000 tons. 

32740. Mr. Haughton has stated in reply to a CLuestion 
of mine that be cannot purchase coal in Waterford now 
owing to the fact that he cannot secure boats from the 
canal company ? — Yes, because it did not pay us to 
keep five or six boats lying waiting at Carlow for Mr. 
Haughton to discharge them. He can only discharge 
a little over ono boat per day, and a cargo means six or 
seven boats. 

32741. I suppose it would be more to the interest of 
the canal company that tho greater proportion of this 
work should be done by the by-traders 1 — Ob, yes ; still 
I am sure it does not pay the by-traders. 

32742. In your agreement with the railway company 
yon have fixed the tolls as well as the freight ; the tolls 
to the by-tradors you cannot reduce ? — We could not 
reduce them witliin n certain extent, but as a matter of 
fact they are higher than what we are permitted to come 
down to. 

32743. With regai-d to this inci-enso and decrease of 
traffic, suppose now that the tonnage carried on tolls were 
to be consldei-ably increased and you got a substantial 
revenue from the tolls and that your carrying trade with 
your oivn boats decreased, would the increased traffic 
by the by-traders on tolls bo taken into calculation and 
you be recouped for your loss by the Great Southern and 
Western Company ? — Jfo, the arrai^ement with the 
Great Southern and Western Company does not apply 
to tolls at all so far' as the division is concerned. 


32755. The freight is the same to Athy and Carlow ? — Mr. Georgs 
1 think so. _ Tovgk, 

32756. Although Carlow is a considerably longer 
distance from Emblin ? — Yes. 

32757. Also you have more horse boats from Carlow ^907. 

on the River Barrow 7 — Yes. ' 

32758. I think the freight on gi'ain from Carlow is only traffic 
5s., speaking from recollection ? — No, 5s. Od. ; Cs. 0<L is 
the rate with Is. rebate'. We would bo glad to get it up 
to 6s. 9d. again if we could, but we cannot because the 
railway company came down to 6a. 9d. 

32769. Would you look into the question, because 
1 am still under the impression that the freight on grain 
from Carlow to Athy is 5s. ? — I would not be quite certain. 

If I had known you were to ask me the rates I would 
have looked the matter up. 

32760. Assuming it is 5s., how would you account for 
the rates from Dublin to Carlow and vice versa being 
the same as to Athy, although it will take you a day more 
practieaOy by boat ? — That is the result of the competi- 
tion. The railway attacked us more furiously at Carlow 
than at Athy. 

32761. Consequently the Carlow people got the benefit ? 

— ^Yes. As I said befom — we would like to get back to 
6s. 9d. a ton. 

32762. [Lord Brassey.) If you were relieved of the 
obligations under which you lie under your agreement 
with the Great Southern and Western, do you suppose 
that the traffic by your canal would be very largely 
increased ? — Of course it would if we entered into the 
same out-throat ariiingementa we had before. 

32703. {Chairman.) I omitted to ask you one question. 

You told us in your previous evidence, 12457 to 12460, 
that over £4,000 a year was received by your company in 
respect of percentage from the railway company, and 
that it was merged in the accounts in the item of freights 
received, and that it does not appear as aseparate item?— 

That is so ; some years it has been less ; the average 
since the arrangement was started is about £3,400. 

32764. Have there been any payments according to 
your agreement vice versa, that is payments from the 
canal company to the railway company ? — No. 


32744. Consequently if you lost say 10/000 tons in the 
year owing to this agreement with the Great Southern 
and Western Company and the by-traders, carrying 
increased by 10,000 tons, you would be recouj:^ by the 
Great Southern and Western Company for 10,000 tons, 
and the increased traffic on your canal by the by-traders 
would not be taken into consideration at all ?• — It would 
not be taken into consideration. 

32745. 'When entering into this agreement with the 
Great Southern and Western Railway Company, the 
tonnage on toll was not taken into consideration at all ? — 
Not at all ; one of the reasons why ^ve went into the 
agreement with the Great Southern and Western Company 
was for us to save the cost of hiring these by-tradera’ boats. 

32746. Consequently tl’e result of your agreement 
would be that, if you ceased to carry coal altogether 
and all your coal traffic was carried by by-traders, you 
would still be recouped by the Great Southern and Western 
Company for your decrease of traffic, although your 
income would be considerably increased by the extra 
tolls from the by-traders ? — Yes, that would apply. 

32747. That would be the result of it ?— Yes. 

32748. Do you know the distance from Dublin to 
Athy — about ? — Forty-five miles, 1 think. 

32749. And to Coi'low — about ?— Fifty-six, I think. 

32750. That is on the Barrow ? — Yes. 

32761. 'What is the freight on grain from Carlow to 
Dublin ? — Six shillings and ninepenoe to James Street 
Harbour 'with Is. rebate, praoticahy 6s. 9d. 

32752. Are you quite sure that is on grain, or is it of 
malt you ore speaking ? — It is on ell grain, I think ; 
I could not be absolutely certain, but I am almost sure 
it is on all grain — malt and oom and everything. 

32753. 'What is the freight to Atky ? — From Dublin 
to Athy 7 

32754. Yes ? — Five shillings and ninepance, 1 think 
the same. 


32765. So that there is nothing of that sort in your 
accounts ? — No. 

32766. (Air. Kiliick.) I have before me your balance- 
-sheet for 'February ; tbai is for the last half of 1906 ; 
and I see the balance you carried to your net revenue 
account, which represents your revenue earnings for the 
half-year, was £12,386. Is that correct 7 — I could not 
say ; I have not a copy. 

32767. You will take it from me that it is on yonr own 
balance sheet. Am 1 right in assuming that the amount 
of yonr profits upon your carrying trade, that is to say 
ta^g your freights and towage received and deducting 
from them the debits on the carrying trade account, the 
balance of profit on tire carrying trade was £11,468 7 — 
Yes, if you say so ; I have not a copy of the balance 
sheet b«^ore me. 

327G8. That represents within about £1,000 the entire 
• amount of your revenue earnings for the half year ? — 
Yes. 

327C9. Therefore you depend very very largely indeed 
as a commercial concern upon the prosperity of your 
carrying account 7 — We do. 

32770. {Sir Francis Sopuiood.) I think you said, hi 
answer to my friend Mr. Griffith, that agreements of this 
description were quite common between canal companies 
and railway companies 7 — I would not say they were 
quite common between canal companies and railway 
companies, but pooling Eurangements are quite common 
between r^way companies. There might be end I t.binh 
there are one or two between canal companies and rail- 
way companies in England, but I have no proof of that. 
1 am not aware of them. 

32771. {Mr. Crossley.) Are you aware that your etoss- 
sea rates are considerably more than the railway rates in 
England 7 — In some oases I expect they would be. 

32772. How do you account for your rates being so 
high as compared with English rates ? — I do not know ; 
I suppose there is not the same amount of competition. 
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Mr. George 32773. {Mr. Waldron.) There is not the same volume 
Tough, of trafBc ?—There is not the same volume of traffic 
Grand Canal either. 

Cont/Ktiiy. 

32774. (J/r. Minch.) You ai'o a'ware -with regal'd to 

31 July 1907. the flooding caused hy the Barrow that tliere is a con- 
— siderable area of land above Atliy annually flooded ?~ 
Flooding. round about Mountmelliek and all down. 

32775. I suppose you ate aware that that is in a great 
measui'e due to the obstructions in the Kivet Barrow 
above Athy, that is to say the part of the rivet that is 
not navigable 7 — Yes, above Athy, the part that is not 
navigable. 

_ 32776. Have you lieard thatif theseweirs and obstruc- 
tions that are above Athy, not on the navigable portion 
of the Bairow at all, were removed it would considerably 
relieve the flooded area ? — It would, there is no doubt 
abont that. 

AITEE an AnJOtTEKMENT DUEING WHICH THE 

CoianssioN deuseeated. 

32777. (Chairman.) You want to revise some answers 
which you ga-ve in respect to the coal traffic ?— Yes, on 
reading over my answers with regard to the coal traffic 
I find they are a little misleading and seemed to convey 
the impi'ession that the canal company had given noaxly 
the whole of the coal traffic to tho railway. That is 
not the case, as last year, in oompetitio :i with the railways, 
we carried 9,000 tons by onr otto boats and by-traders 
carried slightly o-ver 20,000 tons. 

y. 32778. At Question 12474 you stated : “ We have 

always tried to keep out coal because one of our chief 
traffics is malt for the breweries in Dublin, and it is a very 
delicate commodity, so that when coal gets into a boat 


32779. Does that considei'ation operate to prevent 
your carrying coal 7 — Considerably, because we have to 
wash out the boats after carrying coal, and if \vo put 
malt in them it absorbs a certain amount of moistme 
and depredates the value of the malt. 

327SO. That is the difficulty, but I know of coal boats 
■which for a return journey cany salt ; would the same 
difficulty not apply -with respect to salt 7 They -would 
not like to put salt into a moist boat. Surely it is quite 
poMible to carry coal one way and either salt or malt the 
other way ?~They have got so particular in the brewery 
now and they have such delicate instruments to test the 
malt that even half a day’s delay makes a considerable 
difference— and I think Mr. Minch will correct me if I 
am wrong — it makes a difference in the price. 

_ 32781. You wish to comment on some of the evidence 
pven us by bye-tradera first -with regard to tho low water 
in your canal 7— Yes ; I want to emphasise strongly that 
last year was an esceptional year. We have not had 
anything like it for something like forty years 

32782. You mean that there was less rainfall than 
usual 7— Yes, less rainfall and, of courso, the supplies and 
steams were reduced very- considerably below theh usual 
depth. 

32783. Do you think that the lowness of the water 
was to attributed to that and not to any want of dredg- 
“S ■ ^ tliiEk so ; there might be some shoals, but as 

I have said before, we have the two steam dredgei-s con- 
stantly working in the summer time. 

uSel°and /27^. IWth respect to the ei-idence onthesubject 
llry^ocks.^ number of lie-byes between towns have 

y certainly silted up and have been in that condition for 

the last half century' as they were found to be useless. 
\Vhen they wei-e made there were many small holdings 
m the wimty where a boatowner could get stabling 
, for his horse, but these no longer exist. It should b! 
remembered m this connection that Ireland changed in 
the last si^y years from a tillage to a grazing co^trv 
and that the population has faUen by one-half A boat 
ow^r vfll not tie up his boat at a place -a-hero he cannot 
stabile JUS horse, and as there is sufficient accommodation 
at the or^ry stations where he can do this the com- 
plaint as to he-byes is groundless. 

32785. ^ere was also evidence in respect to passing 
places 7-hes, the evidence given regarding these is 
greatly exaggerated, and the statement that they had 
completely silted up along with the He-byes, aa stated by 


onewitness.is unfounded. If theywere in that conditio 
neither bya-trader’snorcompany’s boats could continueto 
work for a single day. If a request is made to make a 
passing place tile matter is considered, and if it ia found 
that it would bo on advantage the work is done Tn 
fact four new passing places have been marl ^ within the 
last five years exactly at tho places suggested by one of 
the witnesses— that is Mullory. One had to be refused! 
as the place suggested was in a bog and. if made, it would 
certainly have created a leak. 


32786. Have you also something to say in answer 
to the evidence as regards the lock-keepers ?— Yes As I 
stated formerly we cannot affoi-d to keep a man solely to 
attend to a lock. On some of tlio branch canals only two 
or three boats pass through the locks per day and it 
would be absurd to keep a man coutinually at a lock to 
perform less than half an hour’s work per day If the 
lookkeeper does not happen to be neat the lock himself 
when a boat arrives some raonilHu- of lus family eenerallT- 
passes the boat through. feeuerauy 


32787. You dosire also to say somothmg as to evidence 
about a revision of tolls and their publication ’—Yes • 
the tolls we actually charge are considerably under the 
company’s maximum, in some cases as much os 33 per 
cent. They are duly published as required by law. 

The statement made by one witness (Question 12917)0, m 
that tolls are raised to prevent bye-ti-adei-s taking a load 
IS unfoimded. Not a single toll has been raised for the 
last thirteen years, and many liave been reduced, as 
o-wing to the reduction in the company’s own carrying 
rates there would be no toll traffic at all if the old tolls 
iiad been maintained. 


S278S. Statements were also made to the Commission 
on the subject of your dry docks 7— Yes. It is not correct 
as stated by one -witnesR that tJie canal company provide 
nothing for tho repairing docks at Portobello. The eom- 
pany provide blocks, shores, tar-boilei-s, and other things, 
all tliat can reasonably bo expected. If, as also stated, 
one of his firm’s boats was damaged by slipping off the 
blocks when in the dock the blame lies upon tho carpontets 
employed by them, as they should have seen that the 
blocks were properly fixed. As regards tho difficulty in 
getting into the docks, no doubt this is occasionally the 
c^, The docks are situated in a small harbour beside 
a lock gate, and as the canal at tliis point in a rainy season 
is practically a running stream all the mud that is washed 
doim Mttles at the entrance. This has regularly to be 
(rfei^ed out, and since tho Commission sat in Dublin, 
this has been done in the ordinary course. 

^789. (Mr. Crosskg.) Was that at Limerick 7— No, 
at Dublin. 


32790. {Mr. Griffith.) At Portobello 7 — Yes. .As to 
covei'ing in the docks, the company cannot afford to do 
so. and ^en if they could, tho bonciil resulting would he 
small. Tho revenue derived from them is only about 
£50 per year, and the cost of covering them would absorb 
the revenue for soveral yoare. Only one of the docks 
used for repairing the company’s owm boats in Dublin 
IS covered. 


32791. (Chatman.) One or two statements were made 
M regards your loading and dischargmg berths 7— We 
have never had any complaints except that evidence 
^ven at the Commission. It is to our interest to keep 
the berths in good order. There are one or two places 
—brick and sand^ bertha — which ain used exclusively 
by bye-tradera, which have got into bad condition entirely 
owing to the trader’s own fault, and if tliey are willing 
te pay for the dredging, the company will do tho work, 
ihe bnek boate, after they have discharged the bricks 
thr<w the rubbish which is left into the water, and though 
we have warned them repeatedly that we would charge 
them for dredging, tliey still continue to do it. . 

32793. Then we come to Question 12917 where Mr. ' ‘ ' 
Iliyas Hayes made some oomplaints as to the coal 
said : “ If the company gave us a reasonable 
toll, as formerly, wo could get tliousniids of tons of coal 
(as we formerly did) for tlie different stations on the 
system, but instead, the oanal company have driven all this 
ti-ade over to the railway by prohibitory tolls ” 7— There 
!8 no truth in that statement, because as I have, already 
stated, we have carried 9,000 tons bv our own boats, and 
?. y f torts. When bye-traders’ boats have t<i 
he Idle at Ringsend Docks waiting for loading, it is not in 
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consequeace of coal going to the railway, bat simply 
because the coal merchants have no orders for places on 
the canal. The witness, and a great many other boat- 
o%vners will not take a boat to a branch canal, (the Athy 
or Mountmelliek branches, for instance), because they are 
not sure of a return load, and if a load offers for any of these 
branches they -will rather lie idle than take it. Whole 
shiploads have gone to the railway simply because the 
dirwtion in which it had to go did not suit the faye- 
tradeis. 

32793. You heaid the evidence given to-day by Mr. 
Haughton on the subject of the coal traffic ? — Yes. 

32794. Is there anything you wish to say in answer 
to his evidence ? — I think he stated that we prohibited 
tbe bye-traders from loading for him. There is not the 
alightest truth in that ; I am sorry that Mr. Haughton is 
not here to hear that. Wo have no control whatever 
over the bye-traders ; so long as they pay our tolls and 
observe the r^ulations of the canal, we can do nothii^ 
whatever with them. 

32795. I do not see that in his proof, but he says: “The 
Grand Canal Company will not undertake the carriage 
of coal in their o-wn barges either from Waterford or Dublin, 
and lampraoticaUydependentupon bye-traders, of whom 
there are only a very limited number available ” ? — 
As a matter of fact last week we sent a couple of our own 
boats to load for Mr. Haughton a particular class of cool, 
and after we had made arrangements the contractors 
went away and got a couple of bye-traders to take the 
loads. That is only last week. 

32790. Was that trade from Waterford or Dublin ? — 
From Dublin, he does not take anything from Waterford 

32797. Your company do not take any coal from Water- 
ford ? — We do take a small quantity, but not much. 

32798. Evidence was given by several boat-owners, 
members of the Chamber of Commerce, and other wit- 
nesses on the subject of difficulty of boats tra-velling on 
the canal ?— That is mcstly hearsay evidence that was 
given, that there is some difficulty during dry weather 
we cannot dispute, bub that such difficulty exists every 
year is certainly not the case. I have discovered that the 
plea put forward by the company’s men that their late 
arrival at a partierdar station was due to the bad state 
o£ the canal was false CTir) that the delay was caused by 
their tying up for an hour or so near the home of the 
master or one of the crew or in the vicinity of a public 
house. Many men employed by bye-traders are men who 
have been dismissed from the company’s employment 
for this and otiier offences. As bye-traders have not the 
same opportunities of verifying such statements as the 
company, they believe them, and this is probably how 
the rumour got into circulation that the canal was in 
bad condition, was silting up, and other things. Aa 
regards tbe statement made by some witnesses that the 
canal was formerly in a state that all boats could carry 
55 or 60 tons, thte has certainly not been the case for very 
many years, if it ever was. A few lightly buUt boats 
with a shallow draught might have done so and might 
still do so, but certainly not heavily built boats. The 
company ^ve in their service a ser%'ant who has been 
dealing with boats and their working for sisty-seven 
veers, and he informs me that during his time it was 
never the case that all boats could carry the tonnage 
mentioned. So far as I can speak, the average depth of the 
canal has not altered, and the company, -n-ho are the 
laigest carriers by far, would suffer most if it had. 


32799. (ilfr. Waldron.) I am informed, as a matter of .ifr. George 
fact that all English carrying canal companies except the Tough, 
Aire and Calder, refuse to carry coal at all ; they reserve ffrand Couuf 
the right, which they largely exeroise, to refuse to carry Co miMu g. 
coal. I think in that respect the Grand Canal Company 
shows to some advantage in taking a very low grade of ^ '' 

traffic at very great inconvecience ? — Yes. 

32800. {Mr. Crossley.) You heard the last witness. Is 
there any hardship to him -with regard to stopping tbe line 
of boats from Waterford ? — There is no doubt about that, 
because he could get his contract for supplies much more 
cheaply if he got them in boat loads — steamer loads — and 
if he could get us to supply five or sis boats to discharge 
that steamer he would save a lot of money. We did not 
save any money by that. He could only discharge a little 
over one boat per day, and the consequence was that on 
the occasions when -we did supply five or six lioats some 
of them had to lie for about three days waitil^5 to dis- 
charge. 

32801. {Mr. Waldron.) There was no demurrage paid, 

I suppose ? — Thera was nothing paid. 

32802. (2fr. Crosaley.) Why did your company give 
up those boats and withdraw the service of boats from 
Waterford ? — Because we can employ them more profit- 
ably from Dublin. 

32803. You do not consider then the interests of your 
traders ? — Weil, we are a dividend earning concern, the 
same as most other people. 

32804. We have had evidence from Ireland as to the 
difficulty in getting from the canal harbour to tbe main 
harbour at Limerick Yes. 

32806. Is there much foundation for that ? — It is quite 
correct ; I wpb looking at the place about three weeks 
ago and there is no doubt about it ; it is difficult. 

32806. Do you something should be done there ? 

—Ob, yes ; it would be a great advantage to the Port of 
Limerick. We could send down our boats, in fact we used 
to send them down to Lansdowne Quay to bring up cargoes 
of condensed milk, but we got so much delay that we had 
to stop it altogether. 

32807. In your opinion an alteration there would be of 
benefit to the canal service 7 — It would, the boats could 
go down into the docks at Limerick. 

32803. You have spoken about dry weather ; in what 
month do you generaUy have it 7 — September is the chief 
month. 

32809. Then you are getting to the shorter evenings and 
the day is not so long 7 —That is so, but this year, strange 
to say, January and February were the driest. 

32810. {Mr. Waldnm.) Have you any idea whether 
those large tolls are employed on the Upper Shannon 7 
Do you not think something might be done towards 
making that large lock into Limerick effective 7 — ^There 
is nothing to show in the published accounts and I doubt 
very much if the tolls are all expended on the Upper 
Shannon. 

32811. {Mr. Crossley.) How do you take your traffic 
down the Shannon 7 — By steam tugs. 

32812. How long does it take to go from Dublin to 
Limerick on your canal 7 — About three days in tbe summer 
time or four or five days in the winter time depending upon 
tlie weather, and there are sometimes fogs on the Shannon, 
so that it takes us a week. 

The Witness withdrew 
The Commission adjourned. 
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Traffic on Boyne Canal, P. J. MacQuillan • 26340 

Bagenalstown. : 

Slills at, reference, G. Tough 
Nearest town or waterway having Railway 
communication with Kilkenny, Cayt. 

Cuffe 

Tobacco industry would benefit from improv- 
ed communication between Kilkenny and 
tiie sea, Captain Cuffe - - 14567-9, 14032-4 

Tiaffic on River Banow, 0. Tough 

12642-3. 12715-6, 12722-4 
Bagnulstown, see Bagenalstown. 

Bailieborough, connection of Boyne and Shannon 
would benefit, Q. de B. Ball - - - - 16994 


32730 


14338 


Stbabane Canal : 

Duke of Aberoom’s attitude in case of 

State control 

Board of Trade inspection and report 16650-4 
Comnany : 

Account of • - • - 16666-70 

Relations with Duke of Abercom 

16643-61, 16668-71 
Condition of - ' - 16660-5 


Quittions- <0 

Balfour, Rt. Hon. Artbm’, references, J. McNaUy, Enide.ne e. 

H. Plews .... 15661. 21279, 21303 

BALL, GEORGE DE BELLE, Managing Director 

of Drogheda Development Association : 16963-17117 
Boyne Navigation : 

-Account of - - - - 16965, 17091-2 

Average depth ..... 16968 

Connection with the Shannon, scheme, 

traffic question, etc. - • • 16989-17010 

17050-6, 17066-90 
Defects and suggestions re improvement 10981-8 
Flooding ...... 16919 

Improvement of Drogheda harbour and 
encouragement of steamboat service 
would benefit .... 17039-49 

Improvements, justification question - 16989 

Length 16966 

Termination of 16970 

Canals : 

Amalgamation (linking up) advocated 17009-12 
Board of Control wth representation 
from each province advocated, and 
suggestions re traders’ licences, 

Imperial expenditure, tolls, etc. 17015-21, 

17099-117 

Coasting service inaugurated by Drogheda 
Development Association and scheme in 

progress 17025-9 

Deogheda : 

Diversion of traffic from - - 16978-SO, 17082 
Harbour Board, constitution and proceed- 
ings objected to • - - 17030-3, 17043-4 

17059-64, 17093-8 

Places served by traffic from, and com- 
parison of rates ... - 16971-8 

Harbours, defective condition of, constitution 
of Boards objected to, and suggestions, etc. 

17030-49, 17059-64 

Railways : 

Development of interior and smaller 
seaports interfered with by - • 17115 

Parliament should not have permitted 
construction of, so ns to compete with 

Canals 17114 

Till^e development hindered by want of 

cheap communication .... 10905 
Ballinaoarrigy, traffic to. Sir H. C. Plunkett - 14022 
Ballinamote Station, removal would be nooeasary 
for resuscitation of Ballinamore and Ballyconnell 
Canal, H. Plews - - - ' - - 21131-4 

Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal : 

Oosing finally deprecated from National point 

of view, IF. F. de V. Kane - - - 15924 

Completion never carried out, A. TF. Shaw - 14364 
Condition, Sir H. C. PlunJceti, G. A. Stevenson, 

TF. F. de V. Kane, Earl of Erne 14911, 14076, 

169223. 16478-80 

Constructed in connection with arterial 
drainage, handed over to Trustees by Board 
of Works and now disused, G. A. Stevenson 232 
Date of construction and cost, O. A. Stevenson, 

H. Plews - ■ ■ 136-6, 14912-3, 21126 

Discontinaanoe of, as a navigation, recom- 
mended by Lord Monok’s Commission, but 

not agreed to 16461-4 

District tapped by RaUway, Sir 0. E. 

Plunkett 14023-6 

Failure of, H. Plews, Earl of Erne, J. Bartort, 16431, 

17370-1, 21126-8, 21202 
FA Tnin a relief work in 1842. Earl of Eme • 16470 
Further expenditure on, not advocated, 

B. Plews 21178 

Importance of, M. P. O'Brien - - - 13204 

Information re, to be found in Lord Monck'a 
Report on the Inland Navigation Com- 
mission cf 1886, G. A. Stevenson ■ - 14921 

Length, Af. P. O’Brien, H. Plews - 13204, 21126 

Looks. 31. P. O'Brien, H. Plews - 13204, 21152-6 

Object of, G. A. Stevenson .... 14911 
Power of Board of Works over, G. A. Steven- 
son 152-S 
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INDEX : 


Index tu Qnestioni, 

Evidence. Ballinaiuore and Ballyconnell Canal— co«<. 

Questioa re tillage development in district, 

i!. B. Fair 16596 

Report of Joint Committees of Ferman^h 
County and Enniskillen Urban District 

CoiineOs 16398 

Resi'scitation : 

Advocated and oonsideiod advant^eous, 

-If. P. O’Brien, J. McNaUy, F. L. Reyn, 

IF. F. de 7. Kane, J. Oorr 132M, 15C26-8, 
16816-20, 15887-90, 15924, 16126, 16132 
Alterations of Cavan and Leitrim Railway 
needed in case of. H. Phws • 21131-4 

not Considered very important, only of 
local advantage, PfflrZ o/ Prne - 16431-5 

District between i^enderry and Shannon 
Harbour would not be affeoted by, 

H. Egan 13064 

Paying concern not anticipated, IF. R. 

Rea 15512-4 

Questions re Cavan and Leitrim Railway 
in connection with, H. Pleios • 21137-42 

Traffic question, Q. A. Sleveneon,‘W. F. de 
F. Kane, H. Phios • 14914-20, 15922-4, 

21143-58 

Utilisation for carrying coal from mines 
would be advantageous, G. Long - 15193 
Value to Grand Canal, question of, G. 

Tough 12649-62 

see also Through route to Limerick under 
Belft^t. 

Scheme of Lough Erne Drainage Board for 
coimeotion of entrance with that of Ulster 
Canal, J. JfLVoKj/ .... 15622-4 

Use of, for di'ainage, and provision re looks, 

H. Plcios .... 21129-30, 21239-41 

Ballinasloe : 

Competition between Grand Canal and Slidland 
Great Western RaOway Companies at, G. 

Tough 12497-501 

Question re value of linking of, to Galway, G. 

Tough, 0. de B. Ball - - - 12654-6, 17010 

Railway and Canal rates on leather from 
Limerick, E. J. Long .... isiyi 
Time taken by boat from Dublin and bask, 

IF. F. de V. Kane 15941 

Traffic to, by Grand Canal, M. P. O'Brien, 0. 

H. Bingham .... 13204, 13540 

Ballindery Eiver, Proposed Canalisation : 

Advocated, and question of effect on rates, 
etc., J . iloNalUj, J. B. Gunning-Moore 15637-52, 
15667-8, 15670-4, 15682-91, 16078-88 
Flooding would result from, Sir A. Binnie 21490-2 
not Justified, H. Plews .... 21183 
Ballinderry Parish, Upper Bann Navigation rate, 

-7. B. Ounninj'Moore • ' - . - . IC047 

Balls Bridge, Grand Canal : 

Alteration possible, G. Tough - - 12770-1 

, Statement re reduced level and lieadivay, 

E. V. Moroney - - . 14953-65 

Stone, S. V. Moroney 15091 

Want of head room at high w'ater, G. Tough., 

H. r. Moraney - - .. -12517, 14944-5 

Ball's Grove, Drogheda, lock on Boyne near, sag, 
gested by Mr. McCann, L. Donegan - . . 17140 

Ballycastle coalfield, reference, J. 2IcKally - 15657 

Ballycommon, dredging of Grand Canal to Low- 

ton difficult, 6. Tough - . . . . 12609 

Biillyconnel and Ballinomore Canal, see Ballina- 
more and Ballyconnei Canal 
B.xllyjamesduff, connection of Boyne and Shnym/^n 
would benefit G. de B. Ball .... 10994 
Ballymahon : 

Cost of ean-mgo of timljer to, on Royal Canal 


J. Tailoic - - ... . . 12097 

Population, J. Tatloio - . . -12073, 12074 

Traffic to. Sir. H. G. Plunkett - 12243^ 14022 

Rallymote reservoir, enlargement suggested, J. 

Srniih- - . . ..... . 


Ballynacairigy : 

Canal store at, on Royal Canal IF 

O'Reill ■ 

Crane now removed, WC P. O'NeiU 
Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Tatloio 


Q^tione, 


■ 12256 
12254-5 


Ballyronan ; 

Harbour, dredging, Major J. A. Torrens 15722-4 
Traffic to, on Lower Bann, J. B. Gunning- 

1603a, 160^ 


Ballyshannon : 

Harbour, description, Earl of Erne • . 19424 

Toll from Belleek, Earl of Erne - - . Iggj0 

Upper and Lower Erne District tapped >by 
Railway to. Sir H. C. PhinJeeit- . . 44(^23 

Baltio ports. Head lino steamers to, F. L. Reyn 16804-5 


Baltinglass, Railway rates from Dublin prohibi- 
tive, S. 0. Cape 12985-8 


Banaghor and Cliard Railway, see Chard and 
Banagher Railway. 


Bann Drainage Committee (Portadowii) : 

Account of, Sir A. Binnie - - . 21642-3 

Statement submitted by, November, 1906, ■ 

page 20s 

Bann Navigation : 

Constructed since 1831, (?. .4. .Sfevewson . 135 

Lower : 

Abandnnuieut of Navigation Works : 
Alterations suggested instead of, 

Sir A. Binnie, AfajwJ. A. Torrens, 

IF. E. Best, J. Barton ■ 15730, 16780 
10005, 17365. 21443-5, 21448-9, 21618 
tk)iornine Port would not be injured 
by. Sir A. Binnie 21538-40, 21605-G 
Objections to, Jfa/w J. A. Torrens 

16714-32. 15737-8, 16741-7, 15781-2, 
15766 

Recommendations and arguments 
re, G. A. Stevenson, Sir .1. Binnie 

233, 21442-79, 21599-604, 21613-4 
Scheme for second outlet from 
Lough Neagh instead of, 0. 

Bright .... 10840-7 

Account of works, cost, etc.. Sir A. 

Binnie 21436-40 

Board : 

Expenditm-e by, Major J. A. 

Torrens - - - 16729-22, 15726 

Member, see Torrens, Major J. A., 
H.M.V.L. - - . 15706-15795 

Carm-oe Weir: 

Lowering suggested by certain 
people, Sir A. Binnie. - • 21618 

Removal recommended (Sir A. 
Binnie’s Report), and objected 
to, and sluice gate suggested 
instead, Ma.jor J. Torrens, Sir 
A. Binnie 15736, 16744-7, 16760, 21692 
Control and maintenance, G. A. Steven- 
son, J. B. Gunning-Moore 241, 16028-30 
Cutta of Coleraine to Cwnroe, increase of 
channel needed, Sir .4. Binnie ■ 21596 
Difficulties of navigating Lough Beg, Sir 
.4. Binnie .... 21467-73 

Dredging, expenditure on, etc,. Major 
J. A. Torrens .... 16722-9 

Excavations suggested and cost (Sir A. 
Binnie’s and Mr. Dick’s reported 
Major J. A. Toirens, Sir A. Binnie 

16736, 21692 

FaO of, and speed of current and boats, 

Major J. A. Torrens • - 16776-81 

Financial position, jStr .4. PiTWiz’e • 21479 

Fisheries, provision made for, in abandon- 
ment scheme .... 21480-2 

Flooding : 

Causes and suggesteti improvement, 

Major J. A. Torrens 15784-5, 15791 
Oompensatioa not sufficient, IF. E. ■ 

Best . . . . .. - 16000 
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Questions. 

B«im Navigation-t""'- 
Lower— 

Flooding — cont. 

Complained of and consequent sug- 

geataons, Sir A. Binnie - - 21441 

not Considered harmful, Major J. A. 

Torrens 15720 

Question of value of improvement 
and payment of compensation 
instead, Major J. A. Torrens 15760-4 
Government grants, Sir A. Binnie - 21440 
no Interchange of traffic with Railways, 

J. B. Gunning-Moore- ■ ■ 18109-11 

Lcn^, If. P. O'Brien ■ 132M 

Locks, jlf. P. O'Brien - - - 13--04 

Lowering of weiia and salmon gaps, and 
inserting sluicegates, suggested, and 
cost (Sir A. Binnie’s report), jlfa;w 
J. A. Torrens ■ - 15734-6 

Navigation and drainage works frustrate 
each other. Bann Drainage Committee, 

page 206 

Navieation possibilities, Major J. A. 

- - 15760. 157C3-5, 16792^ 

Non-success and valuelessness of navi- 
zation, Bann Drainage Committee, 

“ page 206 

Not worth keeping open, J. B. Gunning- 

Moore . 16049-60 

Obstacles to navigation on, but im- 
orovemont advocated, J, McNally 
^ 15653-5, 16661-3 

Portna Weir, see tiiat title. 

Power of Board of Works over, Q. A. 

Stevenson 152-3 

Public quays, J. B. Gunning-Moore • 16031 
Question of improving drainage and 
madntenanco and abandonment of 
navigation works, J. Barton - 17366-9 

QuMtion re rate of current, Major J. A. 

Torrens ■ - ■ ’ ; . ^15787-90 

Removal recommended (Sir A. Binnie’s 
report), and objected to, sIuioegatM 
recommended instead. Major J. A. 

Torrens - - - 15736. 15744-7. 15750 

. Report by Commissioners of Inquwy into 

Arterial Drainage, St> A. Bi'ante • 21438 

Report on works by afc. JanxM Bwton, 

Sir A. Binnie 21439 

Swing bridge on Coleraine B.oadway 

Bridge needed, J, Corr - - -16134-5 

Tidal Purtion: 

Dredging question in connection 

with abandonment of Lower Bann, 

Major J. A. Torrens - - 1576/-76 

under Jurisdiction of Coleraine Har- 
bour Bo-'U-d, and works earned out 
by, and success of. Major ‘^•A. 

Toome Weir, see that title. 

Traffic “ 

to Anti'im, non-e-vistence, Sir A. 

Binnie - ' ' ® 

Killed by RaUway competition. 

Major J. A. Torrens - - . 15710-/ 

Pleasure steamer, J. B. Gunning- 
3/ooi‘c - * . j” 

Revival possible, Major J. A. 

Torrens - ■ - . * * 

Uselessness of. Sir A. Bmme - - ^1403 

Works necessary for improvement 
and abandonment and cost, Sir A. 

Binnte - - . 

United drainage and navigation soherne 
favoured by engineers. Major J. a. 

Torrens 

^^^Tmalgamation with certain other water- 
ways and State control advocated, 

Smith 


Bann Navigation— 

Upper — cont. 

Board of Trustees : 

Blaokwater River under control of, 

IF. R.Bea- - - • 15387-8 

Control by, and system, J. B. 

Gunning-Moore - - - 10016-22 

Dredging of Lough Ne^h by, J . B. 

Gunning-Moore - - - 16102-7 

Member of, see Gunning-Moore, J. B. 

16012-16116 

System successful, J. B. Gunning- 
Moore - - - - _ 16070-2 

Control and maintenance, J ■ B. Gunning- 
Moore, IF. M. Cloto, J. Barton 

16010-22, 16070^, 16724-7. 17340-8 
no Interchange of traffic with Railways, 

J. B.Gwnnivg-Moore- - • 16100 -H 

Length, M. P. O'Brien ■ • • - 13204 

no Locks, J. B. Gunning-Moore, W. M. 

ClQxo ... - 16025. 10T28 

Map handed in. J. B. Gunning-Moore 16014-5 
Navigation Company would probably 
provide wharves on Canal connecting 
laiis’s Wharf and Castor Bay, H. 

ShiUington 16055 

Quays and harbonw, etc., J. B. Gunning- 

Moore - ■ - ■ - • 16035-41 

Rating of districts for maintenance of, 

B. Gunning-Moore 16045-7, 16063-4 

Receipts and expenditure last seven 

years, J- B. Gunning-Moore - 16042^ 

Traffic, and development question, J. B. 

Gunning-Moore, W. M. Oloto 16051-2, 16<20 

Bann, River : 

Counties btmefited by. Major J. A. Torrens 15736 
Proceedings for improvement of districts 
dr^ed by, 1715, and non-carrying out of, 

0. A. Stevenson m 

Upper: 

Dredged by Lough Neagh Drainage 

Tn^t, J. B. Gunning-Moore - - 16014 

not Part of Upper Barm Navigation, 

J. B. Gunning-Moore - - • 10014 

Dtaposal of, 0- Tmgh - ■ - 12652-5, 

Grand Canal rates, H. Ddaney - . - 

Railway rates, H. Delaney, j^g .^3 

Slowness of delivering from Kilgarvan te 

Stop”” 18965 

Bomsley Cool, prioo poH by SEaiond Koltay 
Company, B. ilZornaoJi 

Baronies and local authorities, question re control 

of Canals by, G. A. Stevenson - . - - - 16&-7 

Barrow River (Braneh' of Grand Canal) : 

Abandonment objected to, IF. J. HavgUon 32016-22 
Acquired by Grand Canal Company about 
1902, IF. J. Havghion ' ’ ‘ 

Agricultural traffic on, n. Railway and need 

of storage at Mageney^ E. Hayden 13293-323 
Bye traders (hack boats), lack of facilities tc^ ^ 
complained of, T. Bicicy- - - 17546-50 

Coal Tbapfio ; 

Boat load, and reduction of cargo neees-_ 
sary en route in dry years, W. J. 
H^igUon - ■ ■ 32599-609. 32612 

Difficnlties made by Grand Canal Cbm- 
nany, result and particulars re. rates, TF. 

J Haughton - 32578-88, 32610. 32626, 

- 32027-36 

Facilities, TF. J. Havghion - - 32589-92 

One horse sufficient, IF. J. Haughton - 3l624 

Difficulties from shortage of water md 
want of accommodation, C. H. Bing- 

... - 13459-60, 13521-3 

• rendition of, IF. J. Haughton, T. Hickey 
Con<liOono.^_^^^^^ 17543, 17551-2. 32596-9, 32611 
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Index to 
Jividetu-c. 


QtiestioTis. 

Barrow River (Branch of Grand Canal)— 

Couneotion mtli proposed Canal from ICil- 
kenny to Inistiogue, Commission 

_ Report, A. M. Burden 14636, 14664, 14690 
Uonneotion Trith Suir, importance of, E. A. 

Eackett 14235 

Coirent, TF. J. Haughton - - - 32623-4 

Beepening advocat^, Q. Tough - - 12714-25 

Depth, G. Tough .... 12623-8 

Drainage scheme advocated, T. Hichey ■ 17544 


hy Company, M. Mullery, W. J. Houghton 

12928, 32619 

Eequired. M. Mullery, S. C. Cope 

12944-0, 12957, 12963 
Want of, J. A. Hannon • . 13405-7 

Dredging and removal of obstructions advo- 
cated, T. Hichey, W. J. HaugUon 17540-2, 32613-4 
Flooding caused by, and question re improve, 
ment, Sir A. Binnie, G. Tough 

21616-25, 21556-61, 21665-6, 32774-6 
Former traffic, T. Hickey .... 17540 
InpaovEMENT : 

to Same capacity as rest of Grand Canal, 
advocated, S. C. Cope ... 12972 
Scheme, remarks re. Sir 0. H. Plunkett 14184-9 
M^ds, G. Tough - . . 12645, 12718 

MiUing industry on, importance, G. Tough 32729-31 
National control advocated, T. Hickey 17544-5 
Proceedings for improvement of diatricte 
drained by, 1715, and non-carrying out of, 

G. A. Stevenson 

Proposed Canal from Kilkenny to Inistiogue 
should be under same control as. Caplin 

Cuffe 14684 

Rate -war between Grand Canal Company, and 
Great Southern and Western Railway O 

^o»gh ; 32647 

if. MuUerf . . . 12M5_o 

Silting, G. Tough - - . . . 12637-8 

• Storage accommodation needed to make 
Canal useful to Mageney and question of 
local contributions, S. Cope, E. Hayden 

c • c. 12958, 13277-83 

Suir Steam Navigation Company carriers 
on, J. E. Grubb .... lavifl-on 
Tideway, A. M. Burden .... 14723 
ronnage, decrease of, owing to condition of 
nyer, G. Tough, M. Mulleri/ 12719-23, 12923-7 
^ade on, not generaUy profitable, G. Tough 12640-4 
Ti-affic ejected from places on, on proposed 
^nal from Kilkenny to Inistiogue, Cavi. 

Cuffe 14586 

not Used by Kilkenny owing to rates. Cant 

Cuffe U<5QO_ai 

Water difBoulyy, G. Tough - . . . 12638 

Weirs, objeoMons to proposed removal G. 

Tough Q970V VO 

Reterence, M. P. O'Brien - . . 

see also Grand Canal. 

BARTON. JAMES. W.Inst.O.E., Engineer to 
Newry Harbour Trust (and formerly Engi- 
neer toNewry Navigation Company) : 17299-17393 
Axbeet Baset, Newet : 

Enlargement needed .... 17344 

Reason for non-enlargement - . l7V>5a ro 

Bal^amore and BallyconneU Canal, failure 

” 17370-2 

Bass NAviOATioif: 

Lower : 

■ A- BiraiV* report . - 17383-90 

Proposals, Str A. Btnnte . . 21618 

Question re improvement of drain- 
age and maintenance on abandon- 
ment of navigation works • 17366-9 

Suggestion instead of abandonment 
of navigation works - . . 

l^per, control .... 17340_9 

Boyne Navigation .... I736i_2 


BAETON-, JAMES-aml. 

Canals : 

Board of Worlcs’ dredgoin . . i,,. 

Centeal control, disadvantages, and' 
bination of local oonticl advocated I7»:»n = 

Government dredgers, suggestion rc and ^ 

rent question . 17338-43, 17373-5, I739, 
Mamtenanoo of. for purpose of keepino ” 
down Railway rates desirable . “173A3 ^ 

Caelingpobd Louoh : 

Cutting of entrance bar, reason, proceed 
ing« «iid result . . . 17307,12 

Depth and width of channels . . . ’ 

Excavation proceedings, result, etc. 17313^0? 
Length ■ 

Evidence referred to. Sir A. Binnie, E. Greer 
vr I T 1 21454-5, 21486, 21701, 2I719. 

Neagh Lough, proposed cut vul Newry 

.. .. 17320-2. 17376-82 

Newrt Navigation : ^ 

Mud brought down by river and dredg. 

ing suggestion .... i7334_o 

Newry Pott under same control as, and 
approval of ... . 

Owned by Newry Port and Harbour 

Trust - 

PkoM toTOd by - - . 1,302^ 

Toll charged by ... . 17354.5 

Report re Lower Bann Navigation Works, 
ilfo;or J. A. Torrens, Sir A. Binnie 

15741, 15742, 21439 

Beef, increased export expected, Sir B. C 

- 14169. 

Beg Lough ; 

Dredging, and deposit difficulty, Major J A 

Tornm - . . . - 15723-5, 'itVag-g 

Navigation difficulties. Sir A. Binnie 21467-73 

Question re effect of removal of Portna Weir 
on, Sir A. Binnie .... 21607-12 

Silt, Sir A. Binnie ■ . . 21539, 21621 

Belfast ; 

Canal to Lough Neagh, eee Lagan C’anal. 

Chambeh op Commerce : 

Evidence on behalf of, see Knox, R. 

Kyle, LL.D. and Pair, Richard B. 

_ 16680-16682, 16583-15616. 

Ex-President, see Heyn, Fi-ederic-k L. 
m. a. . 16796-15908. 

iranio Committee, Ex-Chairmaii, 

Heyn, Frederick L. - . . lo/ao 

Coasting service approved by some people in, 

G. de B. Ball 17Q29' 

Distances to Clones, IF. R. Bea, J. Smith 15486, 16899- 
Diycrsion of traffic from Newry by Great 
Northern Railway to, E. Greer - - 21697’ 

Paster service to aones needed on Ulster 
(Uanal, J. Smith .... 168K-9' 

Head line steamers from, F. L. Heyn - 15804-6. 

Inland water traffic, and question of in- 

■ • 15585-93, 15610-1 

Method of sending oattlo to, from Roscom- 
mon, and Canals would not benefit, J. P. 

Maeguire 13249-67 

Oats, importation of, 1904^1905. F. L. Heyn 15827- 
Peat moss litter, importation of, 1905 F L. 

Heyn 

Poet ; 

Approach to Lagan Cianal, condition, 

W. R. Rea ■ - - - I6< 

Customs of Neivry more than, 100 years 

ago, E. Greer uioas' 

Harbour Commissioner, see Heyn, 
Frederick L. • . . 16796-15908 

Kai motors used near, Sir B. C. Plunkett 14177-8- 
Railway and water rates, A. W. Shaw, W. R. 

Rea, J. McNally, W. F. de V. Kane, J. 

Cdhoun, W. M. Clow, J. Smith, T. W. 

Pdlock, 14472-8, 15448-9, 15485-7, 15671, 

15927-9, 16603, 1C620-3, 16743-4, IC871-7,. 

16889-91, 16928-33. 


15840-2- 
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Qtiesfions. 

Bclf&st — ^ 
Rahway to Colnes, date of opening, H. Plews 21083 
Railway to Portadown, Di-ogbeda and 
Dublin, Ulster Canal traffic diverted by, E. 

Oreer • - ■ ' ' ' 21677-0 

Rates from Aglialee and to Liverpool and 
New York compared, II'. E. Best ■ _ - lofiKft 

Satisfactoiy watcnvay connecting with 
Lough Erne would be beneficial, P. L. 

Heyn 16812 

Served by Newty Canal, J. Barton - • 17304 

Service to London, /. Sarlow - • - 17311 

Storage accommodation on Ulster Canal 

aeedsd, J.Stmth 16899 

ThEOTJGH CoMirCTNICATION WITH LiMEKICE : 

Advocated and considered advantageous, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett, E. J. Long, R. K. 

Knox, TF. T. de V. Kane, J. Corr 14077-80, 
14163^, 16183-94, 15252-4, 15208-12, 

15223-9, 15276-84, 15681, 15913, 15924, 

15948, 16126-33 

Employment of three different steamers 

considered necessary, B. Plews 21149-61 
Local contribution question, E. J. Long 

16203-5, 15209-11 
Non-existent at present. Sir H. Plunkett 1421" 
Ouestion re value of, to traders at 
Limerick, A. If. - 143.56-60,14308-9 

Suggestion re, M. P. O'Brien ■ 13197-206 

Traffic questaon, Sir H. 0. Plunkett, A. IF. 

Shaw, R. B. Fair, E. Plews 14121-3, 1446d. 
14492-5, 16696-8, 21143-58, 21205-0 
Unnecessary and not of great importance. 

Sir H. G. Plunkett, 0. A. Ster.enson, 

Earl of Eme 14129, 14915-20, 14925-33, 

' 16432-3 

Works necesaary, P. L. Hej/ii • _ 15894-8 

no Through Rtulway mta rnth Limerick, 

traffic therefore sent by sea, A. TF. Shaw 14364-0 
ToUage on Lagan Canal to Ellis’s Cut, T. TF. 



Tonnage of boats to, IF. F. de 7. Kane • • 15920 

Trade, Lagan navigation a benefit to, F. L. 

Heyn 

Tbaetic : 

to Boyne Canal, P. J. Ma^uUlan • 26340 
to iP^T.i8kiHp.n. prospect, Earl of Erne • 16471 
Expected if Ulster Canal were opened 

ihoveVlsiev, J. Smith • 16864, 168/9 

on Lagan Canal, J. B. Gunning-Moore, 

W R. Rea, T. TF. Pdlock, E. Greer 

15368-9, 16032, 16062, 16904, 16924-7, 
21682-93 

with Limerick s 

by sea, A. IF. Shaw, R. B. Faxr, F. 

L Eeun 14361-7, 16659-600. 16816, 

^ 15879, 21157-9 

Tonnage of, and rates, E. Plews 

^ 21143-5, 21200-4, 21233 

to Middletown on Ulster Canal, W. R. 

16536-40 

withNewTy, T. Zr«»« - - ; 17444-51 

with Portadown, and impossibihty of 
r.gd», Ca.»l sorrioe, TT. f ■, 

Railway, and rates not complained of, 
F.L.Eeyn - • - / . " I®*-"* 

Waterway to Limerick, length and 

taken by barge, G. Tough • - 12664-6 

Belleek: 

Pall to BaUyshannon.Sorlo/ lime • • 16516 

Lough Eme navigable down to, J. SwMtt - lbw3 

Traffic possibiUties on Lough Eme, 
ofEr^ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Beltnrhet: 

Connection with, important, J- Gorr ■ " 

light Railway to Dromod, G. A. Stevenson 14929-33 
Traffic from, expected if UlstOT Canal were 
opened above Clones, J- Smith 
Bereaford, lilr. Massy, aee Massy- Beresford, ilr. 


Qi/asri'ons. Index to 

BEST, WILLIAM E., member of County Antrim E videnee . 

Committee of Agriculture and of the Council 
of Agriculture in connection nith the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction, and representative of Royal Ulster 
Agricultural Society: - - - 15949—16011 

Bann, Lower, compensation for damage by 
flooding not sufficient .... 16005 

Canals : 

Co-operation with Railways advocated 15993-5 
Improvements, Railways would benefit 

fiom 15972-4 

Lower freight desired - - - -16988-9 

More rapid haulage desired - • • 15987 

Railway compelation a reason for con- 
dition of, and co-operation advocated 

15966-71 

Lagan Canal : 

^ricultuial traffic, hut disadvantages 
and question of development 
15954-68, 16975-80, 15990-1, 15996, 16002, 

16006 

Better loading and unloading facilities 
and distribution arrangements needed 

15975-80 

Statement showing objects of work of 

Royal Ulster Society handed in - - 16011 

Biggar, Mr., Bill for taking over Ulster Canal by 
Laean Navigation Company blocked by, TF. R. 

^ 15623 

Biggars, Ltd., Chairman, see Smyth, Robert 16521-16586 

BINGHAM, CHARLES HENRY, Director of 
M^rs. Tedcastle, McCormick & Co.. Ltd., 
coal merchants and shipowners : - - 13435-550 

{Appendix 5] 

Barrow River, coal traffic, difficulties from 
shortage of water and want of accommoda- 
tion 13459-66, 13521-3 

Cabals ; 

Amalgamation and linking up of, not ^ 

advocated .... 13511-5 

Company as carriers approved • 13507-8 

Control, State preferred to Local - 13519-26 

Evidence referred to, R. Morrison 21377, 21379 
Future for, if properly developed - 13609-10 

Preferred to Railways for local traffic 

13460, 13473, 13478-9 

Gband Canal: 

Bve-traders 13541-4 

; Coal traffi-C 13459-69, 13470-3, 13482, 13534-46 

T.iT't-iug up of Royal, Grand, and Shannon 
Wateiways not considered of great advan- 
, t ng f* - ■ - - ■ ■ * 13615-8 

) Railway rates for eoal with and -without 

Canal competition . - - • 13498-5C11 

{ {Appendix 3, Statement I) 

Royal Canal : 

^ Coal traffic : 

^ Complaints made re condition of 

Canal, eto.,butnot re landing facili- 

ties 13488 

^ Difficulty of procuring barges 13480-4 

Tonnage sent by Messrs. Tedcastle 
3 & Co. - - - • 13486-7 

Condition due to Railway ownership and 
® nrobable result of other control 

^ 13489-501, 13645-60 

Tonnage of coal sent by Messrs. Tedcastle 
® & Co. by Canal and Railway - 13474^7 

^ Railways, eoal traffic tonnage of waggon, 

^ Great Britain and Ireland 13503-7, 13526-8 

BINNIE, SIR ALEXANDER, Chairman of Vice- 
^ Eeg.1 ec™on .. Arteri.l 

3 . ■ • ■ 2167^ 

Eallinderry River, proposed canabsation 

^ would result in flooding - - • 21«^2 

Bann Drainage Committee - • - 21642-3 
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INDEX : 


Indtx to 
Evidence. 


Questions. 

BINNIE, SIR ALEXANDER, oto.—ccnt. 

Bans, Lowes : 

Rnaaciftl position 21479 

Fisheries, provision made for, in abandoa- 
ment scheme .... 21480-2 

Abandonment of navigation works : 

Alterations suggested by various 

people instead of - 21443-5, 21448-9 

Recommendations re, and argu> 

ments 21442-79, 21599-G04, 21613-4 
Works necessary for improvement 

or abandonment, and cost - 21582-98 

Account of works, cost, etc. - - 21436-40 

Beg, LotroH : 

Navigation difficulties • - - 21467-73 

Silt 21621 

r Canals : 

Cannot be made profitable from agri- 
cultural produce - • 21510-5, 21541-2 

Flooding caused by, and relief from, 


considered more important than 
maintenance of Canals, and question 
re value of land 21516-25, 21556-61, 21563-6, 
21576-82 

Foreign ...... 21502 

no Prospect of commercial success and 
maintenance for competition with 
Railways not advocated 21495-6, 21500-1, 
21622-34 

Prosperity dependent on connecting port 
with large city, coalfield or manufactur- 
ing district .... 21503-4 

‘.Questions re value of, for taking heavy 

uni-emunerative traffic from Railways 21563-4 
State control would injure Railways - 21507-8 

Valueless for perishable goods - 21509 

Coleraine Port : 

Loading and unloading facilities - 21530-6 

Proposed abandonment of Lower Bonn 
would not injure • 21538-40, 21606-6 

Co-operation among farmers would be a force 
to bear on Railway Companies to reduce 

rates 21571 

Evidence not agreed with, ffresr - - 21712 

Government buying up of Railways and Canals 
and conversion into free means of com- 
munication not approved - - - 21649-50 

Motors as feeders to Railways advocated 21543-4 

Neagh, Lohge : 

Flooding on shores, Portna Weh the 

■ cause of 21474-8 

Level, importance of maintenance of - 21483 

Proposed diversion of water to Newry not 

approved 21484-90 

Portna Weir, question re effect of removal of, 

on Lough Beg 21607-12 

Qu^tion of decrease of population - 21552-6 

RaUways, larger trucks being tried - 21568-70 

Report on the Bann and Lough Neagh Drain- 
age refened to, and opiaiuns, etc., re, ff. A. 
Stevenson, J. McEaUy, Major J. A. Torrens, 

J. Barton, 233, 16661-3, 16707-37, 15741-9, 
15754-8, 15780, 15787-91, 17383 
Subsidising a cause of ffiffioulties - - . 21651 

Tolls on roads not approved - - . 21646-8 

Toome Weir, removal not proposed - 21615-20 

Vice-Regal Commission on Arterial Drainage 
in Ireland - - . 21526-8, 21635-41 

Reference, Earl of Erne. .... 16414 

Black River, navigable tributary of River Suir, 

J. E. Grvlb 13750-1 

Blackwater River ; 

All vessels passing up, pass joriadiction of 
Youghal Harbour, O. P. CarroU - . 26169 

no Authority to look after silting, J. Stanley 

■a . , 25939-40 

Barges sent to hghten vessels owing to 
slmllowness,./. - -23865-6,25869-70 


Blackwater River— 


Qveslioni. 


Bed : 

Motion of, C. P. CarroU . . 26220J 

Nature of, J. Stanley, C. P. Carroll 

26935, 20073, 26216-fl 
Owner, C. P. Carroll, F. A. Cvrrey, H. C 

V’ Stuart 26205, 26225, 26957 

not Silted with mud but gravel, J 

- 25938 

Boats : 

Average tonnage, J. Stanley - . 26905-6 

Cannot go above the railway bridge, at 
Cappoquin, J. Stanley - . . 

Former tonnage, J. Stanley 26936-7, 25979-80 
Size, H. C. V. Stvnrl .... 20940 
Canal from Cappoquin to Lismore runs 
parallel to, J. Stanley .... 25962 
from Cappoquin to Lismore, cbstance, J. 

Stanley 25890 

Cappoquin, point of distribution to, J. Stanley 25921 
Cargo of vessels coming up on a spring tide, 

J. Stanlei/ -25908-9 

Condition, H. 0. V. Stuart - - - . 26933 

Connection with Ulster Canal, W. R. Rea • 15483 
Control, W. M. Clow .... 16724-6 

Control, question rc, H. 0. V. Stuart 

26964-6, 26969 

Co-operation among farmers in district of, 
question re, H. C. V. Stuart - - . 26953 

Damming, question re, J. Stanley - 25964-5 

Deep water distance from Cappoquin and 
Youghal, J. Stanley .... 25867-8 

Deepening : 

Advocated at certain points, J. Stanley 

25948, 26067 

Cheapest plan, C. P. Carroll ■ - - 26200 

Estimate of cost given .... 26199 
Funds lacking, C. P. Carroll ■ - . 26201 

Suggestions, J. Stardey .... 26033 
Definition of boimdaiy, question respecting, 

F. A. Currey 26244-8 

Depth of water on shoals required, J. Stanley 25923 
Distance from Cappoquin to Youghal, H. G. 

F. Stuart 26952 


Dredging : 

Cc«t, question re , J. Stanley, H. C. V. 

Stuart 25953, 26956, 2G073, 26991 

Diffraence would be difference between 
economy of steamers and economy of 
sailing vessels, 3. C. V. Stuart • 27002-6 

would Encoui’age co-operation, 3. C. V. 

Stuart 26964 

Extent necessary, J. Stanley - - - 26034 

Freighto would bo cheapened by, 3. C. 7. 

Stuart 27019 

Funds, suggestion, 3. 0. V. Stuart 20973, 26978 
would Increase height of water at Cappo- 
quin on spring tides, O. P. Carroll • 20144 

Injury to fisheries, question re, 3. G. V. 

Stuart 26980-Z 

Interest of Youghal Hmbour Board, 
question re, G. P. Carrdl - - 26129-30 

an Interference of tho owner’s rights, 

F. A. Currey 26229 

Local contribution towards cost unlikely, 

3. C. P'. Stuart ... 26997-8 

Necessary, H. O. V. Stuart • - - 26932 

Nothing further than grant from Ii'iah 
Parliament spent on, J. Stanley 26035-6 

no Objection as a landowner, 3. C. F. 

aiTfort 26968 

O^vner wished to assei't his legal right, 

3. 0. F. Stuart .... 26959 
Scheme for, achieves all that is really 
necessary, H. C. V. Stuart - 26992-4 

Dimgai'van highest point to wliich a captain 
would bring his vessel, J. Stanley - 26872-4 

no I^timato as to cost of removal of oljstruc- 

tions, C. P. Carroll *2'5086 

Evidence given on since 1761, J. Stanley - 25956 
Pall of, between Lismore and Cappoquin, and 
consequent barrier to traffic, J. Stanley 

25900, 25903-4 
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Questions. 

Blackwater River— fo"<' 

FlSHEKV : 

Litigation betw«n public or private rights 
F. A. Currey - - - - 20235-7 

Ownership, J. Stanley, F. A. Currey 

26954, 26225 

a Free navigation, J. Stanley - - 26008-9 

Grant from Irish Parliament, particulars re, 

J. Stanley - 25878, 25880, 25995-6, 26163 

Gravel shoals and question re market for, C. 

P.Cari-oa 26208-12 

no Identical with Canal from Cappoquin to 
Lismore, J. Stanley . • • - - 26901 

Impeotemekt : 

Amount of money, question re, J. Stanley 26026 
Attitude of Youghal Harbour Board, 
question re, C. F. Carroll • - 26168-71 

Bearing of expense by County Council, 
question re, J. Stanley, M. Kenny 26057-61 
Benefit to district, question re, H. G. V. 

Stuart .... - 27006—11 

Beyond Cappoquin not proposed, J. 

Stanley ...... 25993 

Cheapest plan, C. P. Carroll - - 26165 

Consent of owner, Duke of Devonshire, 
necessary, 0. P. CarroU, F. A. Currey 

26207, 26238-41 

Contribution by owner towards cost, 
question re, F. A. Currey . - - 26242 

Cost, question re, J. Stanley 

26026-32, 28094-7, 26082-4 
County Council proper authority for 
. oaiTying out, but barony rate would be 

heavy, H. 0. V. St^iart • - 26976-84 

Difficulties would be great, C. P. CarroU 26164 
would Ensure a widespread use among 

• the agricultural community, B. C. T. 

Stuart .... 26950-1, 26947 

Estimate of cost in 1879, C. P. Carroll 
. 26088-9, 26179-80 

Freights would be cheapened by, H. C. 

V. Stuart 26934-5 

’ Grant from Ii'ish Parliament in 1761, C. 

P. Carroll 26181 

Impossibility of carrjung up to Fermoy, 

J. Stanley, 31. Kenny - • 25882-5 

, Initiative by Youghal Harbour Board, 

• question re, G. P. Carroll - - 26153-5 

a I^ge number of people would he bene- 
fited by, J. Stanley .... 26062 

‘ Local conti'ibution question, J. Stanley, 

H. C. T’. Stuart ■ - - 26063-5, 26937 

Maintenance of dredging after, question 
re, J. Stanley . . - - 26066-8 

Object to take sailing vessels from Car- 
diff to Cappoquin, J- Stanley - 26048-51 

Public money should be expended on, J. 

Stanley 26025 

’ Reduction of R-ailway rates antidpateeJ, 

J. Stanley 25967 

Steamers would be induced to run by, H. 

C. V. Stuart 26936 

Tonnage possible after, J. Stanley 26907, 25973 
Jurisdiction of Youghal Harbour Board, J. 

Stanley, 0. P. Carroll ■ 26008, 26123, 26166-7 
Levying a toll, question re, C. P. Carroll 20186-92 

Lismore, highest point where navigation was 
ever carried on, J. Stanley ... 25991 
no Looks, J. B. Gtinning Moore - - • 16025 

Map of siiiwey handed in, C. P. Carroll • 26084 
Natural method of communioation to a large 
part of Tipperary, J. Stanley • - • 25958 

Navigation d^culty, J. Stanley - • _ 25993-4 

Navigation from Youghal to Cappoquin dis- 
turbed by shoals, C. P. Carroll - * 26175 

New pier and landing stage at Cappoquin, J. 

Stanley ... - 25943—4, 25948-52 

Obstructions should be removed, C. P- 

Carrdl - • 26085 

Owner’s rights are absolute and question re 
controversy on the subject, P. A. Currey 26230-2 
Part of Upper Bann Navigation and under 
control of trustees, W. B. Bea - - 15387-8 

336-II. 


Questions. Index to 

Blackwater River— ro'iL Emdenee. 

Peat industry, use of Eailwav, B. Pleio 21108-11 

Pilots, C. P. Carrdl . ... . 26124 

Portions belonging to estate of Dromanagh, 

F. A. Currey 26225 

Power of deepening itself, C. P. Carrdl - 26198 
Quay built by the County Council, C. P. 

CarroU 26093-6 

Question of taking over by the County Council 
for the benefit of the County, J. Stanley, 

M. Kenny ..... 26010-11 

Report of Mr. Otway quoted, C. P. Carroll 26087-8 
Resolution passed in Irish House of Commons, 

1761-4, respecting accounting of corpora- 
tion for carrying on an Inland Navi- 
gation in Ireland for grant for making 
navigable, J. Stanley .... 25878 
Rise of tide at Cappoquin at spring and neap 
tides, J. Stanley .... 26004-6 

S aius q Vessels : 

Dependent on wind and tide, J. Stanley 26001 
Majority, J. Stanley .... 26000 
Wind may have prevented them getting 
up as weU as shoals, J. Stanley • - 26002 

Sand in bed, C. P. CtwroB .... 26216 
Sand commences at Youghal, F. A. Currey 26243 
Shipping traffic at Dungarvan, large, J. 

Stanley 26014-6 

Shoals often struck, J. Stanley - - 25924-6 

Silting up, J. Stu7iley, 0. P. Cairdl 26935, 26090-1 
Small amount of gravel, C. P. Carrdl - 26213-5 

Soundings taken, C. P. Carivll ... 26079 
Steam navigation necessary for vessels reach- 
ing Cappoquin, J. Stanley • - - 26003 

Steamer plying at Cappoquin could not be 
passed by, J. Stanley .... 26038 
Steamers desired, H. C. V. Stuart • - 26996-6 

Steamers have been discharged at Cappoquin, 

J. Stanley 26000 

no Su^estion of a dam or putting another 

weir in, J. Stanley 26072 

Survey made, J. iSfauZey • - 25911-2, 26072 

Survey made in 1905 of portion between 
Viliierstown and Cappoquin, C. P. Carrdl 

26080^, 26092 

Tide difficulty, J. Stanley • - - 25857-64 

Tidal portion, length and ownership, J. 

Stanley 25885-9 

Tides, traffic practically stopped by, J. 

Stanley 25857-6 

Timber exported from Yot^haJ, C. P. Carrdl 26122 
Time usually taken on journey to C'appoquin, 

J. Stanley 25863 

Toll charged on vessels passing through 

Youghal Harbour, C. P. Carrdl - 26160-1 

no Tolls, J. Stanley 26069 

Traders would be ruling to pay a toll based 
upon the amount expended so as to cover 
the interest, J. Stanley - - • 26070-1 

Tratpic: 

Average annual tonnage, C. P. Carrdl 26162 
Coal, J. Stanley, H. C. V. Stuart 26052-5, 26940 
Distribution, C. P- Carrdl ... 26101 
Export: 

in Oats, H. C. V. Stuart • - 26942 

Timber tonnage, B. C. V. Stuart - 26943 
Feeding stuffs, B. G. V. Stuart • 26940-1 

Imports : 

Coal tonnage, H. C. V. Stuart - 26943 
Feeding stufe tonnage, E. C. 7. 

Stuart 26943 
Increase desired, C. P. Carrdl - 26168-71 

Inward tonnage, C. P. Carrdl 26100, 26102-5 
a Large proportaon comes by sea direct, 

B. C. V. Stuart 26944 

Nature, J. Stanley ... - 26055-6 

Oats: 

Principally, H. 0. V. Stuart 26940, 26945 
Quantities large enough to fill the 
barges, E. G. V. Stuart • • 26946 

Outward, tonnage, C. P. Carrdl - 26106-8 

2K 2 
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INDEX : 


Imkx to 
Eiridence. 


Quealiune. 

Blackwater River— foi’^ 

Tbapfic — conf. 

■would be Paramount after improvement 
and reasons, J. Stanley - ■ 

Practically stopped by tides, J. SlnrUry •25837-00 
Prospects, J. Stanley, C. P. Carrdl 239(i0. 2ftl01 
by Sailing vessel, H. C. V. Stuart - 26D99-7001 
Sea, not local, J. Stanley - • • 25992 

would 1)6 Sufficient if improvements were 
carried out, J. Stanley - - - ‘26056 

Vessels have to pass through Youghal, 

C. P. Carroll 26145 

Vessels can be got in to Dungarvan at any 
tide. J. Stanley .... -’fiOU-O 

Vessels loaded on, close to Cappoquin by the 
South of Ireland Wheel and Waggon Com- 
pany, J. Stanley .... •25852-3 

Wind serious for sailing vessels, H. C. V. 

Stuart -2694!) 

Water sujjply, enlaigeiaont of BallymoTC 
Reservoir would improve, J, Sinith - • 

Blackwatertown, served by Ulster Canal, IF. R. 

Rea 15386 

Board of Control, see under Royal Canal. 

Board of Inland Navigation, appointment of mem- 
bers of Board of Control from, <3. • 14S41 

Board of Irish Lights, Youghal Lighthouse under. 
a P. Carroll -261.50 


Board of Trade : 

Appeal from Strabane re Railway rates and 
result, J. Toner, T. B. Pedy • ■ 16344-9 

Apphcation made to, for permission to close 
Broadatone branch of Royal Canal, llou. R. 

A. Nugent 14766 

CiNaL Retusxs : 

18SS, quoted from - . - '268, 14892 

1S9S. quoted and referred to 12588, 12600, 
12C26, 12853, 14789-94, 10302-3, 16366, 
21-250, -21329-30, 21369 
of Louglr Corrib Na-vigation, never asked 
for. Professor Townsend ■ • ■ 17175 

Complaints made to, re Strabane Canal, 

J. Colhonn 16619 

no Direct power to make Railway Company 
put Royal Canal in order. G. .4. Stevenson 14845 
no Enquiries re Grand Canal, G. Tough ■ 12854 
ExQtriKIES AND REPORTS : 

Royal Canal, and results, TI', P. O'Neill, 
il . Field, J. Taflow, T. F. Nooney, 

Bon. R. A. Nugent, G. A. Stevenson 
12094, 12342. 12345-54, 13430-2, 

13Q31-3, 14769-71, 14846 
Strabane Canal, Colonel Baillie - 1605U-4 

Examination of Lough Corrib Navigation 
boats by, Professor Townsend - - . 17223 

no Help expected from, re Royal Canal, 

J. P. ^acquire .... 13208-71 

Jurisdiction and powers in Ireland, G. A. 

Stevenson 142-4, 2(36 

Proceedings re tolls on Strabane Canal, T. B. 

- 16350 

Provisional order, Q. de B. Ball ■ - -17094-.5 

not Statutory authority for complaints re 

Royal Canal, Q. .4. Stevenson - - . 14876 


Board of Works (Commissionera of Public Works) : 
Advance towards Ulster Canal, IT. R. Rea 
H. Plewa .... 15409, 15414, 21079 

Applications made to, for improvement of 
Suir Navigation, but -without result, J. E 

. 1380J-6 

Award re Lough Corrib levels, unreliability of 
figures. Perry .... 17287-90 

Boyne Navigation vested in. 1894 and 

transfer, H. Plews, P. J. lHacQuillan 21161, 2(3346 
and (?avan and Leitrim Railway bridges, 

H. Pleica 21131 

Coalisland C^nal taken over from, by Lagan 
Navigation Company, 1888, TF. R. Rea 
f. 15375. 15378 

Conamon in which Lower Bann was left by 
J. McSally 1 ,5853 


Board of Works (Commisaionors of Public Works) 

— coni. 

Correspoadcttcc and pi-occedings with Lagan 
Navigation ('ompaiiy since handing over 
of Ulster Canal, il'. Ji. Uca 15421, 15499-30, I 5443 
Drodgora owned by, ./. - 17339, 17391-3 

Engineers, use of, by Boiiixl of Control, G. A. 

Stevenson .... 14851--2, 14937 

Enquii-y re Loiigli Corrib levels, Professor 

Toxonserul 1723 Q 

Established 1831, and property and powers 
of Directors of Inland Navigation trans- 
ferred to, G. A. Stevenson - • • I 34 

Evidence on behalf of, see Stevenson, George 

A., M.V.O. 107-089 

p. 14841-15935 

E.vpenditiire on Sliaiinoii Navigation and rates 
coiuplftined of, D. Sherlock - . 21745-6 

Expenditure on Ulster Clanal, on acquisition 
by Lagan Navigation (Jompany, II. Pkivs 2109 -9 
and Grants or ciiitiTfvntoc from baronies, 

H. Plews 21286 

Inspection and report re Koya! Canal, 0. A. 

Stevenson 14843 

Jurisdiction, 0. A. Slf-ni-^in - - - 264-6 

Jjagan Navigation Company’s accounts 
iiuditod by. (?. A. Sh-venson - • - 148 

Loan re Newry Canal, E. Greer - - 217&2-3 

Loans to Railways, 0. A. iSfej.'crwoii - . 1 S 3-9 

.Maigne Navigation ciuitrollod by, 6. A. 

Stevenson 196 

.Member.-i of, on Rey.il Canal Board of 
Control, -/. Tatltno, 0. A. Stevenson 12230, 14845 
Necessary to existence of Board of Control, 

G. A. Sterenson .... 14858-9 

Portion of Sh.annon bi-ancli to Strokertown 
navigated by boats of, -I. P. Maeguire 13238-40 
Position re Navigation improvemonts, 0. A. 

Stevenson 180-191 

Powers over oortivin navigations, Q. A. 

Stevenson 1523 

Powers re inland navigation, G. A. Stevenson 140-1.55 
{Appendix 2, Statement 1, yayel) 
Proceedings re sale of Ulster Canal, and terms 
with Lagan Navigation Company, IF. B. 

Rea, H. Plews - - 15392-414, 15221, 20190-9 

Question re control of inland navigations, 

G. A. Stevenson 161-75 

Reversion of Ulster Canal to, condition and 
expenditure on, H. Plexoa • • 21082-3 

Royal Canal controlled by, and question re 
taking over, G. A. Stevenson - 1.54-5, 222-8 

l 8 iiannon Navigotion under control of, G. A. 
Stevenson, TF. P. O’.Veilf, M. P. O’Brien 

142, 12365-C, 13204-1(33 
Sources of i-evenuc'-, G. .4. Stevensem • - 145 

and Suggestion re Govomuicnt dredgers, J. 

Barton 17340, 17373-5 

Tolls s 

on Boyne Navigation, P. J. MacQidUan 26348 
on Shannon : 

CJomplained of, 0. Tough, 11. Egefn, 

C. H. Bingham, D. Sherlock 

12837-48, 13071, 13510-8, 21745-6 

Explanation, O. A. Stevenson 

1488.3-90, 14906-7 

Example of, and no complaint made, 

B. Lefroy - - - - 16334-5 

Transfer of Boyne Navigations to and from, 

L. Donegan ...... 17122 

Ulster Canal transferred to and from, G. A. 

Stevenson 150-1, ^8 

Ulster Cana! under, before 1888, and worked 
at a loss. IF. R. Rea ■ ~ ■ -153S9-91 

Weirs planked by, B. Lefroy • - • 15S10 

Boai-ds, Railway and Canal ratos, J. MaN<dly • 
Borough Councils, Canal Board with members 
from, suggested, IF. Field 13440, 13441, 1345(P2 
Boyle, Sir Courtenay, reference, T. F. Nooney ■ 13931 
Boyle : 

Population, J. P. Macgxdre - • • - 13323 

Rate to, if Shannon looks were altered, B. 

Lefroy 16308 
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Boyle Branch of Shannon : 

Length, i!/. -P- O’Bmn 13‘^ 

no Traffic on, at present, J. P. Jlacyiiire - 132o9 
Boyne, Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Tailow ■ 122.54-5 

Boyne Navigation : 

Aooount and history of. G. A. Sleve^ison, 0. 
de B. Ball, L. Dcniegan, H. Pleios 

124-7, 10965, 17122, 21161-3 
Agent at Drogheda, see Donegan, Laurence 

1711S-1T172 

Average depth, de R. BflW • - • - 16908 

Boats : 

Insufficiency, G. de B. Ball . . • 10984 

Tonnage in winter and summer, L. Done- 


gan 


17150-3 


26364-0 


20361 


20353 

20340 


17119 

20.340 


Bbeakwaters : 

Advocated, P. J- MacQuillm 
Canalisation unnecessary if bi-eakwafer 
were made. P. J- 2lacQnilLan ■ ■ 20353 

west of Dominick’s Bridge at Drogheda 
would enable river to be navigated at 
all hours, P. J. MacQuillan ■ - 26351 

Drawback, P. J. • 20361-3 

can Only lie navigated at full tide, P. J . 

MaeQuillan 

a Wen- wth an onti-onco lock on the south 
side suggested, P. J- MacQuillan 
Canying on, bj- Meath River Navigation C'om- 
pany, date of start, P. J. MacQuillan. 

COilPANY : 

BojTie Navigation transferred to, P. •/. 

MacQuillan 26346 

Formation, L. Donegan ■ - ■ 17122 

Lessees did not act ns carriers until lately, 

P. J. MacQu-illan - • 26346, 26349-50 

Condition practically same ns fifty years ago 
but large sums spent on, L. Donegan ■ 

Condition when taken over by the Meath 
Navigation Company, P. J. MacQuillan 
Connection with the Shannon scheme, traffic 
question, etc., G. de B. Ball 

16989-17010, 170.50-6, 1706.5-90 
Deepening of certain portions needed, L. 

Donegan - - - - 17148-9, 17169-/2 

Drawback and illustration, P. J . MacQuillan 

26351 

Dredging required for Lancashire and York- 
shire steamboat service, J. .4. P- Asphuill 

20421-2, 20425 

Dry docks erected at Navan , P. J. Jfoc- 

QuiUan - , - 26340 

Financial position and strong flow in river 

portions, 0. de B. Ball ■ 1/092 

Flooding. (?. P. Pofl ■ • ' -16969, 16985 

History, P. J. MacQuillan . - - - 26346 

Improvement of Drogheda Harbour and 
encouragement of steamboat service would 
benefit, G. de P. Puff ■ * * ‘ liO-lGt'i) 

Imteovemekt : _ 

Benefits expected, L. Donegan • 1t155-6i 

Impossible out of canal revenue, L. Done- 

gan 

.Tustificalion question, G. de B. Ball 
Report re value of, and works carried 

out, J. Porlon. ' ■ ' -173U1-2 

Interest of Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 

Company, J. A. F. Aspinall . - - 20432 

Jurisdiction, J. A. F. AspinaU • • _ 20433-4 

Leased to, and worked by, Meath River Navi- 
gation Company, G. de B. Ball, L. Donegan 

1696.5, 17091, 17118, 17122^ 
I.«ngth. G. de B. Ball - - - 

Lffi^s, P. J. MacQii^lan - • - • 

Lock gates erected, P. J- MacQuiUan - 
New lighters built, P. J. MaeQuillan ■ • 

Number of lighters plying between Drogheda 
and Navan, P. J. MacQuillan - 
Railway rates quoted cover exactly the seme 
services as, P. J. MacQuillan - - 26369-70 

Rates and comparison with railway: coal, 
hardware, oats, sugar, tea, L. Donegan, 

P. .7. MacQuillan - 17157-67, 26343. 26351 


17154 

169S9 


Boyne Navigation— con/. 

Rosnarea Canal, see that lille. 

Service complained of. fr. dc P. P I'l' - - 16984 

Staleen Canal, sec that lifh\ 

Statement by Colonel Plews, P. J- .dnc- 

QuiUan ■ ■ 

Termination of, G. de B. Ball - * 10970 

Tip.u. Portion : 

Condition, J. A. F. AspinaU ■ ■ 20437-9 

Improvement needed and suggestions, 

0. de B. Ball - - _ • ■ 16981^ 

Olstacles caused by, and improvement 

question, L. Donegan ■ - 17137-47 

Tolls, increase and previous loss, L. D-nicm 17120-1 
Toll charged by Board of Works, P. •/. -1/oc- 

Quillan 26348 

wouW Undoubtedly be closed but for 
steps taken in IS9B. and money put 
into. P. J. MncQui'Jr ... - 26351 


1 tonnage, P. J- Mac- 


26343-5 

17136 

17121 

26340 


- 26340 


, P. J. Mac- 


Traffic : 

Annual increase 
Quillan 

Com .and cost, L. Donegan ■ 

Increase, L. Donegan . - - - 

Nature, P. J. 2IacQuillan 
Not sufficient to keep Canal open and 
Railway competition, H. Plcios - 
Practically no return traffic. O. de B. Ball 
Principal, from Drogheda end, P. J- 

MacQuillan 

Thirty years ago and now, L. Donegan 17125-6 
Through, in connection with the Coast- 
ing Steamship Company ° 

Quillan 

Timber, X. Donegan 
Tonnage, 1905, X. Donegan 
Upper and Lower merged as Boyne Navig- 
able Inland Wateiway, G. de B. Ball 
Width complained of, G. de B. Ball - 1698.5-6 

Boyne River, proceedings for improvement oi 
districts drained by, 1715, and non-eairying 
out of, Q. A. Stevenson . - - - 111 

Boyne River Company, control of Upper Bojme 
' Navigation by, and transfer of interests to 
Commissioners of Public Works, X. Donegan 

Great Northern Railway rates, IF. R. P>.ea - 1°449 
Railway and Canal rates, J- Smith - - 16872 

Branagan Harbour • 

Canal store at. on Royal Canal, TF. P. O'Neill 

12269-62 

Reference, J. Tatlow 12254-6 

Connection between Grand Canal and Rail- 
way at TuUamore needed, D. Sherlock 217S0-7 
Cost of carriage on Royal Canal, I. Tatlow 12098 
Great Northern Railway rates, W. E. Rea ■ 15449 
from Longford, now sent by Railway insteadof 

by Royal Canal, T. F. Moonep - • 13926 

Traffic on Grand Canal, H. Egan 
Bride River, export traffic, on oats, H. 

Stuart 

Bridgewater, Duke of (1706), reference, 

Bimiie 


26340 

17136 

17131 


17122 


. C. V. 

, Sir A. 


13114-6 


26347 

26340 

26340 


21628 

BRIGHT GEORGE : - - - - . 16839-16847 

Scheme for second outlet from Lough Neagh 16840-7 
Brindley, reference, Sir A. Binnie ■ • - 21620 

Bristol, vessels despatched to, by South of Ire- 

I Wheel and Waggon Company, J. Stanley - 25858 

Broadstone ; t»i - u v 

Branch of Royal Canal ftom Phibsbo_ro, 


J. Ta&ow • 


12072, 12081-4 


Distances to Mullingar by Railway and Canal, 

TF. P. O'NeiU 12334 

Docks, lack of facilities complained of, M. 

Eavanagh - ■ - ' . * 17522-3 

Harbour, filling up of, and conditions, M. 

Earat^agh. W. P. O'Neill 17615. 21341-0, 2136.5 
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INDEX 3 


IjKJea to 
E'Adenee. 


Questions. 

Broadstone Branch of Boyal Canal : 

Attempted closing, IF. Field, W. P. O'Neill 13431, 
21347 

Nuisance of, and proceedings of Midland 
Great Western RailTray Company re 
closing, Son. S. A. Nygent - 14766-8, 14S38 

Objections to, J. P. Macguire ■ - - 13246 

Broe Canal. Boyne Navigation frequently 
impeded by flooding atweatend of, G. de B. Ball 16909 
Brosna Eiver, proposed junction of Grand and 
Royal Canals via, D. Sherloak - - 21747-51 

Brosney River, proceedings for improvement of 
districts drained by, 1715, and non-carrying out 

of, G. A. Stevertson Ill 

Brown & CrossthTvaite, reference, 0. Tough - - 32739 

Bruce, H. Hervey, Chairman of Coleraine 
Harbour Commissioners, reference, Major 

J. A. Torrens 15741 

BuSalo-Albany Canal, America, tolb on coal, 

J. P. Maeguire - 13260 

BURDEN, A. M., Civil Engineer to the Executive 
Committee of the IGlkenny Industrial De- 
velopment Association : - - 14653-14789 

(Appendix 10) . 

Inistiogne, fine waterway from the sea, control, 

traflic, etc. 14722-31 

KiLKsarsTY: 

Estimate of export of ale and porter 14694-5 
Old Canal to Inistiogne, locks, condition 14680-1 
Present method of distributing coal 14735-0 
Proposed Canal to Inistiogue; 

Benefits and traffic expected 14672-14700 
Extension to coalfields, question of 

14673-9, 14682-4 
Question of self-propelled boats 

14710-22, 14732-4 

Scheme, explanation of 
14653-71, 14685-90, 14696-708. 14710-22, 
14732-4 

Scheme for Canal between Kilkenny and In- 
istiogue. Royal Comrnission Report - - 14536 

Butter, traffic on River Suir, J. Phelan - - 26264 


Cahir: 

River Suir to, from Clonmel not utilised for 
Navigation, E. A. Hackett ■ . H227-8 

Scheme for connection of Shannon and Suir 
Navigations through, approved, J. B. 

13808-10 

Caledon, served by Ulster Canal, TT. R. Rea ■ 

Caledonian Railway Company, price paid for coal, 

R. Morrison 

Calvert, ilr., references, E. Greer 
Cambrian Railway Company, price paid for coal, 

R. Morrison 

Cameron, Si- Charles, Medical Executive Officer 
of Health for the City of Dublin, closing of 
Broadstone Branch of Royal Canal, approved 
by. Hen. R. A. Nugent 


15386 

21399 

21696 

21399 

14766 


Campshii'e : 

Deep water on Blaekwater at, X ^Stanley - 25867 

Quay at, estimated cost of maWng, suitable for 
a steamer to come alongside, 0. P. Carroll 26088 


Canals— coai- 

Benefit of improved water communication to 
Railways, F. L. Eeyn - . . isgsaji 

Board of Works, powers re, G. A. Stevenson 140-3*. 

{Appendix 2, iSfafemenf 1, paje 1) 

Boats : 

Larger, not advocated at present, F, X. 

Seyn 1S864-4 

Sizes, opinion re. Sir H. 0. Plunkett -I4142-5. 

Bbidqes : 

Alterations needed, H. Egan - . -I3I654 

Substitution of moveable, could only be 
carried out under State control, B. 

Egan 

Built by Irish money raised by taxation, 

A. W. Shaw U52S-» 

Cannot be made profitable from agricultural 
produce. Sir A. Binnie - 21610-5, 21641-2 

Carriage per ton por mile, R. B. Fair - 16614-8 

Cabsydio : 

Canab should be open to all carriem with 
small toU, J. McNaUy ■ . . 1567J. 

Classes of produce, Q. A. Stevenson - 2534 
Company v. bye-traders, 0. A. Stevenson 250-2 
by Company, not owner of Canal, ap- 
proved and advocated, C. H. Bingham, 

W. F. de V. Kane - - 13507-8, 15935 

by Controlling authority and private 
I : carriers approved of and advocated, 

' • H. Egan, B. B. Fair - - 13068, 15609' 

by Controlling authority objeoted to, 

J. B. Qunning-Moore- - - 16090-7 

' Local controlling authority as, objected 

to, J. B. Qunning-Moore - - 16076-6- 

Question of arrangements between 
carriers and Railway Companies, XT. 

Pleios 21298-9 

Question re profitability, 0. A. Stevenson 248-32 
Commercial prosperity of Ireland barred by 
present methods, W. Field - - . 13436 

no Commercial suocesa expected and mainten- 
ance for competition with Railways not 
advocated, XT. Plews, Sir A. Binnie 21179, 21234 
21496-6. 21500-1, 21622-S 


Companies, Agreements with Railway 
Companies : 

no Objection to publication of, in future, 

G. Tough 32680-3- 

Prejudicial to Canal improvements and 
arestriction of trade to a certain extent 
0. Tough - - - 32710-7, 32720-2 

Connecting Canals should have uniform, gauge, 

G. A. Stevenson 229-31 

Cormeotion between Ellis’s Cut and main road 
to Lurgon desired and scheme, F. W. 
Pollock, E. Shillington 16916-23, 16934, 16944-7, 
16952-62 

Construction of sheds and loading wharves 
for agricultural produce important, R. B. 

Fair 16592-3 

CONTINEHTAIi : 


Canada : 

Head line steamers to, P. L. Heyrt . 16804-6 

Lake system referred to,/. A. Hannoa- . 13373 


Canals : 

Advantage of roads over. Sir H. C. Plunkett - 1^ 
Agreements with Railways, like that of Grand 
Canal, objected to, Jlf. Goodbody - - I74 

Agricultural traffic, see under Agriculture. 
Agriculture and Technical Department En- 
dowment fund not applied to owing to 
limited resources, Sir H. G. Plunkett - . 139 

Amalgamation and Linkino to : 

Advocated, E. J. Long, R. Smyth, G. de 
B. BaU 15198-9, 16554-5, 16880-1, 17009- 
Doprecated, 0. H. Bingham - - -13511 

Early return on expenditure not expec- 
ted, R. B. Pair - - . - .!•!(? 


no Analc^y with Irish, J'. L. Uetpi - 15851 
Comparison with, If. Field, Earl of Erne 

13436, 16491-8 

State control advocated owing to suoeess 
of sj^tem, R. Smith - - - - 16665- 

Sysbem referred to - - - - 16398 

see also particular countries. 

CONTBOL : 

Alteration question, F, W, Pollock • 16941 

by Amalgamated Boards of different 
counties, opinion re, Gaplain Cu^e 14687-3- 
Board comprised of elected representa- 
tives from commercial centres with 
State control suggested, E. J. Long 15202-4 
Board constituted of members of certain 
local bodies suggested,. Tk'. Field 13440, 1344L 
^ 13450-2- 
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iCanals— 


QuesHona. 


Control— coni. 

Central : 

AdTOoated, J. McNally, D. Sherlock 

16677-8, 21744 

Disadvantages, and combination of 
local control ■with, advocated, J. 

Barton .... 17350-8 

Central, for Railways and, advan- 
tageous, D. Sherlock • • - 21752 

Centralauthority for Roads, Railways and, 

suggestions re, Sir H. 0. Plunkett • 14207-13 

Central pablio authority advocated, 
uowers, etc., Sir H. O, Plunkett 14081-4, 
14179-81 

Commeiuial, with control of central body 
and possibly Government nominees 
advocated, F. L. Heyn - 16831-3, 15838-0 
by County councils with superior central 
authority suggested, A. IF. Shaw 14433—4 
Government : 

Advocated, Report of Joint Com- 
mittee of Fermanagh County and 
Enniskillen Urban District Council 16398 
Advocated with County Council re- 
presentation only in case of 
contributions, H. Delaney - 13960-1 

Advocated, and suggestions re, main- 
tenance, etc., Earl of Erne 16439-60, 
16481-2, 16497-501 
for Certain Canals, advocated, and 
suggestions, M. Goodbody 17481-6, 
17493-503 

Question of, G. A. Stevenson - 161-76 
jee also State below. 

Local Government advocated, J. B. 

Ounning-Moore , - . - 16069 

.^^ational : 

Advocated, TF. Field, W. V. F. de 
Kane, J. Oorr 13433, 13435, 15930, 16141 
Central (national), management ■with 
local advisory boards approved, 

/. a. Grubb .... 13810 
with Local representation, preferred 

to local. Captain Cuffe - - 14686-91 

Preferred, S, C. Cope ■ 12998, 13004-6 
Nationalisation snegestion. M. Goodbody 

17466-8 


CftRRlB — eont. 

Control — coni. 


Questions. Index to 
Evidence. 


State — cont. 

.Suggestions, B. Egan, M. Kavanagh 

13105-9, 13144-59, 17S25-7 
see also Government above. 

State and local contribution advocated, 

and state liability, TF. M. Clow - I6S12-6 

State or Local, ■with. State grant ap- 
proved, J. Toner .... 16336 
Trustees, system approved, Prof. Towns- 
end 17180 

Co-operation with Railways advocated, IT. 

E.Best 16993-5 

Cost of carriage .... 16868-9, 17079 

Defective condition of. Report of Joint Com- 
mittseof Fermanagh and County Enniskillen 
Urban Dis'riot Councils ... - 16398 

Development incomplete. Sir B. G. Plunkett 14081 

Development, Question of success, Eurl of 

Erne 16494-5 

Development of system needed, Sir B. G. 

Plunkett 14090 

Distribution of profita, 0, A. Stevenson - 242-6 


DREDGlsa : 

Board of Work’s dredgers, J. Barton 

17339, 17391-3 

Inadequate, Sir H. O. PlunJcett ■ - 14081 

Snegestion re Government Dredgeis, J. 

Barton - - 17338-43, 17373-5. 17393-1 

Effect on Railway rates, <7. A. Stevenson, 

G. Tough, Sir B. G. Plunkett, CapL Cuffe, 

J. McNally, F. L. Eeyn, J. B. Gunning- 
Moore, J. Oorr, W. M. Clow, H. Pities 
•265-60, 281, 12703-6, 14070, 14135-9, 14372-5, 
15675-8, 15846-7, 16059, 10136-7, 16155-8, 16162, 
16748-55, 21289. 

English, see under England. 

English evidence not applicable, G. Tough 12416-9 
Enlargement of some, and completion of con- 
nections with lakes and rivers advocated, 

R. B. Fair , • 15584 

Espenditura of public money, and question 
of, G. A. Steveuson, B. Pletos 
129-34, 165, 234, 239, 21167-96. 21-229, 21276-86 
Expenditure on, sources, etc., G. A. Steven- ^ 


Expense in coses of crossing bogs, G. A. 


Ports should be under same authority, 

Q. de B. Ball ■ ■ - - 17037-8 

> Pablio Trust : 

on Lines of Mr. Barrmi’s Bill sug- 
gested, TF. Field- - - 13438-9 

■with Power to spend public money 

advocated, Sir C. N. Plunkett 14059-64 
Suggestions, Sir O. N. Plunkett 14092—4 
Reduction of number of managing and 
controlling bodies advocated, G. -4. 
Stevenson .... 173, 177 

Rural District Councils not advocated, J . 

Oolhoun .... 16608, 16634—6 
State: 

Advocated, J. J. Flanagan, S. Egan, 

J. E. Grubb, J. Calhoun, R. Smyth, 

J. Kavanagh 13103, 13903, 

16554-5, 16359-61, 16605-8, 16880-2 
17525-7 

Approved of, reaeons and methods, 

Mr. P. O.Brien - - 13193—4, 13204 

Approved by Grand Canal Traders 

page 20. 

Board of Control ■with representation 
from each province advocated, 
and su^estions re traders’ busi- 
ness, imperial expenditure, tolls, 
etc., 0. de B. BaU 17013-21, 17099-117 
Deprecated, TF. M. Clow - - 16774 

English Government- should pur- 
chase Canals and hand them over 
to Irish State, B. Egan ■ - 13132 

‘ Preferred to local, C. 3. Bingham 13518-9 

Railways would be injured by. Sir A, 

Binnie ' x. • * - • 21507-8 


Extensions not advocated, G, A. Stevenson 172 
Einancial position, G. A. Stevenson • ■ 273-5 

Flooding caused, by and relief from, considered 
more important than maintenance of Canals, 

Sir A. Binnie - - ■ 21616-23, 21676-82 

no Ely-boits, Sir H. C. Plunkett ■ - - 14055 

Frost trouble greater than flood trouble on 

rivers, J. E. Grubb - ■ • - • 13852-3 

no Future for, and question of oonstruotion 

of new. J. Tatlow, B. Plews 12237-8, 12244 
21268-76 

Future for, with proper development, <7. 3. 

BingJiam 13609-10 

Government should repair, hand over to 
local eovamment and contribute to mainten- 
ance, E. J. Long .... 15230-8 

Grants, precedents, J. Stanley - - 25880-1 

Greater outlet for water carriage on, in Ireland 
owing to high price of ooal for Railways, 

A. TF. Sliaw 

Haulage, more rapid, desired, TF. N. Sas«_ • 15987 

Heavy traffic should be taken by, and light 

traffic by Railways, E. B. Fair - - 16607-S 

History, G. A. Stevenson - - - - 110-66 

Home Office powers, G. A. Stevenson - • 142 

Ice stoppages rare, TF. P. O’Neill - - 12368 

Importance as check on Railways, ilf . Goodbody 

^ 17487-9 

Importance of connection "wi^th porte, T . 

Irwin, 17452-4 

Improved syatem would develop agnoulture 

and increase agricultural traffic, S. C.-Cope 12992-4 
Improved water communication would de- 
velop tillage, F. L. Reyn - • 15826-30 
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INDEX : 


Ind(M to Questions. 

Evidence. Canals — '’oh t. 

iBIPaOA'EMENTS : 

Agreements between Canal anti Railway 
Companies, prejudiced to, to a certain 
extent, G. TotujJi ■ • - 32710-7 

Benefit expected, Report of Joint Com- 
mittee of Fermanagh CoutUy and 
Enniskillen Urian District Councils, 

Earl of Erne - - 16398, 16496, 16506-7 

Expenditure : 

by Agriculture and Technical In- 
stmetion Department, question 
re possibility of, Sir H. C. Phinhett 
14190-6 

Justification question, H. Egan, Sir 
H. C. Plunkett 13170-2, 14146-9, 14170 
Heavy traffic could be taken cheaper 
than on Railways for long distances, 

F. L. Reyn .... 16824-5 

Local contribution question, see that 
title below. 

Procedure, G. A. Stevenson - ■ • 184 

Question re association of farmers for 
obtaining large quantities of coal, etc., 
in connection with, G. A. x?levenson - 261-3 
' Question re value of oarrj'ing out, W. M. 

Clow 16803-12 

Railways would benefit from, W.E. Best 15972-4 
Source of money for, opinion re, J. 

McSalhj 15664-S 

by State necessary, impossible by local 
taxation, J. E. Grubb - • - 13810 

Inland communication might be completed 
by coastline communication scheme, G. de 

B. Ball 17023-9 

Level Difficulties, G. .4. Stevenson ■ - 283-6 

Limited in function. Sir B. 0. Plunkett • 13904 

Linking up, see Amalgamation and linking up 
abot>€. 

Local contribution question, A. 31. Burden, 

G. .4, Stevenson, E. J. Long, E. B. 

Fair, F. L. Reyn, IF. F. de V. Kane, 

Earl of Erne. W. M. Clow, 14687-8, 14934, 15203-5, 
15604-6, 13821-2, 16925-7, 16442-0, 16768-9 
Looks : 

Improvement, opinion re, G. Tough 12578-81 

Uniformity advocated, A. W. Shaw • 14403 
Lower freight desired, IF. E. Best - 15988-9 

Low Railway rates not caused by, E. J. Long 15243-7 
Maintenance, general taxation over Ireland 
for, approved, H. Egan - - . 13151-2 

Maintenance of, for purpose of keeping down 
Railway rates desirable, J. Barton - 17363-4 

Maintenance of present, advocated, hut no 
scope for new, Dr. O’ Ryan ■ -13556, 13663 

Measurement of usefulness, G. A. .Stevenson ■ 258-9 
Mills more or less dependent on, A. IF. Shaw 14501-2 
Money should not bo taken from other means 
of transit for. Sir C. H. Plunkett ■ 14127-8 

V. Motors, F. L. Reyn .... 15862-7 

Natioxxl System : 

Desired, H. Egan .... 13074 
Effect, T. P. ilforrMscy - - . 13632 

N.»^^o.vrIOX Rates : 

Advocated, J. B. G^tnning-Moore ■ IG065-7 

Question of. Professor Totonsend - 17218-20 

Railway Companies should be exempt, 

J. B. Gunning-Moore - - - 16068 

Should be submitted to, J. B. Gxinning- 

Moore 16060-2 

Owcership, O. A. Stevenson ■ • . . 24fS 

Piecemeal manner of handling schemes com- 
plained of, G. de B. Ball - - . . I0[}gq 

Policy re, should depend on Railway policy 
and Road facilities, Sir H. C. Plunkett 

14027, 14020, 14CI92 

Preferred for heavy goods, C. R. Bingham, 

J. Corr ■ 13460, 13473, 13478-9, 16139-40 

Present condition not entirely satisfactory 
and question of improvement, G. A. 
Stevenson lCfl-9-'? 


Canals— 


Quutimu. 


Private enterprise, failure of, and reasons 
Report of Joint Oommiltee of Fmnanagh 
Couxiiy awl Enniskillen Urban District 
Councils, Earl of Erne, R. Smyti, R. Pleus 

16398, 16498, 16560, 21186, 21190 
Prosperity dependent on connecting port wth 
large city, coalfield or manufactuiing dis. 
trict, Sir A. Binnie .... 21503-4 

Public company for carrying purposes only 
suggested, T. P. Alorriasey - . . 

Question re considering proceedings of other 
countries, Sir H. C. Plunl.ett - - . jgjgg 

Qnt^tion re value of, for taking heavy and 
unreinimevative traffic from Railways, 


.S'tr A. Binnie 21563-4 

Railway CoMpETmoN with : 

Impolitic, A. \V. Shaw - • . 14374..5 


Reason for condition of Canals and 
co-operation advocated, IF. E. Best 15985-71 
Railway influence objected to, A. IF. Shaw, 

E. J. Long - ■ 14343-6, 14361-6, 15195-6 

Railway owned. Royal Canal the only one, 

Sir G. H. Plunkett • . 14072 

Railways considered more useful, J. TaQow ■ 12239 
V. Railways: 


Coal traffic, IF. J. Havghlon - - . 32595 

and Questions of developing, fF. M. 

Clow 16770-4 

Railways sufficient for present or future 

traffic, H. Pleirs 31235 

Rates : 


Belgium, F. L. Hexjn .... 15353 
Comparison with Railway, P. L. Reyn -15870-2 
Complaiued of, and reduction ^vould in- 
crease traffic, .4. IF. Sltaiu - 14341, 14347 

Complaints can be made to Agricultural 
and Technical Department, Sir H. G. 

Phinkett 13982-4 

Examples of, and comparison with Rail- 
ways, M. P. O'Brien, J. McNally, IF. 

F. de F. Kane, J. Qolhotm, H. M. Clow, 

J. Smith, T. W. Pollock, L. Donegan, 

R. Morrison 13194-6, {Appendix 3, 
Statement 1), 15669-74, 15927-9, 16602- 
3, 16620-3, 16743-4, 16871-7, 16889- 
91, 16923-31, 16934, 17157-67, 21377. 

Hides, compared with Railway, E. J. 

Long 16165-70 

{Appendix 1. Statement 1.) 
Leather, and comparison with Railway, 

E. J. Long .... 15171-3 

{Appendix Statement 1.) 
Lower, necessary, E. J. Lottg • - ■ 15107 

Necessary reduction on Railway rates to 
induce preference being given to, H. 

Egan 13141-3 

Reduction would l>ene.iit Leitrim coal- 
fields, E. J. Long - - - 15285-84 

Reduction desired, H. Egan ■ - 13184-6 

Regulated by Railway and Canal traffic 
Act, 18SS, and practically uniform, 

G. A. Stevenson - - 143—4. 247 

Through : 

with Canals : 

Important, and power for ob- 
taining not knou-n,/. McNally 


No efforts made to obtain, A. 

II' Shaw - - - 14349-61 

with Railways : 

Desired, but impossibility of 
getting, E. J. Long ■ ■ 1517® 

None, at present, .4. W. Shaw • 14348 
over Waterford and Limerick 
Railway, A. IF. Shaw • 14521-T 

Raw materials airJ heavy goods should be left 
to, .4. IF. Shaw ■ . . 14375-91, 14491-6 

Rearrangement to enable different naviga- 
tions to be worked as one, advocated, 

G. A. Stevenson - - - 172-3, 177 

Reasons for comparative failure of, G. .4- _ 

Stevenson * - 158-60 

Receipte decreasing, Hon. A. Nugent - - 

Reconstruction necessary, G. A. Stevenson - 227-8 
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Quesiiom. 

Canals^**”*''- 

Regularity of service important. Sir H. 0. 

Plunkett .--■■■ 14053-O 

Repairs and freeing from toll advocated, 

A. W. Shaio 14395-6 

Restoration and handing over to Irish repre- 
sentative body advocated, Dr. O'Ryan 

13563^, 13573 

Returns, see under Board of Trade. 

Should act sa feeders to Railwys, A. W. 

Shaw 14392 

State grants, G. A. Stevenson - - - 243-5 

State initiation, G. A. Stevenson - • - 110 

Statement re present position of, handed in, 

0. A. Stevenson 156-7 

System of grants to private undertakers, 

O. A. Stevenson - • - 121, 128 

Tons : 

Approved, Dari of Erne - ■ 16603-4 

Excessive reduction would encourage 

agriculture, E. J. Long • - 15270-1 

Freedom from : 

Advocated, D. Shedock - - 21746-0 

Advocated and repair and main- 

tenance question, A. W. Shaw, 

E. J. Long 

14395, 14479-90, 14496-8, 15197, 

15200-1, 15239-41 
Objected to, M. Qoodbody ■ - 17469 

Question of, 5i> if. C. Plunkett, *4. IF. 

Shaw ... - 14095-8, 14603-7 

Present system objected to, M. Ooodbody 

17498-9 

Reduction or abolition advantageous, 

B. Egan 13125-6 

Tonnage, and class of traffic. Sir S. 0. 

PlunJcett - - 14030-41, 14118-20, 14160-2 

Towing paths, maintenance might bo left to 
local authorities in case of Public Canal 
Trust, Sir H. C. Plunkett . - • - 14094 

Tbatfic : 

Agricultural, see under Agriculture. 

Fostering of tillage would increase, E. B. 

Fair ... - 15589-97, 15611 

Increaso expected under Government 

control, Earl of Erne - - • 16447 

TCilling of. IF. Fidd - - - 13436-7 

ama.11 Prospcct of, H. Plcws - ■ 21242-3 

Question of development, F. L. Heyn 

16837^5, 15873-7. 15899-908 
Transit conditions, revolutionisation neces- 
sary, IF. Field 13429 

Traversing of rontes by Railways, Sir E. 0. 

PluntceU 14018-26 

no Tunnels, TF. P. O'NeiU - - - - 12303 

Vacillating policy, Sir H. C. Plunkett - 14182-3 

Valueless for perishable goods, Sir A. Binnie 21509 
Want of accommodation, etc., traffic killed 
by, TF. Fidd - - - - 

Water supply, G. .4. Stevenson - 
Weeds, TT^. P. O’Neill • 
see also particular names. 


- 286-7 
12366-7 


Cappoquin : 

Barges sent to lighten vessels until deep water 
is reached, J. Stanley . - - - 

CiNAi TO Lismobe: 


Number, J. 

Ownerahip, J. Stanley - 
Usual load, J. Stanley • 
Date of construction, question 
Stanley 


J. 

- 26969 


not Identical with River Blackwater, J. 

Stanley 

no Navigation above Lismore, J. Stanley 25900 
One look, J. Stanley - - - * 25892 

Ownership, J. Stanley - - • - 

Parallel to River Blackwater, J. Stanley 26902 
Traffic s 

Nature, J. Stanley - ■ - 2689^ 

Small, J. Stanley - - - ■ 25895 


Questions. 

Cappoquin— eoraf. ^ 

Canal from Youghal, see Blackwater River. 

Cargoes of 200 tomi formerly discharged at, J. 

Stanley 25W7-S0 

Closing of factory, question respecting, J. 

Stanley 25964 

Coal Trade: 

Annual tonnage, question re,.J. Stanley 25984-5 
no Competition from Kilkenny coal, J. 

Stanley ----- 25987-90 

Distribution, J. Stanley - - - 25986 

Former, J. Stanlejj 25921, 25927, 25929-30, 25983 
Revival possible, J. Stanley ■ -26928, 26985 

Coal traffic from Cardiff to within a few miles 

of, J. Stanley 26052-5 

Coal has to be transhipped and taken up in 

barges, C. P. Carroll 26177 

County Council new pier and landing stage 

on Blackwater, J. Stanley 25943-4, 25948-62 
Deep water four miles below, J. Stanley 25867 

Deepening ops 

River Blackwater at, advocated, J. 

Stanley 2COOT 

from Villierstown to, estimated cost iu 

1879, C. P. Ccu-rdl . - - - 26088 

Difficulty in getting captains to charter for, 

and reasons, J. Stanley - - 25856-60, 25871 

Difficulty of getting away from, owing to 

tides, J. Stanley ■ 25864 

Distance from Dui^arvan and Youghal, J. 

Stanley. E. C. V. Stuart - ■ -26012, 26952 

District not served by port of Dungorvan, 

B. C. V. Stuart - - _ - 

Dredging river would increase height of water 
at spring tides, C. P. CarrcU . . - 

Estimation of cost of a vessel going direct to, 
from the South Wales coalfields compared 
with transhipment, C. P. Carroll 
Facilities for bringing vessels to, and dis- 
charging might get some of the trade into 
Fennoy, J. Stanley - • - - - 

Fisheries above, atop project of carrying out 
improvements to Blackwater up to Fermoy, 

J. Stanley 

Frembt per ton from Cardiff, Newport or 

Dur^arvan, J. Stanley 26019-21, 26023, 26045-6 
Freishts to, would be cheaper than into Dun- 

gai'van, J. Stanley . - - - 26018-9 

Impossibility of getting a cargo to, by water, 

J. Stanley 25872-4 

Impossibility of carrying out improvements 

to Blackwater above, J. Stanley - -25882-5 

Improvement to Eiver Blackwater beyond, 
not proposed, J. Stanley • ‘ ' 

Lismore in same position as, respecting diffi- 
culty in getting captains to charter for, J. 

Stanley 

Majority of vessels have been sailing vessels, J. 

Stanley 

the Natural point of distribution for a large 
district, <7. Stanley . - - - • 

New pier and landing stage, J. Stanley 

26943-4, 25948-52 

Object in improving River Blackwater to take 
1 sailing vessels from Cardiff to, J. Stanley 26048-51 
Population, J. Stanley • - - 26941-2 

Prospect of traffic to, after improvements, 

C. P. Carrdl 26101 

Quay at, estimated cost of making suitable, for 

a steamer to come alongside, C. P. Carroll 26088 
Rail carriage to Fermoy would be much 
shorter than, from Cork to Fermoy. J. 

Stanley 

R.tTT.w AY Bridges : 

Boats cannot go above, J. Stanley - 
Deepening river above, not advocated but 

south of desirable, J. Stanley - 25946-7 

a Fixed low bridge that cannot be opened, 

J. Stanley - - - - 26965-6 

Railway rates for coal to Dungarvan, J. 

Stanley 

Range of tide, C. F. Carrdl - - - 26142-3 

2 L 


26955 


- 20144 


26178 


- 25922 


- 25883 


- 25993 


25875 

26000 


- 25921 


25922 


25945 
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Cappoquin— cont. 

Redaction of rail-way rates from Dongai-vaii 
■would not meet difficulty, E. C. V- Stuart - 26990 
Rise of tide at spring and neap tides, J. 

Stardeij 26004-6 

Shipping direct from any port in England to, 
desired, J. Stardei/ . . . . 26971-2 

Steam navigation necossar-j' for veaseU reach- 
ing, J. Stanley 26003 


Steamers : 


Discharged at, /. Stanley - - - 26000 

Plying to, formerly, J. Stanley ■ 26037-43 

Survey made in 1905, of River Blaokwater 
between Villierstown and, C. P. Oarroll 

26080-4, 26092 

Time usually taken on journey to, J. Stanley 25863 
Toll on vessels passing to, from Youghal Har- 
bour, question i-espeoting, H. C. V. Stuart 26970-2 
Tonnage that could he taken to, after im- 
provements to Blackwater, J. Stanley - 25973 
no Town commissioners, J. Stanley - - 26061 

Traffic in pit wood to Dungarvan, J. Stanley 25931 

Cardiff: 

Coal traffic to near Cappoquin, J. Stanley 26062-5 
Freight on peat moss to, from Tullamore, D. 


Sherlock 21734 

Ik-eight to Dungarvan, J. Stanley - 26022-3 


Freight per ton to Cappoquin, J. Stanley 

26019-21, 26023 

Object in improving River Blackwater is to 
take sailing ships from, to Cappoquin, J. 

Stanley - _ 26048-51 

Vessel loaded with pitwood at Cappoquin and 
sent direct to, J. Stanley .... 25981 
Vessels despatdied to, by South of Ireland 15- 
Wheel and Waggon Company, J. Stanley 26853 
Carlingford Loug-h ; 

Cutting of entrance bar, reason, proceedings 
and result, J. Barton . . 17307-12, 17325 

Depth and width of channels, J. Barton . 17312 
Description, E. Qi-eer .... 21660-2 

Excavation, proceedings, result, etc., J. 

Barton 17313-31 

Haibour improvements, money for, and re- 
sult of, etc., E. Greer - . 21654-60, 21719 

Jurisdiction over, T. Irwin - ■ . 1741 1 

Length, J. Barton 17301 

Opinion re cutting from Lough Neagh, J. 

Barton .... 17320-2, 17376-82 

Scheme for second outlet from Lough Neagh 
giving through traffic between Coleraine 
Harbour and, G. Bright - . . 16840-7 

Ship laid up in, owing to difficulty of ontering 
Boyne, J. A. F. AspinaU - -20410, 20464 

Water communication with Lough Neagh 
given by Ne-wry Canal, J. Barton - - 17302 

Carlisle, Railway and Canal rates to Edendeny, 

M. P. O’Brien 13198 

(Appendix 3, Statement 1.) 

Carlow : 

Carting to, from Mageney and Castledermot, 
E.Hayden 13275, 13280-1, 13293-4, 13312, 13323 
Ca-stlecomer coal put on Railway at, A. M. 

Burden 14737 

Co.AL TR-AFEIC to : 


by Barrow Naviga-don, difficulties made 
by Grand Canal Company, result and 
particulars re rates, W. J. Haughton 


by itailway, mconvenience of, W. J. 

Eauyhion - 32593 6 

Distance from Dublin, O. Tough - - . 32743 

Grand Canal rates from, heavier since agree- 
ment with Great Southern tmd Western 
^Qway, and example handed in, Capt. 

3I£Ils at, reference, G. Tough . . 

Railway rates from Dublin to Baltinglass 
higher than to, S. 0. Cope - . -52935 g 

RaQway rates generally lower than C^al 
for coal, P. Kennedy . . . I4fl50_62 


Carlow— 

Rato to Dublin on grain by Canal, 0. Tough 327634^ 
Served by River Barrow, G. Tough . 12755 0 

Tolls from James Street Harbour, Dublin 
S. C. Cope • - • . . 12964-9 

Traffic to, on Grand Canal referred to, C'. B. 


Use of, instead of Mageney, o-iving to lack of 
storage at latter plaoo.jS. C.Copc 12969, 12999-13qqq 
C arnadock Bridge, hnprovement would be bene- 
ficial, J. P. Maegu-ire 53.5JJ 

Cai'nroo, floods at, reason for, and suggested im- 
provement, Major J. .-i. 'I'orrene • - 1578441 

Oarnroe Weir, Lower Bann: 

Lowering suggested by certain people, Sir A. 

Binnie 21618 

Removal rccommondod, (Sir A. Binnie’s 
Report) and objected to, and sluice gate 
suggested instead, J\{ajor J. A. Torrens, 

Sir A. Binnie 15736, 15744-7, 15750,21592 

Carriok-on-Shanaon. ; 

Competition between Grand Canal and Mid- 
land Great Western Railway Companies, 

at, G. Tough 124D7-3U1 

Distance from Dublin, O. Tough - - . 32706 

Grend Cana! traffic to, G. Tough - - 12765-9 

Rate to, if Shannon locks were altered, E. 

Befroy 55308 

Toll from Limerick, 77. Lejrny . . . 15334 

Traffic to, on Sliannon Navigation, G. .4. 
Stevenson 254 


Abandonment of navigation between Clonmel 
and, probable, J. Phelan - - - 26309-10 

Actual cost of carriage to Clonmel-on-Suir 
Navigation, T. P. Morrissey - - . 13055 

Barges owned at, statistics re, J. E. Gntbl - 13808 
Cargoes liglitenod at, J. Phelan - - 26315-8 

Difficulties in na-vigation above, J. Phdan 262534 
Distributing centre and value of Suii- 
Navigation to, J. E. Qnibh - - 13797-800 

Draught and tonnage of vessels to, J. E. Qnibh 

13729, 1373346 

iiilk traffic on Suit Navigation, T. P. Morris- iJ? 

sey 13641-3 

Navigation above, aec wnaer Sulr Navigation. 
Navigation to Waterford, see Suit Na-vigation, 

Tidal portion. 

Old Bridgo, fSuir River to Granny Ferry under 
jurisdiction of Suit River Navigation Com- 
pany, J. E. Grubb - - 13707, 13717, 13824 

Only carriers above, J. Phelan - • 26249-60 

Proportion and classes of traffic carried to, 
and from, by water, J. E. Grubb - 13792-6 

Quay, maintenance of, J. E. Gnibb - - 13717 

Rateable valuation and population, J. E. 

Grubb 13810 

River to Clonmel, see S-uir Navigation. 

River not na-vigable to, without tide, J. E. 

Grubb 13729 

Sanding of Grand Canal boats to, T-F. F. de V. 

Kane ....... 16924 

Silt in Suir Navigation near, J. E. Grubb ■ 13818 
Slate quarries near, would benefit by effective 
communication between liilkenny and the 

300, Captain Guffe 14570 

Suir River Navigation tidnl to small distance 
above, Dr. O’ Ryan, T. P. Morrissey 13507, 13578- 
9, 136C6 

Time taken on journey to Clonmel by Suir 
Navigation, T. P. Morrissey - - - 13599 

no Toll charged between Clonmel, J. Phelan 26201 
Tolls on Suir between Waterford and, J. E. 

Grubb 13854-7 

Tonnage on boate from Waterford and to 
Clonmel, E. A. Easldt .... 14238 
Traffic on Suir Navigation, statistics, and 
information required, J. E. Grubb 13808, 

13811-21, 13828-32 

Transhipment at, T. P. Morrisseu, J. B. CMb 

13594, 13762-3 

Urban Council, evidence on behalf of, see 
Grubb. J. Emis - - - 13699-13903 
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QuestioTis. 

rwiriok-on-Suir Ship Canal, authorised 1836 and 
^ dT^ription./.B - - - - 13725-8 

CIJIROLL, CORNELIUS P., Harbour Master 
•under the Commissiouors of the Yougha! 

Harbour 26976-2-23 

Acquaintance with River Black-water • 26077-8 

Blackwateb River : 

All vessels passing up, pass jorisdiotion 

of Youghal Harbour - - - - 26139 

Amount of grant of Irish Parliament - 26163 
Bed of, private property of Duke of 

Devonshire 26205 

Considerable silting since 1879 - 26090-1 

Deepening : 

Cheapest plan .... 262CiO 
Estimate of cost ... - 26199 

Funds lacking .... 26201 
Self-deepening, question 26198, 2620-2-4 

Dredging : 

would Inorease height of water at 

Cappoquin on spring tides . • 26144 

Interest of Youghal Harbour Board, 
question re ... 26129-30 

no Estimate made as to cost of removal of 

obstructions 260S5 

Gravel shoals and, question re market 

for 26208-12 

mprovements : 

Attitude of Youghal Harbour Board, 

question re ... 26168-/1 

Cheapest plan .... 26165 

Consent of Duke of Devonshire neces- 
sary 26-297 

Cost, question re ■ 26094-7, 261S-2-4 

Difficulties would be great - - 26164 

Estimated cost in 1879 26179-80, 26088-9 
Grant from Irish Parliament in 1761 26181 
Initiative by Youghal Harbour 
Board, question re - - 26153-5 

Levying a toll, question • - 26168-92 

Man of survey handed in - • • 26084 

Motion of bed .... 26220-3 

Mudinbed 26216-9 

Navigation from Youghal to Cappoquin, 

disturbed by shoals - - • - 26175 

Obstructions should be removed - - 26086 

Pilots - - .... 26134 

Report of Mr. Otway quoted - 26087-8 

Sa^dinbed 26-n6 

Small amount of gravel • • 26213-6 

Soundings taken 

Survey made in 1908 of portion between 

Villierstown and Cappoquin 26080-4, 26092 
Toll charged on vessels passing through 
Youghal Harbour ... - 26160-1 

Towns on, have no voice on Youghal 
Harbour Board ... - 26172 

Traffic: 

Distribution 26101 

Increase desired ... 26168-71 

Tonnage - - - 26100, 26102-8 

Prospects 26101 

Vessels have to pass through Youghal 26145 
Cappoquin : 

Coal has to be transferred and taken up 
in barges 

Dredging river would increase height of 
water at, on spring tides - _ • - 26144 

Estimation of cost of a vessel going direct 
to, from the South Wales coalfield 

compared -with transhipment • - 261/8 

Range of tide - - - ■ 26142-3 

Vessels passing through Youghal to, pay 
due, . . . - - 26146-72 

Vessels cannot get to - - - • 26176 

Dpsgaevait : 

Comparison -with Youghal - - • 

an Open tidal harbour - - ■ ' 

' Quays 26140 

Evidence referred to 26974 

no Experience of the beginning of the „ 

tion of a river for the purpoaes of deepening 26193-7 

33G-n. 


CARROLL, CORNELIUS P.— conf. 

Rivera, instance of bed of, being private 

property, question respecting ... 26026 
Survey made of River Biaekwater, J. StarHey 25912 
Yoxtokal : 

Biggest vessel entering .... 26132 

Cargo dues 26174 

Clyde Steamship Company do not trade 


. 26120 

Coal chief Import - - 26111, 26119 

Comparison of Dungarvan - - - 26136 

Earthenware export goes principally by 
rail 26131 

a Fishing port 26134 

Geographical position • - • 26109-10 

Harbour an open tidal one • - - 26137 

Harbour Board: 

Profit to, if merchandise were dis- 
charged in their port • - - 26173 

Question re interrat in dredging 
River Biaekwater - - 26129—30 

Revenue from chaiges on coal ton- 
nage, question re raising • 26185-7 

Harbour Commissioners do not dredge 26125-8 
Imports, nature ... - 26117-8 

Lighthouses under Board of Irish Lights 26150 
Quays • - - - - 26138, 26156 

Railway 1^ miles from the quay - 26167-S 

Range of tide .... 26141, 26143 
Ships can lay alongside quays - - 26139 

Size of vessels able to enter - • - 26133 

Timber exports .... 26121-2 

Traffic tonnage 26111 

Eefereuoea .... 25896-7, 26034 

Carrying rates, excessive, M. P. O'Brien • 13194-6 

Castlecomer Coalfields : 

Advantage of Canal to, P. Kennedy • 14606-S 

Expected traffic on proposed Canal from 

Kilkenny to Inistiogue, P. Kennedy - 14598-628 

Former schemes for Canal connection referred 
to, and question of value, A. M. Burden 

1467S, 14692-3 

Industry would benefit by efiective communi- 
cation betrveen Kilkenny and the sea, 

Captain Oiiffe 14562-5 

Output, P. Kennedy ■ - 14602-5, 14639-4G 

Particulars re, and possibilities of, P. Kennedy, 

CaptainCu^e 14121-30 

Pi-esent method of distributing coal, A. M. 

Burden, 14735-9 

Price and cost of carriage to Kilkenny, P. 

Kennedy 14610-3 

Castledermot : 

Carting to Atby and Carlow, and very slight 

use of Canal, E. Hayden - • - 13293-4 

Population, S. C. Cope .... 13001 
Question of motor connection with River 

Ban'ow, S. G. Cope - - - 12961-3, 13006-7 

Coatletown, Lord, Commission of, reference. Sir 
A. Binnie 21517 

C'Mtor Bay, connection between main road at, aud 
Ellis’s Out advocated, and Canal preferred and 
scheme, H. Shillington - - - • 16952-G2 

Cattle : 

Decreasing export, J. A. F. Aspinall - 20443-/ 

Erports from Drogheda, 1900-5, J, A. F. 

Aapiwdl .-----• 20445 
Roscommon export, method, and Canals 

would not benefit, J. P. Maeguire • 13248-57 

Traffic on Grand Canal given up, owing to 
not being suitable, 0. Tov^h 12667-72, 12813-44 
Traffic on Lough Corrib Navigation would 
increase with more suitable boats, J. Perry 17260-1 

Cavan, Drogheda formerly natural outlet for 

traffic to and form large area of, O. de B. BaU 16971 
2 I. 2 
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Index io 
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Questions. 

Cavan and Leitrim Railway : 

Account of, G. A. Stevejison, H. Pleios 

14929-33. 21137-40, 21197-9, 21230-2 
Alterations needed for resuscitation of 
Ballinamore and Ballyconneil Canal, H. 

Plewa 21131-4 

District between Belfast and Limerick partly 
served by, Sir E. C. Plimhett - - - 14077 

Proposed extensions not allowed, H. Lefroy -15340-4 
Questions re, in connection with resuscitation 
of Ballinamore and Ballycoruiell Canal, 

J. Bolton, H. Plezvs ■ ■ ■ 17372, 21137-42 

Shannon Development Company’s under- 
standing ■with Treasury re oonatruction of 
Railway to Rooskey, Mr. P. O'Brien • 13199-204 
Cavendish, Lord Frederick, and scheme re Newry 

Harbour, E. Greer ...... 21704 

Cement : 

Canal tolls from Dublin to New Ross and 

Carlow, S. €. Cope ■ - 12964-9, 13002-3 

Imported at Youghal, C. P. Carrdl - 26117-8 

Railway and Canal rates, J. 3IcNaUy • • 15671 

Giard and Banagher Railway, contribution from 

Barony of Garrycastle, H. Egan - - - 13060 

Charlemont, served by Ulster Canal, W'. B. Bea - 16SS6 


Cheap Transit ; 

Importance of, J/. Goodfiody • - 17487-8 

Needed, J. McNally . ... . 15G29 

“ Chop ” traffic on Grand Canal, ff. Syan - - 13119 

Churohtown, leef of rocks in Suir at, J. E. Grubb - 13867 
Clare Barony, maintenance expenses of Lough 
Corrib Na-vigation should be partly charged to, 
according to award, J. Perry - • - 17243-6 

Clay : 

Canal traffic statistics, J. Corr - • ■ 16172 

Industry' near Coalialand, J. Corr 16180-5, 16204-7 
Clodiagh River, navigable tributary of River 
Suit, J. E. Qrvbh .... 13748, 13751 

Clogheen, Cappocj^uin point of distribution to, J. 

Stanley 25921 

Clogher Valley Railway, E. Greer . . . 21707 

Cloghjoidan, Railway rates for barley to Dublin, H. 

Delaney 13955-7 


Clones : 

Decline of traffic on Ulster Canal owing to 
slowness, J. Smith .... 16885-7 

Distances to Belfast, TF. if. Bea, J. Smith 

16485, 16898 

District Council, Chairman, see Smith, John 

16848-16899 

Fnmiture manufactory and lime kilns ati and 
non-use of Canal, W. F. de F. Kane - 15931-2 

all Inland traffic from, passed through the 
port of Newry when Ulster Canal was 
made. E. Oi-eer- - - . . 21661 

Line of Ulster Canal to, followed by Railway, 
iSiV H. C. Plunkett • , 14023 

Population, J. Smith, S. Plews - I6S86, 21125 

no Prospect of traffic from, on Ulster canal, E. 

21120-4 

Question re traffic on Ulster Canal above, 


Tf. R. Bea 


16616-20 


Railway and Canalrates, W. E. Bea, J. Smith 

15448-9, 15486-7, 16871-7, 18889-91 
Railways to Belfast and Dundalk, dates of 

opening, E. Pleias 21083 

Served by Ulster Canal, IF. R. Bea - . 15386 

Tonnage of boats to, E. Plews - . 21252-4 

Traffic to, on Ulster Canal and improvement 
advocated, Earl of Erne, H. Plews 

. 16404, 16426-8, 16468-9, 21112 

Ulster Canal navigable to, and not above, Sir 
S. 0. Plunkett, 6. A. Stevenson, W. F de 

\ 14824. 15916-8 

Ulster Canal should be improved above, 

Report of Joint Committee of Fermanagh 
County and Enniskillen Urban District 

16398 


Clones— 

Ulster Canal above Clones to Lough Erne 
see under Ulster Canal. ’ 

Urban Council, 


Queslioju. 


Member, see Smith, John 


16848-99 


Clonoe, parish of, Upper Bann navigation rate 
J. B. Gunning. Moore - - . . ’ 

Clonmel : 

Abandonment of na-vigation between Garrick- 
on-Suir and. probable, J. Pltelan - 26309-10 


26305 


- 26247 


13727 


26301 


13717 


Actual cost of carriage from Carrick-on-Suir 
on Suu’ Na-vigation, T. P. J/orm«ey . . jgg.j 

Agricultural traffic on Suir Navigation, T. P 

Jfon-mo, ■ 

Assistance towai-ds improvement of River 
Suir, question re, J. Phelan 
Barges owned at, statistics re, J. E. Grubb 
Boats plying between Waterford and, J. 

Phelan 

Carrick-on-Suic Ship Canal used by all boats 
to Waterford, J. E. Gruih • - . . 

Closing of waterway to, probable effect on 
railway rates, J. Phelan - 
Corporation : 

Maintenance of portion of Suir towpath 
path and quay at Clonmel by, J B 
Omhb ! 

Representative, see Morrissey, Aldarman 
Thomas Pati-ick - - . 13574-13693 

Cost of traction to, and reduction would result 
from more uniform depth of water, J. B. 

Grubb 13762, 13877 

Highest navigable point of Suir navigation. 

Dr. O’Ryan 13567 

Improvement of Suir navigation of importance 
to, J. E. Grubb .... 13801-3 

Larger traffic received by Sum Navigation 
than rent, and reason, T. P. Morrissey 13604-6 
Navigation to Carrick-on-Suir and Waterford, 
see Suir River Navigation. 

Payments re Suir Navigation, T. P. Morrissey 

13627-8, 13638 

Probable increase of traffic on Suir Naviga- 
tion after improvement and benefit to 
trade, T. P. Morrissey - - . 13689-79 

Quays : 

Accumulation of timber at, owing to shortage 
of water in Suir, Dr. O’Ryan • - 13563 

Maintenance, J. E. Grubb - - ■ 13717 

Question re contribution to couneotion of 
Suir with Shannon, T. P. iLTom'se^ - - 13627 

Railway rate on flour from Waterford, Cant. 

Cuffe ' 

Railway rates low, J. Phelan 
Railway rate to Waterford, J. Phdan - • 26301 

Rate on timber from, to Waterford-on-Suir, 

J. B. Grubb 13884-6 

Scheme for connection of Shannon and Suir 
Navigations through, approved, J. B. Grubb 

13808-10 

Suir River to Cahir not utilised for navigation, 

E. A. Hackeit 14227-8 

Suir River not of full benefit to, owing to low- 
ness of water in dry weather and rapids 
and fleoda, T. P. 3Iorrissey - • 13618-21 

Suir Steam Na-vigation Company carriers to, 

J. E. Grubb 13718 

Time taken on journey to Carriok-on-Suirby 
Suir na-vigation, T. P. Morrissey • - 13599 

no Toll charged between Carrick-on-Suir, J. 


14573-4 


no Toll on Suir Navigation to Graiguena- 
managh, B. A. Hackett - - • 14236-7 

Tonnage of boats to, E. A. Hackett ■ ■ 1^® 

Trappio on Suir : 

would Increase -with more certaiu 
delivery, T. P. Morrissey - - - 13635 

Statistics and information required, J. E. 

Grubb - 13808, 13811-21, 13828-32 

to Waterford, question re effect of im- 
provement of Suir Navigation between 
Qonmel and Carrick-on-Suir on, J-.E- _ 
Grubb 
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QuestioTis. 

Two eonipajiies trading with, on Suir Naviga- 
tion, and question re advantage of different 
system, T. P- Morrissey - - - 13607-17 

Value of Suir Navigation to, and comparison 

with Railway, r. P. iVorrisaei/ - - • 13603 

aoEsilla, Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Taaow 12254-5 


rT.nW. WILLIAM M., representative of Porta- 

down Urban Council: - - 16718-16830 


Bakn, UrrEB, Navigatiok ; 
Control 

no Locks . . . 


16724-7 
- 16728 


Question re value of improving - 16803-12 
Railways, and question of improving 

and developing ... - 16768-74 

State and local contributions advocated 

and State liability • - • 16812-6 

Evidence referred to, fi. Pfewe ... 211S4 


Lagazt Canal : 

Boats, dimensions, tonnage and draught 

16720, 16779-86 
Improvements needed - - - - 16720 


Neagh, Lough s 

Navigation risk small - - - 16758-9 

Question re size of boat - - - 16789-92 

Newry Canal, improvements needed - - 16720 


POKTADOWN : 

Canal to Lagan Navigation not advocated 

16760-1 


Coal — cont. 

C-UlTAL TEAEEIO — CDJlf. 
Grand Canal : 


QuestioitiS, 


Account of, G. Toxtgli, P. S. Bingham, 

12469-78, 12696-701, 13534-40 
Carriage by Company but traffic not 

oared for, G. Tough ■ ■ 32738-41 

no Complaints as to facilities, etc., 
escept on Barrow portion, C. B. 

Bingham ■ - - 13459-69, 13482 

Diversion of, to Railway complained 

of. W. Wallace ... - 17505 

Diversion to Railway not caused by 

tolls, 0. Tough - - - . 32792 

Given up by Company and agree- 
ment with Great Southern 
Western Railway Company, G. 

Tough 12447-67, 12473-87, 12696- 
712, 12730-2, 12738-55, 12833-6 
ilr. Houghton’s evidence re Com- 
pany’s proceedings refuted, Q. 

Tough .... 32793-7 

Interference with carriage of malt, 

G. Tough .... 32778-80 

Loading and unloading, method and 
advantage over Railway, C. H. 
Bingham - • - 13471—3, 13478-9 

Loss of, owing to increased tolls, 

J. J. Flanagan - - - - 13031 

Proceedings re, G. Tough 32800-3, 32799 
Reduced tolls would increase, J. 


Index to 
Eoidsnes- 


Canal traffic, development question 16762-7 

Effect of Canal on Railway rates - 16748-55 
Industries, traffic and water communica- 
tion .... 16720-16729-30 

Population 16720 

Railway and Canal rates from Belfast 16743-4 
Royal Canal, improvement not considered 

important ... - 16804-5 

State control generally not approved • - 16774 

Ulstee Canal : 

Boats, increased tonnage advocated 

16734-40, 16789-92, 16820-30 
Improvements needed and question of 

return on outlay 16720-3, 16741—2, 16745-7, 
16775-8, 16787-8, 16795-807 
Traffic development qu«tion 16731-40, 16817-8 

Clyde Shipping Company i 

QoodscarriedfromLimerick to Belfast, .4. W. 

Sltaw, S. Pleics • - 14362—3, 21144-3 

Rates charged, A. TV. <S7iajti - - - - 14477 

no Trading at Youghal, O. P- Carroll - - 26120 

Coagh : 

Harbour on Upper Bonn used by, J. B. 

Chinning-Moore .... - 16036 

Spi nning mill at-, referred to, J. B. Gunning- 
Moore 16082 

Coal ; 

Advantage of Dublin over Limerick for trade, 

.4. W. Shaw • 14435-42 

Canal Tbaefic : 

on Ballinderry River if improved, J. 

McNally .... 13682-6 

Barrow Navigation : 

Boat load and reduction of cargo 
en route in dry years, W. J. 

Saughton - - - 32699-609, 32812 - 

Difficulties made by Grand Canal 
Company, result and particulars re 
rates, TV. J. Haughton 32625, 32678-88, 
32610, 32627-36 
Facilities, TV. J. Eaughlon * 32689-92 

One horse sufficient, TV. J- Haughton 32624 
Barrow River, difficulties from shortage 
of water snd want of accommodation, 

C. H. Bingham - ■ 13459-66, 12521-3 

Blackwater River, J. Stanley, H. C. 7. 

Stuart - - - 26056, 26940, 26943 

Boyne Canal, P. J. MacQuiUan - • 26340 

Coalisland C^sJ, J. Corr • - - 16172 


Oonndl. T. Hayes - 12905, 12917 

Tonnage, G. Tough - • - 23,111 

Tonnage from Messrs. Tedcastle & 

Co., G. H. Bingham • • 13474-5 

Lagan Canal, F. TV. Pollock 16924-7, 16939 
Large loads most economical, 0. H. 

Bingham .... 13462-3 

to Portadown, TV. M. Clow - - 16720 

PrefeiTed to Railways, C. H. Bingham 

13460, 13473. 13478-9 
on Proposed Canal from Kilkenny to 
Inistiogue expected, P. Kennedy 14598-628 
Question re development of, F. L. Heyn 16903-8 
Royal Canal, account of, J. Ta/low 

12172, 12125-33 

Royal Canal : 

Charges on, J. Tailow * - - 12096 

Complaints made re condition of 
Canal, etc., but not re landing 
facilities, C. H. Bingham - - 13488 

Difficulty of procuring barges, 0. H. 

Bingham .... 13480-4 

Diversion of, to Railways com- 
plained of, TV. Wallace - - 17505 

Tonnage sent by Messre, Tedcastle and 
Co., C. H. Bingham, - - 13486-7 

Strabane Canal, difficulty, etc., J. Toner 16310 
Suir Navigation, T. P. Morrissey, J ■ 

Phdan - - - 13640, 13646, 26262 

Ulster Canal, if opened above Clones, J. 

Smith 16864 

Ulster Canal, percentage, TF. B. Re^ - 15468 
Coalisland, J. Corr ... 16181, 16186-200 
Cost more to Irish RwlwaTO than to English 
and Scotch, A. TV. ' Shaw, Hon. R. 

A. Nugent 14381—8, 1445-4-9, 14763-5 

Disadvantage of lack of proper connection 
between Shannon and Port of Limerick to 
trade, 4. TV. SAaio 14410-3, 14421, 14437, 14464-71 
Enslish, price of, at Kilkenny and use of, J . 

Kennedy 14614-20 

Imjmrt to limerick floating dock, and 
vautage of better communication with 
Shannon. E. F. Moroney - • - 15105-7 

Imported by the South of Ireland Waggon 
and Wheel Company, i7. iSfanfey - 25850, 25855 

alontf Lough Neagh, prospect of finding, 

Corr 16191-2 

Manufactures might be started at Lough 
Derg if coal were cheaper on line to, A. 

TF. Shaw 14443 

Output statistics .... - 14638 
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INDEX : 


Index to 
£!vide7iee. 


Q)ie8lions. 

Coal — eont. 

Prices paid by various Railway Companies, 

H. Morrison 21397-404 

Railway and Canal rates, G. Tough, M. 
Mvllery, T. F. Mooney. TT. F. de F. 

Kane, J. Smith, F. W. PoUoch, Q. do B. 

Ball, L. Donegan, R. Morrison, J. Stanley, 

P. J. MacQuiUan ■ 12729-30, 12949, 13924-5, 
16927, 16876, 16928-9, 16976, 17164, 
17165, 21377-80, 26013, 26343 
Railway rates witli and without Canal com- 
petition, G. B. Bingham, 13498-501, 13629-33 
(Afyendix 5, Statement 1) 
Railway traffic, objections, and water carriage 
preferred, TF. J. Navghion - • 32693-6 

Revenue from charges on, question re raising 
by Yoiighal Harbour Board, C. P. Carroll 26185-7 
Size of Railway trucks for, C. H. Bingham 

13603-6, 13626-8 

Tolls on American Canal, J. P. Macguirc 13260 
Tonnage sent by Messrs. Tedoastle & Co. on 
Railway, 0. B. Bingham - - - 13478-7 

Tba.de at Catpoqttik : 

Annual tonnage, question re, J. Stanley 25984-6 
Former, J. Stanley 25921, 25927, 25929-30, 25983 
Revival possible, J. Stanley 25928, 26985 
Traffic to district of Lurgan, and effect of 
water communication, F. W. Pdlock 16939-40 
Traffic in Spencer Dock and on Midland Great 
Western Railway Company, J. Ta loic • 12126-33 
Transhipment at fencer Dock, charge ques- 
tion, J. Tatlow .... 12146-56 

Youglial import, 0. P. CarroH 26111, 26117, 26119 
Coalisland : 

C'lav industry, Corr- - • 16180-5, 16207 

Coal, J. Corr .... leigl, 16186-200 
Question of co-operation among farmers near, 

J- Corr .... 16150-4. 16169-71 

RaUway rate to Portadou n with and without 
Canal competition, J. Corr 

16136-7, 16155-S, 16162 
Served by Lagan and Newry Canals, TF. P. 

Rea, J . Barton ■ - '. - • 16366, 17-:04 

Upper Barm navigaMon rata, J. B. Gunning- 

Moore 16047 

Coalisland Canal : 

Boats, dimensions and draught, Tf. R. Rea 16836-7 
no Complaints as to management, J. B. 

Ounning-Moore 10048 

Deepening of, to depth of Lagan Canal advo- 
cated, J. McBally 15636 

Depth and tonnage of boats, TF. R. Rea 15376-7, 15381 

Draught required, J. Corr - - 16120, 16163-4 

Extent and length, TF. R. Rea, J. B. Gunning- 
Moore, J. Corr 16376, 16026, 16177 

in Fair workii^ order, and working expenses 
paid with occasional surplus, TF. R. Rea 15376 


26340 


Important to agriculturists, B. J. Greer 16683 
Since 1888, and further, suggested. TF. R. 

-Rea - - - - . 16376-82 

In^nd harbour, condition in summer, J. 

McKalhj 15692 

Xo interchange of traffic with Railways, 

J. B, Gunning-Moore ... 16109-11 

0™ed and controlled by Lagan Navigation 
Company, J. B. Gunning-Moore, TF. R. Rea, 

B. Plem ■ ■ 16023, 16716, 21104-6 

Service. R. J. Greer 16686 

Taken over from Board of Works by Lagan 
Navigation Comapny, 1888, TF. R. Rea 

16376. 16378 

Tolls, complained of, R. J. Greer • - . 16687 

TRAraro : 

Agricultural, R. B. Fair, J. MoBally, J. 

Corr, R. J. Greer 

15597, 16680, 16142-54. 16160, 16166-8, 
16673-87 

Increasmg, W. R. Rea - - . . 16717 

Statistics, IF. R. Rea, J. Carr 16379, 16172 
Tonnage, year ending Msaoh 31st, 1906, 

J. Corr .... 16177 , 16201-2 

T’ndertaken after Act of 1729, G. A. 
Stevenson 


Coasting Steamships Company, through traffio 
on Boyne Canal in connection with, P. j 

MacQuiUan ] 

Cold storage goods, carriage of, from the Colonies 
Irish markets affected by, Sir H. C. PlwikeU ’ 13997 
Coleraine roadway bridge. Lower Banu, swing 
bridge needed, J. Corr .... 10134 ^ 

Coleraine : 

Cutts of River Bann to the sea, see under Bann. 
Development of traffic at, would benefit 
Upper Bann, J. B. Gvnning-Moore • . 15951 

HARBOtJB : 

Abandonment of liowor Bann Naviga- 
tion worlcs would not injuro. Sir A. 

Binnie - - 21638-40, 21463-5, ' 2 I 6 O 5-6 

Board: 

Chairman, sec Toirens, Major J. A., 

H. M. y. L. - - 15706-1579S 

Junsdiotion over Baim River, and 
works carried out by, and 
success cff, JTfo^or J. A. Tonens 

16711-3, 16718-9 
Description, Major J. A. Torrens - . 15772 

Diversion of water of Lough Neagh to 
Newiy would desteoy fioi^ water that 
moves out. Sir A. Binnie - . . 21737 

Loading and unloading facilities, Sir A. 

Binnie 21630-5 

Revenue, 1879, 1906, Major J. A. Tonens 15719 
Scheme for second outlet from I.ough 
Neagh giving through traffic between 
Carlingford Lough and, G. Bright 16840-7 
Through traffic to Boyne Canal, P. J. 
MacQuiUan ..... 26349 
Joint Harbour Commissioners and Town Com- 
miasionera, memorial re closing of Lower 
Bann Navigation Works, Major J. A. 

Torrens 16740, 15741 

Urban District Coxincil, representative, aee 
Torrens, Major J. A, H.M.T'L. 15706-16795 
COLHOUN, JOHN: • . - - 16587-16640 

Control by Rural District Councils not advo- 
cated 16608, 16034-6 

. Model of 100-ton steamer shown - - 16639-40 

State control advocated - - - 16605-8 

Strabane, agricultural industry would de- 

v’elop from improvement of Canal - 16629-33 
Stbabake Canal : 

Arrangement with Railu'ay Company - 16627-8 
Bad condition of, and improvements 
needed 


16597-000 


16654 
’ 13430 


Bridge, improvement needed 
Facilities needed - 
Improvement needed 
Rates and comparison with Railway 

16602-1, 16620-3 
Time taken on journey - - 10595, 1C611-6 

Traffic expectarioiw 
Working of, and loss on 
Reference, Colonel BaiUie - 
Commerce, improved transit swtern nroessavy, 

TF. Field 

Commission on Harbour's of Refuge, i-eport » 
Carlin^oid Lough, B. Greer ... - 21652 

Commissioner of Public Works, see Stevenson, 

George A., M.V.O. - - . 107-289, 14841-15935 

Commissioners of Inland Navigation, - 1720-87 

history of, 0. A. Stevenson - - - 112-21, 124 

Commissioners of Inquiry into -Aterial Drainage, 
report re Lo'wer Bann Navigataorr Worlffl, Sir 
A. Binnie ....... 21438 

Commisaionera of Public Works, see Board of 
Works. 

Cong : 

Steamer to Galway formerly, J. Ferry • 17260-1 

Storage at. on Lough Corrib navigation, J. 

Perry - 17203 

Tonnage of boats to, on Lough Corrib naviga- 
tion, Pro/. Townsend ... 17189-91 

Traffio to, on Lough Corrib navigation, Pro/. 
Tovmsend .... 17193-U, 17227 
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Questions. 

Connaualit, dairying industry, alight increase in 
co-operative methods. Sir S. O. PhinkOt - 14088 

CONNELL, JAJIES, boato-wner : • - 12895-12908 

Gband Canal : 

Depth, and draught and tonnage of boats 

12899-903 

Dredging necessary .... 12904 
Dry docks, Mr. Hunter’s evidence oon- 


Lockkeepers should attend to lock duties 
only - 12898 

Tolls : 

Reduced, traders could carry more 
coal with .... - 12905 

not Regularly published and schedule 

should be put in every station - 12905 

Ifemorial Irom p. 20 

Connemara, poor county in comparison with 
others. Prof. Tovma&nd ... - 17219-20 


Questions, Index 'to 

Corporation for Carrying on an Inland TIavi- Evi dence . 

gatiott in Ireland : 

to be Accounted for a sum granted towards 
making the River Blackwater navigable in 
the County of Waterford, J. Stanley - - 25878 

Sum given to, for making River Blackwater 

navigable, J. Staidey • ... 25880 

CORR, JA5IES 16117-16207 

Agricultural, etc., traffic on Canals and ques- 
tion of co-operation 16142-54, 16165-71, 16172-9 
Baan, Lower, swing bridge on Coleraine 
Roadway Bridge needed • - - 16134-5 

Canals : 

National control advocated • - - 16141 

Preferred for heavy goods • • 16139-44 

Reduction of Railway rates 

16136-7, 16155-8, 16IC2 
Clay industry near Coalisland - 16180-5, 16204-7 
Coal, Coalisland - - • 16181, 16186-200 


Cookstown : 

Benefit of proposed Canal to, J. B. Owining- 
lloore 16078-88 

Improvement of Ballinderry River, should 

he contributed to by, J. McNally • 15667-8 

Population, J- McNally, J. B. Chtnning- 

Moore 16700, 16086 

Rates on Railway and proposed Canal, 

J. McNally 15670-4 

River to Lough Neagh, see Ballinderry River. 

Rural Council, Chairman, see Gorming- 

Hoore, J. B. 16012-16116 

Traffic from, if Ballinderry River were im- 
proved, J. McNally . - • - 15682-91 

Urban District Council : 

Chairman, see Gunning-Moore, J. B. 16012—16116 
Evidence on behalf of, see McNally, John 

15617, 15705 

Cookstown Canal, proposed : 

Advocated, J. B. G^nning-Moore ■ • 16078-88 

Flooding would be caused by. Sir A. Bimiie 21490-2 
not Justified, if. PleifS .... 21183 
Probable rates, J. B. GwnwiTip-Jfoore - 18113—4 

Rating of districts for maintenance of, J . B. 

Gunning-Smith - - - - ■ 16047 

Coolmore, Nore River would be crossed at, in 
scheme for proposed Canal from Kilkenny to 
Inistiogue, A. M. Bruden ... - 14656 

Coolnahay, Harbour on Royal Canal, L. Tallow 12254--5 

COPE, SAMUEL P., merchant at Castladermot : 

12950-13007 

Barrow River, dredging required - 12937, 12963 
Canals : 

Farmers’ co-operation • ' ' , 12995-7 

Improved system would develop agri- 
culture and increase agricultural 
traffic . . . . • 12992-4 

National control preferred - 12998, 13004-5 

Grand Canal: 

Improvement advocated and local contri- 
butions approved - - - 12971-5 

Tolls Irom Dublin to New Ross, Mageney, 

and Carlow ... 12964-9, 18002—3 
Use of Railway instead of ■ - 12980-91 

Maqenby : 

Question of motor connection with 

Castledermot . . - 12961-3, 13006-7 

Storage required - - - 12958-60, 12969 

Railway and Canal Rates in Castledermot 
district compared . - - - 12976-8 

Corhally Harbour, Ourragh coal traffic to, on 
Grand Canal, loss on increase of tolls, J. J. 
Flanagan 13031 

Cork: 

Coal sent by R^way to Lismore, J. Stanley 26920 
Mid Fermoy Railway, balance from, sugges- 
tion re application, B. 0. F. Stuart 26973, 26976 
Outlet from Fermoy by rail, J- Stanley - - 26922 

Rail carriage from Cappoquin to Fermoy would 
be much shorter’ than from Fermoy to, J . 

Stanley 26922 

Com, see Grain. 


Coalisland Canal: 

Draught required . - - 16120, 16163-4 

Tonnage of traffic year ending March 31st, 

1906 16177, 16201-2 

Connection between Belfast and Limerick 
advocated .... 16124-33, 16206 
Ulster Canal, improvoments needed - 16120-2 


Corrib, lough : 

Canal to Lough Mask s 

Completion advocated, A. TF. Shaw ■ 
Importance of, and reason for non-com- 
petition, A. IF. Shaw 

Free disoharge of floods prevented. Sir A. 
Binnie 


14513-8 

14370-3 

21516 


LEVELS : 

Award re, unreliability of Board of Works 
figiirea, J. Perry ... 17287—90 

Mr. Perry’s evidence critioised. Prof. 

Townsend 17298 

Regulation and remarks re. Prof. 

Townsend _ 17230-3 

Railways and proposed Railways serving, 

J. Perry 172^6-9 

Surface falls below Tninimum fixed by Board 

of Works, J. Perry . - - • 17266 

Steamers, J. Perry ... - 17250-4 

Traffic on, and from sea, J. Perry - • 17240-1 


Corrib, Lough, Navigation : 

Accommodation insufficient, J. Perry - 17262-3 

Boats : 

Character of, objected to, and traffic 
would increase with alteration, J . 

Perry 17260-1 

Desoription of, Prof. Townsend 17204-6, 17221—5 
Suggestions re, J. Perry - 17279, 17282-6 

Tr.nnn.gn, Prof. Toumsend - - - 17189-91 


amoES : 

Bad condition and repairs and rebuilding 

necessary, J. Perry - 17271-5, 17294-6 

Condition of, Prof. Townsend - • • 17297 

Maintenance of, Prof. Townsend 17213-6, 17187 
(.'nrried out by Board of Works under Public 

Act, O. A. Stevenson - - - - 141 

Carrying, Prof. Townsend . . - • 17207 

Cleaning out necessary, J. Perry • • 17276-8 

Condition and description. Prof. Townsend -17183-8 
Constructed since 1831, G. A. Stevenson - 163 

Cost of works, and incidence of, Prof. Town- 
send 17174 

Date of completion, Prof. Townsend - - 17175 

Depth of water. Prof. Townsend - - ■ 17268 

Drainage trustees, Prof. Toumsend 17181-2, 17230 
Encineer and secretary, see Townsend, Pro- 
fessor Edward 17173—17234, 17268, 17297—8 

Financial position, tolls, and county subsidiM, 

Prof- Townsend ... 17192, 17211-6 

Freighte, no complaint on subject of, J. Perry- 17270 
Important, Prof- Townsend ■ • - 

Locks, dimensions. Prof. Townsend 
Slade under Act of Parliament, Prof. Town- 


17217 

17224-5 
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INDEX ; 


Index to Questions. 

£videtice. Corrib, lough, Navigation— 

Maintenance expenaes should bo charged to 
certain Baronies of County of Galway, not 
to whole County, J. Perry- • - 17243-5 

Management and authorities, Prof. Town- 
send 17177-81 

hhlling Board. Engineer, see Perry, James 

17181-2, 17236-17296 
Navigation difSoulUofi, J. Perry - ■ 17266-9 

Power of Board of Works over, G. A. Steven- 
son 1523- 

Retums never asked for by Boni-d of Trade, 

Prof. Toimaend 17175 

Satisfactory on the whole, and would be com- 
pletely if improvements were made, /. 

Perry 17291-3 

Services, Prof. Townsend - ■ 17201-3 

Statement of receipt and expenditure handed 
in, Prof. Townsend .... 17210 
Tbaffio : 

Nature, tonnage and receipts, Prof. 

Toionaend - - - 17103-200, 17226-8 

Slight compared with capital expenditure, 

J. Perry 17242 

Teustees : 

not Carriers, Prof. Tovmsend - - 17208-9 

Maintenance of bridges, Prof. Toxonamd 

17187, 17213-6 

Sjratem and success of, Professor Towns- 
end, J. Perry - - 17177-81, 17280-1 

Water, insufficiency for kind of steamer, J. 

Perry 17256, 17264r-9 

County Councils: 

Canax Costsol ; 

not Advocated, Earl of Erne - . . 16501 

Canal board wth members from, sug- 
gested, F. Field - 13440, 13441, 13450-2 

to be Represented on Government 


control only if they ooutributed, H. 

Delaney 13960-1 

With superior central authority sug- 
gested, A. W. Shaw - ■ . 14433-4 

Help towards Canals not considered feasible, 

M. P. O’Brien 13104 

Ci'ossley, P. W., letter to the “ Irish Times ” 

quoted, M. P. O’Brien - . . . 13204 


CUFPE. CAPTAIN THE HONOURABLE 
OTWAY, representative of Kilkenny 
Industrial Development Association, Kil- 
kenny Corporation, and Trades Council: 

14537-14591, 14628, 14642-14648 
{Appendix 9) 

Oastlecomer coalfields 14628 

Control by Amalgamated Boards of different | 
Counties, opinion rc - - . . 14687-8 

Grand Canal, increase of rates since agreement 
with Great Southern and Western Railway 
and examples handed in - - . 14542-54 

Bagenalstown the nearest town on an 
existing waterway having Railway com- 
munication with • - . . 14538 

Benefit to be derived from effective com- 
munication with the sea • . 14661-70 

Grand Canal not used by - . 14639-47 

Markets extinguished owing to excessive 
Railway rates and relief desired - - 14571 

Proposed Canal to Inistiogue : 

Agreement with Railway Company 
like that of Grand Canal to be 
guarded against - - . . 14592 

Benefit dependents on rsduction of 
Canal rates - . . . 14543 

Control, opinion re - . 14681, 14583-91 

Goods that could be carried cheaper 
on, than on Railway • - 14677-8 

Local contributions probable - - 14580 

Population to be served by - - I4579 

Traffic expectations . 14584 

Waterway to Thomastown, account and 

condition of ... . 14565-60 


OUFPE, CAPTAIN THE HONOURABIl?*^''"^^- 
OTWAY-coni. 

National control, with local representation 
preferred to local - - . . { 4 ^ 0 ^ a, 

Railway rates with and without water 

competition 

Room for waterways and Railways - . 

Cunagh, coal traffic to Corbally harbour lost on in- 
crease of tolls, J. J. Flanagan - . . . jgQjj 

CURREY, FRANCIS .ALFRED, Solicitor to Duke 
of Devonshire : 

Blackwatbr : 

Bed and soil ownei-ship 
Definition of boun<lary, question res- 
pecting ■ - - - - 2( 

Dredging would be an interference with 
the owner’s rights - - . . 

liishery: 

Litigation respecting public or pii- 
vato rights - - • 2f 

Ownership 

Improvement : 

Consent of owners necessary 
Conti-ihution by owner 1 
cost, question respecting 
Owner’s ri^ts are absolute and question 
respecting controversy on the sub- 
ject 5 

Portions belonging to estate of Drem- 
anagh ... ... 

Sea commoncQs at Youghal - 
Dromanagh, geographical position • i 

Cutts of Coleraine, see Coleraine, Cutts of. 


Dairy Produce (Butter, Eggs, etc.) : 

Canals unsuitable for transit of, T. P. Mor- 
rissey, Sir ff. 0. Plunkett 13641-4, 13997- 

4000, 14112-3 

Conveyiureo of milk and butter, method, Sir 

H. C. Plunkett 14165-6 

Creameries, increase, Sir H. C. Plunkett • 14091 

Importation, Sir H. C. Plunkett - - - 14111 

Inoreasecl export expected. Sir H. 0. Plunkett 141K 
Prospeots of development of trade, T. P. 

Morrissey 136B8 

Traitic : 

Droglieda to Liverpool, J. A. F. AspiruiU 20408 
Sti-ubanc Canal, possibilities, J. Cdkmm 16610 
Suir Navigation, T. P. Jforrisiei/, J. 

Phelan - - 13036, 13641-3, 26265 

Use of Fishguard and Rosslare route, 
question re, H. C. V. Stuart - 26948-9 

Dairying industry, increase of co-operative 
methods, jStr S. G. Plunkett - • - 14087-8 

Dorgan, Mi-., Ulster Canal leased to, 1861, if. 

Plews 210K 


DELANEY, HUGH, representative of North 

Riding, Tipperaiy, etc. : - - - 13937-13976 

[Appendix 7) 

Canals, Government ooutrol advocated, ivith 
County Council representation only in ease 
of contributions .... .13960-1 

Grand Canal: 

Agricultural traffic - - • 13968-71 

Improvement of gauge advocated, and 
local contribution question 13945-55, 13958-9 
Rates, instances and complaint - - 13972 

Kiloarvan Quay : 

Construction and effect of, 13947-6-2, 

13965-7, 13973- 

Map handed in 13^1 

Railway ratre on barley to Dublin IromCiogh- 
joidan ...... 13955-7 

Shannon NAviOA-noN : 

AgricnltnraJ traffic - - • 13968-71 

Improvement not needed • - 

Slow delivery complained of 13942-3, 139^ 
Terryglass Quay, application re - ■ 13974-8- 

Denmark, importation of dairy produce in Ireland 
and Great Britain 141D 
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QumUotis. 

D„by co«l, prices psid by ceitoin Railwsy Com- I 

panies, R. Morrison ... - 21d98-a 

Derg> lough: 

MaQufacture3 might be started at, if coal were 

cheaper on line to, A. W. Shaw- • • 14443 

Water commuDication with Ulster would be 

beneficial, J. McNaRy - - - 15630-1 

Derry, see Londonderry. 

Dcrrylorsn, Upper Bern Navig.tion rate, J. B. j 

Gunniny-Moore 

DEVONSHIRE, DUKE OF s . 

Bed of River Blackwaicr private property of, 

C P. CarroU, F. (?. Cwney, H. V. C. 

Siuarl . - - ■ 2620S, 26225, 26057 

from Cappoquin to Lismore, owned by, ] 

J. Stanley 25891 

Claim to tidal portion of Blackwater, J. Stan- 
ley 258S5-8 

Consent necessary for improvements to River 
Blackwater, F. A. Cttney, C. F. Carroll 

26207, 26238-41 

Contribution towards cost of improvement to 
navigation of River Blackwater, (luestions 
re, J. Stanley, F. A. Cvrrey - - - 26229 : 

Fishery on Blackwater between Lismore and 

Youghal owned by, J. Stanley, - - ^854 

V. Neill - • - - • 25888, 26233-7 . 

Railway from Feimoy to Lismore, practi- 

eallv built by, J. Stanley - 26915 

Solicitor to, see Currey, Francis Alfred 26224-26240 
DICK, Mr., Chief Engineer, Board of Works ; 

Enquiry and opinion re Lough Corrib levels, 

Prof. Townsend - - - 17230-3 

Estimates and suggestions re Baun altera- 
1 tious, and opinion re. Major J. A. Torrens, 

SirN-Bmute 15736,21449, 21582, 21586-98. 21618 
Digfay, Sir Kenelm, reference to report of, etc. - 14157 
Dinin River, Castlecomer coalfields run into by, 

A. M. Barden 

Directors of Inland Navigation; 

Appointed on Royal Canal Board of Control, 

Q. A. Stevenson , 14841 

ApDointment, powers, etc., Q- A. Stevenson 

130-3, 134, 140, 141 

Engineer, report re River Soir, 1821, referred 
to, and quoted, J. E. Grubb 13764, 

Royal Canal transferred to, 1813, J. Tailow 12060 
Lominiok’s Bridge at Drogheda, bi-eakwatcr west 
of. would enable river to be navigated at all 
tides. P. J. MacQuillan - - - - * 26351 

Donacloney, traffic on I,agan Canal, and decline 

of, E. Greer 21682-93 

Donegal County, members of Londonderry 
Chamber of Commerce drawn from, A. Smyth 16529 

Donegal Railway : 

Acquisition by Great Northern Railway of 
Ireland and Midland Railway, and result, 

J. Toner, T. B. Feely, H. Plews 16375-86, 

21279-81, 21303-7 

Bridge over Stxabaue Canal, and objections 
to, J. Toner ■ • * * T 16337-43 

Construction and accountof second Railway, 

J. Toner, H. Flews - • 16286. 21189-92, 21223 

no Money received by Dulce of Abereom re 
bridge. Colonel Baillie - - - ' 16646 

Reduction of rates and payment to traders 

of Strabane, T. A. Feely - • ■ 16347-9 

Reference, P. McMenamin- - - - lo-oo 

DONEGAN, LAURENCE: - - - 17118-17172 

Boyhs Navioation : 

Boats, tonnage in winter and summer, 17160-3 
Condition practically same as fifty years 

ago, but large sums spent on - - 17119 

Deeuenins of certain portions needed 

^ ® 17148-9, 17169-72 

History of undertaking • - - - 17122 

Improvements; ,,iQ=«-r 

Benefits expected • - - i713&-D7 

Impossible out of Canal revenue - 17154 


DONEGAN, LAURENCE— coBf. 

Boyne Navigation — coni. 

Increase of tolls and previous loss • 17129-1 

Rates and comparison with Railway 17164-7 
Tidal portion, obstacles caused by, and 

improvement question • - 17137-47 

Traffic thirty years ago and now - 17125-6 

Meath River Navigation, lessees of Boj-ne 

Navigation Company - ■ 17113, 17122-3 

Donkey carts as means of transit, Sir C. H. 

Plunkett 14090, 14165-6 

Dougherty, Sir James B., Assistant Secretary : 

Correspondence re Ulster Canal, TV. R. Rea 15435-6 
Reference. Sir A. Binnie . - - - 21636 

Down County : 

County Council, two Trustees of Upper Bann 
Navigation Board of Trustees nominated 
by, J. B. Qunning-Moore . - - - 16020 

Joint control of Upper Bann successful, J. B. 

Gunning-Moore 16070 

Population, decrease owing to emigration, 

T. Irwin U446 

Drainage Works, control suggestion, Earl of Erne 16413-4 
Drapery Goods, Railway and Canal rates, J, 

McNaUy 15671 

Drogheda : 

Boyne Navigation Agent at, see Donegan, 

Laurence - - ... 17118-17172 

rates from Navan, P. J. 2IacQuillan 26351 
Coasting service beneficial to, G. de B. Ball - 17022 
Colliers from England, J. A. F. Aspinall 20450-1 
Cost of cartage has to be added to railway 

charges, P. J. MacQnillan - - 26341-3 

Distance and cost of porterage from quay to 

Railway, L. Donegan - - - 17157-63 

Distances of Kingscoiu't from, G. deB.BaU 16073 
Export of live stock, J.A.F. Aspinall 20408, 20445-7 
Habboues : 

Alterations required for Lanca shir e and 
Yorkshire steamboat service, and 
suggestions, J. A. F. Aspinall 

20409-28. 20440-1, 20452-74 
Bad condition of, obstruction caused by 

bar. (?. de B. Bali - - - 17042, 17063 

Board, constitution and proceedings and 
objections to, G. de B. Ball 
17093-8, 17030-3, 17035, 17043-4, 17059-04 
Dues, G. de B. Ball .... 17004 

Improvement suggestions, J. A. F, 

Aspinall ----- 20466-7 

Question of competition of other ports, 

J. A. F. Aspinall 20429-31, 20442, 20459-60 
Rise and fall of tide in the bar, J. A. F. 

AspinaU 20406 

Improvement of port and encouragement of 
steamboat service would benefit waterway, 

G. de B. Ball 17039-49 

Lancashiee and Yorkshhus Steamboat 
SEEV.CE WITH LlVEEPOODJ 
PaiTiculais re, J. A. F. AspinaU 20401-8. 
only Regular one, /. A. P. AspinaZl - 20449 

Number of lighters plying between Navan 

and, P. J. MaeQuillan - - - - 26340 

Old Bridge, termination of jurisdiction of 

Bovne Navigation, J. A. F. Aspinall • 20433—5 

20444-7, 20474 

Places formerly served by, traffic from, O. de 

B. Ball - 16971-4 

Principal traffic on Boyne Canal from, P. J. 

MaeQuillan ------ 26340 

Railway and Canal rates, advantages of 

Dublin. G. de B. Ball - - • 16975-80, 17046, 

17057 

Railway station a mile uphill from the 
town and quays, P. J. MacQuUlan - 26341-3 

not much Railway traffic to Navan, P. J. 

MaeQuillan 26367-8 

Traffic expected from, if Boyne and Shannon 

were connected, ff. de B. BaK - * 16993, 17066 

Waterway, see Boyne Navigation. 

2M 
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INDEX : 


Indes to _ . QueationB. 

Evidence. Drogheda Development Association : 

Managing Director, see Ball, George de Bell 

16963-17117 

Steam coasting service inaugurated by, 

and scheme in progress, O. de B. Ball • 17022—9 

Drogheda Navigation Company, J. Barton - 17361-2 

Drogheda Steam Packet Company, acquisition of 
concern of, by Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail- 
way Company, -4. P. A - - 20402—4, 20432 

Dromagh, position, J. Stardeij - • 23879-80 

Dromanagh : 

Geographical position, E. A. Cxirrey • 26226-7 

Navigation difficulty between Cappoquin 

and, J. Stardeij 2S994 

Navigation difficulty between Lismore and, 

J. Stanley . . , , . . 25993 

Dromod: 

Light Railway to Belturbet, O. A. Stevenson 

14929-33 

Shannon Development Company’s under- 
standing with Treasury re Railway to 
Rooskoy, M. P. O'Brien, - • ■ 13199-204 

Drumshambo : 

Light Railway to, G. A. Steoenson- - - 14932 

Proposed extension of Light Railway to, thrown 
out, H. Lefroy 16344 

Dublin I 

Barley sent from Magen-'y by Railway, E. 

Hayden 13231 

Berths for boats, TF. P. O’Netif • - - 12332 

Bricks carried to, from Rahan on Grand Canal, 

H.Egan 13114-5 

Broadstone Branch Canal in, see llial title. 

Canals from, weeds, W. P. O’Neill • - 12367 

Distances to Kingseourt and Navun,G. deP. 

Ball 16973-4 

Chahbeb op Commerce : 

President, see Qoodbody, Marcus 17463-17603 
Views re Grand and Royal Canals 

17466, 17474-5 

Coal trade, advantage over Limerick, A. W. 

Shaw 14435-42 

Coal traffic from Grand Canal, method of 
loadii^ and advantage over Railway, G. H. 

Bingham 13470-3 

Coal traffic to Cwlow by Canal, difficulties 
made by Grand Canal, IF. J. Ha%ighton 

32578-88, 32610, 32632-6 
Coasting service approved by some people in, 

Q. de B. Ball 17029 

Completion of Canal to Tarmonharry 
provided for by Royal Charter, 1789, J. 

Tadow 12059 

Connection between Grand Canal and the sea 

at, S. Egan I3O54 

Corporation, closing of Broadstone Branch of 
Royal Canal approved by, Hon. R. A. 

Nugent 1470g 

Decrease of Railway traffic to Lor^ford, J. 

Tallow 12213-7 

Direct communication from Kilkenny ad- 
vantageous, A. 31. Burden . . . 14691 

Distances to certain places, O. Tough 

32706-7, 32748-9 

Distances to Ixii^ord by Railway and Canal 

IF. P. O’Neill 12333 

“ Fly-boat ” from, on Grand Canal, Sir H. 

0. Plunkett 14056 

Grain mills, on Railway, TF. P. O'NeUl - 12338-9 

Grand Canal docks, G. Tough • . . 12632 

Gravii^ docks on Royal Canal IF. P. O'Neill 

Head line steamers from. P. L. Heyn - 15804^ 

James Street Harbour and River : 

Cjuial tolls to New Ross, Mageney, and 
Carlow S. C. Cope - - 12964-9, 13002-3 

Canal rates to certain places with and 

without Railway competition, H. 

, S ,13074-96. 13187-8 


Dublin— son*- 


Qiitsiiom. 


1-2062 

14021 


21734 


• 15200 


Maiubenanoo of Govorniuenb di-edgoi-s in 
Kingston or, suggested, J. Barton . , 173.Q 

Method of sending cattle to, from Roscommon 
and Canals would not benefit, J. P. Mac! 

guire 13249-57 

Medical and Executive Officer of Health for 
see Cameron, Sir Charles. 

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland 
Company, incorporated to construct Rail- 
way from, to Mullingar, and Longford. 

1846, J. TaRow ..... 
to Mullii^ar, served by Railway and Canal, 

Sir H. C. PlunkeU 

Peat moss imported ohoapor than provided ii 
Ireland. D. Sherlock - - . . 

Port, grant made for improvement of, I8011, 

O. A. Stemmon ..... 

Porter carried by Grand Canal to Limerick, 

E. J. Long 

Question of competition with Droghoda, O. de 
B. Ball, J. A. F. AspinaR 17046, 17057, 204-29-31 
Railway and Canal rates, M. P. O'Brien, J. 

A, Hannon, O. H. Bingham, T. F. Norrey, 

H. Delaney, Capt. Gaffe, E. ./. Long, 0 
de B. Ball, B. Morrison, D. Sherlock 
13194 {Appendix 3. Slaleme'U 1) 13420, 
13498-501, 13924-5, 13955-7, 14572-3, 
16173-5, 15272-4, 16975-80, 21377, 

21743, 21733-7 

Railway rates from Navan, P. 3IarQidllm 20351 
Railway rates to Baltinglass prohibitive, 

3. C. Cope 12985-8 

Ratos for cattle to Liverpool .same as from 
Drogheda to Liverpool, J. A. F. Aspinail 20469-71 
Rates to Carlow ami jVtlioy on grain, Q. 

Tough 32751-61 

Rural District Council closing of Broadstone 
Branch of Royal Canal approved by, Hon. 

R. A. Nugent - - - . ' . - 14766 

St. Patrick’s Division, M.P. for, see Field, 

William 13428, 13454 

Slowness of dehvering barley from Kilgarvon 
by Shannon complained of. H. Delaney 13942, 
13955 

Bpbncbr Dock : 


Accommodation, refutation of com- 
plaints, P. Morrison - • - 21389-03 

Canal store at, on Royal Canal, IF. P. 

O'Neia 1-2259-G-2 

Construction and cost, /. Tatlow 

12208-10, 12121) 

Date of construction, TF. P. O'NeUl - 12357 
Dues, arrangement re, M. Kavanagh • 17512 
Insufficient loading accommodation, 
complained of, R. McKenna ■ • 13342 

Leakage at (Board of ’.Pi-ade Rupert), 

G. A. Stevenson 14815 

Liffey Locks : 

Facilities for passing complained of 
(Major-Goncml Hutchinson’s Re- 
port) and Canal officers’ i-eply, 

W. Fidd 13431 

Limitation of time for passing lock 
complained of, and suggestions 
and remarks re, M. Kavanagh, B. 
Morrison - 17510-1, 17528-0. 17533-5. 

21427-31 

Nearly all let to coal merchants, P. 


MaKenna 13346 

Practically no grain traffic, J. Tatlow • 121S0 
Profit, TF. P. O'Neill ■ ■ - 21329-39 

Question re extent of. B. Morrison 21421-6 


Regulations in favour of Canal traffic in 
rules and regulations of, J. Tatlow 12137-56 
Regulations re tolls, etc., J. Tatlow 12137-45 
no Serious complaint, G. Tough - 12788-91 

Size, J. TaRow 12120 

Storage and non-usago of, TF. P. O'Neill, 

B. Morrison 21314, 21318, 21355-8, 21387 
Tolls, rates, charges, etc., authorised X 
1877, and particulars re, handed in, 

J. TaRow 12121 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


271 


Dublin— 

Spescjeb Dock — cont. 


Quesiiona. 


Traffic, and distribution of, J. Tatlow 12122-36 
Transbipment of trafBo at, charge 

question, J. Tallow - ■ • 12146-66 

Water of Royal Canal reduced during 
putting of new gates and sill, 17. P. 

O’Neill 12307 

Wharfage and waxehouaing accommoda- 
tion complained of, W. Field, M. 
Kavanagh • - - - 13431, 17512 

Spencer Lock, dimensions, IF. P. O'Neill 12249-56 

no Steamer communication with Limerick, 

E. J. Long 15182 

Steamship services, F. L. Heyn, J. A. F. 

Asphiatl, H. Plews - • - 20442, 21206 

Tanneries, Railway preferred to Canal for 
carriage of hides and leather, and reason, 

E. J. Long - - • 16161-75, 16272-4 

Through rates from Navan, comparison of 
water and rail, P. J. MacQuillan ■ 26356-60 

Through traffic to Boyne Canal, P. J. il/ac- 

Quillan 20340 

Time taken on certain Canal journeys to, 

TI'. P. O’Neili, T. Haves. 17. T. de F. Eane, 

0. Tough ■ 12394-5, 12914, 16941, 32812 

Tolls from, on Railway and Royal Canal, J. P. 
Macguire, H. Lefroy ■ 13260, 16334-9 


Agricultural, Sir H. C. PlrmTeetl - 14039-41 

with Athlone, Sir M. C. Phmkett 14049-51 
on River Barrow, 0. Toitgh • • 12715-G 

Class of produce carried on canals, Q. A. 

Stevenson 253 

Grain : 

on Grand Canal, G. Tough, J. A. 

Hannon 12564-5, 13352-8, 13394-7 
Method. 17. P. O'Neill • ■ 12390-3 

on Grand Canal, 0. Tough, J. A. Hannon, 
12421-42, 12528-35, 13362-3, 12558-62, 

12784-7 


lUnnnre : 

on Grand Canal, G. Tough 

12558-62, 12784-7 
to Maynooth, decrease by, B. 

McKenna - . - - 13330-3 

Royal Canal and question of increase, 

R. McKenna . - • - 13340-5 

Storage at Jlageney would benefit traffic 

to, E. Hayden . - - - 13317-20 

to Waterford, ser%-ed by railway and canal, 

Sir C. H. Plunkett 14018 


Dublin Steamship Company, rates, etc., to Liver- 
pool, J. A. Hannon . - - - 13372, 13398 

Dublin. Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, competi- 
tion with Grand Canal, 0. Tough ■ 12435, 12488-94 


Dundalk: 

Connection of London and North Western 
Railway works at Greenore with, <7. Barton 17311 
Improvementneeded, J. A.P.AspinoK- 20456-8 

Method of sending cattle to, from Roscommon 
and Canals would not benefit, J. P. Mac‘ 

guire 13Q49-57 

RaEways: _ _ 

to Armagh, E. Greer - • -21707,21/16 

to EnniskiUen, Government loan made to, 

H. Plews 

Steamers to Liverpool, J. A. F. AspirwU • 20442 

Dundalk and Newry Steam Packet Company, 

Ulster Canal leased to, H. Plews 


- 21082 


Dundas. James, Chairman Enniskillen Urban 
District Council, report signed by - - 

Dungannon, Upper and JDddle Baronies of, Upper 
Bann Navigation rate, J. S- Omining-Moore • 
Dungannon : 

Coalfield, reference, F. L. Heyn • - - 

Fruit and garden produce industry, canal of 
no use to, jStr A. Binnie - - • • 

I all Inland traffic from, passed through Newry 
port when Ulster Canal was made, E. Greer 

336-11. 


16398 

16021 

15907 

21609 

21666 


Questions. Index to 

Dungarvan ; Evidence. 

Carting from ships to the raUway, J. Stanley 25997 
Comparison with Yonghal, C. P. Carroll • 26136 
Distance from Cappoquin, J. Stanley • - 26012 

District not served by, H. C. Y. Stuart • - 26965 

Extension of Railway to Dungarvan Har- 
bour, question re practicability, J. Stanley 

26044, 26047 

Cardiff, J. Slutlen ■ - SOOS-S 

to Cappoquin would be cheaper than 
into, J. Stanley ■ - • 26018-9 

per ton to Cappoquin, J. Stanley • 26043-0 

Harbour chief expense in freight, J. Stanley 26046 
Highest point on River Blackwater to which 
a vessel would come, J. Stanley - • 26872 

an Open tidal harbour, C. P. CarroU ■ ■ 26137 

Pit wood traffic from Cappoquin, J. Stanley 25931 
Quays, <7. P. CarroU ... - 26140 

no Railway communication between the 

wharf and the railway, J. Stanley - • 25999 

Railway rates for coal to Cappoquin, J. 

Stanley _ - 26013 

Reduction of Railway rates to Cappoquin 
would not meet difficulty and reason, 

H. C. 7. Stuart 20990 

Representatives might say improvements to 
River Blackwater would injure their side 
of the county, J. Stanley - . - - 26011 

Shipping traffic Isrge, J. Stanley - • 26014-6 

Ships run alongside qnay, J. Stanley - - 25998 

Trade developing, J. Stanley - - • 25963 

Used by traders of district with the atten- 
dant expense of using a port which they 
have to approach by Railway, J. Stanley 25918-9 
Vessels can be got in at any tide, J. Stanley 26014-6 


Dunkillen Barony, maintenance expenses of Lough 
Corrib Navigation should be partly charged to, 
according to award, .7. Perry ... 1/242-5 

Dunmore Barony, maintenance expenses of Lough 
Corrib Nav^ation should be party chained to, 
according to award, J. Perry - . - 17242-5 

Durham coal, price paid by North Eastern Rail- 
way Company, R. Morrison ... - 21398 

Durrow, brick industries at, would benefit by 
effective commnnication between Kilkeimy and 
and the sea, Captain Cu§e ... - 14562 

“Earn” River, proceedings for improvement of 
districts drained by, 1715, and n6n-carrying out 
of, Q. A. Stevenson 411 


Edenberry : 

Competition between Grand Canal and Mid- 
land Great Western Raiway Companies at, 

Q. Tough - 12497-301 

Distance from Dublin, Q. Tough - • - 3270/ 

Dredging of Grand Canal near, difficult, G. 

Tough 42609 

Education, question of the oultiva'ion of the 

land bound up with, 72. B. Fair - - 15603 

Junction of Canal and Railway, Sir H. C. 

44019 

Question re affect of certain connections on 

district betweeir Shannon and, H. Egan 13064-7 
Railway and Canal rates to, J7. P. O'Brien 13194-6 
{Appendix 4, Staiement 1) 


•prii'M ■PTENRV.^ Chairman of the County Council of 
king’s Co^ty ; - - - - 

{Appendix 3) 

Canals : 

Controlling authority as carrier, system 

approved 13068 

Large outlay would not be justified 13170-2 

National system desired - - - 13074 

Rates; 

Necessary reduction on RaUway rates 

to induce traffic being given to 13141-3 
Reduction desired - - - 13184-6 

State control advocated and suggested 

13106-9, 13124^32, 13144-59 
2 M 2 
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INDEX ; 


Index to 
Evidence. 


EGAN, HENRY, etc amt. 

Canals — cont. 


Questions. 

Enniskillea— 

Urban Distbiot Councjl: 


Q’tesUoiii. 


Tolls, redaction or abolition of, advo- 


cated 13126-6 

Evidence generally concurred in, 31. P. 

O'Brien 13190 

Grand Canal: 

Administration fairly good . - - 13123 

Bridges : 


Defects of, obstacles to road traflSo 
and movable bridges suggested 

13049-52, 13168-9 
Drawbridges, suggestion - 13120-1 

Connections with the sea - • - 13054 

Deepening of, and question of bogs -13058-9 

Deepening required and opinion as to 

depth 13054-7 

Depth of - - • . 13056, 13133-4 

Loading facilities inadequate - 13160-5 

Local contributions not expected except 

towards bridges - - - 13060-3, 13127-8 

Locks, delay caused by • - 13046-7 

Management, no complaint - - - 13048 

Question re effect on, of certain connec- 
tions ..... 13064-7 

Rates between certain places with and 

without Railway competition - 13074-96, 

13187-8 

Rates and tolls complained of, and 
reduction advocated 13068-70, 13096-103, 
13173-83 

State control approved .... 13124 
Traffic : 

Malt 13166-7 

Nature of - - 13110, 13114-9, 13138 

Slowness of, principal defect • • 13046 

Water supply, insufficient in the summer 13046 
Peat imported from Holland owing to cheap 

ship freight 13139-40 

Railway rates complained of, and reduction 
desired - , • - - 13175-83, 13184-6 

Shannon Navigation, tolls complained of 13071-3 
Transhipment of barley from Railway to Canal 
at Portariington ... 13053, 13135^7 
Eggs, see Dairy Produce. 

Ellis’s Cut ; 

Connection with main road to Lurgan needed, 
and Canal connertion preferred, H. Skilling- 
ton, F.. W. Pollock 16916-23, 16934, 16944-7, 

16952-62 

Cost of haulage from Kinnego Cut, F. W. 

Pdlock 16912-5, 16942-3 

Junction of Lough Neagh and Lagan Cana!, 

F. W. Polloch 16902-3 

ToUage on Lagan Canal from Belfast, F. W. 

Pdlock 16937-8 

Elng^land: 

Canale, comparison with Irish, 17. Field - 13435 

Causes operating against Irish trade with, J. 

A.F.Aspinall 20416 

North-west coast, cost ot transport of feeding 
stuffs to, from Ireland, F. L. Heyn - - 15834 

Shipping direct from any port in, to Cappo- 
quin desired, J. Stanley • - - 25971-2 

Eanell, Lough, proposed junction of Grand and 
Royal canals viil, D. Sherlock - - - 21747-51 

Enniskillen : 

C'otmeotion with, important, J. Corr • - 16132 

Question of development of traffic to, Earl 
of Eme, W. M. Clow, J. Smith, E. Plews 

16422, 16471-3, 16788, 16817-9, 16S64, 21120-4 


Railway to Dundalk, Government loan made 

ro, E. Plews 21228 

Railway rates complained of, Earl of Erne - 16399 
Ruoning off of water from lake near, Earl 

■i Frne 16404 

Steamers on Ulster Canal, o/ - 16399 
Traffic exclusively by Railway, Earl of Erne 1G510 
Upper and lower Eme district tapped by 
Railway to, Sir C. H. PlwikeU - - - 14023 


Chairman, see Dundas, James. 

Evidence on behalf of, aee Eme, The 
Rt Hon. the Earl of - - . 16398-16520 

Report of Joint Committee of Fermanagh 
County Council and - - - . 15390 

Enniskillen and Bundoran Railway, expenditure 
on, more beneficial than expenditure on Canal 
would have been, II. Plemt - - . . 21207 

Ennisteaugue, see Inistiogoe. 

ERNE. THE RT. HON. THE EARL OF, K.P., 
Cliairman, Fermanagh County Council and 
representative of Enniskillen Urban District 

Council : 16398-16520 

Ballinamouis and Ballyconnjsll Canal: 


Condition 16470-^0 

Famine relief work on. 1847 - • - 16476 

Re-opening only of local advantage and 


not considered very important - 
Ballyshannon harbour 

16431-S 
- 16424 

Canals : 


Continental, comparison with 
Private enterprise, failure of 
Question of return on - 
Tolls approved .... 
Co-operation among farmers 

16491-3 
- 16495 
16494-5 
16503^ 
16618-20 

Enniskillen : 


Railway rates complained of 
Traffic exclusively by Railway 

• 16399 
■ 16510 

Erne, Lottoh: 


Control question . - . . 

16412-7 


Expenditure on navigation and drainage 16418-9 
Meintennneo of levoh .... 16517 
Running off of water by Drainage Board 
and suggestions re - 16404-11, 16485-90 

Traffic probabilities - • 10421-5, 16483-4 

Evidence referred to, H. Plews • -21179, 21229 

Government control advocated, and question 
of maintenance and local contributions 

16439-60, 16481-2, 16497-501 
Great Northern Railway, no competition with 16505 
TiUage, development question - - 16436-8 

Ti'ade development hindered by exorbitant 
rent 16503 

Ulster Canal : 

Improvements : 

Advocated 16426-30, 164I1.J-9, 16474-7. 

16463^ 

Benefits expected, 16404, 16471-3, 16498 
16546-7 

Steamers on, history of proceedings • 16399 
Reference, J. Smith 16664 


Erne, lougli ; 

Amalgamation with certain other watei'ways, 
and State control advocated, J. Smith 10880-2 
Canal to Ballinamoro, failure of, •/. Barton 1737i4-l 
Canal to Blaokwator River, aee Ulster Canal. 

Canal to Leitrim, see Ballinamore and Bally- 
connell Canal. 

Control question, Earl of Erne - • 16412-7 

Dratnaoe Board : 

Scheme of, for connection of entrances of 
Ulster and Ballinamore Cinals, J. 

MrNaUy 15622-4 

Scheme for cutting from entrance of 
Ulster Canal, J. JlfcNoHy - - - 156» 

Expenditure on navigation and drainage, 

Earl of Eme - . - . - 16418-9 

Free disoiiarge of floods prevented at outlet, 

>Sir A. Binnie « 

Levels maintained, Earl of Eme - - 

Navigable down to Belleek, J. Smith - • 1685® 

Navigation on, constructed since 1831, 0. A. 

Stevenson .138 
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Questions- 

Eine, Lough— 

Question re development of tillage, Earl of 

Erne 16436-S 

Runninz ofi of -water by Drainage Board and 

suggestions re, Earl of Erne 16404-11, 16486-90 
Satisfactory waterway connecting with Loagh 
Neagh and Belfast -would be beneficial, F. L. 

Beyn • ■ ■ ' ‘ ’ ' 

no Trade on, in spite of expenditure, H. j 

Traffic probabilities, Earl of Erne - 16421-.6, 16483-4 

UtsTER Canal to Clones : 

Lenzth, and unnavigable for 20 years, J . 

Smith 16852-3 

Openk^ up of, important, J. Smith 


Ulster Canal from, to T^ugb Neagh con- 
structed since 1831, G- A. Stewenson - - 136 

Upper, navigation easy, TF. J*. de F. Xone - 15948 Fermanagh 

Upper and Lower, district tapped by Railway, County 

Sir H. C. Plunkett 14023 Clia 


Questions. 

PEELY. T. B,— conf. 

Steabane Canal ; 

Boats and size question - ■ 16366-7 

Bridges .... 16368-9, 16396-7 
Complaints made to Duke of .ibereom 16360-1 
Improvements suggested, estimate, etc. 16364-5 
Maintenance and control • - 10354-8 

O^vnersbip question - - 16350-3, 16357-9 

Profit - 16362-3 

Tolls, proceedings, re • • - 16350-3 

Traffic : 

Possibilities after improvement - 10386 

Tonnage and receipts twenty-five 

years c^o 16357 

Transfer to Derry Harbour Board not 

advocated , . . - - 16374 

Ratos on Donegal Railway and payment to 

traders of Strabane - - - 16347-9, 16385 


Fi-ne, Lough, Navigation: 

Connection with Shannon would not benefit 
Grand Canal, Q. Tough . . . - 

Particulars re, M. P. O'Brien 
Power of Board of Works over, G. A. Steveu’ 


Erne River, suggested pumping from, into upper 
part of Ulster Canal, J. Smith ... - 16808 

Exchequer, rent, to, by Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany, G- A. Stevenson 148-9 

Exchequer Loan Commissioners: 

Advance towards construction of Ulster 

Canal, H. Flews 21079 

Ulster Canal taken possession of by, and 

leased to other people, H. Plews ■ 21080-2 

FAIR, RICHARD B., representative of Belfast 

Chamber of Commerce : - - - 15583-16616 

Belfast : 

Canal to Limerick, traffic question • 15596-8 

Coast-wise traffic with Limerick - 16559-60 

Inland water traffic and question of 

increase - • - 15685-93. 15610-1 

Canals ; 

Carrying by controlling authori-ty and 
private traders advocated • - - 15609 

Enlargement of some, and completion of 
connections with lakes and rivers advo- 
cated 15584 

Improvements, local contributions advo- 
cated 15604-6 

Linking up, early return on expenditure 

not expected 15601 

Heavy traffic should be taken by Canals, 
light, by Railways - - ' ’ . 15607-8 

Railway and Canal carriage per ton per mile 

^ 15614-6 

Tillaze. fostering of, would increase Canal 
traffic - - • • - 16689-97, 15611 

Transit question bound up with cultivation 

of the land and better education - 16602-3 

Ulster Canal, disadvantages for grain traffic 15612-3 
Fee, Mr., failure of certain industries of. Dr. 

CfRyan, IF. P. O'Neill • - - 13563, 21313 

Feeding Stuffs = 

Canal Teaffic : 

Blackwater River, H. C. F. Stuart 

26940-1, 26943 

Question re development of, F. L. Heyn 15837 
Railway and Canal rates, J. McNaUy - 15148, 16671 
Sea transport rates, F. L. Heyn - - 15834-6 

PEELY. T. B., Clerk of Strabane Urban District 

Council : - - - 16347-9, 16360-74, 16385-97 

Derry Bridge - - - - - - 

Derry Harbour Board jurisdiction, etc. 16370-3 
Evidence referred to. Colonel BaUlie - - 1664S 

Foyle River - - - - - 16387-95 


County CouNctL : 

14023 Cliairman, see Erne, The Right Hon. The 

Earl of 16398-16520 

Report of Joint Committee of Ennis- 
killen Urban District Council and - 16393 

Tillage not found profitable, H. Plews - - 21149 

TnSo pto=p.ot,, H. Pl,», - 21118-21, 31342-3 

1.52-3 Femoy; 

Impossibility of carrying improvement bo 
lAflfla River Blackwater up to, J- Stanley ■ - 25882 

Outlet to Cork by rail, J. Stanley - - - 25922 

Rail caitiage from Cappoquin would be 
148-9 much shorter than from Cork, J. Stanley • 25922 

Trade might be taken, to, if facilities for 
bringing vessels to Cappoquin were made, 

01079 J- Stanley - - - - - 25922 

^ Fermoy and Lismore Railway, question re profit, 

21080-2 

FIELD, WILLIAM, SLP. for St. Patciok’s Divi- 
Dublin, Chairman of Transit Com- 
mittee of the Irish Industrial De-velopment 
Association, and President of the Irish 
15596-8 Cattle Traders and Stock Owners’ Assooia- 

5559-60 tion : 13428-13454 

Agreement between Grand Canal and Great 
15610-1 Southern and Western RaalwayCompanies, 

opinion, etc., re - • - - 13436-8 

Commercial Bills diffioultto getpassed 13440, 13456 
15609 Canals : 

E Comparison with the Continent and 

England 13436 

15584 Control, board constituted of members 

of certain local bodies suggested 13440, 

15604-6 13441, 13460-2 

Killing of traffic • - . • 13436-7 

15601 Nationalisation advocated . - • 13435 

National resumption considered just - 13433 
16607-8 Public Trust on lines of Mr. Barran’a 

Bill, suggested . - - - 13438-9 

15614-6 Improved transit system necessary - - 13436 

1 Irish Cattle Traders’ and .Stock Owners’ As- 

7, 15611 sociation, business of - - • ■ 13464 

I Railway rates complained of • - 13463-4 

Royal Canal: 

15612-d Board of Trade Enquiry, 1894, extracts 

from Major-General Hutebinaon’s 

3, 21313 Report -13430-2 

Broadstone Branch, attempted closing 13431 
Constructed by Irish Parliament - - 13431 

ImproTOments not carried out in order 

to preserve all traffic totheRailway - 13434 
•1, 26943 Mud and weeds complained of - - 13431 

ft' 15837 Policy of Railway Company - _ - 13431 

48 16671 State interference question 1343o,. 13441-9 

15834-6 Wharfage and warehousing accommoda- 
tion complained of - • - - 13431 

Transit conditions, revolutionisation neoes- 

16385-97 sary 13429 

Finnea, connection of Boyne and Shannon Navi- 
16648 gabion? would benefit, Q. de B. Ball - - 169a4 

16387-95 Fireclay, Canal traffic statistics, J. Corr - » 16172 
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INDEX : 


Indue to 
Siridmee. 


Quc.iiicms. 

Fishguard and Rosslare Route; 

Question re traffic of dairy produce to South 
Wales, H. C. F. Stuart - - - 26948-9 

Railways forming part of, J. Stanley • - 25917 

Fitzgerald, Vesey, K.C., Memorandum re powers 
of Board of Works over Inland Navigations 
lianded in, Stevenson - - . • 140 

{Appendix 2, Statement 1) 

FLANAGAN, JOHN JOSEPH, boat owner on 

Grand Canal : .... 13008-13040 

Grand Canal: 

Boats, draught of, and need of dredging 

13016, 13018 

Cleansing of, necessary - - - 13040 

Condition bad as regards deansing 13013-4 
Locks : 

Dues complained of - 13034, 13038-9 

Repairs necessary - - -13032-3 

Harbours, etc., in bad repair, and getting 

worse 13010-20 

Improvements : 

Financial difficulty - • 13022-4 

Stopping of dividends for, would be 

advantageous . - . . 13025 

Locks : 

Condition bad, and new required 13026-7 
Keepers should attend to look 
duties only .... 13028-9 

Toils: 

Complained of, and instance of loss 

of traffic from - • - 13030-1 

Fixing of, advocated - - . 1.3040 

Tonnage restrictions .... 13021 
Water, supplies should be kept clean 13010-8 
State control advocated - - . 13035-C 

Flax : 

Railway and Canal rates, J. McNaUy • 15671 
Traffic on Strabane CanaJ, possibilities, 

J. OcAhoun 16610 

Fleming, Mr., steamer between Shannon and 
Royal Canal, IF. P. O’Neill • - . 12401-2 

Fletcher, Mr., Board of Works, report re 
Royal CMial, 0. A. Stevenson . . . 14846 

Flour, see under Grain. 

Porigha, Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Tatlow 12264-5 
Fowl, possibilities of traffic on Strabane Canal, 

J. Calhoun 16610 


Foyle Navigation: 

Boats brought to mouth of, by tug steamer, 

P. McMenamin 16276 

Commencement of scheme, Q. A. Stevenson 128 
Control, P. McMenamin, J. Toner, E. Smyth, 

16318-22, 1G273-4, 16567 
Dredging needed, P. Smyth - - 16568-9 

Former use of, T. B, Bedy - - - 16387-95 

Impossibility of using, as a waterway, P. 

Smyth ....... 26563 

Jurisdiction, etc., of Derry Harbour Board, 

T. B. Fedy 16370-3 

Londonderry Harbour Commissioners duties 

T. B. Fedy 16354r-7 

Tideway, J. Toner, R. Smyth - 16317, 16662 

Foyle River, proceedings for improvement of dis- 
tricts drained by, 1715, and non-canying out 
of, G. A. Stevenson 211 


France: 

Brittany, Canal, Str A. Btnnie - 21602 

E^enditure on canal system, IF. PreZd - - 13436 

Seine River, )S^ d. Pinnie - . . . 21602 

“ Francis Street Quay,” scheme for wall from 
Honan’s Quay, B. F. Morony - . 15039-46 


Galway : 

Canal from Ballinaaloe would be anoroved 
G.deB. Ban . - . . . 

Coasting service approved by some neonle in. 

G.deB. Ball . . . _ f ^ 

Payment by ship enterinar, with coal O 
deB.Ball. - - . . . ; 


17010 

17029 

17046 


Galway -cont. 6 “es(ioin. 

Portion of cost of Lough Corrib Navigation 
works charged to. Prof. Totonsend • . 27174 

Question re value of linking of, to BalMnasloe 

«?• ’l26644 

Steamer to Cong formerly, J. Perry . 17250.1 

Traffic towards, on Lough Corrib Navigation 
would increase %vith more suitable boats 

J. Perry -17260-1 

no Water eommrrnioation with Northern 
Lough, Lough Mark, IF. PfeotH - . 24370 

Wooden steamer started by people of, J. 

' 17252-^ 


Galway County ; 

Bridges over Lough Corrib Navigation, bad 
condition of, and icpaiis and rebuilding 
necessary, J. Perry ■ - . . 17271-5 

County Council (formerly Grand Jury), ap- 
pointment of trustees of Lough Corrib Navi- 
gation by, Prof. Tovmaml - . I 7177-80 

Drainage Award, 1859 : 

Area over wlricli expense of Lough 
Corrib Navigatdoir was to be chargecl 

according to 17245 

Regulation of Lough Corrib Navigation 
levels under, Prof. Townsend ■ - 17230 

Expected attitude re i-ebuilding of Lough 
Conib Navigation bridges, J. Perry 17278, 17294-6 
Expenses of Lough Conib Navigation should 
be charged to certain baronies in, not to 
County, J. Perry .... I 7243-6 

Portion of cost of Lough Corrib Navigation 
works charged to, Prof. Townsend - - 17174 

Surveyor, see Perry, James - - 17235-17296 

Galway, County of the town of, maintenance 
expenses of Lough Corrib Navigation should be 
partly ciiarged to, according to award, J. Perry 17242-5 
Galway Electrio Company, reference, J. Perry • 17238 

Gamble, Mr. : 

Excavations recommended by, in Lower 
Bann (Sir A. Binnie’s report). Major J. A. 

Torrens 15736 

Estimate for certain alterations of Lower 
Bann Navigation, Sir A. Binnie 21448, 21597 


Garrycastle, Barony of, contribution to Ciiard and 


Banagher Railway, S. Egan - - - . 13069 

Garston, timber exported from Youghal, G. P. 

Carroll 26122 


Gemany : 

Canal system, IF. Field .... 13435 
Luneberger Heido, peat moss works, D. 

Sherlock 21739 

Gill, Mr., reference, T. P. Nooney .... 13923 
Glanrye River : 

Government aid in deeijouing desired, T. 

Irwin 17422, 17465-7 

Improvement of, would have been more 
beneficial than improvement of Ne\Try 
Ship Canal, etc., iF. . - - 17421-7 

Glasgow : 

Coal traffic to Dublin and Limerick, A. IF. 

Shaw 14438-42 

Coasting trade with Coleraine, Major J. A. 

Torrens 15719- 

Difficulty of getting coal fi-om, on Strabane 

Canal, J. Toner 16310 

Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, M. 

P. O’Brien ..... 13194-6 

{Appendix 3, Slatemenl 1) 

Sea traffic bet-ween Belfast and' Limerick 
by steamers for, .4 . IF. Shaw • - 14361-3 

Glasgow and South Western Railway, price paid 
for coal, R. Morrison .... - 21399 

Glenstall Mill, improvement referred toj Sir A. 

Binnie - 21438- 

Glyp River, proceedings for improvement of 
districts drained by, 1715,. 6 .. A,. Stevenson - 
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Questions. 

flOODBODY, MARCUS, President of Dublin 

Chamber of Commerce : ■ - 17463-17503 

Arrangement between Grand Canal and 
Great Southern and Western Railway 

objected to 17490-2 

Canals: 

Freedom from tolls objected to - 17469 

Tolls, present system objected to • -17498-9 

Government control advocated and sugges- 
tions 17403-503 

Grand Canal: 

Control by Government Department 
advocated - - • • - 17481-6 

Dredging and repairs necessary - 17470-3 

Harbours in bad condition and accom- 
modation insufficient - • -17470-1 

Suggestion that Government should 
maintain and charge tolls, but not 
carry . . . - . 17460-8 

Importance of cheap transit and of Canals as 
cheek on Railways - . - - 17487-9 

Royal Canal : 

Accommodation insufficient - ■ - 17471 

Control by Government Department 

advocated 17481-6 

Question re, in case of State control of 

Railways 17475-7 

Should be put into working order and 
taken from Midland Great Western 
Railway Company . - • - 17474 

Goolding’s Works, Dublin, manure traffic from, on 
Grand Canal, G. Tough . - - - 12784-5 

Graigue-na-Managh ; 

Blasting, Q. Tough 12645-6 

no Toll on River Suir from Clonmel, E. A. 

SackeU 14235-7 


Grain : 

Canals built out of boimties on importation 

of, A. W. Shaw 14528 

Canal rates and tolls, S. C. Cope, H. Egan, 

J. P. Macguire, H. Lejroy, W. F. de V. Kane 
12964-9, 13002-3, 13079-88, 13187-8, 13260, 
15334-9, 15929 

Canal Traffic : 

Advantage of, W. M. Glow • - - 16744 

Blaekwater, River, J. Stanley, H. C. V. 

Stuart - - 26055, 26940, 26942, 26946 

Boyne Navigation, L. Donegan, P. J. 

ilacQuUlan - - • 17136, 26340 

Bride River, H, 0. F. Stuart • • - 26942 

Coalisland Canal, iJ. B. Fair - - • 15597 

Grand Canal, H. Egan, J. A. Hannon, 

G Tough 13096-100, 13359, 13394-402, 
32761-61 

Lagan Canal, W. M. Rea, R. B. Fair 15488, 15597 
Ninety-ton boat more economical than 
60-ton, TF. M. Clow - - - - 16746 

on Royal Canal and Midland Great 
Western Railway, /. Tartou) 12134-6,12186-93 
Roval Canal, reason for non use of, TF. P. 

O'Neill 12337 

Suir Rh’er, J. Phelan - 26261, 26264. 26267 

Ulster Canal, R. E. Fair • 16597, 15612 

Disadvantages of lack of proper connection 
between Shannon and Port of Limerick to 
r trade. A. W. Shaw - - • • 14415, 14421 

Exported by the South of Ireland Waggon 
and Wheel Company, J. Stanley • • 26855 

Flour: 

Canal rates between certain places, 

if. P. O'Brien 13194 

(Appendix 3, Statement 1) 
Railway and Canal rates. Captain Ouffe, 

TF. B. Rea, J. ifciVaKw, J. Smith - 14573, 
14636-7, 15448. 15671, 16872, 16889-91 

Oats : 

River Blackwater traffic, B. G. V. Stuart 

26106, 26107. 26945 


Quesliona. Index to 

Grain— cou-<. Evidene e. 

Oats — coni. 

Importation into Belfast, 1904, 1905, F. 

L. Heyn 15827 

Improved water communication would 
develop growing of, F. L. Heyn - 15827-9 

Railway and Canal rates, J. Cdlhoun, 

P. J. MacQuillan - - 16603, 20343 

Traffic : 

Grand Canal, G. Tough - - • 12556-7 

Strabane Canal, possibilities, J. Colhoun - 16610 
on Suir Navigation, probable increase 

after improvement, T. P. Morrissey 13674-9 
Railway and Canal rates, J. Colhoun, W. M. 

Clow 16603, 16743-4 . 

Reason for need of quick delivery to mills, J. 

Hanrwn 13411-2 

Traffic to Dublin, method, TF. P. O'Neill -12390-3 
Wheat and Maize : 

Import of, to Limerick floating dock, 
distribution, and advantage of better 
communication with vShannon, H. F. 

Morony 15098-105 

Rates on Grand Canal and Great Southern 
and Western Railway Company, J. A. 

Hannon - - - 13380—93, 13418—20 

Traffic : 

on Coalisland Canal, JJ. /. Green - 16674 

on Grand Canal, J. A. Hannon 13352-8 
to Portadown, TF. M. Clow - - 16720 

on Strabane Canal, f?. Smyth • 10534-7 

Traffic expected if Ulster Canal were re- 
paired, o/ Prne • - • 16409-11 

Granard, Connection of Boyne and Shannon would 

benefit, G. de B. Ball . . - - - 16994 


Grand Canal : 

Abandonment of Barrow would not injure, 

Sir A. Binnie ----- 21619-20 

Accommodation insufficient, M. Goodhody - 17471 
Administration fairly good, H. Egan - - 13^3 

not much Agriculture on banks, G. Tough • 12536 
Approach from the liffey, no serious com- 
plaint, G. Tough .... 12788-91 

Bad condition, TF. TFaifacs . - - - 17506 

Balls Bridge, G. Tough - - • 12770-1 

no Board of Trade Inquiries, G. Tough - - 12854 

Boats : 

Draught of, and dredging needed, D. 

A. Hunter, J. J. Flanagan • 12863-75, 13015 
Draught and Tonnage, Q. Tough, J. 

ConneU . - - - 12468,12899-903 

Number, etc., G. Tough - ■ 12545-51 

Question of value of difierent shape re- 
quiring less draught, 0. Tough - 12662-3 

Reduction and restriction of loads, Q. 

Tough, J. J. Flanagan, J. A. Hannon 

12605-6. 12615-20, 13021, 13405-7. 13662 
Tonnage, former and present, T. Hayes , . 

M. MuMery - 12911—4, 12923-7 

Boos : 

Mileage, cultivation of, and repairs on 

account of, G. Tough - - 12338—44 

Obstacle to enlargement, G. Tough 12582-3 
Branches and reference, M. P. O'Brien, Sir 
H. 0. Plunkett . - - - 13204, 14052 

Bridges : 

Alterations needed, H. Egan 13133-9. 13146-9 
Defects of, obstacles to road traffic, and 
moveable bridges suggested, H. Egan 

13049-52 

Drawbridges, suggestion re, H. Egan 13120-1 
Obstruction caused by, D. Sherlock 21725, 21762 
Btb Traders : 

Account of, and number, G. H. Bingham 13341-4 
Boats sometimes hired by Company, 

Q. Tough 12695 

Rates and comparison with Company's, 

G. Tough, J. 'A. Hannon 

12464. 12694, 12726-30, 13391-3 
Reason for small number of, TF. WaRace 17-507-8 
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INDEX : 


Index to 
Evidetice. 


Qiieetions. 


Grand Canal— con^. 


Capital and shares, 0. TotnjJt 
Carriers, O. Tough, TT. F. deV. Kane 


12443-C, 15935^0, 15943 


Carrying fay owners approved and other 
traders to be permitted, E. Hayden ■ 13285-8 

Centre niece of any general Canal scheme, (?. 

Tovgh . . - - - • 12C83-5 

Cleansing of, necessary, J .J .Flanagan 13013-4, 13040 


CoMPAirr: 


Advance of money to, for improvements 
would be in conformity with precedent. 

Q. Tough 12678 

Agreement with Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company : 

Abolition, traffic would increase if 
same arrangements were entered 
into as before, O. Tough • - 32762 

Account of, Q. Tough 12447-67,12473-87, 
12696-712, 12730-2, 12738-55, 12832-U, 
32641-6, 32051^, 32659-62, 32696- 
700, 32708-9, 3271S-9, 32742-7, 32763-5. 
Agreement like, to be guarded 
against in case of proposed Canal 
from Kilkenny to Inistiogue, 

Caft. Cwffe ... - 14582 

Cause, Q. Tough 32047-51, 32663-7 
32702, 32746 

Decrease of Kilkenny markets since, 

P. Kennedy .... 14593 
ESect on rates, J. A. Hannon, E. J. 

Long - 13380-93, 13418-20, 16266-7 

Increase of rates since, and examples 

handed in, Capt. Guf}t - 145-12-59 

Objected to, Jlf. Goo^body - 17490-2 

Opinion and remarks re, W. Field 13436-8 
not Submitted to Railway and 
Canal Commissioners or sanc- 
tioned by Parliament and ques- 
tion re safeguarding of public 
interests. G. Tough ■ - 32668-79 

Arrangement with Jlidland Great Wes- 
tern Railway Company : 

Particular re. G. Tough - 32666-6, 

32684-91, 32718-9 
not Submitted to Railway and 
Canal Commissioners or sanc- 
tioned by Pai'liament and ques- 
tion re safeguarding of public 
interests, Q. Tough ■ - 32868-79 

Barrow Navigation acquired by, about 

1902, TF. 0. Haughlon ■ ■ ■ 32580 

as Carriers : 

Approved, H.Egan,Sir H.C. PiuJiie/i 13068, 
14066, 14160 

Competition with Dublin, Wicklow, 
Wexford and Midland Great 
Western Railway, G. Tough 12488-501 
Only carriers between certain places, 

Q. Tough 12818 

no Obligation, Q. Tough 32639, 32733-4 

and Opening of new industrieo, D. Sher- 
lock 21762 

Opening of station by, at Strokestown 
would be advantageoas, J. P. Mao- 

guire 13240 

Rates, examples, Jlf. P. O'Brien - 13194-6 

(Afpendix 3, Staimient II.) 
Regular service. Sir C. H. Plunkett - 14053 
Sending of boats by, to Carrick-on-Suir, 

B’. F. de V. Kane .... 15924 
Steamers of, could proceed to the Erne, if 
Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Naviga- 
tion were re-opened, M. P. O’Brien - 13204 
Tolls charged to, on Shannon : 

Complained of, G. Towp/t, H. Egan, 

G. R. Bingham 12602-9, 12837-48, 13071, 
13616-8 

Explanation, Q. A. Stevenaon 14883-90, 
14906-7 


21714 


Grand Canal— rom'. 

Company — mnl. 

ToEs charged to, etc. — cont. 

Rebate on porter allowed, and 
reason for discontinuance, (J. A. 
Stevenaon - 

Trader’s wishes not complied with by,D. 

Sherlock 21757-6Q 

Traffici cm Suir Navigation, J. E. Gruh’> ■ 138(^ 
Complaints re condition, delays caused by 
men resting, not condition of Canal, (?. 

Tough - - ^ 32798 

Condition of. Sir H. C. Plunkett, D. Sherlock 

14057-8, 217224 

Connection with Gaiwny would ho approved, 

G. de B. Ball 170j() 

Connections, cpication re value of, and of im- 
proving connecting Canals, 0. Tough 12648-59 
Connections with the soa, H. Egan - . 1305^ 

Cohthol : 

Central, advocated, D. Sherlock 
Combination of national and local, 
approved, E. Haijden 13282-3, 13829 

by Government Department advocated, 

Jkf. Goodbody - - • 17481-6, 17493-603 

by Great Southern and Western Railway, 
effect on rates, E. J. Long - - 15256-7 

Coat of maintenance, 0. Tough, G. de B. 

Ball 12772-3, 17021 

Could bo more used, W. Wallace - - 17504 

State advocated, H. Egan, J. A. Hannon, 

W. Wallace - - - 13134, 13379, 17504 

Dtsefening : 

would be Advantage :5iw, but difficulty of 
dredging in hog disti-iots, 0. Tough 12607-13 
Question of bogs, H. Egan - - 13058-9 

Requii’ed and opinion as to depth, H. 

Egan, J. A. Hannon ■ 13065-7, 13377 
Depth, Q. Tough, J. Corm.eU, H. Egan, Dr. 
O'Ryan 12584-6, 12696-604, 12899-903, 

13133-4, 13563, 32798 
Dividends, Q. .4. Stevenson, G. Tough 176, 12686- 
-91, 12074-62, 12688-91, 12792, 12795-7 

Docks : 

Condition of, and arrangements for boats 
should be repaii’ed, J. J. Flanagan 130^-3 
no Facilities provided, D. A. Hunter - 12889 
Dues, and complaint, D. A. Hunter, J. J. 

Flanagan ■ ■ 12886-8, 13038, 13034 

Mr. Hunter’s evidence confirmed, J. 
Connell ...... 12908 

Memorial from Ti'odcra re repair and dues p. -0 
Repair needed, D. A. Hunter 12884-6, 12890 
Repair question, G. Tough - ■ 12632-6 

Repaii' and roofing over necessary, M. 

Mullery 12938-9 

Reply to complaints re, Q. Tough - 32788-90 

Dominated by Groat Southern and Western 
Railway, A. W. Shaio . . - - 14345 

Draught of Royal Canal groator tlian that of, 

TF. R. O'Neill 12400 

Deiu>uino : 

Complaints, opmion re, G. Tough 

Discontinuance, D. Sherlock - - • 21722 

Neecaaary, D. A. Hunter, J. Oonndl, M. 
Miillery, J. A. Hanno7i, J. J. Flanagan, 

M. Goodbody 12803-76, 12904, 12923-^0, 
13015, 13018, 13405-7, 17470-3 
Pi’oceadings, G. Tough 12587, 12621-2, 12809-U, 


Want of, J. A. Hannon - 
Expenditure on, not justified, Q. Tough 


.13405-7 
124124, 
12713 

Facilities for interchange of traffic with Rail- ^ 
way requiied, H. Egan . - - - 

Failure of certain industries owing to con- 
dition of. Dr. O'Ryan 
Financial position good, J, A. Hannon 
“ Fly-boat,” Sir &. C. Plunkett - 
Former schemes for connection with Cwtle- 
comer coalfields referred to, and quMtion of 
value, A. M. Burden - • 14678, 146924 


13053 


14055 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


Questions. 

Brand Caiial-'-'«”<- 

rjenevftl Manager, see Tough, George 12406-12854, 
.^2637-32812 

Government gi-ant liSSl 

in HancU of Great Southern and western 
Railway, E. J. Long lolt>6 

H-iEEOTOS, ETC. : 

in Rad repair and getting worse, J. J ■ 

FImHigan .... 13019-20 

Co3idition had, 21. Go ulbodi/ ■ • 17470 • 

Hauhisie, mechanical, desii-ed to increase 

speed, II. Delancji - - • - 13958-9 

History of, G. -4. Stevemoii . - • - 124-5 

Grants received from State. G. .-1. Stevenson 243 
Imnoi'tance and success of, and outlets. Sir 
H. C. Plunkett ■ - - 14042-6, 14215 

Improvement of comuumication with. 

Limerick Harlionr needed, G. Tough - 32804-7 

Lmpkovemem'3 : 

\dvoeatcd, S. 0. Copf. Sir H. C. Plunkett 

12971-3, 14130 

Financial difficulty. I. -I. Flanagan 13022-4 
of Guoge advocated and local contribu- 
tion question, H. Dclaneti 1394S-65, 13958—9 
Local contributions : 

Approved, S. C. Cope • - _ 12974-5 

not Expected except towards bridges, 

H. Egan - ■ ■ 130G0-3, 13127-S 

Stopping of dividends for, would be ad- 
vantageous, J. J. Flanagan • - 13025 

Junctions proposed with Royal Canal, D. 

Sherlock 21747-51 

Kilgarvan Quav, construction and effect of, 

H. Delanei/ • - 13947-62, 13955-<, 13973 

Larger gauge desirable, T. L. Heyn - - 15857 

Lareer loads w'ould be advantageous, J. A. 

Hannon 13370-8 

Lie-byes, complaint rc, groundless, as no 
longer needed, G. Tough - - - - 32784 

Linking of, with Royal Canal and Shannon 
Xavigntionnot advocated, C.H. HitijAani. 13511— 5 

Loadisg and tjnloadiko Faciutjes : 

in Good order with exception of certain 
used by bye-traders, G. Tough - ■ 32791 

Inadeouate, 3. Egan, D. Slierloock 

13160-5, 21720-9 

Locks : 

Condition bad and new required, J. J. 

Flanagan - 13026-7 

Delay caused by, 3. Egan - • 13046-7 

Depth on sill. 11’. F. de V. Kane - - 15913 

Keepers : 

Complaint of non • attendance to 
duties by, T. Bayes, M. Mullery, J . 

J. Flanagan - 12915, 12931, 13028-9 
Houses, D. A. Bunter^ • - 12893-4 

Impossibility of keeping man con- 
tinually at lock, but no cause 
for complaint, G. Tough - - 32(86 

Memorial irom traders re attention 

to duty - • - . - «/•'«'■ 12854 

Needof attending to lock duties only, 

D. A. Buntcr, J. Conndl 12876-82, 
12892, 12S9S 

Length, M. P. O'Brien ■ ■ - 13204 

Management, no complaint of. 3. Egan 13048 
Men attending to, G. Tough - 
Number, 6. A. Stevenson - ■ * 

-Memorial from traders re. depth - - P" "? 

Malting trade one of largest on, 3- Egan • 130(8 
Jlflline trade on, i nd improvement, 0. Tough 

® 12566, 12774-6 

Motor connection with Castledermot, question 
of, S. 0. Cope - - • 12961-3, 13006-7 

Not used bv Kilkenny owing to rates. Captain 
Cuffe - . - - • - 14539-41 

and Opening of new industries, D. Sherlock 21752 


Que3tio7is. Index to 

Brand Canal-r««i'. S„Un.c o. 

Passing difficulty, but complaints exag- 
gerated, D. A. Hunter, JI. ^IiiUery, 0. 

Tough ■ - - -12873-4. 12933, 32785 

Places served by Railway and, and by Canal 

alone. Sir H. C. Plunkett - - - 14018-9 

Places traded to and traffic, G. Tough. M. P. 

O'Brie^i ... - - 12419-12. 13204 

Pooling arrangements to avoid ruinous com- 
petition within power of carriers, Q. Tough 32639 
Private Company, (?. Tough • •_ 12829-32 

Proposed Canal from Kilkenny to Iiiistiogue 
should be under same control as, CaiJain 
Cuffe • - - - - . - 

Question re effect of certain connections, 

E. Egan 13064-7 

Railway rates reduced by, G. -4. Slevmaoyi, 

S. G. Cope 260, 12987 

Rmlwav connection needed at Tiillamore, 

D. Sherioch 

Railway and sea competition, G. Tough • 1-434 
Rates and Tolls : 

Applications for reductions in vain, 

J. -4. Bannoii ... - 13255-7 

Average, before and after rate war, G. 

Tough 32692 

Benefit of proposeil Canal from Kilkeimy 
to Inistiogue dependant on reduction 
of. Captain Cuffe ... - 14643 

Coal, ilf. Mullery 12949 

Comparison with Railway, S. C. Cope 12976-8 
Complaints of, •/. J. Flanagan, H. Egan, 

3. Ddan.ey, D. Sherlock 13030-1, 13068-70, 
13096-103, 13173-83, 13972, 21738-44 
Effect of agreement with Great Southern 
and Wesb-im Railway Company on 
rates, J. A. Hannon ■ 13380-93, 13418-20 

Esamples, S. O. Cope, 3. Delaney, If. F. 

de V. Kane 12964-70. 13002-3, 13972, 15929 
Fixing of, desired, J. J. Flanagan - - 13040 

on Grain, H. Egan, O. Tough 13096-100, 

32751-61 

no Inereafie of tolls last thirteen years, 

many reduced, G. Tough ■ ■ • 32787 

Maximum not charged, G. Tough - 12631, 32<8/ 

Memorial from traders re - - - p. 20 

Publication desired, T. Hayes - - 12917 

Published at the station but should be 

put up in public place, M. Mullery 12934-7 
Published as required by law, G. Tough 32787 
with and without Railway competition, 

E. Egan - - - 13074-96, 13187-8 

Reduction or abohtion of tolls advan- 
tageous, 3. Egan ■ ~ ■ 13125-6 

Reduction advocated, T. Hayes, S. C. 

Cove, 3. Egan, J. A. Bannon 12917, 

12981, 13096-103, 13359-61, 13365-7, 

13403-4, 13413-7, 13421 
not Regularly published, and schedule 
should be put in every station, J. 
l^nnnAl ----- 12906-7 

Schedule of, 1894, Q. Tough - - ■ J2631 

on the Shannon, W. Lejroy • - 15300-7 

Through, with Railway desired, but im- 
possibility of getting, E. J. Long - 15176 
Traders could caiTy more coal with 

reduced tolls, J. Connell - - - 12905 

War and effect, Q. Tough 12456-63, 12819-28, 
12674-81, 32647-51, 32703-4 
Reason for paying, G. A. Stevenson, ■ 

Repdr needed, M. Goodbody - - J «470-4 

Revenue and expenses, 1905, G. Tough 1-686-7 
Revenue earnings and profit on carrying trade 
last half of 1906, G. Tough - - 

Silting up, G. Tough 

, Shares. W. F. de V. Kane - - - - lo911 

re,«,ed at M.g»er. «. 

Suggestion that Government should maintain 
charge tolls but not carry, M. Good- 

; body 17466-8 

2N 
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INDEX : 


Indez to 


Q-Mstions. 

G-raiid Caaal— co«<. 

Through booking arrangement with Water- 
ford, Limerick, and Western, and Water- 
ford and Central Railways, G. Tough 

32049, 32689-90 

Tioknevin Harbour, depths of water, T. 

Qayts ~ 12916 

Time taken from Dublin to Limerick, 0. 

Tough 32812 

Tonnage, Q. Tough, M. P. O'Brien, J. A. 
Hannon, Sir S. C. Plunkett ■ 12812, 12815-7, 
13204. 13408, 14119 

Towpaths : 

no Complaint heard, M. Goodbodij - - 17472 

Increase advocated, M. Mvllery - • 12933 

Traders, memorial to Commission - - p. 20 


Agricultural, and '■o-operntion among 
farmers would benefit, H. Egan, H. 

Ddaneu - • • 13110-3, 13968-71 

Briclis, H. Egan - 13114-6 

to Carrick-on-Shannon, G. Tough - 1276S-9 

Cattle, given up owing to not being 
profitable, Q. Tough - 12607-73, 12813-4 

Coal : 

Account of, and proceedii^ re, Q. Tough, 

O. H. Bingham 124C9-7S, 12666-701, 
13534-40, 32738-41 
no Complaints as to facilities, etc., 

except on Barrow portion 13459-69, 13482 
Diversion to Railway complained of, 
and not caused by tolls, If'. W<ji- 
lace, G. Tough 1750a, 32792, 32800-3 
32799 

Mr. Haughton’s evidence re Com- 
pany's proceedings refuted, G. 

Tough .... 32793-7 

Interference with carriage of malt, 

G. Tough .... 32778-80 

Loading and unloading method, 

and advantage over railway, 0. 

H. Bingham - - 13470-3, 13478-9 

Tonnage, G. Tough ■ ■ - 32777 

Tonnage from Messrs. Tedcastle, 

McCormick ' & C‘o., C. H. Bing- 
ham • - - • . - 13474-5 

“Chop,” H. Egan, .... 13119 
Classes of goods, ST. . . . 1311Q 

Grain, X A. ifannon. • - . 13394r402 

Hides and leather, preference given to 
Railway and reason, E. J. Long 

15161-75, 16272-4 

to Limerick, and connection between 
Shannon Xavigation and Limerick 
harbour would be advantageous, Q. 

Tough 12495-526 

Malt, and oare needed, G. Tough, H. 

Egan - 12528-35, 13161-7, 32778-80 

Manure, G. Tough - - 12558-62, 12784-7 

Ma-ximiun load, O. .4. Steve^ison - . 216 

Oats, G. Tough .... 12556-7 

Obstacles to greater use, E. J. Long - 16163 
Odium, Messrs. W. P. & R., D. A. Htciaer 

12856-60 

Peat, TT. P. O'Neill, B. Egan, Sir E. 

0. Plunkett 12289, 13116-8, 13138, 14009 
Porter, G. Tough, E. J. Long 

\24A2,, 12506, 12523-7, 12798-803, 15200 
Reduced rates would increase, J. A. 

Hannon - 13359-61, 13365-7, 13413-7 

on Shannon, iLf. P. O'Brien, G. Tough 

13264, 32811 

Slowness of, an obstacle, H. Egan, J. A. 

Hannon 13046, 13304 

Stout, Sir E. C. Plunkett • . 14034-6 

Taken by Railway, T. ifoyes - . - 12918 

Timber, 0. Tough - - - 12566, 12660-1 

Turf for fuel, and improvement of CH.ri n. 1 
for, would probably not benefit public, 

^ough 12668-77 

Wheat and maize, J. A. Hannon ■ 13362-8 


Orand Canal-«»!. 

Traffic pxi>ected fiom plaora on, on proposed 
(.'anal fi-om Kilkenny to Inistiogue, Caplah, 

■ ■ u» 

no Tuimols, G. Tough .... 126SP..3 

Turning places choked up, D. Sherlock - 2l72j^ 

Understanduig with Midland Great Western 
Railway re rates, G. Tough . . 

Use of Railway instead of, S. 0. Cope • PS80-fli 
Warehouse accommodation complained of F 
field ■ - . - - . ’ ; „ai 

Water SurcLV : 

Condition, O. .4. .V/ercjisoa, 0. Tough 
^ , , , 287, 12T59..S'> 

Division of loads on account of shortness 
of, in dry weather, J. A. 'Hannon 13363, 133J5 
Dry porinds, G. Tough - - . 32S(^ 

Good gonorally, G. Tough - . . i2g^ 

Insufficient in the summer, H. Egan . 13345 
Last year oxcopiioual, (?. Tough - 32781.-3 

Reductions of tonnage, Q. Tough - I26l5-2(| 

Roundwood Reservoir, 0. Tough - 1284it.53 

Sources, and question of value of im- 
pounding, G. Tough - . . 127564 

Supplies should be kept clean, J. J. 
Flanagan .... 13315^ 

Weeds, G. Tough, D-. O'E'/iin - I27G3-4, 13563 

Work by, on Shannon approved, F. L. Hegn 15885-6 
see also Barrow River .... 132]^ 
Granny Perry, Suir River, to Carrick old bridge 
under jurisdiction of Suir River Navigation 
Company, J. E. Onthh - - 13707, 13717,13824 

Grass Seed : 

Railway and Canal rntes, .7. MoNallg, F. IT. 

Pollock 15671, 16934 

Tbafeic : 

Coalislond Canal, J. Coor 16145-7, IGIfij-i 
Lagan Canal, F. II'. Pollock - 16924-5 

Gravel = 

Cost of carriage on Royal Canal, J. TaSow - 12093 
Great (Central Railway of England, payment 


for coal, A. W. Shme 


I43S6-: 


Great Northern Railway of Ireland : 

.\ri-aagemeut with tnidere on Lagan Navig.i- 
tion, but not uith Ckimpany, H. Plews 2121341, 
2128S, 21296-7 

no Competition with, Earl of Erne - - 16505 

Competition vrith Boyne Navigation and 
Ulste]' Canal, and elfoet, O. A. Stemison, 

IF. R. Rea, U. Plau'i 

2.>6-7. 15559-71, 15578, 211C1, 2116C 
Connection with iMidhmd Great Western R'il- 
way by Light Railway, G. A. S,evenson ■ 14929 
Maintenance of Ulster C^anal important on 
account of, IF. J17. Cloio - • - 16806-8 

Effect of Lagan Navigation, H. Plews 

21216-8, 21267-8 

General Manager, sec Plows, Henry 21077-213^ 
Loans and guai'antecs to, H. Plews 21228, 21279 
Places served by Canals also served by, Sir 

H. 0. Plunkett 

Purchase of .Donegal Railway by, and result, 
J.Toncr.T.B.Fcdti - • - 16375-85 

and Railway from Newrv Port to Annagh, E. 

Greer ...... 21694-9 

Rates : 

Ckimparison with Caual, J. Smith, P. J- 
MacQuillan - 16871-7, 16S89-91. 26343 

Effected by Canal, .7. B. Gunning-Hoore, 
ir. M. Claw . - - 1C059, 16748-5o 

Example.^, TF. R. Rea, J. Toner, J- 
Smith, G. de B. Ball, W. M. Clow, H. 

Plews 15448-9, 15486-7, 16344-6, 167^ 
16871-7, 16880-91, 16975-6, 2U» 
a.s Low as combined sea and (Hanoi rates 
would be satisfactorv, P. J- 

'll - 26383 

Quiilan 

Same servicffi covered by, as by 
rates, P. J. MacQuillan 


26367-76 
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Questions. 

Great Northera Eailway o: Ireland- -coni. 

Rebate and reduction to Strabane, J. Toner 1634^G 
Siut'^estion re third line, E. Greer - _ - ■ 21713 

Traffic between Belfast and Limerick. H. 

21200-4 

Traffic between Drogheda and Navan slight, 
p J. MacQtiiUan - - • - 26367-8 

References to Company, J. .McNally, J. Toner 

lobiO, loioo 

Great Sonthein and W estern Railway : 

Agreement utth Grand Canal Company : 

Abolition, Canal traffic would increase 
if same arrangements were entered 
into as before, 0 Tovyh ■ - • 32762 

ieeount and explanation, G. Totigk 
12447-07, 124T3-S7, 1269R-712, 12730-2. 

12738-55. 12833-6, 32641-6, 32696-700, 

SO708— c) 32763-.^, 32661-4, 32659-62, 

32718-9. 32742-7 

Agreement like, to be guarded .igainst in 
case of proposed i.'anal from Kilkenny 
to Inistiogue, Captain Cuffe - - 14582 

Cause, G. Tough 32647-51, 32663-7, 32702, 
32745 

Decrease of ICilkenuy markets since, P. 

Kennedy • • ‘ 

Efiect on rates. J. A. Eamion. E. J. Long 

13380-93, 13418-20, 15256-7 
Increase of Canal rates since, and ex- 
amples banded in, Captain Cu§e 14542-54 
Objected to, M. Gaodhody ■ ■ 17490-2 

Opinion and remarks re, W. Fidd 13430-8 
not Submitted to Railway and Canal 
Commissioners or sanctioned by Parlia- 
ment and questions re safeguarding 
of public interests, G. Tmigh • 32668-79 

•iiualgamation mth Waterfoi-d and Central 
Ireland Railway, Grand Canal not used oy 
Kilkenny since, Cnpfff/H Cn^e • 14543-7 

Coal rate between Dublin and Maryborough, 

C.H. Bingham - ' ' ' 

Coal waggons provided, C. H. Bingham - 134/3 

Competition with Grand Canal, G. - m35 

Effect of Kilgarvan Quay on rates, H. Ddaney 13948 
Facilities for interchange of traffic with Grand 

Canalrequired, if. Sffoa ■ • • ' 130°^ 

Grand Canal dominated by, -4.TF. Shaw, E.J - 

Long 14345, lol9G 

History of amalgamation 
effect, A. TF. Shaw - - 14523-7. 14644-8 

Monopoly inKilkeunydistrictandconsequent 
highr^tes - - - • ■ - 

Rate war with Grand Canal and effect, G. 

Tough 12456-63, 12674-81, 12819-28. 

Railways amalgamated with, J ■ ' 35910 

Rates i-educed by Canal competition, G. A. 


Sleve7iso7i • • \ ' 

Refusal to extend line to Limerick Port, 
Shaw - - ■ ■ _ ■ 

Size of coal waggons, 0. if. Bingham 
Reference, J. Tailow ■ 
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.4. IF. 

-14423, 14463 
. 13504 
- 12132 


GREERr-conf. E 

Edwabd.'J.P.— ctuU. 

Newry ; 

Harbour improvement scheme • 1880, 

21700-4, 21719 

Opinion re proj)osed Railway to 

Tynan and suggestion 21706-10, 21713-6 
Port, Customs more than at Belfast 

100 years ago . - - - 21649 

Newrv Kavisration from Portadown, con- 
dition 21681 

Newry Ship Canal - - - 21661-6, 21718 

Railway from Newry Port to Arm.-igh, 
history of, and failure owing to Great 
Northern Railway Company’s proceed- 
ings 21694-9 

Ulster Canal : 

Condition not very satisfactory - 21680 
Improvement needed . . - 21711 

Newry traffic formerly and decline 21666-79 

Robert James: 16672-16688 

Coalisland Canal : 

Agricultural traffic - - - 16673-86 

Improvement, important to agri- 
culturists 16685 

Tolls complained of - - - 16087 

Griffith : 

John P., reporton visit to Kilkenny - • 14536 

Sir Rt chard: 

Award made by, 1859, J. B. Ginmuig- 

Moore - - ■ 16046-7, 16072, 16100 

ReportreLower BannNavigationWorka, 

Sir A. Binnie 21438 

Questions. 

Groceries, Railway and Canal rates, J. McNally, 

J. Colhoun ... - 15671. 16603, 16620-3 

GRUBB. J. ERNIS, Chairman of County Council of 
South Riding of Tipperary, representative 
of Carrick-on-Suir Urban. Council and 
Manaffing Owner of the Suir Steam Naviga- 
tion Company: . - - • 13699-13903 

{Appendix 6) 

Canals : 

Central (National) State management 

with local Advisory Boards • • 13810 

approved. State, advocated - • 13903 

Improvements by State necessary, im- 
possible by local taxation - • 13810 

Carrick-on-Suir, proportion and classes of 

traffic carried to, and from, by water 13792-6 
<Jarrick-on-Suir Ship Canal authorised 1836, 

and description _ 13725-8 

Distinction between River Suir Navigation 
Company and Soir Steam Navigation 

Company 13702 

Evidence referred to .... 2629w 

Sdib Navigation : 

Agricultural traffic and need of improve- 
ment of navigation . - - - 13810 

Bed of 13867 


Green, Mr.; 

Boats owned by, on Lagan Canal, F. 11. 

p , ■' ... 16906 

Compkinta r*e Lagan Canal. F. TF. 

Referaices, E. SkiUingion, - - 16942. l®®^! 

Greenore, London and North Western Railway 
Company works carried out at, and service 
Holyhead J. Barton. E. Greer - 17311. 216ao-^^. 

Groenore and Newry Railway, see Newry and 
Greenore Railway. 

GREER : 

J.P.. 21644-21719 

CaRUNGFORD LonOH : nTo-n o 

Description - - ' * ^ o?a-4^n 

Harbour, improvements and result 
Evidence of Sir A. Binnie not agreed with 1 1- 
Lagan Canal, diversion of traffic from 2168--93 


Boats : 

Engaged on inland navigation, stat- 
istics re 13808 

Sizes, tonnage, etc. - 13734—46, 13751-5, 

13S23 

Bridges, no obstruction as a rule and no 

alteration necessary - - - 13865-6 

Canalisation question 13836-8, 13810, 13868 
Carrick to Clonmel : 

Chain haulage : 

Advantageous - - 13761-2, 13810 

Cost of hauler would be re- 
duced by - - - * 13878 

Importance of, and suggestion re . 

provision and maintenance 13846-8 
Mechanical necess.iry - - 13762 

Condition of current - - - 13717 

no Control - - - 13717, 13826-7 

Cost of traction - - 13758, 13877 
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INDEX S 


hidei, to Questions. 

Evidence. GRUBB, J. ERNIS—cont. Guinaess, Messrs. : 


QWiJlOIM. 


Sura Navigation — cont 
Boats — cont. 

Decrease of traffic and impoi'taaae 
to Clonmel of river being im- 
proved .... 13801-3 

Fall - - - - 13717, 13772-3 

Improvements : 

Carried out by Tipperary County 
Council • - - 13861-4 

Contributions to, and toll qura- 
tion .... 13887-93 

Question re effect on traffic 13879-83 
Question of expense and local 
contributions - • 13833-47 

by Tipperary Grand Jury 
and County Council - 13708-18 

Towpath, maintenance - - • 13717 

Contributions from Tipperary - 13717, 13810 

Description 13717 

Fishery interests not injured by . . 13808 

Floods and stoppages and cost of transit 
would be reduced by prevention of 13761-2 
Improvements : 

Applications made to Board of 

Works for, but witliont result 13804-6 
Expenditure on, and grants towards 13808 
Expenditure question - - - 13784 

Local oonti'ibution question - - 13894 

State aid question - • - 13895-8 

Toll question .... 13899-902 

Air. Kiilaly’a report referred to and 
quoted .... 13764, 13770-6 

Navigable tributaries - • . 13748-51 

Navigation methods - - - 13752-9 

Mr. Oliver’s report, 1902, referred to 
and quoted .... 13777-83 

Places served by 13747 

Rapids, lessening of and deepening would 
be advantageous . . 13760, 13859-60 

Rates : 

Down, less than up, • - - 13886 

Timber .... 13884-5 

Scheme for connection with Shannon 

approved of • • . - 13808-10 

Sea-going vessels — statistics handed in 13807-8 

Shallows ; 

Deepening advantageous - 13760-2 

Reforming after regulation improb- 
able 13868 

no Silt except in one place - • 13869 

Spur weirs 13764-9, 13770, 13774, 13788-91, 
13859-60 

Stoppages by floods • . . 13849-51 

Straightness of - - - • 13786-7 

Straightening of bends and curing of 
rapids would be advantageous, and 
cost question .... 13839-47 

Tidal, boats, size, draft and tonnage 13717, 
13729, 13731-46 

Tideway 13717 

Tonnage 13899-901 

Traffic : 

Nature of ... . '13792-3 

Statistics and information required, 

1380S, 13811-21, 13828-32 
Value of, to Candcb-on-Suir aud Clonmel 

13797-800 

Waterford — Carrick-on-Suir, tolls -13864-7 
Suir River Navigation Company, account of, 
jurisdiction, etc. 13703-8, 13717, 13726-6, 13791, 
13824-5 

Suir Steam Navigation Company, account of. 

traffic, etc. - - • 13718-20, 13872-6 

References, T. P. Morrissey, E. .4. Hackett, 

J. Phelan 13625, 13630, 13647, 13653, 13684, 
14263, 26286 

Grubb, John, & Son, principal of, see Grubb, J. 

Emia 13699-13903 

Guilford, served by Newry Canal, J. Barion - 17305 


Malt traffic to, on Canal only, 0. Tough, H 
Egan, Sir H. 0. Plunkett 12633, 13166-7 lini, 
Reference. W. Field 


GUNNING-MOORE, J. B., Member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Upper Bann Navigation 
and Reprosentative of County Council of 

I0012-1SU, 

(Appsnitt U) 

Bann Navigation : 

Lower : 

Control aud maintenance . 1G023-30 

Nob worth keeping open - 10049-50 

Public quays .... 
Traffic .... 10031^ 

Upper : 

Control and maintenance 16016-22, 18070-4 
Map handed in - - . 16014-5 

Quay, havboui’s, etc. . . 16036-41 

Rating of districts for maintenance 
of - - - • 16045-7, 16043-4 

Receipts and expenditure last seven 
years .... 

Traffic .... 16051-2 

Canals : 

Local councils as carriers objected to 

16075-6, 16090-7 

Local Government advocated - - 18069 

Navigation rate : 

Advocated, bub Railway Companies 
should be exempt • • 16065-8 

Should be submitted to • - 16000-2 

Question of value of developing - 16068-61 

CoaMand Canal .... 16023-6 

no Complaints as to management of Lagan 

and Coalisland C'anals .... igigo 

Coolabo%vn Canal advocated and probable 
rates .... 1C078-S8, 161134 

no Interchange of ti'affic between Railway 
and Canals in district - - - 1810D-H 

Neagh, Lough : 

Controlling airthorities • • - 16100 

Dredging and depth - - . -16102-7 

Lowering of summer level never asked 

for 16108 

One control advocated and traffic de- 
velopment question • - • 16053-6 

Newport Trench wharf - - - 16098-0 

Ulster Canal, enlargement needed - - 16057 


H.ACKETT, EDWARD AUGU8TUS, .Member 
of Institution of CHvil Engineers, and 
County Surveyor of (..'ouuty of Tipperary 
(South Riding): - - - 14222-14337 

SoiB Navigation : 


Canalisation coasideivcl too expensive 14267*6 

Carrick to Clonmel, tonnage and class 
of traffic .... 14251-5. 14335-7 
Cormeetion with Barrow, importance of - 14235 
no Contribution from Waterford, Water- 
fold County or Kilkenny County 14234, 
14307-9 


Deepening .... 14272-3, 14281 

Defects 14357 

Depth and width .... 1-^39-40 

Effect on Railway rates - - • 

Extension to Limerick, impracticable 14288-9 
risheries, value of, and question of effect 
of improvements - 14272-80, 14291-8 

Flash Weirs : 

Drawbacks and bad condition of 

14241-4, 14257 

Suggested by Mr. Killaly and opinion 
re . . - . 14259, 14269-70 
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Qu&stions- 

HACKETT, EDWARD AUGUSTUS — eont. 

SuiB Navigation — co»A 
Haulage t 

Chain or rope advocated 14261-3, 14328-34 
Cost of present system and question 
re application of saving by 
mechanical haulage towards im- 
provements - - - 14282-4 

Moving rope advocated by Mr. 

Oliver, and estimates - 14261, 14264-6 

Right of, on both sides 14226-8, 14310-4 
Hauling trackway, condition of • - 14245 

Improvements : 

Estimate 

Financial questioii - - * . 

Question ra contribution from Tip- 
pemry South Riding County 

Luncil - - - 14290, 14327-8 

Mr. ICillaly’s schem<» • - - 14258-9 

Mr Oliver’s opinion • - 14260-1, 14264 

Powers re 14226-30 

Proceedings of Tipperary South Riding 
County Council re, and expenditure 14231-3 
Shoals, proposed part removal and im- 
provement . - - - 1430O-6 

Stoppages from high and low water - 14246-8f ) 

Tia™.y ■ - - - - 

Toll free portion - - - - ' 

Tonnage possible - • - 14238, 14316-20 

Towpatb.eto., expenditure by Tipperary 
South Riding County Council - 14321-6 

Trackway rights - - - - 14-99 301 

SANNON. JOHN A., flour miller, of the 

Messrs. H. Hannon & Sons s - - 13350-13427 

Grain, reason for need of quick delivery g 

mills 

Grand Canal : 

Agreement with Great Southern and 

W»tc„ „3_,„ 

Dredging, want of- 

Financial position good - - • 

Lai-ger loads would be 
and deepening of Canal required 1337U-8 

Bates: . . . 

Applications for reductions m vam 
Reduction advocated 

Splitting up of loads on, 

Stltf coSl or management advocated lg79 

Tonnage possible to Mageney - - 

^^r^ 13394r402 

Increase expected with reduction of 


Quesfiofts. 

HAUGHTON, WILLIAM JOHN : - - 32576-32636 

Baubow Navigation : 

Abandonment objected to and improve- 
ment desired ... - 32615-22 

Coal Traffic : 

Boat load and reduction of cargo 
cn mile necossarv in dry years 

32599-809, 32612 

Difficulties made by Grand Canal 
Company, result and particulars 
re rates 32578-8$, 32010, 32027-36. 32625 
Facilities - - - - 

One horse sufficient - • - 326-4 

Condition - • - - 32596-9^,32611 

Current ■ 

Dredging and removal of obstructions^ 

needed 

Dredging by Grand Canal Company - 3^619 
Carlow, coal traffic by Railway, ineon- 

yenicocet ge»3-5 

Evidence referred to - - - 

Tonnage of business per year - - • 3-6-0 

Hannon’s Mills, reference, G. Tongh - ■ ■ 3276U 


Index to 
Evidenee. 


Hay: 

Export of, not important. Sir C. S. Plunkelt 14100-3 
Railway and Canal rates, J. Mc^aliy - - 156d 

HAYDEN, EDWARD, representative of Kildare 

County Council : - - * • 1327--133i-3 

Barrow River : 

Agricultm-al traffic on, i’. Railway 

need of storage at Mageney - 13 l93-3-3 

Storage accommodaton needed and ques- 
tion of local contribution - - l3i,(/-83 

Gr-and Canal : 

Carrying by owners approved, and other 

traders should be permitted - 132S5-8 

Combination of national and local con- 
trol approved - • - 

Land farmed by 

Mageney : 


Goods station needed 
Railway and Canal of little use 


10274-S 

13274-5 


13413-7 

13364-0 

13352—8 

13422-4 


rates 

Slowness of, an obstacle 
Wheat and maize - - * ' 

Trade of Messrs. Hannon & Sons - 

'Hannon, Messrs. H. & Sons : 

Trade, J. A. Hannon - - - 

Traffic on Grand Canal, J. A. Hannan • 

Harhonrs and Ports . 

Defective condition of, and conatituti<m of 
Boards objected to, and suggestion, G. 

H, Bait ~ , •I’ _ 

Question re representation of 


12915 
12917 

12917 

12918 

12916 

12914 


13422-4 

13352-8 


Question re repreaentauon oi i7ini_10 

Board of Control for Canals, G. de B. Ball 17101 lU 
Smaller, should be preserved, Major J. --i- 
Torrens 

Hardware, oompasrison of Railway and Canal ^ 
rates, P. J. MacQuillan - - ' * 

Harmmi, Colonel King, see King -Hannan, Colonel. 


HAYES, THOMAS, senior, boatorvner, Gr^d 

Canal: 

Evidence referred to 

Grand Canal: „ i:>rm_i 

Boats, tonnage decrease and loss of time 1-911-4 
Look-keepers, complaint against non- 

attention to lock duties - ■ 

Reduced tolls would increase boat traffic 
Tolls, publication desired 
Traffic taken by Railway 
Tiebnevin Harbour, depths of water 
Hazelhatch, time taken on journey from Dublin 
on Grand Canal, formerly and now, T. Hayes - 
Eeadiord, trafflo to, on Lough Corrib Navigation _ 
Projeseor Townsend ■ - * 17194, i/— / 

Head Line steamers, F. L. Head - - • 15804-5 

Heavy Goods: 

Canals siiitible and preferred for, Sir H. C. 

Phinke't A. TT. Sham, R. B. Fair, IF. A. 
bZi J Corr ■ • 14003, 14375-91. 14491-5, 

Best, J. oorr 16139-10 

Carriage would be eheaiier on improved C^ak 

than on Railways for long distances, i>. A. 

Free navigation would be advantageous for, 

E. J. Long - • ' 

Question re value of Canals for taking, 

Railways, Sir A. Rinme • - * -looiS-A 

Railway Company would lir.d :t diflicult to 
compete with Canal for long distances, 
Ca,&mOul^ 
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Questions, 

HEYN, FREDERICK L., Ex-President of tlie 
Belfast Cliaaibor of Commerce, Harboar 
C>>maiiBsioneT for tbe Port, etc. - l.)796-908 
BalliDamore and Bdlyconnell Canal, ^esll^ci- 
tation would be advantageous 16815-20, 15887-9G 
Belfast : 

Railway traffic and rates not complained 

of 15823 

Through communication to Limerick, 

works necessary ... 15894-8 

Boats of, if. PZeJcs - - - 2120G, 21157-8 

Camais : 

Boats, larger, not advocated at present 16854-G 
Cbmmericol control with, control of 
central body and possibly Government 
nominees - - - 15831-3, 16868-9 

Improvement : 

Heavy traffic could be taken cheaper 
than on Railways for long dis- 
tances .... 16824-5 

Local contribution question • 15821-2 

Rates, comparison with Railway - 15870-2 

Traffic, question of development 

15837-45, 15873-7, 15809-908 

Coasting trade 15878-9 

Evidence referred to, H. Plews - - 21167-8 

Feeding stuffs, sea transport rates - 15834-6 

Grtmd Canal, larger qua;^ desirable - - 15857 

Head Line steamers • - • 15804-5, 15881-2 

Holland, Canal rates from .... 15853 
Laqajt Caitai, 5 

Boats, size question - - - 16813-4 

Dredging of, approaches from Belfast - 15891 
Fairly satisfactory and a benefit to the 

trade of Belfast 15616 

Mechanical haulage desired - - - 15811 

Water supply, improvement would bo 

beneficial 15810-1 

Motoi-s V. Canals 16862-7 

Neagh, Lough, steam tug .... 15880 
Satisfactory waterway connecting Lough 
Neagh and Belfast with Lough Erne would 

be beueficial 15S12 

Tillage, improved water communication 
would develop .... 15826-30 

Ulsteb Casal : 

Boats, opinion « size - - . 15892-3 

Improvements advocated 15812-3, 15887-90 
Ulster Steamship Company .... 15803 
Heyn, G. & Sons, Managers of Ulster Steamship 
Co., Ltd., and owners of Head Line steamers, 
partner, ««« Heyn, Frederick L. - • 15796-15908 

HICKEY, T., member of Athy Urban District 

Council; 17536-17552 

Babrow RrvBE ; 

Bad condition of, and dredging, etc., 

needed 17539-42 

Condition and traffic at Athy 17539, 17543, 
17551-2 

Drainage scheme advocated - . . I7544 

Former traffic 17543 

Hack boat, owners, lack of facilities to, 
complained of - - - . 17646-SO 

National control advocated - - 17511 5 


Hides : 

Canal between Belfast and Limerick would 

benefit traffic, E. J. Long - • 15185, 16276-84 

Railway preferred to Canal for carriage of. and 

reason, E. J. Long .... 15161-70 

Railway and Canal rates, E. J. Long - 15166-70 


(A'p'ptndix 


, Statement 


Highlaird Railway, price paid for coal, R. Morrison 21399 
Hill of Down, traffic goes to, on Royal Canal, J. 

Tatloio 12242 

Holland : 

Rates, F. L. Heyn .... 15853 

System. II . Field 13435 

Peat imported from, H. Egan, T. L. Heyn 

13139-40, 15840-2 


Holland, Sir Wilbain, reference, R. Smith 


Qv-esliont. 
• I6535 


Holmes, LorvI Justice, opinion requested re ap- 
pointment of special enginoov to Royal Canal 
Board of Control, O. A. Stevenson - . . 


Holyhead, service with Greenore, E. Greer 21655-6, 21660. 
Home Office, i»wers re Irish Inland Navigation 

G. A. Stevenson - 142 

Honan’s Quay: 

Reclamation schenre at, H. V. Morony 15039-45, 
Refei’onco, H. V. Morony - - . . 15011 

Hudson River, Canada, corn rate vid J. P, 
Maeguire 1320 Q. 


HUNTER, DUNCAN A., ropi-Mcntative of firm of 

Messre. W. P. & 11. Odium : • . 12855-94 

Gbakd Canal : 

Doclcs : 

Uiioa 12866 - 8 , 

no Facilities provided - - . 12889' 

Repairs needed • - 12884-5, 12890 

Di-odging needed .... 12863-75. 

Locklceepeiu : 

Houses 12893-4 

Need of, attending to lock duties only 

12876-82, 12892' 

Odium. Messrs., traffic on Grand Canal - 12856-00' 


Hutchinson’s, Major-General, report on Royal 

Canal quoted and referreil to - 12362-3, 13430-2 
13446, 13492, 13931, 14769, 14813, 14845’ 
1039.8, 17515, 21314, 21316, 21318 


Industries : 

Benefit to he derived from effective com- 
munication between Kilkenny and tho sea, 
Gaftlain Oufje ■ - - 14561-7<), 14032-4' 

Cheaper carrying required for progress of, T. 

P. Morrissey 13681 

Encouragement of, inland needed, J. McNaUy 15652; 
Eapausion and reasons for expected. Sir H. 0. 

Plunkett 14156-9 

Progress hlocked by high carrying rates, M. P. 

O’Brien 13194 

State control of Canals would encourage, J. J. 

Flanagan 13036. 

Traffic rates should be reduced, R. Smyth - 16538 

Inistiogue : 

Pine waterway from the sea, control, traffic, 
etc., A. M. Burden .... 14722-31 

Old canal to Kilkenny, condition of, Rtfort 
of Members of Royal Commission, A. M. 

Burden 145^6, 14680-1. 

Pboposed Canal to Kilkenny : 

Agreement with Railway Company like 
that of Grand Canal to bo guarded 
against, Captain Caffe - - - 14682' 

Benefits, and traffic expected, A. M. 

Burden, P. Kennedy, Captain Cuffe ■ 14684,. 

14698-628, 14632^, 14672, 14709 
Benefits dependent on reduction of 
Grand Canal rates. Captain Oitffe • 14643 
Control, opinion re, - 14583-91 

Controlling authority should be carrying 
authority. Captain Cuffe - - - 14581 

Estimates and financial arrangements, 

P. Kennedy .... 14741-54 

Goods that could be carried cheaper on, 
than on Railway, Captain Cuffe • -14677-8 

Local contributions probable, Captain 

Cv.ffe 14680. 

Need for, and advantage - - - 14636 

Population to be served by. Captain 

Cu^e 14579- 

Proposed rate to Waterford, P. Kennedy 

14751-8: 

Question of extension to coalfields, P. 
Kennedy, A. M. Burden 14606-8, 14673-9, 
14682-4 

Question of self-propelled boats, A. M. 

Burden .... 14710-22, 14732-4 
Route alternatives, A. jlf. B-urden - • 14653- 
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Inistiogue— 

Peoposed Canal to KiLEEinrr — cent. 


Questions. 


Scheme, explanation of, and estimate 
iJepori of members of Royal Commission, 

A. M. Burden 14636, 14653-71, 14686-90, 
14696-708, 14710-22, 14732-4 
State aid, subject to local contribution or 
guarantee, advocated - - - - 14536 

if State would advance funds, Kilkenny 
and district would take shave in under- 
taking - 14536 

Waterway fi-om KOkenny to Inistiogue did 
not reach. Captain Cuffe . - - - 14668 

Inny Drainage Scheme • • • 16992, 17069-70 


Questions, Index to 
Evidence. 

Iveagh-Pirrie scheme, faUure of, etc., Sir H. L. .. 

Plunkett, G. A. Stevenson, Sir A. Binnie 14132, 14171-2, 

14935, 2154^ 


KANE, W. F. 0E VISNES : - • - 15909-15948 

BaUinamore and Ballyconnell Canal, resusci- 
tation questimi ... - 15922-4 

Canais : 

Carrying by Company not o ^ ning Canal, 
advocated 159. 5 

Local contribution question - ■ 15926-7 

Single national control advocated 15930 


Complete waterway from Belfast to Limerick 

would be advantageous 15913, 15924, 15948 


Institution of Civil Engineers, Members and 
Associate Members : 

Aspinall, John Audley Frederick - - 20399-474 

Barton, James 17299-393 

Hackett, Edward Augustus - - - 14222-337 

Morony, H. V. - - - • 14936-16156 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Vice-Presi- 
dent, see -Aspinall, John Audley Frederick 20399-474 

Irish Cattle Ti-aders and Stock Owners Asso- 
ciation : 

Business of, W. Field - • - • - 13464 

President, see Field, William - • - 13428-13464 

Msh Church Surplus Fund, sum for building pbrs 
and harbours allotted from, under Act of 1883, 

Q. A. Stevenson 14846 

Irish Industrial Development Association, Transit 
Committee, Chairman, see Field. William, M.P. 

13428-54 


-Irish Parliament : 

Extract from Minutes read with a view to 
giving a precedent for a grant of public 
money for carr3dng out a local improve- 
ment, argument re, J. Stanley ■ • 25974-8 

Geants : 

to River Blaokwater, J. Stanley, 0. P. 

Gawoll 25878, 25995-6, 26045-6, 25880, 
26163, 26181 

to Suit improvements, J. E. Qriibb 13717, 13808 
Eoyal Canal constructed by, IF. Field - - 13431 

Resolutions from Journal quoted, J . Stanley 

25878-80 

Irish I mes. letters to, by Mr. T. W. Crossley, 

quoted. Jf. F. O’Rriea 13204 


Iron: 

Imported by the South of Ireland Waggon 

and Wheel Company, J. Stanley - - 26860 

Railway and Canal rates, M. P. O'Brien 13194-6 
(Appendix 3, StaUmenl ! .) 


IRWIN, THOMAS, Chairman of Newry Port and 

Harbour Trust : ... 17394-1/462 

•Canals, importanceof connection with ports 17452-4 
Evidence referred to, E. Oreer - _ ■ 21706-7 

'Glanrye River, Government aid in deepening, 

desLd 17422, 17455-7 

•Newby : 

Light Railway project, and postpone- 
ment until formation of Port and Har- 
bour Tmst - - - 17395-405, 17429-30 

Traffic with Belfast - - - -17444-51 


•Newby Navigation : _ _ _ 

Decrease of population in district • 1/437—40 

Financial position - - ■ 17432-3, 17436 

Formation of. reasons and proceedings 

17395-417, 17421 

in Good order 17443 

Improvement of Ship Canal, etc., but 
improvement of Glanrye River would 
have been more beneficial ■ • 17421-7 


-Newby Pobt and Habboue Tetjst : 
Capital, etc. - - • • 

Constitution of, and approval- 
Tanderagee - • * ' 

-Reference, J. Barton - 


17458-62 
17418-20 
17441-2 
- 17333 


Grand Canal ; 

Carriers .... 15925-40, 16945 

Shares - 15911 

Railway and Canal rates - - • 15927-9 

Ulsteb C-anal : 

Disadvantage of lack of regular service 15941 
Locks, size and opinion re - - • 15913 

Tonnage of boats ... 15919-21 

Traffic, development question 13943, 13948 
Water supply, defects, and suggested 

improvement . . - • 15914-8 

KAVANAGH, MYLES, boat owner. Royal Canal; 

17509-17535 

Evidence referred to , .... 21368 

Royal Canal : 

Board of Control, dredging needed 17513-4 
17627, 17530-2 

Dry docks, charge for, and lack of facilities 

complained of - - - 17522-3 

Newcomen Look Drawbridge, limitation 
of time for passing through, com- 
plained of - 17314 

Provisions in Bill of 1877 - - - 17615 

Selling and taking of water complained 

of 17515 

Storage, increase needed - ■ - 17533 

Tolls, complaint re .... 17524 
Towpaths, bad condition of, and results 17516-9 
Spencer Dock : 

Limitation of time for passmg lock com- 
plained of and su^estions 17510-1, 

17528-9, 17533-5 
Want of wharfage complained of - 17512 
State control advocated and suggestions re 17525-7 
Keady Light Railway, see Newry, Keady and 
Tynan Light Railway. 

KE.4NE : 

Sir Richard, reference- .... 25847 
Mr., reference, J. Stanley . - . - 26000 

Kells, Railway projected to Mullingar, G. de B. 

BaU - - . . - - 17007-8 

KENNEDY, PATRICK, B.A., Kilkenny Town 
Councillor and Secretary of the Kilkenny 
Industrial Development -Association: 14592, 14627, 
14629-14641, 14649-14652, 14740-14754 
Castlecomer coalfields, particulars and possi- 
bilities re transit rates 

14602-30, 14639-40, 14650-52 

Kilkenny : 

Exceisive Railway rates - • 146 3-7 

Markets, practically non-existent 14392^ 
Population and decrease - - 14695-7 

Proposed Canal to Inistiogue : 

Bagenalstown tobacco industry 

would be helped - - - 14632-4 

Estimates and financial arrange- 
ments .... 14741-34 

Expected coal traffic • • 1459S-628 

Reference, -4. JL Rurden. - - 14698,14699 

Kennego, Lurgan, quay constructed at, J. B. 

Chtnning-Moare 10038 
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INDEX : 


Jttdix to 
Bvidcnti:. 


QueaHona. 

KENNY. ^UCIHAEL .... 2.'jS7S-26075 

BL^iCKWATER : 

Improvement : 

Bearing of expense by County Comi- 

cil, question respecting - 26057-61 

Impossibility of carrying beyond 

Cappoquin • . - , . 2588.5 

Question of taking over by the County 
Council for the benefit of the county 26010-11 
Evidence of Mr. Stanley corroborated 

25886, 25877, 26933-4 

Kew, price paid for coal at, by London and 
South Western Railway Company, if. Moniscm 

21399. 2141.2 

Kilashee, branch of Royal Canal to Longford, 

J. Talhiv 12072, 12081 

Kilbeg Pier ; 

Traffic to, on Lough Corrib Navigation, 

Prof. Totonsend 17194 

Steamer between Galway and Long called at, 

Perry 17250-1 

Storage needed at, on Lough Corrib Naviga- 
tion, J. Pr.rri/ 172G3 

Kilbeggan: 

Competition between Grand Canal and Mid- 
land Great Western Railway Ccnipaoies 
at, 6. Tough - - - ’ - . 12497-601 

Distance from Dublin, G. Tovgh - - - 32707 

Harbour on Grand Canal complained of, 

Goodbody I747O 

Proposed junction between Grand and Royal 

Canals. D. Shedock .... 21747-51 

Kilcock : . 

Cost of carriage of coal to, on Royal Canal, J. 

Tatlow - - . . '. . . ]OQ9G 

Harboui' on Royal Canal. J. Tatlow • 12254-5 

Population, J. Tatlow 12074 

no Storage on Rojml Canal, .B. 3IcKenna - 13346 

Traffic with Dublin on Royal Canal afiected 
by insufficiency of loading accommodation 
at Spencei- Dock, B. il/c£'ew?ia • . 13S42-6 

Traffic goes to, on Royal Canal. J. Tallow - 12224 

Kildare : 

County Council, repreaentalavea, see Hayden, 
Edward; McKenna, Richard 

13272-13323, 13324-13349 


Farmers’ co-operation, S. 0. Cope - ■ . 12996 

Population, decrease, J. Tallow - - . 12075 

Population served by Royal Canal, IF. P. 

12285 

Kildress Parish, Upper Banh Navigation rate, ,7. 

B. Gunning-Moore 16047 


Kilgarvan : 

Quat: 

Construction and effect of.fi’. Delaney 

13947-52, 1,3965-7, 13973 
I'lap handed in, fi. Delaney • - . 1394! 

Slowneas in sending barley to Dublin on 

Shannon complained of, fi. Defawei/ 13942-7, 13966 
Kilkeel, coasting trade, Jneift - - . . 17446 

Kilkenny : 

Bagenalstown the nearest town on an existing 
waterway having Railway communication 

with. Captain Cuffe 14538 

Benefit to ^ derived fram effective comnmni- 
oation with the sea, Captain Cuffe - 14661—70 

CastJecomor coal put on Railway at, A. iff. 


No competition with coal trade at 

Cappoquin, Btonfey . . 25987-90 

Use for mating purposes, question re, J. 

Stanley . . . 25989-90, 26074-5 

Coalfield : 

Output - 

yueation of connection with proposed 
canal from Kilkenny to Inistiogue, P. 
Kennedy, A. M. Burden 14606-8, 14673-9, 


see also Castlecomer. 


Kilkenny— QKesiioiw., 

Corpob-ation: 


■ 1458G 


Evidence on behalf of, sea Cuffe, Captain 
the Hon. Otway; O’Neill, Michael ; 
and Kennedy, Patrick, B.A. . 14.527-14 
in Favour of proposed Canal to Ini.stiog»ie 
and contribution probable, Captain 

Cuffe 

Direct communication with Dublin would 
be advantageous, A. Jf. Barden - 
Estimate of export of ale and porter, .4. M. 

Burden 14694-5 

Grand Canal not used by, Captain Cuffe 14639-47 
Inditstei.'I.l Development Associ.ation : 

Civil Engineer to tlic Executive Com- 
mittee, sec Biiidcn, A. M. - 14653-14739 

Evidence on behalf of, see Cuffe, Captain 
tho Hon. Otway ; O’Neill, Michael ; 
and Kennedy, Patrick, B.A 14537-14662 

14740-54 

in Favour of proposed Canal tolnistiogue 
and contribution i)iobablc, Cupnin 

145S0. 


Maeicbi* : 

Extingui.shed on-ing to excessive Railway 
rates and I'elief desired, Captain Cuffe 14571 
Non-existence, P. Kennedy - - 14692-4. 

Old canal to Inistiogue, condition of. Report {;, 
of mewhera of Royal Corwirdasion, A. iff. : j 
Bwden 14536, 1468-K)' 


Poor Law Board in favour of proposed Canal 
to Inistiogue and contribution probable, ' 

Captain Cuffe 14530. 

Population and decrease, P. Kennedy ■ 14595-7 

Pbcu'Osed Canal to iNLSTioauH : 

Agreement with Railway Company like 
that of Grand Canal to be guarded 
against, Captain Cuffe • - . 14582 

Benefits dependent on reduction of 
Grand Canal rates, Cajdain Cuffe • 14643- 
Benefits and traffic expected. Captain 
Cuffe, P. Kennedy, A. M. Burden 14585, 
14598-028, 14H32-4, 14672, I47(» 
Control, opinion re, Cuffe - 14583-91 

Continuing authority slmiild be cairying 
authority. Captain Cuffe - - - 14581 

Estimates and financial arrangements, 

P. Kennedy .... 14741-54- 

Goods that could bo cai'riod cheaper on, 
than on Railway, Captain Cuffe • 14577-8- 

Local contributions probable, Captain 

Cuffe 14580 

Need for, and advantage of . - 14536 

Population to be seivcd by, Captain 

Cuffe 14679 

Proposed rate to Waterford, P. Kennedy 14751-3 
Question of extonsiou to coalfields, 

P. Kennedy, .-I. jf. Burden - 14000-8, 14673^. 


Question of self-propelled boats, A. iff. 

Burden - - . 14710-22, 14732-4 

Route alternatives, .-1. M. Burden • ■ 14653 

Scheme, explanation of, and estimate; 

Report of Memhers of Royal Oommiasion, 

A. M. Burden - 14536, 14053-71, 14685-90,. 

14690-708, 14710-22, 14732-4 
State aid, subject to looal contribution 
or guarantee advocated - - • 14536 

it State would advance fund, city and 
district would take share in under- 
taking 14536 

Railway rates to and from Dublin and Water- 
foi-d, Captain Cuffe, J. Phelan 

14573, 14635-7. 26301 
Report on visit to, by Members of Commission 14536 
Trades Coinrcax : 

Evidence on behalf of, sec Cuffe, Captain 
the Hon. Otway; O'Neill, Michael ; and 
Kennedy, Patrick, B.A. - - 14527-14652 

in Favour of proposed Canal to Inistiogue 
and contribution ’probable, Captain 
Cuffe - . . _ - - 14580' 
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Questions. 

gi1VRn ny-ct)»<- 

Water carriage needed on account of higL 
rates owing to Haihvay monopoly - - 14o3(j 

Waterway to Thomastown, account and con- 
dition of, Captain Ca§e • - - 14555-GO 

Kilkenny County ; 

no Contribution to Suir Navigation. E. .-1. 

Eacleetf ■ 

County Surveyor, see Burden, Alexander 
Jlitchell, Assoc. M. Inst. C.E. 

Suir Navigation of importance to, T. P. 

Mrirrimij 13602 

giilftb alagliv Quay, coal traffic to, J. Stanley - 2C053 

Killaloe ; 

Canal to Limerick, see Shannon Navigation. 

Lockage charge between Limerick and, A. 

ir. Shaw 14393 

PaMenger steamers to Atlilone, Q. A. Sferea- 

14896-7 

Question re enlargement of Shannon locks 
below, <?. A. Stevenson - - • 14891-5 

Rate to, if Shannon locks were altered, H. 

Lefroy 15306 

Time taken by passenger steamers to Athlone, 

IF. Lefroy 15347 

Traffic on Shannon Navigation, Q. A. Steven- 
son. 254 

Killaly, John, Engineer on behalf of the Directors 
General of Inland Navigation, report-, 1821. 
re Suir Navigation referred to, and quoted, 

/ E Grubb, E. A. Sackett 13764, 13770-6, 13589, 
14258-9 

iulljunain Parish, Upper Bann Navigation rate, 

J, B. Gunning-Moore 16047 

King’s County : 

CorsTT Council : 

Chairman, see Egan, Henry - • 13041-13188 

Member, see O’Brien, HEchael Paul - 13189-13214 
{Ajrpendix 3.) 

Rates and tolls on Grand Canal and 
Railway rat® complained of, H. Egan 

13173-83 

Farmers’ oo-operation not much developed in, 

H. Egan 13111-2 

Grand Canal bridges, obstruction caused by, 

D. Sherlock 21725 

Large financial rraponsibility would not be 
undertaken by, H. Pgaa • - -13110, 13127 

XingBcourt : 

Coal rates bv Railway and Canal, C. H. Bing- 
ham, S. Morrison - - - 13499-501, 21380 

Distances from Dublin and Drogheda, 

0. de B. Ball . - - • 

Part of district would benefit from connection 
of Bo 5 me and Shannon, ff. deP. • 
Kiug-Harman, Colonel, Member of Board of 
Control, 1878, and resignation, 6. A. Stevenson - 


16973 


14845 


Kinnego Cut : 

Cost of haulage to Ellis’s Cut, F. W. Pollock 

16912-6, 169^3 

no Crane and no shelter on Lagan Canal at, 

F IF Pollock . - - - * 16935-6 

Distance to Lurgan, F. W. Pollock - - ■ 16945 

Traffic from Belfast on Lagan Canal, F. W. 

PoUock 

Kingston, maintenance of Government dredger 
in Dublin or, suggested, J. Barton 
Kirklsjid. Mr., reference 

KNOX. E. KYLE, LL.D., representative of 


Questions, [n. 

Lagan Navigation; 

Accounts kept separate from those of Ulster 

Canal, IF. R. Bea 15530 

Better loading and unloading facilities and 
distribution arrangements needed, *4. E. 

Best, H. ShilUngton - - 15975-80, 10949-50 

Boats : 

Dimensions, tonnago and draught, TF. M. 

Clow, H'. P. Rea 16720. 10779-86, 16832-5 
Newry Canal used by, IF. M. Clow - 16721 
Size question, F. L. Heyn - • 15813-4 

Tonnage, 0". R. Rea • • - 16372-3 

Ulster Canal not navigable by, O. A. 

Stevemson 209 

Cabbiers : 

Boats owned by merchants, etc., them- 
selves, H. Plews .... 21160 
Bye-traders, W. R. Rea - - - 15504 

Inland Navigation Company, TF. P. Pea 16000, 
16703, 16706-7, 16712-5 
Touting and competition question, TF. P. 

Pea 16701-5 

Canal from Portadown not advocated, TF. M. 

Clow ...... - 16760-1 

Certain excise duties used for. G. A. 

Stevenson 129, 237 

Cleaning out needed, W.M.Clow - - 16720 

Coalisland Canal should bo deepened to depth 

of, J. McNally 15636 

Company : 

Accounts of Lagan and Ulster Canals 
kept separate, IF P. Pen - - 15530 

Acquisition of Ulster Canal by, and 
terms, H. Plews ... 21093-9 

Carriers, G. A. Stevenson - - - 249 

Chairman, see Rea, William R. - 15362-582, 
16831-8 

Coalisland Canal under control of, J. B. 

Ounning-Moore, W. R. Rea 16023, 16716 
Coalisland and Ulster Canals taken over 
by, 1888, and improvements made, and 
suggested. IF. P. Rea • 13375-82, 15385, 
15510 

Control of Ulster Canal, and proceedings 
and opinion re, G. A. Stevenson, 

J. McNally - 150-1, 203, 279-80, 15625 

Dividends, TF. P. Rea - • 15382-3, 15421 

Efforts made to give more frequent 
servi:e, but advantage not sufficiently 
taken of, TF. E. Best ... 15976 
Loss on account of Ulster and Ballina- 
more Canals, IF. P. Rea, H. Plews 

15469-74, 15480, 21100-3, 21178 
Proceedings re acquisition of Ulster 

Canal, IF. P. Rea - 15392-414. 15521- 9 
ProceecUngs re Ulster Canal since 1888, 
loss to, proceedings with Board of 
Works, etc., and redress suggested, 

IF. P. Rea, H. Plews ■ 15531, 15416-63, 
15493^1. 21244MS 
Profit on three concerns, TF. P. Peo 15479-80 
Relations with Lagan Cano!, B’’. P. Rea 

16689-717 

Toll receivere, not oarriera, IF. P. Pea IdeOS-TO^ 
no Complaints as to management, J . B. 

Gunning-Moore 

Condition, IF. P. Pea - - - - _lo489-92 

Connection between Ellis’s Cut and mam 
road to Lurgan needed, and Canal conneo- 
tion preferred, R. ShUlinglon, F.W. PoUock 


. 17340 


Belfast Chamber of Commeroe : 


16580-2 


Canal from Belfast to Limerick advocated - 15581 
Reference, F. L. Heyn 15812 

336. -II. 


16916-23, 16934, 16944-7, 16052-62 
Connection with Ulster Canal, IF. P. Rea ■ 15386 
Delivery of goods not actually undertaken, 

TF. P. Peo 16707-8 

Depth of Ulster Canal should be same as that 

of, J. McNaUy - - / ' 15619-20 

and Development of traffic on Ulster Canal, 

G. A. Stevenson 20S 

Diversion of traffic fro^ 3. Greer - 21682-93 

Diridends, and cessation and reason, Q. A. 
Stevenson^ Sir M. G. Plunkett, IF. P. Rea, 

E. Plews 176, 14073, 15374. 21159 
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INDEX : 


Iixdix to 
Svidetu:i\ 


Lagan Navigation— 


Quenizons. 


Dredging needed, F. R. Pollocle, H. SlviUing- 

ton 1S908-0, 1(3949 

Effect on Great Northern Railway, II. Plows 

21210-8, 21287-8 
Extent of, and towns served by, W. R. Rea 16365 -(3 


Fairly satisfactory and a benefit to the trade 
of Belfast, F. L. Reyn - - - - 15810 

Financial position entirely due bo Ulster Canal, 

W. R. Rea 15452 

Grants received from State, now owned by 
private company of share-holders, Q. A. 

Slcvensnn 243 

Great Northern Railway have arrangements 
with traders but not with (.'ompany, H. 

Pleioa ■ ■ - 21213-5, 21288, 21290-7 

Haulage, nieohanioal, desired, F. L. Reyn • 1531 1 

History of. Cr. .4. Stevensun .... 124-(5 

Importance of, and recommendations. Sir 
S. C. Plunkell ■ • - 14073, 14130, 14214 

Lack of whai'fage aooouimodation, TF. E. 

Best 15965 

Length, M. P. O'Brien 13204 

Lighters, Tl'’. R. Rea 16548 


Locks ; 


Dimensions, Jlf. P. O'Brien, TF. R. Rea 

13204, 16832-5 

Ulster Canal locks should be same size as, 

J. Corr 16121 

Necessity of light loads complained of, F. W. 

Pollock 16905-15 

One horse only retjuired to tow a boat, W. R. 

Rea ■ .... 15641 

Places on hanks also served by Railway in 
most cases, Sir H. 0. Plunkett, F. L. Reyn 14C©3 
16812 

Profit on, TF. R. Rea 15480 

Rates, and comparison with Railway, F. IF. 

Pollock 10929-30 

Relations of Lagan Navigation Company 
with, W. R. Rea ■ - - - 16689-97 

Rent charge and Government lien on, TF. R. 

Rea 15374, 16695-7 

Rent paid to Exchequer and accoimts audited 
by Board of Works before declaration of 
di%-idends, 0. A. Stevenson - • - 148-9 

Scarcity of water sometimes in summer, IF. 

F- Beet 15986 

Summit, IF. R. Rea 1648J 

Tollage, P. IF. Pollock .... 16937-8 

Tolls and rates, G. A. Stevenson, IF. R. Rea, 

J. McNally 247. 15537-9, 15549-51), 15673 
Tonnage, Sir H. C. Plunkett .... 14119 
Trade, increase, TT. R. Rea ■ - 15477-8, 15532 

Teatpxo: 


Agricultural, TF. E. Best, J. Corr - 15954-68, 

15975-86, 16990-1, 16996. 16002, 16006-11, 
16142-9 

Belfast to Kinnego Outs and Lurgon, 

F. IF. PoUock - - . 16904, 16924-7 

Better facilities, shelters and cranes would 
increMe, F. H. Pollock • - -16935-6 

Class of, G. A. Stevenson - - . 

Coal, F. IF. Pollock - - - . I6939 

Disparity between, inward and outward, 
and attempted development of out- 
ward, TF. B. Rea ■ - - 15466-7 

Grain, R. B. Fair - - . . . 15597 

Heavy, R. Plows .... 21104-5 

Question of maintenance and increase, 

W. R. Rea - . . . 16709-U 

Statistics, jeM ending 31st ilarch, 1906, 

W. R. Rea 15368-9 

Transhipment not actuallj- necessary with 

Ulster Canal, G. A, Stevenson • . . 217 

Ulster Canal should be increased to size of, TF. 

M. Clow . - 16720, 16741-2, 16745-7, 16775-8 

16787-8, 16795-6 

Upper level, pump needed, H. Shillinglon . I6949 


Lagan Navigation— 

Watbe Supply; 

Iinprovoment needed, F. L Reyn JF 

R.Mm. w. M. a„c - mm, lusio-i, is,,, 

Insufficiency, and reasons, TF. Jf. J{ea 

Working order good, TF. R. Rea - ’ ^d53M 
Refoi-ence. G. A. Slwenium - . . ’ ^7^ 


Lagan River, Lagiv 
TF. R. Rea - 


I Canal constructed partly on, 


• 15371 


Lakes, completion of (inial connections with 
advocated, Jf. B. Fair - - . . ’ 

- loaSl 


Lancashire and Croas-Channol Steamers, 6. de B. 


17039-41 


Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway: 

General Manager, see Aspinall, John Audley 

S039M74 

Interest in Boyne Navigation, J. .4. JP. 

Aspinedl \ 

Steamboat Servicb between Liverpool 
A1.D Drogheda: 

Alterations required by at Drogheda 
Harbour and suggestions, J. A. F. 
AspinaU ■ 20452-74, 20409-28, '2044O-I 

Only regular service to Drogheda, J. A. 

F. Aspinall 

Partioulai-s re, J. A. F. Aspinall 20401-8 

^ , , , 20444-7, 20474 

Laucsborough, adaptation of Shannon to, for sea- 
going ships, suggestion re, and original schemes, 

M. P. O'Brien 13197-214 

Lanesborough, Lord, reference, J, Smith ■ . I68S4 

Laurel Vale Linen Industiy, reference, T. Irwin - 17442 
_ ,, QuesticK. 

Leather ; 

Railway and Canal ratos, M. P. O'Brien, B. J. 

Long - 13196 {Aqipendix 3, Sfatemenl 1), 

„ 15171-3 

Railway preferred from Limerick to Dublin, 

B. J. Long .... 15173-5, 15272-4 
Steamer com muni cation betivesn Belfast and 
Limerick needed for trade, E. J. Long ■ 16183 


LEFROY, HARRY, trader on tlic Shannon 

Navigation 15293-361 

Cavan and Leitrim Railway, proposed exten- 
sions not oaiTied out ... 153404 

Royal Canal, tolls .... 153344O 

Shannon Navigation: 

Improvement advocated, mid suggestions 15333. 

16369-81 

Local contribution question - - 15347-8 

Ijooks, obatocles owing to lack of uni- 
formity inaize, alteration suggested and 
efieot of it, etc. 16300-9, 18318-31, 15349-81 
Mr. Morony’s scheme for improvement of 
communication with Limerick port 
approved .... 15311-13 

Two river levels an obstacle and planking 
of weirs suggested - - 15310, 15366-7 

Water in (3anal in fair condition - • 15358 

Leitrim and Cavan Railway, see Cavan and Leitrim 
Railway. 


Leitrim : 

Canal to Lough Erne, see Ballinamore and 
Ballyoonnell Canal. 

Coalmines : 

Cormeotion with proposed Canal would 
be advantageous, IS. J. Long • - 15199 

Output 14638 

Reduced Canal ratos would benefit, E. J. 

Long 15285-94 

Small prospect of Canal traffic from, R. Plows 21242-3 
Leinster, dairying industry, increase of co-opera- 
tive methods. Sir H. C. Plunkett - - 14087-8 

Loixlip, harbour on Royal Ckinal, IF. P. O’Neill 12254-5 
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Questions. 

^^^pi'oach to Grand Canal from, no serious 

complaint. - ■ 1278S-91 

Locks : , , , 

Facilities for p’-s-amg. complained of 
(Major General Hutchinson’s Report), 
and Canal officers’ reply, H'. Field - 13431 
Repair, II'. P. O’Neill ... - 21327 

Lifford, jurisdiction of Derry Harbour Board 
exercised up to. J. Toner ... - 16370 

Lifford Bridge, River Foyle tidal to, J?. Smyth - 16562 
Liffv, proee^ngs for improvement of districts 
drained by, 1716, and aon-carrying out of, 

G. A. Stevenson Ill 

Light traffic, EaOway better than Canal for, R. B. 

Fair 

Lime. Canal carriage would be useful, TF. F. de V. 

£ane -15926, 15932 


Limerick : 

Benefit of resuscitation of Ballinamore and 
Ballvconnell Canal to, F. L. Reyn - 15817-8 

Canal connection with Belfast, question of, 

Sir B.C. Plunkett .... 14077-80 

Canal to Killaloe, see Shannon Navigation. 

Canal to Lough Allen, see Shannon Navigation. 
Chambek of Commerce : 

Attempt to get extension of Great 
Southern and Western Railway to 
docks bv, A. W. Shaw - - - 14423 

Svidence on behalf of, see Shaw, Alex- 
ander W. .... 1433S-635 

Coal trade, advantage of Dublin over, .4. If^. 

Shaw 14435-42 

Coasting service approved by, 0. de B. Ball - 17028 
Completion of Ballinamore and BallyoonneU 
Canal would benefit, J. McNally - - 15627 

Connection between Grand Canal and the sea 

at, H. Egan 13054 

Corporation, member, see Long, Councillor 

B. J. 15167-294 

High Sheriff, see Long, Councillor E. J. 15157-294 

(Aypendix ) 

Improvement, of Canal connection with Lough 
Allen suggested, J. P. Maeguire ■ 13219-33 

Lockage charge between Killaloe and, A. IF. 

Shaw 14393 

Mileage of Shannon to, H. Lefroy • - - 15299 

Porter carried by Grand Canal to Dublin, 

E. J. Long 15200 


Questions. Index to 

Limerick — eon/. Erideace, 

Poet .and Harbour — "ont. 

Reclamation scheme, and question re 
value of land, H. F. Morony, E. J. Long 

15038-45. 15121-40. 15214^27 
Rise of tide, H. F. Morony ■ ■ 15075-9 

Engineer, see Morony, H. Y. 14936-15156 
Floating Dock, import of grain and 
coal, distribution of, and advantage 
of better communication with Shan- 
non, H. V. Moivny . - - 15098-107 

Harbour Board s 

Great Southern and Western Railway 
requested to extend line to port 
by, -4. TF. Sltaw - - - • 14423 

Jurisdiction and question of contri- 
bution to proposed improvement 
scheme, H. V. Morony 16094-7, 15131-3 
Member, see Long, Councillor E. J. 

15157-294 

Question re contribution to, or 
undertaking of, canalisation of 
Shannon to Limerick Port, .4. IF. 

Shaw .... 1442S— 32 

Improvement of commuuicntion from 
Grand Canal would be beneficial, G. 

Tough 32804-7 

no Railway connection with, .4. IF. Shaw 

14423-1. 14463 

Tonnage entered and cleared. Ji. V. 

Morony 15073 

Railway and Canal rates from, on leather, 

E. J. Long ..... 15171-5 

Railway preferred for carriage of leatlier to 

Dublin, E. J. Long - - - - 13173-5^ 

Railway and sea rates to Belfast, A. TF. Shaw 14472— S 
Rates, and question of contribution to pro- 
posed improvements, H. V. Morony, E. J. 

Long 15136-6. 15210-2 

Rates and rateable value, and population, 
refused borrowing powers and question of 
local contribution, E. J. Long - - 15259-69' 

Rise and flow of tide at, H. V. Morony - 15087-8 

Scotch coal brought to, at cheaper rates than 

Irish, E. J. Long . - - - 15291-2 

no Steamer communication with Dublin, 

E. J. Long 15182 

Thsough Communication to Belfast : 


)RT AOT3 Harbour : 

CoMjnraiCATioN with the Shannon : 

Barges, dimensions, draught, free- 
board and headway required, H. 

V. Morony - - - • 14947-52 

Bridges, raising of, or opening spans, 
difficulty and objections, R. V. 

Morony ... - 15067—70 

Difficulties caused by Abbey River, 
and suggestions for improvement, 

R. V. Morony ■ 14966-7, 14979-88, 
14999-5067, 15064-6, 15072-4, 15089-90, 
15092-7, 15108-56 
Plow of tide, R. V. Morony - 14989-98 

Improvement : 

Advantageous, and desired, and 
local contribution question, Q. 

Tough, A. TF. Shaw, E. I. Long 
12616-6, 14406-26, 14444-6, 

14464-71. 15252-4, 15208-12, 15223-9 
Approval of schemes, E.J. Lorig, 

R. Lefroy - 15177—80, 16311—8 

Local contribution question, 

A. TF. Shaw, B. J. Long 14427—32, 
16209-12 

Needed and present difficulties, 
and traffic consequently 
carried by carts - 14938-7989-988, 14 
Question re value of, and justifi- 

cationfor,G.A.jSfeven«o» 14898-901 
Schemes, A. TF. Shaw, R. F. 

Morony 14966-7, 14979-88. 

14427-32. 14989-15067, 15064-6, 

16072-4, 16089-90, 15092-7, 15108-56 

36. -II. 


Advocated and considered advantageous. 

Sir E. C. Plunkett, E. J. Long, R. K. 

Knox, TF. F. de V. Kane, J. Corr 14077-80, 
14163-4, 15177-80, 15183-94. 15208-12, 

16252-4, 16223-0, 15275-84, 15581, 16913, 
15924, 13948, 16126-33 
Employment of three difl'erent steamers 

considered necrasavy, R. Plcws - 21149-51 

Local contribution question, B. J. Long 

16203-5, 15209-11 
Non-existent at present, C, Plunkett 14217 

Question re value of, to traders, A. 

TF. Shaw - • - 14356-60. 14368-9 

Suggested, M. P. O’Brien. - - 13197—206 

Traffic question. Sir H. C. Plunkett, 

A. TF. Shaw, R. B. Fair, H. Flews 
14121-3, 14460, 14492-5, 15596-8, 21143-58 
21206-6 

Traffic would not justify, R. Plews 21143-58 
Unnecessary and not of great importance. 

Sir E. O. Plunkett, G. A. Stevenson, 

Earl of Erne 14129, 14915-20, 14926-33, 
16432-3 

Wor^ necessary, F. L. Reyn - 15894-8 

uo Through Railway rate with Belfast, and 
traffic therefore sent by sea, .4. W. Shaw 14364-6 
Tidal look, R. 7. Morony - . - - 15165 

Time taken from Dublin by Grand Canal, 

Q. Tough 32812 

Toll to Carrick-on-Shannon, H. Lefroy - 16334 
Tonnage of traffic with lamerick in one year, 

H. Plews 21143-5 

202 
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INDEX : 


Index to 
Evidence. 


Questinna. 

Limerick— 

Tkafpic : 

with Belfast : 

by Sea, A. W. Shaio, R. B. Fair, 

F. L. Heyn 14361-7, l555£^-600, 15816, 
15879, 21167-9 

Tonnage of, and rates, H. Plewa 

21143-5, 21200-4, 21233 
on. Grand Canal and Railway and con- 
nection from Shannon Navigation 
would benefit, O. Tongh 12421-42, 12495-526 
Waterway to Belfast, length, and time taken 
by barge, Q. Tough - - - 126C4-6 

Limerick Navig-ation : 

Expense in crossing bog, G. .4. Slei'enann - 288-9 
Looks, enlargement unnecessary, O. A. 

Sieveiison 14891-2 

ViCTOBiA Loch;: 

Reason for size of, G. A. Shannon - - l4S9(i 

Size and tonnage of l»ata possible 
through. J. Barton 17316-6, 17323 

Limerick Railway, sec Waterford and Limerick 
Railway. 

Lisburn : 

Served by Lagan and Newiy Canals, TK. R. 

Rea, J. Barton 15366, 17304 

Traffic on Lagan Canal and decline of, E. 

Greer 21682-93 

Lismore ; 

Coal sent by Railway from Cork, J. Stanley - 25920 
Highest point up River Biaokwater where 
navigation was ever carried on, J. Stanley 26991 
Navigation difficulty between Di-omanagh 

and, J. Stanley 

no Navigation above, J. Stanley ■ 

Railway to Pormoy, practically built by Duke 
of Devonshire, J. Stanley 
Railway to Waterford, see under Watei-foi'd. 
in Same position as Cappoquin re difficulty in 
getting captains to charter for, J. Stanley 25875 
Lissan Parish, Upper Bann Navigation rate, J. 

B. Giinning-Moore 16047 

Liverpool : 

Coal carried to Limerick os ballast, A. H'. 

14439 

Dublin Steamship Company rates, etc., to, 

J. .4. Hannon 13372 

Lancashire and Yorkslure Steamboat service 
with Drogheda. J. A. F. Aspinall 

2041-8, 20474, 20444-7 

Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, M. P. 

O’Brien ' 13194,0 

‘Appendix 3, Statement 1) 
Rates from Belfast compared with rates from 

Aghalee to Belfast, W'. E. Beat - . 16989 

Rates to Dublin and Drogheda the same, 

J. A. F. Aspinall - - . . 20469-71 

Steamers to Dundalk and Dublin. J. A. F. 

Aspinall 20442 

Timber exported from Youghal, C. P. Carroll 26122 
Traffic to Portadown, IF. M. Clow - . I 6726 

Traffic from, to Grand Canal, J. A. Hannon 

13362-8, 13364-9, 13398-9, 13409-10 
V esscls despatched to, by South of Ireland 
Wheel and Waggon Company, J. Stanley - 
Live Stock: 

Canals useless for transit of. Sir H. C. Plunkett 

Traffic from Drogheda to Liverpool, J. A. F. ^ 
Aspinall 

Looks, see under Canals. 

Logan’s Shoal, suggested excavations of Lower 
Barm near, and cost (Sir A. Binnie’s Report) 

Major J. A. Torrens 


25993 

25900 


- 25916 


25853 


20408 


15736 


London : 


Canal and Railway rates to Edenderry on 
flour, 21. P. O’Brien .... 13194 
- . , „ „ , {Appendix 3, Statement 1 ) 

Service to Belfast, /. Barton - . . 17311 


r,onclon and North Wc«tom Railway, works at ’ 
Qreenore, and result, J. Barton., E. Greer 

London and Souldi Woetem Railway, prices^M^’ 
tor coal B. Morrison - . . 2^21402 

Londonderry: 

Accommodation for receiving goods or. 

Strabane Canal needed, B. Smyth . ' ifl-.. 

Canal at, see Stoabano Canal. ' 

Chambeb of Commeroe : 

Constitution, B. Smyth . . 

Evidence on behalf of, see Smyffi' 

Robert . 

Lower Bami trustoos nominated by, J B 
Ourming-Sfoore - . . ’ ' 

Coasting service approved by some peonle in' 
G.deB.Ball . - . . t ' , 

and Donegal Railway, J. - . ilJ, 

Unoaat, T.B.Feely - . . - ! 

H.AEBOUR Boasd : 

Control, etc., over Foyle River and 
Strabane Canal, J. Toner, T. B. Feely, 

and Foyle River, T. B. 

rp , fo, . 16354-7, 16563, 16366-9 

Iransfer of Strabane Canal to, not advo- 
cated, T. B. Feely - . . . 153 -^ 

Method of sending cattle to, from Roscommon, 
and Canals would not benefit, J. P. Maeguin 

•D -1 , „ . 13249-37 

Endway and Oinal rates to Strabane, J. 

CWAouh . . . . . . iggQ2^ 

Rates from, on Strabane Canal, P. Me- 
Menamin .... 1G2.74-6, 10269-70 

no Recoiving shod or weighing mncliine on 
Strabane Canal at, P. McMenamin, J. Toner, 

./. (Mhoiin l(i237. 16242, 16.324. 1562H 

Through ti’affle to Boyne Clanal, P. J. 

2IacQuillar 26310 

Time taken to Strabane by Sti-aliane Canal, 

J. Colkoun 16595 

Londonderry Bridge altered to drawbridge, T. B. 

• 16396-7 


London derry Central Railway Bridge : 

Suggested excavation of Lower Bann from 
Logan’s Shoal to, (Sir A. Binnie’s Report), 

Major J. A. Tonena 137,36 

Traffic on Lower Bann Navigation killed by, 

2Iajor J. A. Torrens 15716 

(JiiesfioRs. 

Londonderry County: 

Appeal recommended to, by Sir James .All- 
port’s Commission, re Lower Bann Navi- 
gation, Sir A. Binnie .... 21440 
Question of developing traffic to, J. B. Gun- 
ning-Moore 16054 

LONG. Councillor E. J., High Sherifl! of Limerick 
and managing director of Messr-s. E. 0. 
O’Callaglran &Sons, Member of Corporation 
and Harbour Board: - - . 13157-15294 

Canal from Belfast to Limerick would be 

advantageous - . . 16183-94, 15275-84 

CAK.4La J 

Control by Board comprised of elected 
ropreaentativcis from commercial 
centres witffi State control .suggested 15202-4 
Free navigation advocated and main- 
tenance question 15197, 15200-1, 13239-43 
Government should repair, hand over 
to local government and contribute 


to maintenance • . . . 15238 

Linkmg up advocated - • - 15198-9 

Local contribution question - • 15203-6 

Lower rates necessary ... 15197 

Low Railway rates not caused by • 15343-7 

Railway influence harmful - - 15196-6 

Rates, reduction would benefit Leitrim 
coaiSelda • . . . . 16286-91 

Tolls excessive and reduction would en- 
courage agriculture - - • 15270-1 
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Questions. 

long— ' o.-ii- 

CJieap internal transit greatly needed and 
more so than in England - - - 151S1-3 

Co.>sting service approved by, G. dc B. Ball 17028 

Gnuid Canal, control by Groat Southern and 
Western Railway . . - . 16256-7 

Hides, Railway and Canal rates - - 16165-70 

{Apjiendix , Statement 1) 
Leather, Railway and Canal rates - - 16171-3 

{Appendix , Staiemeyit 1) 


LaiEBicK s 

Improvement of oommanication with 
the Shannon advantageous, etc., and 
local contribution question 

15177-80, 16208-12. 15223-9, 15252-4 
Rates, rateable value, population, re- 
fused borrowing powers, and question 
ot local contribution to improvement 15259-Q9 
Reclamation soheme, question re value 
of land ... - - 16214-22 

Railway rates, reasonable in certain cases 15255 
Steamboats, non-existence between ports due 

to lack of sufficient traffic • - • 15251-4 


Q-ie.istioii'". Inde 

Lurgan : 

Canal fi-om Povtadown to Lagan Canal 

through, not advocated, 11*. M. Clow - 16760-1 

Carting of goods from Portadown, F. IT. 

Pdlork 16902-3 

Coal traffic to district and effect of water 

communication, F. IV. Pollock - - 16939—10 

(i'ounection from main road to, to Ellis s Cut 
needed, Cana! connection preferred, and 
scheme, F. W. Pollack, U. Shillington 

16916-23. 16934, 16944-7, 16952-62 
Railway and Canal rates, F. Tl'. Pollock 16298-9, 16034 
Served bv Lagan Canal, W, P. Pea - - 15366 

Town clerk, see Pollock, F. \1. - 16900-16947 

Town Sui-veyov, see Shillington, Henry 16948-16;i62 
Traffic with Belfast on Lagan Canal, F. TT. 

Pollock 16924-7 

Traffic on Lagan Canal and decline of, and 
increase expected if boats could take full 
loads, F. W. PoUock, E. Greer ■ 16911, 21682-03 
Maam, steamsr run to, J, Perri/ - - - - 17263 

McCann, James, M.P., late : 


Tanneries : 

Finished goods could go by slow transit 

1524S-50 

Railway preferred to Canal for carriage 
of hides and leather, and reason 15161-76, 
15272-4 

Through rates between Railway and Canal de- 
sired, but impossibility of getting ' • - 15176 

Long, Rt. Hon. Walter, and appointment of Viop- 
Regal Commission on Arterial IDrainage, Sir 
A. Binnie 21636, 21038 

Longford ; 

Brick industry and decline of, W. P. O'Neill 21313 
Bricks end peat now sent from, by Railway 
instead of by Royal Canal, T. F. Nooney • 13926 
Connection with the Boyne Navigation 
scheme, traffic question, etc., Q. de B. Ball 

16266-90, 16989-17010, 17050-6 
Decrease of Railway traffic to Dublin, J. 

Tadow 12213-7 

Distances from Dublin bvRailwayand Canal, 

IF. P. O'NeiU 12333 

Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Tallow - 12254-5 

Midland Greet Western Railway of Ireland 
Company incorporated to construct Railway 
from Dublin to, 1846, Todoio • - - 12062 

to Mullingar, Canal route different to Railway, 

Sir E. C. PliinkeU ... - 14021-2 

Population and decrease, J. Tatloio 12074, 12075 
Population served by Royal Canal, IF. P. 

O'Neill 12285 

Time taken to Dublin by Railway and Canal, 

IF. P. O'NeiU -12394-9 

Tolls from Dublin on, J. P. Maeguire, H. 

l^frog 13260, 16334-9 

Traffic expected to, if Boyne and Shannon 
Navientions wore connected, O. deB. Ball 16993, 
17066 

JUaigford Branch of Royal Canal from Kilashee, 

J. Tadow .... 12072, 12081, 12205 

lord Lieutenant : 

CI(»ing of Broadstone Branch of Royal Canal 
approved by, Hon. P. A. Nugent ■ • 14766 

Inland Navigation powers, G. A. Stevenson 155 
Powers re Royal Canal and Midland Great 
Western Railway, G. A. Stevenson 14841, 14845 
Royal Canal rates and tolls subject to ap- 
proval of, J. TaSow - - - 12085-6, 12090 

Louth Couuty, Drogheda formerly natural outlet 
for traffic to and from, 0. de B. Ball • • 1G971 


Canalisation of portion of Bojuie Navigation 
advocated fay, G. de B. Ball ... 16081 
Desirous of freeing Grand Canal Company 
from, carrying business, G. Tough - - 32735 

Lease of Boimo Navigation by, L. Donegan, 

H.Plevia 17122. 21102-3 

Honey put into Boyne Nai-igation, P. J. 

JiIacQniUan 26351 

Opinion re. improvement of tidal portion of 
Boyne Navigation, L. Donegan • 17140-2 

Opinion that heavy goods would be carried 
by Canal cheaper than by Railway, .4. IF. 

Shaw 14390 

Statement re cost of carriage by Railway and 

Canal, T. L. Heyn ... - 15868-1) 

Reference to 15614 

see also Meath Navigation Company. 

MaoDonnell, Sir .Anthony, applications to, from 

Lagan Navigation Company, IF. P. Pea - 15431-3 

McFarlane = 

James, late Managing Director of Strabiu:c 

Canal, J. Toner 10288 

John, and Strabane Canal, /. Porter • 16290 

MacGUIRE, JAMES P., Roscommon County 

Council 13215-271 

Boyle Branch of Shannon Navigation, no 

traffic on, at present .... 13259 
Broadstone Branch Canal, proposed closing- 
by Midland Great Western Railway Com- 
pany, objections to 13246 

Improvement of Cana! connection between 

limerick and Lough .Allen suggested 13219, 13233 
Royal Canal : 

Important as connection between Eng- 
land and Ireland .... 13219 
Improvement suggested - - • 13246 

Present control objected to, and State 
control advocated - - - 13261-71 

Tolls: 

Examples of, and comparison with 
America ..... 13260 
Traffic killed by - - - - 13260 

Traffic anticipated on improvement 13228-31 

Roscommon : 

Canal service .... 13217-9 

Co-operation amongst farmers - 13225-6 

Export of cattle, method, and Canals 

would not benefit - 13248-57 

Industries ... 13220, 13224, 13227 

Population decreasing - . - - 13232 

Population and populous towns • 13221-3 


Lowtown ; 

Branch of G and Canal at, to Shannon 
referred to, Sir H. C. Plunkett ■ - - 14018 

Dredging of Grand Canal to Ballycommon 
difficult, G. Tough 12609 


Shannon Navigation : 

Branch to Strokestown, condition, and 


improvement question 
Improvement suggestions 


13233-46, 13258 

- 13233 

- 13219 
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INDEX ; 


iMlu 1e 

l^vuJvnvc. 


QumMoiu. 

McKENXA, RICHARD, Member of Kildare 

County Council : . . . . 13324-13349 

Evidence referred to, R. Morrison • 21386, 21389, 

21392 

Maj-nooth Harbour, bad condition of 13335, 13338-9 
Royal Canal: 

Agricultural traffic, decrease • - 13329-33 

Neglected condition • • - 13334-5 

Passing difficulty 13347 

Storage, lack of 13346 

Traffic gone to Railway Company owing 

to high rate of tolls ... - 13347 

Traffic and question of increase - 13340-1 

Spencse Docx : 

Insufficient loading aooominodation 13342-5 
Nearly all let to coal merohanta - - 13346 

McKerlie. Colonel, Chairman of the Board 
of Works, 1883 : 

Directors of I^agan Navigation Company 
appioached by, re making arraugejnents 
for taking over Ulster Canal, W. R. Rea - 15394 
Report re Lower Bann Navigation Works, 

Rir A. Binnie 2143S 

MacMahon, Mr., late : 

Lower^Ba^ Navigation works designed by, 

1843, Sir A. Binnie 21436 

Report- re Lower Bann, 1845, quoted from, 
and reference to. Major J. A. Tonens • 15736, 
w f c- . , 16738-40 

Reference, Sir A. Binnie .... 21483 

McMENAMIN, PATRICK, representative of 

Cmnty Councii of Tyrone: . - 16208-16282 

Foyle River .... 16234-6, 16273-4 
Ntrabane, description of district. andRailways 
„ ^ 16212-4, 16248-52 

SniABAXE Canal-. 

Advantage of, and improvements should 
b. carried out .... 16246_5S 

in isad condition and locks leaky, and 
lack of facilities - . 16231-43, 16281 

Boats, size and tonnage - 16271-2 16278 

Consti-uction by Marquis of Abercorn,' 
about 1791 to 1795, and Parliamen- 
tary grant .... 16216-9 

Depth and lowness of water, owing to 

locks .... 16223^ 

Um^nd question . - 16264-5, 16280 

Bed from natural lake at Moorlough 16229-30 
16210-1, 18268 

MXKs and size - . . 16220-2, 16279 

Preferred to Eaihvay if goods carried 
reasonably .... 16244 

Public company and profits not an- 

16267-8 

• - - 16254-6, 16269-70 

xiamc ..... IflOfiCi no 

Wotkiug at cud toll, . . 16225J!, 16275 

Reference, J. Toner 16330 

McNA^T, JO^, leprcsentative of C'ookstown 

Urban Distnct Council: - . . 13617-705 

Agricultural development, reason for hinder- 
mg, in neighbourhood .... 
Balfinamore and Ballyconnell Canal, comnle- 
lion advocated - . . . 1560Q_S 

Ballinderry River, improvement of, for navi- 
gation advocated and question of, effect on 

rates, etc. ^15637-52, 15667-8, 16670-4, 1668-’-91 

Ba^, Lower, Navigation obstacles to naviga- 
tion on, but improvement advocated - 15653-5 

Canals: 

Control by Central Body advocated 16677-8 
Opinion re source of money for improve- 
menta - . . . -jKaaA 

Cheap transit needed - . . ’ ,5^ 

CoaJW.ud Omul Bbould be deepeoed to depth 

of Lagan Canal . . . . 

Cookstown, population . . 

Lough Emo, Druiuugo Boord's sohemo for 
coimeohoii of euftancea of Ulster md 
Balhnamore Canals . . . . 

Evidence referred to • - . . . 21187 


MoNALLY. .JOHN— rrax 

Inland industries should lio encouratrwi 
Lough Neagli coalfidda . . * 

Newport Trench liavbour - . ^“51 

Railway and Canal rates . . 

EaUway rates reduced by Canal compeiition 
and should l>o i-oduced in otlmr places m 

well . 

Through toll question .... i 
Ulster, water oommunioalion with Loiwb 
Dergmd Athloue tmukl l« honoaol.l 
Ulster Canal: 

Control by Lagan Navigation Couipanv 
proceedings and opinion re . ’ ico.-). 

Depth should bo some os that of Lagan 

Canal ® ,-a,. ^ 

Locks, ostiinato of cost of iinprovonmat 

Obstacles to full benefit from - 
Water supply would be sufficient with 
few iinprovomonts - . . . ,gg,,. 

Reference, y. 7?. .If oore - . igijg jgjjj 

McNeil], Sir John, proposal re abandonment of 
Ulster Canal. H. Pleios 21114 


Macquillan, peter - 

Botne River : 

Breakwater : 

Advocator! .... 26364-6 

Weir with an entrance lock on the' 
south side suggested - 
West of Dominicks Bridge would 
onablo river to bo navigated at all 

tides 

Canalisation unnocessary if breakwater 
mere made - - - . . 

CaiTying on, by Meatb Rivor Navigation 
Oomjiany, date of start 
Conffition when taken over by the Meath 
River Navigation Company 
Drawback and illustration - 26361, 5 

Dry docks eiooted at Navan 
Hiatory .... 


26335-70 


26333 


26351 


26340 


28340 

263614 


26340 


26369-70 

26351 


26340 
. 26340 
- 26340 


7 J., 26347 

Lessees did not act as carriers until lately 
... , 26345, 26349-50 

lA>ck gates erected .... 26340 
New fighters built - . . . — 

Number of lighters plying between 
Drogheda and Navan 
Railway rates quoted cover exactly the 
same service as - . 

Rates from Navan to Drogheda - 
Statement by Colonel Piews respecting 
ToU charged by Boai-cl of Works - 
Traffic: 

Annual inoroaae in tonnage - 26343-5 

Through, in oonneotion with the 
Coasting Steamships Company 
Nature .... 

Principal from Drogheda end, 
would Undoubtedly be closed but for 
steps taken in 1896 money put into - 26351 
Deogheda : 

Cost of cartage has to bo added to Rail- 
vroy charges - . . . 26341-3 

Railway station one mile uphill from the 
town and quays - - - 263414 

Dublin through rates from Navan, comparison 
of water and rail - . 

Great Northern Railway : 

as Low as combined sea and canal rates 
would be satisfoctoiy - - - 26363 

not Much braffto between Drogheda and 

Navan 26367-8 

Meath River Navigation Company rates 
charges by, as against the Groat Northern 
Railway Company between Drogheda and 

Navan 26340, 26343 

Navan Railway rates to Dublin - - • 

Observations to be made respecting evidence 
of Colonel Piews - . . . i 

Occupation 26336-7 

Magatan, Mr. reference, W. M. Clow - - • 16727 
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Questions. 

Mageney ; 

Goods station needed, E. Hayden. • • 13274-8 

Great Southern and Western Railway station, 
no storage, S. G. Cope • • 12999-13000 

Private railway shed, - -13309,13316 

Question of motor connection with Castle- 
dermot, 8. C. Cope - - 12961-3, 13006-7 

Railway and Cana! of little use to trader at, 

E. Hayden 13274-5 

Stor^ accommodation needed, question of 
local contribution, etc., S. C. Copt, E. 

Ha^en - 12958-60, 12969, 13277-83, 13293-321 
Tolls to James Street Harbour, Dublin, on 
Grand Canal, 5. C. Cope - - - 12964-70 

Tonnage possible to, on Grand Canal, J. A. 

Hannon 18340 

Maghery : 

Peat development by tirm at. IF. M. Clow - 16767 
.Slip and workshop constructed at, J. B. 
Qunning-Moore . . , 16040-1 

Maigue Navigation, contxolled by Board of Works, 

Q. A. Stevenson 146-7 

Jlaigue River, improvement between Adai’e and 
the Shannon under Act of 1715, G. A. Stevenson 111 
Maize, see under Grain. 

Malt: 

Care needed in transit by Canal, 0. Tough 32778-80 
Canal rates between certain places, with and 
without Railw y competition, H. Egan 

13074-96, 13187-8 
Canal transit, Sir H. C. Plunkett - • • 14017 

Traffic on Grand Canal, and question of effect 
of enlargement of canal, G. Tough, H. Egan, 

Sir E. C. Plunkett ■ 12528-35, 13161-7, 14037-8 


Malting trade, one of the largest on Grand Canal, 

H. Egan 18078 

Manchester Ship Cana!, success of, referred to, M. 

P. O'Brien 13197 


Manning, Robert = 

Alterations of Lower Bann suggested instead 
of abandonment of navigation, Sir A. 

Binnie 21443-5 

Estimate of cost of Barrow remedial works, 

Sir A. Binnie 21517 

Report re Lower Bann referred to and quoted. 

Major J. A. Torrens, Sir A. Binnie 16738-40, 
15741, 16742, 21437 

Manure ; 

Canal Trapfio : 

River Biaokwater, H. C. V. Stuart - 26941 
Development question. W. E. Best 16981-6, 

15990, 16006-11 

Grand Canal and rates, Q. Tough, H. 

Delaney, Sir H. G. Plunkett - 12568—62, 

12784-7, 13972, 14039 
River Suir, J. Phdan . - - - 26263 

Imported at Toughal, C. P. GarroU - 26117-8 

Limerick at disadvantage compared with 
Dublin, A. W. Shaw - - - - 14422 

Trade in a'.tifioial, increasing, Sir H. C. 

Plunkett 14085 

Marl)le, Kilkenny industry would benefit by im- 
proved communication with the sea, Gaptavn 

Cuffe 14561 

Marinden, Major, Report on Royal Canal referred 
to, and quoted, W. P. O'HeiU, T. F. Hooney, 

Q. A. Stevenson, Hon. R. A. Nugent, W.P. O'Neill 
12352-3, 13919-20, 13931, 14769, 14813, 14845. 

21314. 21320, 21356 

Maryborough : 

Business carried on by Messrs. W. P. and R. 

Odium at, D. A. Hunter . - - - 12856 

Railway rate from Dublin on coal, C. H. 
Bingham . - 13500-1 


Questions. Index to 

Mark, Lough, Canal to Lough Corrib : Evidence. 

Completion advocated, -4. IF. S/m IP • 14513-8 ' 

Importance of, and reason fornon-completion, 

A. W. Shaw 14370-3 

llassy-Beresford, Mr., reference, J. • - 16864 

Mathew Bridge : 

Reduced level , H. V. Morony • 14955, 15145 

Scheme for construction of tidal lock below, 

H. V. Morony - - - 149.86-S, 14999-5008 

Stone, S. r. -Uorcuy 15091 

Want of head room at high water, H. V. 

Morony ...... 14944-5 

Maynooth : 

Cost of carriage of coal to, on Royal Canal, J. 

Tallow 12096 

Harbour : 

Bad condition of, R. McKenna 13835, 13338-9 
Reference, J. Tatlow ■ • - 12254-5 

Manure traffic to, decrease by, R. McKenna 13330-3 
Population, J. Tatlow ■ - • 12073, 12074 

Royal Canal Wharf, IF. P. O’lVet?/- - - 21316 

no Storage on Ro3ial Canal, i?. J/cA’eii»o - 13346 

Thraffic on Royal Canal, question of increase, 
etc., J. Tatlow, R. McKenna • 12224, 13340-1 

Mayo County : 

County Council (formerly Grand Jury), 
appointment of trustees of Lough Corrib 
Navigation by, Pro/. Townsend - 17177-81 

Portion of cost of Lough Corrib Navigation 
Works charged to, Prof. Townsend • • 17174 

Mayvalley Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Tatloic 12254-5 

Meath County: 

Drogheda, formerly natural outlet for traffic 

to and from, G. de B. Ball - - • 111971 

Population decrease, J. Tatlow, L. Donegan 12073, 

17132-3 

Population served by Royal Canal, IF. P. 

O'Neni 12285 

Tillage diminution, L. Donegan - - - 17131 

Meath RiTer Navigation Company : 

Boyne Navigable Inland Waterway leased to. 
and worked by, G. de B. Ball, L. Donegan, 

J. .4. P. Aspincdl 16966, 17091, 17118, 17122-3, 

20432 

Condition of Boyne Canal when taken over 
by, P. J. MaoQuillan .... 26340 
Date of start in carrying traffic for the 

general public, P. J. MacQuillan • - 26340 

Leasees of Boyne Canal, P. J. MacQuillan - 26347 
Rates charged by, as against the Great 
Northern Railway between Drogheda and 
Navan, P. J. MaoQuillan - 26340, 26343 

Meal, seA Grain. 

Middletown : 

Served by Ulster Canal, IF. R. Rea - - 15386 

Traffio to. from Belfast and rate, TF. P. Pea 16536-40 

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland: 

Acquisition of Royal Canal and maintenance 

obligations, /. Tatlow, Hon. R. A. Nugeni 12062-b, 

12173-85, 14760-1, 14819, 14830-3 
Arrangement with Grand Canal Com- 
pant: 

Particulars re, G. Tough - 32655-6, 326S4-9, 

32718-9 

not Submitted to Railway and Canal 
Commissioners or sanctioned by Parlia- 
ment and question re safeguardu^ of 
public interests, Q. Tough • • 32688-79 

and Board of Control Fund, O. A. Stevenson 14845, 

14869 

Broadstone Branch of Royal Canal, attempted 

closing, TF. Field ..... 13431 
Chairman, see Nugent, Hon. R. A. 14765-1^40 
Chief Eng^eer, see O’Neill, William Purcell 

12245-405, 21309-21.375 
{Appendix 2) 
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INDEX : 


Mm io 

Ei’itl-fir'j'i , 


Quutiom. 


Coal rates, aad reduction, C. H. Bingliam, 

B. Morrison .... 13498-500, 21377 
Coal traffic, and non-provision of waggcma, J. 

Tatloie, C. H. Bingham - • 12127-33, 13473 

Competition with Grand Canal, O. Tough 

12435, 12495-501 

Competition with Royal Canal, C. H. Bingham 

13468-50 

Complaints as to result of pm'oliese of Royal 

Canal, n\ JiW 13431 

Condition of Royal Canal due to ownership by, 
and probable result of other control, C. H. 

Bingham 13489-601 

Connection with Great Northern Railway by 
Light Railway, Cf. A. SteL'enson - • • 14929 

Di\ ision of ti'affio with Royal Canal, question 
re, J. Tailotv .... 12197-12206 

Expenditure on Spenoor Dock, W. P. O'Neill 21335 
E.xtension since 1873, W. P. O'Neill 12358-60 
Goods JIanager, see Monison, Robert 21376-431 
Grain h-affic and question of advantages 
over Canal, J. Tatloio, W. P. O'NeiU 12134-6, 
12186-93, 12392 

Incorporation of Company 1845, ■/. Ta low ■ 12062 
Light Railway from Galway to Clifden, J. 

Perry, H. Pleas - . . 17247, 21281 

IManager, see Tatlow, Joseph • . 12056-12244 

{Af-pemdix 1.) 

Price paid for coal, R. Morrison • 21398, 21402 

Purchase of Donegal Railway by, mid result, 

J. Toner, T. B. Fedy • . - 16376-85 

Questions re amalgamation with Royal Cmial 
Company, <?. .4. SUroenson • - 14880-2 

Question of removal of Royal Conal from, 
from Railway Company’s point of view, 

. Eon. R. A. Nugent - - . 14761, 14799-837 

Rates and question of competition of Canal 
byotroder, J. Tatlow ■ • - 12194-6, 12241 

Rates reduced by Canal competition, 0. .4. 

Stevenson .... . 260 

Receipts decreasing, ffon. .4. Ntipenl- . 14796 
Relations uith Royal Canal, see under Royal 
Canal. 

r. Royal Canal, J. TaRow, W. P. O'NeiU 

12157-60, 12333-4, 12337-9 
Royal Canal improvements not carried out, 
in order to preserve all traffic to, IF. Field • 13634 
Size of coal waggons, C. H. Bingluim - . 13504 

Spencer Dock built by company and nearly 
all let to coal merchants, J. Tatlow, R. 
McKenna - . . . 12208-16, 13346 

Storage facilities, comparison mth Canal, TF. 

P. O'Neill 12374-89 

Time taken by, from Longford to Dublin and 
comparison with Canal, W. P. O'Neill 12394-5 

Tolls charged on Royal Canal, H. Leiroy - 15334-40 

Traffic, decrease between Dublin and Long- 
ford, J. Tatlow .... 12213-7 

Dnderstanding with Grand Canal re rates, 0. 

,• 12777-83 

West of Ireland chiefly served by, and dis- 
satisfied at management, J. P, Maeguire - 13219 
M.id!and Railway Company of England, price paid 
for coal, R. Motrison ..... 21398 

Milk, see Dairy produce. 

Milling Trade : 

on Barrow Navigation, importance, G. Tough 
r. 1 - 32729-31 

canaUsation of Shannon to Limerick would 
benefit,^. W.Shaw,B.Le}roy • 14444, 15316-7 

Decline, TF. P. O'Nedl ..... 12290 

Improved Canal communication would in- 
crease, R. B. Fair I 5597 

Teaitic : 

on Boyne Navigation formerly, L. Donegan 

17125-G 

on Grand Canal, G.TougA . 12566, 12774-6 
Jlills, decline, and importance of Canals to, A. IF. 

14499-502 


Minch, Matthew J„ report on visit to Kilkenny 


Mitchell, R. A., inapeo.tioii of and report on Rc-wi 
nn.nn.1. « .4. 


Piierfios,. 

I453i5 


Canal, G 

Moira 


1 ‘^ 84 o , 1438 ; 


Served by Lagan arid Nowry Canals, Tg j? 

Rea , ,/. Barton - - . . 

Traffic on Lagan Canal and decline of £ ’ ' 

' 21 » 82 ^is 


Monaghan; 

all Inland trallic from, passed through 
Newry port when Ulster- Canal was made 
E. Oreer • - - . ■ nm 

Railway rates, IF. F. de F. Kane, W. M. 

Clow, II. I'lem ■ . 15929,16751-4,21134 

Served by Ulster and Nuwry Canals, H'. R. 

Rea, J. Barton ■ - 15386 , 1551^ I 7304 

Tonnage of boats to, IF. F. de V. Kane . 15919 
Traffic on Ulster Canal and discontinuance, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett, H. Plews - 14076, 21-244 

Monaghan County: 

Contribution from, probable, IF. F. de 7. 



County Council, member, see Smith, John 

16848-899 

Question of prospect of Canal traffic from, H. 

Plews .... 21118-24, 21-242-3 

Tillage not found profitable, H. Plcica • ■ 21149 

Monasterevan, Canal rates toDublin and Rathan- 
gan, H. Egan - - • 13075-6, 13086, 13001-2 


Monck, Lord, Commission of: 

and Ballinaraore and Ballyconnell Canal 16481-2 
16478, 21129, 21154, 21239-4! 
Recommendation re abandonment of Lower 
Bann Navigation works, jStr A. Binnie - 21442 
Report referred to and quoted 

137-8, 203, 14077, 14921, 15766, lOldl 
Report re Ulster Canal - • - 16461,21086-99 

Reference to, and to evidence before 15494, 17385-90 
Moore, J. B. Gunnuig, see Gimning-Mooi-e, J. B. 
Moorlonglr, Strabane Canal fed from natural lake 
at, P. McMenamin .... 16-229-39 


MORONY, H. V., A.M.Inst.C.E., Engineer to 

the Port and Harbour of Limerick : 14936-15156 
Abbey River, flow of tide up and down 

14989-96, 15081-6- 

Balls Bridge 15091 

CoMMONIOATrON BETWEEN THE ShaKNON 
Navioation and Limeeiok Poet : 

Bridges, statement re reduced level and 

headway 14952-65- 

Barges, dimensions, draught, free-board 
and headway required . - 1494“-5i^ 

Bridges, raising of, or opening spaas, 
difficulty and objections - • 15067-79 

Cliamiel for tidal lock, deepening ques- 
tion ..... 15054-63 

Difficulties caused by Abbey River 14966-7 

Flow of tide 14989-9S 

Improvement needed and present diffi- 
culties. and traffic consequently carried 
by carts - 14938-78, 14989-98, 131I4--20' 

Improvement schemes - 14966-7, 14979-88, 

15064-6, 15072-4, 15089-90, 16092-7, 15108-56 
Reclamation scheme - 15038-46, 15121-40 

Rise of tide 16075-9 

Evidence referred to, H. Lefroy - ■ 15311-8 

Limeriok : 

Floating dock, import of grain and coal, 
distribution and advantage of befcter^^^ 
communication -with Shannon 
Port, tonnage entered and cleared 
Rise and flow of tide at 


15073 

.15087-8 
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Qtieslions. 

MOEONT, H.V., A.M.Inst.C.E.— coJiL 
JIiTHRW Beiboe : 

Sclieuie for constnictioQ of tidal lock 
below - ■ - 14986-8. 14999-508 

Stone 15091 

Park Bridge, scheme for sluices nt, and rebuild- 
ing of bridge • - 14979-86, 150CM3, 15039 

Sharmoa Navigation, reef of rocks - • 15080 

Wellesley Bridge, scheme for half-tide dock 
at and question of local contribution 16009-57. 
’ 16089-90, 15092-7, 1510S-5G, I50C4-6, 16072-4 
Reference. A. TT’. Shair - • -14425, 14427 


\fORRISON, ROBERT, Goods Manager of Mid- 
land Great Western Railway of Ireland : 

2137G-2143I 

Dublin, sea lock, limitation of time for passing 

21427-31 

JOdland Great Western Railway, coal rates 

and reduction - 21377 

Mullingar, Railway distances - - - 21381 

EaxI-ways : 

Prices paid for coal by various Companies 

21397-404 

Rates, comparison with English - 21405-9 

Royal Can.al ; 

Coal rates, and tolls, reduction and re- 
marks rc complaints • 21377-80, 21382-5 

Non-provision of cranes and sheds, and 
reason - - 21394-6. 21386-7, 21410-3 

Question re attitude of Railway Com- 
pany 21414-20 

Spencer Dock : 

Accommodation, refutation of complaints 

21389-93 

Extent of 21421-6 


MORRISSEY, Alderman Thomas Patrick, repre- 
sentative of Clonmel Corporation : • 135(4-13698 
Public Company for carrying suggested, and 
effect - - - ' - - 13610, 13632 

SuiR Navigation : 

Canalisation and lockage system advo- 
cated 13622-3, 13650, 13655-62, 13692 
Carriers, two companies trading with 
Clonmel and question re advantage of 
different system - - - 13607-17 

Charges, compared with Railway charges, 

13633-4 

Clonmel to Carrick on Suit : 

Condition of current • - - 13583 

Fall of river .... 13664 

Navigation method - - 13586-600 

Length (Waterford to Clonmel) - - 13577 

Lowness of water in dry weather and 
rapids and floods obstacle to full 
benefit being taken of • - 13618-21 

Expenditure worth while - - - 13665 

Importance of • - • - 13601-3 

Improvements by State, approved, 
reasons, etc. .... I36S1-3 

Payments re, by Clonmel - 13627, 13636 

Bates, heavy, and I'eduction advocated 13613-6 
State control with local Advisory Board 

preferred • - • - - • - 13635 

Tidal portion navigation method - 13584-6 

Tideway ... - 13678-9, 13666 

Tonnage - 13680 

Trackway, cost of, paid by Clonmel and 
Tipperary .... 13628-30 

Traffic : 

Agricultural and dairy produce and 

coal • - - • . 13636-45 

from Clonmel, would increase with 

more certain delivery • - 13635 

Question re possibility of develop- 
ment .... 13670-9 

Statistics applied for by 13822, 13828 
Up, larger than down, and reason 13604-6 
Suir Navigation Company, carrying Company 
and wi-^out powers - • - 13648-53 

3.36— n. 


Questions. Index to 

Motors: £vidence. 

f. Canab, F. L. Hei/n - - - - 13862-7 

Expenditure on, and alteration of, roads for 

advocated. Sir H. C. Plunkett ■ 1412-i-6 

as Feeders to Railways advocated. Sir A. 

Binnie ■ - • - - 21543-4 

Iveagli-Pirrie scheme, failure of, etc,, Sir H. F. 

Plunkett, Q. A. Stevenson, Sir -4. Binnie 

14132, 14171-2, 14935, 21543-4 
Question of connection between Mageney 

and Castledermot, S. C. Cope 12961-3, 13006-7 
Question re use of, for Agricultural traffic. 

Sir H. C. Phmkett ... - 14628-9 

Reason for failure of proposed services, 0. A. 

Sterenson 14935 

Use of for heavy traffic, question re, Sir H. G. 

Plunkett 14131-5 

Value of, question, H. Pletcs, Sir A. Binnie 

21236-8, 21497-9 

Mount Mellaiy, would probably subscribe towards 
cost of improvement to River Bhickwatev, J. 

Stanley 26063 


Mountmellick : 

Hooding and removal of weirs, etc., on 

Barrow would relieve, 0. Tough - 32774-6 

Grand Canal formerly used by Kilkenny 

merchants as far as. Captain Cuffe 14343-7 

Traffic from KiUtenny to Dublin sent from, 

Captain Cuffe .... 14644-5-6 

Mount Juliet, River Nore to be crossed above, by 
proposed Canal, A. M. Burden - 14656, 16569 


MovatLagher : 

Fall of River Bann at, Jl/n/or J. .4. Torrens - 15778 

IVeir, lowering of, suggested by certain 

people, Sir A. Binnie .... 21618 
JIo}', fruit and garden produce industry. Canal of 

no use to, Sir A. Binnie .... 21509 
Moycullen Barony, maintenance expenses of 
Lough Corrib Navigation should be partly 
charged to, J. Perry .... 17243-5 

Moynalty, connection of Boyne and Shannon 

would benefit, G. de B. Ball .... 16994 
Mullery, passing place made at, on Grand Canal. 

0. Tough S2785 


MULLERY. MICHAEL, of Athy, boat owner on 

Grand Canal: - . - - 12919,12949 

Barrow River, drei^ng required - 12944-6 


Uband uanal : 

Dry docks, repair and roofing desired 12938-9 

Lie-byes 12932 

Lock-keepers, should attend only to 

look duties ..... 12931 
Passing difficult .... - 12933 

Tolls: 

Change 12947-9 

Published at the station but should 

be put up in public place - 12934-7 

Tonnage, former and present and need of 

dredging 12928-30 

Towpath, increase advocated - - 12933 

Portion of Grand Canal traded over by • 12941-3 


Mullingar : 

Canal Store at. 


Royal Canal, W. P. O'Neill 

12259-62 


Cartage to, D. Sherlock .... 21732 

Coal traffic to, J. Todou! ... - 12172 

Commissioners, Chairman, see Shaw, ilr. 

Condition of Royal Canal towing paths near, 

T. F. Nooney 13921-2 

Cewt of carriage of timber to, on Royal Canal, 


J. Tatlou) : 

Distances from Broadatone by Railway and 
Canal, IF. P. O’Nem ' ' ' Z 

Distance from station to Canal harbour and 
nearest point of Canal, if. Zlomson - 
to Dublin, served by Railway and Cana), Sir 
H. 0. Plunkett - - 

Grain traffic, IF. P. O’Neill . . - - 


12334 

21381 

14021 

12391 


2P 
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INDEX : 


Index to 
E'Mence. 


Qv^ations. 

Mullingar— costi. 

Geavtog Dock : 

Bad condition, but new entrance gates 
in progress, T. F. Noonen - - - 13930 

Suitable for barge traffic and in existence 
before Canal bought by Railway Com- 
pany J. Tadmo - . . . 12251-3 

Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Ta&oxo • 12254-5 

Junction between Grand and Royal Canals 

possible at, B. Sherlock .... 21751 
to Longford, Canal route different to Railway, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett .... 14021-2 

Method of dredging Royal Canal near, T. F. 

Nooney 13916-7 

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland 
Company incoiporated to construct Rail, 
way from Dublin to, 1845, /. Tatfouj . - 12062 

Population, J. Tallow 12074 

Railway and Canal rates, T. F. Nooney, E. 

Morrison ■ . - 13924-5, 21377-8 

Railway projected from Kells, 0. de B. Ball 17007-8 
RaOway rates on coal from Dublin, and ad- 
vantage over Canal, C. H. Bingham - - 13498 

Served better by Canal than by Railway, but 
Railway used chiefly, T. F. Nooney - 13909-11 

Supply of water to, from Royal Canal, com- 
plained of, G. A. Stevenson • - - 14860 

Traffic with Dublin affected by insufficienoy 
of loading accommodation at Spencer 
Dock, R. McKenna .... 13342-6 

Traffic goes to, or Royal Canal, J. Tallow - 12242 
Use of Railway instead of Canal to, A. IF. 

Shaw 14398 

Warehouses on Royal Canal, T. F. Noon^ - 13927 
Mullins, Barrow River tidal to, A. M. Burden - 14728 

Mullins, JL P., reference 14536 

Mungagh River, proceedings for improvement of 
districts drained by, 1715. G. A. Stevenson. - 110-2 

Munster, Dairying industry, increase of co-opera- 
tive methods, Sir H. 0. PlunkeU - . 14087-8 

Mutton, increased traffic expected. Sir H. 0. 

Plunkett 14159 


Xavan : 

Coal traffic from Dublin by Canal aud Railway, 
cost, Q. de B. BaR - - . 17074-7, 17081 

Distance from Dublin, G. de B. Ball - - 16974 

Dry docks erected at, P. J. MacQuman - 26340 
Number of lighters plying between Drogheda 
and, P. J. MacQuillan .... 26340 
Railway and Canal rates to and from. Q. 
de B. Ball, L. Donegan, P. J. MacQuUlan 

16975-80, 17164-7, 26351, 26356-60 
Ter mina tion of Boyne Navigable Inland 
Waterway, Q. de B. Bcdl .... 10970 
Traffic from Drogheda slight, P. J. Mac- 

26367-8 


Ne^lx, Lough: 

Arrangement for pumpmg water into 
Canal not now used, IF. M. Clow - . 16720 

Boats, question ra size of, IF. M. Clow 16789-92 
Canal to Belfast, see Lagan Canal 
Coal along, prospect of finding, J. Oorr 16191-2 
Coalfields : 


Description. J. McNaUy . . 15656-1 

Expectation of traffic on improvement 
of Ballindeiry River, J. McNally 15682-1 
Control, J. B. Qunning-Moore 16018, 16028 I6IO1 
Cost of haulage from Ellis’s Out to Kinneeo 
^t. F. TF. Pdloch . - . 16912-6, 16942-: 

Different sizes of boats on Canals connecting 

in, G. A. Stevenson 

Drainage Trust, Upper Bann River dredged 

by, Ji B. Gunning-Moore ... I601, 
Dredging, and depth, j. B. Gunning-Moore 16102-' 
Excavation proposed (Sir A. Binnie’s report) 

Major J. A. Torrens - . . ’ jsyg 

Flooding complained of. Sir A. Binnie 2144 

Flooding on shores, and Portna Weir the 
cause of. Sir A. Binnie - - . 21474- 

Level above sea, G. Bright .... jgg^ 


Qmiost. 


233 


Neagh, Lough— 

Levels : 

Importance of maintenance of, Sir A 
Binnie - ‘ 

Question re alteration of. Major J. 4' ” 
Torrens - - . . ' ’ ‘t--. 

SUKMEE : 

Flooding at, Major J. .4. Torrens 

T . 15782-3, 15791 

Lowering ot, never asked for, J. B 
Gunning-Moore . . \ 

Maintenance of, existence necessary, ^ 
Bann Drainage CommUtee - naa. .xw 

Navigation risk small, IF. M. Cloxo - 1075^ 

Newport Trench pier, J. McNally . I0697J 

One control advocated, and traffic develop- 
ment question, J. B. Gunning-Moore - 16053i.fi 
Opinion re cutting to Carlingford Lough, J. 

Barton 17320-2 

Proposed second outlet to Mowry: 

not Approved, Sir A. Binnie - 2148441 

Railway rates reduced in district about, by 
land competition, G. A. SUvensoxt - ' . 260 

Report on di-ainago of, by Sir A. Binnie re- 
fened to, G. A. Stevenson 
River to Cookstown, see Ballindorry River. 
Satisfactory waterway to Lough Eme would 
be beneficial, F. L. Ileyn .... jgjj.. 
Scheme, Q. Bright - ' - 16840-7, 17376-82 

Silt caught by. Sir .4. Binnie - - - 21539 

Steam tug, F, L. Hexjn .... igggg 

Traffic from, on Lagan Canal, IF. R. Rea 13368-9, 

Ulster Canal from, to Lough Erne, con- 
structed since 1831, Q. A. Stevenson - 136 

Water communication with Carlingford Lough 
given by New:iy Canal, J. Barton - . 17302 

no Water supplied for Lagan Canal from, 

IF. R. Rea 154-5 

NeiU, V. Duke of Devonshire, F. A. Currey - 26233-7 

Nenagh, carriage of basic slag to, by Grand Canal 
Company, particulars re, 0. Tough - - . 32630 

Newcomen Lock: 

Bye-law re time for passing, non-enforcement 
strictly, and reason, IF. P. O'Neill 21366-7 
Limitation of time for passing through, com- 
plained of, M, Kavanagh .... 17514 
Newport •• 

Flight por ton to Cappoquin. J. Stanley, 26019-21, 
20023. 

Vessels despatched to, by South of Ireland 
Wheel and Waggon Company, J. Statdey 25883 


Newport Trench Harbour; 

Dredging at entrance to harbour, J. B. Gun- 
ning-Moore ...... 16194 

Position of, J. McN(dly - - - 15697-9 

Traffic to, on Upper Bann, J. B. Gimiing- 

Moore 16036 

Wharf, construction and success of, J, 
McNallxj, J. B. Gunning-Moore 16649, 16098-9 
New Ross: 

Harbour Commissioners, rights over waterway 
to Inistiogue, A. M, Burden - • • 14724 

Kilkenny would be connected with, by pro- 
posed Canal to Inistiogue, A. J/. Barden - 14072 
Suir Steam Navigation Company, carriers to, 

/. E. Grulb . . . . . 13718-9 

Tolls to James Street Harbour, Dublin, on 
Grand Canal, S. 0. Ooye - 12966-70, 130024 

Traded to, by Grand Canal, J/. P. O’Brien - 13204 


Newry: 

Albert Basin : 

Enlargement needed, J. Barton - • U344 

Reason for non-enlarcement, J. Barton 

17359-60 

Diversion of traffic to Belfast by Great 
Northern Railway Company, E. Greer - 21697 
Importance increased by cutting of entrance 
bar of Carlingford Lough, J. Barton • • 17311 
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Questions. 

Nc W TT' eonf. 

Improvement of Glaniye River -would have 
been more beneficial to, than improvement 
of Ship Canal, etc., r. JrtWB - - 17421-7 

Light Railwayprojeot, and postponement imtU 
formation of Port and Harbour Trust, T. 

Inoin .... 17395-405, 17429-30 
Opinion re cutting from Lough Nea^h to 
Carlingford Lough J. Barton • 17320-2 

Population, decrease, T. Irwin • • 17437-8 


Pout: 

Customs more than those of Belfast lOO 

years ago, E. Greer ... 21649 
Improvement scheme, 1880, E. Greer 21700-4, 
21719 

Rahway to Armagh, history of, and 
failure o-wing to Great Northern Rail- 
way Company’s proceedii^, E. Greer 21694-9 
Under same control as inland navigation, 
and approval of, J. Barton - 17344-5 

Poet and Hakbottb Tutrsi : 

Capital, etc., T. Invin - • • 17458-61 

Chairman, see Irwin, Thomas • 17394-462 

Constitution, and approval of, T. Irwin 

17418-20 

Engineer, see Barton, James • - 17299-393 

Formation of, reason and proceedings, 

T. Irwin .... 17396-417, 17421 
Newry Navigation o-wned by, J. Barton - 17332 
Proposed New Cut from Lough Neagh via : 

not Approved, i7?r A. BtJiHte - • 21484-9 

Scheme, G. Bright - - 16840-7, 17376-82 

Proposed Rail-way to Tynan, opinion re, E. 

G«er 21706-10, 21713-6 

Railway rates from, IP. E. de F. Kane, J. 

Smith 15927, 16876 

Regular service with Portadown, TF. 21. Clow 16720 
Tonnage and size of boats to, J. Barton - 17316-6 

Traffic : 

-with Belfast, T. Irwin - • - 17444-51 

to Boyne Canal, P. J. MacQuUlan - - 26340 

to Portadown, IF. II. -Clow • - 16729-30 

on Ulster Canal formerly, and decline, E. 

Greer 21666-79 


Hewry Navigation : 

Carrying, J. Barton ... - 17354-5 

Cleaning out needed, ir. J/. Cfoiti . - - 16720 

Company, reasons and proceedings for taking 
over transaction of, and formation of Port 
and Harbour Trust, r. Irwin - 17395-417, 17^1 
Condition, E. Greer .... - 21681 

Decrease of -population in district, T. Irwin 

17437-40 

Dividend, T. Irwin 17433 

Excavation by Company, proceedings, result, 
etc., /. Barton . - - - * 17313-31 

. m Good order, T. Irwin • - - _ • 17443 

Improvement of Ship Canal, etc., but im- 
provement of Glanrye River would have 
been more beneficial, T. Irwin - - 17421-7 

Locks, dimensions, 15^. R. Rea ■ 16832—3, 16838 

Mud brought do-wn by river and dredging 
suggestion, J. Barton - - • 17334-8 

Newry Port under same control as, and 

approval of, J. Barton ... 17344-5 

Q-wned by Ne-wxy Port and Harbour Trust, J . 

Barton 17332 

Paying, T. Irwin ^17432 

Places served by, J. Barton ■ - • -17302-6 

Proposed cut from Lough Neagh not 
approved. Sir A. Binnie - ■ - 21484-9 

Railway on same route. Sir G. H. Plunkett - 14023 

Scheme for connection with Lough Neagh, 

G. Bright 16840-7 

Ship Canal : 

Description, E. Greer - • - 21661-6 

Tonnage of ships, E. Greer . - - 21718 

Sums paid off, T. Irwin ... - 17436 

Used by Lagan boats, W. M. Clow - • 16722 

Value of, and need of development, Sir H, 

0. Plunkett 14070-1 

336.-II. 


Questions. 

Newry Navigation— co««. 

Water supply, improvement needed, IF. 21. 

Glow 16720 

Ulster Canal should be altered to gauge of, 

W. 21. Clow 16787-8 

Ulster Canal not navigable by boat of, 6. A. 

Stevenson 211 

Undertakers under Act of 1729, G. .4. 

Stevenson 118 

Reference, G. A. Stevenson . - • • 158 

Newry and Greenore Railway, constructed after 
improvement of Carlingford Lough Harbour, 

E. Greer 21654 

Ulster Canal not navigable by boats of, 0. 

A. Stevenson 211 

Undertaken under Act of 1729, O. A. Steven- 
son 118 

Reference, 0. A. Stevenson - 158 

Newry, Heady, and Tynan Light Railway, under 
construction and Government grant to, TF. R. 

Rea 16437—9 

Ne-wry River, mud brought down by, and dredging 
suggestion, J. Barton - 17334-8 


Index U 
Bvidenoe. 


New York : 

Rates from Belfast compared with rates from 
Aghalee to Belfast, IF. E. Best - - - 15989 

Rate for com ui'd Hudson River, J. P. Maeguire 13260 

Niromo, Mr., scheme for diversion of water of 
Lough Neagh to Newry not approved. Sir A. 

Binnie 21484-9 

Nooney, John, reference, J. Stanley - - • 26052 

NOONEY, THOMAS F., Member of Royal Canal 

Board of Control : - - - - 13904^13936 

Bricks and peat from Longford now sent by 
Railway instead of by Royal Canal - - 13926 

E-vidence referred to, 21310, 21311, 21315, 21368, 
21377, 21381, 21382, 21394 
Mullingar served bet-ter by Canal than by 
Railway, but Railway chiefly used - .13909-11 

Railway rates and Canal toll on coal to 
Mullingar - - ■ - - 13924-5 

on Royal Canal Board of Control, J. ' Tatlow, 

G. A. Stevenson - - 12230, 12231, 14845 

Royal Canal ; 

Agriculture and Technical Department 
enquiry in progress .... 13923 
Complaints, Board of Trade enquiries 
and results .... 13931-5 

no Cranes 13928 

Dredging proceedings and suggestions 13915-20 
Mullingar graving dock, bad condition 13930 
Revenue derived from sale of -water mid 
rents of land and buildings . • • 13929 

To-wing paths : 

Bad condition of - - - 13921—2 

Gates 13936 

Traffic, increase and would increase 
on improvements ... 13912-4 

Warehouses 13927 


Nore Navigation : 

Account of 14536 

Explanation of scheme for canal from Kilkenny 
to Boistiogue in connection with, A. 21. 

Burden - 14653-9 

Scheme for constraotion of canal along banks 

of...-.--- 14536 

North. Eastern Railway of England: 

Cost of coal less than to Irish Railways, Hon. 

R. A. Nugent 14764 

Price paid for coal, R. Morrison - - - 21398 

North 'Wall; 

Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Toifoio - 1^64—5 

Steam cranes, W. P. O’Neill - - - 12256 

Northumberland coal, price paid by North Eastern 

Railway Company, R. Morrison • - - 21308 

Notts coal, price pmd by certain Railway Com- 
panies. R Ifcrnaon - - -21398,21399 

2P2 
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INDEX : 


JndiM 

Evtiirn 


QuaiMoM. 

NUGENT, HON. R. A., Chairman and Director 
of the Midland Great Western Railway 
of Ireland: - - - 14755-14840,14847 

Evidence referred to, 14856-7, 14870-9, 2132!) 
Midland Great Western Railway, receipts 

decreasing 14795 

Railways, coal more expensive than to English 
and Scotch Railways - - - 14763-5 

Royal Canal: 

Acquisition by Midland Great Western 

Railway Companv and capital cost 14760-1, 
14819, 14830-31 

Board of Control applications to 
Midland Great Western Railway Com- 
pany re 14796-8 

Broadstone branch, nuisance of, and 
proceedings of Mi^and Great Western 
Railway Company re closing 14708-8, 14838 
Loss on, to Railway Company - 14778-94, 14801 
Maintainence by Railway Company 14769-70 
Payment for, by Railway Company 14775-7, 
14814-6 

Question of removal from Lands of 
Midland Great Western Railway, 
Railway Company’s point of view - 14761, 
14709-837 

Oatmeal, traffic from Drogheda to Liverpool, J. A. 

F. Aapinall - 20408 

Oats, see under Grain. 

O BRIEN, MICHAEL PAUL, member of King’s 

County Council: .... 13189-13214 

_ „ [Appendix 4) 

Bailmamore and Ballyootmell Canal - - 13204 

Bann, Upper and LovTOr .... 13204 
Mr. Egan’s evidence generaUy concurred in - 13190 

Erne Navigation 13204 

Examples of rates .... 13194-6 

(Appendix 4, S/atement 1) 

Grand Canal 13204 

Lagan Navigation 13204 

Royal Canal 13204 

Shannon Navigation ; 

Adaptation for sea-going ships, sugges- 
tion re, and original schemes . 13197-214 

Mileage and branches - - - . 13204 

Shannon Development Company’s under- 
standing with Treasury re construction of 
Railway from Dromod to Rooskey - 13199-204 

State control of Railways and Canals, opinion 
and ^ggestions - . . 13193^, 13204 

Ulster Canal 13204 

O’Callaghan, Messrs. E.. & Sons, City Tannery, 
I^erick, Managing Director, see Lom, Coun- 
cillot E. J. 15167-15294 

Octomisii, Mr., ealimat, of plan fop Caa»l*£m‘"^“ 

Kilkenny to Inisiogue 14636 

G’DonneU, Mr., access to house of. F. A. Hackeit - 14301 

Odium, Messrs. W. P, & R : 

Representative in Dublin, see Hunter, Duncan 

Traffic on Grand Canal, D. A. Bunter - 1^60-60 

Office of Works, see Board of Works. 

Gil, Great Northern Railway Rates, W. R. Eta 


15449 


Oliver, Mr., Engineer to the Department of 
culture, otc.: Report and suggestions re afver 
Suir, referred to, and (jiiotod, J. E. Orriub B 4 
HackeU,J.Phdan - 13777-83, 13784, ’l3805 iw-,. 

14260-1. l426i,oQ 

Omagh, all Inland traffic from, passed throueli 
Newry Port when Ulster Canal was made B 
Orcer ’ ' 

■ 2l(j^ 

Omar, Mr., estimated cost of Canal from Kilkenav 
to Iniatiocno - - - . . ^ , 

^ ■ • 14536 

O’Neill, W. J., rofcvonces, J. B. Ounning-Moori 

16025, 16115, 16118 

O’NEILL, WILLIAM PURCELL, Chief Engineer 
of Midland Groat Western Railway of 
Ireland: - - - 12246-12405, 21309-21375 

[Appendices 2 and 16.) 

Broadstone Harbour, filling up of, and con- 
ditions carried out - . . 21341-6 -HSOj 

Canals : 

Ico stoppages rare - • - . 



Weeds 

Gatos on Royal Camil towpaths removed by * 

T. F. Nooney ^ jjgjg 

Grain traffic into Dublin - . . 10395.3 

Longford poat and brick industry - . . 013^3 

Midland Groat Western Railway, extension 

since 1873 

Report re Lower Bann rofcired to, and quoted, 

Major J. A. Torrens ■ ■ - 16738^,15712 

Royal Canal : 

Agricultural district - . . . 

Appliances j.2.2^; 

Banks, height I23gj 

Board of Control - - . 12340-3, 12370 

Board of Trade inspections - 12342, 12345.-54 
Boats : 

Berths for 12332 

Dimensions .... 12270-2 

Draught 12363 

Loading method .... 1225s 

Breaches and stoppages, and list Im-Titfad 
in, 12293-308, 12301, 12320-1, 12328, 12368 
[Appendix 2, Statement t) 
Broaefatono Branch, closing of greater 

part proposed 21347 

Canal stores .... 12*5M2 

Carriers : 

Bargaining by ... . 12103 

Company os 1^ 

Unentei'prising • . . 12404-5 

Complaints as to bad condition not 

agreed to, and expenditure in progress 


Oldbridge : 

Improvement of Elver Eojno 
Drogheda ^d, needed, and suggestions, 

&. de B. Ball ..... 

Termination of Boyne Canal, p. j Mac 

- . 26361 

Gldeastlo, cormeetion of Bojme and Shnnnon 
navigationswouldbenefitpartof.G. deB. BaU- I6994 
Oldham, Professor, report re Lough Bes 18A.S 
E.rel.Si«»fe 


Depths and ividths . . 12273-6, 12381-3 

Docks and harbours on - - • 12251-6 

Draught of loads 13283 

Dredgmg 12292, 21310-2, 21316, 21359-66 
Dual control - - - 12349-60, 123S5-6 

Dull drauglit possible .... 21359 

“ General grumbling ” • - - 12371-3 

Harbours 12374-5 

Harbours and passing places, cleaning of 31316 

Levels and doptlis - . - . 12263-6 

Locks : 

Partieulaa-8 - - - 12263, 12377-8 

Repairs - - 21316, 21321-3, 21327 

Loss 21c37-fl 

Maintenance : 

12328-30, 12364-6 
(Appendix 2, Slatement 3) 
12332-7 
21316 


Expenditure 


Through bogs - 
Maynooth Wharf 


w. Midland Great Western Railway 

12333-4. 12337-9 
Newcomen Lock, byo-law re passing 21366-7 

New works 12309-10 

Population served • - - • 12284-5 

Receipts and loss .... 21329-39 

Receipts from rents and sale of water 2136^73 
, Sale of water ...... 21374 
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Questions. 

O’NEILL. WILLlAJI PURCELL, etc — coni. 

RoTAL Canal— con/. 


Section handed in - • • - 12268-9 

Shannon tiaffic .... 12400-2 

Shoals and weeds, removal of and method 

21316, 21317. 21353-4, 21357-8 
Storage facilities and comparison with 
railway ..... 12S74-89 

Stores provided, but non-use of - 21314-5 


Towing paths : 

Condition of, and arrangement re 
repairs of damage by cartwheels 12311-5 
Repaii-s ... - 21316, 21324-5 

Traffic : 

no Grain, i eason .... 12290 
Peat, decline . - • - 122‘'7-9 

Verges cleaned ..... 21328 
Watei' level, maintenance • - 21361—4 

Water, reductions from 1893 - 12295-308 

(.4ppendi'.'E 1, Statement 1) 
Water supply 12266, 12279-80, 12281-2, 12335-6 
Weeds and weeding 12266-7, 12316-9, 12366 


SPENcnsR Dock ^ 

Construction, date 12357 

Dimensions ... - - 12249-50 

Receipts ..... 21329-39 

Storage accommodation 21314, 21318, 21355-6 
Statement re di'cdging on Royal Canal, T. F. 

Nooney ■ ■ 13919 

Time taken in journey from Longford to 
Dublin by Railway and Canal - - - 12394-5 

References. T. F. Nooney, IIL M. Gloiu, 

H. Shillington ■ - - 13932, 16727, 16956 


■0‘RYAN, Dk., member of Tipperary South Riding 

County Council : . - - - 13551-13673 

Canals : 

Maintenance of present, advocated, but 

no scope for new - - 13666, 18563 

Restoration and handing over to Irish 
representative body advocated 13563—4, 13673 
Grand Canal, depths and opinion re ■ ■ 13563 

Suit Navigation, complaints as to shortness 
of water, etc. - - . • • 13562-3 

Suir Trackway Navigation, Tipperary County 
Council would be rvilling to maintain, in 
new scheme .... - 13564—72 

'Osborne, Sir William, grant obtained by, for Suir, 
navigation improvements, J. E. Grubb • - 13808 


Otway, Mr. : 

Employment as surveyor of River Black- 
water, question re, J. Stanley - - - 25913 

Engineer of the Railway from Waterford to 

lismore, J. Stanley ■ • • 25912, 25915 

Estimate of cost of improving River Black- 
water, C. P. Carroll 26088-9, 26179-80, 20199 
Survey made of River Blackwater and report 
quoted, J. Stanley • - 26027, 25912, 26087-8 

Gwel, Lough, Royal Canal supplied from, W. P. 

O'Neil 12280, 12335 

Paddenstown, water tor Royal Canal drarvn from 
river at, W. P. O'Neill . • 12280 

Park Bridge, scheme for sluices at, and building of 
bri^e, H. V. Moroney - 14079-85, 15006, 16039 


JarUament- 

Aots : 

28 Henry ,Vni. cap. 


!, powers re Suir 
Navigation under, E. A. Hackett 14226-30 

I and 2 Will. IV., Cap. 33, reforcnce, O. 

A. Stevenson .... - 140 

1715 ; to encourage the draining of 
improving of the bogs, etc. 

{A-pyendix 2, .'Statement .1, 'pa^e X.) 
Commissioners appointed to enforce, 

by Act of 1729, G. A. Stevenson - 112 

Provisions of, (?. A. Stevenson 110-XU 

Reason for failure of, O. A. Steven. 
rfoM X12 


Questions. Index to 

Parliament— con/. Evidence. 

Acts— con/. 

1800, appointment of Directors of all 
works re inland navigation by, duties, 
etc., Ireland. O. A. Stevenson • 130-133 

.4gricultm-al and Technical Department, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett .... 13978 
Boyne Navigation, Transfer -4ct, P. J. 

MaeQuUlan ..... 26346 
Lough Corrib Navigation made under, 

Prof. Townsend- .... 17229 
Drainage -4ct, 1863 .... 16418 

Grand Jury Act - - - 13709-11. 13810 

■ Great Southern and Western Railway 

Amalgamation .Act, G. Tough 12463, 32674-7 
Irish Development Act, grant to Newry, 

Keady and Tynan Light Railway under, 

W. F. Pea 15437 

Labourei-s, reference, P. Kennedy- • 14743 
Lagan Navigation : 

Perpetual, W. P. Pea * - • 16691 

Renewals, IF. if. Rea • - 16691-5 

Land Aot, 1903, Government asked to 
advance money for proposed Canal 
from Kilkenny to Inistiogue under, 

P. Kennedy 14742 

Light Railways Act, 1889, reference, 

G. A. Stevenson 14846 

Light Railways and Tramways (Ireland) 

Act of 1883, reference, G. A. Stevenson 14845 
Local Government Aot, 1898, J. B. Grubb 13810 
Marine Works Act, 1902, reference, G. 

A. Stevenson 14845 

Midland Great Western Railway of 
Ireland Company, J. Tallow, G. A. 

Stevenson 12062-3, 12085-6, 121^78, 12208, 

12210, 12186, 14833, 14841, 14844, 14S45 
Newy and Coalialand Navigations 
undertaken imder, 1729, and pro- 
visions, Q. A. Stevenson ■ - 112, IIS 

Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 : 

Board of Trade inquiry re Royal 
Canal under, J. Tatloio • - 12094 

Grand Canal Company exempted 
from carrying coaL G. Tough 

12706-11, 12833-6 
Pi'ovisioixal Order under, re Strabane 
Canal, J. Toner - . 16294, 16350 

References .... 13270, 14883 

Railway and Canal reference - - 13633 

Railways, Ireland, Act, 1896, reference, 

G. A. Stevenson 14845 

Royal Canal, J. Tatlow, G. A. Stevenson 

12060, 12061 ,12185, 12226, 12227 
re Spencer Dock, J. Tatlow . 

12120, 12121, 1-^08 
Suir River Navigation Company, 1836, 

J. E. Grubb ■ - 13702-7, 13717, 13726 

Tramways and Public Companies Act, 

1883, Light RaOway built under powers 
of, G. A. Stevenson .... 14930 
Ulster Canal and Tyrone Navigation 
Act, 1888, Canals taken over by Lagan 
Navigation Company under, W. if. 
ifeo - - - 15375, 15386, 15403 

Bills : 

Mr . Banan’s, Public Trust for Lreland on 
lines of, sug^ted IF. Field - 13438-9 

Commercial, difficulty in getting passed, 

W. Field - . - - - 13440, 13450 

Government, re Lower Bann, Sir A. 

Binnie .... 21448, 21600-4 

Introduced by Midland Great Western 
Railway, 1877, re tolls, etc., on Royal 
Canal, G. A. Stevenson • - - 14846 

Newry HArbour, 1880, E. Greer • 21781-4, 

21719 

Promoted by Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany, TV. if. Rea ... 15397-402 

Railway from Newry Port to -Armagh, 

G. Greer 21694-8 

Enquiry into Irish Public Works by Sir James 
Allport’s Commission, 1886, i^erred to, 

O. A. Stevenson 14845 
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INDEX : 


Indtx to 
Evidence. 


Parliament — eont. 


Questions. 


Enquiry into Strabane Cjaial, 1896, J. Toner 16292 
Grand Canal Company’s agreements -with 
Railway Companies not sanctioned by, and 
question re safeguarding of public interests, 

G. Tough ■ - - • - 32668-79 

Select Committee on Railways, 1381, 1882, 
evidence referred to. Sir H. C. Plunkett - 14023 


Peat: 

Industry on Blackwater, and use of RaUway, 

E. Pleivs 21108-11 

from Longford, now sent by Railway instead 
of by Royal Canal, T.F. Nocmey - • 13926 

Making of sulphate of ammonia from, D. 

Sherlock 21762^ 

Question re development of industry. Sir H. C. 

Plunkat 14008-16 

Tbutio : 

. Grand Canal, W. P. O'NeiU, H. Egatt, 

Sir H. Plunkett 12289, 13116-8, 13138, 14009 
Royal Canal, decline, IF. P. O'NeiU 12287-9 

Peat Moss: 

Canal traffic cheaper than Railway to Porta- 
down, anddevefopment question, Sir S. G, 
Plunkett, W. M. Clow ■ - 14106, 16764-7 

Connection between Grand Canal and Rail- 
way at TuUamore needed for, D. Sherlock 21730-7 
Importation, Sir E. O. Plunkett, E. Egan, F. 

L. Eeyn, B. Sherlock ■ 13139-40, 14010, 14016, 

14107-11, 15840-2, 21734 
Importation and traffio development question, 

IF. if. Clow 16766-7 

Increased manufacture expected. Sir E. 0. 

Plunkett 14107-10 

Irish industry might be developed with better 
water communication, F. L. Eeyn • 15840-5 

Rates complained of, D. Sherlock 21735, 21738-43, 

21763-7 

Perishable goods, traffic expected if Ulster Canal 

were improved, Earl of Erne - - - 16404 

PERRY, JAMES, County Surveyor, County of 
Galway, and Engineer to Lough Corrib 
(Navigation) Milling Board : - - 17236-96 

COKETB, liOtrSH: 

Award re levels, unreliability of Board of 
Work’s figures - - . . 17287-90 

Railways and proposed Railways serving 17246-9 

Steamers 17260-4 

Traffic on, and from sea- - - 17240-1 

CoBMB, LotrOH, Navioation j 

Boats, suggestions re - - 17279, 17282-6 

Bridges : 

Bad condition of, and repair and 
rebuilding necessary - - 17271-5 

County of Galway would have to 

oontribute to cost of re-building -17294-6 
Cleaning out necessary - - 17276-8 

Defecte and navigation difflcultieB - 1 7255-69 

Freights, no complaint to make on sub- 
ject of 17270 

, Maintenance expenses should be charged 
to certain Baronies of CJounty of 
Galway, not to whole County - -17243-6 

Satisfactory as a whde - - 17291-3 

Traffic, slight, compared with capital 
expenditure - - . . . 17242 

Trustees, system approved - - 17280-1 

Evidence referred to. Prof. Townsend - 17297-8 

Reference, Prof. Townsend .... 17230 

PHELAN, JAMES, Boat owner. River Suit: 26247-334 
Clonmel, Railway rates low - . . 26320 

Railways, rates, comparison between towns 
with and, without a waterway - - - 26301 

Sum Navigation : 

Abandonment of, were Railway rates 
fixed, question, re - . . 26321-4 

no Authorities - - . . 26331-4 


PHELAN,. JAMES — cont. 
Sum Navigation — cotit.- 


Questionti 


Cai-goos lightened at Carrick-on-Suir 

with Original load right tlixough 
Clonmell desired - . . 

Plying Between Waterford and ' 
Clonmel' • - . . _ 2624" 

Tonnage of. cargo on good workiiw ‘ 

■ ■ • ■ 

Average annual tonnage carried 

26266, 26267, 2623!c 
Distribution of traffic 26256, 26268, 26260' 
Number of horses • . 2625l-i> 

Closing of, to Clonmel probable effect 
on railway rates - • - . 20301 

Condition 26306-10- 

Connection -with Shannon, question re 
advisability .... 26292-6 

Difficulties in navigation above Carriok- 

^on-Suir 26253-4 

Flooding of towpath and shallows 26277-9- 

Formerly more teams of horses and boats 
and reason for diminution - -26270-5 

Impiuvements : 

would bo Advantageous - 26327-8 

Financial assistance, question re 26303-5 
Methods not considered • - 26331 

Payment for, question re - 26325-6 

Plans put forward for, question re 
views on - - - - 26282-ff. 

to Rivera necessary to maintain - 26 


— -0-1 

Nothing done to improve, except what 
boato'wners have done - - - 2630S 

Only carries above - - - 26249-50 

Route traded on 26330 

Statement re total number of barges, 
question re .... 28286-9 

Successful competition 'with railway 26296-300 
Teams of horses for towing number 26268-9 
no Toll charged between Carriok-on- 
Suir and Clonmel .... 26291 
Traffic : 

no Authority to regulate - - 26290 

Cessation probable .... 2727S 
Nature - - - 26261-5, 26267 

Two-thirds inwards - - - 26266 

Phelan, William & Sons, boat owned by, trading 
into Clonmel, J. E. Orubh - - 13819-22, 13828 

Phibsboro, Branch of Royal Canal tO' Broadstone, 

J. Talloio 12072, 12081-4 

Piers and harbours, sum for building of, allotted 
from Irish Church Surplus Fund under Act of 
1883, 0. A. Stevenson ..... 14845 


PUltown River, navigable tributary of the Suir, 

J. E. Grubb 13749. 13751 


Exported by South of Ireland Wheel and' 
Waggon 6>mpany, J. Stanley • • - 258S) 

Traffic from Cfeppoquin to Dungarron, J. 


Plate River, reference, R. Smith - 


PLEWS, HENRY, General Manager of Great 

Northern Railway of Ireland: • - 21077-308 

Ballinderry River, canalisation not justified • 21183 
Ballinamoeii and Balltoonnbld Oanad: 

Account of - - - - - 21126-8' 

Resuscitation : 

Alterations of Ca-van and Leitrim 
Railway needed in case of - 21131-* 

Questions re Cavan and Leitrim 
Railway in connection with 21137-^ 
no Traffic since completion - • ■ 2123 

Use of, for drainage • 21129-30, 21239-44 
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Qtiestiom. 

SLEWS, HENRY — cont. 

BoTSB Navigation: 

History 21161-3 

Traffic not sufficient to keep it open, and 
Railway competition - • - 21166^ 

CaNaia: 

no Commercial success expected • 21179, 21234 
no Future for, and question of construe. 

tiou of new .... 21268-73 

Question of expenditure of public money, 

21167-98, 21229, 21276-86 
Railways sufficient for present and 

future traffic 21235 

Cavan and Leitrim Railway, - 21197-9, 21230-2 

‘Donegal Railways, grant to • • 21303-7 

Enniskillen and Bundoran Railway, expendi- 
ture on, more beneficial tlian expenditure 
on Canal would have been - ■ - 21207 

Erne, Lough, no trading boats on - 21180-1 

"Evidence referred to - 26310. 20343, 26338-9 

•Great Northern Railway : 

AiTangements with traders on Lagan 

Navigation, but not with Company 21213-5, 
21288, 21296-7 

Effect of Lagan Navigation 21216-8, 21287-8 
Loan to portion of line • - - 21228 


Questions. Indet to 

PLUNKETT’, RT. HON. SIR HOR.ACE C., Evidence. 

K.C.V.O. — cont. 

Aoaicui/ruRE : 

Goods suitable for 14008, 14017, 14089 
Goods not suitable for - - 14112-6 

Increase and expectations - 14085-7 

Useless for certain classes of goods ’ 
13995-14007 

Co-operation among farmers - - 14086-8 

Elements rasential for success of, and im- 
portance of transit question 13986-94, 14104-6 
Expected expansion and reasons for 14166-9 
Questionreuseofmotorsfortraffic • 14028-9 

AGEICDLTtJBE AND TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT : 

Complaints re Canal rates can be made to 

13982-4 

Endowment Fund : 

Dredging operations at Arklow - 14061 
Particulars re and question re possi- 
bility of expenditure on Canals - 18985, 

14190-6, 14201-4 

Powers in cases of complaints against 

Railways 13978-81 

BaMnamore and Ballyconneil Canal, derelict 14076 
Barrow Navigation .... 14184-9 


Lagan Navigation : 

Boats owned by merchants, etc., them- 
selves 21160 

Loss from Ulster Canal • - - 21159 

Jdotors, question re value of - - 21236-8 

.Railwatb : 

Rates, comparison with English • 21248-9 

Subsidy question - - • 21226-7 

•Strabane Canal : 

Expenditure of public money on, not 

advocated 21182 

Half loads 21295 

Rates, arrangement made between Duke 
of Abetcom and Great Northern Rail- 
way Company ■ ■ - 21293-4 

'Through Route from Belfast to Limerick : 
Employment of three different steamers 
considered necessary - - 21149-61 

Traffic would not justify improvement, 

21143-58 

Tillage, no increase and no prospect of 
i) increase in west of Ireland - • 21208-10 

'Tonnage of traffic from Belfast to Limerick 21233 
'Transit facilities in excess of traffic 21185, 21219-23 
'Ulster Canal : 

Authorised 1825, and completed 1842 • 21078 
Estimated cost and advances • - 21079 

Extent 21078 

Further expenditure on, nob advocated 21178 
Loss on, oy Lagan Navigation Company 

21100-3, 21244-6 

-Receipts and expenditure five years 
entog Match, 1880, loss on, sale 
recommended, and proceedings re 21085-93 
•Reversion to Commissioners of Public 
Works, condition of, and expenditure 

on 21082-3 

'Scarcity of traffic, and drainage of and 
conversion into grass land suggested 

21104r-24 

'Taken possession of by Exchequer Loan 

Commissioners 1851, and lease of 21080-2 
'Traffic, and improvement justifiable 21085, 
21260-66 

'Vice-regal Commission on Railways - 21167, 
21172-3, 21224 

PLUNKETT. RT. HON. SIR HORACE C., 
K.C.V.O., Vice-President of the Depart- 
ment of AgrioaltFure and Technical Instruo- 
-Hen for Jreland : - • - - 13977-14221 

{Appendix 8) 


Canal connection between Belfast and the 

Shannon, question of 14077-80, 14129-3, 14129, 
14163-4 

Can-ALS ; 

Barges, opinion re size - - - 14142-5 

Central public authority advocated 14081-3, 
14084. 14179-81 

Improvement, expenditure, justification 
question ... - 14146-9, 14170 

Limited in functions - . - . 13994 

Jiloney should not be taken from other 
means of transit for - - • 14127-8 

Policy must depend on Railway policy 
and road facilities - 14027-14029, 14092 

Public trust with power to spend public 

money advocated and suggestion 14059-64, 
14092-4 

Question of considering proceedings of 

other counties 14099 

Railway rates reduced by - - - 14076 

Regularity of service important - 14053-5 

Tolls, question of freedom from - 14095-8 

Tonnage and class of traffic 14030-41, 14118-20, 
14130-2 

Traversing of routes by Railways - 14018-26 

Vacillating policy between drainage and 

navigation .... 141^-3 

Central authority for Canals, Railways and 
Roads, suggestions re 14207-13 

Ckeamerias increase, and question of traffic 14091 
Dublin, traffic with Athlona - - 14049-61 

Gbank Canal : 

Company as esrriers approved of 14056, 14161 
Condition .... - 14057—8 

“ Fly-boat ” 14055 

Importance, success, and outlets 

14042-6, 14130, 14215 

Regular service 14063 

Tonnage - 14119 

Hay, export of, not important - • 14100-3 

Industries, expected expansion and reasons 

for 14166-9 

Iveagh-Pirrie scheme ...» 14171-2 

Lagan Navigaihon ; 

no Dividend .... 14073, 14130 
Importance ... - 14073, 14216 

Suggestions re 14073 

Tonnage 14119 

MilV and butter, conveyance of - - 14165-6 

Motors, question re use of, for heavy traffic 14131-5 
Newry Navigation • - - • -14070-1 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



300 


INDEX : 


Index to 
Emdence. 


Questions. 

FLUNKETT, RT. HON- SIR HORAf:E, 0., 
K.C.V.C. — coni. 

Peat : 

Increased maniifaeture expected - 14107-10 

Question rc development of industry 14008-16 
Peat moss litter, importation 14107, 14010, 14016, 
14111 

Railway.? : 

Rates, question re effect of Canals and 

Canal omiership on - • - 14136-0 

Ready, but not always able, to give 
facilities and promote new industries 14140-1 
Roads : 

Advantage over Canals and questions re 
use, etc. 14153^, 14160, 14173-8, 14205 
Expenditure on, and alteration of, advo- 
cated 14124-6 

Royal Canal : 

Considerations raised by, in Irish Canal 

problem 14069 

Important 14210 

Maintenance and development question 14066-7 
Only Canal Railway owned - - - 14072 

Weeds 14068 

Shannon Navigation, improvement question 14047-8 
Suir Navigation, Clonmel to Carrick-on-Suir, 

control and improvement question • 14196-200 

Transit facilities, development of s^tems 

needed 14090 

Ulster Canal 14074-6 

Winter daiiying and Canal transit • - 1404S 


POLLOCK, P. W., Town Clerk of Lurgan: 16900-47 

Ellis’s Cut, connection with main road to 
Lurgan required and Canal connection 
preferred ‘ - . 16944-7, 16916-23, 16934 

Evidence referred to, H. ShilUngton. - - 16949 

Lagan Canal: 

Dredging required - - . 16908-9 

Necessity of light loads complained of 18905-15 
Rates, and comparison with Railway rates 

16928-33, 16934 

Tollage 16937-8 

Traffic : 

Better facilities and shelters and 

cranes would increase - - 16935-6 

between Belfast and Lurgan 16924-7 

from Belfast to Kinnego Cuts - 16904 
Lurgan : 

Carting of goods from Portodown 16932-3 

Coal traffic to district of, and effect of 
water communication - . 16939-40 

Lough Neagh, cost of haulage from Ellis’s 

Cut to Kinnego Cut - - 10912-5, 16942-3 

Reference, It. ShUUngUm - - . . 16961 

Population, decrease, J. Tadow - • . ' . 12075 

Pork traffic, possibilities, Strabane Canal, J 
Odhem 


Portadown : 

Canals : 

to Lagan Navigation not advocated, W. 

M. Clow 16760- 

to NewTy, see Newiy Canal. 

V. Railways, TF. M. Clow - . . J677 

Traffic development question, W. M. 

Clow - . . . 16762- 

Carting of goods to Lurgan. F. W. PoUock 16932- 
Effect of Cana! on Railway rates, and Rail- 
way’s attempt to catch traffic, W. M. Cloio 

1674S-5 

Frmt and garden produce industry, Canal of 
no use to. Sir A. Binnie - - . . 2I6O 

Industries, traffic and water communication 
w ii. Cle w - - . . 18 , 20 , iem -3 

Population, IF. M. Clow .... J072 
Railway and Canal rates from Belfast, Tf. M. 

16743- 


Portadown-Mii<. 

Railway rate from Coalisland witli or without 
Canal competition, J. Gorr 16136-7, 16163 161 

Served by Lagan and Newi-y Canals, J ^ 
Barton, TF. It. Rea - . . Issqq i-of,. 

Urban Council, evidence on behalf of, see Clow ’ 

IG7i8.I»83, 

Portarlington : 

Business carried on by MassiB. W. P. & R. 
Odium at, D. A. Hunter - • . . 

Canal rates to Dublin, James Street harbour ' ^ 
and River, and Ralhanagan, H Egan 

13083. 13091, 13095. 13l87.g 

Transferring barley from Railway to Canal 
at, H. Etjan .... 13053^ 

Porter, see Ale and Porter. 

Porter, Mr., of Belleislo, Bteameia run by, on Lister 

Canal, Earl oj Erne 

Portglenono, shoal at, on T^ower Bann. excavation 
proposed {Sir A. Binnie’s report). Major J. A. 


Torrens 


15736 


Portna Weir ; 

Excavation of rock above, recommended, and 
estimate (Sir A. Bimiio’s report). Major J. 

A. Torrens, Sir .4. Binnie • - 15736, 21593 

Fall of River Bann at. Major J. A. Torrens • I5778 

Flooding on shores of Lough Neagh caused 
by, and removal proposed, Sir A. Binnie 2U14-H 
Lowering suggested by various people, Sir 

A. Binnie ojgjg 

Removal : 

Question re effect of, on Lough Beg, 

Sir A. Binnie .... 21607-12 

Rooommonded (Sir A. Binnie’s report) 
and objected to, sluice gates suggested 
instead, 3fnjor J. A. Torrens, Sir A. 

Binnie 15736, 16744-7, 15750, 21456-92' 
Suggested alteration of Lower Bann Naviga- 
tion at, J. Barton 17365 


Portobello Harbour, Poclc = 

Dues, D. A. Hunter 12886 

Repairs needed, D. A. Hunter • - - 12884 

Ports : 

Canal prosperity dependent on connecting 
large city, coalfield or manufaoturiag dis- 
trict with, fi'ir -4. Rt'ame - - - 21503-4 

Importance of Canals being connected with, 

T. Irwin 17452-4 

Portumna ; 

Canal rate on hides, E. J. Long • - ■ 151G8 

{Appendix , iStoiejiisni 1) 
Rate to, if Shannon locks wore altered, H. 

Lefroy 15306 

Potatoes : 

Canals useless for transit of early, Sir H. G. 

Plunkett 14001-2, 14114-5 

Expected development of production of 
early, Sir H. C. Plunkett . - - - 14116 

Railway and canal rates, J. McNaUi/, IF. F. 

de V. Kane, IF. M. Clow - 15671, 16929. 16750 

Strabane Canal, trafiin ' imssibilities, J. 
Golkoun 16610 


Poulakerry, bends at : 

Straightening of, would be advantageous 
and not very expensive, J. E. Orubb 1^639-« 
Referred to, J. B. Qndih - • 13785, 13787 

Power, Mr., coasting seiwicc approved by, 
G.deB.BaU 170-26 


Poyntz Pass : 

Served by Newry Canal, J. Barton ■* • 17666 

Summit ot Newry Conai, and scheme for con- 

nection with Lough Neagh, G. Bright 16846-/ 
Pringle, Major, inspection and i-eport on Strabane _ 
Canal, Cdonel Baillie .... I 660 IH 
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Queetiona. 

Pablio Worlcs, enquiiy by Sir J fimes Allport’a Com- 
mission, 1880. Inferred to, G. A. Stevenson - 14845 
Queen’s County, coal output .... 14638 


Quealions. 

Railways— 

Influence re Canals liai-mful, .4. TI’. Shaw, E. 

J. Long ■ . - 14343-C, 14351-3, 131D5-6 

Larger trucks, Sir A. Binnie ■ * 21568-70 


Lidex to 
Evidence. 


Kaoan : 

Bricks carried from, on Grand Canal, H.Egan 13114-3 
Peat litter sent from, on Grand Canal, if. 

Egan 1313S 

Railway material imported by South of Ireland 
•nTieel and Waggon Company, J. Hmhy • ■ 25850 

Railways: 

Advantage of Canals for carriage of grain, 

H". M. Clow ■ .... 1C744 

Agriculture and Teelinioal Department, 
powers in cases of complaints against. Sir 

H. C. Plunkett 13978-81 

Arrangements with Canals like that of Sou'll 
Western Rail ay objected to, M. Goodbody 17492 
Benefit of improved water communication to, 

E. L. Heipi, W. E. Best • - 16838-9, 15972-4 

Built by Government money, A. W. Shaw -14504-0 
Canals a, and question of developing, W. M. 

Clow ...... 16770—4 

Canal rates between certain places with and 
without Railway competition, H. Egan 13074-96, 
13187-8 

i>. Canals, re coal traffic, W. J. Haughton - 32593 
Canals should act as feeders to, A. W. Shaw - 14392 
Carriage per ton per mile - - - 16614-6 

Central Authority for Canals, Roads, and, 
suggestions re. Sir H. C. Plunkett • 14207-13 

Central control for Canals and, advantageous, 

D. Sherlock 21732 

Chaiges, compared with Suir Navigation, 

T. P. Morrissey .... 13633—4 

Coal toe : 

More expensive than for English Railways, 

A. 11'. Shaw ■ - - 14381-8, 14454-S 

Prices paid by various Companies, E. 

Morrison - ... - 21397-404 

Commercial prosperity of Ireland barred by 
present methods of. W. Field - - • 13436 

Companies : 

.Agreements with Canal Companies : 
no Objection to publication of, in 

future, Q. Tough - - 32680-3 

Prejudicial to Canal improvements 
and a restriction of trade to a 
certain extent, 6. Tough 

32710-7, 32720-2 

should be Exempted from navigation 
rate, J. B. Gunning-Moore ■ • 16068 

Ready but not always able to give facili- 
ties and promote new industries, Sir 
H. C. PlunkeU ■ - - 14140-1 

CoMPETirroN WITH Canals : 

Impolitic, A. TI'. Shaw ■ ■ - 14374-5 

None, where there is not transliipmcnt 
involved, J. Stanley • ■ - 25982 

Reason for condition of Canals and 
co-operation advocated, TF. E. Beat 

16966-71. 15993-7 

Considered future channel for communication, 

Sir A. Binnie 21496 

Diversion of coal traffic to. from Canals com- 
plained of. TF. Wallace .... 17505 
Effect on Canals, 0. A. Stevenson - ■ 160 

Effect of Government control of Canals, R. 

Smith . 16561 

English and Scotch coal waggons, C. B. 

Bingham .... 13303, 13326-7 

Facilities for interchange of traffic witii Grand 
Canal, required, H. Egan - - - - 13503 

Guarantees and grants, H. Flews - - 21279-85 

Hardships on Canals in sanctioning of G. de 

B.BaU 17114 

Importance of Canals with view to, M. Good- 

body 17488-9 

Importance ai means of transit. Sir H. C. 

Plunkett - " - - . - • - 13991 


Light : 

Disadvantages, J. McNally ■ - • 13628 

More useful as feeder to Railways in dis- . 

tricts not served by Canal, F. L. Heyn 13819-20 
Loading facilities better than on Grand Canal, 
but malt sent by Canal, H. Egan • 13160-7 

Loans from Board of Works, 6". A. Stevenson. 183-9 
Maintenance of Canal for purpose of competi- 
tion with, not advocated, Sir A. Binnie 21622-34 
Motors as feeders to, advocated. Sir A. Binnie 

21543-4 

People ready to find money for, H. Plews 21187-90 
Perishable commodities sent by passenger 
train. Sir H. C. Plunkett .... 14004 
Policy re Canals must depend on policy re, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett - - - 14027-9, 14092 

Pooling arrangements common, G. Tough - 32770 
Rates : 

Coal: 

with and without Canal competition, 

C. H. Bingham - - 13498-501 

(Appendix 4. Statement 1) 
Dungarvan to Cappoquin, Stanley 26013 
ComparisTu with Canals, F. L. Heyn 15870-2 
Comparison with English, H. Plews, R. 

Morrison - - - - 2 248-9, 21405-9 

Complamts, H. Egan. IF. Field, A. IF. 

Shaw, Earl of Erne 13176-83, 13463-4, 
14341-2, 14446-53, 16399 
Difficulty of raising, H. Plews - 21290-1 

Effect of Canals on, Q. A. Stevenson, 0. 

Tough, 8. O. Cope, Sir H. C. Plunkett, 

B. A. Rockett, IT'. R. Rea, J. McNally, 

F. L. Heyn, J. B. Gunning-Moore, J. 

Coor, W. M. Cloic, H. Plews, 216, 255-60, 
12703-6, 12987, 14070, 14256, 15426, 13446-61, 
15439-65, 15673-6, 15846-7, 16059, 16136-7, 
16165-8, 16162, 16748-55, 21289 
English cross-sca rates more than, Q. 

Tough 32771-3 

Examples of, and compai'ison with Canals, 

M. P. O'Brien, T. F. Nooney, A. TF. 

Shaw, IF. R. Rea, J. McNally, IF. F. 
de F. Kane, J. Golhoun, TF. Jlf. Clow, J. 

Smith, F. IF. Pollock, L. Donegan, R. 

Morrison - 13194-6, 13924-5, 14472-4. 

15448-9, 15483-7, 16669-74, 15927-9, 
16602-3. 16620-3. 16743-4, 16871-7, 
16,889-91, 16928-31, 16934, 17157-67, 
21377 

(Appendix 3, Statement 1) 
Hides, compared with Canal, B.J.Long 15165-70 
(Appendix , Statement 1) 
Kilkenny markets extinguished owing to, 
and relief desired, Captain Ouffe - - 14571 

Leather, and comparison with Canal, E. 

J. Long 15171-3 

(Appendix , Statement 1) 
Low, not caused by Canals, E. J. Long 15243-7 
Maintenance of Canals for purpose of 
keeping doivn, desirable, J. Barton 17363-1 
Necessary reduction of Canal rates on, to 
induce traffic being given to Canal®, 

H. Egan ..... 13141—3 

Reasonable in certain cases, E. J. Long • 15255 
Reduction : 

by Blackwaterd, improvements an- 
tiripated, J. Stanley - - - 25908 

Co-operation among farmers would 
be a force to bear on Companies 
for, jStV A. Binnie - - - 21571 

Desii^, H. Egan - . - 13184-6 

to Kill canal traffic, C. H. Bingham 

13529-33 

in Places without Canal competi- 
tion advocated, J. McNally - 15075-6 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



302 


WDEX : 


■Index (0 
Evidence. 


Railways— 

Rates— fOW/. 


Questions. 


Tlirough : 

witli Canals: 

None at present, *4. 1^. Shaio ■ 1434S 
over Waterford and Liuierick 

Railway, A. W. 81mo 14521-7 
with Railway, none between Belfast 
and Limerick and traffic tliore- 
fore sent by aea, -4. W.Shaiu 14364-6 
With, and without water competition, 

Captain Cu^e, J. Phelan ■ 14572-5, 20301 

Railway controlled, Royal Canal the only 
one. Sir H. C. Plimkeit - . . . 14072 


Btate Contbol: 

Advocated, H. Egan, J. Sinitk 13105, 1G882-3 
Approved of, reasons and methods, 21. 

P. O'Brien 13193-4 

Question re Royal Canal in case of, .-If. 

Ooodbody 17474-6 

Some canals might be closed, H. Bgiin - 131S3 
State Control of Canals, question re effect on. 

Sir H. C. Plunkett, Sir A. Binnie 14167-7, 21607-8 
Subsidy question, H. Plcws • ■ 21174, 21226-7 

Sufficient for present and future ti-affic, H. 

Plews 21235 

System, development needed, Sir II. C. 

Plunkett 14090 

Traitic: 

Belfast.^ and rates not o-omplaineJ of 
F. L. Heyn . - . .. 15823 

Coal: 

Objections and water carriage pre- 
ferred. IV. J. Hanghton - 32393-5 

by Messrs. Tedcaatle & Co., C. H. 
Bingham .... 13476-7 

Heavy : 

Canals preferred for, C. H. Bingham, 

A. W. Shaw, R. B. Fair, P. L. 

Heyn, J. Corr 13460, 13473, 13478-9, 
14375, 14491-5, 15607-8, 15824-5, 
16139-40 

Question revalue of Canal? for taking, 

Sir A. Binnie - - . 21563-4 

Hides and leather, preferred to Canal 
and reasons, E. J. Long 15161-75, 15272-4 
Scarcityof, H. Pleias 21171. 21176, 21220-3, 21225 
Transit conditions, revolutionisation neces- 


sary, W. FiM 13429 

Traversing of Canal routes by. Sir C. H. 

Plunkett 14018-26 

mor.“ Useful than Canals, J. Tallow - . 12239 

Vice-Regal Commission on, H. Plews • - 21167 


21172-3. 21224 


Railway and Canal Commissiouers: 

Enquiry held by, re Royal Canal rates referred 
to, J. Tatlow, G. A. Stevenson 12088-90, 14816 
Grand Canal Commissioners not submitted 
•io, and question re safeguarding of public 
interests, G. Tough ■ - . . 32668-79 

Great Southern and Western Railway not per- 
mitted to raise rates, Q. Tough - - . 10463 

Powers of Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction of bringing cases 
before. Sir H. 0. PlunLett - . . 13973 

Ramor, Lough, connection with Shannon Naviga- 
tion scheme, traffic question, etc., G. de B. Ball 

16989-17010, 17050-6, 17065-90 


Rathangan : 

Canal rates to Dublin and TuUamore and 
Portarlington. H. Egan 13074-5. 13076, 1308( 
1 3089-9 

Semd by Gtand Cinil, Sir H. 0. PlunieU . 1,01 
ioU on grain from Vicarstown by Grand 
CAn.nl, H. Egan .... 13Q96-1C 

Rathsteward, dredging, and removal of sharps in 
River Barrow to Ardreigh advocated T 

’’'‘’“’I ' '1764(1- 

Raw materials. Canals, not RaOways. should 
cairy,A.W.Shaw _ - . , 14375-91, 1449i_ 


15372-i 
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RE.4, WILLIAM R„ Vioo-Cl»irm,b, of tb. L,g.^“"“' 
Niivigation Company: 15362-15582, 16'689-l67i7 
16831-18838 

Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal, resS^'* 
tation question • - . _ 

Blaokwatcr River, now part of tlie Upper 
Banii Navigation and under control of 
trustees - - . . i-a . 

COALCSLANB Caval : 10387-8 

Boats, dimensions and draught - iftooo , 
Extent and length . . , ]-^- 

Owned by Livgaii Navigation Companv ^ 
end traffic increasing - . ip... 

Distances Iwtweim BtOfiwt and aones 1549^- 
Evidenco referred to - - 1G794. 21097, 21300 

Laoan Navhiation : 

Boats : 

Dimensions and draught 
Tonnage 
Caniere : 

By.-tadoc . ■ . . . 155J, 

routing and competition question, 

.. 16701-3 

Company : 

Aeeounts of Lagan and Ulster 
Canals kept separate 
Coalisland and Ulster Canals taken 
over by, 1888, and improve, 
menta made and suggested 15375-82, 
^ 15385 

Loss on aeeount of Ulster Canal 15469-74, 

1, 7. -,7, '■5180 

J’mcetidings re Ulster Canal, since 
1888, loss to, proceedings vitb 
lioai-d of Works, etc., and redress 
suggested 15416-.53, 15493-4, 15510, 
_ 15531 

Prefit on three concerns - 15479-SO 

Toll receivers, not carriers - 15548-50, 
16698-702 

Condition 16489-92 

Dolivoiy of goods not actually 
undertaken- .... 16707-8 

Dividends - - . 16374, 15382-3,15421 

Extent of, and towns served by • 163G5-B 

Inland Navigation Company 16703, 16700, 
1C707, 16712-3 

Lighters 15548 

Locks, dimensions - • - 16832-5 

One home only required to tow a boat • 16541 
Relations of Lagan Navigation Company 
u'ith - - . - 16689-97 

Rent charge to Government for - . 13374 

Summit 16481 

Traffic : 

Disparity bol.woen inward and out- 
ward, and attempted develop- 
ment of outward - - 15466-7 

Inoroaso - . • 16477-8, 15512 

Question of maintenance and in- 
cuuiae .... 16709-11 

Water Supply ; 

Improvement to ensure continual 
Buj)ply needed ... - 15476 

Insufficiency of, and reasons 15374, 15475, 
15661-2 

Working oiHier, good - - - 15367, 15371 

NevTy looks, dimensions of - 16822-3, 16838 

Newry, Ready and Timan Light Railway 
under consideration, and Governmentgrajit 

to 15437-8 

Railway rates - 15426, 16446-61, 15459-65, 
15486-7 


Ulster Casal : 

Boats, dimensions and draught 16832-3, 1683< 
CoiTiers and lighters - - 16603, 15647-50 

under Commissioners for Public Works 
before 1888, and worked at a loss with 
practically no traffic - - • 16389-91 

Condition and weeds - • * 16543-8 

Continuance of, witli improvements 
advocated - - 16507-91551, 3-15 
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Queftiona. 

rEA, WILLIAJI ^.—cont. 

Ulster Canal— conL 

Difference of gauge to Lagan Canal a 

hindrance to traffic - - - 15496-506 

Extent of, and tow-ns served by, and 

connection with Lagan Canal • 15386-7 

Facilities 15553-8 

Locks : 

Dimensions ... 16832-4, 15567 
Number and alteration question 16572-7 
Proceedings re acquisition by Lagan 
Navigation Company 16392-414, 16521-0 

Revenue from tolls, increase since 1888, 
subsequent decline, and reason 15464-64 

Tolls 16549 

Traffic : 

Coal 15468 

Disparity between inward and out- 
ward, and attempted develop- 
ment of outward - - 15466-7 

no Increase and question of ton 
mile rates ... 15532-40 

Question re, above Clones • - 15616-20 

Two horses requhed to tow a boat owing 

to construction of Canal - - 16541-0 

References, J. McNaUy, W. M. Clow 15625, 16727 

Ree Louch, scheme for connection with sea, M. P. 
o’ Brim 13197-2CM 

Richardson. Henry, Bann Drainage Committee 
statement signed by ■pag& 206 

Richmond, see Tarmonbarry. 

Richmond, Duke of, reference, T. B. FeeZy - - 16359 

Ringsend dock, boats lying idle in, owing to pro- 
hibitory tolls on Grand Canal, T. Hatjea • - 12917 

Eivers : 

Completion of Canal, connections with, ad- 
vocated, a. B. Fair ... - - 15584 

Instance of sea bed of, being private property, 
question re, C. P- Oavdl ... 26206 
Interference with, by Canals, objected to, 

owing to flooding. Sir A. Binnie - • 21516-2.0, 

21556-61, 21565-6, 21576-82 
See also particular names. 

Roads: 

policy must depend on road facilities, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett - 14027-14029, 14092 

V. Canals, Sir H. C. Plunkett - 14163-4, 14205 

Central authority for Canals, Railways and, 

Buggestions re. Sir H. O. Plunkett • 1'1207— 13 

Considered future channel for communication 
and ouestion of motor service, etc., Sir A. 

Binnie 21496-9,21545-8 

Construction by Coimty Councils, objects of, 

J. B. Gunning-Moon • - 16076, 16090-8 

Cost of conveyance by, H. Egan - - - 13110 

Development of system needed, and sugges- 
tions; Sir H. C. Plunkett 14090, 14160. 14173-5 
Expenditure and alterations advocated. Sir 

B. 0. Plunkett - ' . ' 1-1124-6 

Failure of proposed motor service owing to 
failure to raise money for improvement of. 


Questions. 

Roscommon: 

Coal output 14638 

Co-operation amongst farmers, J. P. JIaeguire, 




13225-6 


G. A. Stennaon 


Hea-vy traffic better taken by Canal, B. B. Fair 15607 
Main, consi action of sheds and loadmg 
wharves at crossing places with Canals im- 
portant, R. B. Fair . • - • 15592-3 

Robertson, Thomas, late Chairman of Board of 
Works, refeieiices, G. A. Stevenson, W. R. Rea 

14845, 15430 

Bobmaon, W. A., late Chairman of Lagan Na-vi- 
gation Compa'iy, advance by, re Ulster Canal, 

^5414 


13215-71 

Export of cattle, method of, and Canals would 
not help, J. P. Macgiiire - - - 13248-57 

Industries, J. P. Maeguire 13220, 13224, 132-27 
Population and populous towns, J. P. Mae- 
guire 13221-3 

Population decreasing, J. P. Macg^lire - 13232 

Traffic on Roval Canal if improved, J. P. 

Maeguire ' 13228-31 

Transit facilities, J. P. Maeguire, Sir H. V. 

Plunkett .... 13217-9. 14023 

Rosnaree Canal : 

Boyne Navigation frequently impeded by 
flooding at east end of, Q. de B. Ball • 16969 
Deepening needed, L. Donegan 17148-9, 17169-72 
Ross, Mr., on Royal Canal Board of Control, J. 

Tatlow, G. --J. Stevenson - - - 12231, 14845 

Roundwood reservoir, Grand Canal, G. Tough 12849-53 

Royal Canal (Jlidland Great Western Raihviy 
Company) : 

.Accommodation insufficient, M. Goodbodu • 17471 
Acquisition by Midland Great Western Rail- 
way of Ii'eland Company, 1845, and main- 
tenance obligations, etc., G. .4. Stevenson, 

J. Tatloie, Hon. R. A. Nugent, G. A. 

Stevenson 219-26, 246, 282, 21062-3, 12173-85, 
14760-1, 14819, 14830-3, 14841 
.Advantage of proposed improvement of 
Shannon Nttvigatijn to, M. P. O'Brien • 13204 
Agi’icultural district, W. P. O'Neill - - 12286- 

Appliances, TT. P. O'Neill - - - 12236-7 

Bad oondition, TF. Wallace - • - - 17506 

Banks: 

Height, W. P. O'NeiU .... 12369 

Strengthened and repaired, IF. P. O'Neill 12310- 
Boasd OS' Control : 

Account of, powers, etc., J. Tallow, 

6. A. Stei-enson ■ - 12225-34, 148-11 

Applications to Midland Great Western 
Railway Company re Royal Cmial, 

Bon. R. A. Nugent • - - 14790-8 

Closing of Broadstone Branch of Royal 
Canal approved by, Hon. R. J. 

Nugent ...... 14766- 

Constitution at different times, G. A. 
Stevenson ------ 14845 

Dependence on Board of Works, G. .4. 
Stevenson .... 14S58-9 

Empowering of, to appoint inspector, 
suggested, M. Kavanagh - - - 17527 

Existence of, and constitution not gene- 
rally kno^vn, .11. Kavanagh 17527, 17536 
Formation of, powers, etc., G, .4. Steven- 
son 14841, 14844 

Fund, and arrangements re, G. .4. Steven- 
son - - - -14841, 14845, 14869-73 

Grand Canal not subject to, O. Tough - 12839 
Inspections and reports re Royal Canal, 

J. Tatlow, IT. P. O'Neill, G. .4. Steven- 
son - - 12183-5, 12340-3, 14845, 14847 

14935 Letter to IDdlaud Great Western Rail- 

way Company re recommendations 
made in various reports re Royal Canal, 
andnon-carryingoutof, G. A Stevenson 14845 
Member of, see Noonev, Thomas p. 13904-36 
Non-carrying out of duty, J. P. Maeguire 


BooekeyShanii 
standing wif' 
way to Dro 


•1 Development Company’s onder- 
Treasurv re construction of Rail- 
1, M. P. 0\Brien - - 13199-204 


1-4 

Power needed to employ special engineer, 

and question re, G. A. Stevenson 14845,14864-8 
Proceedings with Midland Great Western 
Railwav Company, G. A. Stevenson 

14845, 14856-7 

Statutory authority for complaints re 
Royal Canal, ff. .4. .9fei?eneo» - 14874-6 

Use of Board of Wotl:s’ engineers by, 

G. A. Stevenson ... 14861-2 

2Q2 
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INDEX : 


Index fo 
Soirlettcc. 


Royal Canal— 

Board op Control — ccni. 


Questions. 


Works oarried out by Company when 
required by, IF. P. O'Neill - - 12370 

Board of Trade enquiries, inspections and it'- 
ports, but no direct power to make Railway 
Company put C.vnal in order, Q.A.Stcvenson 1484.5 
Board of Works control over, 0. A. Stew^ison 154-5 
Boat owners and boats on, J. Tallow • 12112-3 

(Appenflix 1. Statement 3) 
Boat owneis, evidence on behalf of, see Kav- 

anagh, Myles 17609-36 

Boats : 


Berths for, F. P. O’Neill • - - 12332 

Complaints re want oE posts and rings 
to tie boats to, not heard, W. P. O'Neill 12331 
dimensions, IF. P. O’Neill - ■ 12270-2 

Draught, IF. P. O'Neill • • - 12363 

Loading method, IF. P. O'Neill • • 12258 

Number, 1894, IF. Field - - • 13431 

Reduction of draught (Major-Generai 
Hutchinson’s Report),and Canal officer’s 
reply, IF. Field - - . 13431-2 

Bogs, and maintenanca through, IF. P. O'Neill, 

T. F. Nooney .... 12322-7, 13921-2 
Branches, J. Tallow, IF. P. O'Neill 120S1-4, 12301, 
12320-1 

Bleaches and stoppages, IF. P. O'Neill 

12293-308, 12328 
{Appetidix 2, Statement 2) 
Broadstone Branch, sec iltal title. 

Bye-traders : 

Injured by reduction of Railway rates, 

C. H. Bingham - - - 13494-7, 13524-5 

Question of competition with Railway 
rates, J. Tatlow • - . 12194-6 

Canal stores, IF. P. O'Neill • - - 12259-62 

Capital expenditure on. by Midland Great 
Western Railway of Ireland Company, 1845- 
1906, J. Tallow .... I2066-S 

Carriers : 

Bargaining by, IF. P, O'Neill - - 12403 

Unenterprising. IF. P. O'Neill - 12404-5 

Coal more expensive to, than to English or 
Scotch Railways, Hon. S. .4. Nugent 14763-5 
Coal rates and tolls, reduction and remarks 
re complaints, etc., S. JiTorrison 21377-80, 21382-6 
Company ; 


as Carriers, F. P. O'NeiU • . . 12291 

not now Carriers, J. Tatlow - - . 12100 

Construction of Spencer Dock by, J. 

Tatlow 12120 

Question re taking over of Canal from, J. 

Tatlow 12103-9 

Complaints ; 


not Agreed vrith, and expenditure in 
progress. F. P. 0’iVef« - . 21348-58 

re Condition, and Board of Trade 
enquiries and result, T. F. Nooney 13931-S 
Received by Eiilway Company G. A. 
Stevenson .... 14877-9 

Condition (Mr. Jlitcheli’s report), IF. P. 

O'Neill, R. 2IcKenna, J. Tatlow, Q. A. 
Stevenson - _ 12161, 12315, 13334-5, 14846 
Condition due to Railway ownership and pro- 
bable result of other control, C. H. Bingham 

n A ■ A ^ 13489-501 

Considerations raised by, in Irish Canal 
problem. Sir H. 0. Plunkett - . . 14069 

Constructed by Irish Parliament, IF. Field 13431 
Control by Government Department advo- 
catc(^ 2/. Goodbody - 17481-6, 17493-303 

Control system disadvantageous, J. Tatlow 12233-3 
Cost of purchase and expenditure, J. TaJdow 12218-24 
Course of, J. TaQow - . . . 12070-2 

no Cranes, T. F. Nooney .... j392g 
Cranes and sheds, non-provision of, and 
reason, R. Morrison 21386-7, 21394-6, 21410-3 
Decrease of population in counties passed ‘ 
through by, J. Tatlow .... 12075 


Royal Canal-ccnf. 

■ ■ ■ 12273-0, 12361-3 uoi- 

District passed tlirougli, character of j’ 

Ta lorn _ I2076 10 - 

Docks and harbours on, IF. P. O'NeiU ■ tonr?'? 
Draughts of loads, IF. P. O'Neill - . . 

Dredging : 

Needed, M. Kavanagh - . . 

Proceedings and suggestions, F. ip 

13915-20, 14S45, 21310-2, 21316 2135S; 
Dry docks, charge for, and lack of facilities ^ 
complained of, M. Kavanagh - . „ 

Dual control, IF. P. O'NeiU • 12349-50 123od 

Eii<|uirics, inspections and reports by Boai-d of 
Trade r.ud Board of (lontrol, j. Tatlow 
IF. P. O'NeiU, IF. Field, G. A. Stevenson F094 
12342, 12346-54, 13430-2, 14845, I4S 
Extenamn to J armonbany completed, 1818 

Tatlow ; ;^206i 

no Facilities given, IF. Field ■ . . 

Formation of The New Royal Canal Companv 
1818, J. Tatloio - . . . J2IW1 

Full di-aught possible, IF. P. O'NeUl - . 21359 

Future liopeful with proper management, 
etc., 0. H. Bingham, ■ ■ . 13489, 13545-50 

General gi'umbling,” IF. P. O'NeiU ■ 12371-3 

Government ownership and control ad- 
vocated, F. Wallace .... 17504 
in Hands of Midland Great Western Railway 
Company, .4. Shaw, B. J. Long - - 143M, 13196 
Harboui-s, IF. P. O’Neill . . . 12374-3 

H.arboors, Turning and Passing Places: 
Cleaning of, IF. P. O'Neill - . . 21316 

Complained of (Major-General Hutchin- 
son’s Report) and Canal officers’ reply, 

1^"- Field 13431-2 

History, {?, A. A'&tj-jutyjj - - . 128,165 

Ice stoppages, IF. P. O’Neill - - . 12368 

Important os connection between FnglsT^d 
a- d Ireland, J. P. Maeguire - - . 13219 

Improvements : 


no Benefit expected, J. Tatlow ■ - 12182 

not Carried out in order to preserve 
traffic to the Railway, W. Field - - 13434 

not Considered important, W. M. Glow 16804-S 

Importance of, and suggestions, J. P. 

Maeguire 13246 

Incorporation by Royal Charter, 1789. J. 

Tatlow 12059 

Insolvency and transfer to Dkectors of In- 
land Navigation, 1813, J. TaUoiu - - 12060 

Junctions proposed with Grand Canal, D. 

Sherlock 21747-51 

!o bo Kept open by statutory obligation, 

J. P. Maeguire 13263 

Length, J. Tatlow .... 12079-80 

Letter from Board of Control to Midland 
Great Western Railway Company re 
recommendations made in various reports 
on Canal and non-carrying out of, <?. -4 

Stevenson 1,4846 

Levels and deptlis, IF. P. O’NeiU - 12263-6 

Liffey Looks, .Spencer Dock, facilities for iiass- 
ing, complained of (Major-General Hutchin- 
son’s Report), and Cmial officer's reply, 

IF. Field 13431 

Ivinking of, ivith Grand Canol and Shannon 

Navigation not advocated, C. H. Bingham 13611-5 


loc^s : 

Extracts from Major-General Hutchin- 
son’s report re bad condition of, 

W. Field • 13432 

Number, G. A. Stevenson ... 285 

Repairs, IF. P. O'NeiU, G. A. Stevenson, 12309, 
14846, 21316, 21321-3, 21327 
Bartioulars, W. P. O'NeiU - 12263, 12277-8 

Loss on, to Railway Company, Hon,. R. A. 

Nugent, W. P. O'NeiU 14778-94, 14801, 21337-9 
Maintenance and development question, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett - - - _ - 14066-7 

Maintenance by Railway Company, Son. S. 

A, Nugent * - - . . . 14769-70 
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Queslio7ts. 

Hoyal Cftaat-co««- 

Maintenanco expenditoie, W. P. O'Neill 

12328-30, 12364r-5 
{Appendix 2, Statement 3) 
Memorial from traders and boat owers, 

0. IF. Field 13431 

V Midland Great Western Railway, J. Tatloio, 

' W P O'NeiU 12167-00, 12197-12200, 12333-4, 
12337-9 

ilud and weeds complained of, and reply 

of Canal officers, W. Field • ■ 13431-2 

Mullingar better served by, than by Railway, 
butRailwaymoreused.r.J'.Wooney- 13909-11 

Mullingar graving dock, bad condition of. 

T. F- Nooney 13930 

iJEWCOMEN Lock DRAWBaiccE. Limitation 
of time for p ssing through: 

Complained of, ilT. Kavanagh - • • 17514 

Reason for, and not strictly enforced, 

W. P. O'NeiU .... 21366-7 

R'ight work, W. P. O'Neill . . - • 12397 

Onlv Railway-owned Canal, Sir H. C. Plun- 
kett 14072 

Owned by Midland Great Western Railway 
Company and therefore not in best con- 
dition, M. P. O'Brien ... - 13204 

Passing difficulty, R. McKenna ■ - - 13347 

Payment for, by Railway Company, Hon. R. 

A. Nugent .... 14775-7, 14814-6 
Piers and gates, renewal of, needed, 0. .4. 

Stevenson 14845 

Places on, and population, J. Tatlow - 12073-4 

Places served by Railway and, and by Canal 
alone, Sir H. C. Plunkett ... 14020-3 

Poor financial condition of, before acq_uisitioa 
hyRaHviny, Hon. R. A. Nugent - - 14778-81 

Population served, W. P. O'Neill • - 12284-5 

Powers of Board of Conteol and Lord Lieu- 
tenant re, O. A. Stevenson - • 14841, 14860-3 

Present control objected to, and State con- 
trol advocated, 7. P. il/acymVe - - 13261-71 

■fjuestion re attitude of Railway Company, 

R. Morrison 21414-20 

Question re, in case of State control of Rail- 
ways, Jf. Goodbody . . - • 17476-7 

.Rates, Tolls, and Chaeaes ; 

Agriculture and Technical Department 
enquiry in progress, T. F. Nooney - 13923 
Coal, and comparison with Railway rates, 

T. F. Nooney ... - 13924-5 

Complaint re, M. Kavanagh ■ ■ - 17624 

Complaint re cori, under consideration, 

Sir H. C. Plunkett .... 13983 
Controlled by Government, H. Ltjroy - 15340 

Enquiry held by Railway Commissioners 
and schedule revised, 1881, /. Tallow 

12088-90 

Examples of, J. P. Maeguire, H. Lefroy 

13260, 16336-39 

Midland Great Western Railway Act, 

1877, re, J. Tadow - - - 12085-6 

Proceedings of Midland Great Western 
Railway Company re, G. A. Stevenson • 14845 
Question of comparison with Railway, 

G. A. Stevenson .... 278 

• Railway Company not entitled to increase, 

M. Kavanagh .... - 17515 

Reduction, 1848, J. Toflow - - - 12069 

Revised schedule adopted, 1880, J- T 

Tailow 12087 

Schedule of 1894, J. Tallow - - 12092-9 

{Appendix 1, Statement 4) 
Traffic killed by, J. P. Maeguire, R. 
McKenna .... 13260, 13347 
-Receipts, J. Tatlow, R’. P. O'NeiU - 12101-5, 

12109-16, 21329-39 
{Appendix.l, Statement 1) 
Refuse being thrown into, complained of 
(Major-General Hutchinson’s Report), and 
Canal officers’ reply, IF. - - 13431-2 

Removal from Midland Great Western 
RaUway, question of, from Railway Com- 
pany’s point of view, Hon. R. A. Nugent 14761, 
' 14799-837 


Questions. Index to 

Royal Canal— <•««<. Rvidenre. 

Revenue derived from sale of water and rent ' 

of land and buildings, T. F. Nooney, IF. P. 

O'NeiU 13929, 21368-73 

Sale of water, TF. P. O’ A*ei7i - - - - 21374 

Section handed in, IF. P. O'Neill ■ - 12268-9 

Selling and taking of water complained of, 

M. Kavanagh 17515 

Shannon traffic, TF. P. O’ AfViW - - 12400-2 

Shoals, removal of, Tl'. P. O’Neill - 21316, 21357-8 
Should be put into working order and taken 
from Midland Great Western Railway, .1/. 

Goodbody 17474 

Spencer Dock, see under Dublin. 

State interference question, IF. Pislfi 13441-9, 13435 
Statistics of receipts and dividend, half years 
ending 31st March and 31st September, 

1845, G. A. Stevenson ■ ■ ■ 14841-4 

Storage facilities and comparison with Rail- 

way, IF. P. 0’.Vei« .... 12374r-89 

Storage, lack of and iuerease needed, R. 

McKenna, M. Kavanagh 13335, 13346, 17536 
Stores provided, and non-use of, Tl'. P. O'Neill 

21314-6 

Time taken on, from Longford to Dublin, and 

comparison with Railway, R’. P. O’Neill 12394-9 
Tonnage during last four years, J. Tallow 12114-9, 

12170-1 

TowiNO Paths : 

.Arrangement re repair of damage by 

cartwheels, IF. P. O'Neill • 12311-4 

Condition of, etc., complained of (Major- 
General Hutchinson’s Report), and 
Canal officers’ reply, IF. P. O'Neill, TF. 

Field 12311, 12315, 13431-2, 13921-2, 17516-9 
Gates, (but now removed), T. F. Nooney 13936 
Strengthened and repaired, IT. P, O’Neill, 

G. A. Stevenson 12310, 14685, 21316, 21324-5 
Teaffic : 

-Agricultural, IF. P. O’Neill, R. 3IeKenna 12389, 

13320-33 

Anticipated on improvement, /. P. 

3Iacguire 13228-31 

Bricks and peat from Longford now sent 
by Railway, r. P. A’ooney • • • 13926 

Coal: 

Complaints made re condition of 
Canal, etc., but not re landing 
facilities. C. H. Bingham - - 13488 

Difficulty of procuring barges, C. H. 

Bingham, ... - 134S0-4 

Diversion of, to Railway complained 

of, TF. n'aiface .... 17505 
Places served, J. Tatlow - ■ - 12172 

Small, J. Tatloiv .... 12133 
Tonnage, J. Tatlow, C. H. Bingham 

12126-7, 13486-7 
Grain, J. Tatloic, TF. P. O'Neill - 12134—5, 
12186-93, 12290, 12337 
Increase not anticipated, J. Tatlow - - 12077 

Increase in, and would increase on im- 
provements, T. F. Nooney - - 13912-4 

Insufficiency of loading accommodation 
at Spencer Dock, R. 3lcKenna • 13342-5 

Maynooth and Dublin and question of 
increase, R. ^IcKemia - • 13340—1 

Nature of. </. Tatlow ... 12117-8 

Peat, decline, IF. P. O’Neill - • 12287-9 

Places carried to, J. Tatlow - • 12240-3 

Regulations in favour of, in rules and 
regulations of Spencer Dock, J. Tatlow 

12137-56 

more Use could be madeof, TF. TFaMocs . - 17504 

Use of Grand Canal for traffic to Carrick-on- 

Shannon instead of, G. ToupA • - 12766-7 

Verges cleaned, TF. P. O'NeiU - • • 21323 

Warehouse accommodation, complained of, 

W. Fidd • - • - - - - 13436 

Warehouses, T. F, Nooney .... 13927 
Watee; 

no Complaints, TalZow • - - 12211 

Levd, maintenance, TF. P. O'NeiU 21361-4 
Reductions from 1893, IF. P. O'NeiU 12296-308 
{Appendix 1, Statement 1) 
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INDEX : 


Index to 
Evidente, 


Hoyal Canal— co«c. 
Watee — coni. 


Questions. 


Sources, TF. P. O’A’ei'Z^ - - 12279-80, 12333-G 

Supply good, 0. A. Sleirnwn, W. P. 

O'Ne.ill . . . 237, 12266, 12281-2 

Waste and bad management, and use for 
uTong purposes complained of, 0. A. 
Stevenson. - - 14843, 14848-50. 14853-5 

Weeds, and weeding methods, etc., W. P. 

O'Neill, J. P. Maeguire, C. H. Bingham, 

T. F. Nooney, Sir H. C. Plunkett, W. P. 

O’Neill 12266-7. 12316-9, 12366, 13494, 13917-20, 
14008, 21316-7, 21333-4 
Wharf at Majmooth, IF. P. O’Neill - - 21316 

Wharfage and warehousing accommodation 
complained of, IF. Field - - . . 13431 

Working expenses during last five years, J. 

Tallow 12106-11 

{Ayj>endix 1, Statement 2) 
Royal Commission on Inland Navigation, see 
ilonck, Lord, Commission of. 


Royal Ulster Agricultural Society : 

Evidence on behalf of, see Best, William E. 

15949-1601 1 

Statement showing objects of, handed in, 

IF. E. Best 1(3011 

Rural District Councils, not advocated as control- 
ling authority for Canals, -7. Pciiow . 16608, 16634-C 

Ruska Lock, proposed extension of Light Railway 

t-o, not allowed, H. Lefroy ■ - . 15342-3 

Russia, Canal System, IF. Field, Dr. O’Ryan 13435, 13573 


St. SCullins : 

Business carried on by Messrs. W. P. & R. 

Odium at, D. A. Hunter ■ - . . 12856 

Suir iSteam Navigation Company oarriere to, 

J. E. Grubh • - . ' . . [ 13720 

“ St. Patrick ” Steamer, tonnage. Prof. Tou'nseyul 17189 
Sallins, Grand Canal dock near, (7. Poifpft - . 12632 


Sand, Canal Traffic : 

to Belfast, R. B. Fair 155§- 

Cost of carriage on Grand Canal, J. Tatlow • 12098 
on Lagan Canal, W. P. Pea - - . . 15557 

Tolls on Grand Canal, O. Tough - . . 12031 

Sankey, Mr., references, Q. de B. Ball 10992, 17086, 170SS 
Saiinderson, Colonel, reference, J. S-rnUh - . 1C864 

Sarsfield Bridge, see Wellesley Bridge. 

Searra, served by Newry Canal, J. Barton • - 17305 

Scotland; 

Coal, prices paid by certain Railway Com- 
panies, P. Morrison - • . . . 213^10 

Cost of transport of feeding stuffs to, from 

Ireland, F. L. Heyn 15g34 

Size of coal waggons, 0. H. Bingham - 1.3526-7 


Sea: 


Coasting Sebtoe: 

Belfast and Newry, T. Irwin - . 17446-G' 

Inaugurated by Drogheda Develop- 
ment Association, G. de B. Ball • 1702-'>-f 

Number of Afferent lines, F. L. Heyji - 1537} 
beh^e for, in progress, G. de B. Ball 17026-5 
Traffic between Belfast and Limerick and 
rates, A. W. Shaw, F. L. Heyn 14361-7 
r. , , 14476-8. 16875 

Cr^-sea rates more than Railway rates in 
England, G. Tough . . . 32771 ■ 

Importation of peat from Holland owing 
to cheap freight on, H. Egan - . • 13139_4( 


Seeds imported at Toughal, C. P. Camdl . 
Shaekleton’s Mills, reference, O. Tough 


26117-8 
- 32730 


Shannon Navigation : 

Adaptation for aea-going ships, suggestion 
re, and original scheme, M. P. O'Brien. 1319- . 

Boats, tonnage and size of, and effect of altera- 
tion of looks, H. Lefroy 13302-10, Igson 1-5-, 
Boyle Branch, no traffic on, at present, J p ’ ^ 

Maeguire • - - . . ’ ' ' , 

Branch to Rtrokestown, condition of and 
improvement question, J. P. Macguiie I3233-45 

Bbidoks : 

Statement re rcdueccl love! and head- 
way, H. V. Morony - . . ^495.-, 

Want of head room at high water, H. V 
Morony - - . . j.o,. 

Canal to Dublin, see Royal Clanal. 

Cliannel from tidal look, deepening question 

fl. V. 

COMMCNIO-ATION WITH LtMliRtCK POET : 

Barges, dimensions and drauglit, free 
board and headway required, H. F 

^^‘>rony ' i4947_g:> 

Bridges, raising of, or opening spans, 
difficulty and objections, H. V. 
Morony - - - . . 15067 "0 

Difficulties caused by Abbey River, and 
suggestions for improvement, H. V 
Morony - 149G6-7, 14979-88, 14979-5<i37 
15004-6, 1.5072-4, 16080-90, 16092-7, 13108-3ii 
Plow of tide, H. V. Morony - . 14989-98 

Iinproveinont : 

Advantageous, and desired, and 
local conbrilmtion question, 0. 
Tinigh, A. IF. Shav), E. J. Long 
12515-6, 14406-2.5, 14444-5, 14464-71 
15208-12, 1.5223-9. 152524 
-Approval of schemes, E. J. Long, 

H. Lefroy - - 16177-80, 16311-8 

I,iOcal contiibution question, A. IF. 

Shmv, E. J. Long 14427-32, 15209-12 
Needed, and present difficulties and 
traffic consequently carried by 
carts. H. F. Morony 14938-78, 14989-38 
Question re value of, and justification 
for, (7. .<4. .- . 14898-DCil 

Schemes, A. 7F. Shaw, H. V. Morony 
14427-32, 14966-7, 14979-88, 14989- 
5057, 15064-6, 15072-4, 15089-9i.i. 

16092-7, 15108-56 

Reclamation scheme and question of 
value of land, H. V. Morony, E. J. 

Long - 15038-45, 15121-40, 16214-22 

Rise of tide, H. V. Morony - - 15075-8 

Completed since 1831, G. A. Stevenson - 13C 

Condition of, and question re profitability, 

0. A, Stevenson ■ . . . 103-200 

Connection with tho Boyne Navigation 
scheme, traffic question, etc., G. de B. Ball 

16989-17010, 17050-6, 17085-90 
Connection with other Canals, question re 
advisability, E. J. Lmig, J. Phelan 15109, 26292-6 
Connection with Suir Navigation through 
Tipperary, opinion re schemo, T. P. iforrtJ- 

sfy 13624-7 

under Contool of Board of Works, 0. A. 

Stevenson, M. P. O'Brien • - 163, 13204 

Drainage worlis referred to, G. A. Stevenson 14845 
Grand Canal Company’s boats on, traffic and 
loss on, G. Tough., F. L. Heyn - - 12647-56^ 

12651-2. 12766-9. 12798-803, 15885-6, 32811 
Hakboub : 

Grand Canal dooks, G. Tough - • 12635 

Transhipment at, H. Delaney • - 13W5 

Heavy goods could be carried on, cheaper 
than on Paihvay, .4. IF. Shaw- ■ • 14389 

History, O. A. »S<ei;e7iso?i . . . • 124-7 

Impbovehent : 

Advocated, A. IF. Shaw, H. Lefroy 14417-9. 

15333 

Local contribution question, E. Lefroy 15347-8 
not Needed, H. Delaney - - 13944-5 

^eeedings, 1715. G7. A. Stevenson • 

"is, J. P. Maeguire - - * 13233 
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Qiie/ilirins. Questions. Index to 

Shaaaon Navigation— Shannon Development Company— EndeMie. 

Improvement question and tillage develop- Steamers : 

ment, Sir H. C. Plunkett - - - 14047-8 Government grant to. and local coutri- 

Improveincnt of Kiver Jlaigue between Adai'e bution and withdrawal of local grant, 

under Act of 1715, G. A. Stevenson - ■ 111 H. Lefroy 15347 

Large paddle steamers, G. .4. Stevenson 14896-7 Reference, H. Lefroy • • 15310, 15335 

Linking up with Ro3'al and Grand Canals not ^ Shannon to Edenderry District, question re efioct 

advocated, C. H. Binrjltam - • - 13611-5 certain connections, H. Egan ■ • 13064-7 


Locks : 

Ixiokago charge, A. 11’. Skaw • ■ 14393 

Obstacles owing to lack of uniformity, 
and sizes, alteration suggested and 
effect of, etc., H. Lefroy 1.5300-9, 15318-31, 
15349-61 

Question re enlargement below Killaloe, 


G. A. Stevenson • • ■ 14891-5 

Sizes, M. P. O’Brien ■ - - 13209-10 

Size variations and disadvantAges, M. P. 

O'Brien ..... 13199, 13204 
Uniformity advocated, -4. Tr./Sftate- 14396-7, 
14417 

Mileage and branches. J/. P. O'Brien - - 13204 

Mileage to Limerick, H. Lefroy - ■ ■ 15299 

Mills extinct, IF. P. O'Brien - ■ - 12290 

Powers over, Q. A. Stevenson • - - 142-4 

Proposed extension of Light Railway to, at 
Ruska Look, not allowed, H. Lefroy 15342-3 


Question re value of connections, G. Tough 

12653-7, 13064-5 

Rates and Tolls : 

Complained of, G. Tough, H. Egan, P. H. 

Bingham, A. IF. Shaw, D. Sherlock 
12302-9, 12S37-4S, 13071-3, 13516-8, 14532-5. 

21745-6 

Example of, and no complaint made, 

H. Lefroy .... 15334-6 

Explanation of, Q. -4. Stevenson - 14883-90, 

14906-7 

Freedom from toll advocated, A. W. 

Shaw .... 14404-5, 14417 

Present, and if locks were altered, H. 

Lefroy ■ ■ • 15306. 15320. 15352 

Question re expenditure of, G. Tough - 32810 
Rebate on porter granted by Grand 
Canal Company, and reason for discon- 
tinuance, G. A. Stevenson ... 14885 
4ame as on Lagan, G. A. Stevenson ■ 247 

Tlu'ough rates over Waterford and 
Limerick Railway, history of, .4. IF. 

Shaw 14521-7 

Reef of rocks, H. T’’. Jlorony • - - 15080 

Regular service desired, -4. IF. Shato ■ 14402-3 

Revenue derived chiefly from toils, and no 
dividend paid, 0. A. Stevenson - • 14904-6 

Revenue and expenditure statistics, G. A. 

Stevenson 267-72 

Roscommon slightly served by, J. P. Mac- 

guire 132I7-S 

Scheme for connection with Suir approved of, 

J. E. Grubb 13808-10 

Slow delivery complained of, H. Ddaney 13942-3, 

13955 

Steamer on Lough Conib, /. Perry - - 17254 

Through communication to Belfoat, 

Limerick. 

TaAEEic : 

Agricultural, H. Delaney ■ • - 13971 

Class of, G. .4. Stevenson • • - 254 

Question of down trafSc, .4. TF. Shaw • 14512 

on Royal Canal. F. P. O'Neill ■ 12400-2 

Suggested improvements would increase, 

H. Lefroy 15355 

Two river iovc^ an obstacle and planking of 
weirs suggested, H. Lefroy • 16310, 15356-7 

Uncompleted in 1803. G. .4. Stevenson - 133 

Water in Canalpropcr in, fair condition, H. 

Lefroy 15358 

Reference, J. P. Maeguire - - • - 13219 

Bhannon Development Company; 

Disadvantages to, .3f. P. O'Brien- • - 13204 

Understanding with Treasury re contribution 
to Railway from Dromod to Rooskey, M. 

P. O’Brien 13199-204 


SHAW, .ALEXANDER W., representative of 

Limerick Chamber of Commerce, et:. : 14338-335 
[Appendix 9) 

Ballinamore Canal, never completed • • 14354 

Canal between Belfast and Limerick, question 

re value of, to tradere at Limerick - 14356-60, 

1436S-9, 14400, 14492-5 
C.tXAL PROM LoCGH C'ORRtB TO LOUCH MASK : 

Completion advocated • - - 14513-8 

Importance of, and reason for non-com- 
pletion 14370-3 

Canals : 

Built by Irish money raised by taxation 14528-9 
Control by County Councils with superior 
central authority suggested 14433—1, 14482 
os Feeders to Railways advocated - - 14392 

Railway influence objected to • 14343-C, 14351-5 
Rates : 

Complained of, and reduction would 
increase traffic • - 14341, 14347 

Through : 

with Canals, no efforts made 
to obtain • - - 14349-51 

with Railways : 

None, at present - • 14348 

over Waterford and Lim- 
eiick Railway - 14321-7 

Raw materials and heavy goods should 
bo ’eft to - - - - 14375, 14491-5 

Regular service desired - • - 14402-3 

ToU?, freedom from, question of, and of 
main'ena'.ice - 14393-16, 14404-3, 14479-90, 
14496-S, 14503-7 
Uniformity in locks desired - - - 14403 

Coal trade, advantage of Dublin over Limerick 

14435-42 

Coasting service approved by, G. de B. Ball - 17028 

Grand Canal, gi-ant to 14531 

Limerick Port, no Railway connection with 14423, 
14463 

Lockage charge between. Limerick and Xilla- 
loe - 14393 

Jlills, decline of, and importance of Canals to 

14499-302 

Railway and sea rates from Limerick to 
Belfast 14472-8 

BAlLW-iYS : 

Built with Government money • 14504-6 

Coal more expensive than to English 14454-8 
Rates complained of - 14341-2, 14446-53 

Sea traffic between Belfast and Limerick 14361-7 

SiiAKNON Navigation: 

Canalisation to Limerick Port, scheme 
and estimates, and question re local 
• contribution ... - 14427-32 

Coal near Lough .Allen would bo valuable 
to down stream traffic - - • 14512 

Freedom from toll from Lough Alien 
to Limerick Docks advocated - - 14417 

Improvements needed - - - 14398^06 

Locks should he made uniform 14396-7, 14417 
Proper connection with Limerick Port 
desired - 14406-25, 14444-5, 14464-71 

Rates complained of - - - 14532-5 

Shew, A. W., & Co., London, head of firm, see Shaw, 

Alexander W. ..... 14338-635 

[Appendix 9) 

Shaw, W. J., & Sons, Limerick and Cork, head of 

firm, see Shaw, Alexander W. - - - 14338-535 

[Appendix 9) 

Shaw, Mr., Chairman of Mullingar Commissionera, 
reference, T. F. Nooney . . - • 13905 
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INDEX : 


JdlfM to Quthtiotu. 

lEvidence. Sheelin, Lough, connection of Bojme and Shannon 
Navigations vi<1, sohome, traffic question, etc., 

6. de B. Ball ■ . I6D86-7010, 17050-6, 17005-90 

Sheep, S6e Cattle. 

Sheeting and flooring. Great Northern Railway 

rates, TT. iJ. Rea 1544g 

Shellfish, traffic from Drogheda to Liverpool, J. A. 

F. Aapinall 20408 

SHERLOCK, DAVID (trader on Grand and Royal 

Canals) : 21720-21767 

CANiLS : 

Central control needed .... 2174-4 
Freedom from tolls advocated except for 
locks, etc. .... 21745-6 

Central control for Canals and Railways advan- 
tageous 21752 

Cheaper transit needed and no prospect from 
Canals in present condition • - 21765-6 

Gr.and Canal: 

Bridges, complaint re - ■ 21725, 21701-2 

Company, no attention paid to com- 

plaiats 21757-60 

Condition 21722-4 

Connection with Railway at Tiillamore 

needed 21730-7 

Junctions proposed with Royal Canal 21747-51 
Loading and unloading facilities inade- 
quate 21726-9 

and Opening of new industries . . 21752 

Peat itter sent hy, on Grand Canal, H. 

13138 

Rates on Grand Canal and Railway com. 

plained of - • 21735, 21738-46, 21763-7 

Shannon Navigation rates complained of 21745-6 
Sulphate of ammonia industry near Grand 
Cajial 21762-4 


SHHXINGTON, HENRY, Lurgan Town Sur- 
veyor: 18948-62 

Connection between Ellis’s Cut and main road 
to Lui^jan advocated, and Canal preferred, 

and scheme 16952-62 

Lagan Canal : 

Better loading and unloading facilities 

needed 16949-59 

Improvements required - - . 16940 

Slates : 

Great Northern Railway rates, TT. R. Rea ■ 15449 

Imported at Youghal, C. P. Carroll - 26117-S 

Sligo, coal output 14638 

Smith, George, report re Canal from Kilkenny to 

Inistiogue 14536 

ShllTH, JOHN, member of County Council of 
County of Monaghan, Chairman of the 
District Council of Clones and member of 
the Urban Council of Clones: - 16848-99 

Canals, amalgamation and State oonti-ol ad- 
vocated - - - . . . 16880— 

Erne, Lough, navigable do\rn to Belleek - 10853 
Railway and Canal rates from Belfast to Clones, 
o 16871-7, 10889-91 

Railways, State control advocated - 16882-3 

Ulster Canal ; 

Clones to Lough Erne: 

Length and unnavigable for about 20 

16851-2 

Upemng up of, important 10863-4, 10879 
I . Improvements needed - . . 16851 S 

^cks, opinion re enlargement, 16865-6, 16868 
More regular and faster service needed, 
and mechanical haulage suggested 16859-62, 
, 16879,16888-99 

National control advocated - . 16869-70 

in Neglected condition - - . . 16850 

Storage accommodation needed at Bel- 
fast 16899 

Traffic, decline of, owing to slowness 10885-7 
Water supply ; 

Improvement needed - . 16892-3 

Suggestions - . - . . . j^ggg 


Smith, W. H., reference, Earl of Erne - 

■ • I6lli 

SMYTH, ROBERT, ropreseutativo of London 
derry Chamber of Commerce and of 
Strnbane Mercantilo A^ooiation, etc • igsot 
Canals, amalgamation and State control ad 

■ ■ ■ ■ 16554-6, I66i„| 

Foyle River : 

Control ....._ 

Dredging needed .... 

Tideway and impossibility of using as a 
waterway - ^ , 

Londondony Chamber of Commerce,' con- 
stituUon 

Room for Waterways and Railways - 165^- 

Strabane Canal : 

Boats, aiiggostions re size, haulage, etc 

T! -J 1 . ,• 1“568-*S, lC67(-3,'l658l-' 

Bridge, obstmoUon caused bv - ic-. 
Dividends ..... 
Improvements needed, cost, local con. 

tribution question - 10548-53, 16564-.5 

Lowness of water and disadvantages 
™ , , 16532-7, 1668CM 

Places served hy . - . . . 

Tonnage possible ..... irbo! 

- 1C53; 

Water, increase necessary - . . 


South of Ireland Waggon and Wheel Company: 
Exports and imports, J. Slanlet/ 25850, 25855, 258;» 
l^ite manager, sea Stanley, John - . 25847-6075 

Starting point and destination of vogages 

J Stardey 

Trade clone by sailing vessels, J. Stanley ■ 

Turned into Umited Liability Company, J. 

Stanley 25SB 

Spencer Dock, aee under Dublin. 

Staleen Canal, Boyne Navigation, deepening 
needed, L. Donegan - . 17148-9, 17169-72 i 

Stackallcii, Boyne Navigation frequently impeded j 

by flooding at, G. de B. Ball - . . . iggoj | 

STANLEY, JOHN, late manager of the South 
of Ireland Waggon and Wheel Company : 

25847-28075 

BL.tOKWATER : ( 

no Autliority bo look after silting . 2693940 i 

Barges sent to lighten vessels owing i 

to shallowness - - 25365-6, 258C9-70 

Bed, nature of - - 25035, 25938, 28073 

Boats: 


Average tonnage - - . 26905-8 

C^onnot go above the railway bridge 
at Cappeejuin .... 25945 
Former tonnage - 25936-7, 25979-80- 

Canals : 

Grants, precedents - . 25880-1 

no_ Railway oomiMtitioii where there 
is not transhipment involved - 25982 
from Clappoquiu to Lisraoro, distance • 25890 
Cargo of vessels coming up on a spring 

tide 25908-9 

Damming, question re ■ - • 25964-5 

Deepwater, distance from Cappoquin 
and Yougliftl .... 25867-8 

Deopeiiiug at Capiioquin advocated - 26007 
Depth of water on slioala required • - 25923- 

Dredging : 

Cost, question re ■ ■ 25953, 26073- 

Extent ueccsaiuy, question re • 20034 

Nothing further than grant from 
Irish Pariiamont spent on - 20035-6 

Dungarvan liighost point to which a 
captain would bring his vessel • 268724 

Fall of, between Lismoro and Cappo- 
quin and consequent barrier to traffic 

25900, 25903-4 

FisheriM above Cappoquin stop project 
of coi'rying out improvement - - 25883 

Fishery between Liamoro and Youghal, 
owner 25954 
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STAJiLEY, JOHN— con/. 
Blackwatbe — orU. 


Quealions. 


a Free navigation - - . 26008-9 

Grant from Irish Parliament 25878-80, 25995-6 
Improvement : 

Amount of money, question re ■ 26026 
Bearing of expense by coimty coun- 
cil, question re - - ■ 26057-61 

beyond Cappoquin not proixsed - 26993 
Cost, question rc ■ • . 26026-32 

Impossibility of carrying beyond 
Cappoquin - - - 25882-6 

a Large number of people would 

be benefited by - - - 2 G 0 C 2 

Locality would probably subscribe 
towards expense • - 20063-.5 

Maintenance of dredging after, ques- 
tion Tb .... 2606G-S 

Object - 25910, 26921, 24048-51 

Public money sliould be expended 


Reduction of railway rates antici- 
pated 25967 

Representative of Dungarvan might 
say that it would injure their side 
of the county .... 26011 
Tonnage that would be possible after 

25907, 25973 

Lismore highest point where naviga- 
tion was ever oaiTied on - - - 25991 

Natural method of communication to 
a large part of Tipperary - - - 2595S 

Navigation difficult - - - 25993-4 

New pier and landing stage at Cappo- 
quin - - - 25943-4. 25948-52 

Powers of Youghal Harbour Board 
only extend a mile above Youghal - 26008 
Question of taking over by the county 
council for the benefit of the county 

26010-1 

Resolution passed in Irish House of 
Commons, 1761—4, re accounting of 
Corporation for carrying on an inland 
navigation in Ireland for grant for 
making navigable .... 2587S 
Rise of tide at Cappoquua at spring and 
neap tides .... 26004-6 

Sailing vessels : 

Dependent on wind and tide - - 26001 

Majority 26000 

Wind may have prevented their 
getting up as waU as shoals - 26002 

Shipping traffic at Dungarvan, large 26014-6 

Shoals often struck - - - 25924-6 

Silting up towards aides • - - 25935 

Steam navigation necessary for vessels 
reaching Cappoquin - - - 26000 

Steamers have been discharged at Cappo- 
quin 26000 

no Suggestion of a dam or putting 
another wek in .... 26072 
Survey made - • . 26911-2, 26027 

Three or fovu: shoals in four miles of river 
would have to be deepened - - 26033 

Tidal portion : 

Length .... 25887-9 


no Locks ..... 25889 

Ownership .... 26885-8 

Tides: 

Difficulty .... 25857-64 

'Raffic praotioally stopped by 25857-60 
Time usually taken on journey to Cappo- 
quin 25863 

no Tolls 26069 

Traders would be w illing to pay a toll 
based upon the amount expended so 
as to covet the interest - - 26070-1 

Traffic : 

Coal from Cardiff to within a few 
miles of Cappoquin • - 26052-5 

Nature ‘ - - - - 26055-6 

would be Paramount after improve- 
ment and reasons - - 26969-72 


STANLEY, JOHN— coftL 
Blackwatpb — cont. 


Qaesti(j^iS‘ 


Traffic — cont. 

no Prospect of a large amount in 

present state of river - 25960-1 

Sea, not local .... 25092 
would bo Sufficient if improvement 
were carried out - . - 26056 

Vessels : 


can be got to Dungarvan at any 

tide 26014-6 

of 200 tons, formerly discharged at 
Cappoquin - - - 25907, 25930 

CUpPOQUDf : 

Closing of factor}', question re - - 26964 

Coal Trade: 

-Annual tonnage, question re - 25984-5 

no Competition from Kilkenny 

coal .... 25987-90 

Distribution 25986 

Former 25921, 25927, 25929-30, 25983 
Revival possible - - 25928, 25985 

Difficulty in getting away from owing 

to tides 25864 

Difficulty in getting captains to charter 
for, and reasons - - 25866-60, 25871 

Distance from Dungarvan - - - 26012 

Facilities for bringing vessels to, and 
discharging, might get some of the 
trade into Penuoy .... 25922 
Freight per ton from Cardiff to 
Newport - . . 26019-21, 26023 

Freight per ton from Dungarvan • 26U45-6 

Freights to, would be cheaper than into 
Dungarvan .... 26018-9 

Lismore in same position as, respecting 
difficulties in getting caiJtains to 
charter for ..... 25875 

Natural point of distribution for a large 

district 25921 

Population 25941-2 

Bail carriage to Fermoy would be much 
shorter than from Cork to Fermoy - 25922 

Railway Bridge : 

Deepening river above, not advo- 
cated, but south of, desirable 25946-7 

a Fixed low bridge that cannot bo 
opened .... 25965-6 

Railway rates for coal to Dungarvan • 26013 

Shipping direct from any port in Eng- 
land to, desired - - - 25971-2 

Steamers plying to formerly • - 26037-43 

no Town Commissioner • - - 26061 

Traffic in pit wood to Dimgarvan - - 25931 

Vessel loaded with pit wood at, and sent 
direct to Cardiff ..... 25981 


Canal from CAPPOQtiiN to Lismore : 

Boate : 

Number .... 25896-7 

Ownei-ship .... 25898-0 

Usual load 25893 

Date of construction, question re • - 25959 

not Identical with River Blackwater - 25900 

no Navigation above Lismore - - 25901 

One lock 25892 

Ownership 25891 

Parallel to Raver Blackwater - - 25902 

Traffic : 

Nature .... 25S94-.5 

•Small 25895 

Cork.: 

Coal sent by rail to Lismore - . - 26920 

Outlet from Fermoy by rail - • - 25922 

Dromagh, position .... 25879-80 


Dungarvan : 

Carting from ships to the Railway - 25997 
Extension of Railway to Dungarvan 
Harbour, question re practicability 

26044, 26047 

Freight from Cardiff - - - 26022-3 

Harbour chief expense in freight - - 26046 

2R 


Index to 
£i>idence. 
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INDEX •. 


Index to 
Evidence. 


STANLEY, JOHN— co/ii. 

Dunoabvas’ — cont. 


Qiieeiions. 


no Rail\pay eomimmication between the 

wharf and the Railway - - - 25999 

Ships run alongside a (juay - - - 25998 

Trade developing .... 25963 

Used by traders of district uith the 

attendant expense of using a port 
which they have to approach by rail- 
way 25918-9 

Evidence referred to 25877 

FEBaioy TO Lismoee Railway : 


Built practically by the Duke of Devon- 
shire 26915 

Pi'ofit question .... 25960-1 

Fishguard and Rosslare Route, railways 

forming part of 25917 

Great Southern and Western Railways amal- 
gamated with 2691(i 

Irish Parliament, extract from minutes read 
with a view to giving a precedent for n 
grant of public money for carrying out n 
local improvement, argument respecting 25974-8 
Kilkenny coal, use for malting purposes, 
question re - - - 27989-90, 26074-5 

Personal experiences of tide difficulty of 
Blackwater River - - - 25861, 26871 

Railway from Waterford to Lismore a con- 
tinuation of the Waterford, Duugarvan 

and Lismore Railway .... 26915 

rtOTTTH OF ISELAHD WHEEL AND WaQGON 
Company : 

Exports and imports 258'0, 25863, 25872 
Starting point and destination of voyage 

25852-4 

Trade done by sailing vessels - - 25851 

Turned into a Limited Linbilit'’ fjom- 
pany - _ - - . ‘ . v'3848 

Waterford, Dungarvaa and Lismore Rail- 
way, profit question re - - - 23960-1 


State Control : 

not .Approved generally, If'. J/. Clow - . 16774 

C'f Canals, see 'Under Control under Canals, 
of Railways, see under Railways. 

Steamboats, non-existence between ports due to 

lack of sufficient traffic, B. J. Long - - 15261-4 

STEVENSON, GEORGE A., iI.V.O„ Com- 
missioner of Public Works in Ireland: 

107-289, 14841-935 
(A'ppendix 2, Page 1, 11} 
Acts re Navigation in Leland: 

1715 (2 Geo. I.) to encourage the draining 
and improving of the bogs . . . etc. ; 
Appointment of “ undertakers ” and 
Commissioners, Ireland, under 111, 113 
Provisions ..... HQ-l 
Reason for failure of - - . H2 

1729, provisions 1J2 

1800, appointment of directors of all 
works re inland navigation by, dutiep, 

‘ • ■ ■ - ' • 130-133 

Advances of pubhc money, method - - 181 

Ballinamore and BaUyconneU Canal, object 
of, valne of resuscitation, etc. - 232, 14911-21 

Bann, Louver : 

Abandonment recommended by Sir 
-Alexander Birmie’s Report - . 233 

Vested in Trustees appointed by neigh- 
bouring counties - - . . 241 

Board of W^orks; 

Established 1831, and property and 
powers of Directors of Inland Naviga- 
tion transferred to - - - . 134 

Jurisdiction ..... 264-6 
Position re navigation improvements - 180-91 
Powers re inland navigation . 140-166 

(A'ppendix 2, Slatemeni 1, Page 1) 
Sources of revenue - ■ • . 145 

Tolls charged to Grand Canal Company 
on the Shannon, explanation 

14883-90, I490G-7 


STEVENSON, GEORGE A., M.V.O., 

Canal from Belfast to Limerick not considered 
necessary - . . 14915.20, U99-, ,, 

Canals, local contributions not considered 
probable ..... 

Cavan and Leiti-im Railway - - . 

Commisaionera for inland navigation, 1709. 

1787, history .... ,, 

Directors of Inland Navigation to be an" ' ’ 
pointed, 1880, duties, etc. - . iw i« 

Grand Canal Company : ' 

Canying company . . 

Dividends y 

Reason for |jrolitablcncHs - . . 

Home tiffice, Ijvland, ])omoi-s re inland 
navigation 


142 


Inland Navigation in Ireland : 

Cariynng trade : 

Class of produce - . . . 053^ 

Question re profitability . . 243-^ 

Connecting Canals should ]ia\’e unifoi’in 

229-31 

Dish'ibution of Canal profits - . 0434 

Effect of Railway on Canals - . 281 

Expenditure of public money 129-134, 234-11 
ExiJencliturc on, sources, etc. - 137-139 

Expense in cases of crossing bog.s - 288-9 
Pinanoinl position .... .273.3 

Fixing of rates 143_j 

History 110-55 

lAsvel difficulties .... 283-5 

Measurement of usefulness of Canals • 258-9 
Present condition not entirely satisfac- 
toiy and question of improvement - 199-92 
Question re association of farmers for 
obtaining large quantities of coal, etc., 
in connection with improvement of - 2fil-3 
Question re Government control - • 101-7O 

(Juestion re unifonnity of rates of Rail- 
ways and ----- 278 

Railway rates reduced by competition 255-60 

Rates, regulated by Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, and practically 

uniform 247 

Reasons for comparative failure of 

canals 158-60 

Reconsti-uction nocessaiy - - - 227-8 

State initiation 110 

Statement re present position of, handed 

hi 156-" 

System of grants to private undertakers 

121, 128 

Water supply 286-7 

Lagan Navigation Company - - 148-51, 178 

Maigue Navigation .... 146-147 

Motor services, reason for failure of proposed 14935 

Newry and Coalisland navigations - • 113 

Railways, Ireland, loans from Booi'd of Works 183-9 

Report of Ixu'd Monck’s Commission on In- 
land Navigation, 1882, quoted - • 137-3 

Royal Canal : 


Acquisition by Jlidliuid Great Western 
Railway Comiwiiy and payment 219-26. 246. 

282 ,14841 

Board of Control : 

Constitution at different times - 14845 
Dependence on Board of Works 14858-9 
Formation of, powers, etc. - 14841, 14844 
Fund and arrangements re 14841, 14845, 
14869-73 

Inspection and report - • 14845, 14847 

I’ower needed to emploj' special 
engineer .... 14845 

I’mceedings with, and powers re 
Midland Great Western Railway 
Company - - 14845, 14867. 1486M 

(Question re power, and payment 

for employment of engineer by 148^_^ 
Use of Board of Works’ engineers by 14851-- 
Board of Trade enquiries, inspection and 
reports, but no direct power to make 
Railway Company put Canal in order - 1484.7 
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Quesliom. 

STE^^NSON, GEORGE A.. M.V.O., eto.— otnd- 
Royal Canal — cojiL 

Complaints received by Railway Company 

re 14877-5) 

History !54-i3 

Letter from Board of Control to Midland 
Great Western Railway Company, 
recommendations made in various 

reports on Canal and non-carrying 

out of 14845 

iCon-development of traffic by ilidland 
Great W'cstem Railway risults a d 
question re Munster - • . 219-26, 82S 

Statistics of receipts and dividends, half- 
years ending 31st Maioh and 31st 
September, 1845 - - . 14841-4 

Toils, rates and charges, proceedings of 
jlidland Great Western Railway 

Company re 14S45 

AVatev, waste and bad management and 
use for wrong purposes complained of 

14848-60, 14853-5 

Shansok N-AViaATiON : 

Condition of, and question of naviga- 
bility - . . . 193-200, 14922 

Revenue and expenditure statistics - 167-72 

Improved oommunioation with Limerick, 
question of value of, and justification 

for 14898-903 

Locks, question re enlargement of, below 

Killaloe 14891-5 

Powers over, 142-4 

Revenue derived chiefly fro.n tolls and 

no dividend paid • - - 14904-5 

Shannon River, improvement proceedings 

bv Act, 1715 Ill 

“ Tillage duties ” - 112-7, 121, 122-3, 129, 234-8 

Victoria Look, reason for size of - - - 14896 

Ulstee C-ANAL : 

Beneficial effect on Railway rates • 216 

Condition - • - ' - . . 204-7 

Controlled by Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany 279-SO 

History 203 

Horse towage only method of propulsioji 214 

Maximum load 213 

Question re development of traffic • 208 

Reasons for non-success of - - - 209-15 

Transfer to Lagan Navigation Company 150-1 
Victoria Look, reason for size of - - • 14890 

References - • - 13905, 14780, 14781. 16418 

Stones, cost of carriage on Royal Canal, J. Tallow 12098 
Stout, see Ale and Porter. 


Stxabane ; 

Accommodation for receiving goods on 
Strabane Canal needed, R. Smytit, • ■ 16552 

-Agricultural industiy would develop from 
improvement of Canal, J. Colhoun • 16629-33 
-Appeal to Board of Trade re Railway rates, 
and result, J. Toner, T. B. Feehj - 16344-9 

no Discharging slieda at, on Strabane Canal, 

P. McMenamin 16237 

District of, and transit facilities, P. McMena- 
min, J. Toner - . 16212-^. 16248-62, 16283-6 

Light Railway promoted by, J. Tone?' 16285, 1C375-6 
Locked store at. J. Toner - . . . 16325 


Mercantile Association : 


Complaints made re Strabane Canal, 

J. Oolhoun . ... . 16617 

Evidence on behalf of. see Smyth, Robert 

16521-86 

Population, P. ileHIenamin - 16247 

Railway and Canal rates, J. Colhoun - 16602-3, 

16620-3 

Railways and Canal to Londonderry, M. Pleioa 

21189-^2 


no Receiving shed or weighing machine on 
Canal at, J. Toner- .... 
Time taken from Londonderry, on Canal, 
■J. Ocihoun ...... 


16324 

16595 


Qiie‘ilions. Index to 

Strabane Canal: Evidence. 

Duke of -Abercorn’e attitude in ease of State 
control. Colonel Baillie .... 16642 
Advantage of, and improvements should be 

carried out, P. JlcHIenamin, J. Toner 16246-58, 

16331^ 

Agi'icultural industry « oiild benefit troni im- 
provement of, J. Cdhoun - - - 16629-33 

Arrangement with Railway Company, J. 

Colhoun '. 16637-8 

Bad condition of, J. Colhoun - • - 16589-9f‘ 

Bad condition and looks leaky, and lack of 
facilities, J. P. AIcMenamin 16231-43, 

16-281, 16296-316 

Board of Trade inspection and report, Cdonel 

Baillie 16650-4 

Boats : 

Description and size qui'.«tii-m. T. B. 

Peely 16366-7 

Length, R. Smyth 16573 

Size and tonnage, P. J/cJ/e«a»>iia 16271-2, 16278 
Suggestions re size, haulage, etc-, R. 

Smyth - - 16538-48, 16571-2. 16581-2 

Bridges and alterations needed, 3'. B. Feeh/, 

J. Colhoun - - - 1636S-9, 16597-600 

COKPANY : 

Limited liability company, Cdonel Baillie 16666 
Obligations, Cdonel Baillie - - 16650-5 

Relations u-ith Duke of Aberoorn, 

Cdonel Baillie ■ - 16643-61, 1G6C8-7! 

Complaints made to Duke of Alwrcom and 
Board of Ti'ade re, T. B. Feehj, J. Cdhoun 

16360-1, 16617-19 
Condition of, and of locks, Colonel Baillie 16660-5 
Construction by Marquis of Aberoorn about 
1791 to 1795, and Parliamentary grant, 

P. MeMenamin ■ ■ ■ ' . 16213-9 

Control, J. Toner • - • , - - -16320-1 

Depth and lo\'me3a of, owing to leaky locks, 

P. MeSIenamin .... 16223-t 

Dividends, P. AIcMenamin, R. Smyth - 16264-5 

16280, 16575-9 

Donegal Railway bridge and objections to, 

J. Toner, Cdonel Baillie - - 16337-43, 16646 

Expenditure of public money on, not advo- 
cated, H. Pletos 21182 

Facilities need^, R. Smyth, J. Cdhoun • 10552, 

16392-4 

Fixed bridge, R. Smyth 16574 

Half loads, H. Pleies 21295 

Importance of, J. Toner .... 16286 

ISIPROVEMENTS : 

Needed, cost, local conlributioni, etc., 

R. Smyth, J. Cdhoun 16548-53, 16504-5. 

16589-90, 16596 

Suggested, and estimate, etc., J. Toner, 

T. B. Ftely - - 16328-35, 16364-5 

Length, P. McMenamin, J. Toner, H. Plews 

16210-1, 16268,16323,21182 
Lighters, number of, and difficulties on 

account of, J. Toner 16310 

Locked store at Strabane, J. Toner - - 16323 

Locks : 

Bad condition of, and consequences, i7. 

Toner 16311-2 

Number and size, P. AIcMenamin 10220-2, 16279 
Maintenance and control, T. B. Feely • 16354-8 

Ownership and lease, T. B. FsSy, H. Plews 

16350-3, 16357-9. 21182 
Places ser . ed by, R. Smyth - - . . 10529 

Possibilities of, /. Toner .... I63iy 
Preferred to Railway if goods carried reason- 
ably, P. McMenamin .... 16244 
Profit, 2'. B. Feely .... 16362-3 

Profits should be applied to repair, J. Cdhoun - 16801 
Public company, but profits not announced, 

P. McMenamin .... 16260-7 

Question re reason for construction, R. Smyth - 16570 
Rates, P. McMenamin, J. Colhoun, H. Plews 

16254-8, 16269-70. 16602-3, 16620, 21293^ 
no Receiving shed or weighing machine at 

Londonderry or Strabane, J. Toner - - IG324 
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INBEX : 


Indem to 
Evideaca. 


Strabaue Canal— 


Questions. 


no Through rates, J. Toner - - - 16326-7 

Time taken on journey and slowness com- 
plained of, J. CMmtn • - 16695, 16611-6 

Tolls and proceedings re, P. McMemmin, J. 

Toner, T. B. Fedij 16227, 16239, 16294-5, 16360-3 
Tonnage possible, E. Smyth - . . . 16534 


Traffic : 

Amount of, P. McMenamin • - 16259-62 

Carelessness ot Company in non-develop- 
ing, J. Cdlkoun 16638 

Expectations, J. Colkoun - - 16609-10 

Indian corn, R. Smyth ■ • - 16534-7 

Increase possible with better facilities, 

P. McMenamin- ... 16262-3 

Nature, R. Smyth 16627 

Possibilities after improvement, T. B. 

Psely 16380 

Tonnage and receipts twenty-five yeara 
ago, P. -B. Peelj/ .... 15357 
Transfer of, to Lonclondeny Harbour Board 
not advocated, T. B. Feely - - - 16374 

Water; 

Increase necessary, R. Smyth - - 16538 

Lowness of, and disadvantages, R. 

Smith, .... 16632-7, 16580-1 
Source, P. 2fcMenamin - . 16229-30 

Working of, loss on, P. McMenamin, J. Toner, 

J. Colkoun 16225-8, 16275, 16287-96, 16617-28 
5«e also Foyle Navigation. 


Strabane Urban District CouncO: 

Chairman, see Toner, James 16283-350, 16375-84 
Clerk, see Feely.T. B. 16347-9, 16350-74, 16385-97. 


Strokestown : 

Branch oe Shannon to ; 

Condition of, and improvement question, 

J. P. Macgnire - - - 13233-45, 13258 

Lengtli, If. P. O'Brien - . . . 13204 

Importance of, J. P. - - . 13245 


BTU.4E,T, H. C. VILLIERS: - -20931-27012 

Blachwatee : 

Bed, owner - . . . . - 26967 

Boate,_Bize 26940 

Condition 26933 

Control, question re - - 26964-6, 26969 

Co-operation among farmers in district 
of, question re .... 26953 
Dredging : 

Cost, question re ... 26956 
Cost of transit would bo consider- 
ably cheaper .... 26991 


Difference would be between 
economy of steamers and sailing 
vessels .... 27002-5 

would Encourage co-operation - 26954 
Fre^hts would be cheapened - 27012 
Funds, suggestion - 26973, 26976 

Injury to fisheries, question re 26960-2 
Local contribution.s towards cost 
imUkely - - . . 26997-8 

Necessary - - . . . 26932 

no Objection to, as a landowner - 26958 
Owner ivished to assert his legal 

„ 26959 

bcheme for, achieves all that is 

really necessary - . 26992-4 

improvement : 

Benefit to district, question re 27006-11 
County council proper authority for 
carrying out, but barony rate 
would be heavy - . 26976-84 

would Ensure a widespread use 
among the agricultural com- 
mumty - . . 26947, 26950-1 

breights would be cheapened by 26934-6 
Local contribution towards, unlikely 26937 
Steamers would be induced to run 

26936 


■ 26943 
26940-1 


■ 26943 


■ 26942 


STUART, H. C. V’fLLIERS-ron,. 

BlaCKWATER — C07U. 

Steamers desii'od - . 

Traffic : ' 

Coal - . . . f,.. 

Exports : ' 

in Oats - . , 

Tonnage 
Feeding stuffs 
Impoi'ts : 

Coal tonnage 

Feeding stuffs, tonnage . 
a Large proportion comes by sea 

• ■ - ■■ 26944 

Manure ..... ,gg^ 

Cate - - . 2604f.), 26945, 26946 

by Saiiipg vessels - . . 26999-7oot 

Use of 

Wind serious for sailing vessels 
Bride River, traffio export, in oats 
Cappoquin : 

Distance from Youghal • . . gggj., 

DisU-iot not served by port of Dungar- 

van 26955 

Reduction of Railway rates from Dun- 
garvan would not meet difficulty - 26990 

Toll on vessels passing to, from Youghal 
Harbour, question ra - . 28970-2 

Eisbguard and Rosslai-o route, dairy produce 
traffio to South Wales, question re - 26948-9 

Member of Waterford County Council - - 28937 

Owner of portions of Rivor Blackwater, F. 

A. Currey 26225 

would Probably subscribe towards coat of 
improvenumts of Rivor Blackwater, J. 

Stanley 26063 

Waterford Railway guarantee - - 26985-8 

Reference, .7. Stanley 2587!i 

Sugar : 

Great Northern Railway rates, TF. R. Rea - 15449 

Railway and Canal rates, J. McNaUy, J. 
Oolhoun, P. J. MacQuUlan 16671, 16603, 26343 


Suir Navigation ; 

Abandonment of, were Railway rates fixed, 
question re, J. Phdan - . - 26321-4 

Authorities on, J. Phdan - - - 26331-4 

Bed of : 

No jurisdiction over, E. A. Hacl-elt 142^; 

14257 

Nature ot, J. E. Orubb . . - - 13867 

Blasting required, G. Tough - - - 12645-7 

Boats : 

• Cargoes lightened at Carrick-on-Suir, 

J. Pkelam .... 26315-8 

Engaged on inland navigation, statistics 

re, J. E. Grubb 13808 

Sizes and tonnage, T. P. Mon-issey, E. J. 

Qnibb, J. Phelan 13591-5, I371T, 13734-46, 
13751-6, 26311-4 

Statement re total number of, question 
re, J. Phelan .... 26286-9 

Bi'idges, no obstruction as a rule, J. E. GnM 13865-6 
Canalisation and lockage system advocated, 

T. P. Morrissey 13622-3, 13030, 13655-62 

Can-iod out by private Company under 
special Act, O. A. Stevenson - . - 141 

Caebiers : 

Average annual tonnage carried, J. 

Phelan - . - 26255, 26257, 26239 

Distribution of ti’affio, J. Phelan 26250, 26258, 
26260 

Number of horses, J. Phelan • ■ 26251 

Two companies trading with Clonmel 
and question re advantage of different 
sjfstem, T. P, Morrissey - - 13607-L 

Charges, compared with Railway charges, 

T. P. Morrissey .... 13633-4 

Clonmel highest navigable point, Dr. O’ Ryan 13567 
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Suit Kavigation— 

Clonmel to Carrick-on-Suir: 


Quesiione. 


barges hauled by gangs of men and 
women before 1775, J. B. Qiuib - - 13808 

Canalisation : 

Approved if not too expensive, 
difficulties of, and financial ques- 
tion, E. Grubb 13810, 13836, 13858 
Cost too great, 51. A. ffacfeett • 14267-8 

Mr. Killaly’s plau, J. E. Grubb 13764, 
13774-6 

Not recommended by Mr. Oliver 
owing to insufficiency of traffic, J - 

E. Gruhb 13782 

no Control, 2?. (?r«65 • • 13717, 13825-6 

Control and improvement question. 

Sir S. 0. Plunkitt - - - 14196-200 

Fall of river, T. P. 2Iorri$sei/, J. E. 

Qrvbb • - . 13654, 13717, 13772-3 

Haulage : 

Chain : 

Advantageous, J. E. Grubb • 13810 
Approved, .7. E. Grubb 13762, 13784-6, 
Cost of haulage would be in- 
duced by, J. E. Grubb ■ ■ 13878 

Importance of, and suggestion re 
provision and maintenance, 

J. B. Grubb ■ . . 13846-8 


Suggested bv Mr. Oliver, J. 

E. Grubb .... 13781 
Chain or rope advocated, E. A. 

SackeU .... 14328-34 


Horse: 

Cost of. J. E. Grubb - 13738, 13877 

Objection to, J. E. Grubb ■ - 13848 

Moving rope, advocated by Mr. 

Oliver, and estimates, E. A, 

HackeU - - 14261, 14264-6 

Improvements : 

Contributions to, and toll question, 

J. E. Grubb - - - 13887-93 

Estimates, J, E. Grubb, E. A. HackeU 

13784, 14271, 14327-8 
Expense and local contributions, 

question of, J. E. Grubb ■ 13833-47 

Fisheries, value of, and question re 
effect on, E. A. HackeU 14272-80, 14291-8 
Grants towards, J. E. Grubb - - 13808 

Question re contribution from 
Tipperary South Riding County 
Council, E. A. HackeU 14290, 14327-8 
Question re effect of traffic between 
Waterford and Clonmel, J. E. 

Gr>M .... 13878-83 

by Tipperary Grand Jury and 
County Council, J. B. Grubb 

13708-16, 13861-4 
Value, question of, B. A. HackeU 14283-7 
see also Improvements below. 

Low water, dry weather and rapids, /. 

B. Grubb 13717 

Navigation method, J. E. Grubb - 13757-9 

Time taken on journey, T. P. Morrissey 

13590, 13685 


. Questions. to 

Sun- Navigation— fo/«. Bvidaice. 

Closing of, to Clonmel, probable effect on — — 

Railway rates, J. Phdan - • - 26301 

Competition with Railway, J. Phdan - 26296-300 

Condition, J. Phdan - - 26306-7, 26309-10 

Condition of current in non-tidal portion, T. 

P. Morrissey ...... 13583 

Connection with Barrow, importance of, 

E. A. HackeU 14233 

Connection with Shannon, opinion re scheme, 

T. P. Morrissey. J. Phdan - • 13624-7, 26292-6 

Constructed since 1831, G. .4. Sltveyison - 135 

no Conti'ibution from Waterford, Waterford 
Countv, or Kilkenny C'oimtv, E. .4. HackeU 

14234, 14307-9 

Deepening and contributions from Tipperary, 

J. E. Grubb, E. A. HackeU 13810, 14272-3, 14281 
Depth and width, B. .4. HackeU - - 14239-40 

Description, J. E. Grubb .... 13717 
Difficulties in navigation above Carriek.on. 

Suir, J. Phelan .... 26253-4 

Effect on Railway i-atee. E. .4. HarktU ■ - 14256 

Expenditure worth while, T. P. Morrissey 13665 
Plash or Spur Weirs : 

Drawbacks and bad condition of, E. A. 

HackeU .... 14241-4, 14237 

Explanation and description of, and 

estimate, etc., J. E. Grubb 13764-9, 

13770, 13774 

Local contribution doubted, J. E. Grubb 13834-5 
New, suggested by Mr. Killaly, and 

opinion re, E. A. HackeU • 14239, 14269-70 
Pormanenoe and maintenance question, 

E. Grubb .... 13788-91 

Flooding of to^vpath and shallows and cuiTonts, 

J. Phdan 26277-9 

Floods, stoppages and cost of transit would 

he reduced by prevention of, J. E. Grubb 13761-2 

Formerly more teams of horses, and boats 
and reason for diminisliing. J. Phelan 26270-5 

Haulage : 

Coat of present system, and question re 
application of saving by mechanical 
haulage towards improvement, E. A. 

HackeU 14282-4 

Mechanical, advocated. E. .4. HackeU 14261-3 
Right of, on both sides, E. A. HackeU 

14226. 14310-4 

Teams of horses, number, J. Phdan 26268-9 
Importance of, T. P. Morrissey • - 13C01-3 

Improvements : 

would Ije .Advantageous, J. Phdan 26327-8 
.Applications made to Board of Works 
and Department of Agriculture for, 
but without result . - . 13804-6 

by Boat owners only, /. Phdan • - 26308 

"Comprehensive scheme neees.sary, T. P. 

Morrissey 13692 

Expenditure on, and grants towards, 

./. E. Grnbh 13808 


no Toll ohaiged, J. Phdan ■ • • 26201 

Tonnage and class of traffic, T. P. 

Morrissey, E. A. HackeU ■ 13680, 14335-7 

Towpath : 

Contributions from Tipperary, J. B. 

Grubb, E. A. HackeU - 13810, 13833, 

14321-5 

Maintenance and repair, T. P. 
Morrissey, J. B. Grubb 13628-30, 13646, 
13717- 

see also Trackway below. 

Traffic : 


Financial question, J. Phdan 26303-5, 26325-6 


r'lsliery interests not injured bj", J, E. 

Grubb 13808 

Local contribution question, J. E. Grubb 13894 
Methods not considered, J. Phelan ■ 26331 
State aid question, J. E. Grubb ■ 13895-8 

by State approved, reasons, etc., T. P. 

Morrissey .... 13681-3 

Suggestion, J. Phdan • - • 26280-1 

Toll question, J. E. Grubb • • 13899-902 


see also Improvements -under Clonmel to 
Carrick.on.Suir aiioee. 


Decrease of, and importance to Insufficient depth and rapids complained of, 

Clonmel of river being improved, E. A. HackeU 14257 

J. E. Grubb - • - 13801-3 Jurisdiction of Suir River Na-vigation Com- 


StatisticB, E. A. HackeU • 14251-5 

donmel — Cahir, not utilised for navigation, 

E. A. HackeU ..... 14227-8 

donmel — Graiguenamanagb, as toU, E. A. 

HackeU 14235-7 


pany. J. B. Grubb ■ ■ 13707, 13717, 13824-6 

Mr. Killaly’s Report and scheme, referred 
to and quoted' 13764, 13770-6, 14258-9 

Length (Waterford to Clonmel), T. P. Morris- 
sey 13577 
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INDEX : 


Inde.i: to 
Evidence. 


Suit ITavigation— 

BO Locks l>elow Can-iok-oa-Suir, T. Morrissey 13663 
Na-vigabie triljutsriea, J. E. Gntbb • 13748-51 

Navigation methods, T. P. Morrisse7j . 13752-6, 

. 13580-660 

-ur. Obvei's report and scheme, referred to 
and quoted, J. E. Grubb. E. A. HackeU 

13777-83, 14260-1, 14264 
Payments re, by Clonmei, T. P. Morrisseij 13627. 
•m . 13636 

i laces carried to by Suit Steam Navigation 

Company, J. E. Grubb - . . 13718-20 

Places served by, J, 5. ffriibb - . . 13747 

Powers re,. E. A. Hackett - - . 14226-30 

Rates : 

Do«-n, usually less than up, J. E. Grubb 13886 
Heavy, and reduction advocated, T. P. 

Morrissej/ - . . . 13613-6 

Timber, J. E. Grubb - . . 13884-5 

Route traded on, J. Phdan - . . 26336 

Scheme for connection with Shannon ap- 
proved of, J. E. Grubb ■ - . 13808-10 

Sea-going vessels, statistics handed in, J. E. 

13807-8 

Shallows and Rapids : 

Improvement needed, J. E. Grubb - 13760-2 

Mr. Oliver’s report re improvement of, 

J. E. Grubb - - . . . 1378I 

Reforming after regulation improbable, 

J. E. Grubb - . 13868 

Shoals, proposed part removal and improve- 
ment, FacAet# - . - . 14305-6 

no hilt, except in one place, . . 13869 

State control with Local Advisory Board 
preferred, T. P. Morriase)/ . . . 13033 

Straightening of bends and easing of rapids 
would be advantageous and cost question, 

■ • • - 13839-47 

Straightness of J. E. Grubb - . . 1378,5-7 

Stoppages from floods and high and low 

J.E. Grubb. E. A. Hackett - 13849-61, 

I4247-.16 

Tidal : 

Boat.s : 

Draught, d. iS. (?n(66 • 13717, 13729 

Tonnage, J. E. Gnibb - . 13731-46 

Navigation method, T. P. Morrissey 13584-5 
Tideway, Dr. O'Ryan, T. P. Morrissey, J. E. 

Grubb, E. A. Backetl 13507, 13578-9, 13666, 
,n 13717, 14302-4 

tonnage, parkoulare. J. B. Grubb, E. .A. 

Haeken - - . 13899-900. 14238, 14316-20 

iow^ths, walls, and quays, proceedings 
of Tipperary South Riding County Council 
'■e.andexpenditure, i?.A. ifnefcea . 14231-3 

Te.^ickwav : 

CVmdition of, E. A. HackeU • . . 14245 

Improvement needed, but not matter of 
great importance, B. A. HackeU . . 14057 

Public for hauling only, E. A. Backett 14299-301 
see also Towpath under Clonmel to 
C‘arrick-on-Suh‘ above. 

Trackway Navigation (Waterford to Clonmel) 
Tipperary County Council would be 
willing to maintain new scheme Dr 

13564-72 

Tbaffic ; 

Agi-icultui-ai. T. P. Morrissey, J. E. Grubb 

, .. . 13636-45, 13810 

no Authority to regulate, P. Phdan - 26290 
Cessation probable, J. Phelan - . 26276 

from Clonmel would increase with more 
certain delivery, T. P. Morrissey I3635 

Improi’ement to river necessary to main- 
tain, J. Phdan 2630“’ 

.Milk, T. P. Morrissey, J. Phelan 13636, 13641-3'^ 

NMuie of, J. E. Orubl, J. PMa„ I37S! 

,, ... , 26261-4, 26266-7 

Ques ion re possibihty of development T 

P. ilonUny - . 


Suit Navigation— ram!. 

TjtAPric — cmt. 

Statistics, and information required J V 

Grubb - 13808, 13811-21 1380S „ 

Up larger than down, and reason f 
Morrissey . . - ' ' n 

Value to Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmei J 
Grubb - - . . . ’ ,n 

Water Supply ; 3798-8(i6 

Complaints as to ahortnee of rn 

O’liyan ■ . . ~ . ' 

of wnte in 

rapids and floods obstacle to full benefit 
being taken of, T. P. Morrissey - laci* 
Watci-ford to Carrick-on-Suir tolls ^4618-21 
Grubb - . . ’ ■ 

Work done well and cheaply, T. 'uorHesey - iS^? 

Siiir River Navigation Company : 

Account of, jurisdiotion, etc., J. E Grubb 

13703-8, 1371,7, 13726-0, 13791 iw.? 
Distinction from Suir Steam Navigation Com- 
psray,J.E.OnM ..... 

Suir Steam Navigation Company: 

Carrying company and without powers T P 
Morrissey- - . . . 

Coat of haulage, J. E. Grubb .... 
Distinction from Suir Navigation Compaav ' 

J. E. Gs-uhh J37TO 

Mmaging oTOor, ef, firabli, J. Emi, 13SM-139oj 
Places earned to, J. K. Grubb . n-KLOa 

Traffic of. J. E. Grubb .... 3 

Reference, J. Phdan ■ 

Sulphate of ammonia industiy.near Grand Canal, 

Q X, 21762-4 

Sutton, Mr., coal sout from Cork to Lismore hv 
Railway, J. Pta-dey ■ . ... 25900 

Swansea, vessels seldom semt to by South of Ire 
l^d Wheel and Waggon Co., /. Stanley - . 25854 

iaff Vale Railway Company, price paid for coal, 

R. Mo7r^am 21399 

Tanderagee : 

Important toivn. T. Irwin - - . I744I-O 

Served by Newry Canal, J. Barton - . I7305 

Tanneries : 

Canal between Belfast and Limerick would 
benefit, E. .1 Long - . 15184-5, 15275-84 

rimshed goods could go by slow transit, 

E J. Lony 16248-50 

Railway preferred to Canal for ti-affic and 
reasons, E. J. Long - . 15160-76, 162724 

Tamonbarry (Ricliinond) : 

Canal to Dublin, see Royal Canal. 

Canal store at, on Royal Canal, W. P. O’Neill 
n X f 12269-62 

t.08t of carnage of timber to, on Royal Canal, 

J. Patlow 10097 

Harbour on Royal Canal, Tatlow • 12264-5 

Graving dock on Royal Canal, J. Tatlow 12251-3 
MiCs extinct, W. P. O'Neill .... 12290 
Tolk from Dublin on Royal Canal, J. P. 
Macgm-c 13260 

Tatlow, Joseph, manager of the 

Great Western Railway Company of Ireland: 

12056-12244 

CXKLS: 1) 

no Future f 01', in Lv land - 12237-8, 12244 
Railways considered more useful - - 12230 

Evidence referred to, W. Pield - 13435. 134534 

Midland Great Western Railway op 
Ireland : 

Company, incorporation, 1846 • - 12062 

Traffic : 

Coal 12127-35 

Decrease between Dublin and Long- 
ford 12213-7 

Grain • . . . . 12134-6 
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T.iTLOW, JOSEPH— CO/I 
RoY.li. Canal : 


Questions. 


Acquisition by Midland Great Western 
Railway of Ireland Company, 1845, 
and maintenance obligations - - 12062-6, 

12173-85 

Board of Conti'ol, account of, powers, etc. 

1222S-34 

Board of Trade enquiry .... 12094 
Boat owners and boats on • - 12112-3 

{Ajypendix 1, •statement 3) 

Branches 12081-4 

Bye-traders, question of competition with 
Railway rates .... 12194-8 

Capital expenditure on, by jtDdland Great 
Western Railway of Ireland Company, 
1845-1906 12066-8 


Company : 

not Now Carrier's - - . . 12100 

Question re taking oTCr of Cana! 

from ■ 12163-9 

Condition 12161 

Control system disadvantageous • 12233-5 

Cost of purchase and expenditure - 12218-24 

Course of 12070-2 

Decrease of population iu counties 
passed through by ... . 12076 

District passed through, character of 12070, 1207S 
Extension to Tarmonbarry completed, 

1818 12061 

Formation of The New Royal Canal 

Company, 1S18 12061 

Improvoment, no Iwnefit expected - - 12162 

Incorporation by Royal Charter, 1730, - 12060 
Insoh'cncy and transfer to Director's of 
Inland Navigation, 1813 - - - 12060 

Length 12079-80 

V. Midland Great Western Railway 12167-60, 
12197-206 

Places on, and ]>opulations - - 12073—1 

Receipts during last five years . . 12101-5, 

12109-10 
{Appeti'lix 1, Statement 1) 
Regulations in favour of, in rules and 
regulations of Spencer Dock - 12137-56 

Tolls, Rates and Charges : 

Enquiry held by Railway Coui- 
mi.ssioners and schedule revised, 

1881 .... 12088-90 

.Midland Great Western Railway 
Act, 1877, re - - - ■ 12085-6 

Reductions, 1848 .... 12069 
Revised schedule adopted, 1880 - 12087 
Schedule of, 1894 • - - 1-2092-9 

(Appendix 1, Statement 4) 

Traffic : 

Coal .... 12126-33, 12172 
Grain, and question of Railway ad- 
vantages - 12134-5, 12186-93 

Inci-ease not anticipated - • • 12077 

Nature of - - - - 12117-8 

Places carried to • - • 12240-3 

Tonnage during last four years 12114-9, 
12170-1 

Water, no complaints - • • 12121 

Working expenses during last five 

years .... 12106-11 

{Appendix 1, StaUmeiU 2) 

Sfknobr Dock : 

Construction and cost • - 12120, 12'208-10 

Regulations in favour of CAnal traffic in 
rules and reguiation.s of - • 12137-56 

Size 12120 

Tolls, rates, charges, etc., authorised 
18 W, and particulars re handed in - 12121 
Traffic and distribution of • - 12122-36 

Transhipment at, charge question - 12146-56 

Reference, IF. Field .... 13433 

Tea, comparison of Railway and Canal rates, P. 

J. MacQuUlan - ■ - - - • 26343 


m , — WHCiUOnS. 

Tedoastle, Henry, McCormick & Co., Ltd. : 

Director, see Bingham, Charles Henry 13455-550 
(Appendix 4) 

Tonnage of coal sent by Canal and Railway 

1 3474-7,’ 13486-7 

TenelicK : 

Harbour on Royal Canal, J. Tatlow • 12254-5 

Jlills extinol. II'. P. O’Neill - - . . 12290 

Terryglass quay, application re, E. Delaney . 13974-6 


Index to 
Eoidmee. 


Thomastown ; 

Hai'bour on Royal Canal, J. Tatloio - 12254-5 

Milling and tanning industries at, would bene- 
fit by effective communication Iretween 
Kilkenny and the sea, Captain Cufe • - 14562 

River Nore to be entered at, by proposed 

Cana!, .4. JV. Burden ■ 146.53, 14656-7, 16569 
Water of Royal Canal drawn from river at, 

ir. P. O'NeiU 12280 

Waterway to Kilkenny, account and con- 
dition of, Cajytain Cujje - - . 14555-6U 

Thomastown Rural District Ooimcil in favour of 
proposed Canal from Kilkenny to Inistiogue and 
contribution probable. Captain Ouge - - 14380 

Thompson, Massrs. W. & Co., Ltd., fiiairman, see 

Smyth, Robert 16521-16586 

Thurles, probable increase in barley traffic on Suir 

Navigation after improvement, T. P. Morrissey 13676-8 
Ticknevin Harbour, Grand C'anal, depths of water, 

T. Hayes 12916 

TUlag-e : 

Uevelopsient: 

Difficult on account of weather. H. 

Plews .... 21149, 21208-10 

Hindered by want of cheap communica- 
tion, <?. de B. Ball .... 16995 
Question of, Earl of Erne, Sir .4. Binnie 

16436-8. 21510-5 

Duties, G. A. Steaenson 112-7, 121, 122-3, 129, 234-8 
Postering of, would increase Canal traffic, 

R. B. Fair .... 1.5.589-97, 15611 

Improved water communication would de- 
velop, and Canal traffic would increase, 

F. L. Heyn 1.5826-30 

Meath County, diminution, L. Donegan - 17131 
Timber ; 

Canal Tr,affic : 

River Biackwater. C. P. Carroll, J. Stan- 
ley, H. C. V. Stuart 26055, 26106, 26108, 
26943 

Boyne Navigation, L. Donegan - - 17136 

Lough Corrib Navigation, Pro. Totnisend 17206 
Expected it Ulster Canal were repaired, 

Earl of Ere 16404 

Grand Canal, G. Tough - 12.566, 12660-1 

Lisniore to Cappoquin, J. Stanley • 25894-6 

.Mann actured, exported by the South of 
Ireland Wheel and aggon Co., J. 

■Stanley 23830 

Ro^l Canal, cost of carriage, J. Tatlow 12097 
Suir Navigation, J. E. Gruhb, J. Phelan 

13884-5, 26261, 26267 
.Suir Navigation and accumulation on 
Cionmel quays owing to shortage of 
water. Dr. O'Ryan .... 13363 
Cookstown Canal would benefit consumers 

of, J. B. Gmning-Moore - - 16178-9 

Exported by South of Ireland Waggon and 

Wheel Co., J. Stanley ■ - 23850, 25865 

Railway and Canal rates, M. P. O'Brien, J. 

McNally, G. de B. Ball - 13190, 15671, 16976 
{Appendix 3, Statment 1) 
Tippens, Captain, reference, J. Smith - - • 16864 

Tipperary Comity: 

Exports from Youghal, G. P. Carroll - 26121-2 

Benefit to be expected by improvement of 
River Suir, T. P. Morrissey - - 1.3674-9 

river Biackwater natural method of com- 

mrmieation to a large part of, J. Stanley - 25958 
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INDEX : 


Iiulex to 
E'lndence. 


Questions. 

Tipperary County— wn/. 

CappocLuin point of distribution, to sontli of, 

J. Staidey 

Coal from Cappoquiu distributed to south 

of, J. Stanley 

Coal output 

Connection of Suir and Shaomon Navigations 
through, opinion re scheme, T. P. Moirissey 


- 26821 


26986 

14638 


13G24-7 


Nobth Riding : 

Contribution towards construction of 
Kilgarvan Quay, and question of 
contribution to Grand Canal improve- 
ments, H. Delaney - - . 13952-3 

Contributions towards Suir Navigation, 

J. E. Grulh - . . 13810, 13833 

Co-operation among farmers, S. Ddaney 

13969-70 

County Council, evidence on behalf of, 
see_ Delaney, Hugh - • . 13937-76 

District Council, member, see Delaney, 

Huglr 13937-76 


boUTH Riding : 

County Council (formerly Grand Jury) : 

Chairman, see Grubb, J. Emis - 13699-903 
Contribution towards Suir improve- 
ments, question re, E. A. Haelcett, 

J. Phelan - - 14296. 14327, 26303-4 

Deepening of River Suir on behalf 
of, E. A. Hackett - 14272-3, 14281 

Evidence on behalf of, see Hackett, 

Edward Augustus - . 14222-337 

Improvements to Suir River, ./. E. 

Grubb - 13708-16, 13861-4, 13887-93 
Maintenance of Suir towpath be- 
tween Clonmel and Carrick, and 
quay at Carriole J. E. Grubb - 13717 
Member, see O’Ryan, Dr. - 13651-73 

Proceedings re Suir towing path, 
walls and quay, and expenditure 
on, E. A. Hackett 14231-3, 14321-5 
Suir towpath maintained by, T. P. 

Alorrissey, J. E. Grubb 13646, 13717 
Would be willing to maintain Suir 
Trackway Navigation in new 
scheme. Dr. O’Byan • . 13564-72 

ounty Surveyor, see Hatchett, Edward 
Augustus .... 14222-337 

'.■‘ai.’ment towards cost of Suir Trackway, 

T. P. Morrissey - - . ‘13629-30 

Suir Navigation important to, T. P. 
Morrissey 13001 

Tipperary Town, scheme for oonnection of Shannon 
and Suir Navigation through, approved, J. E. 

13808-10 


TONER, JAMES, Chairman Strabane Urban 

District Council: - . 16283-350, 16376-84 

Canals. State or local control with State 

grant approved 16336 

Donegal Railway, purchase by Midland Rail- 
way Company of England and Great 
Northern Railway, and result • • 16375-83 

FoTLB River : 

Control 16318-22 

Tideway I6317 

Strabane, district of, and transit facilities 16283-6 
STBA3A27E CiNAL ; 

Bad condition of, shallowness, etc., and 
consequences to traffic - . 16296-316 

Control ^ . - - - - • 16320-1 

Donegal Railway Bridge and objections 

^ 16337-43 

Du Dun, ciistanee.s to certain places 32736-7 
, , 32748-9 

Importance of - - . _ _ 16286 

Improvements suggested and probable 

r 16328-36 

- 10323 

Lighters, number of, and difficulties on 

accoimtof 16310 

Locks, bad condition of, and conse- 
quences 16311-2 


TONER, JAMES— conC. 

Strabane Canac— con/. 


Possibilities of 
no Sheds at Strabane, Imt 
no Through rates - 
Toll, and proceedings re - 
Working of, lease, etc. - 

Toome : 


locked store I6324.5 
‘ ' 16326-7 

- 16294-0, 16360 
■ - 16287-96 


Lock, tramway to Toome Railway station 
Major J. A. Torrens . . . ’ 

Pleasure steamer to Antn’m, .7. B. Gunning 

Moore , ^ 

Question of developing traffic to, J. R 
Qunning-Moore 


13736 

16031 

16055-6 


Estimate for cost of roconstruction. Sir A 
Binnie - . . . 

Flooding, Sir A. Binnie 
Reconstruction proposed (Sir A. Binnie’s 
Report), Major J. A. Torrens - 
Removal not proposed, Sir A. Binnie 
Width of, J. Barton - 


21591-2 

•21477 

• 13736 
21616-20 
■ 17327 


TORRENS, MAJOR J. A.. H.M.V.L., Chairman of 
the Haa-bour Board of Coleraine, Repre- 
sentative of Coleraine Urban District 
Council and momber of Lower Bonn Navi- 
gation Board : - - - . .16706-95 

Bann Navigation : 

Lower ; 

Abiuidoumiait, objections to 15714-32 
16737-8, 15741-7, 15761-2. 16766 
Board, expondituro by 16720-5^ 15725 
from the Cutts ot Coleraine to the sea 
under jurisdiction of Coleraine 
Harbour Board and works oarried 
out by and success of 15711-3, 15718-9 

Di-cdging, expenditure on, etc. 15722-9 

Expenditure on - - - . 157511 

Pall of, and speed of cuiTent md 

Boats 15776-31 

Flooding of adjacent land, question 
of value of improvement and pay- 
ment of compensation instead, etc. 

15750-4, 15791 

Floods caused by River’ Agivey and 
suggested improvement - 167S4-5 

Improvement schemes (Sir A. 

Binnie’s Report) • 16734-<), 16744-9 

Locks, flood gates could bo put in 

15730, 15786 

Navigation possibility - 15760, 16792-4 

Question re rate of cuirent accord- 
iiig to Sir A. Binnie - - 15787-80 

Traffic : 

ICilled by Railway competition 16715-7 
Revival possible - 15719, 16763-5 

Tidal, cU'tulging question in connection 
with abandonment of Lower' Bann 

16767-75 

Coleraine di.Htrict well served by railways - 16795 
Evidence i-eferred to, W. E. Best • - - 16005 

Neagh, Lohoh : 

Levels 16782-3 

Question re alteration of level - 16755-S 


TOUGH, GEORGE, General Manager of the Grand 

Canal Company - 12400-12864, 32637-32812 
Barley, disposal of - - 12652-6, 12733-7 


BaBBOW NAViaATION ! 

Deepening advocated - - - 12714-25 

Depth 12621^^ 

Flooding, and removal of weirs, etc. 

would relieve' . . - - 32774^ 

Milling interest on, importance of • 32729-31 

Proposed removal of weirs, objection to 

^ ^ 32723-32 


Silting and water difficulty • 
Trade on, not generally profitable • 


12637-9 

12640-4 
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Queslions. 

tough, GBOEGE— core<. 

Belfast — Limerick Waterway, length, and 
time taken by barge .... 12664-6 

f/.NALS: 


Canal Companies’ Agreement with Rail- 
way Companies : 

English evidence not applicable 12416-9 

Evidence referred to, B'. Field - 13435 
Locks, opinion re improvement 12578-81 

no Objection to publication of, in 

future 32680-3 

Prejudicial to Canal improvement 
and a restriction of trade to a 
certain extent - - 32710-7, 32720-2 

Railway rates reduced by - 12703-5 

Cross sea rates more than Railway rates in 

England 32711-3 

Dublin, distances to certain places 3270C-7, 32748-9 
AND Canal : 


Agriculture on banks, not of great extent 12636 
Approach to, from Liffey, no serious com • 

plaint 12788-91 

Balls Bridge 12770-1 

no Board of Trade engineers - - - 12854 

l-'oats : 


Number, etc. - - • - 12545-51 

Question re value of different shape 
reejuiring less draught - 12662-3 

Reduction of loads - • 12605-6 

Tonnage • - - 12468, 32798 


Obstacle to enlargement- - 12582-3 

Passed through, mileage, cultivation 
of, and repairs on account of - 12538-44 
Bye-traders : 

Boats sometimes hired by Company 12695 
Rates .... 1-2694, 12726-30 
Capital and shares • - - 12792-7 

Carriers 12443-6 

Centre piece of any general Canal scheme 12683-5 
Company : 

Advance of money to, for improve- 
ments would be in conformity with 

precedent 12678 

Agreement with Great Southern and 
IVestern Railway Company re rates 
and traffic, particulars re 12447-67, 
12473-87, 12696-712, 12730-2, 12718-55 
12833-6, 32641-6, 32647-51, 32651-4, 
32659-62, 32663-7, 32696-700, 32702, 
32708-9, 32714-9, 32742-7, 32745, 33762, 
32763-7, 

Arrangement with Midland Great 
Western Railway, particulars re, 

32655-6, 32668-79, 32684-91, 32718-9 
only Carriers between Dublin 
and Limerick and Dublin and 
Waterford .... 12818 
Jlr. McCann desirous ot freeing, 
from carr3dng business - > 32735 

no Obligation on, to carry but to 
public interest tiiat they should 


Private Company - - - 12829-32 

Complaint as to charging of maximum 
rates by Boird of Works on Shannon 

12502-9, 12837-48 

Complaints re condition of, delays caused 
by men resting and not condition of 

Canal 32798 

Connections, question re value of, and of 
improving connecting Canals 12648-59 

Coat of maintenance - - 12772-3 

Depth and increase would be an advant- 
age but difficulty of dredging in bog 
districts - 12584-6, 12695-604, 12607-13 

Dividends - 12588-9, 12674-82, 12688-91, 

12792. 12705-7, 32798 
Docks,and repair question - - 12632-6 

Dredging : 

Complaints, opinion re 12592-4, 12597-9 
Proceedings • 12587, 12621-2, 12809-1], 
32783 

Dry docks, reply to complaints re ■ 32788-90 


TOUGH. GEORGE—conf. 


Questions. 


Grand Canal — cont. 

Dry periods 32S08-9 

Expenditure on, not justilied 12412-4.12713 
Improvement of communication with 
Limerick Harbour needer’ - - 32804-7 

Lie-byes, groundlessness of complaint re, 

as no longer needed - - - - 32784 

Loading and discharging berths in good 
order with exception of certain used 
by bye-traders .... 32791 
Locks : 

Duties of men attending to • 12629-30 

Impossibility of keeping man con- 
tinually at look, but no cause for 
complaint .... 32786 
Jlilling trade on • - - 12566, 12774-6 

Passing places, complaint exaggerated 
and four new made wit hin last five 

3rears 32785 

Phees traded to. and traffic • - 12419-42 

Pooling arrangements to avoid ruinous 

competition within power of carriers 32639 
Rates : 

Average, before and after rate war 32C92 

on Grain .... 32751-61 

Rate war with Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company, and 
result 12456-64, 12810-28, 32647-51, 
32703-4 

Through booking arrangement with 
Waterford, Limerick and Wes- 
tern, and Waterford and Cen- 


tral Railways - - 32649, 32689-90 

Revenue and expenses, 1905 - - 12086-7 

Silting up 12599 

Time taken from Dublin to Limerick - 32812 
Tolls: 

no Increase last thirteen years, 
many reduced .... 32787 
below Maximum .... 32787 
Published as required by law - • 32787 

Schedule of, 1894 .... 12631 


Traffic : • 

Agricultural ... - 12552-65 

to Carrick-on-Shannon - - 12765-9 

Cattle, given up owing to not being 
profitable - - 1*2607—72. 12S13— 4 

Coal 12469-78, 12696-701, 32738-41.32777, 
32703-7, 32800-3, 32799 

Grain 32751-61 

to Limerick and connection between 
Shannon Navigation and Limerick 
Harbour would be advantageous 

12495-526 

Malt : 

Care needed • ■ • 32778-80 

and Question re effect of en- 
largement of Canal - 12528-35 

Manure 12784-7 

Poiter, loss on, on Shannon and im- 
provement of capacity of Canal 
would not benefit 12442, 12506. 

12523-7, 12798-S03 
Taken down Shannon by steam 
tugs ...... 32811 

Timber ... - 12566, 12660-1 

Tonnage - - - 12812, 12815-T 

Turf for fuel, and improvement of 
Canal for, would probably not 
benefit public ... 12568-77 

no Tunnels ..... -12692—3 

Understanding with Midland Great 

Western Railway, re rates - - 12777-83 

Water supply : 

Condition .... 12759-62 

Generally good, but tonnage reduc- 
tions 12614-20- 

Increased traffic would necessitate 
increased storage - - - 12807-8 

Lost year exceptional - - 32781-3 

Roundwood Eeservoii - - 12S49-53 

Weeds 12703-4 

2 S 
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INDEX ; 


huiex to Queationa. 

Ri'idanec. TOUGH, GEORGE — coni 

Railway Companies’ pooling arrangements 

common 32770 

Watei-forcl, blasting required near - 12645-7 

Reference, J. -4. Hannon - 13427 


I'OWNSEND, PROFESSOR EDWARD, Engineer 
and Secretary of Loutb Corrib Navigation : 

17173-17234, 17268, 17297-S 
.ApjKTtdix (15) 

Canals, question of rating counties for - 17218-20 

CoKKiB, Lough, Levels : 

Mr. Perry’s evidence criticised - - 17208 

Regulation of, and remarks re - 17230-3 


COKBIB, LOtrOH, NaVIOATIOS; 

Boats : 

Description and sizes - 17204-0, 17221-5 
Tonnage .... 17189-01 

Bridges and maintenance 17187, 17213-6, 17297 

Carrying 17207 

Condition and description - - 17183-8 

Cost of works and incidence - - - 17174 

Date of completion .... 17175 
Depth of water . . - - - 17268 

Financial position, tolls and county 
subsidies .... 17192, 17211-6 

Important 17217 

lAJcks, dimensions- - - - 17224-5 

Made under Act of Parliament - - 17229 

Management, and success of system 17177-81 
Returns never asked for by Board of 

Trade 17175 

Services 17201-3 

Statement of receipts and expenditure 

handed in- • 17210 

Traffic, natui’e and amount of 17 193-200, 17220-S 
Trustees only, not carrieis • - 17208-9 

Evidence referred to, J. Perry - • • 17243 


Trade ; 

Causes operating against, with England, 

J. A. F. Aspinall 20416 

Development hindered by meagre character 
of Canal facilities and exorbitant Railway 

ra'es, Earl of Erne 10508 

Traffic, increase not anticipated, and transit 
facilities in excess of - 21169-71, 21185, 21220-3 

Tralee and Fenit Pier and Harboui- Commissioufi's, 
Railway representation, Q. de B. Ball • • 17033 


Transit : 

Cheap internal, great need for, and more so 
than in England, Xoiijr - - 15181-3 

Importance of, as element essential to success 
of agriculture. Sir H. G. Plwikett • 13986-94 

Regularity ot service important. Sir H. G. 

Plunkett 14033 

Services, non-application of Agriculture and 
Technical Department Endowment Pimd 
to, owing to limited resources, Sir H. 0. 

Plunkett 13985 

Ti-anaactiona of the Institution of Givil Engineers of 
Ireland, Vol. VI., extract re Navigation of the 

Nore 14536 

Treasury, grant towards Ulster Canal, TF. R. Rea - 1540S 

Trench, Professor, steamere put on Lough Corrib 
Navigation by, J. Perry - - - 17254, 17263 

Tuite, James, and reference, T. F. Nooney - . - 13931 
Tullamore = 

Bridges over Grand Canal, obstacles to road 
traffic and alteration needed, H. Egan 13050, 

13159 

Canal rate on malt and grain to James Street 
harbour and river. Dublin, and Rathangan, 

S.Egan - 13079-88, 13086. 1.3089-93, 13187-8 

“ Chop ” carried from, by Grasid Canal, 


S- Egan 13119 

Connection between Grand Canal and Rail- 
way at, needed, D. Sherlock - - 21730-9 

Crane of Grand Canal at, D. Sherlock • - 21729 

Grand Canal dock closed, G. TokjA - . 12632 


TuUamore-c‘»'<- 


^wsKonj. 


Harbour, Grand Canal, complaint re, M 

Goodbody ] 

Junction of Canal and Railway, Sir H. G. 

Plunkett ^ 

Railway and Canal rates on leather from 
Limerick, B. J. Long .... 
Traffic on Grand Canal referred to, C. H. 
Bingham 


17470 

U019 

15171 

13540 


Turf, traffic on Grand Cana!, 0. Tough, Sir H. 

G. Plunkett 12568-77, 14040 

Turnips and mangolds, Railway and Canal rates, 

IF. F. de F. Kane 


Tynan : 

Light Railway, see Nowry, Keady & Tynan 
Light Railway. 

Proposed Railway to Newry, opinion j-c, S, 

<?reer - . . . . 21706-10,21713-6 


Tyrone ! 

Coal output I403g 

County Council. : 

Evidence on behalf of, see G unni ng. 
Moore, J. B., and McMenamin, 
Patrick - - 16012-110, 16208-16282 

Three Trustees of Upper Bann Board of 
Ti'usfcees nominated by, J. B. Gunning- 

Moore 16O20 

Joint control of Upper Bann successful, J. 

B. Qunning-Moore 16070 

Served by Strabaue Canal, R. Smyth - - 1C529 

Tyi’ono Navigation, see Coalisland Canal. 

Ulster : 

Dairying industry, increase of co-operative 
methods. Sir H. C. Plnnhett • • 14087-S 

Improvement of Lower Bann would benefit, 

J. McNally ...... 13653 

W'xter communication with .ithlono and Lough 
Derg would be beneficial, J. McNally 15630-1 

trister Canal: 

Accounts kept separate from those of Lagan 

Canal, IF. R. Rea 15530 

Amalgamation with certain other waterways 
and State control advocated, J. Smith, 16880-2 

Beneficial effect on Railway rates, G. A. 

Stevenson 216, 255-6 

Benefit to farmers and ti-aders of district, IF. 

R. Rea ■ ■ - - 15426-8, 15445-51 

Boats : 

Dimensions and draught, IF. R. Rea 16832-3, 

16837 

Increased tonnage advocated, TF. R. 

Glouf - 16734-40, 16789-92, 16820-30 

Opinion re size, F. L. Heyn - - 15892-3 

Tonnage, IF. F. de V. Kane, IF. M. Glow 

15919-21, 16737 

Carried out by private Company under 

spei'dal Act, O. .4. Slewnson - . - 141 

Camera and lighters, TF. if. Rea • 15503, 15547-50 
Clones to Lough Erne ; 

Closed, Q. A. Stevenson, J. McNally 

14924, 16625 

Length of, and unuavigable for about 
twenty years, J. Smith • • 16851-2 

Opening up of, important, J. Smith 

Closed from 1866-73 for repairs, H. Plewa 21083 
imder Coiomissionei's of Public Works in 
Ireland before 1888, and worked at a loss 
with practically no traflSc, IF. if. Rea 15389-91 
Completion of Bailrnamore and BallyconneU 
Canal would lienefit, J. McNally - ■ 

Condition, G. A. Stevenson, TF. R. Rea, G. A. 

Stevenson, E. Greer 204-7, 14923, 15540-6, ^l®^ 
Constructed since 1831. 0. A. Stevenson • 
Continuance of, with improvements ad- 
vocated, W. R. Rea - 16507-9, 15513. 16515 

Conti-ol by Lagan Navigation Company, pro- 
ceedings and opinion re, 0. A. Stevenson, 

J. MMy . - - . 279-SO, lS6i> 
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Questions. 

ter Canal -conr. 

Date* of authorisatioa and completion, H. 

Plews 21078 

Deepening, and widening and alteration of 
draught needed, and suggested size of locks, 

J. Corr 16120-2 

Depth, TF. R. Rea 15510 

Difierence of gauge to Lagan Canal a 
hindrance to traffic, W. R. Rea ■ 15i06-506 

Disadrantage and lack of regular service, 

IF. F. de V. Kane 15941 

Disposal of, recommended by Lord Monck’s 
Commission, but not agreed with, Earl oj 
Erne ...... 16461—4 

Enlargement needed, J. B. Gnnning-Moore 16057 

Estimated cost and advance.?, H. Pletoa • • 21079 

Extent of, and towns served by, Jl/. P. 

O'Brien, W. R. Rea, H. Pleies 13204, 15386-S, 
21078 

Fostering of tillage in districts served by, 
would increase traffic, R. B. Fair - ■ 15590 

Further expenditure on, not advocated, H. 

Plews 21178 

Horse towage only method of propulsion, 

Q. A. Stevenson 214 

History, G. A. Stevenson . - - . 203 

Importance, condition of, etc., Sir H. C. 

Plunkett 14074-6 

Impeovumests : 

Advocated, F. L. Heyn, Earl of Erne, E. 

Greer 15812-3, 16426-30, 16466-9, 16474-7, 
21711 

Benefits expected, Earl of Erne 16404, 16512-4 
Needed, J. Smith - 16854-8 

Needed, and question of return on out- 
lay, IF. M. CloxD ■ ■ ■ 16795-807 

Information re, to be found in Lord Monck’s 
Report, on the Inland Navigation Commis- 
sionollS85, 0. A. Slevexison • • - 14921 

Lagan Navigation Company’s proceedings re, 
since 1888, lose to, and proceedings with 
Board of Works, etc., and redress suggested, 

IF. Jf. Rea 15416-53, 15403-4, 15510, 15531 


Line to Clones followed by Railway, Sir B. C. 

Plunkett 14023 

Local contributions probable, IF. F. de V. 

Kane ' ■ 15926-7 

Locks : 

Condition, Earl of Erne - - - 16430 

Dimensions, G. A. Stevenson ■ ■ 202 

Enlargement, opinion re, J. Smith lOSOf'-C, 

168G8 

Improvement, estimate, J. McNally 15693-6, 

15704-5 


Number, and alteration question, IF. 

R. Rea 15372-7 

Reconstruction of, advocated, F. L. 

Reyn 16887-90 

Should be same size as those of Lagan 
Canal, Earl of Erne, IF. If. Clow 
16429, 16720-2. 16741-2, 16745-7, 16776-8, 
16787-8, 16795-6 
Size and opinion re, IF. F. de V. Kane - 15913 
Loss on, to Lagan Navigation Company, IF. 

R Rea, B. Plews 16469-74, 15480, 21159, 21244-7 
Maximum load, G. A. Stevenson - • - 213 

Mechanical haulage needed, J. Smith ■ 16860-2, 

16838, 16894-7 

More regular and faster service needed, J. 

Smith — 16789, 16869-62, 16886-8, 16892-9 
Narrow gauge an obstacle to full benefit 

from, /. 21cNally 16619 

National control advocated, J. Smith • 16860-70 

in Neglected condition, J. Smith - - 16850 

Newry traffic, formerly and decline, E. Greer 

21666-79 

Paying load practically imporaible, G. A. 

iVeticnso7i 192 

Proceedings re acquisition by Lagan Naviga- 
tion Company, IF. R. Rea ■ 15392-414, 16521-9 

Proposed Railway between Newry and Tynan 
would injure, E. Greet' ... 21708—10 

Question re value of connection with Shannon 
; to Grand Canal, G. Tough . - - - 12663 


Questions. Index to 

^Bter Canal — oont, Evidence. 

Rates, and comparison with Groat Northern 

Railway, J. Smith - - 16871-7, 168S9-91 

Reasons for non-success, G. .4. Stevenson - 209-15 
Receipts and expenditure, five years ending 
March, 1880, loss on, sale recommended 
and proceedings re, H. Plews - - 21085-93 

Report of Joint Committee of Fermanagh 
County and Enniskillen Urban. District 
Councils - 16398 

Reservoir, Earl of Erne .... 16928 
Revenue from tolls, increase since 1888, and 
subsequent decline and reason, TF. R. Rea 

15454-64 

Reversion to Commissioners of Public Works, 

condition of, and expenditure on, H. Plews 21082-3 
Scheme of Lough Erne Drainage Board for 
connection of entrance with that of Ballina- 
more Canal, J. McNally • - • 15622-4 

Shallowness of water an obstacle to full 
benefit from, and depth should be same as 
riiat of Lagan Canal, J. -IfcNoMy - 15619-20 

Steamer on, history of proceechngs, Earl 

of Erne 16399 

Storage accommodation needed at Belfast, J. 

Sxnith ....... 10899 

Taken over by Lagan Navigation Company 

from Boai-d of Works, 1888, IF. R. Rea ■ 15375 
Taken possession of by Exchequer Loan Com- 
missioners, 1851, and lease of, IT'. Pleics 21030-2 
Tolls, R. IF. J?ca .... 13349-30 

Two horses required to tow a boat, owing to 

constroction of Canal, TF. R. Rea • 13341-6 

Traffic s 

Agricultural, J. Corr - • • 16142-9 

Coal, TF. R. Rea I546S 

Decline of, to Clones, owing to slowness, 

J. Smith 16885-7 

Development question, O. A. Stevenson, 

W. F. de 7. Kane. W. M- Clow 

208, 15943, 15948, 16731-40, 16817-8 
Dispaiity between inward and outward, 
and attempted development of out- 
ward, IT. R. Rea - ■ - 15466-7 

Effect of Railway competition, TF. R. Rea 

15659-71, 15578 

Full use not made of, and development 
e.vpected with improvements, J. Smith 

16878-9 

Grain, E. B. Fair ■ - • 15597, 15612-3 

Grass-seed, F. TF. Pollock - 16925, 16934 

Insignificance of, after ,1873, Bf. PlejfS - 21085 
Nature of, TF. F. de V. Kane - 15931—4 

Question re, above Clones, TF. R. Rec 15516-20 
Scarcity of, no prospects, and drainage 
and conversion into grass land, sug- 
gested, H. Plews - 21104-24, 21250-63 

Statistics, year ending March 31st, 1900, 

TF. R. Rea - - 15416-7, 15562,21300-2 

Tonnage, G. .4. Stevenson - - • 2S2 

Transfer to L^an Navigation, A. Q. 

Stevenson 150-1 

Transhipment not actually necessary 
with L^an Navigation, G. .4. Steven- 
son 217 

Water Sttply : 

Defects and suggested improvement, 

TF. F. de 7. Kane - ■ ■ 15914-8 

Difficulty, G. A. Stevenson - - - 280 

Improvement : 

Needed, F. L. Heyn, J. Smith - 15896, 

16868, 16892-3 
Su gg estions. J. Smith - 16868 

Would be sufficient with few improve- 
ments, J. McNally - - - - 15C21 

References, G. -4. .Stevenson, J. B. Gunning- 

Moore 158, 16027 

Ulster Fireclay Works, refei-enee, J. McNaUy • 15059 
Ulster Navigation Company, control by Lagan 
Navigation injurious to Lagan Navigation 
owing to loss on, Sir H. G. Plankett - - - 4673 

Ulster Steamship Company, F. L. Eeyn ■ ■ 15803 

“ Undertakers ” and Commissioners • appointed, 

1715, powers and duties of, G. A. Stevenson - 111 
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Qui^iffns. 

United States of America : 

Canal system, TT. Field .... 13433 
Head line steamers to, F. L. Heyn - 13804-5 

Vicarstown, toll on grain to Rathangan, by Grand 
Canal, B. Egan 13096-100 

Vice-Eeffal Commission on Arterial Drainage 
in' Ireland; 

C3iairman, see Binnie, Sir Alexander . 21432-643 

Information re appointment, etc.. Sir A. 

Binnie .... 21527-9, 21635-41 

Reference, Earl of Erne .... 16414 
Victoria Bar. deposit of mud in, and suggestion 
re dredging, J. Barton - - . 17334-8 

Victoria Lock; 

Reason for size of, 0. A. Stevenson - 14896-7 

Size and tonnage of boats possible throngb, 

J. Barton. .... 17315-6, 17323 

Yillierstown ; 

Deep water on Blackwater at, J. 5/anZc// • 25867 
Deepening river from Cappoquin to, esti- 
mated cost in 1879, C. P. Carrdl - - 26088 

Quay at, estimated cost of making suitable 
for a steamer to come alongside C. P. 

Carroll 26088 

Survey made in 1905, of River Blackwater 
between Cappoquin and, C. P. Coirdl 

26080^, 26092 

Virginia, traffic expected to, if Boyne and Shannon 
Navigatioi’swere connected, G. de B. Ball 16993, 17066 
■Waldron, Laurence A., M.P., report on visit to 

Kilkenny 14636 

Wales, coal, prices paid by certain Railway com- 
panies, .4. ir..5Aflw, R. Morrismi ■ 14386, 21398-404 


WALLACE. WILLLAM : . . . . 17304-17508 

Grand Canal : 

Could be more used and State ownership 
and control advocated - • . 17504 

Reason for small number of bye-traders 17607-8 
Royal Canal : 

Could be more used and State ownership 
and control advocated - - . 17504 

Diversion of coal traffic to Railwaj^ com- 
plained of 17505 

Wandeaford, Mr., reference, A. M. Bui-den - . 14673 

Ward, Hon. Hugh, reference, J. Smith • - 16864 

Waringstown, traffic on Li^an Canal, decline of, 

21682-93 

Watkins, reference, IF. Field .... 13431 


Waterford : 

Barges owned in. statistics re, J. E. Grubb ■ 13808 
Barges more ndvant>ge than Railvay for 
grain traffic into sl i.is, T. P. Morrissey 13696-8 
Blasting required near, 0. Tough • ■ 12646-7 

Boats plying between Clonmel and, J. Phelan 26247 
Bridge Commission, 1903, statistics of traffic 
on Suir Navigation as given before, J. E. 

CtnM - . . . . . 13805^ jjjjj 

Canal from Kilkenny to luistiogue would give 
Kilkenny connection with (Report of mem- 
bersof Royal Commission), A. M. Burden 14536, 
14672 

Canal and Railway charges compared, T. P. 

Morrissey ' i 

Camck-on-Suir Ship Canal used by all boats 
from Clonmel, J. E. Grubb - . . 13727 

Coal traffic to Carlow, difficulties made by 
Grand Canal Company, result and parti- 
culars re rates, J. Baugkton 32578-88, 32626 
^ 32627-36, 32610 

Connection between Grand Canal and the sea 

at, B. Egan 13054 

no Contribution towards Sui;- River, E. A. 

Hacketi •••... 14307-9 

Contribution towards cost of improvement 
to River Blackwater imlikely, and reason, 

B. C. V. Stuart ..... 26937 


■Waterford-foii'. 

to Dublm, served by Railway and Canal Sir 
B. C. Plunkett ■ . . . ’ _ 

no Free bridge at present, T. P. Morrissey 

13634, 13G94-- 

Navigation to Clonmel, see Suir River Navi- ^ 
gation. 

Probable increase of traffic after improve- 
ment of Suir Navigation, T. P. Morrissey 13674-ft 
Proposed rate to Kill^nny via new Canal P 

' 'u751-3 

Railway to Lisihore : 

Amalgaraatocl with Great Southern and 
Western Railway, J. Stanley - 25916-* 

Continuation of Waterford, Dungarvan 
and Lismote Railway, J. Stanley ■ 25915 
Railway guarantee, H. C. V. Stuart 20937-8, 26935-9 
Railway rates to and from. Captain Ciiffe 10373-4 
Railway rates to Clonmel and Carrick-on- 
Suirlow, J. E. Grubb - . . I3799-8OQ 

Rato on timber from Clonmel on Suir, J. E. 

Grubb 

Rates from, J. Phelan - • . . v>§ 3 qj 

Sea traffic between Belfast and Limerick via, 

A. W. Shaw 143C1, 14353 

Suir Steam Navigation Company, carriers to, 

J. E. Grubb I3713 

Tolls on Suir between Carrick-on-Suir and, 

J. E. Grubb 13854-7 

Tonnage on boats to Carrick-on-Suir, E. A. 

Hacketi 14238 

Traded with by Grand Canal, 0. Tough 12434-42 

Traffic to, on Suir Navigation and Railway, 

G. Tough - - - 12488-9L 12501-5 

Two companies trading between Clonmel aud, 
and question re advantage of different 
system, T. P. Morrissey - - - 13607-lT 

Waterford and Central Ireland Railway; 
Amalgamation with Great Southern and 
Western Railway, Grand Canal not used 
by Kilkenny since, Cn^rfom Cuffe • 14543-7 

Through booking arrangement with Grand 
Canal Company, G. Tough - 32649, 32689-90 

Waterford County: 

no Contribution towards Suir River, E. A. 

Hachett 14234, 14307-9 

County Cotjncxl : 

Bearing of expense of improvement to 
River Blackwater, question re, J. 
Stanley, M. Kenny • - - 26057-61 

Membera, H. C. V. Stuart - • 2693T 

Proper authority for carrying out im- 
provements to River Blackwater, but 
barony rate would bo iioa\-y, B. C. V. 

Stuart 26976-84 

Quay on Blackwater l>uilt by, C. P. 

Carroll 26093-5 

Question of talcing over River Bh-ick- 
water for benefit of county luis not yet 
been brought before, J. Stanley, M. 

Kenny ..... 26010-11 

Suir Navigation, of importance to, T. P. 
Morrissey 13603 

Waterford, Dimgarvon and Lismore Railway; 
Amalgamated witli Great Southern and 
Western Railway, J. Stanley • - 25916-7 

Guarantee on county of Waterford, B. C. 

V. Stuart 26985-9 

Profit, question re, J. Stanley • - 25960-1 

Railway from Waterford to Lismore, a con- 
tinuation of, J. Stanley - - - - 25915 


Waterford and Limerick Railway : 

Payment for coal, A. TF. 5/iaui - - • 1^86 

Proposed amalgamation with Great Southern 
and Western Railway, e.xteusioii desiivd at 
time of, .4. IF. Shaw - - 14423, 14463 

Through hooking arrangements with Grand 
Canal Company, .4. W. Shaw, G. Tough 

14521-7, 32649, 32689-90 
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Qwsticms. 

Wftttle Bridge, no traffic on Ulster Canal to Clones 
and improvement advocated, Earl of Erne 16404, 
16426-8. 16468-9 

Wellesley Bridge (Sarsfleld Bridge) : 

Position, B. V. Moromj .... 15003 
Scheme for half tide dock at, and portion of 
former scheme carri^ out, and question, 
of local contribution, H. V. Morony 15009-57, 
15064-6, 15072-4, 15089-90, 16092-7, 16108-56 


Westmeath : 

Cattle sent to Liverpool uta Drogheda, J. A.F. 

AsyinaU 20462-3 

County Council, members nominated by, on 
Ro^ Canal Board of Control, T. F. 

Morany 13906 

Drogheda foi-merly natural outlet for tialfic 
to and from, (7. de B. Ball • • - 16971 

Population decrease, J. TaUow - - • 12076 

Population served by Royal Canal, ir. P. 

O’Neill 12285 

Wexford ; 

Coasting sei-vice approved by some people 

in. 0. de B. Ball 17029 

Through traffic to Boyne Canal, P. J. Mac- 

Quillan 26340 

Wheat, see wnder Grain. 

White, Mr., member of Board of Control, 1878, 
mid disqualification, Q. A. Stevenson • • 14846 

Wicklow, coasting service approved by some people 

in, G. ie B. Ball 17029 

Woodford Canal, see BaOinamore and Ballyoonnell 
Canal. 


Wool Traffic : 

from Drogheda to Liverpool, J. A. F. Aspinall 20408 
on River Suir, J. Phelan - - 26261, 26267 

Wyndfiam, Rt. Hon. George, reference, Sir S. 0. 

Plunkett 14171 

Yorkshire coal, price paid by Hortti Eastern Rail- 
way Company, if. Morrison .... 21398 


Youghal ; 

Biggest vessel entering, C. P. Carroll - - 26132 

Boat on canal from Cappoquin to Lismore 
belonging to merchants in, J. Stanley • 26898 
Canal to Cappoquin, see Blackwator River. 

Clyde Steamship Compmy do not trade, G. 

P. OairoU 26120 

Coal, chief import, C. P. Carroll - 26111, 26119 

Comparison with Dungarvan, O. P. Carrdl 26136 
Deep water thirteen miles above, J. Stanley 25868 
Distwioe from Cappoquin, H. C. V. Stuart 26952 


Earthenware export goes principally by 
C. P. GarroU . . . - 

Export of timber, G. P. Carroll - 
a Pishing port, C. P. GarroU 
Geographical position, 0. P. Carroll 


rail, 

- 26131 
26121-2 

- 26134 
20109-10 


Youghal— Ko;>t. 
Harbour : 


Questions. Index fu 
Eaidence. 


All vessels passing up river pass through 
jurisdiction of, C. P. Oarroll - . 26159 

Board : 

Attitude towards improvement of 
River Blackwater, question re, 

C. P. Carroll - - - 20108-77 

Cargo dues, C. P. Carroll - ■ 26174 

Improvement of River Elaokwater 

by, question re, C. P. Carroll 26153-5 
Interest in dredging River Black, 
water, question respecting, C. P. 

Oarroll .... 26129-30 

Jurisdiction, J. Stanley, C. P. Carroll 

26008, 26123, 26160-7 
Profit to, if merchandise were dis. 

charged in their port, 0. P. Carrol? 26173 
Revenue from charges on coal ton. 
nage, question re raising, C. P. 

Carroll .... 26185-7 

Survey of River Blackwater in 1879 
at request of, C. P. Carroll • ■ 260S7 

Toll on vessels passing to Cappo- 
qnin, question respecting, S. C. 

F. Stuart • ■ ■ 26970-2 

Towns up river have no voice on, 

C. P. CarroM .... 26172 
Commissioners : 

do not Dredge, C. P. Carroll • 26126-8 

Survey mode of River Blackwater 
by request of, C. P. Carroll - 26081 
Harbour master under the Commis- 
sioners, see C. P. CaiToll - . 26076-223 

an Open tidal harbour, C. P. Corrofi • 26137 
Toll charged on vessels passing up river, 

C. P. Carroll .... 26160-1 

Vessels passing to Cappoquin simply 
anchor at, C. P. Carrdl - 26148-9, 26152 

Imports, nature, C. P. Carroll - - 26117-8 

Lighthouse under Board of Irish Lights, C. P. 

CarroU 26160 

Navigation to Cappoquin disturbed by shoals, 

C. P. Oarroll 26175 

Quays, C. P. Carroll - - - 26138, 26166 

Railway a mile and a half from the quay, 

C. P. Carroll ' 26157-8 

Range of tide, 0, P. Carroll - 26141, 26143 

Sea oommenoes at, F. A. Currey • - - 26243 

Ships can lay along quays, C. P. Carroll - 26139 

Size of vessels able to enter, C. P. CarroU - 26133 

no Steamer plying from, hut occasional small 

steamers discharge at, C. P. CflwoH • 26116-7 

TR.<ijnc : 

Coal, class of vessel carrying, C. P. 

Carroll 26112-5 

Tonnage. C. P. Carroil - - - - 26111 

Vessels ; 

on Blackwater have to pass through, 

0. P. Carroll 26146 

passing through to Cappoquin pay duM, 

C. P. Carroll .... 26146-52 
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appendices to evidence concerning the canals 

AND INLAND NAVIGATIONS OF IRELAND. 


Appendix No. 1 of Volume II. appenA's at page 6. 


APPEiroiX No. 2. 

Reprinted from Volume I., Part II. (Appendices, page 7). 


Handed in by Mr. GEOKGE A. STEVENSON. M.V.O.. CornuussioHer of Public Ireland. 

21ST March, 1906. 

STATEMENT No 1. 




)end\9- 

To. t. 


Mr. Geo. A. 
Stevenson, 
M.V.O., 
Commissioner 
(,f Public 
WorJts. 
Ireland. 

SiateTnent 
No. 1. 


(See Question 140.) 


FlTZGEILLLr, K.C.) AS TO THE POWERS OF THE BoaED OF WORKS, 

THE Canals and Inland Navigations in Ireland. 


Copy OF Counsel’s Opinion (Mr. Vesey 
Ireland, with respect to 

The Act 40 Geo. III. c. 51 Ireland granted £500,000 
for promoting Inland Nawgation in Ireland, aspecially 
communication between Dublin and the Shannon, and 
rendering the Shannon navigable from Longb Allen to 
the sea. 

Section 1 enabled the Lord-ldeutenant to appoint five 
directors of Inland Navigation in Ireland. 

Their functions were to be directors of all works 
relating to Inland Navigation in Ireland, or for the 
improvement of the Port and Harbour of Dublin. 

The greater part of this Act ba.s been repealed — see 
Cullman’s Irish Statutes. 

The material subsisting provisions are as follows : — 

S. 10. No public money shall be given in aid of a 
canal or to improve tiie Port of Dublin, unless a scheme 
has l»en approved by the Directors, the T.ord-Lieutenant 
and the Treasury. 

S. 11. Proposals for contemplated works with a 
description of them are to be laid before the Directors, 
and notices are to be published in the Dublin Gasette and 
local newspapers. 

S. 12. Estunatss are to be annexe I to the proposals 
with an account of any local subscription, and_ the jiro- 
posals, etc., are to be submitted to ^e Lord-Lieutenant 
and the Treasury. 

S. 13 and 14. Undertakers may apply to be incorpor- 
ated by Charter, the proposed provisions of which are 
to he submitted to the Directors, and reported on by 
them to the Lord-Lieutenant and Treasury. 

S. 15. When incorporated they may make Bye-laws. 

S. 16. The new coiporatdons were empowered to take 
over the existing powers of companies which they 
superseded of acquiring lands and watera, and (S. 17) to 
purchase lands for extraordinary purposes, and (S. 18) 
to levj' tonnage dues as limited by the Act. 

S. 22. The Directors had power to contract jointly 
with any corporation or pei-son for (a) the execution of 
any work, (6) the acquisition of lands necessary for 
navigation, (c) for the purcha.se of existing toll.s and 
canals. 

S.26. No canal shall interfere withanother canal, except 
with the sanction of the Directors approved by the Lord- 
Lieutenamt and Treasury, and subject to an appeal to 
the Lord-Lieutenant in Council. 

S.S. 27 and 28. Vested all navigations can-ied out 
solely by public money in the Directors. These sections 
are repealed, but the next two sections which are 
dependent on these remain on the statute book. 


S. 29. Vesta the powers of trustees of “such 
navigation" in the Directors with power to regulate 
tolls, and employ officers at salaries to be paid out of 
the tolls, ancT S. 30 gives power to appoint unsalaried 
local superinteudeuts. 

As no such navigation is now vested in the Coiniuis- 
sioners (except the Shannon Navigation, which is 
regulated by later special Acts) these sections are 
oraolete 

This Act was amended by the 56 Geo. III. c. 55 which 
empowered (S.S. 1 and 2) the Directors to make and 
euforoe bye-laws for the navigations vested in fAcni— these 
sections though unrei>ealed are obsolete, because there are 
no such navigations. 

8. 7 empowers the Directors and also undertakers 
to fence the canal banks, but so that not more than 
21 feet shall be enclosed between the fence and the water. 
These powers were extensively availed of. 

8. 8. Gives power to survey new navigations, and 
S.S. 14 to 21 give the usual lands clauses powers to 
acquire lands by agreement from persons under disability 
and others. These are subsisting provisions. 

The powers of the Directors of Inland Navimtion 
were transferred to the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Ireland by S. 105 of Public Works Leland Act, 
1831, 1 and 2 Wm. IV., eh. 33. 

I do not see that recent legislation interferes with 
these iio-wers. The power to regulate tolls is oiraolete, 
because no navigation is now vestM in the Commissioners 
of Public Works under the 40 Geo. III. a 61 , consequently 
there is no conflict between their jurisdiction and that of 
the Railway and Canal Commissioners. 

The Shannon Navigation (constructed under 2 and 3 
Vic. c. 31) is vested in the Commissioners of Public 
Works by the Shannon Act, 1874, but not as Directors 
of Inland Navigation, but as statutory transferees of the 
powers of the Shannon Commissioners, and the Railway 
and Canal Commissioners have power over the tolls 
prescribed by the special Act, aud have exercised 
those powers. 

Several canals and navigations have from time to 
time been executed under special Acts; among these 
may enumerated the navigations of Lough Corrib, 
Lough Erne and Lough Neagh, of the Rivers Foyle, 
Boyne and Suir, the Grand Canal and the Royal Canal, 
but these are regulated by their own Acts, and the 
Directors of Inland Navigation have no jurisdiction 
over diem. 

James F. V. Fitzgebald. 

March 16 th, 1906. 
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Ajjjtendix 

Mr. Geo. .-1 . 
Steveiison. 
.M.V.O., 
Conimiseianer 
nf Fublic 
Works, 
Ireland. 

Statemr-nt 
No. S. 


AFFEIfDIX No. 2— continued. {Reprinted some correctiona). 


STATEMENT No. 2. 


(See Qnestum. 156.) 


Banded in by JUt. G'EOBQE A, STEVENSON, M.V.O., Commissioner of Public Works, Ireland, 
21st March, 1906. Questions 107-289. 


LIST OF INLAND NAVIGATIONS, IRELAND, wrrn short account op bach, Original Cost as orvis 
IN TEE Report op Lord Crichton’s Committee on the Board op Works, 1878 [Cd. 2060] ■ Numbh 
OP Locks and Maximum Size of Boats that can use each Navigation, as given in Board of 
Trade Returns in respect of the Canals and Navigations op the United Kingdom. [Cd 19 1899.] 


INLAND NAVIGATIONS, IRELAND. 


L.Newry Navigation, Canal from Lough Neagh 
(\Vhitecoat Point) to Newry. thence by tidal Manuel to 
Warrenpoint, length 25 miles. Begun by the Com- 
nnsMoners of Inland Navigation under the Act of 1729 ; 
^ded over to a locsal corporation in 1787 ; vested in 
Directors of Inland Navigation in 1800 ; tranafen-ed in 
1829 to the Newry Navigation Company j now under a 
Trust, to whom it was sold under an Act of 1901. 

Original Cost. 

Expended by Directors of In- 
land Navigation prior to 
1812, including £23,326 as £ £ 

a public grant - - - 38,326 

E.xpended by Newry Naviga- 
tion Company ; 

(а) between 1832 and 1842 ; 

Subscribed privately 70,353 

Public Loan - - 4^000 

(б) between 1885 and 1891 : 

Loans - - - 66,000 

167,353 




Ifumbtr of Locks : 14. 

size of Boats tkat can use tie Navigation 
length, 64 ft. 6 in. ; width, 15 ft. 1 in. ; draught, 5 ft. 2 in 
lowest badge, 9 ft. 3 in. 


2. Lagan Navigation, from Belfast to Lough Neagh • 
26 miles ^ Aams. Begun about 1753 by Commissioners 
ot inland Navigation ; handed over to a company in 
1779 ; completed early in 19th century, and now after 
vanoua vicissitudes, held by a company, which, und e r 
6th and 7th \ let cap. 104 pays £300 per annum to the 
Exchequer. In 1880 paid dividend of Ij per cent on 
capital of £80,149. 


Original Cost. 


Expended by Commissioners 
or Inland Navigation - - 43,304 

E^nded by Slarquis of 
Donegal out of private funds 
between 1809 and 1820 - 60,000- 

10^304* 


N^mier of Locks : 27. 

Maximum siae of Boats tkat can use Navigatiim ■ 
ength, 62 ft ; width, 14 ft 6 in. ; draught 6 ft 6ia i 
headway, 6 ft 3 in. 


3 and 4. Lough Neagel Upper and Lower Ban>v 
fromCderaine up to and through Lough Neagh, thence 
^ the Blaekwater River to Blackwatertowa (54 miles). 
Constructed between 1846 and 1869 by the Board ot 
Works in connection with Arterial IJrainage Works and 
transferred to Trustees. 

Original Cost. 

£ £ 

Expended by Loan - - - 37,097 

„ „ Grant - • - 69,078 

10^175 

Number of Locks : 5. (There are no locks on Upper 
Bann.) 

Mcunmuoii size of Boats that can use Navigation-. 
length, 110 ft. ; width, 18 ft. 6 in . ; draughty 6 ft 


Lough Neagh (Upper and Lo-wrr Bann)— contmwed. 

Receipts and Expenditure for 12 months preceding 31st March, 1906. (Local Taxation, Ireland, Return, 
1908 [Cd. 2896].) 



Reoeipts. 

Expenditure. 


From 

County 

Rates. 

Tolls. 

Other 

Receipts. 

Total 

Receipts in 
the Year. 

Works. 

Salaries 

and 

incidentals. 

Total. 

Lowct Bann - 
Upper Bann - 

£ 

1,000 

600 

£ 

35 

203 

£ 

17 

134 

£ 

1,052 

837 

£ 

600 

597 

£ 

500 

193 

£ 

1,100 

790 

Totaxs - j 

1,500 

238 

151 

1,889 

1,197 

693 

1,890 


* Corrected: see Volume I.. Part II., Appendices, page 8. 
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APPENDIX No. 2 — co«<i»?ierf. (Reprinted,) 


STATEMENT No. ^continued. 


Mr. Geo. A. 

Slevenion, 

R tVroni; Navigation, iDvanches off Blackwater In the year 1831 the Board of Works took over from „ 

River about three miles from Lough Neagh and teradn- the Directors of Inland Navigation the Upper Shan- ”t»rtmwsionei- 
tps at Coalisland, Co. Tyrone, 4 miles 40 chains. Begun non Works, including the canal from Battlebridge to 

hr Commissioners of Inland Navigation under Act of Lough Allen, and also the nianaMment of Lough Derg. Ireland 

1-29- transferred to a local corporation 1787 ; to the Between these two sections the Grand Canal Companv ' 

Directors of Inland Navigation in 1800, from whom it bad possession of the Middle Shannon, and below Lough statement 

^«ed to the Commissionei-a of Public Works in 1831, Derg the Limerick Navigation Company owned the 2\’o. S. 

Md finally was transferred to the Lagan Navigation combined river and canal navigation to Limerick. 

(lomnany in 1888 The Lot^h Allen Canal was described as narrow and 

oSamlCoa-. ^31,417.- aome.vliat imperiect. Below it the Shannon to Tarmon- 

It .7.. . -r oir,„Kih.v batry aod thc Boylc watsi' Were obstTucted by numeFous 

{fiimher of LixKi ■ 1 ■; _ shoals; at Drumsna and Kooskey a narrow canal and 

ilaximnin stre of Boats that can im A avif/atian ; locks gave passage to small craft, 
length, 62 ft. ; width, 14 ft. 6 in. ; draught, 5 ft. ; - ® ^ f’ • — . 

headway, 6 ft. 


From Tarmon&irry to Killaloe considerable works had 
been carried out, including locks and side cuts to avoid 
natuial and artificial obstructions. 

Between Killaloe and Limerick there were two sections 
of canal with 16 locks. 

In 1839 the Shannon Commission was appointed 
and obtained the entire control of the river by buying 

luu..— j — . . Th 1 JTTT* the Limerick Navigation Company on the Lower 

Loan Commissioners lent £l20,p00 Board of Works Shannon, and taking over from the Grand Canal Com- 
fl0,000. Former took possession in 1851 and leased pany for a nominal consideration its unremunerative 
canal to Mr. pargan, subsequently to the Dundalk section of the lliddle Shannon, and from the Board of 
Steam Navigation Company,^ whose^^le^e ^pired m Works the Upper Shannon. 


6 Ulster Canal from Charlemont, Co. Armagh 
(communicating with Lougli Neagh by River Black- 
Wer) to Upijer Lough Erne at Wattle Bridge, Co. 
Fermanagh; 46 miles long. Constructed W private 
company under Act of 1825, completed 1842. Exchequer 


• the canal was then vested in the CommLssioners 
of Public Works, and in 1888 was transferred to the 
je g a n Navigation Company. 

Orightai Cost. 


Expenditure by Loans 

borne from other 


84,272 * 


294,272 


Sumher of Locks ; 26. 

Maximum she of Boatl that can use Navigation: 
length, 62 ft.; width, 11 ft. 6 in.; di-aught, 5 ft.; 
headway, 6 ft. 


The Shannon Comraissionei-a were not able to make 
any radical alterations at the two extremities of the 
system, but they created a very fine navigation available 
for large steamers betw’eetx KOlaloe and Tamionbariy, 
85 miles, with only two loclm- each 130 ft. by 40 ft. 

On the next section from Tarmonbarry to Leitrim, the 
works were on a smaller scale. Tlie length is 30 miles, 
and tiere are three locks, each 102 ft. by 30 ft. 

In 1846 the powers and duties of the Shannon Com- 
missioners over the entire Navigation were transferred 
to the Commisrioners of Public Works. 


7. Lough Erne Navigation, from Belturbet to 
Belleek; length 62 miles. Constructed between 1881 
and 1890 by tiie Local Drainage Board under the Drain- 
are Ae^ 1863, in connection with Arterial Drainage ^ lg3j_ 

Works. Orig-inal Cost : £2,698. 

Orinnal Cost ; £30,000 of the total expenditure on No Locks. 
the scheme was charged to Navigation. 

No Locks. 


10. The Maigue Navigation, a tidal river from 
Adare, Co. Limerick, to the River Shannon, about 9 
miles long. This was the earliest in Ireland, constructed 
under 2 Geo. I., 1715, transferred to a local corporation 
in 1787 ; vested in Directors of Inland Navigation in 
1800; andfinaUy transferred to Commissioners of Public 


Minimum, Namgation depth : 6 ft. 

8. Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal from 
Latrim on the Shannon to Woodford River, Lough 
Eraa 40 mUea Constructed between 1845 and 1859 by 
the Commissioners of Public Works in connwtion with 
ArteriM Drainage Works, and transferred in 1860 to 
Trustees. 

OHaiiml Cost. 

£ £ 

Expended by Loan - - .30,000 

„ „ Grant - - 198,652 

228,652 

Not now used for Navigation. 


9. Shannon Navigation, from Limerick to the north 
end of Lough Aden (143 miles) with branches to Boyle 
sad Strokestown (15 miles) ; total length 168 miles. 
Original Cost 

(including about £30,000 spent below Limerick). 

Expenditure by Loans - 309,290 

„ „ Grant - 482,448 

„ borne from other 


Number of Locks : 23. 

Maximum size of Boats that can use Navigation from 
to end : length, 66 ft. ; width, 13 ft. ; draught, 
4 ft. 6 in. ; headway 11 ft 6 in. 

pie creation of an inland navigation between Limerick 
Leitrim on the Shannon was primary object of 
we Act of 1715 which initiated canal legislation in 
Ireland ; the scheme was not completed till the year 
1852. 

* CoiTMted : see Volume 1., Part II., Appendices, page 9. 
rigures in Report of 1878 incorrect. 


11. Royal Canal, from Dublin to Richmond Har- 
bour, Co. Longford, length, 95 miles 69 chains. 
Begun 1789 by the Royal Canal Company, which became 
insolvent. In 1814 tfie Royal Canal was vested in the 
Directors of Inland Navigation, and was finished by 
them. It was lm.nded over to a new company in 1822, 
and sold to the Midland Great Western Railway Com- 
pany in 1846. 

Original Cost. 

£ £ 

Expenditure by Free Grants - 359,777 

from other sources 1,062,123 

1,421,900 

Number of Locks ; 47. 

Maximum size of Boats that can use the Canai : 
length 70 ft. ; width, 13 ft. 1 in. ; draught, 4 ft. 6 in. ; 
headway, 10 ft. 

12. Grand Canal, from Dublin to B^Iinaaloe, vrith 
various branches. Total length, 209 miles 14 chains. 
Commenced 1755 by the comraissionera of Inland 
Navigation. In 1772 company was incorporated to 
which the Grand Canal was transferred. Completed 
under the Directors of Inland Navigation. The Grand 
nannl Company become much embarrassed, but in 1813 
it received a large grant of money from Parliament, and 
has continued to manage its business itself. 

Original Cost. £ £ 

Expenditure by Loan - - 10,000 

„ ,, Free Grants - 321,674 

from other sources 806,006 

1,137,680 

Nunibefr of LoidiS : 67. 

Maximum size of Boats that can use the Canal : 
length, 61 ft ; width, 13 ft. 6 in. ; draught, 4 ft. 6 in. ; 
headway, 9 ft. 

13. Barrow Navigation, from Athy to the tidal 
water at St. Mullino, 40 miles 19 chains. Begun 1759 
by the Commissionera of Inland Navigation (Athy to 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE 


Appzndix APPENBIX No. 'i—f.oiainwd. {licpmUed.) 

No. S. 


Mr. Geo. A. 
atemisoH, 
M.V.O., 
Commissioner 
of Public 
Works, 
Ireland. 

f^tniement 
No. i. 


STATEMENT No. 2—coniin%ted. 


Scars) ; handed over to a local corporation in 1787 ; 
company formed 1790 j subsequently amalgamated %vith 
the Grand Canal Company. 

Origiiial Cost. £ £ 

Expenditure by Free Grants - 76,810 

,, from other sources 163,190 

239,000 

N~un}her of Locks : 23. 

Maximun size of Boats that can use the Navi<jatim : 
length, 68 ft. ■, ■width, 13 ft. 4 in. ; draught, 4 ft. ; head- 
way, 8 ft. 


14. Eiver Sum Navigation, Carrick-on-Suir to 
near Waterford, 16§ miles, authorised by the Act 6 & 7 
Will. IV., cap. cx., which constituted a private company 
with capital of £10,000 and borrowing powers of £3,000, 
with the obiect of improving the channel of the river Suir, 
so as to malce it “ navigable for .ships of a large burthen ” 
as far as Carrick-on-Suir, and providing wharves, ware- 
houses, <kc. There are no locks. 


15. Boyne Navigation, Drogheda to Navan, 19 
miles long. The Lower Boyne Navigation (Drogheda to 
Carrickdexter, 12J miles) was begun by Commissioners 
of Inland Navigation prior to 1787, then transferred to 
a local corporation, from them to the Directors of 
Inland Na^gation in 1800, to the Commiasioners of 
Public Works in 1831, and amalgamated with Upiier 
Boyne and handed over to a new company in 1895. 


XJppBa Boyne (6i miles longX date of commencemprr 
not known, apparently after 1787. Since remained iii 
the hands of a private company. “ 

Number of Loefes \ 20. 

Maximum ske of Boats that can me tAe Navioniim ■ 
leng^th, 70 ft. j width, 14 ft. 3 in. ; draught, 4 ft eb - 
headway, 7 ft. ‘ ' 


16 . Foyle Navigation (Strabane Canal) bet™ 
between 1787 and 1800 by Marquess of Abercom from 
Strabane to the ILivev Foyle, 4 miles. ’ 

Number of Locks : 2. 

Ma.ximnm sue of Boats that can use Navigation- 
length, 70 ft. ; width, 16 ft. 6 in. j draught, 5 ft ■ 
headway, 12 ft. 


17. Lough Cohrib, from Galway to Cong, 24 miiej 
I’onstructed by the Board of Works in connection vii 
Ai-teiial Drainage Worlia, and transferred to Trasteea 

Oriijinal Cost. £ £ 

Expenditure by Loan - - - 14,883 

„ „ Grant - - 87,406 

102 ,^ 

Available for vessels of 120 tons burtlien. 


Original Cost. 

£ £ 

Expenditure by Free Grant - 160,000 
„ from other sources 30,677 

190,677 


Nn7i}i)er of Locks : 1. 

She of Lock ; Length, 130 ft. ; width, 20 ft 
DeptJis on Sill : 8 ft. 

Navigation De-pth : 6i ft. 


Lough Corrib Navigation — continued. 

Receipts .4ND Expenditure for 12 months preceding 31st March, 1905. (Local Taxation, Ireland, Return, 1900. 

[Cd. 2896.].) 


Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

From 1 

County Rates. | 

ToUs, 

Other 

Receipts. 

Total Receipts 
in the Year. 

Works. 

Salaries and 
Incidentals. 

Total. 

£ 

1 £ 


£ 



£ 




643 

256 

184 

439 
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APPENDIX No. 1. 


Appendi,}: 
.Vo. 1. 


Sanded in by Mr. JOSEPH TATLOW, Maiveger, Midlatid Great Western Sailteay of Ireland. 
1st October, 1906. 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


ROYAL CANAL. RECEIPTS. 


Mr. Joseph, 
Tatloio, 
Manager, 
Midland 
Great 
Western 
Railway of 
Ireland. 


(Sec Question 12101.) 


During the last five years the receipts from the Canal have been as follows : — 






Year. | 

Tolls and Wharfage. 

Rents. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1901 - - ! 

2,684 

2,594 

5,278 

1902 

2,562 

2,416 

4,978 

1903 

2,166 

2,406 

4,575 

1904 

1 2,477 

2,424 

4,900 

1905 

j 2,304 

2,457 

4,761 


STATEMENT No. 2. 
WORKINO EXPENSES. 


(SVs Question ISlOti.) 


Year. 

Expenditure. 

Excess of Expenditure 
over Revenue. 


£ 

£ 

1901 - 

6,062 

784 

1902 - 

6,049 

1,071 

1903 - 

6,528 

1 1,953 

1904 - 

6,708 

1 1,808 

1905 - 

6,219 

1 1,458 


making a total deficiency for the five years of £7,074, or an average of £1,415 per year, and in addition the Company 
has to pay interest on the Capital of £333,266, say at 4 per cent., £13,410 per annum. 


STATEMENT No. 3. 


{See Question 1211S.) 


List of The Boat 0\vker3 aotj tee Numbee op Boats at present tradhto on the Canal. 


Owner. 

Address. 

No. of Boats. 

C. R. Claridge 

Saw Mills, Exeter 

2 

M. Kirkpatrick - - - - - 

Kileock, Kildare 

1 

North City Mills ... - 

Dublin 

4 

IVai. Lennox ... - - 

Mullingar, Westmeath 

1 

las. Byrne 

Cloghan Mills, Abbey Shrule .... 

1 

Thos. Byrne ..... 

Agher, Enfield 

1 

John Cafeey - . • . 

123, Great Britain Street, Dublin .... 

1 

McGingan & Smith .... 

— 

1 

Patrick Doyle ... - - 

Kilcock, Kildai’e 

2 

Jas. Leech - 

SummerhUl Bridge, Dublin 

2 

Mrs. Kelly 

Kilcock, Kildare 

2 

M'm, Leech ..... 

Killucan, Westmeath 

2 

T. McLoughlin 

Ix)ngford 

1 

Gordon (84 B) 

Grand Canal Boat 

1 

Total 22 


336— n. 2 U 2 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENOE ! 


Appendix 
No. 1. 

Mr. Joseph 
Tatloio, 
Manager, 
Midland 
Great 
I f^estem 
RiiUvM!/ 0 / 
Ireland. 

.Statement 
No. 4 . 


APPENDIX No, \.—confinvcd. 


STATEMENT No. 4. 


TOLLS AND CHAEGES. 


{See Question 1S095.) 


Feom Dublin to 



15 Miles, 
ilaynooth. 

19 Miles, 
Kilcock. 

52 Miles, 1 

Mullingar. 

76 Miles, 
Ballymahon. 

90 Miles, 
Richmond 
Harbour. 

Scheduled 
prior to 
1895. 

.Schedule of 
1895. 

Scheduled 
prior to 
1895. 

Schedule of 
189.5. 

Scheduled 
prior to 
1895. 

Schedule of 
1895. 

Scheduled 
prior to 
1895. 

Schedule of 
1895. 

Scheduled 
prior to 
1896. 

so 

o§ 


s. d. : 

8. d. 

s. d. 1 

s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

3 . cl. 

a. d. 

s. d. 

a i 

Coal - - - - 

1 3 

1 1 

1 7 

1 3 

1 8 

1 8 

1 8 

1 8 

1 8 

I 8 

Timber 

1 3 

1 3 

1 7 

1 7 

4 4 

3 2 

6 3 

3 11 

7 6 ' 

4 5 

Returned Empties - 

1 3 

1 3 

1 7 

1 7 ' 

4 4 

3 2 

6 3 

3 11 

7 6 

4 5 

Grain . _ . 

1 3 

1 3 

1 7 

1 7 

4 4 

3 2 

6 3 

3 11 

7 6 

4 S 

Sand .... 

0 S 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 8 

Gravel 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

Bricks ... 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 . 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

Stones 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 e 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 : 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

Bog Ore - - - 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 : 

0 9 

0 9 

0 9 

General Merchandise 

1 3 

1 3 

1 7 

1 7 

3 9 

3 2 

5 3 

3 11 

5 10 

4 5 


These tolls are based on the classes, according to the Railway General Classification, viz. A_, B., 0., 1, 2, 3, 4 iS i. 
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APPENDIX No. 2. 

Eandcd in hy Mr. W. P. O'lTBILL, M.Iiist.C.E., Enginecf, Midland (treat Weslem Railway of Inlaiid. 
1st Octobue, 10 j6. 

KOYAL CANAL. 

STATEMENT No. 1 . 

{See Qxteetion 12293.) 

List op Stoppages asd BEDuenoss in Depth op Watbe since 1893. 



Mr. W. P. 

O'yeiU, 
M.lmt.CR; 
Engineer, 
Midland 
Qruit 
JVcHern 
Sailmu/ of 
Ireland. 

Statements 
Nos. 1,3(S:S. 


Date. 

— 

Prom 14tli June, 1893 i 

Reduction in depth of water s-e drought. 

From 6th September, 1893 ' 

Reduction in depth of water re drought. 

From 16th September, 1893 i 

Reduction in depth of water re drought. 

From 20tb September, 1893 ' 

Reduction in depth of water re dronght. 

From 12 midnight, 30th June, to 12 midnight, 1 st July, ' 
1894. 

LeTel between 2nd and 3rd locks closed to navigation for 
repairs. 

From 20th August, 1895, to 9th September, 1895 - 

1 Canal between Boyne Dock and 18th lock closed to 
I navigation for repairs owing to breach at Croyboy 

1 tunnel. 

From 10th January, 1903, to 8th March, 1903 

! Level between 25th and 26th locks closed to navigation 
1 for repairs owing to breach at Balb'asna Bog. 

From 23rd October, 1905, to 6th December, 1905 - 

1 Reduction in depth of water re drought. 

From 1st June, 1906, to 30th June, 1906 - - - 

! Spencer Dock closed for repairs. 


STATEMENT No. 2. 


{See Question 13328.) 


List op Breaches which occurred since 1855 in the Eoyal Canal. 


Tear. j 

Number and Situation of Breaches. 

1855 or 1856 - 

One on 36th level 

North side. 

1862 or 1863 - - - ' 

One at Annadruice 

South side. 

1865 

One at Downs Bog 

Summit level maliciously cut. 

1866 

One at Downs Bog - - - - 

South side. 

1876 

Two. One on 36th level (north side) and one 
on 38th level. Both occurred same time. 


1880 

One on Longford Cut level . - - - 

West side. 

1895 

One at Croboy Tnnnel 


1903 

One at Baltrasna Bog ----- 



STATEMENT No. 3. 


{See Qiiestion 1S32S.) 


Table op Maintenance Expenditure op the Royal Canal since 1895. 


Year. 

Expenditure. | 

Year. 

Expenditure. 

Year. 

Expenditure. 

1895 

£ 8. d. 1 

4,471 19 7 

1899 

£ s. d. 

4,011 7 0 

1903 

£ a d. 
4,541 1 8 

1896 

4,743 9 4 

1900 

3,530 4 4 

1904 

4,217 10 0 

1897 

3,857 14 7 

1901 

4,300 6 3 

1905 

4,368 12 6 

1898 

3,842 19 10 

1902 

4,458 12 1 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE 



^}r. Henry 
Erjan, 
Chairman, 
County 
Vounctl, 

Comity. 

Statement 
Eo. 1. 


APPENDIX No. 3. 


Sanded in by Mr. HENEiY EGAN, Chairman, County Council, King's County. 
2nd Octobes, 1906. 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


{See Question 15079.) 


Kates on the Grand Can^vi. por Grain and Mart. 



Vicarstown to Rathangan reduced on remonstrance to Is. 1 u I I 4 
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APPENDIX No. 4. 


Banded in by Ml\ M, P. O’BAIEN, MemlM-, County Council, Kiny's County. 
2nd October, 1906. 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


A^endix 


Mr. M. P 
O'Brkn, 
Member, 
County 
Couueu, 
Khi{fa 
County. 

Statement 
Mo. I. 


{See Question ISIH ei aeq.) 

Comparison of tie rates at which variona classes of merehaadise are carried to Edenderry. 


From Glasgow to Edenderry 
„ Liverpool ,. 

„ Leeds „ 

„ Dublin „ 


Miles. 

By Canal 

By Rail. 


b. d. 

s. d. 

262 

20 10 

15 10 

175 

13 4 

20 0 

273 

26 8 

37 6 

37i 

6 10 

9 2 


Timber. 


From Liverpool to Edenderry 
„ Carlisle „ 

„ Glasgow „ 

„ Dublin II 


37 


12 8 
24 2 
20 10 

4/11 (over 1 ton.) 
5/10 (under 1 ton.) 


Hardware. 

From Birmingham to Edenderry - 
„ Mancheiter „ 

„ Dublin I, 


66 3 
46 8 

6/6 (in casks) 
11/4 (otherwise) 


58 4 
48 4 


Slops. 


From Leeds to Edenderry - 

273 

53 11 ton. 

„ Manchester „ - 

231 

46 3 

,, Dublin „ 

37 

11 4 

Drapery. 



From London to Edenderry 

371 

69 7 

„ Manchester „ 

231 

34 7 

(packages and trades) 



46 3 



(boR^ and cases) 

„ Huddersfield. „ 

— 

49 7 

„ Halifax ,f 

267 

81 3 

„ Bradford „ 

268 

62 11 

„ Nottingham „ 

239 

57 11 

„ Liverpool „ 

175 


„ Dublin „ 

37 

11 4 

Sundries. 



From London to Edenderry (371 miles by raU and 7C& 


69 7 

Long Sea Route.) 

,, Leeds to Edenderry 

273 

52 11 

„ Manchester „ 

231 

46 3 

„ Bradford „ 

268 

62 11 

„ Liverpool „ 

176 

2£ 7 

„ Birminghaan „ 

268 

56 i 

„ Sheffield „ 

268 


1, Nottingham „ 

239 

57 11 

II Aberdeen „ 

670 


1, Dublin „ 

3T 

11 4 


66 0 
48 4 
13 4 

71 8 
48 4 

36 8 

51 .8 
53 4 
55 0 
60 0 
31 8 
13 4 

71 8 

55 0 
48 4 

65 0 
81 6 
58 4 

66 8 
60 0 

72 6 
13 4 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE; 


Af^ondix 

Mr. M. P. 
O'Brien, 
Member, 
County 
Council, 
King's 
County. 

Statement 

No. 


APPENDIX No. ^continued. 


STATEMENT No. 2. 


Sdpplementaey Statement of E\-idence. 


(See (j^iestion 13‘207.) 


The injury inflicted on Ireland by the neglect of the 
waterways can be only properly appreciated when com- 
pared with the policy adopted by the National Govern- 
ments of other countries who have spared no expense in 
providing the cheapest and most serviceable methods for 
the carriage of produce, whilst we are depending on one 
of the most ^tly s^tems of transit known. Germany 
has systemafioally tried to establish a combined network 
of waterways and railways, and has recognised the prac- 
ticability of working both well together, and has spared no 
expense in the matter. Prance, since 1841, has expended 
nearly £100,000,000 on the construction and improvement 
of national waterways, andoontributes £1,200,000 annually 


tor maantenance and sUfi. Belgium’s waterways radiate 
not only through every industrial centre in Belgium Cl 
also connected with Holland, Northern VCC C 
Western Germany. Holland is now caUed “ the land “f 
Waterways.” There are 160 separate lines of sLi 
steamers gomg regularly to every port of Holland andt^ 
the construction of this system of waterways, HoIUd 
dramed her boglands and converted them from wort^ 
WMtes into fertility. The United States, that couutrvrf 
railways, has also been expending money lavishlv on hfr 
waterways. The Canadian Government, we areiaformed 
^ contemplating the cutting of a canal to coimeot Geortto 
Bay with Lake Ontario.. ® 
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APPENDIX No. 5. 


IlaM i,i htj Mr. 0. H. EIHOHAK, Coal SubUn. 

2nd OcTt^BEIi, lltC.lG. 

STATEMENT iV<.. 1. 


(Nee Qucdion 1 ^ 400 .) 


E.\TES by MEECHANDLSE TP.AIN foe coal between Dl'BLIN AND YAKIOC.S TOIVNS. 



Station to station, owner to load 
and rinloatl. 


Station to station, owner to load 
and unload 

Stations. 

In lots 
under 
2 tons. 

In lots 
under 
4 tons 
and not 
less than 
2 tons. 

Jlini- 
nnini 
cliarge 
as for 
4 tons. 

6 ton 
loads, 
ownePs 
risk. 

Stations. 

In lots 
under 
2 tons. 

lu lots 
under 
4 tons 
and not 
ess than 
2 tons. 

.Mini- 
mum 
charge 
as for 
4 tons. 

6 ton 
loads, 
onmer’s 
risk. 

Clonsilla 

Per ton. 
s. d. 

1 8 

Per ton. 
s. d. 

1 8 

Per ton. 
8. d. 

1 8 

Per ton. 
s. d. 

1 6 

Clifden - - - 

Per ton. 
s. d. 
15 10 

Per ton. 
s. d. 
12 8 

Per 

8. 

12 

ton. 

d. 

1 

Per ton. 
8. d. 

9 11 

Dimboyne 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

10 

Multyfarnhain 

7 

7 

6 

5 

6 

0 


Drumree 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

9 

Edgewoi'tbstown - 

6 

6 

7 

1 

6 

7 


Kilmeasan - 

4 

4 

3 

6 

3 

6 

3 

1 

*JAmgt'oi'd 

9 

3 

7 

7 

7 

4 


Trim - 

4 

11 

4 

0 

3 

11 

3 

4 

Newtownforbes - 

9 

8 

7 

10 

7 

7 


Athboy 

5 

6 

1 

7 

4 

5 

3 

8 

Dromotl 

10 

3 

8 

4 

8 

0 


Bective 

4 

7 

3 

0 

3 

9 

3 

2 

Drumsna 

10 

10 

8 

9 

8 

4 


Navan . - - 

f. 

2 

4 

1 

4 

0 

3 

5 

Carrick-on-Shannon 

11 

3 

9 

1 


7 


Gibbstown - 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

3 

3 

7 

Boyle - 

11 

9 

9 


8 

11 

7 4 

IVilkin.stowi 

5 

7 

4 

8 

4 

G 

3 

9 

Ballaghaderreen - 

12 

8 

10 

2 

9 

7 

7 10 

Nobber 

6 

2 

5 

3 

4 

11 

4 

1 

Ballymote - 

12 

7 

10 

1 

9 



‘Kilmainbam Wood 

6 

6 

5 

7 

6 

2 

4 

3 

Collooney - 

12 

7 

10 

1 

9 

6 

7 9 

*Kingscourb - 

7 

0 

5 

11 

5 

8 

4 

8 

Ballysodare - 

12 

7 

10 

1 

9 

6 


Leklip - 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

11 

Sligo - - - 

12 

7 

10 

1 

9 

6 

7 9 

Slaynooth - 

2 

10 

2 

7 

2 

7 

2 

4 

Float - 

8 

3 

6 

10 


jj 


Kilcook 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

9 

BaUywillan - 

8 

9 

7 

2 

6 

9 


Enfield - 

4 

7 

3 

0 

3 

9 

3 

2 

Crossdoney - 

9 

9 

7 

11 

7 

8 

6 3 

Caibury 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

3 

3 

7 

Arva Road - 

10 

0 

8 

■2 



Edenderry - 

5 

7 

4 

8 

4 

6 

3 

9 

Killeshandra' 

10 

4 

8 





Mill of Gown 

6 

€ 

4 

7 

4 

5 

3 

8 

Cavan - 

10 

2 

8 

3 




Killucan 

6 

1 

5 

2 

4 

10 

4 

0 

Knocketoghery - 

10 

7 

8 

6 

8 



*.¥nllingar - 

6 

11 

5 

10 

5 

7 

4 

3 

Roscommon - 

11 

1 






Castletown - 

7 

7 

6 

5 

8 

0 


0 

Donamon 

11 

6 






Streamstown 

8 

0 

6 

8 

6 

3 

5 

2 

Ballynroe 

11 

10 

9 

6 




•Horseleap • 

8 

1 

6 

9 

6 

4 

5 

0 

Castlerea 

12 

9 

9 

9 

ft 



‘Clara - 

8 

1 

6 

9 

6 

4 

5 

0 

Eallinlough - 

12 

6 

10 

0 

9 

6 

7 l> 

lloate - 

8 

6 

7 

1 

6 

7 

3 

5 

Ballyhamiis - 

12 

10 

10 

3 

9 

8 

7 11 

AtLlone 

d 

5 

7 

9 

7 

5 

6 

0 

Ciaremorris - 

13 

5 




9 


Ballinasloe ■ 

10 

9 

8 

8 

6 

3 

Q 

9 

Hollymount - 

13 

10 

11 


10 

5 

S 6 

WoodIaT\Ti - 

11 

6 

0 

3 

8 

9 

7 

2 

Ballinrobe - 

14 



4 




Attymon 

11 

10 

9 

6 

0 

0 

7 

4 

Balia - - - 

13 

10 






Duasandle - 

12 

0 

0 

8 

9 

2 

7 

6 

(Castlebar 

14 

4 






•Lot^hrea 

12 

4 

9 1.1 

9 

4 

7 

8 

Westport 

14 

11 

12 

0 

11 

6 

9 5 

Athenry 

12 

3 

9 

10 

9 

3 

7 

7 

Westport Qxuy - 

15 

1 

12 


11 

7 

9 8 

Oramnore - 

12 

7 

10 

2 

9 

7 

7 

10 

Newport 

15 

5 

12 

4 

11 

10 

9 8 

Galway 

12 

11 

10 

4 

9 

9 

6 

0 

ilallaranny - 

16 

0 

12 

0 

12 

3 

10 0 

MoyouUen - 

13 

5 

10 

0 

10 

1 

8 

3 

Achill - - - 

16 

6 

13 

2 

12 

7 

10 4 

Boss - 

13 

8 

10 

11 

10 

4 

8 

5 

Ballyvary 

14 

4 

11 

6 


1 


Ooghterard - 

13 

11 

11 


10 

6 

8 

7 

Foxford 

14 







ilaam Cross - 

14 

7 

11 


11 

2 

9 

9, 

Ballina - - - 

16 

3 






Becess - 

15 

1 

12 

1 

11 

7 

9 

& 

Killala - - - 

15 




12 


9 10 

Ballynabinch 

15 

4 

12 

3 

11 

9 

9 

8 








Mr C. H. 
Binghnm, 
Coni 

Mcrch'tnt, 
iff 6/in. 


Siatcment 
Xo. I. 
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APPENDIX No. a— continued. 


si:atement No. 2. 


{See Question l-HOO.) 


Goal voe Manuvactuuing Purposes. 


North Wall, M.Q.W., 
and 

Kilmamham Wood 
Kiugscourt - 
Horseleap - 
C]am - 


Coal for 
manufacturing 
purposes. 

- 3s. iier ton 

• 4s. 3cl. „ 

- 4s. 3d. „ 


G ton loads 
owner’s 
risk, 

, station to 
' station, 
owner to 
load and 
unload. 


North Wall, M.G.W., 

ov, nei s risk, station to station 
and owner to load and unload ’ 

Mullingar - ■ 4s. per ton, in 60 ton lou sent 

within 8 days. 

Ditto - - 3s. ed. per ton, in 200 ton lots sent 

within one month, 

Longford - - - 5s. 6d. per ton, in 60 ton lots sent 

within 8 days. 

Louglirea- - - (is. 6d. per ton, in 300 ton lots sent 

within 8 days. 


Quoted subiect to the provisions of the General Railway Claasificiition of Goods and the conditions puhlished in 
the (ilompany's Rate Books. 


APPENDIX No. 6. 


,'iiiliplicd bi/ Mr. J- ERNEST GRTTBB, J.P., Chuirmun, Tipperary County Council {S.B.). 
3rd Octobee, 1906. 

STATEMENT No. 1. 


{See Question la'706.) 


River Siiir Navigation Company incorporated by Act of Parliament, Cth and 7tli William IV., cap. 90 and cap, 
127, for improving and maintaining the navigation of the rdvar Suir and for making and constructing a Ship Canal 
at Carrick-on-Suir {4-th July, 1836). 

The prcauible defines the limits of the Company’s powers to be ‘‘from Granny Ferry” near Waterford “to the 
Old Bridge of Garrick aforesaid.” 

The particular.? of the seagoing craft using the said navigation below Carrick-on-Suir are as below. 


Years ending 
30th April. 

Number of 
ofsteamers trad- 
ing inwards. 

Number of sailers 
trading inwards. 

Registered ton- 
nage inwards. 

Number of 
cargoes 
outwards. 

Number of tens 
burden outward?. 

1901 - 

11 

14* 

3,464 

2 

210 

1902 - 


23* 

2,387 

4 

336 

1903 - 

21 

19* 

3,444 

1 

39 

1904 

12 

3,G41 

2 

186 

1903 - 


11 

3,831 

6 

1,235 

1900 - 

32 

0 

3,404 

0 

0 

Average of six 
years. 

19 

13-1 

3,311'8 

a‘6 ' 

334-1' 


Most of the tonnage carried was coals. The greater proportion of the cargoes were discharged and loaded at Fiddown. 
♦Possibly some of these should be entered ns steamers. 


J/r. J. Ernest 
Grubb, 
Suir Steam 
Navigation 
Com2>finy. 

StatcMent 

i\’a 


River Suir Navigation Company. 
iTolls. 

Net amount of tolls received from sea going craft pursuant to Acts of Parliament, 6th and 7th William IV., cap. 
90, sec. 72 it 6th and 7th William IV., cap. 127, sec. 2. 


.Year ending 30th Apiril. 

Amount. 

j Year ending 30th April. 

Amount. 


£ s. d. 



19U1 . . - . 

13 6 2 

1904 .... 

12 10 6 

1902 

9 3 11 

1906 ... - 

16 15 0 

1903 - - - - 

11 IS 3 

190G .... 

11 9 8 


Above income in addition to income from rents and interest was expended on river navigation maintenance. 
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APPENDIX No. Q— continued. 


STATEMENT No. i. 


(Sec Questions IMS, 1S831, 13S39.) 


Teaffio on River Suie \vest op Waterford. 


A^ejidix 

Mr. J. 
EtnestGrubb, 
Chairman, 
Tip^^e^ry 

County 

Council. 

Statenunts 
Nos. 3 <ti 3. 


Estimate of number of craft engaged in inland navigation only trading on the River Suit west of Waterford and 
estimate of tonnage carried by said ci-aft. 

Total number of barges belonging to Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel and intermediate places 

about 

Their tonnage varies from 30 to 00 tons, average tonnage about 40 

The number of above barges which trtwle only to Clonmel is about 20 

Tons. 

Amount of tonnage carried yearly between Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir and intermediate places about 110,000 
Amount of tonnage carried yearly between Waterfoi-d and Clonmel about 28,000 


Total amount of tonnage carried on River Suir Navigation west of Waterford yearly about 


■ 138,000 


STATEMENT No. 3. 


(See (jxtestion X37G4.) 


REPORT BY MR. JOHN KILLALLY, ON THE RIVER SUIE. 


September 24th, 1821. 

Snt,— I have the honour to lay before the Board a 
nj&p and section of tho River Suir from Clonmel to the deep 
water below the town of Garrick a distance of 10| miles, 
showing the present state of that navigation, in which the 
chief impediments axe: want of depth in summer, a euper- 
sbiindanoe of water in winter and a strong current in most 
pointa in all seasons, there being a fall of 67 feet in the stream 
above-mentioned ; the rapidity of tiie current, however, 
though highly detrimental to the import trade proves 
rathm beneficial to the export, which is by far the most 
exteimive. Mnch might be done to improve this naviga- 
tion by the construction of cauals with locks, to avoid 
the principal shoals and rapids, also by works of lesser 
moment in other parts of the Suir, the entire expense of 
which may be estimated at £17,600. But subject as im- 
provements of this description would be to the destructive 
efforts of mountain torrents which frequently raise the 
river surface 6 to 8 feet in the course of a few hours, carry- 
ing into it, at such times, larges quantities of sand and 
gravel, I am led to think so great an expenditure added to 
the cost of upholding the works and supjmrting the neees- 
establishment of lock-keepers, would under present 
dreumstanoes be unadvisablo. I have, therefore, been 
induced to consider what might bo done towards improv- 
ing the navigation merely by repairing, raisii^ and 


strengthening the present weirs, conatmoting others, 
sinking the bed of the river in parts and removing such 
works as now obstruct the boat passage. My estimate 
for these works including some minor matters amounts to 
£2,700, but nothing below the Bridge of Garrick is embraced 
therein, the expense of improving that part is already 
before the Board. By adopting the latter plan which is 
described on the map and section, benefits fully equiva- 
lent to the expense may be reckoned on, as the difficulty 
of passing up the rapids would be materially lessened 
and a depth of water obtained throughout sufficient for 
vessels carrying 12 tons at least in tiie driest season — at 
the time of my siuvey it was with great difficulty that 
three boats drawn by fifteen horses could transport 
that quantity from Garrick to Glonmel. According to the 
Board’s desire I am preparing duplicates of the map and 
section now sent, which will be completed early in the en- 
Bubg month by which time it may be expected the fioo<t 
which at present precludes my survey of the river be- 
tween Clonmel and Cahir will have subsided. — I have tho 
honour to be. Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN KILLALLY. 

To Eranois French, Esq., 

The Director-General of Inland 
Navigations in Ireland. 


[copy]. 


Esiijiate foe Improving the Navigation of the Rm:K 
Suie prom Clonmel to Garrick. 

£ 

Smldng the bed of the river in sundiy places 220 

perches at £2 10s. per perch - - - 560 


Removing rooks out of the boat channel 

180 

Raising and strengthening weirs - 

250 

Constructing flash weirs in various places 

- 1,270 

Contingencies including superintendenco 

450 


£2,700 

336— II. 



Estimate or Improvino the Navigation or the River 
S unt PBOM Clonmel to Carrick. 


•' £ 

Making a canal and lock opposite Dudley’s Mill • 2,400 
„ „ „ „ Honorvihe - 2,450 

„ ,, „ „ Poulakerry - 4,200 

„ „ „ „ BaUydine - 3,200 

„ „ „ „ Ballindeiry - 3,290 

Allowance for flash weirs and cleaniiig out obstruc- J * 

tions 600 

Contingencies including superintendence - 1,600 


17.CC0 

(Signed) J. KILLALLY. 

2X2 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE : 


APPENDIX No. Q—conlinncd. 


Mr. J. 
JUrneat (h-uhb, 
Chairnian, 
Tljt^ary 

County 

CoilMU. 


&UUcment 

JSTi>. 4. 


STATEMENT No. 4. 


{See Qiiest ion lfl'1'77.) 


REPORT BY im. CHARLES D. OLIVER, M.Inst. C.E. 


River Suie Navigation, Carkick-on-Suir, Clonmel. 


Diited, 1902. 

To tbo Secretwy, Department of Agriculture, etc., etc. 

Sib, — I n accordance witli instructions, I have made an 
examination of the River Suir between the places named 
Avith a view to the improvement of the navigation. Tlic 
problem to be dealt with is a difficult one. I have had 
much correspondence Arith the promoters of the scheme 
Avith a view to satisfying myself as to the volume and 
value of the trade to be dealt Avith, and the conditions 
under Avbicb it must be worked or developed. 

The river, on which a oertaia amount of improvement 
Avork has been done in the past, consists of a series of level 
Teaches Arith a depth at low river of 2 to 6 or 8 feet Aritli 
rapids betiveea, Avhich rapids have been rendered more or 
less naAugable by the narrOAving of the channel by means 
of partial or flash weirs by AA'Iiioh the depth has been 
increased, but the current at the same time intensified. 

A tow-path exists along moat of the river, but is largely 
in a bad state, is too low in places and in othera has been 
left useless by changes in the river bed. At one place the 
homes employed in toning have to Avade through tliu 

The result of those conditions is that, Avhen the river 
falls very Ion-, boats can only carrj' a very small load, 
and sometimes cannot get up at all, Avhile Avlien the 
river is high the horses cannot work and at all times the 
power needed for haulage is excessive. This traffic is 
apparently much smaller than in former times, but is 
stated to be capable of considerable development could 
its vety excessi\-e cost be reduced. It is almost entirely 
m the hands of tAvo firms. The import trade consists 
almost exclusively of coal and food stuffs for these firms, 
but they act also as general carriers and carry on the 
much smaller export traffic in oats and native timber 
for the public. 

The doAm-stream traffic is carried on by boats simply 
drifting dOAvn \rith the current. 

The system of working the up-stream traffic is as 
folloAvs : — 

A lighter, carrj-ing some 40 tons, sails, drifts, or is towed 
by a steamer from Waterford to Carrick-on-Suir, these 
lighters haAdng a draft of 2 feet 9 inches. 

At Corrick part of the cai'go is discharged into a smaller 
^at known as a p\vl, bringing dorm the draft of the 
larger to 16 or 18 inches. TJie two boats are then tied 
together en echelon " (see sketek) and toAred by a team 
of eleven or tAvelve horses to Clonmel a distance of 124 
miles statute. 


The resistance of the two flat-bottomed boats is i 
course enormous, but when forced through a rapid curroi 
they pile up the Avater to such an extent that they floi 
over places Avhere the actual depth Arould not alloAv thei 
to pass. They are frequently practically sliding on tl 
bottom. Ihe velocity of the stream is. in places* at lea' 
6 miles per hour, probably even in normal water 

spectacle of tAvelve poAverful Loises strugeliE 
agai^t this at the rate of perhaps 2 to 3 miles an hou 
and the water AA-ell-mgh foaming in over the boAA-s of tl 
boa^, wlnle a great wave moves up-stream in advani 
of them, IS a most remarkable one. 

The annual tonnage carried up-stream appears to hai 
’’P 19,000 tons. I 

value £100,000. The cost of liaulage was in roun 
numbers some £1,8W, giving a rate of 2s. 4<L per tc 
Carnck-on-Suit to Clonmel. To this should be added tl 
“yaAris” amounting 1 
some £/ 00 per annum, and bringing the total to £2,500 { 
M. I'od. per ton. 

It is claimed by the promoters of the present sehen: 
that almost unhmited powers of control over the rive 
powers whi^ over-rale all riparian rights, are vested i 
either the Clo^el Corporation or the County Counc 
under the Act 28. Henry VIIL, Cap. 22. date 1537 


It AA-ould probably he cs.sontial to obtain a legal onmioft 
as to these powers generally and especially as 
the following points : — * 

(1) 111 wliom arc the poAvere, Avhatever tliev be 

created by the Act iioav vested ? ■' ’ 

(2) Can any part of the powers ere.ated by the 
Act have hceii abrogated by the establishment of 
counter prescriptive rights or by loss under the 
statute of limitations ? 

(3) Will tUcso jiowcrs allow of the destruotioa 
by Its submergence OAving to the raising of the lerd 
of the Avater, of an existing salmon Treir and 
generally allow worlrs tobecairied out in the face of 
opposition ? 

(4) Will these powers prevent the constituted 
authority from being held liable for conseqnentiij 
damages due to raising the level of the Avater ; or 
render the recovery of such damages so difficult as tc 
materially rcduco the likelihood of claims being- made 
unless in the case of really serious damage, in other 
Avorda to I'cstrnin vexatious opposition 5 

(5) Has the constituted authority poAver to con- 
stniet a tOAV-piitli on the second side of the river 
Avhere nono now exists, or to complete the tow-path 
AA’hich has now in places ceased to exist oAving to the 
falling away of the hanks and to talre land for the 
purpose compulsorily ? 

(6) Has the constituted authority poAver to erect 
poles, Aviros, Avheels, goar running ropes, or other 
mechanical appliances in the bed of the river or on 
the tow-patlis or hanlcs for the purpose of the 
mechanical haulage of boata. 

(7) Has the authority power to erect Aveira and 
locks, their poAver being either modified or not 
modified by the reply to query No. 47 ? 

As regards the method to be adopted for the improve- 
ment of the navigation: 

The promoters began by advocating the application of 
mechanical haulage on tlio assumption that the canalisa- 
tion of the river would bo too coatlv and the difficulties 
from riparian opposition insurmountable. 

Recently some of thorn have put forward the exactly 
opposite view proposing to confine the project to the im- 
provement of the channel. 

The feasibihty of this latter proposal turns largely on 
the poAvera conferred by the Act of Parliament mentioned 
above since, alfliough it may bo quite possible from an 
ei^ineering point of view to greatly improve the river 
Avithout doing any real harm, it may bo taken as certain 
that riparian owners will not iJl be amenable to reason 
in such a cose, and Avill oppose. 

Apart from such question, however, it does not seem 
to mo tiiat canalisation alone Avill meet the requirements 
unless carried out on a scale tho cost of which would be 
quite prohibitive. 

When the river is Ioav the current in the deeper reaches 
is small and tho rapids could lie done away Avith by locks 
and tho poAver required for haulage greatly reduced; 
but when the river is at all high tho oiu-rent on the deeper 
reaches requires as much power to overcome it as do the 
rapids at low water, and this current cannot be materially 
reduced since thoAvater level cannot be sufficiently raised 
to do so, the height of the banks not alloAving it 

Thoi-etoro practicable canalisation Avill only be eSeotive 
at low Avater periods and, if it is necessary to inaintein the 
full teams required whenever the river rises, there Avill be 
little economy in not Avorking them. 

Tho advantage of partial canalisation lies in the fact 
that at low Avater periods the boats must Avork Avith 
half loads and sometimos cannot AVork at all, not from 
want of power, but because they earmotfloat. Puifficr, 
it would seem that tho boats necessarily used are entirely 
unsuitable to travel through the Avater at tho speed of 
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APPENDIX No. 6 —coiiiinued. 


.■Ippeiidiac 

No. 


STATEMENT No. 4 — continued. 


eight to lea miles an horn- which is needed to pass them 
ocer the ground at two to four miles an hour. Thoir 
shape is governed by the necessity for very shallow 
draught coupled with sufficient stability to allow them to 
work under sail below Garrick. They are simply flat 
lighters suitable for a speed of, say, two miles an hour. 
Probably a deeper and narrower type of boat could be 
ased with much economy of power. Obviously, at any 
rate, the dividing of a cargo into two, involving the neces- 
sity for hauling nearly double the waste load (dead weight 
of boats) is thoroughly unsound. 

The system of coupling the boats for the purpose of 
“ raising the water ” ; that is, in fact, using them as a 
weir supported by the strain of the power applied, is, 
although perhaps under present conditions unavoidable, 
frightfully wasteful of power. 

Clearly then it is desirable to deepen the water on the 
rapids to such an extent that the depth on them may be 
equal to that on the shallower reaches of the river which 
present depth it may, however, bo desirable to somewhat 
increase. The deepening can be sufficiently obtained, 

I think, by somewhat raising the present flash weirs and 
hacking up the water below them hy additional flash 
weirs. The maximum velocity will at the same time be 
materially reduced. 

It may perhaps be assumed for tho present that the 
power at low water may be reduced to lialf its present 
amount owing to the reduction of the current on the 
rapids to that at present existing on some of the more 
rapid reaches not included in the category of “ rapids.” 
The power at high water periods can only bo reduced 
bv the amount due to an improvement in the boats. 

What the present power used amoimts to at its maxi- 
mum can he only guessed at without some experiments. 

The usual figure given for a horse moving at two miles 
an hour would make it equivalent to twelve mechanical 
horse-power, but it is probably at least double this as 
the horses are at times straining fiercely. I take it that 
after the maximum practicable improvement of the river, 
12 horse-power will be required to haul the 40ton load 
and more in flood time. Probably 50 available horse- 
power at least will be needed for working the traffic 
when this is property distributed. 

-As to how the power is to he developed and applied : 
Tugs propelled by screw or paddles will probably not 
work at all under the conditions, andseem never to have 
^oved economically satisfactory under at all parallel 
circumstances. The systems that have been suggested 
arc: — 

(1) Haulage by a locomotive, steam or electric, 
working either on rails or directly on tho tow-path. 

(2) Hauling by an electric trolley running on cables-. 

(3) Hauling by special tugs carrying thoir own 
power and winding themselves along a fixed chain. 

Of Nos. 1 and 2 I cannot find any practical example 
working successfully, and the first cost would be very 
heax-y. Of No. 3 I cannot find, although it has been long 
used on the Elbe andelsowherethat it hasever been applied 
to a river so narrow and so crooked as the Suir and I see 
great difficulties in its application. Further it seems to be 
recognised that it will only pay when a considerable train 
of boats can be handled together owing to the heavy first 
cost of the tug and heavy working expenses. Its use 
would create a monopoly. 

There remains, however, yet another system success- 
fully worked by Dr. M. Davy, Ingenieur des ponts et 
chausstea, France, on the Seine et Marne Canal. This 
involves .the use of an endless rope running on the tow- 
path. It seems perfectly adapted to the conditions, if the 
description of it given to the International Congress on 
Inland Navigation, 1890, be jiustified. This system of 
working is as follows : — 


Afr. J. 

Er)iest Grubb, 
Chainnan, 
Tijiperar’j 
{S.R.] 

A wire rope which may have a length from the power 
house of ten or more miles is carried on pulleys and driven ' 

by steam or water-power. It mov^ at a rate of some statrmetrt 
two miles per hour. At any point a boat may be attached. 

The attachment gear is very simple and its cost trivial so 

that any boat oumer may provide it. It is so arranged 
that having been affixed to the rope it can be made to 
clutch or slip at the will of the boatman who can stop or 
start when he sees fit ivithout leaving his boat. 

The limning rope need not, it would seem, interfere 
with horse haulage. 

In considering, however, any system of haulage I am 
mat by the fact that the traffic hero is infinitely smaller 
than anything for which such is usually provided. For 
instance Dr. Levy takes two million tons per annum as a 
minimum example. On the Suir we have eighteen thousand 
or so. 

On the other hand the cost of haulage here is abnormally 
large. 

It will be seen that to prepare any sort of estimate 
from comparisons is very difficult. I have, however, 
gone into the question as far as possible and am hopeful 
that after such improvement of the river as might be 
effected for some £3,000 a further capital expenditure of 
some £11,000 involving, with proper aUowanoes for 
interest, depreciation and working expenses an annual 
expenditure of some £1,700 to £1,300 might provide the 
power required. This might be developed by water 
power which is probably available. 

This shows a saving of £100 ns against the present cost of 
horse haulage leaving the whole £700 pei‘ annum estimated 
cost of the yawls to cover interest on cost of improvement 
of river (say £160) contingencies and reduction of rates. 

Further’, it is to be specially noted that under such a 
scheme a very large increase of traffic, which is hoped for 
would not materially increase the working expenses since 
the machmeiy may almost as well run for twenty hours as 
for four or six per day. 

It would seem then that there is justification for going 
fully into the question of 

(1) Improvement of the river. 

(2) Jlechanical haulage. 

Provided that : — 

(o) Legal advice shows that there is any reasonable 
prospect of Ijeing able to deal rdth the bed of the 
river. 

(&) There is a possibility of providing a capital of 
say, £14,000, say £3,000 to be spent on river improve- 
ments, and £11,000 invested in a power scheme to 
cover which an annual receipt of £1,850 would be 
needed (£1,700 -f £150). 

(c) The local people ate favourable and will under- 
take the working of a power scheme. 

A sur\-ey of the river at a cost of saj% £200 mil bo 
needed before anything definite can be laid down as to (1). 

I should probably get into communication with Dr. Levy 
and probably see his system at work before anything 
definite is laid down as to (2). I have no information as to 
how far his patents or royalties may affect the question. 

They fully recognise and indeed pointed out, albeit 
against the interests of some of them to a great extent, 
that a scheme that would benefit the owner of a single 
boat would be desirable in the public interest rather than 
on© that would tend towards monopoly. 

It would seem to mo that ultimately either a local 
company or the Clonmel Corporation might take up the 
power scheme, tho Department assisting by way of loan. 

A company should be bound by stringent regulations to 
prorido power for all comers if any assistance were given 
them. The Corporation, I think, could secure this 
virtue of their powers (if valid) over the tow-path. — I have 
the honour to be, your obedient servant, 

{Signed) Chas. D. Oijveb, Inst. C.E. 
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A^tndit 


Mr. Siigh 
Ddany, 
Tipferary 


(JV.iJ.) 


Countu 

Cmineti. 


Statement 

Ko. 1. 


APPENDIX No. 7. 


Banded in by Mr. HUGH DELAHY, Tipperaty (N.B.) Couutij Connril. 
3rd Octobeb, 1006 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


{See Question 139Jf7.) 


(JOMPAEISOK OF CaNAL AND HaILWAY EaTES. 


The opening of Kilgarvan Quay was a great boon and lind a beneficent c 
of surrounding district, as •wiiJ be seen by the following table showing 
Kailway charges. Up to the time of opening tnat Quay very little barley wa 
the barley grown within tliree or four miles . " ^ • ....... 

especially to persons having small quantities. 


ttuti commerce' 
^ the dilierence between Canal and 
s ot opening that Quay very little barley was sent to Dublin ; now almost al 
four umes of the Quay is sent to Dublin, ve^ little expense being iaciined 
L quantities, as these small quantities are carried at same rate as larger lots.' 


RAILWAY FREIGHT (.B«Wej/) TO KINGSBRIDGE 
FROM CLOUGHJORDAH. 

CANAL FREIGHT {Barley) FROM KILGARVAIT 
TO DUBLIN. 

Date. 

ton.s. 

ewt. 

£ s. 

d. 

Date. 

tons. 

cwt. 

£ 8. d. 


1891. 





1891. 




October 

20 

13 

2 

5 11 

5 

October 21 - - 

43 

14 

16 15 I 


24 

24 

18 

10 11 

g 

„ 26 - - 

2 

18 

1 2 4 


25 

9 

12 

4 1 

8 

_ 

46 

12 

18 4 3 

Novena bei 

2 - - 

6 

0 

2 11 

0 

„ 28 - - 

23 

8 

8 19 3 


3 

13 

2 

6 11 

5 

.. 31 - - 

53 

4 

20 7 10 


5 

17 

0 

7 8 

9 

„ 17 - - 

6 

12 

2 6 3 


9 

20 

2 

8 10 

10 

„ 22 - - 

4 

0 

1 8 0 


12 

6 

14 

2 17 

0 

„ 9 - - 

42 

2 

16 2 9- 


23 

4 

18 

2 9 

0 

„ 9 - . 

12 

16 

4 18 2 


12 

14 

2 

5 19 

10 

„ 28 - . 

17 

8 

6 13 5 


29 

5 

8 

2 11 

0 

„ 16 

16 

0 

6 2 8- 


28 

12 

2 

5 2 

10 

1892. 





26 

15 

0 

6 7 

6 

November 12 

4 

12 

1 15 3 


15 

8 

0 

3 8 

0 

„ 15 . - 

3 

4 

1 4 r 


6 

6 

0 

2 6 

0 

October 17 

32 

11 

11 8 0' 


1893. 





„ 22 - - 

75 

IS 

26 n 4 

October 

13 

16 

0 

6 1 

11 

„ 25 ■ - 

11 

0 

3 17 0 


21 

11 

6 

3 19 

2 

„ 30 - - 

12 

2 

4 4 9 


1895. 





November 4 

4 

12 

1 12 3 

November 

22 

4 

16 

2 2 

0 

„ 7 - - 

10 

4 

3 11 6 




6 

3 19 

2 

I would augeest tha 




16 - - 



3 9 

4 

notice, during the Barley Season, and sent direct from 







Kilgarvan Quay to James St. Harbour, as tran- 







shipping at Shannon Harbour causes considerable delay 







and sometimes great loss. 



























4 0 

6 

iOtk Avgust, 1906. 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANAL3 AlID WATERWAYS. 


17 


APPENDIX No. 8. 


SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT. 


Ap^ndi 


The Bt. Hon. 
Sir Horace 
HlunJceti, 

H.c.y.o. 


.Siii-jilicd b’j THE HI. HON. SIR HORACE PLUNKETT, K.C.V.O., Vke-Prcsidcnt Departmmi of 
Agrir.vltare and Tethnieal Tnsirnelion, 


SiipplC' 

meiilari/ 

Statement. 


(See'Queslions J4‘-^1S-74A~1). 


Ib view of tbe excellent ofBcial map whiob is in the 
bands of the Commission, and of the fact that the canals 
to which I refer in the following notes are few in number, 
and that their situation is well known, no special map 
as was suggested is required to indicate the conclusions 
which I have to state. With reference, however, to the 
questions raised by Sir Francis Hopwood, it is necessary 
to make clear certain general points which have a direct 
practical bearing on the questions under consideration. 

{1) The policy to be adopted, with reference to canals 
in Ireland, must to a large extent depend upon the policy 
which may be adopted until regard to the Irish railways. 
We are satisfied that canal transit has au influence in 
keeping do\ni railway rates, and of maintaining com- 
petition which is desirable, at least so long as the rail- 
ways are in private hands and worked as dividend-earning 
eoncems. It would, therefore, be regrettable if any of the 
existing waterways were abandoned, or if even oonneot- 
ing linkg which arc at present disused, but Lave any 
prospect of future usefulness, were allowed to fall into 
further disrepair. If, on the other hand, the railways 
should be taken over by tlie State it would, we assume, 
follow that the canals would also be so dealt with, or at 
least that they would receive substantial assistance from 
and be subject to, substantial control by the State. In 
that case, it would bo possible to determine much more 
dclinitely the economic value of the respective canals, 
and their usefulness would be judged much less by their 
value as competitive agencies than by their serviceability 
in supplementing and being subsidiary to transit by rail. 

(2) The transit question, as a whole, is of enormous 
importance, but in the main tbe transit question for 
Ireland must be one of road and rail. Assuming that a 
certain sum of money is available for tbe improvement 
of transit in Ireland, there remains the lai-ger question 
whether this sum, or a considerable part of it, could not 
be spent more profitably in tbe general interests of the 
cotmtty in extending rail and improving road communica- 
tions. These are larger questious than what I have to 
deal with. But I have bad to keep them in mind in con- 
sidering the canal question. It should be remembered 
that, at tbe best, tbe services of canals are bmited, both 
as to the kind of trafific which they can handle, and as to 
the area which they can serve. Cana! transit is thus in 
certain ways the most inelastic form of transit ; and I 
am inclined to think that, for tliis reason, its part in 
solving our transit problem is very restricted. This does 
not mean in any way that canals should be overlooked. 
I wish to see the existing canals given a thorough chance 
of proving the extent of their servioeabibty ; but I am 
oot in favour of tbe making of new canals, or of any very 
large expenditure — at least, in tbe first instance — on 
enating canals. I feci that tbe claims of one form of transit 
must be considered in relation to other forms of transit 
and this consideration has been present to my mind when 
making the statements regarding tbe canal system. 

Looking, however, at tbe existir^ system of canals, 
^d at its present economic position in the transit problem 
in Ireland, it is plain that certain canals are of greater 
importance — actual and potential — than other.s, and 
that in the first instance these more important canals 
*hould, with due regard to reasonable expenditure, be 
into good condition as waterways. All things con- 
sidered, the Southern system of canals Imown as the 
Grand Canal is clearly of first importance. It serves a very 


wide community, and is of gi-oat benefit to the country. 
Whatever changes there may be of railway policy, it 
seems likely that this canal system will remain a valuable 
means of transit. That beii3g so, it is desirable that it 
should be made as efficient as possible, that the canal 
should be thoroughly dredged and eleaned, that the 
improvement of the water supply should be seen to, that 
greater facilities should be given for storage of goods, 
and that the weak points on the system should, as far 
as possible, be strengthened. In this connection also, 
reference may be made to the lower part of the Shannon 
Navigation. Viewing the possible development of the 
inland waterway system, ib is very desirable that efficient 
water communication shonld be established between the 
Shannon and the Port of Limerick. The further question 
of the improvement of the Shannon Navigation is, in a 
sense, a question independent of the importance of the 
Royal Canal waterways ; but it should assist the develop- 
ment of water communication it certain of the locks from 
Ivillaloe to Limerick, and also, though of much less im- 
portance, if the locks on the upper reaches of the Shannon 
connecting with Lough Allen wore enlarged. No one 
can assure the development of a trade which would 
directly recompense the expenditure of money on such 
improvemente ; but considering tbe importance of 
Limerick, and the desirability of doing everything to 
develop the western country, there is a much greater 
likelihood to effect economic success if a combined 
series of improvements were made than if isolated acts 
were carried out. Thus it the improvement of the Grand 
Canal way, the establishment of inland waterway com- 
munications between Limerick Harbour and the Shannon, 
and the enlargement of the locks between Limerick and 
ICillaloe were all carried out, taken together they are of 
much greater importance and more likely to justify ex- 
penditure than otherwise. The Grand Canal system 
offers the most hopeful side of canal development in 
Ireland. 

After the Grand Canal system in the south, the northern 
system of canals branching out from Lough Neagh has the 
best claim for consideration. The future of the northern 
system of canals is less certain than that of the southern ; 
but there is ground for thinking that the northern canals 
may considerably increase in usefulness, and that, irre- 
spective of possible changes in railway policy and owner- 
ship, they may furnish a valuable element in the transit 
system of the country. In this connection it seems 
important that, for the present at least, efforts should be 
concentrated on improving certain main routes. First 
is the sysiem connecting Belfast and Newry with the west, 
involving the improvement of the liSgan Navigation, the 
cleaning of the Ulster navigation, the rectifying of the 
water supply, and in the first instance the re-opening of 
communication between Clones and Lough Erne, thereby 
affording through water communication from Enniskillen 
and Lough Erne to Belfast and Newry. 

In this connection, one may say that, while it would be 
desirable to have the looks on the Ulster Canal enlarged 
so as to be of the same size as those on the Lagan Naviga- 
tion, it is very questionable whether such an expenditure 
would bo justified ; and if the present gauge of the canal 
were maintained, and the watenvay put into proper 
condition, it should be possible to carry a paying load 
over the S 3 fstem. There is room for real development 
dong the line of the Ulster Canal, as much of the country 
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^talcnicnt through whieb it passes has voiy considerable possibilities 
A'o.S. agriculturally; and the establiskmont of a through 


Th Jit fi communication with Lough Eme, while I understand not 
Sir Horace heavy expenditure, would repeat an 

Plunhet! economic experiment which is worth making. 

K. C. V. 0. In connection with the northern system of canals, tliere 

is the further question of the re-opening, for navigation 

Supple- purposes, of the Ballinaraore and Ballyconnell Canal, 
vtentarii thereby linking the Shannon with the Ulster Na\*3gation. 
St atemeu i. j^^tter the question of importance is whether the 

navigation and drainage interests are to a large extent 
identical. It will not be, I think, disputed that for the 
present and also for the immediate future the drainage 
interests are superior in importance to any prospective 
navigation interests ; but in the view of Mr. Oliver, the 
engineer of the department, the drainage and navigation 
interests are to a large extent identical. At present, 
however, the lodes have been allowed to get into disrepair, 
and it appears that the channel of the canal is being 
seriously impaired by the velocity of the flow of water, 
which is no longer held in cheek by the locks. This 
threatens the drainage valley of the canal. It would 
seem, therefore, that the right policy is that the Ballina- 
more and Ballyconnell Canal should be kept in such a 
j>roper condition of repair in the first instance as to secure 
its continuance as an efficient drainage work and also witli 
the object in view that the canal might be, at a compara- 
tively small expenditure, restored to its function as a 
navigation way. Eegatding the value of the through 
communication from the Shannon to the Ulster Canal, 
and thereby to Belfast, this is a matter of sireoulation, 
though if the through communication could be effected 
at a small cost it would be desirable that the two canal 
systems connecting with Lough Neagh and Lough Erne 
on the one hand and the Shannon Na'r'igation on the other 
should be linked up. It is true that there was no traffic 
when the navigation was originally opened ; but it would 
be unsafe to argue from earlier conditions to present 
or future possibilities. If these two main canal routes — 
one in tire .south and one in the north — were put into and 
maintained in good condition for a number of years, it 
would afford the best test under existing conditions as to 
the present day value for transit purposes of canals in 


Ireland. The northern and southern routes of 
munioation are much more impoitant as a whole tliarfk' 
Royal Canal system nmniug through the centre^! 
land ; but it is nevertheless desirable that this sliouirH' 
maintained in proper condition as regards watenrav s 
tow-paths. It is open to question whether a consideraV! 
larger traffic could not economically be cairied over tk 
Royal Canal system. 

With regard to minor schemas, the improvement of th 
navigation of Lough Corrib is highly desirable ThI 
district opened up by water communication is not served 
by railway ; and in recent years, owing to water com 
munioation, traffic has considerably increased, aad is 
capable of further develoitmnnt. Here the importantsien 
for the present is tho improvement of the faciUties on 
Lough Corrib, the increase in the number of piers and 
stores, and if possiblo tho bettor marking out and lightiav 
of the course. Such improveinenta would be of benedt* 
whether any furtlior schemo of oounccting Lough Corrib 
witli Lougli Mask were carried out or not. The proiKised 
canal between Corrib and Mask, while undoubtedly ,v verv 
tempting engineering problem, is economically verV 
problematic and .‘jerioiis one. Tlic proposal to establish 
steamer comnumication on Lough Mask with a canal wav 
from the Lough into Bnllinrobe, if funds are available 
seems a more practical scheme. ' 

With regard to tho improvement of the navigation on 
tho Suir, tlie report of Mr. Oliver, the engineer of the 
department, is known to the Commission. The question 
of the Suir Navigation is one in which action would he 
considerably determined by railway policy. 

Tho case is different in the question of the improvement 
of tho river communication by tho Blackwater from 
Youghal to Cappoquin, There is in this case no rnih-ay 
communication, and the making of this waterway navig- 
able throughout the season would very materially assist 
the opening of tho district for tourist tralflc and also 
would help tho marketing of agricultural produce. 


In answer to the question regarding tlie importation of 
peat moss litter into Ireland, I have to state that so far as 
the portal returns show there was imported in 19W, 3,965- 
tons and in 1905, 3,39b tons. 
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APPENDIX No. 9—ooiUinued. 


STATEMENT No. 3. 


(•See Question 1 4573 .) 


POMP4EATIVE TABLE OF COMPETITION AND MONOPOLY BATES, SHOWING 
THE INCREASE PER CENT. OF THE LATTER OVER THE FORMER. 




The Son. 
Otictcii 
Clift, 
Chainnan, 
KilJicnwj 
Industrial 
Devel<^iMnt 
Association. 


Competition Rates. 


Between 

Miles. 

Goods. 

Rate per ton. j 

Rate per ton per 
mile. 

— 



s. d. 

d. 

Dublin and Waterford - 

no 

Stout in cask.s 

5 0 

0-5 

Dublin and Waterford - 

110 

Barley . - - - 

6 0 

O-o 

Waterford and Clonmel 


Flour ... - 

3 3 

V. 


Monopoly Rates. 


Between 

Miles. 

Goods, 1 

Rate per ton. 

Rate jier 
ton 

per mile. 

Increase per cent, 
over Competition 
Rate 

per ton per mile. 




s. d. 

d. 


Dublin and Kilkenny • 

80 

Stout in casks 

11 11 

1-8 

260 per cent. 

Kilkenny and Dublin 

80 

Barley - 

7 11 

1-2 

140 per cent. 

Waterford and Kilkenny 

31 

Flour 

4 11 

1'9 

58 per cent. 


APPENDIX No. 10. 


So. 3. 




Banded in hy Mr. A. M, BDEDEN, A.M. Inst. C.E., County Sm-veyor, Kilkenny 
6th October, 1906. 

PROPOSED CANAL PROM KILKENNY TO INISTJOGE. 
STATEMENT No. 1. 

(»S«s Question 1465S.) 


Mr. A. M. 

Burden, 
A.M. Just. 
C.S., County 
Purveyor, 
Kilkenny. 


Report and Estimate, September, 1906. 


TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OP THE KILKENNY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION. 


REPORT ON THE FEASIBILITY AND PROBABLE COST OP A CANAL BETWEEN KILKENNY 
AND INISTIOGE. 


Gentlemen, — Having carefuUy examined the prac- 
ticable lines for a navigable canal to connect the City of 
Kilkenny with the tidal watars of tho Nore at Inietioge, 

I beg to submit the following observations and the result 
of them as set but on tho accompanying provisional plan, 
section and estimate. 

In the first place as to the general line of the canal only 
two alternatives present themselves, viz. : — That of 
following the valley of the Nore, and that of beginning the 
esaal at a high level near Sion and proceeding by Dunbell 
snd Kilfane to join the Nore at Dangan, below Thomas- 
tewn. The latter line was proposed by Mr. Joyce over 
a hundred years ago as part of an intended scheme to 
connect the ooUieries with Kilkenny and Inistioge, and as 
port of such a scheme it is an admirable line ; considered, 
however, apart from the entire project it presents objec- 
tions which far outweigh its advantages (I may mention 
the high level at ICilkenny, the difficulty of supplying 
wter, the steep ascent from ihe river at Thomastown) ; 

the valley of the Nore then becomes the only route to 
be examined. 

The next question to be considered is whether the canal 
aiould utilise the river course itself in any part, and if so, 
te what extent. A survey of the valley discloses no 
OBuperable difficulties in the way of constructing a canal 
satirely distinct from tire river itself, but reveals several 
places where the obstacles to be surmounted would 
teo^tate very considerable expense, and it therefore 
bscomes a qnestion how far the advantages of the separate 


canal would justify this outlay. The disadvantages of 
using the river itself are well known, and need only be 
briefly mentioned — such as the liability to floods, tho 
varying levels, the difficulty of towing against stream, 
liability to obstruction, etc. Now, in endeavouring to 
strike a working balance between these various incom- 
patibles it has seemed to me that the beat solution of the 
problem is to avoid the river when possible, and for as long 
as possible, and only to enter it to escape prohibitive 
expense and remain in it for as short a distance as may be. 
These principles are embodied in the plan I present here- 
with. 

I begin the navigable part of the canal immediately 
opposite Reade’s Mill in Kilkenny and follow the course 
of the old canal to the point where it entered the river 
above Warrington.; instead, however, of entering the 
river, I cut out the canal in the sloping hank, and continue 
along the same bank past Kilfera and Sheestown into 
Bennetabridge. Still keeping along the right bank, 1 
proceed until just above the point of entry of the Kiog’s 
river, and here I propose to cross the river to avoid the 
construction of an aqueduct over the King’s river, and 
also the objection which may be made to paasmg in the 
narrow space between Mount Juliet House, and the river ; 
further the entrance to Thomastown is better on the left 
bank, and the course of the canal somewhat shorter, and 
in addition the crossing of the stream entering the Nore at 
Jerpohxt is avoided, I only remain in the river a sufficient 
time to cross it. I then pass under Ballylinch bridge, and 
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Apvcndix APPENDIX No. 10 — continued. 

No. 10. 


Mr. A. M. 

Burden, 
A.M. Inst. 
C.E., County 
Surveyor, 
Kilkenny. 

Statement 
No. 1. 


STATEMENT No. 1 — continued. 


through the lauds of Mount Juliet on the left bank, and 
keep along this, and under the railway bridge till I arrive 
opposite Grenan Mills, Thoniastown, where I again enter 
the river, leaving it about 300 yards lower dotm on the 
right bank, and continuing on this side till I meet the 
rocky bluff of Dysart Wood. There I enter the river for the 
third time, and continue in it for 900 yards leaving it again 
on the left bank opposite Coolmore House, and continuing 
along this side till after passing under Liistioge bridge, I 
enter the tidal water below Woodstock. After leaving 
the river at Thomastown it would be possible bo form the 
canal altogether on the left bank by beginning about 300 
yards lower down, utilising the old mill race and cutting 
Ibecanal through therocky scarps ofDangon and Browns 
bam woods ; the extra cost of this would be considerable 
perhaps £6,000. In any case the river must be entered at 
Tbomasto'wn, there being no alternative to this, except a 
flight and descent of locks over the high ground at enor- 
mous expense, and having entered it here, and also at 
Crohana it does not appear reasonable to incur such great 
additional expense to avoid it at Dysart. 

Where the canal crosses or enters the river it will be 
necessary to secure a proper depth of water partly by 
deepening the bed and partly by raising the water level 
by means of weirs. 

The total fall to be provided for bot^veen Kilkenny and 
Inistioge is 145 feet, and this is met -with eighteen locks, 
whcse fall varies from 6 to 10 feet. 

hlaterials for the constructive part of the canal are freely 
met TOth all along the site ; gravel suitable for concrete 
occurring nearly the whole way ; and of this I would pro- 
pose to construct all lock walls, etc., in place of using cut 
stone, thus effecting a considerable saving. 

I have taken the locks with a chamber 80 feet long by 
16 feet wide, and 6 feet over the sill, this being the size of 
the Barrow navigation locks with which canal there may 
probably be considCTable interchange of traffic, and further, 
as a large proportion of the traffic to be anricipated will, in 
all likelihood, be heavy goods from New Ross and Water- 
ford, I thought it desirable to provide for the passage of 
larger boats than inland canals usually accommodate. 

The dimensions of the cross section I propose for the 
canal are 36 feet water surface, 24 feet on bottom, and 
5 feet 6 inches depth. 

In calculating the probable cost I have had to estimate 
as well as possible from the surface indications what the 
nature of the soil to be excavated would be, and the quan- 
tity of puddling which might be required, and I have 
made a very detailed estimate which is. I think, ample 
to carry out the work as proposed. When the time comes 
to prepare working plans it is more than likely that 
changes to improve the route will suggest themselves, and 
these will modify the cost-, but as these changes will prob- 
ab^ have effect in some instances in increasing, and in 
others of decreasing the cost, the general result will I 
consider, be still the same. 


It is not I think neccasaiy or required of me to say much 
in this place in referanco to the utility of this proposed 
canal, but I may make a brief allusion to the henefitsh 
would bring to the city and county of ICilkenny in facilities 
for cheaper transport of coal and other heavy and bulky 
commodities and the cheaper general rates which mislit 
be expected to follow, leading to increased trade md 
industry throughout the district, and giving a much 
needed fillip to the business of the county. 

A. M. Bubdun, A.M.I.C.E. 

I should note that for convenience the mileage shown on 
the section is tlmt shown on plan taken along the river- 
the actual length of the canal would be a few hundred 
yai'ds leas, and this has been taken into account in the 
estimate. 

Estimate op Cost op Constructing a Casai 
BETWEEN Kilkenny and Inistioge. 

£ a. d. 

Excavation including tow path, puddling 

and walls 30,900 0 0 

Making good weir at Annamult - - - 160 0 0 

Making good weir at Thomastown - - 100 0 0 

New weir at Coolmore - - - - 250 0 0 

No. 3, Guard Gates 900 0 0 

No. 18, Locks and Gates - . . . 18,000 0 0 

No. 18, Lockkeepors' Houses - - . l,S00 0 0 

No. 10, Over Bridges .... 2,000 0 0 
No. 20, Watering Places - - - - 100 0 0 

No. 10, Syphons 100 0 0 

No. 2, Small Aqueducts - - - • 600 0 0 

Special Work in passing under Railway 

Bridge near Thomastown - - - 900 0 0 

Do. along road near Inistioge - 2,400 0 0 
Clearing and deepening river at Crohana - 50 0 0 

„ „ Thomastoivn - 100 0 0 

ji „ Dysart • ■ 200 0 0 

>• „ Inistioge - - 50 0 0 

Quays at Kilkenny 200 0 0 

Quays at Thomastown - - . - 100 0 0 

Quays at Inistioge 100 0 0 

No. 2, Bridges for horses across river - - 1,500 0 0 

Securing road bridges at Bennet lsbridge, 

Ballylinch, Thomastown, Broivnsbarn, 
and Inistioge 

Works for supply of water- 
Towing path along Coolmore Wood 
Compensation to Millers - 
Land 


Add Contingencies 16 per cent. 
Total 


400 0 0 

- 300 0 0 

- 1,000 0 0 
- 1,200 0 0 

4,800 0 0 

68,200 0 0 
. 10,200 0 0 

. 78,400 0 0 
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Banded in hy Mr, GEORGrE A. STEVEITSOIT, M.T.O., Oomniisaioiier foe Public Works, Ireland. 
6th October, 1906- 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


Mr. George 
A. Stevenson, 
M.V.O., 
Commis- 
sioHcT for 
PiiblicWorks, 
Ireland. 

Statements 
Nos. 1 A- 3. 


{See Question 14S41.) 


RECEIFTB, EXPENDITURE AND DIVIDENDS. 


Royal Canal — Austuacted i'rok i'Kinted statements. 


Period — Half year ending : 

Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Balance. 

Dividend on each 
£100 stock. 


£ s. d. 

£ ,s. d. 

£ .s. d. 


31st March, 1838 - - - - 

30th September, 1838* - 
31st March, 1840* 

30th September, 1840* - 

11,968 19 0 

5,666 6 3 

6,302 12 0 

15s. [or 30s. per annum]. 

~ 

£ 8. d. 

31st March, 1841 - . - . 

11,748 10 4 

5,424 7 7 

6,32-1 2 9 

0 17 6 

30th September, 1841 - 

12,000 6 7 

6,086 7 0 

5,914 19 7 

0 15 0 

31st Marcli, 1842 - - - - 

30th September, 1842* - 

11,062 13 11 

6,994 16 2 

5,967 17 9 

0 17 6 

31st March, 1843 - - - - 

12,3(56 3 2 

5,6.59 10 0 

6,706 13 2 

0 17 6 

3ath September, 1843 • 

11,756 6 10 

5,729 19 9 

6,026 7 1 

0 17 6 

3lst March, 1844 - 

13,361 12 8 

5,496 7 7 

7,865 6 1 

10 0 

30th September, 1844 - 

12,899 16 7 

.5,624 4 11 

7,275 11 8 

10 0 

3ist March, 1846 - - . . 

14,030 16 8 

5,383 8 0 

8,647 8 8 

15 0 

30th September, 1845 - 

12,917 10 5 

5,570 12 11 

7,340 17 6 

The dividend w'as merged 
in the amount distri- 
buted to the stock- 
holders on the transfer 
of the Canal to the 
Midland and Great 
Western Railway Com- 
pany. 


* Accounts not available. 


STATEMENT No. 2. 


{See Question USQl.) 


Cost of Improving the Locks on the Shannon Navigation, Limerick to Killaloe. 


Board of Works, Dublin. 

gjj 6th December, 1906. 

remember that Mr. Lefroy in his emclence 
tliMo I ®i and Killaloe Canal suggested that 

tfiWr Canal might be lengthened, and I 

r.i-BT.r° j that I would have an estimate 

of file three locks in question 
K«rLo'?^° ^ enclose a list of lie locis with their 

lengths, and you will see that the three 
CoB^^ l^®fi'oy are Annabeg,74ft. 9in.; 

itT , "• 76 ft. 9 in.: and MoysLock, 76 ft. 

’ '^nile there are three others— Newtown Lock, 


78 ft. 3 in.; Clonlara Lock, 78ft, Sin., and Monaskea 
Lock, 77 ft. 6 in. I have accordingly had two estimates 
prepared (1) for lenrthening the three names by Mr. 
Leftoy to 82 ft., which our engineer puts at £3,800, and 
(2i for lengthening also the other three to the same 
length, 82 ft., the estimate for which is put at £2,200, 
making a total of £6,000. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) Geo. A. Stevenson, 

W. B. Duffieid, Esq., 

Secretary, 

Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways. 
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Afymtidix 
No. 11. 

3tr. George 
A. Stevenson, 
M.V.O., 
Commis- 
sign er f or 
riiblicTvorks, 
Irelmid. 

Staieynent 
No. 3. 


APPENDIX No, 11.— continued. 


STATEMENT No. %—contmx^sd. 


SHANNON NAVIGATION, KILLALOE TO LIMERICK SECTION. 


List ok Locks. 


Name of Lock. 

Existing Length. 

Propo-sed Length. 

Tidal Lock, Limerick 

Upper Sill to Lower 
Mitre, 
ft. ins. 

124 9 

No alteration. 

Park Lock .... - 

81 6 

Do. 

Annabeg Lock 

74 9 

Increased to 82 ft. 

Gillogue Lock - 

93 7 

No aitei-ation. 

Do. 

95 1 

Do. 

Newtown Lock - 

78 3 

Increased to 82 ft, 

Clonlava Lock - 

78 3 

Do. 

Monaskea Lock 

77 6 

Do. 

Errina Lock - - 

81 10 

No alteration. 

Cussaoe . - 

75 2 

Increased to 82 ft, 

Do 

76 9 

Do. 

Moya Lock - - 

76 10 

Do. 

Kitlaloe - - 

80 8 

No altei'ation. 
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APPENDIX No. 12. 


Banded *h hy 3ffr. E. J. LONG, LimericL 


Apwndio: 
No. 12. 

Mr. E. J. 
Limer%ek. 


8th October, 1906. 


idtatement 
No. 1. 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


{See Question 1516S.) 


Some F r of Canal as compared with Railway Rates for Hides, Raw Material, sent loose, the 

USUAL WAY Hides are carried between Stations in Ireland. 


— 

Miles. 

Per ton. 

Per ton per 
mile. 




s. 


d. 

Limerick to Dublin, 

per Rail - - 

129 

17 

1 

“ lit 


„ Canal 

131 

25 

n 

= 2| 

„ „ Athlone, 

„ Rail 

108i 

22 

1 

= 2^ 

II 

„ Canal - - 

74 

18 

7 

= 3 

„ „ Tullamore, 

„ Rail 

124 

22 

6 

= 2ii 

11 

„ Canal 

74 

15 

6 

» H 

„ „ Ballinasloe 

„ Rail 

82 

20 

0 

= 2vh 

■ „ „ „ 

„ Canal 

66 

18 

7 

= 3i 


Porbiima, at which there is no railway station, is per canal from Limerick 37 miles rate 15s., equal almost to 6d. 
per ton per mile. 

There are a few rates which work out slightly lower than the railway rates, and wi^ regwd to rates on leather, 
which is a higher class than hides, tiie rate per canal is in very many instances higher than the rates per rail . 


{See Queeticm 15171.) 


Rates on Leather. 


— 

Miles. 

Per ton. 

Per ton per 
mile. 




a. 



Limerick to Ballinasloe, per Rail 

82 

18 

4 

= 2H 

H n 11 

, Canal 

66 

16 

1 

- 3 

„ „ Tullamore, 

, Rail 

124 

19 

4 

= 1 

■1 

, Canal 

74 

12 

10 

-2* 

B „ Athlone, 

, Rail 

108 

18 

10 

= 2* 

, Canal 

74 

16 

1 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE : 


Appendix 
xYo. 13, 

3Ir. IV. 11. 

Vice- Chair- Handed in hf Mr. 

»ia>tXa<;a}£ 

Navigation 

Company. 

UtMemcnt 
No. 1 . 


APPENDIX No. 13. 


^ R. RRA, Vice-Ckainnan Lagan Nairlgntion Compaiu/. 
9th October, J906. 


STATEJIENT No. 1, 


(See Question laSSll.) 


Reprint of Pamphlet : — “ The Ulster Canal and The Lagan Navigation Gomtany.” 


The Ulster Canal extends from the Blackwator River to 
Lough Erne, a distance of forty-six miles, and connects 
with Belfast Ijy the Blackwater River, Lough Neagh, and 
the Lagan Canal, and with Newry by the Blackwator 
River, Lough Neagii, the Upper Bann River, and the 
Newry Nangation. 

The construction of the canal was begun in 1825, and it 
was opened for traffic in 1S42. In 1865 it was transferred 
to the Board of Works, and it was re-opened after an 
expenditure of some £22,000 in 1873. 

In 1880 an inquiry was held in Dublin by a Roval Com- 
mission, wlien it was given in evidence that the Board of 
Worlts was maintaining the canal at a loss of more than 
£1,000 per annum, the annual receipts from tolls only 
varying from £50 to £87 per annum. It was also given in 
evidence by the Board of Works’ resident engineer in charge 
of the canal (the late Air. R. Adams, C.E.), that after an ex- 
penditui-e of £10.000 was made thoro would be no further 
scarcity of water, which had previously been the chief 
itawbaclc in working the canal. So confident was he that 
this statement was correct, that when asked the question 
Supposing a sum of £10,000 were expended, might wo 
not have the same .state of things to face in five years 
mo^re ? ” his reply was, “ I pledge my existence you would 

In January, 1883, the Board of Works by public ad- 
vertisement invited tenders for the purchase of the Ulster 
Canal, but without i&sult. In February, 1883, the Board 
sent copies of this advertisemeat to the Grand Juries of the 
Counties and public bodies in all the important towns in 
Ulster, stating that unless a satisfactory response was 
received wnthin tliree months, steps would be taken to seU 
toe works, houses and lands, in lots, to the highest bidder 
No offer to take the canal resulted, but there was an 
imammous desire expressed at public meetings held at 
Portadoxvn, Armagh, Caledon, Anddlctown, Alonaghan, 
Belturbet, Clones, Aloy, and Benburb, by the Grand 
Junes of Fermanagh, Armagh, Tyrone. Dow, and An- 
\ Belfast Harbour Commissioners, and 
be Ckinimerce that the canal should not 

Ultimately communications were made by the Board of 
Works to the Lagan Navigation Company, suggesting that 
that Comply should take over the canal. Further 
communications followed, resulting in the Companv 
a^eeing to take over toe canal with power to close it and 
sell the property pronded it ivas found impossible to make 
it a success, and provided no other solvent Company would 
come forward and accept the responsibility. 

A BUl wn. introduced fay the Gfovemmenb in June, 1884 
to enn.jIo the Company to take orer tlie canal, but in 
™ ndthdrawn. A 

second Bill ivas mtroduoeil by the Government in 1885 
hat tnth the same resnit. In 1880 and 1887 there was the 
tAHmately the Board ol Works 
suggested that the Lagan Narigatlon Company ,hS 

tmd the Bill mas oatriod through its various stages, and 
was passed into law in 1888. ® 

The Lords’ Committee, however, declined to dve the 
Company power to close the canal at the eipirf rf tea 
years, and h.™g gone so f.rwith the matter, S Oimpany 

JSl " “ ^ "“1“ C“*> 

In accordance with the Act of Parliament, an agreement 
wna subseqnently entered into between the Board S^rko 
ran Navigation Company for transfer ol t£ 

canal. This Agreement bound the Company to .spend 


£l0,|50, the .mount reiimrod, mieording to the estlm.le oi 
the Board of Works Engineer, to ensure a sufficient irafcr 
supply and put the canal in oi-der for a five feet draft for 
lighters, the draft formerly given by the Board of Wni+9 
being only four feet. 

The Company proceeded to carry out the works wUph 
cost £12,700 instead of the £10,250 estimated. Towards 
this sum the Treasury made a free grant of £3,600. and the 
Boai'd of Works lent £4,400, repayable in forty half 
yearly instalments with interest at 4 per cent, per annum 
on condition that the Chairman of the Lagan Navigafion 
Company lent £4,400 on same terms. The Bo^ of 
Works satisfied themaolvos duiing the progress of the 
work that the whole of toe money was well and Aviselv 
spent and the work satisfactorily carried out, and at an 
interview witli the Board on 5th February, 180G areportof 
one of the Board’s Engineers (Air. Dick, C.E.) was rSerred 
to by toe Commissioners of I’ulilic Works, in which it was 
stated that “ tlie c.anal was in thoroughly good order— ^n 
much better order than many similar undertakings.” 

Eventually, after the ontii'o expenditure had been made, 
it was found tliat, notwitliatanding the statement of the 
Boai-d of Worlis’ Engineer {the late Mr. R. Adams, C.E,), 
that there would be no further expenditure necessary, 
which was what the Company relied upon when taking over 
the Canal, the supply of water was still at ooi-tain seasons 
quite inadequate, and toat tegular traffic on too i >nfi l 
was an impossibility. 

The Company communicated with the Board of Works, 
and, by mvitation of the Coiumissionois, waited uiwn them, 
and ultimately the late Chairman, Lieutenant-General 
Sankey, asked the Company to ascortnin whetlier a proper 
water supply could be obtamed, and at what cost. The 
Company obtained the reports of Engineers of standing, 
and the information was forwarded to the Board. (For 
estimates of cost see end of tliis statement.) The Board 
then sent their own engineer over the canal, and he also 
reported. The Board of Works thon stated on 4th April. 
1896, that they hoped to lay all the circumstances before 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Alajesty's Trejaury within 
the next two or three days. The Director of the Lagwi 
Navigation Company naturally expected that some 
reasonable proposal would have resulted. Aleanthno 
General Sankey retired from the Board of Works, and 
Air. Thomas Robertson, formerly Alivnager of the Great 
Northern Railway, was appiiintod (Jhairman. 

The Directora wore again in^dted to wait upon the 
Board, and did so on 13tli August, 1800, when the Boaid 
were reqiiesteil oitlicr to provide the necessary funds for 
a proper water supply, or to take back the Canal. On 7t!i 
September, 1890, the Board wrote that they desired to 
obt^ further information, and requested facihties for 
their Representative being sent over the Canal, which 
were at once granted. 

On 10th Novombor, 1890, too Company again waited 
by request, upon the Board of AVorks, when, greatly to^ 
their surprise, they wore mot at once by the Chairman 
practically with the statement that whether the Company 
had made a bad bargain or not they must stick to it ; that 
the Board would afford no relief, toat they did not con- 
sider the canal was well managed, and did consider that 
the Inland Navigation Company toould be amalgamated 
with the Lagan Navigation Company. 

It was pointed out that the Inland Navigation Company 
was a Company only formed because there was no other 
way of raising money to provide lighters to work the 
Canal, and that if toe money could bo provided to buy up 
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APPENDIX No. IQ—con/iii'ittf. 


STATEMENT No. 1 — continued. 


the Inland Navigation Company the Lagan Navigation 
Company might become traders as suggested. The Board 
did ^t offer to in any way assist in the carrying out of 
this scheme! ignored every argument and statement 
inade, simply indicating that they would insist on the 
Comity’s obligations being fulfilled, and even going so 
far M to say that in the event of their wishes not being 
complied nith, they had power to appoint a Receiver to 
work all the canals, holding the Company responsible for 
the consequences. 

The subsequent correspondence between the Board of 
Works and the Company, appended lioroto,* will show the 
treatment the Company has received, and the position in 
nhicb it has been placed. 


The number of weeks in which the Ulster Canal draft for 
lighters had to be i-educed, and during a portion of which 
time a part of the Canal had to he practically closed for 
want of water, is as stated below : — 

weeks. 

1802-93 — April-May, 8 weelis j August, 2 


weeks) 10 

1893- 94 — (May to November) - - • 22 

1894- 95 — (July to Novemboi') - • 10 


48 

i896 was exceptionally ^vefc at the critical time, and thus 
in favour of the Canal. 


A'^j^ndix 


Mt. W. R. 
Rea, 

Kiec-C%aiV* 

■iiMii Laffcm 
i^’amgaiion 
C'omj}a7ty. 


Siaicmenis 
A'‘os. 1 *t' S. 


Tlie tolls on the Ulster Canal have, notwithstanding 
{he diificulty experienced in consequence of the want of 
water, been increased from less than £100 when it was 
taken over from the Board of Works to more than £700 
during the past year (to 31st March 1907). The nett 
result, however, of the working has been most serious 
for the Lagan Navigation Company, tho money earned on 
the Lagan Canal having been more than lost ou the Ulster 
Canal. The Company’s shareholders have not only been 
deprived of their dividend for three yeara, but the Com- 
pany has been crippled, and, iude^, threatened with 
estinotion by the action of the Board of Worlcs. 

The loss sustained may bo stated as follows : — 


Cost of obtaining tho Act • - - 1,500 

Cost of Ulster Canal repairs, less free grant, 

£3,600 9,200 

toss in irorking to Slst December, 1896, 

about 3,500 


£14,200 

• Not reprinted liere. 


Engineers’ Estimates of Cost of obt.uning a.v 
Adequate Water Supply for the Ulster Canal. 

. ... £ 

Mr. L. L. Macassey, M.Inst.C.E. - 957 per annum. 

Mr. W. J. O’Neill, C.E. - - - 790 „ 

Mr. Joseph Lewis, Mechanical En- 
gineer 670 „ 

Mr. Fred. J. Dick, M.Inst.C.E., 

Board of Works Engineer - - 2, .300 one payment 

Note. — Tlio estimate of Mr. Dick, C.E., does not in- 
clude compensation for water rights, way leave, or the 
cost of obtaining an Act of Parliament, which would be 
necessary if his scheme were adopted. 

Tho Company ask either th.at the Board of Works 
should find an adequate supply of water, which the Com- 
pany was assured there would be, after an expenditure of 
£10,260, and refund the amount already lost, or that they 
would take back the Canal, refunding the money spent by 
the Company, which their own officers admit has been well 
expended, and which has therefore made the property so 
much more valuable. 


STATEMENT No. 2. 


{See Question 15509.) 


Approximatf, Estwiatk by JTr. Willi.am .1. O’Neill, Engineer, Lagan Navigation Company, for 
IMPP.OVINO THE Ulster Canal. 


66, Hanover Street, 

Portadowu, 

5th January, 1907. 

Dew Sir, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
'A the 2nd inst. and alM, in accordance with yotir 
instructions, to forward herewith enclosed my aiqu'oxi- 
tuate estimate of the cost of widening the locks and 
cuttings on the “ Ulster- Canal ” so as to adapt it to the 
transit of the ve&sels trading on the “Lagan Navigation,’' 

As the widening of the bridges over the canal ■would 
aM serioiisly to the cost, and would be attended ■with 
fflMiivenience to the public in the ca.se of county road 
endges, I have provided for the removal of the exi.sting 
tow path ■which occupies 6 to 61 feet of the bridge 
niemng and diverting it undernea^ the road approach, 
itemnd the bridge abutment. 

I have not any further report, in the absence of more 
accurate data, which would be requirerl for submitting a 
definite scheme. 

Yours truly, 

{Signed) William J. O’Neill, 

Engineer to the Lagan Navigation Co. 

W. B. Duffield, Es(l, 

64, Victoria Street. 

336— n. 


Approximate Estimate of tub cost tjp adapting 
THE UlstePv Canal for the PASSAtsE of the 

VESSELS TRADING THRO^UGII THE LaGAN NAVIGA- 
TION. 


Widening 26 lodes at £1,200 each - 
Construction of arched passage under 
the approach of 86 bridges, removal of 
the existing tow path, and diversion of 
same through the above — av. £56 each 
Widening the cuttings in rock 1,.350 
pera. £2 each - . - - - 

Widening the cuttings in clay 2,000 pens, 
£1 2 s. each ..... 
Widening the canal at Benburb 144 pei-s. 


Widening the canal at Benburb 150 pers. 

£6 10s. 

Improvement of water supply to meet all 
requirements , . . . . 

Total for works and compensations 


£ 8. d. 

31,200 0 0 

4,816 0 0 
3,000 0 0 
2,200 0 0 
6,040 0 0 
1,014 0 0 
3,500 0 0 
50,770 0 0 


(Signed) WiLLiASi J. O’Neill, 

Engineer to the Lagan Navigation Co. 

Portadown, 

4th January, 1907. 


2 Z 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Appendix 
No. U. 

Mr. J. B. 
Outming- 
J/ooi-e, 
D.L. 

Statement 
No. I. 


APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE 


APPENDIX No. 14. 


Handed in by Mr. J. B. GFNNIKO-MOORE, D.L 
10th October, 1906. 


STATEMENT No. 1 . 


{See Question 1G04S.) 


UPPER BANN NAVIGATION. 


List op Receipts from Toll.s at to. per Ton. 


Tear. 

Tons. 

£ s. 

d. 

Year. 

Tons. 

£ 3. d. 

1880 


45,606 

95 0 

4 

1890 

72,960 

152 12 1 

1881 


49,776 

103 14 

0 

1891 

76,840 

168 6 3 

1882 


51,612 

107 10 

6 

1892 

82,120 

169 n 2 

1883 


52,578 

109 19 

9 

1893 

71,621 

149 7 2 

1884 


45,792 

95 8 

0 

1894 

84,002 

175 0 1 

1885 


51,720 

107 13 

0 

1896 

81,444 

169 13 6 

1886 


68,080 

131 9 

1 

1896 

91,974 

191 2 3 

1887 


69,180 

143 14 

2 

1897 

107,164 

223 6 2 

1888 


66,116 

137 14 10 

1898 

103,442 

216 10 1 

1889 


63,898 

133 2 

6 

1899 

07,920 

203 19 6 


It may be explained that the figures above given are for the financial years of the trust from February of one 
year to February of the succeeding one, e.g., the figures for " 1899 ” are for the year February 1899 to February 1900. 
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APPENDIX No. 14 — coniinued. 


STATEMENT No. 

{See Questiooi 1G07S.) 


■'’ST' ™ CMJALISATION OF THE BALLMDEERY EIVEE, COOKSTOWN, COOSTY TVEn- 

Coolnafrankv. 7 au... ht^ r... .... . . SE. 


^ Shillington Laa soriou,!^ 1 

Cookstown, Mtimatod tho amount of compensation that wouJd 

bepaidtothooTOerofiailyi^on. The 

Q_ T} f • 4. 17rt iVooemier, 1906. land taken would be (in niv oninionl nn m ®''“®ofUie 

_ Sir,— R eferring to my promise giTen to your Commis- damage dono to the nlncn L measure of the 

aion at Its sittings in Belfast on the 10th ult. I now send priv.^fy and amen ty isorby“ Snaf 
herewith a report and estimate made by Mr, Shillington Tinrlpr ti,/. “ • 7 ^ runmng almost 

C.E. of Lurgan, on ft, Canaliaaftn of 'ftrE.vafSE: to' ft P»“j t 

deny from Lough Neagh to Cookstown. 

You will observe that he estimates the cost of the * ^ dissent from any other of Hr, Shilling 

portion from Lough Neagh to a point at or near a railway u thorn. I should be disuosed ^ 

bri^e 2 miles 1 furlong distant from the centre lloiSn f m 

of Cookstoivn (close to both railway stations) at £33,667 ^1-^>000 for toe extra 1 mile 2^ furlongs to King’s Bridw 


1 7 , , ^ *he centre f{nmnT.7CT,^ 

of Cookstoivn (close to both railway stations) at £33 667 ^1-^>000 for toe extra 1 mile 2^ furlongs to King’s Bridw 

and that he puts the extra sum of £6.835 as the additional ^ favourable consideration bv ttf 

oMt of a further extension of 1 mile 2J furlongs through ^eaat as fat as the 

Killymoon Demesne to King’s Bridge a potot 1 mile faithfully, ^ 

nearer toe same c^tre. ^re is no doubt tout King’s (-Si,7«ed.) J. GttNaNino Moobe. 

»™i .0 the moet odvo.t.geo.. p,„. fot the tern™- Roy,, „„ Q„.b „e „ 


The Secretary, 

Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways, 


EEBORT EtEABH TO 

li. Lough Neagh at the TowmiS "''^vantage and should not cost 

Tyrone to the King’s Bridge on the County Road ^to t£ aar^' ”V appears to be neces- 

south of Cookstown Main Street is abo^ miles m o* 

furlongs. The last portion of this (= 1 mile BiSrlonest 

lies almost entirely in the Kfflymoon SSsniTS , ^ore, tlio canal would starton the 

llj miles from Lough Neaah to the Great Northern hvE^o ® ^“v’ roepure an occupation 

Railway Bridge. There is a good road from the Kina’s approaches, about whom the canal would 

Bridge to the business centil of Cooksto^ w£h®s about 125 cubic 

about I mile 1 furlong distant. Prom the railway bridm ^ ^ wide. In the eleventh mile the 

miles I furlong. This point is in toe neSSomhoof oTto^ ^7!^ f DrapersfiekL 

junction of Molesworth Street, with James Street and T ^ r*>^way bridge locality be taken as the (Cookstown 

WiUiam StreetUust outside toe ’upper eje^ SmpZ wouTdT’ ^ 

mgtrsoing). Of toe latter roach about a^ongwS w S 

to be made, to reach the county road nearest tiie viVat- Coagh Bri^e up, I believe there would be re- 

It is however confidently expected that if tho canal were n^'^4 Coagh :— One lock and weir 

made the rural district council would make the road and ' ft lock at TuUywery, and one look a* 

improve the approach to toe river. ,, 

f At the river moutli at Lough Neagh, there is a bar +>,a w termnus of the waterway be fixed at 
which is somewhat disposed to shift ’ w® Northern railway bridge llj miles from Lough 

Through this, and into toe river, a passage of about dfwi estimate the cost as follows, viz. :~ 

yarife long would require to be ^^whito « dot? 

would admit vessels to the river dra^e un to <7 k °«bio yards at Is. 4Jd, per cubic 

inches. In toe first mile, some dredgml aid Lfk toL • 2.345 12 3 

mmg would require to be done for sav i Excavation in diversions, etc. 

toe second mile the same clearance would be required” d ^®*' 

and also m.the third mile— in addition to wbW, ^ ' • ■ - 6,830 7 0 

Baiimderrj’ Bri%e, advantage could be taken of’the Po J v a £ e. d. 

level ^ound on the north, or County Deny side to fom ^ P 

an Mtificial channel, and avoid a good of p ' ' ' lO-OOO 0 0 

or shallou’S in the river, hi doing^so one of tW ^ 2“® 2,500 0 0 

flood, arches of the bridge would be utihaAd b, f*^®’ ^■ 

Inquire to have the arch trea Bridge . . . 2.6OO 0 0 

from the springing, and the roadway carried on p°® °®u '‘I Tullwery 2,000 0 0 

on toe I^rry side. This deviation is shewn by a pink Une^ 

^om toe ^ugh to toialocaUty I estimate LCika M*i a 19,000 0 0 

and weiM toe nse being about 12 feet, but toe Sd and fixing. Bamnderry 

level could be carried up, so as to raise the level L ^ Br dge 120 0 0 

distance above the bridge. In the fourth mill lb °“® Bndge and approaches 

bed generally would re\uireXost Se 70-' ‘ • ^0 0 0 

mova as in the fir«t re- 12o cubic varda nf 


2,600 0 0 

2,000 0 0 

2,000 0 0 


moval as in the first thiie miles, whilst in^t^ road, 

almost none would require to be removed w. m. Tullywery 56 0 0 

mile toe river bed treatment would be 8imitrt?t£tiS Tullywery 100 0 0 

fourto mile, and in addition, the course would be much 

Bridge— thrLgh a flood opeSlTg Northern rail- 

a wir being formed above the tail race from^K ' ' 

Aand for 11^ miles, average one chain wide 

Between Ballindeny Bridge and PnAtrh t u . —92 acres at £40 - 

mute for too look, and weirs* I„ se^ft JJIfe 7?.' *°'™* P*“*’ * “» 

excavation aould agjdn be s!.me as m fte foi^h “dies— 64.000 square yard, at 9d. - : 

In tie eighth mde, a deviation a. a°S, 
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APPENDIX No. 14 — eantinucd. 


STATEMENT No. 3~eonti7iued. 


Appendix 
.Vo. If. 

Afr. J. B. 

Moore, 

D.L. 


To establish the waterway up to the King’s Bridge, 
about I2J miles from Lough Neagh, or 1 mile 2J furlongs 
past the railway bridge, would requite some considerable 
river cleaning and straightening ; also, I consider, two 
locks and weirs, and a proportional land purchase, and 
towing path provision, except that in tho case the land 
purchase would be a much more serious item relatively, 
than in the ct^c of the ordinary country load, as it lies 
almost entirely in Kiliymoon Demesne. I would esti- 
mate for this extra length as follows, viz.: — 

£ B. d. £ s, d. 

River dredging and widening 
6,000 cubic yards at 
Is. 4^d. per cubic yard 412 10 0 
Straightening liver course 
2,500 cubic yards at 1s. 6d 187 10 0 
per cubic yard 

600 0 0 


£ 8. o'. 

Two locks and weirs 6,000 0 0 

Land, 1 chain wide, 8| acres at £100 per 

acre 875 0 0 

Towing path, 6,300 supl. yards at 9d. - 236 5 0 

River wall and quay .... 450 0 0 

Possible requirements at Great Northern 

railway bridge 100 0 0 

Clearing timber off say 6 acres • - • 24 0 0 


£7,235 5 0 

Cost up to llj miles as above (omitting 
quay wall not required if ti'ansferred to 
King’s Bridge) 33,216 19 3 


£40,502 4 3 

(Sign-.tl.) Henry Shiixington, 
November, 1906. 


ii'/.aientent 

No.S. 
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Apiinidix 
No. IS. 

Pro/essoi' 
Tomnsend, 
Af.A., 
Secretary . 

'S’"’ 

Corrit) 

yaingatimi. 

Statement 
No I. 


APPENDIX No. 15. 


Supjiied by Brofessor TOWNSEND, M.A., Secretary and Engineer, Lough Corrib Navigation. 
13th October, 1906. 


STATE^^ENT No. 1. 


{See Question 17-230.) 


LOUGH COREIB DRAINAGE AND NAVIGATION. 


Office of Public Works, 

Dublin. 

January lHh, 1898. 

Sib, — I am directed by tbe Commissioners of Public 
Works to inform you that the Lord-Lieuteoanb having 
referred to the Board a Memorial complaining of tbe main- 
tenance and management of the District they had an 
inspection made by their assistant engineer. 

Tbe result of that inspection \ 7 as to show that tbe main- 
tenance of the •works was satisfactory and that anything 
necessary to be done either had been, or •was about to he, 
provided for. 

The management of the sluices is a matter for which the 
trustees are entirely responsible and the Board do not 
wish, even if they had the power, to give any directions 
upon it. the more especially as they feel that the trustees 


and their officers have been animated by a desire tohsve 
the sluices worked in the most satisfactory way. 

They think, however, that it might he convenient to the 
trustees to sea the report made on this point by Jlr 
Dick, the suggestions in which may be found useful. 

In.forwarding accordingly a copy of that report for the 
information of the trustees the Board only desire to 
state that they do so without assuming any responsibili^ 
themselves or ■wishing to derogate from the independent 
discretion of the trustees. — I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. WlLUAMS, 

Secretary, 

Edward To'ivnsend, Esq., 

Secretary, 

Lough Corrib Drainage Trustees, Galway. 


Rbpoet dy Me. P. J, Dick, C.E. 


2nd November, 1897 . 

With reference to your remit of August 24tb, last, the 
result of careful investigation (into the whole subject) so 
far as regards maintenance of works and regulation of 
water levels is as follows : — 

I. Drainage Maintenance. 

The works generally are in good order and well main- 
tained. Attention is drawn to the necessity for including 
in next year’s maintenance works. 

Black River cleaning .... £50 

Woodq'uay weir, repairs - - • 100 

Head races, cleaning, - - • - 60 



With regard to the alleged unnecessary prevention of 
free escape of floods from Lough Corrib at the outlet of 
the lake in Galway, or in other words tbe ■unnecessary 
keeping up of the level of the surface of Lough Corrib in 
floods, the facts ascertained show beyond question that in 
recent years the maximum summer levels of Lough corrib 
have been kept lower than formerly, and on the whole that 
the intention and meaning of the conditions laid down 
in the Drainage Award have been adhered to. 

It is necessary to explain that the Drainage Award 
directs tiie wa^ter level to be kept up in spring so as 10 
provide for the requirements of mill -power and navigation 
during the summer. 

A close investigation of the records shows, however, 
that it would be desirable to arrive at a somewhat more 
definite interpretation of the meaning and intention of 
the Drainage Award than has hitherto obtained. 

It may be assumed for this purpose that the summer or 
dry period extends from the end of March to the end of 
September, at the commencement of which period the 
lake should be at “ winter level ” and. at the end thereof 
at “ summer level.” 

Taking the influence of wind as ascertained by ex- 
p 3 rience into consideration, the following table exhibits 
the readings -which if maintained at tie Galway gauge 
during that period, as nearly as possible, would give effect 
to the intent and meaning of the regulations for summer 
time imposed by the Drainage Award. 


Table showing the Ap-proximate Intent and Meaning 0 / the 
Regulations imposed by the Drainage Award during 
Summer Time. 


Proposed Readings at Galway Guage 



Quiet 

w'oathor. 

North 

wind. 

South 

wind. 

End of March 

30-30 

30-60 

30-00 

„ „ April - 

30-03 

30-33 

29-73 

„ May - 

29-76 

30-06 

29-16 

„ „ June - , - 

29-60 

29-80 

29-20 

„ ,. July • 

29-23 

29-53 

28-93 

„ „ August 

28-96 

29-26 

28-68 

„ ., September - 

23-70 

29-00 

28-40 


It would, therefore, probably conduce to a more satis- 
factory basis of working to all parties, if the levels were 
regulated according to above table os nearly as possible 
and the folio-wing conditions being also observed. At 
times of flood or whenevor the water begiM to rise higher 
than- the levels given above, both the Woodquay weir 
sluices and all three gaol river waste slnices should be 
brought into use, as weO as the falling boards on the weir, 
in order to bring the water back to the proper level 
as quickly as possible. At the same time the water 
should not be allowed to fall lower (unless unavoidable 
through continued drought), and to ensure this the slnices 
■would be shut again some time before the normal level 
returns. Judgment would have to be exercised, and 
nothing more than an approximation to the levels indi- 
cated could be hoped for in practice, while at the same 
time the benefit of having an intelligible standard to work 
to through the summer would he considerable, and would 
tend to diminish complaints as to intOTferenoe with 
drainage. 

{Signed) F. J. Dtok, C.E. 

Assistant Engineer, Board of Works. 

Edward Townsend, Esq., 

Secretary, 

Lough Corrib Drainage Trustees, Galway. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AN1> WATEIUVAYS. 

APPENDIX No. 16. 

Handed in b;, Mr. W. P, O’NEILL, M.Inst. C.E. 
20th Novembep., 190G. 

ROYAL CANAL AND SPENCER DOCK. 
STATEMENT No. 1. 

(See Questiijn ‘ilSJd.) 


Appendix 
Ho. 16. 


Mr. W. P. 

O'Neill, 
M.Inst. C.E. 


SUttemmts 
Nos. 1 and S. 


EeVKXUE AKH ExPF-XniTCEE FOE THE YKAR 1R98. 



Toll.?. 

Rents. 

Interest. Dock Due.s. 

i 

Total 

Receipts. 

Woi'kitiK 

E.xiienditiU'C. 

Net ReveiHte 
or Loss. 


£ a. d. 

1 £ s. a. 

£ s. d. ' £ 8. cl. 

£ 8. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. cl. 

lli.ya! Canal - 

2,712 16 8 

; 2,271 1 n 

152 3 8! — 

.5,136 2 3 

5,681 15 <1 

•545 13 6 

Silencer Dfick 


- 

— j 1,430 3 4 

1,430 3 4 

406 13 4 

t903 10 0 

Kcral Canal and 
Spencer Dock - 

2,712 16 8 

'2,271 1 11 

152 3 8 1,430 3 4 

6,fi66 5 7 

6,148 9 1 

t417 16 6 


Uapit.vl. 

£ 8. d. 

Royal Canal - • • 335,265 6 6 

Spencer Dock 71,961 17 8 


STATEMENT No. 2. 


(.See Question ^1S38.) 


Revenue anh Expenditure fob the Year, 1905. 


- 

Tolls. 

Rente. 

Interest. 

DockDuM.: 

Working 

Expendi- 

ture. 

Not 

Revenue 
or Loss. 

Iteyal Canal - 
Sl>encer Dock 

.£ 8. cl. 

2,304 2 3 

£ a. d. 
2,456 IS 0 

£ a. d. 
133 9 4 

£ 3. d. : £ 8. d. 

— 14,899 9 7 

2,913 17 2 ; 2,913 17 2 

£ s. d. 
6,219 3 t 
533 6 8 

£ 3. d. 

•1,319 14 1 
t3,380 10 6 

Kwal Cana! and 
opencer Dock - 

2,304 2 3 

2,456 18 0 

138 9 4 

2,913 17 2 7,813 6 9 

6.752 10 4 

1,060 16 5f 


* Loss. t Profife. 


Capital. 


Royal Canal 
Spencer Dock 


£ s. (1. 
335,265 6 6 
71,961 17 8 
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APPENDICES TO EVIDENCE: 


Appenduc 
No. 17. 

Mr. ?r. A. 
Currie. 

Stateviiut 
No. 1. 


APPENDIX No. 17. 


Supjjtied hi/ Mr. W. A. CURRIE. Secretary, Belfast Harl/our Commissionera. 
9th October, 1906. 


STATEMENT No. 1. 


STATEMENT OF THE JURISDICTION AND POWERS OF THE BELFAST HARBOUR 
COMMISSION, 


River Laqax eeosi Queen’s Biudue, Belfast, 

The Belfast Ilarhoitr Coiutni.ssioiierswere incoriMnited 
under and by virtue of the Belfast Harbour Act, 1847, 
and by the said Act the propeities theretofore vested in 
the cornoratioQ for i»reserving aud improving the jiort 
of Belfast were vested in them, for purposes thereby 
directed, and by the said Act the Commissioners were 
empoweretl to purchase and acquire other lauds, to 
execute works, and to borrow money for tbe said purposes. 
The Commissioners are also the Conservators of the bed 
and soil of the river Lai/aii under the said Act. 

The portion of the river Layan between the Queen’s 
Bridge and the lirst lock near Annadale at the north end 
of the Lagan Canal, was purcluesed in 1S56 from the 
Oommiasioners for the sale of encumbered estates in 
Ireland for the sum of £50. It extends for a distance of 
about 2| miles in a southerly direction. 

The Queen’s Bridge marks the sunthera Lmindary oj 
the poAioH of the harbour which is available for sea-going 
vessels. 

BeUveen the years 1SS9 to 1S91 « -JO feet channel was 
dredged through this iiortion of the river Lagan to a 
depth of 2 feet 6 inches below hai'bour datum, or about 
4 feet 3 inches below average low water level, at a cost to 
the C'ommissioner.s of about £3,300. This channel is 
connected with the firat lock of the Lagan Canal. For 
many years the Commissionei's levied a charge of 5/- on 
lighters which used the harbour, but this charge was 
abolished in December, 1895. 

The Harbour CotnniissioHers derived no revenue from 
this waterway, nor did they incur any expenditure in 
i^onnection with it during the 3'ear 1905. Coal, deals, 
dour and grain, oil, hay and peat litter are amongst the 
principal goods conveyed along it. 

The maximum and minimum keadicay of the bridyes 
across the river al>ove high water of spring tide-s, are as 
follows : — 


TO FmsT Lock, near Annadale, Co. Dows. 


! 

Maximum. 

llininium. 

Queen’s Bridge - - - 

ft. in. 

10 8 1 

ft in. ’ 
0 9 

Central Railway Bridge 

12 2 j 

10 7 
1 6 

Albert Bridge - . . 

10 8 

Oi'ineau Bridge • 

9 9 

0 11 


The Ifoats which use the channel average .say 60 feet m 
length, with a draft of 6 feet, and carry an average load of 
about 75 ton.s. 


During the last 20 years the “net register” toimage of 
ve.s.sel8 cleared, from the port of Belfast shows the UI!de^ 
mentioned ciuinquennial increases. 

Tonnai/e cleared. 

1885.-1,546,271. 

1890. — 1,840,666, siiowing increase on 1885 of 19'04 
1895.-2,150,232, „ „ „ 1890 „ 16’82 

1900.-2,325,936, „ „ 1896 „ fi-17 

190.5.-2,564,398^ „ „ „ 1900 „ 10'25 „ 

Increase in 19u5 over 1885, — 65 84 j>cr cent. 

The traffic passed over the harbour tramways for tbe 
same period shows the following quinquennial increases. 
Tonnage. 

1885.-237,161. 

1890.-377,139, showing increase on 1885 of 59'02 
1895.-392,572, „ „ „ 1890 „ 4-09 ' 

1900.-426,612, „ „ „ 1895 „ 8'67 „ 

1905.-529,676, „ „ „ 1900 „ 24'16 ], 

Increase in 1905 over 1885— 123'34 per cent. 

The total weight of imports and exports in 1905, 
(about one lialf of the imports being coal), may be takm 
as 3j268,859 tons,as against 3,082,686 tons in 1900, shoiriDt’ 
an increase of 6'03 per cent. 

W. A. CuREit 

2Sth Septeniber, 1906. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON CANALS AND WATERWAYS. 


APPENDIX No. 18. 


Vmorandnvi svppUed by Mr. J. E. PALMEU, lately a Director oj the Grand Ctineil Cowpany, hrh.,.,1. 


Canals and Naviuations of Irel.and. 

London, increase traffic. And agriculture, however much it may 

looff ^6 approved, is not likely to ^dve much more traffic, 
2nd (Jctobci, 1901. ^nle^is grain crops again l>ocmne more profitable than 
TFannc nven much attention to the nuastion of inland Hi'e stock, Even in that event, it is hardly likely that 
iSnation" both in Ireland and ahroacl, while a director corn added to other traffic would be sufficient to lualre 
”.f the Grand Canal Company (Ii-eland) during the pfwt Jock enlargement beneficial. Agriculture as a rule gives 
shteeu years (until I resigned the jiost a few months much les.s traffic than merchandise and manufactures, 

inii Ibeg to submit the following observations for the carrying comjianies appear to me to do what 

^nsideration of the Royal Coinnn.s.sum on Oiiuals and ^ facilitate and increase traffic. It is to their 

Wateni'ays interest to do so. In the past sixteen years on the Grand 
npre is a veiT natural demand for cheap freights. Canal system new stations, increased storage, additional 
WhitrfnUv agreoin-' that as low freights as can lie are services, a larger supply of barges, many new through 
o7t desirable ill Ireland, one cannot but remember that rates, and various other iruprovements have been pro- 
thp Tirice of the carriage of goods depends almost entirely vided ; and the average rate of freight on the tonnage 
7fts cost • that the cost has to be paid for, whether over the waterways used by the canal company has been 
fhproutesare ownedby comjianiesor theState ; and that reduced more than a shilling per ton in the same period, 
f i 'hts necessarily differ considerably in different jiarts This .shows, notwithstanding statements made on public 
nf tfie world, owing to different cost in different circum- j^ilatfonns and in lettere to the newspapers, what is being 
tsQces To arime as is sometimes done, that Ireland is done to facilitate traffic and provide as reasonable freights 
nnfuiriv treated because American or Belgian or Atlantic as can be. Company ownership ajipears to be more 
fwierhtsare lower than Irish inland freights .diows that advantageous to trade than State ownership. Companies 
lime of the factors of the problem have been overlooked, are more familiar with business, more in touch with 
1 „ r.f ftlmnst nnunf tbn couimei'ce, than are State officials. The incentive in 

Instances can be ^ fnr^L Kome ronntrios State connection with private enterprise seems to produce the 
usual argunients taken np, for i_ ■ . . for all concerned : comuauies in benefitine: 


nsiial arguments taken np, tor in ^ ^ results for all concerned : companies in benefiting 

mlwaysandino hercountries^p^^^^^^^ themselves also benefit those they trade with; while 

° .irp nf liffle if anv State Ownership is open to abuses in connection with 

Brifish Isles ; but these comparisons are ot litti^ if any, pvi„pT,riPs of nai-tv nolitics 

th=>po». tov “ T, deal ot e^lovmont. 


Midi isles ; but mese coniparisu.is .ire o, i.re.e, .. . ■ . i. .oiitica 

valae for the imrposes for n-luch they are generally used, tile exi.enciei or pamy pojitic,. 

“use fimdLIntiil and important eonditiona and The cattyiiig trade gives a gueat rleal of eniploymen^^ 
S“ta““re very ditfereut in different countries, and IS one of the largest mdnwries In the country ; but 

l3h“hero freights ate lolv coiiipated with Irish it « worked tor siimllet pro« than most liusmeas com 

ft S s eiUtIr the find tor the route has cost little ot cenm, thus l.eiiefiting almost all other krnds ot industry. 
X« 0 the traHie is far larger. Sometimes both these Under the ciroimistaiices, the demam for lower freights 
fno.«tbnr closs not scem particularly reo-‘»onable. The fact is, it. 

uisditions occur topthoi has become the Sustom to Joinplain of freights. Slany 

Inland freights in Ireland cost more than in soine comjilain of the jirice of freight pay apparently 

i-'iuntries and less than in others, partly owing to the ^vithout complaining of other items of exjienditure made 
varied cost of land retjuired for the route, jiartly owing ^ ckavges and large profits, which might more 

to the T.aried cost of materials and labour, and partly g-^gjjy j,e reduced than the cost of freight. There is 
owing to the veiy different nuantities of tramc ui differ- very little profit from freights. Tlie Grand Canal divi- 
ent countries. If there wa.s a large enough tratne rer demjs ^ve to a con.siderable extent paid out of rents and 
larger baiges to be used, such as are used on many parts 

of the Contiueiit, lower freights would te Looked at from a business standpoint, it is diffiei.lt to 

The economy Wobmses jjd™ *o ^ see how freights can at present be much further reduced 

n less cost “ ore i» iiolaud in any other wiy than the carrying companies 

Their first cost 13 gieatei, but the w au. adopt, viz., by making use of all practical improvements 

.imch move important item than Idle re! ami economies as Ihly become available, and .linking 

ht.t cost. Increasing the size ot g . 1 ... .nt such rediietioiis as thev can afford to from time to time, 

veiglil of the cargo to a corresponding extent, Although Irish canal traffic is iusufBcie.it for lock and 

seceesitate rucreasing t ic exi.XX^ boat enlargement, there ate some improvements of other 

|.ropottioii ; therefore the, larger the bai^ge the smaller j . j | ^ a.lvaiitagoif carried out, viz. i- 


are the woiking expenses in x'l'oportion to the tonnage, 
and the cheaper ia the cost of carriage per ton. 

The conditions and practical possibilities are not the 
■ame in Ireland as in England and other countries having 
large commerce and manufactures. England has an 
immense traffic in connection with mimerous extensive 
industrial districts, seaports, and colleries. In Ireland, 


nds which would be of a<lvantago if carried out, viz. : — 
The canalisation by means of the French mov- 
able weir system (barrages) of certain rivers 
which suffer from floods ; 

The .snttlemont of the Ulster Canal question ; 
And the question of possible canal extensions. 
7'Ae caimlinciGhn by the imvahls weir sitstew, of fht 


on the contrary, there la such an absence of coinnierce Barrow, the- Suir, and the Nore. — The movable weir 
ftnd luaniifactures, except in a few limited localities, system could be ajiplied irith great advantage to the 
that were canal locks enlarged, cargoes sufficient to till rivers Barrow, Buir, and Nore. This system was de- 
larger boats would seldom be forthcoming. England signed by French engineoi-s to deal with the same jwob- 
haring an annual inland waterway ttmnage of over Jem that is trouble.some in Ireland, viz., the prevention 
3.VC«),000 tons, it is likely to be worthwhile to_ enlarge of floods from navigable rivers in flat country. The 
some of the canals along nrincii)al trade routes in order system has hacl a number of years’ trial, and is siiccess- 
to get cheaper freights; but Ireland, having an annual fuJ. It has been adopted in the United States, Egypt, 
ialand waterway tonnage of only about three-quarters and elsewhere, and partially on the Sliannon. The old 
■of a million tons, it •\vould not be profitable from any type of weir obstructs floods, rnise.s them to higher 
jiomt of view to enlaige locks, even if a liberal allowance levels, causing flood water to overflow on to ac(joining' 
umade for possible future traffic. low-lying lands, and prolongs the intei-ruiition to navi- 

There does not seem at present to be much prospect gation. 

any large development of traffic which would justify The problem to be solved was how to keep up enough 
eularging Irish canal locks. In the event of the menu- water for laden barges, and, at the same time, to keeji 

fseture on a large scale of compressed peat fuel, that floods within the banks of the rivers luid get nd of them 

traffic alone would not do so. Harvest tvalflc is quickly. Weirs were accordingly derigned con.sisting of 
occasionally available in large lots, but the quantity is a framework entirely filled with sliding shutter.s or gates 
dpcidedly limited. Further ecouomic development of across the whole river, construeterl so that they can be 

Ireland’s resources may lead to uioi-e home production partly or w'holly raised, and flood water thus let pa-ss 

tor home use. There is room for more to be done in down as fast as it comes_. These weirs vary much in 

that direction ; but it is hardly likely to appreciably design, but are alike in princqile. 

33(i-TL 3A2 
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18 . 


Sir. J. E. 

Palmer, Besides keeping a river as free as possible from alioals 
lafehj a and sand banks, wloich fill the channel needeclfor water, 
Director 0 / successful working depends on the proper carrying out 
tke Grand of preiiarations for approaching flo^s. The weir- 
Canal keepers are connected by telegraph or telephone, and 
T^n^' depths of rainfall and of water in the upper parts of 
■ the river are communicated to the weir-keepers lower 
down. Their instructions tell them how much to raise 
their weirs for each inch of rainfall or rise in the river 
higher np ; so that before a flood gets down to the 
weir-keepers, they have sufficiently raised, opened, or 
removed the weira; and it passes on imobstructed. 
Sometimes floods are too gi’eat to allow barges to travel, 
but delays due to floods are reduced to a idniimim by 
this excellent system. Its partial adoption on the 
Shannon has brought about marked improvements in 
recent yeais. 

The river Barrow, canalised from tidal water to Athy 
in the early days of canal making, has a considerable 
traffic, having a number of mills, iiialt-honses, and good 
business towns along its banks. It is .subject to high 
floods, which interrupt barge traflic, and which are much 
complained of, especially in the watershed of the npiier 
Ban-ow, where some hundreds of acres are not infre- 
iiuently under water for many days at a time. Lower 
down the river, also, both houses and land in various 
place.s suffer from the floods. Their are more weirs and 
locks on the Barrow than would be considered necessary 
if the river was now being canalised ; they could be 
.somewhat reduced in number if the new system of weirs 
was being adopted. 

The Ruir is a river well adapted for canalisation. It 
has on its Iwmks some good business towns and some 
manufactures.^ Although used for goods traffic for 
several centuries, it has not been canalised, but only im- 
proved from time to time, tmite inadeciuately, in various 
minor ways. Carnck-on-Suiv, Clonmel, and Cahiv 
business people desire to have the river properly canal- 
ised. Barge traffic from Waterfoi-d to Clonmel (popula- 
tion 10,1(37) is placidly carried on under considerable 
difficulties, owing to shoals end shallow water at some 
seasons and floods at othei’s. Above Clonmel are the 
town of Cahirand the villages of Ardfinnan and Golden. 
Higher up the city of Ca.shel is only two miles from the 
banks of the river. From the foot of the city to the 
river is flat, well suited for a canal. Low lying lauds 
between Cahir and Golden, and houses in Cahir and 
Clonmel, suffer considerably from floods. 

The canalisation of the river Nore from the tidal 
water at Inistioge up to Kilkenny was commenced in 
the eighteenth century, but the money voted for the 
imrpose having come to an end before the completion of 
the work, the undertaking wa.s never finished. The work 


(lone has not been maintained. Traffic used 
carried as far up aa Thomastowii, but the rivM 
silted up became uniiavigable, and boats unu. 
further than Inistioge. The Nore is well suited I'” 
canalisation. The floods in the river are not so in!?-; 
Mtl. 0.0 i,i the Suit end the tta riv-S*’ 

smaller. 

Two advantages, the provision of transit route, .ni 
the prevention of flo(Kting, being to be had from the^'^ 
lay, perhaps the direct and indirect benefits to^etk, 
niay be considered a auHicient i-etnrn. Hitherto S 
mg the depth ot the water needed for iiavi.TiHn,, T ' 
sometimes meant inoreimiug the flooding of land ■ 
niethods of climinisliing flooding, such as lowerimr 
.solid weirs, sometimes meant a lessened depth of wniZ 
for navigation. Now that the use of movable wetr. hT 
made it practicable to benefit both interests without^' 
jiiring either, the canalisation of tho Suir to Cahir rr 
Golden, or Cashel and the Nui-e to Kilkemiv aud’th^ 
application of movable weirs to the Barrow are sell 
worthy of consideration. But wliile opinions mavditf«' 
as to whether the rasults to be gainect would be’wonh 
the coat, it would be a certain aclvautagetotheton-nsoti 
these rivei-s to have efficient navigable watenvavs 
Clonmel and Kilkenny, businoas centres of some iiu 
portance, are the two largest inland toivDs‘ in Ireland 
outside Ulster. 


The greater part of Ireland being well adapted in 
most respects for inland waterways on account rt tk 
flatness of the country, its plentiful water sujiplies, the 
frequent absence of ico in winter, and the partly readv- 
niade navigable cliaimels provided by the nvers, 1 : 
seems a waste of natural resources not to carry out the 
improvements which would make the rivers iucreasiuriv 
and permanently useful, instead of a means of iajm 
whenever the rainfall in certain districts is much aMvi- 
the average. 

If, however, the benefits likely to be obtained from 
the canalisation of these rivera arc not thought sufficient 
for the ijrobable cost of the work much advantaK 
could be gained, at substantially less cost, by leinori^’ 
shoals, island, and sandbanks, and deepening the chaoceb 
\vhere desirable throuchout the gi-eaterpartof therivers. 
This would allow floods to away more quickly tkii 
at present, and the interruption to navigation would 1* 
l^sened. Were this being done, it would be worth 
while at the same time to make the cross sections of tk 
rivers more regular throughout, so as to cause a nioiv 
even and steady current and thus diminish slack water, 
which would lessen the liability to the formation nf 
shoals. This has been done with great benefit on some of 
the French rivers. 


• Botit a little over 10,00(3 population. 
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Correspondence between the Royal Commission and the Board op Trade with reference 
TO THE Broadstone Bbanch, Royal Canal. 


.4 pplitHlix 
-Vo. 19. 

lifoadatone 

Jirnuf.k. 


[copy.] 

BoiutI of Trade 

(Railway Department), 

7, Wliiteliall Gardens, 

J.oiulon, S.W., 

R, 1233'). Octobc}', 1906. 

^'l am directed by tlie Board of Trade to state for 
the information of the Royal Commission on Canals 
and Waterways that they received in the autumn of 
1905 an application from the M idland Great Western 
Railway of Ireland Company for a warrant of abandon- 
ment of the Broadstone Bmucli of the Royal Canal 
under the provisions of section 45 of the Railway and 
Canal 'frame Act, 1888, on the ground that this portion 
of the canal was unnecessary for the purposes of 
public navigation. 

In accordance with the usual practice in such cases 
notice of the application was §iven by advertisement 
with the result that certain objections to the granting 
of such a warrant were received, and it was ultimately 
decided, in view of the appointment of the Royal 
Commission, that tire consideration of the application 
should be postponed. 

In these circumstances the board think it right 
invite the attention of the Comraiasioners to this 
jaiticnlar case, and I am to add that should the 
Commission after consideration come to tire conclusion 
that there is no objection to the application referred to 
being proceeded with, the board would be glad to be 
informed accordingly. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) Walter J. Howell. 

The Secretory, 

R:iyal Commission on Canals, 

Dublin. 


[copy.] 

Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways. 

64, Victnina .Street, 

Westminster, S.W., 

S. 12335. 21st JS'memfjer, 1906. 

Royal Ctcnal, Rroadstone B)'anch. 

Sir, 

The Royal Commission have carefully considered 
the papers received from the Board of Trade on this 
subject, liave taken evidence upon it, and have visited 
the Broadstone Bi-anch. In reply to your letter of 
October 8th, I am instructed to inform you that, in the 
opinion of the Coumission, the question whether this 
short branch canal will be necessai'v for navigation or 
not cannot be decided at present. If the Commission, 
in reporting on canals in Ireland, were ultimately to 
recommend that the Royal Canal should be severed 
from the ownership of tire railway, it is possible that 
the Broadstone branch or its site might be required for 
terminal facilities for the canal. On the other hand, 


if the canal were to remain in the hands of the railway 
company, the branch in question would probably be 
held to tie unnecessary. But, in that event, the only 
proper mode of obtaining authority to abandon this 
branch .os a navigation would lie tbrt the railway 
company should oTttain special Parliamentary powers, 
because the procedure laid down in the Railivay and 
Canal Traffic Act, 1888, section 45, as to unnecessary 
canals would not allow adequate provision to be made 
by the Board of Trade for the utili.sation of the site. 

The Commission desire further to suggest that, if 
authority should at any time be sought by the rmlway 
cosnpany to abandon the branch, the scheme for tie 
utilisation of this important site in the City of Dublin 
should he proposed with the aiiproval of the Dublin 
Corporation, wlio may desire, not only to have a voice 
in tne scheme, but to associate with it such street and 
other improvements as may api>ear necessary. 

The Commission hope to be favoured with a reply 
which could be published with this letter and your 
letter of October 8th, and communicated to the railway 
company and the Dublin Corporation. 

I am. Sir, 

Yom- obedient Servant, 

{8i'jnc(V) W. B. Dupfield. 


The A.ssistant Secretary, 

Railway Deuartment, 

Board of Trade, 

7, "Whitehall Garden!^ S.W. 


[copy-] 

Board of Trade 

(Railway Department), 

7, Whitehall Gardens, 

London, S.W., 

K. 14371. 1st December, 1906. 

Sir, , . , 

Adverting to your letter of the 21st ultimo on the 
subject of the iii'oposed abandonment of the Bi'oadstone 
Branch of ^e Royal Canal, I am directed by the Board 
of Trade to state that they concur in tlie view expres-sed 
by the Royal Oomraission that the application for the 
abandonment of this branch of the canal as unnecessary 
hir the purposes of public navigatiou is one that in all 
the circumstances could not suitably be dealt with 
under section 45 of the Railway and Canal Traffic 
Act, 1888, but should be submitted to Parliament 
by Bill. 

I am to add that the board have forwarded to the 
Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland Company a 
co]iy of your letter of the 21st instant, together with 
a copy of this reply. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

{Siyned) Hereeut .Ibkyll. 

'The Secretary, 

Royal Commission on Canals aud Waterways. 

54, Victoria Street, S.W. 
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COflRESPONDENCE PxELATING TO THE EOYAL CANAL (MIDLAND GREAT WESTEBX 
RAILWAY OF IRELAND). 


1. — Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Control (with Memorandum), 27th February, 1907. 

2. — Letter from the Assistant Under-Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, Gth March, 1907 

3. — Reply of the Secretary to the Commission, 8th ilarch, 19(i7. 

A. — Additional Extracts from the Report of Mr. F. Diidlej' Fletcher. 


1. — [copy]. 

Board of Control, 

C, Upj>er Meriioa Street, Dublin. 

Fehmanj 21th, 1907, 

StB, — I am directed by the Board of Control for the 
Superintendence of the Roj-al Canal to refer to the evi- 
dence given by Mr. W. P, O’Xeill, Engineer to the hlid- 
iand Great Western Railway, before the Royal Com- 
mission on Canals and Waterways, Nos. 12266 ei seij., 
.and to forward for the information of the Commiaaion 
a Memorandum which they havo prepared on the sub- 
ject of this evidence. I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

{Signed) H. Williams. 

W. B. Duffield, Esq., 

Secretary. Royal Commission on Canals and Water- 
54. Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 


MEMORAN0U.M. 

The attention of the Board of Control of the Royal 
Canal has been called to the evidence given before the 
Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways by Mi-. 
O'Neill, Engineer to the Midland Great Western Railway 
Company, on October 1st and November 20th, 1906. 
That evidence deals principally with the condition of 
maintenance of the Royal Canal, and it contains state- 
ments which appear to the Board likely to mislead the 
Royal Commission if not corrected. The folbwing are 

some of the statements to which the Board refer : 

^ 1-2200._ Judging by evidence going to 1» given to the 
Commission, there seems to be some complaint about 
the depth of the canal and tlie difficulty of navigating 
it on .account of weeds ? — The depth is very good all 
through the entire length of the canal ; t^re is ex- 
cellent water in it and one of the greatest difficulties 
we have is in dealing with the weeds. We weed the 
canal sometimes three times in the year. There is a very 
had growth, and it is what is called the American wee d 
that we suffer from mtst ; it grows in the bottom of the 
canal and does not rise to the surface. 

12317. Do you carry out these weedings annually ? 
— Yes. 

12318. From one end of the canal to the other ? 

Yes. 

12301. I understand your canal is noiv deeper than 
youT shallowest sill ? — Yes. 

12362. So that 5 feet 3 inches on the sill is the govern- 
ing factor e-xcept for weeds ?— Except for weeds. 

The statement, however, to which the Board would 
draw special attention, is that made on 20th November 
in answer to Question 21316:— 

“ You desire to deal with the requirements in General 
Hutchinson’s Report of 1S94 ?— Yes ; repeating again, 
the steam dredger has been worldng over the entire 
canal, and whore there were shoals complained of, these 
shoals have been removed and now boats are able to 
trade the entire length of the canal drawing 4 feet 6 
inches, which is the maximum limit of draught allowed 
on the canal. There were a lot of complaints about the 
■needing of the canal, and that is one of the greatest 
difficulties we have, and we use every exertion we possibly 
can to reduce the incenvenionce caused by weeds. The 
canal is regularly weeded over the entire lengih twice a 


year, and in some places whom the weeds are m>tst 
they are gone over a third time. With respect to the 
harlmucs and pas.slng placc^i referred to bv General Hut 
chinson, they have all boon cleaned out ^vith the escen 
tion of Maynooth Hai-bour, and at Maynooth the onlv 
ti-affic on the canal is a fairly lai-go ti-affic with the 3Iaw 
nooth Collego, and the company have put in a whtif 
for dealing with that. The locks have been entirelv 
gone over from beginning to end and a very largo number- 
of new gates, sixty-four pairs of new gates have been 
put in since his Report. Tiie towpaths have also been 
attended to. Tlxoro ai-e some parts of the towpaths, 
odd pieces here and there, that nvo rough, but they 
are receiving attention.” 

In consequence of complaints as to the condition of 
the canal, the Board of Control had an inspection of it 
made by 3Ir. F. DutUey Flotclior, Inspector of the Shannon 
Navigation for the Board of Works; the inspection 
occupied nine days, from August 29th, 1906, to Sep- 
tember 7th, 1906: Mr. Fletcher furnished a report from 
which the following are extracts dealing -with the matt«a 
referred to in Mr. O’Noill’s evidence:— 

“Defth of Water in Canal. 

“ From Richmond Harbour to the junction with the 
leiigford Branch, the canal is shallow, narrow in section, 
and choked with weeds. 

” From the main lino to Longford, t.e., the Longford 
Branch, the canal is shallow, weedy and bushes along the 
edge of the trackway. 

“From 27^ Railway Mile Post to Enfield Bridge (1 mile) 
the canal is slrullow, from 4 feet 3 inches up, also the canal 
from fifth to the tii-st Look the section is narrowed and 
sliallow and loaded boats cannot get witliin 17 feat of the 
Imnk to discharge. 

“ 'The Broadstono Branch is also shallow and dirty. The 
passing places in most eases require dredging. 

“ Bridges. 

“ The bridges do not appearto have been cleaned out for 
years, and the aceuinulatioa of gravel, etc., hinders the 
free flow of water through same, although with the ex- 
ception of the undor-montioned they can pass loaded boats 
through freely ; — Toomo Bridge, thir.ty-mnth Lock Bridge, 
Hill of Down Bridge, Kilcock Bridge, Bond Bridge, Mullen 
Bridge, Pike Bridge and Kerman Bridge ; these have otdy 
a depth of from 4 feet 3 inches to 4 feet 0 inches. 

“Hoi-hoitrs. 

“The harbours allroquire somelittle dredging. especially 
the following, viz. — part of Richmond Harbour, the whole 
of the Longfoi-d Harbour, Foyagli Bridge Harbour, the 
Harbour 1,700 feot above hlorox Bridge in Mullingar, ood 
Maynooth Harbour. The five last do not allow of a 
loaded boat getting alongside the quay to discharge. 

“ Weeds. 

“ The -weeds are the worst feature of the canal, making 
haulage very difficult and lioaw on horses. Between the 
following places the weeds are very bad, -viz : — forty-sixth 
lock and Longford, ‘ Longford ’ Bridge and thirty-ninth 
look, tliirty-flftb and thirty-sixth lock, half the level 
thirty-second and thirty-fu-st lock, tliirtieth and twenty- 
sixth look. Saunders Bridge and Forty's Bridge, eighteenth 
lock and D’Aroy’s Bridge, Blaokshade Bridge and Enfield 
Bridge, and Kilpatrick Bridge and the twelfth lock.” 
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APPEiTDIX No- ZO-co)iti)iucd. 


(For additional e.dracts from Mr. Fletcher’s Report see 
ielow.) 

The Royal Ck)mnussion \vill perceive that Mr. Fletcher’s 
•statements are irreconciliable with Mr. O’Neill’s. These 
eitraots from Mr. Fletcher’s Report, wth others, were 
communicated to the Midland Qi-eat Western Railway 
Company on October 4th, with a covering letter which 
\ras put in evidence before the Royal Commission by Mr. 
Con^ssioner Stevenson, on behalf of this Board, on 
Oot-ober 6th (Question 14845). When Jlr. O'Neill 
gave evidence on October 1st, he had not, of course, seen 
V Fletcher’s Report, nltlvough as he accompanied Mr. 


Fletcher during part of the inspection, while his assistant, Apuendix 
Mr. Bi-etiand, saw the i-eniainder, he was probably aware No. SO. 
in a general way of what Mr. Fletcher had observed. On — — 

November 20th, however, when Mr. O’Neill made the dioui ii Ca nal. 
statement in answer to Question 2131C, to which the 
Board have drawn special attention, he had had ample 
opportunity for studying the extracts from Mr. Fletcher’s 
report. 

Mr. Fletcher, will, if the Royal Commission so desire, 
attend and give evidence as to his inspection. 

(Signed) H. Williams. 

Fd)rutry 2Vh, 1907. Secretory. 


2. — [copy]. 

Letter from Sir James B. Dougherty, C.B., .4ssi«fnn«- 
Under-Secretary. 


Dublin Castle, 


March 6<7t, 1907. 


Sir, I am directed by the Lord-Lieutenant to inform 

you that the Board of Control of the Royal Cana] have 
-forwarded to His Excellency a copy of the memorandum 
•submitted by them to the Royal Commission on Canals 
and Waterways on the 27th ultimo, and have raised the 
quesUon whether steps should not now he taken, by 


the exercise of the powers conferred on them by the Act, 
58 Geo. III., c. 35, to induce the Midland Great Western 
Railway Company to put the canal into proper navi- 
gable condition. 

As the Royal Commission may have recommendations 
to make with respect to this canal. His Excellency, be- 
fore taking action on the letter of the Board of Control, 
desires me to ask whether you are in a position to say 
when the report of the Royal Commission is likely to be 
issued. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Serv.-uit, 
(Signed) J. B. Doogherty. 

The Secretary, 

Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways, 

54, V'ictoria Street, S.W. 


3.— [COPY]. 

Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways, 

54, Victoria Street, S.W. 

March 8tk, 1907. 

Sir, — I have consulted Lord Shuttleworth, the Chair- 
man of this Commission, as to your letter of March 6th, 
and I am instructed to inform you that it is not pMsible 
to say definitely -when the Report of the Comraission 
will be issued. The Commission hopes to report the 
Irish evidence in May and the volume may probably be 


issued in June. It is not, however, likely that their 
recommendations as to the Royal and other Irish canals 
wiU be made till after they have completed their in- 
quii-ies in England, Scotland, and foreign countries, 
that is to say probably not till after the present year. 
I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Sei-vant, 
(Signed) W. B. DappiELU. 

Sir J. B. Dougherty, C.B., 

The Castle, Dublin. 


4. — [copy]. 

Additional Extracts prom the Report op Me. F. Dudley Fletcher, Inspector Shannon Navigation, 
Dated 15th September, 1006. 


The ohambora and walls of all the lodes are in good order 
sod repair. 

ZfOck Oates. 

With the exception of the fourteenth lock tlie look gates 
•are in good order and repair. 

In many cases considerable Icaki^e takes place at the 
Deep gate sills when passing barges through tlie locks. 
(Many of these can easily be repaired, the levels being 
short and the water easily run off.) The inner sea gates 
at the Liffey are very important and should bo made 
tight without delay. 

Dry Dock Oates. 

With the exception of tliose at the Broadstone branch 
they are all in bad order and nob safe to pass in boats. 

Trachoay. 

The general condition of the trackway is very fair. 
Loig stretches are used by the public and are therefore 


injured other than by canal traffic. Tho following parts 
are in bad order, rtz. : Richmond Harbour to forty-fifth 
lock : Longford railway bridge to Farragorgan Bridge ; 
Clonturk Bridge to Newtown Bridge ; Newtown Bridge to 
Aghantragh Bridge ; Saunders’ Bridge to Ballintra Bridge. 
Part between first and second lock, or a total of 3 miles, 
portions only of these lengths being bad and under the 
head of “ poor,” a total of 3 miles. The balance is 
between fair and good. About one-fourth of the total 
length of trackway has bushes growring along tho edge of 
same. This is extremely hard on horses hauling boats. 

Lough Owed Supply Canal. 

The supply from Lough Dwell to the canal is in fair 
order,- but the bridges, of -which tliere are nine, are much 
silted up. Tlio depth of -u'ater under tho one nearest 
tho canal was 4 feet 3 inches In the centre and 3 feet at 
the sides ; under the other eight bridges there was from 
3 feet 11 inches down to 1 foot 11 inches, the third bridge 
hai-ing only a depth across of 2 feet to 1 foot 11 inches. 
The consequence is that tho water does not pass freely to 
tho canal. On examinii^ the water book at the sluice 
house I noticed that the ‘‘nicks” of (sluice) rack up on tho 
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29tli and 30th ult. was eiglitecn nicks (seven nicks = 
9 inches), on the 31st ult. there were twenty-eight up, and 
on 1st and 2nd inst. eight up. Li other words a goodly 
supply of water was sent douni during the day and night 
of the 3Ist ult. 


Dredging. 

The dredger foreman informed me that her average 
speed while dredging was 4 Irish perches per day. The 
method of landing the mud on the bonk might be im- 
proved. When I saw her dredging a portion of each grab- 
full lifted was allowed to slip back into the canal. 

Tills dredger is not capable of dredging the look cham- 
bers, being unable to lower the grab to a sufBcient depth. 
There is no means in existence for dredging out the bridge. 
A sunk boat nt Kilcook reduces navigation channel by 
nearly half and is dangerous to traffic. 


Condusion. 

The- traders on the canal would not have anything to 
complain of if proper attention was paid to the water 
levels and to the efficient working of the dredging and 
weed cutting and other plant at the disposal of the com- 
pany. 

A barge with seven men at intervals along the canal is 
the method adopted to cut the weeds, the barge being 
placed across the canal to stop the floating weeds, but 
when a trade or other boat comes along the barge is drawn 
to one side and a quantity of u-eeds float away ; they also 
escape owing to the sliape of the barge, and the inspection 
boat was much hampered for miles with floating weeds. I 
also noticed three gangs of five men each dragging mar- 
ginal weeds at different spots on the canal. This certainly 


improves the appearance of the canal, but , 

facilitate haulage of boats, and it was being done at^ 
when some miles of the canal wanted the weeds 
sailing course. *ntne 

The lockkeopers do not appear to liave any definite 
instructions as to the time they should read the heX 
of water on the lock sills ; some of the replies eiveiiTO “ 
“ 7 a.m. or so,” “ at noon ” and “ at the end of the 
One lockkeoper loiew the height of water “ by the look nf it 
at the deep gate.” Noithei- have they instructions as tl 
wliat height they should keep the water to nor do the 
appreciate the importance of keeping a fixed navitatii 
level. Most of them said they did not get any instructtonc 
and I gatliorcd that the “ keeping a full level of water” 
was not considered very important. 


The number of men I saw at the weeds if kept on dniimr 
the season would easily keep the canal clean. The 
in charge were not carrying out the work in the most 
economical way. The number of trading boats mot 
during the inspection (in nine da 3 's) wiw eight at work 
and one lying up. 


I noticed that the water siqiply to the town of ^rulling^ r 
is drawn from tho Lough Dwell supply canal. Mullingar 
has a population of about 5,000, and between Mnlli^r 
and Dublin rams for supplying water to private resida^ 
are quite numerous and nearly all the railway statitifl 
tanks are supplied by ram, the waste ivater of which in 
most oases does not return to the canal. Tho quantity of 
water so taken must ho very large. 


(Signed) F. Dudley Flhtcheb. 

Inspector Sluimion Navigaiion. 

15lh Sepfemier, 1900. 
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Through water communication between Newry 
and, would be afforded by improvement to 
Lough Erne Navgation, Sir H. Plunkett - 17 

Through water communication from Shannon 
and Ulster Navigations and thereby to, 
valuable. Sir H. Plunkett • - • - 18 

Belfast Harbour Act, 1847, Harbour Commissioners 
incorporated under, W. A. Currie • - • 36 

Belgium, waterways, ^stem, M. P. O'Brien - - 10 

Belturbet, closing of Lister Canal objected to by 
meeting at, IF. R. Rea 28 


Board of Works; 

Adequate supply of water for Ulster Cana! 
should be found by, or Canal bo taken back 
and Lagan Navigation Company refunded 

m R. Rea ’ .-v. 

and Bann, Upper and Lower. G. A. Stevenson a 
Copy of counsel’s opinion (Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald, ' 
K.C.) as to the powera of, with respect to the 
Canals and Inland Navigation of Ireland, 

G. -4. Stefvenson - . . . . _ 

Lough Chrrib Navigation constructed by, Q. 

Stevenson ■ 4 

Lord Crichton’s Committee on, 1878, report 
quoted from, G. A. Stevenson - . . .1 

Inspection and report on Lough Corrib Navi- 
gation 

Loan towards improvements of Ulster Canal 
and subsequent proceedings and negotiations 
witli Lagan Navigation Company, 6. a. 
Stevenson, IF. R. Rea • - . . 3^ 23-09 

Loss from Ulster Canal, IF. R. Rea - . ' - oj 

Pi-oceedings re transfer of Ulster Canal from, 
and acquisition by Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany, IF. R. Rea 

Transfer of Ulster Canal to, expenditure on, 
and re-oponing, IF. R Rea - - - . 

Upper .Shannon Works and Management of 
Lough Derg taken over by, 1831, and taken 
over from, by Shannon Commission, 1839, 

G. .4. Stevenson 

Bog Ore, Royal Canal tolls, J. Taffoio 

Bond Bridge, condition 

Boyle, coal rates to Dublin, O. H. Bingham - 


28 


Boyne Navigation (Independent) : 


Account and histoiy, Q. A. Stevenson - . 4 

Boats, maximum size, G. A. Stevenson - ■ 4 

Executed under, and regulated by, special Act, 

J. F. V. Fitzgerald 1 

Locks, number, G. A. Stevenson ... 4 

Lower, original cost, Q. A. Stevenson ... 4 

Bradford, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P. O'Brien 9 

Bran and Pollard, comparison of Railway rates, Bon. 

0. Cufje 20 

Bretland, Mr., reference 40 

Bricks, Royal Canal tolls, J. Tadow • - - . 6 

Broadstone Branch, Royal Canal, correspondence 
between Royal Commission and Board of Trade 

re • . . . 39 

Broadstone Bridge, condition .... 


BURDEN, A.M., A.M.Inst.C.E., County Surveyor, 
Kilkenny, report on tlie feasibility and 
probable cost of a C^aDbettveen Kilkenny 
and Inistioge - • - . . 23-24 


Benbnrh : 

Approximate estimates of W. J. O’Neill for 


widening Ulster Canal at, W. R Rea • ■ 29 

Closing of Ulster Canal objected to, bv meeting 
at, IF. 21. Rea - - - . ' . - 28 

BINGHAM, C. H., Coal Merchant, Dublin : 

Rates for coal for manufoeturing purposes - 12 

Rates by merchandise train for coal between 
Dublin and various towns - - • - 11 

Birmingham, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderrv 

M. P. O’Brien - 9 

Black River, demiing necessary (Mr. Dick’s Report), 
Professor Toumsend * - - 34 

BJackshade Bridge, to Enfield Bridge, weeds - - 40 


Blackwater River ; 

Canal to Lough Erne, see Ulster CanaL 
Improvement from Youghal to Cappoquin 
desirable, Sir H. Plunkett - - - - ig 

Ulster Canal connected with Belfast and Newrv 

by, IF. R. Rea 28 

Board ci Trade, correspondence with Royal Com- 
mission re Broadstone Branch Canal - - - 39 


Byrne : 

James, hoatoraer, Royal (Ilanal, J. Ta&ow - 5 

Thomas, boatowner, Royal Ckinal, J. TaUoio • 5 

Caffrey, John, boatowner, Royal Canal, J. Tailow ■ 5 

Cahir, improvement of Barrow Navigation desired 

by people in, J. E. Palmer 38 

Caledon, closing of Ulster Canal objected to by 

meeting at, IF. .H. Rea 28 

Canada, Canal contemplated, from Georgian Bay 
to Lake Ontario, M. P. O’Brien . . - 10 

Canals and Inland Navigations : 

Abandonment undesirable, Sir B. Plunkett ■ U 
Barges, advantage of large, J. E. Palmer - ■ 37 

Centra!, : 

Importance, Sir B. Plunkett - * 

Improvement desirable, iSfr E. Plunkett • U 
COXIMmSIONERS : 

Barrow Navigation commenced by, 1759, 

G. A. Stevenson - • - - • 3 

Lower Boyne Navigation begun by, before 
1787, 6. A. Stevenson . - • • ^ 
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Page. 


Canals and lalaud Navigations-ooiiL 
CoMMissioSEES — cont. 

Grand Canal commenced by, 1755, trans- 
feired from, 1772, G. A. Stevenson - • 3 

and Lagan Navigation, G. .4. iS«er«n50?i - 2 

Newry navigation commenced by, 1729, 
handed over to Local Corporation, 1787, 

G. A. Slemnson 2 

Shannon Na%'igation vested in, J. F. V. 

Fitzgerald 1 

Tyrone Navigation commenced by, 1729, 
transferred, 1787, G. A. Stevenson ■ 3 

Comparison wth Continental and .‘bnerican 
policies and systems, M. P. O'Brien - 10 

DroEcroBS of Isia.nd Navigation: 

to be Appointed, functions, etc., 40 Geo. 

ni., J. F. V. Fitzgerald - - • 1 

Ixtwer Boyne ti-ansferred to, 1800, from, 

1831, G. A. Stevenson . . - - 4 

Grand Canal completed under, G. -4. Steven- 


llaigue Navigation vested in, 1800, G. A. 

Stevenson S 

Newry Navigation vested in, 1800, trans- 
ferred from, 1829, and expenditure on, 

0. A. Stevenson 2 

Powers of. Acts re, J. F. V. Fitzgesuld - 1 

Powers transferred to Commissioners of 
Public Works by Public Works (Ireland) 

Act, 1831, J. F. F. Fitzgerald - - 1 

Eoya! Canal vested in, 1814, and finished 
by, O. -4. Stevenson ... - 3 

Upper Shannon works, etc., taken over 
from, by Board of Works, 1831, G. A. 

Stevenson 3 

Tyrone Navigation transferred to, 1800, 


from, 1831, G. A. Stevenson - - - 3 

Existing, should be given a chance of proving 
their utUity, Sir H. Plunkett - - - 17 

Eipendittire on, large not advocated. Sir E. 

Plunkett 17 

Freights on barley from Kilgarvan to Dublin, 

H. Delany -------16 

Improvements, suggestions, J. E. Palmer - 38 

Lifluence in keeping down railway rates. Sir 
H. Plunkett - 17 

Ireland well adapted for, J. E. Palmer - -38 

List of, with account of each, G. A. iSlecenson - 2-3 
Jloveable weir system and proposed use of, J. E. 

Palmer 37-38 

New, not advocated, Sir H. Plunkett - - 17 

Northern System : 

Claim for consideration, Sir B. Plunkett 17 
may Furnish a valuable element in transit, 

Sir H. Phmkett - • - - 17 

Future, Sir H. Plunkett - • - 17 

Improvement would afford test under 
existing conditions as to present-day 
value of canals. Sir H. Plunkett - 18 

Main routes, improvement should be con- 
centrated to, Sir H. Plunkett - - 17 

Policy to be adopted dependent to a large 
extent on that to be adopted for railways. 

Sir E. Plunkett 17 

* Powers to fence banks given to Directors 

by Act 56 Geo. III., J. F. V. Fitzgerald ■ 1 

Rates : 


Examples and comparison with Railways, 
ilf. P. O'Brien, H. Delany, E. J. Long 

9, 16, 27 


Reduction, J. E. Palmer - - • - 31 

Services limited, Sir S. Plunkett - - - 17 

Southern system, improvement would afford 
test under existing conditions as to present- 
day value of Canals, Sir E. Plunkett - - 18 

State Control: 

Company ownership preferred, J. E. 

Palmer 83 


Economic value of respective canals could 
be much more easily determined. Sir H. 
Plunkett 


17 


Necessary if railways are taken over by 
State, Sir H. Plunkett . . - 17 


Page. Udev to 


Canals and Inland Navigations -rout. Apymdiccs. 

Transit part in solving transit problem re- — — 

Btrioted, Sir H. Plunkett - - - - 17 

Undertakers, Act 40 Geo. III. re, J. F. F. 

Fitzgerald 1 

Carbury, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Carcasses, comparison of Rnihvay rates, Hon. 0. 

Cu-ffe 20 

Carlisle, Railway .md Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P. O'Brien 9 

Carrick Old Bridge — Granny Ferry, limit of River 
Suit Navigation Company’s powers, J. E. Gruhh 12 

Carrick-on-Shannon, coal rates to Dublin, O. H. 

Bingham 11 

Carriek-on-Suir: 

Improvement of Banow Navigation desired 
by people in, J. B. Palmer - - • 38 

Particulars of sea-going craft using Suir Naviga- 
tion below, 1001-6, J. E. Grubb - - - 12 

River Suir to Clonmel, see under Suir, Navi- 
gation. Tonnage on River Suir to W'aterford, 

J. E. Pdmer 13 

Carrying business, small profits, J. E. Grubb - - 37 

CMtings, comparison of Railway rates, Eon. 0. Cu§e 

19, 20 

Castlebar, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Castlerea, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Castletown, coal rates to Dublin, O. H. Bingham • 11 

Cattle (live), comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. 

Cu§e 20 

Cavan, coal rates to Dublin, C. .ff. PtnffSom - • 11 

Central Railway Bridge, Lagan River, headway, 

TF. A. Currie 36 

China Ware, comparison of Railway rates, Ron. 0. 

Cuffe 21 

Clara : 

Coalrates to Dublin, Pmj/iam - - - II 

Rates for coal for manufacturing purposes from 
North Wall to, G. H. Bir^ham ... - 12 

Claremorris, coal rates to Dublin, 0. H. Bingham - 11 

daridge, C. R., boatowner, Royal Canal, J’. PatJoic - 6 

Ciifden, coal rates to Dublin, C. - 11 

Clones : 

Closing of Ulster Canal objected to by meet- 
ing at, TF. J2. Sea ------ 28 

Reopening of commimication between Lough 
Erne and, involved in improvements. Sir 

H. Plunkett 17 

Clonlara Lock, length, and proposed alteration, O. A. 

Stevenson 25, 26 

Clonmel : 

Corporation and County Council, powers ovei- 
River Suir, question of (Mr. Oliver’s report), 

J. E. Grubb 14 

Improvement of Barrow Navigation desiied by- 
people in, <7. E. Palmer .... 38 

Number of barges on River Suit trading to, only, 

J. E. Gnrbii 13 

Population, F. Pafmer- .... 33 

River Suir to Carrick-on-Suir, see under Suir 
Navigation. 

Tonnage on River Suir to Waterford, J. E. 

ffrubb 13 

Clonsilia, coal rates to Dublin from, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Clonturk Bridge to Newton Bridge trackway, con- 
dition - - 41 

Cloughjordan, Railway freights on barley to Kings- 

bridge, H. Delany 16 

Coagh, Henry Shiliington’s estimate for lock and 
weir at, J. B. Qunning-Moore - - . . 32 

Coal: 

Comparison of railway rates, Hon. 0. Guffe - 21 

Rates for, for manufacturing purposes, C. H. . 

Bingham 12 

Rates by merchandise train between Dublin and 
various towns, C. E. Bingham ■ - - 11 

Royal Canal tolls, J. Ta&ow .... 6 

CoUooney, coal rates to Dublin, C. E. Bingham - 11 

Commissioners of Public Works: 

Bailinamore and Ballyconnell Canal conatnioted 
by, 1845-59, S'. A.Siei'eiwon- ... 3 
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INDEX TO APPENDICES : 


Index to 
Appendices. 


1‘age. 

Commissioners of Public Works — foii^ 

lower Boyne Navigation transferred to, 183], 

G. A. Stevenson 4 

Maigue Navigation transferred to, 1831, 0. A. 

Stevenson 3 

Powers of Directors of Inland Navigation trans- 
ferred to, by Public Works (Iieland) Act, 

1831, J. F. F. Fi^erald .... 1 

Powei-s and duties of Shannon Commission 
transferred to, 1846, G. A. Stevenson - - 3 

Shannon Navigation vested in. by .Act, 1874, 

J. F. V. Fitzgerald 1 

Tyrone Navigation transferred to, 1831, from, 

188S. G. .4, Stevenson 3 

Ulster Canal vested in, 18C5, transferred fioni, 

1888. G. .4. Steveyison .... 3 

Cookstown Canal, proposed, Henry Sbillingtou’s 
report on, and probable cost, J. B. Gmning-Moore 32-33 
Coolmore, estimate for making weir at, .4. J/. Burden 24 

Cooimore Wood, estimate for towing path along, ,4, 


M. Burden ■ 


24 


Corrib, Lough., Navigation : 

•Account and history, <T. .4. - i 

Connection with Loch Mask, question re. Sir 

H. Plunkett 

Depths on silJ, and navigation depth, G. .4. 

Stevenson 

District served by, not served by raihrav. 
Sir H. Plunkett - . 

Executed under, and regulated bv, special Act, 
•I. F. r. Fitzgerald ■ . ' . 

Improvement desirable. Sir H. Plunkett. 

Locks, number and dimensious. G. .4. Stevenson 
Original cost, G. A. Stevenson .... 
Piers and stores, increase in number desir- 
able, Sir H. Plunkett .... 

Receipts and exi>enditure for twelve months 
preceding 31st March, 1905, G. A. Stevenson - 
Regulation' of levels. Mr. Dick’.s report. Professor 

Townsend . 

Secretary and Engineer, see Townsend, Pro- 
fessor, M.A. 

Tonnage, G. A. Stevenson 

TE.APFIC : 


18 

4 

18 

1 

18 

4 

4 

18 

4 

34 


Capable of development. Sir H. Plunkett 18 
Considerably increased. Sir E. Plunkett IS 
Crohana, estimate for clearing and deepening 
River Nore at. A. J/. Btii-den - . . . 04 

f.jrossdoney, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - h 
C'royboy Tunnel, Ro.val Canal, stoppage owing to 
breach at, IT. P. O’Neill ■ . . . * . 


aUFFE The Ho». OTWAT, Chairman, Kilkmne 
Industrial Development Association : 

Comparison of raUway rates - . . 10-21 

Railways, comparative table of competition and 

monopoly rates 

Spedal rates for certain classes of goods between 
Kilkenny and certain other places - . . 00 

CURRIE, W. A., Secretary, Belfast Harbour Com- 
missioners : 

Beuast Harbqttb : 

Tonnage cleared,_ 1885, 90, 95, 1900, 05 . 37 

™Ports and exports, 1905, 

1^00 '37 

Ti^ways, tonnage, 1885. 90, 95, 1900, 05 - 36 

Lagan River, headway of bridges - - - 3ft 

Staten^t of the jurisdiction and powers of 
tne J4elfast Harbour Commission - ar 

Ctomne Look, length, ind proposal alteration 
G. .4. tite7:enson - - - . or or 

Da^an, tam neat Sion, not adroeated a. 'route for"’' 
tanal from Kdtenny to Iniatioge, A. M. Burdm - 03 

Dargan, 3fc, lease of Ulster Canal to, 0. A. "3 

Eelany, Hugh, Tjpperary (N.E.) County Oouneil 
Cloughjordan 

m hongsbndge and canal freight on barley from 
Kilgarvan to Dublm - . . . . , « 

““lagement of. taken over by 
Board of Works, 1831, G. A. Stevenson . . 3 


DICK, FRED. J., MInst.C.E. : 

Eatimate of cost of obtaining adequate supp]. 

of -water for Ulster Canal, TF. R Pea ^ 
Report on Lough Corrib Navigation. Prolesi,.r 

Townsend 

Report re Ulster Canal ... 

Directots of Ireland Nav^ation, aee under CAnak' 
and Inland Navigations. 

Donamon, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham 
Donegal, Marquess of, expenditure on Lagan Navie-'! 

tion, Q. A. Stevenson - - . . 

Dougherty, Sit J. B., C.B., letter respecting Eotai 
Canal - - - . . . 

Down, Grand Jury, closing of Ulster Canal ob'iecfed 
to by, IT. R. Rea - - . . . 

Downs Bog. breaches on Royal Canal, IF. P. O'Esill 
Doyle, Patrick, boatowner, Royal Canal, Tatlow J 
Drapei'sfield, Henry Shillington’s estimate for lock 
at, J. B. Gunning-Moore - - . . _ 

Drapery Goods ; 

Comparison of railway rates, Hon. 0. Cuge 
Railway and canal rates, M. P. O’Brien ■ 
Dromod, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham 
Drumi-ee, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham 
Dmmsna, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham 
Dublin: 

Broadstone Canal, see that title. 

Coal freights on barley from Kilgarvan, B. 

Delamj ^ 

Corporation scheme for utUiaation of site oi 
Broadstone Branch Canal should be proposed 

-\rith approval of 

Grant for promoting navigation between the 
Shannon and, J. F. V. Fitzgerald 
Jaues St. Harbour : 


Grand Ckmal rates to, H. Egan ■ . s 

Suggestion re sliipping barley direct from 
Kilgarvan Quay. H. Ddany ■ . 16 

Kingsbi'idge, comparison of Railway rates with 
Kilkenny, Hon. 0. Cuge - - 19, 30, 35 

North W'all, rates for coal for manufactmiag 
purposes from, 0. H. Bingham - - . M 

Port and Harbour: 

Dii'ectors of Inland Navigation to see to 

improvement, J. F. V. Fitzgerald - - 1 

Provisions re improvement, .Art. 40, Geo. 

III., F. V. Fitzgerald ... 1 

Railway and canal rates, M. P. O'Brien, E. J. 

Long 9. 27 

Royal Canal tolls from, J. Tallow ... 6 

Spencer Book : 

Capital, revenue and expenditure, 1898, 
1905, W. P. O'NeUl - - - - 35 

Closing for repairs, TF. P. O'Xeill ■ 7 

Water supply taken from Lough Owell supply 
canal, between Mullingar and, large quantities 

wasted 42 

Dublin Gazette, notices of contemplated works « 
Canals and Inland Navigations to be pub- 
lished in, under Art. 40, Geo. III., J. F. I’. Fitz- 
gerald J 


DUDLEY, FLETCHER F., Inspeotoi of the Shan- 
non Navigation for the Board of Works: 
Lispection of Royal Canals and Report - 4'l, 4I 

Report on Royal Canal - - - . 40. 4f 

Statements irreconcilable with Mr. O’Neill's, - 40 
Dudley’s Mill, Mr. ICillally’s estimate for making a 
Canal and lock opposite, J. E. Gruhb - . - 13 

Donbell, not advocated as route for Canal from Kil- 
kenny to Inistioge, A. M. Burden . - - 23 

Dunboyne, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham ■ H 

Dundalk Steam Navigation Company, 2ea.se of 
Ulster Canal to, G. A. Stevenson ... - 3 

Dunsandle, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham ■ U 

Dysart, estimate for cleaning and deepening River 
Nore at, A . M. Burden - - ■ . - 24 

Edenderry : 

Coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - - H 

Railway and Canal rates to, M. P. O’Brien ■ 
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Ediren-ortlistown, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bbigham 
Pgiin Henry, Chairman, lung’s County Council, 
ClrMid Canal rates and tolls for grain and nialt • 
Egypt, moveable -weir and system used in, J. B. 

Palmer ■ • ' ' _ 

En)?pld Bridge from Black^vater Bridge, weeds 
Condition of Royal Canal to 
EndeJcL con! rates to Dublin, C. H. BuMiham - 
Enniskillen, through water communication betweet 
Belfast and Newry, would be afforded by im 
provemsnts to Lough Eme, Sir H. Plunkett 


Erne, Lough 

Canal to Blaokwater River, see Ulster Canal. 

Canal systems connectii^ Lough Jifeagh and, 
connection with Shannon desirable. 

Re-opening of communication between Clones 
and, involved in improvements, Sir B. 
Plunkett 

Through water communication between Bel- 
fast and Newry would be afforded by im- 


provements to, Sir H. Plunkett - - - 17 

Eme, Lough, Navigation : 

Account of, and history, Q. A. Stevenson ■ • 3 

No locks, G. A. Ste^vnson .... 3 

Minimum navigation depth, G. A. Stei'cnson - 3 

Original cost, G. A. Ste%-ena<in . . - . S 

Errina Lock, length, G. A. Stevenson - - - 26 

Exchefiuer Loan Commissioners, grant towards 
Ulster Canal, 0. A. Stex-enson .... 3 

Facragorgan Bridge, condition of trackway from 
Longford Railway Bridge ----- 41 

Ft’rmanfigh, Grand Jury, closing of Ulster Canal 

objected to by, 1^. B. Rea 28 

Fitzgerald, James P. Vesey, K.C., opinion as to the 
powers of the Board of Works. Ireland, with 
respect to the Canals and Inland Navigation in 

Ireland, Q. A. Stermeon 1 

Boat, coal rates to Dublin, C. - - 11 

Eonr, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. Cuffe 20 
Fortys Bridge, weeds from Saunders Bridge - - 40 

Ff^xforcl, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Fnyagh Bridge Harboirr, condition - - - 40 

Foyle Navigation : 

.\ecount and history, G. -4. S^ercnsoJi - - 4 

Boats, maximum size, Q. A. Stei<eneon - - 4 

Executed under, and regulated by, special .4ct, 

J. F. V. Fitzgerald 1 

Locks, number, G. A. Stevenson • - - 4 


France: 

Expenditure on waterways, Jl/. P. O'Brien - - 10 

c'eine et Marne Canal, endless rope system (Mi\ 
Oliver’s report), J. E. Grubb - - • 15 

Freights, question of, in Ireland, J. E. Palmer S7a, 37 
Fomiture, comparison of Railwayrates, HoJi. 0. Cuffe 21 
Gakay, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - - 11 

Genera! merchandise, Royal Canal tolls, J. Tatloio G 
Germany, co-operation of Canals and Railways, 

Jl. P. O'Brien 10 

Gibbstown, coal rate to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Gillogue Lock, length, (?. -4. • - - 26 

Glasgow, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

If. P. O'Brien 0 

Gordon, boatowner, Royal Canal, J. Tatlcno - - o 

Grain: 

Grand Canal rates and tolls, H. Egan - - 8 

Royal Canal tolls, J. Tatloio ... - 6 

Grand Canal (Independent) : 

.Account and history, G. A. Stevenson - - 3 

Barrow Navigation amalgamated with, G. A. 

Stevenson ....---4 
Boats, maximum size, G. A. Stevenson - - 3 

Combined series of improvements would give 
better economic results than isolated acts, 

Sir H. Plunkett 17 

Company, facilities given, J. E. Palmer - - 37 

Dredging and cleaning necessary, Sir H. Plun- 
kett 17 

Executed under, and regulated by, special Act, 
d- F. F. Fitzgerald 1 


Page. Index to 


Grand Canal (Independent)— <■•<>«/. Appendices. 

Facilities for storage of goods necessary. Sir H. 

Plunkett 17 

Importance, Sir H. Plunkett - - - 17 

Looks, number, &. A. Stevenson . . - 

Most hopeful side of canal development in 
Ireland, Sir H. Plunkett ■ - - - 17 

Original cost, O. A. Stevenson ... - S 

Probability of continuing use. Sir H. Plunkett - 17 

Rates and tolls for grain and malt, E. Egan - 8 

middle Shannon owned by, and taken over by 
Shannon Commission, 1839. G. A. Stevenson 3 

Water supply, improvement necessary, <St> B. 

Phinkett 17 

Granny Ferry — Carriok Old Bridge, limit of River 
Suir Navigation Company’s powers, J. E. Grubb - 12 

Gravel, Royal Cana! tolls, J. Tatloia .... 6 


GRUBB, J. ERNEST, J.P., Chairman, Tipperary 
County Council: 

SuiB River Navig-atton : 

Garrick - on • Suir — Clonmel, Mr. Oliver’s 

report 14-15 

Company, incorporation and powers - - 12 

Mr. KiUally’s report 13 

Particulars of sea-going craft using, below 
Carrick-on-Suir, 1901-1906 - - - 12 

Traffic on, west of Waterford - - - 1 3 

Suir River Navigation Company, tolls received 
from sea-going croft, 1901-1906 • - - 12 

GUNNING-MOORE, J.B., D.L.: 

Report on the Canalisation of the Ballinderry 
Rivet and probable cost by Henry 

Sliillington 32-33 

Upper Bann Navigatton : 

List of receipts from tolls at ^d. per ton, 

1880-1809 30 

Receipts and expenses, 1900-1906 - - 31 

Gunpowder, comparison of Railway rates, Son. 

0. Cuffe 20 

Halifax, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P. O'Brien - 9 

Hardware, Railway aud Canal rates, ilf. P. O'Brien - 9 

Hay, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. Cuffe - 20 

Hides, Railway and Canal rates, E. J. Long - - 27 

Hill of Down : 

Bridge, condition 40 

Coal rates to Dublin, C. B. Bingham • - 11 

Holland, waterways, system, M. P. O'Brien - - 10 

HoUvmoimt, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - 11 

Honorville, Mr. Killally’s estimate for making a 
Canal and lock opposite, J. E. GVw&b - • - 13 

Horseleap : 

Coni rates to Dxrbliu, G. if. Rinfflmut - - - 11 

Rates for coal for manufactming purposes from 

North Wall to, C. B. Bingham - - - 12 

Howell, Walter J., letter 39 

Huddersfield, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

iir. P. O'Brien 9 

Inistioge •. 

Estimate for clearing and deepening River Note 

at, A. M. Burden 246 

Estimate for quays at, *4. M. Burden - - 246 

Proposed Canal to Kilkenny, report on the 
feasibility and probable cost, A . il/. Burden - 2.3-24 
Iron, Railway and Canal rates, M. P. O'Brien - - 9 

Ironmongery, comparison of Railway rates. Bon. 

0. Cuffe 19 

Joyce, Mr., route proposed by, to connect Kilkenny 
aud Inistioge, A. M. Burden - - - - 23 

Kelly, Mrs., boatowner. Royal CanaL J. Tatlow • 5 

Kennan Bridge, condition 40 

Zilooek : 

Bridge, condition 40 

Coal rates to Dublin, C. E. Bingham - - 11 

Royal Canal tolls from Dublin, J. Tatlow - - 6 

Sunk boat at, reduces navigation channel and 
is dangerous to traffic - - - - 4I 

Kilfare, not advocated as route of Canal from 
Kilkenny to Inistioge, .4. JH. Purifen - • - 23 
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I. Kilgarvan: 

CMial freights on bailey to Dublin, H. Delany • 10 

Quay: 

Efiect of, H. Delany - - - - 16 

Suggestion re shipping barky direct to 
James St. Harbour, H. Delany • - 16 

Kilkenny : 

Conipaiison of Raii-n-ay rates with Waterford 
and Dublin, Hon. O. Cafe - ■ - 19, 20, 21 

Estimate for quays at, -4. jl/. S«rden - - 24 

Population, J. E. Palmer .... 38 

Proposed Cmial to Iniatioge, report on the 
feasibility and proliable cost, A. 21. Biu-den 23-24 
Special rates for certain classes of goods, The 

Eon. 0. Cuffe 22 

Kilkenny County, County Surrevor, see Eurden, 

A. M., A-M.Inst.C.E. 

Zillala, Coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Pinp/tam - - 11 

Killaloe : 

Estimates of cost of improving locks on 
Shannon Navigation to Killaloe, G. A. 

Stevcnso7i 25 

list of Shannon Locks to Limerick, lengths 
and proposed alteration, J. 51'ei’ejwoa - 26 

Lock, length, G. A. Stevenson - - • - 26 

Locks on Shannon to Limerick, enlargement 
advocated. Sir H. PhnikeU • • - . 17 

KILLALLY. JOHN: 

Report on : 

River Suir, J. E. Grubb - • - • 13 

Kilieshandra, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. 

Buigham XI 

Killucan, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham, 11 

Kilmainham Wood : 

Coal rate to Dublin, C’. H. - - - II 

Rates for coal for manufacturipg purposes from 
North Wall to, C. H. Bingham - - • 12 

Kilmessan, coal rates to Dublin, C. E. Bingham • 11 

Kilpatrick Bridge and I2th Lock, weeds - - 40 

King’s Bridge, estimates for canalisation of Babin- 
deny River to, J. B. Qumiing-Moore ■ . 32, 33 

Zingsbridge : 

Railway freights on barley from Qough- 
jotdan, H. Delany Xg 

King’s Cotmty Council ; 

Chairman, see Egan, Henry. 

Member, see O’Brien, MP. 

Kingseourt : 

Coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham - . XI 

Rates for coal for manufacturing purposes from 

North Wall to, C. H. Bingham - • - 12 

Kirkpatrick, M., boatowner. Royal Canal, J. Tatlow 5 

Knockcroghery.coal rates to Dublin, C. E. Bingham 11 

lagan. Navigation (Independent) : 

Account of, G. A . Stevenson - - - 2 

Boats, maximum size, G. A. Stevenson - - 2 

Company : 

Acquisition of Ulster Canal, proceedings, 

etc., W. R. Eea, G. A. Stevenson ■ 3, 28 

Engineer, see O’NeiU, WiUam J. 

Ex^nditure on Ulster Cana], need for 
further, and negotiation with Board 
of Works re. W. E. Eea - . 28, 29 

Loss on Ulster (3apa!, IF. E. Rea - . 29 

Vice-Chairman, see Eea, W. R. 

Expenditure aa, G. A. Stevenson - - • 2 

Loess : 

Number, O. A. Stevenson • - • 2 

Enlargement of locks on Ulster Canal 
to size of, question respecting justi- 
fication, Sir E. Plunkett - - - 17 

Original cost, At. Bterenaon - . . 2 

Payments to Exchequer and dividend, G. 

A. Stevenson 2 

Tvrone Navigation transferred to, 1888, O. A. 

Stevenson g 

Ulster Canal connected with Belfast by, W. 

E. Rea *------28 

Improvement involved in improvement of 

Northern system. Sir E. Plunkett - . X7 


lagan River ; 

Channel dredged liy Belfast Harbour Comniis 
sion, TI’. .4. Ctm-ie - - . . ' 

Headway of bridges, TF. .4. Currie - - ' « 

Power of Belfast Harbour Commission over * 
TF. *4. Currie 

Traffic, nature of, TF. A. Currie . - ' 3^ 

Leather : 

Comparison of Raihvay rates, Hon. 0. Cuge oi 
Railway and Canal rates, E. J. Long . ' 

Leech: 


James, boatouner, Royal Canal, J. Tatlotu 
William, boatoivner, Royal Canal, J. Totlow 
Leeds, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderrv 

31. P. O'Brien 

Lefroy, Mr., reference, G. A. Sievcnso7i - 
Leixiip, coal rates to Dublin, 0. H. Bingha^n - 
Lennox, William, boatowner, Royal Canal J 

Tatlom ’ ’ 

Levy, Dr. M., Ingenievr des pontee/clmi/ssee, France, 
endless roiw system used by (Mr. Oliver’s renorti' 

J. E. Grubb . 

Lewis, Joseph, Mechanical Engineer, estimate of cost 
of obtaining adequate supxfiy of water for Ulster 

Canal, TF. R. Eea 

LiSey, inner sea-gate, importance - - . . 


Limerick : 

Efficient water communication between lower 
reaches of Shannon and, desirable, Sir H. 

Plunkett 

Estimate of cost of improving locks on Shannon 
Navigation to Killaloe, 0. A. Stevenson - -2o 
List of Shannon locks to Killaloe, lengths and 
proposed alteration, G>. A. (Skrienson - . 26 

Looks on Shannon Navigation from Killaloe 
to, enlargement advocated. Sir H. Plunlcett 17 

Railway and Canal rates, E. J. Long ■ . 27 

Tidal lock, alterations, C. aI. iSki'«i«07i • - 26 

Liverpool, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P. O'Brien -9 

Local Drainage Board, Lough Erne Navigation 
constructed by, 1881-90, O. A. Stevenson - - 3 

London, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P. O'Brien 9 

Long, B. J., Railway and Canal rates for hidM and 
leather 27 


Longford ; 

Bbidge : 

Condition of 40 

to Farragorgon Bridge, condition of track- 
way 41 

State of Canal from Richmond Harbour to 40 
to 39th Lock, weeds . . • - 40 

Coal rates to Dublin, C. R. Bingham ■ • 11 

Harbour, condition 40 

Rates for coal for manufacturing purpose 
from North Wall to, O. H. Bingham - - 1'- 

Weeds from 46th Lock 

Longford Oit level, breach on Royal Canal, IF. P. 
O'Eeill : 


Lord Lieutenant : 

Assistant Under-Secretary, see Dougherty, 

Sir J. B. 41 

Letter to, re date ot issue of Commission’s 

report 41 

Powers re inland navigation under Act 40 Geo. 

III., J. E. V. Fittgercdd ■ ■ . - 1- 


Loughrea : 

Coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham • • 4^ 

Rates for coal for manufacturing purposes 
from North Wall to, C. H. Bingham - _ • 4- 

Maam Cross, coal rates to Dublin from, C. H. Bing- 

'ham, 44 

Mocassey, L. L., M,Inst.C.E., estimate of cost of 
obtaining adequate supply of water for Ulster 

Canoi, IF. E. Rea ™ 

McGingan and Smith, boatowuers, Royal Canal, J. 

^ 

McLoughlin, T., 'boatowner, Royal Canal, J. Tatha 5' 
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jlaigue Navigation ; 

Account and history, {?. .4. iSieuenaon 

DO Locks, (?. 4. SleuenaoK .... 

Original cost, G. A. Stevenson 
Mallaranny, coal rates to Dublin, 0. H. Bmciham - 
jfalt, Grand Canal rates and tolls, H. Egan - 
Jlanchester, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P- O’Brien 

Jianures, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. Cufe 


Maynooth : 

Goal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham 
HaRBOTO: 

not Cleaned out 

Condition 

Royal Canal tolls from Dublin, J. Tatlow 
Middletown, closing of Ulster Canal objected to by 
meeting at, TF. R. Rea 


11 


40 

40 

6 


28 


Midland Great ’Western. Railway of Ireland 
Company : 

Abandonment .varrant applied for from Board 
of Trade for Broadstone Branch Canal - 39 

Engineer, see O’Neill, W. P. 

Manager, see Tatlow, Joseph. 

Powers by Act to induce them to put Royal 
Cmial in proper naTigable condition, ques- 


tion respecting exercising - - - • 41 

Rates for coal for manufacturing purposes, 

C. 3. Bingham 12 

Royal Canal sold to, 1846, G. A. Stevenson - 3 

Mineral waters, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 

0. Gwffe 19 

Moate, coal rates to Dublin, C. fl'. Bs'rcfAom • - 11 

Monaghan, closing of Ulster Canal objected to by 

meeting at, W. R. Rea 28 

Monaskea Lock, length, and proposed alteration, 
ff. 4. Stevenson ..... . 26, 26 

Monasterevan, Grand Canal rates from, H. Egan - 8 

Moore, J. B. Gunning, D.L., see Gunning-Moore, 

J. B.. D.L. 

Morox Bridge in Muttingar, condition • - - 40 

Moy, closing of "Ulster Canal objected to by meeting 

at, IT. E. Rea 28 

Moycullen, coal rates to Dublin, 0. H. Bingham • 11 

Moy’s Lock, length and proposed alteration, G. .4. 

Seweneon 25, 26 

Mullen Bridge, condition 40 

XaUlngar : 

Coal rates to Dublin, (7. H. Btwyftam - • 11 

Rates for coal for manufacturing purposes 
from North Wall to, C. H. Bingham - - 12 

Royal Canal tolls from Dublin, J. Tadoxo - ■ Q 

Multyfamham, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham 11 
Naran, coal rates to Dublin, C. 3. Bingham • - 11 

Heagh, Lough: 

Canal systems connecting Lough Erne -i.nd 
connection with Shannon desirable, Sir H. 

Plunkett 18 

River to Cookstown, see Ballinderry River. 

Ulster Canal connected with Belfast and Newry 

by. F. R. Rea 28 

Water supply drawn from Lough OweD- - 42 

Newport, coal rates to Dublin. C. if. - II 

Newry, Ulster Canal connected with, F. R. Rea - 28 

Jewry Navigation (Independent) : 

Account of, G. A. Stevenson .... 2 

Boats, maximum size, ff. 4. - - 2 

Locks, number, G. A. Stevenson ... 2 

Original cost, Q. A. Stevenson .... 2 

Through water communication between Bel- 
fast and, would be afforded by improve- 
ment to Lough Eme, Sir H. Plunkett - -17 

Ulster Canal connected with Newry by, F. R. Rea 28 


Jewtown : 

BaiDGE : 

to Aghautragh Bridge, condition of track- 

■way 41 

to Clonturk Bridge, condition of trackway 41 
Lock, length and proposed alteration, G. A. 

Stevenson 26 26 

33C— II. 


Page. 


Newtownforbes, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham H 
Nobber. coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham ■ - 11 

Nore, River: 

Canalisation by moveable weir system suggested, 

J. E. Palmer ..... 37, 33 

Estimates for works in connection with pro- 
posed Canal from Kilkenny to Inistioge, 

A. M. Burden 24 

Former canalisatioa, J. E. Palmer ... 38 

as Route of proposed Canal from Kilkenny to 
Inistioge, 4. M. Burden - - - 23-24 

North City Mills, boatowner, Royal Canal, J. Tallow 5 
North Wall, see under Dublin. 

Nottingham, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderry, 

M. P. O'Brien 9 

Oats, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. Cuffe - 20 

O’BRIEN, M. P., KING’S COUNTY COUNCIL: 

Canals, Continental and American policies and 

systems 10 

Comparison of the rates at which various classes 
of merchandise are carried to Edenderry - 9 

Oil, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. CwQe ■ 19 

Oliver, Charles D., M.lnst.,C.E., Report on River 
Suit Navigation, J. Gr?tb6 - - - 14-15 

Oliver, Str., reference. Sir S. Plunkett - - - 18 


O’NeUl : 

William J., Engineer, Lagan Navigation 
Company. 

Approximate estimate for improving the 
Ulster Canal, F. R. Rea - - - 29 

Estimate of cost of obtaining adequate 
supply of water for Ulster Canal, W. R. 

Rea 29 

W. P., M.Inst.C.E., Engineer, Midland Great 
Western Railway of Ireland : 

Memorandum on subject of evidence for- 
warded 40 

Royal Canal : ‘ 

Breaches since 1865 .... 7 

Maintenance expenditure since 1895 7 

Stoppages and reductions in depth of 
water since 1893 .... 7 

Royal Canal and Spencer Dock, 
capital, revenue, and expenditure 

1898, 1905 35 

Statements of Mr. P. Dudley Fletcher 
irreconcilable with those of - - 40 

Dwell, Lough, Supply Canal: 

Report after inspection 41 

Water supply of Mullingar draivn from - - 42 

Oranmore, coal rates to Dublin, C. if. Btng'/kim - 11 

Onneau Bridge, headway, F. A. Ourrie . . . 3fi 

Oughterard, coal rates to Dublin, 0. H. Bingham • 1 1 


P.ALMER, J. E., lately a Director of the Grand 
Canal Company : 

Canals : 


Barges, advantage of large - • - 37 

Company ownership preferred to State - 37 

Improvements, suggestions - - • 38 

Moveable weir system and proposed use of 37-38 

Freight question 37 

Grand Canal Company, facilities given - - 37 

Ireland well adapted for inland waterways - 36 

Traffic, no large development expected - - 37 

Park Lock, length, G. A. Stevenson - - - 2f 

Parliament Act 58 Geo. HI. c. 35, powers conferred 
on Board of Control of Royal Canal, question 

respecting exercising 41 

Peat moss litter imports, tonnage. Sir H. Plunkett IS 

Pike Bridge, condition 4C 


PLUNKETT, The Right Hon. Sir HORACE, 

K-C.V.O. : 17-] 

BaTiTiTnamose and BALLycoNNEL Canal : 

Drainage and navigation interests - • ] 

Re-opening, question re . . . ] 

Ballinrobe, proposal to establish steamer com- 
munication from Lough Mask into, prac- 
tical .......] 
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PLUNKETT, The Right Hob. SIR HORACE, 
K.C.V.O. — cont. 


Belfast, through •water eommunication from 
Shannon Navigation and Ulster and thereby 

to, valuable 

Black'water, improvement from Youghal to 

Cappoquin desirable 

Canals : 

Abandonment undesirable 
Central : 

Importance 

Improvement desirable 
Existing should be given a chance of 
proving their utility .... 
Expenditure, large, not advocated - 
Influence in keeping down Railway rates 
New not advocated .... 
Northern System : 

Claim for consideration 

may Furnish a valuable element in 

transit 

Future 

Improvement would afford test under 
existing eondi'tions as to present 
day value of Canals for transit 
Main routes, improvement should be 
concentrated to - • - • 

Policy to be adopted to a large extent 
dependent on that to be adopted with 
regard to Railwaj-s .... 

Services limited 

State Control : 

Economic value of respective Canals 
could bo much more easily deter- 
mined 

Necessary if Railways are to be taken 
, over by State .... 

Transit, part in solving transit problem 

restricted 

Clones, re-opening of communication between 
Lough Erne and, involved in improvements 
CoEBiB, Locgh, Navigation: 

Connection with Lough Mask, question re 
District served by, not served by Railway 
Improvement desirable .... 
Piers and stores, increase in number desir- 
able . 

Traffic: 

Capable of development ... 
Considerably increased ... 
Ghabd Canal: 


18 

18 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

18 
17 

17 

17 


17 

17 

17 

17 

18 
18 
18 

18 

18 

18 


Combined series of improvements would 
gi-ve better economic results than isolated 

acts 

Dredging and cleaning necessary 
Facilities for storing goods necessary 
Importance 

Most hopeful side of Canal development 

in Ireland 

Probability of continuing utility - 
Water supply, improvement ne^sary - 
Weak points should be strengthened - 
lAgan Navigation, improvement involved in 
that of northern system - . . . 

Neagh, I,ou^, Canal systems connecting 
Lough Erne Navigation and, connection 
with Shannon Navigation desirable - 
Newiy Navigation, through water communica- 
tion between Belfast and, would be afforded 
by improvement to Lough Erne Navigation 
Peat moss litter, tonnage imports . 

Railwats : 


17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 


18 


17 

18 


Control : 

Private, abandonment of Cftriftla uq. 

desirable under - . . -17 

State, Canals should also be taken over 17 
Policy re Canals to a certain extent depen- 
dent upon that adopted re - - -17 

Rates, Canal influence ' - - - 17 

Transit in Ireland mainly of - - - 17 

Road, -transit in Ireland mainly of - . - 17 


PLUNKETT, The Right Hon. SIR HORACE 
K.C.V.O. — cont. ’ 

Royal Canal : 

Maintenance in proper condition desirable is 
Northern and Southern Sj^tems more im- ’ 
portant than - . . . 

Traffic considerably larger, question re ‘ |g 
Shannon Navigation: 

Lower Reaches, efficient water communi- 
cation between Limerick and, desirable i- 
to Ulster Canal, value ■ - is 

Upper reaches, enlargement of locks not 
advocated - - - - . .. 

Suir Navigation, improvement would he deter- ‘ 
mined by Railway policy - . - • Is 

Transit : 

Claims of one form must be considered in 
relation to tlio other - . • • r 

Improvements, question re expenditure ' 

on road and rail 

Ulster Na-vioatiob : 

Improvement involved in that of Northern 

system - 17 

Locks, enlargement to size of Lagan Navi- 
gation, question re justification - . 17 

Present gauge maintained and improve- 
ments carried out should enable a paying 
load to be carried - . • - 17 

Room for considerable improvement 17 ig 
Through communication to Shannon Navi- 
gation desirable jg 

Pollard, see Bran and Pollard. 

Portadown, closing of Ulster Canal objected to by 

meeting at, W. R. Rea 2S 

Portarlington, Grand Canal rates from, H. Bgan - 8 

Portumna, Canal rate for hides from Limerick, 

B. J. Long 27 

Potatoes, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. Ouffe 20 
Poulakerry, Mr. Killally’s estimate for making a 
Canal and lock opposite, J. B. Orubb - - - 13 

Pro-risions, comparison of Railway rates, Hon. 0. 

Cuffe 20 

Queen’s Bridge : 

Headway, W. A. Currie 36 

Southern boundary of portion of Belfast Har- 
bour available for sea-going vessels, Tl'. A. 

Currie 36 

Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, see under Acts. 
Railways ; 

Control : 

Private, abandonment of Canals undesii'- 
able under, Sir H. Plunkett • - - 17 

State, Canals should also be taken over, 

Sir H. Plunkett - - - - 17 

Freights on barley from Clougbjordan to 
Kingsbridge, H. Delany ■ - - • 16 

Policy respecting Canals must to a certain 
extent depend upon policy adopted re, Sir 
H. Plunkett . ... . .17 

Rates : 

Canals, influenoe, Sir H. Plunkett - • 17 

Comparative table of competition and 
monopoly rates, showing the increase 
per cent, Hon. 0. Cuffe • . • 23 

Comparison of, Hon. 0. Cuffe • - -19-21 

Examples of, and comparison with Canals, 

Mr. P. O'Brien, H. Delany, B. J. Long 9, 16, 27 
by Merchandise train for coal between 
Dublin and various towns, U. H. Bingham 11 

Special, for certain classes of goods between 
certain places, Hon. 0. Cuffe - ■ 22 

Transit in Ireland mainly by. Sir H. Plunks 17 
Rathangan, Grand Canal rates, H. Egan - • 8 

REA, W. ' R., Vice-Chairman, Lagan Navigation 
Company : 

Approximate estimate by Mr. William J- 
O’Neill, Engineer, Lagan Navigation Com- 
pany, for improving the Ulster Canal • ■ 29 

“ The Ulster Canal and the Lagan Navigation 

Company” 28-29 

Recess, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham • • 

Returned empties, Royal Canal toUs, J. Tathw • ® 
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Bichmonl Harbour, Royal Canal: 

Condition 40 

to 45tb lock, condition o£ trackway - • 41 

to Longford Branch, state of Canal • - 40 

Tolls from Dublin, J. Tallow - • - . 6 

Roads, transit in Ireland mainly of. Sir U. Plun- 

htt 17 

Robertson, Thomas, Chairman Board of Works, 
reference, fl^. H. Rea 28 

Roscommon, coal rates to Dublin, C. H. Bingham • 11 

Ross, coal rate to Dublin, C. H. Bingham • • 11 

Royal Canal (Midland Great Western Railway); 
Account and history, O. A. Stevenson 3 

Board of Contsol : 

Inspection of Canal and report - - 40-1 

Powere confirmed on, by Act, question 

re. exercising 41 

Secretary, letter and memorandum from, 

re Royal Canal 40 

Boats, maximum size, Q. A. Stevenson • 3 

Bond Bridge, condition - - • . 40 

Breaches since 1855, W. P. O'Neill • • 7 

Bridges, report after inspection • - • 40 

firoadstonc Branch, see that tiile. 

Capital revenue, and expenditure 1898, 1905, 

TF. P. O’NrHI 35 

Company, Canal commenced by, 1789, and 
subsequent insolvency, Q. A. Stevenson - 3 

Correspondence re 40-2 

Depth : 

Good 40 

Report after inspection - - - 40 

Dredgikg : 

Necessary 41 

Report after inspection - - - 41 

Dry doc i gates, report of inspection - . 41 

Enfield Bridge, condition of Canal to - >40 

Executed under, and regulated by, special 
Act, J. F. V. Fitzgerald . ... i 

Harbours, report after inspection - - - 40 

Improvements necessary .... 40 

List of boatowners and number of boats trading 

at present, J. Tatlow 6 

Loces : 

Gates, report after inspection - . - 41 

Improvements 40 

Keepers, no definite instructions os to 
time they should reach heights • • 42 

Number, G. A. Stevenson . ... % 

Report after inspection ... 41 

Maintenance expenditure since 1895, IT^ P. 
O'Neill 7 


Maynootu Harbour : 

not Cleaned out 40 

Condition 40 

Northern and Southern Sjrstems more impor- 
tant than, Sir H. C. Plunkett - - • 18 

Original cost, 0. A. Stevenson ... 3 

Powers by Act to induce Midland Great Wes- 
tern Railway Company to put, in proper 
navigable condition, question re exercising 41 
Receipts, expenditure and dividends, 1838-45, 

0. A. Stevenson 25 

Beceiptj and working expenses, 1931-5, 

0. A. Stevenson 5 

Stoppages and reductions in depth of water 
since 1893, TF. P. O'Neill .... 7 

Sunk boat at Kiloock, navigation channel re- 
duced and traffic endangered • • - 41 

Tolls and charges, J. Tallow ... 6 

Towpaths attended to .... 40 
Trackway, report alter inspection • - 41 

Traffic considerably larger, question re. Sir B. 

Plunkett 13 

Water levels, attention should be paid to - 41 

Weeds : 

Cutting necessary 41 

Difficulty 41 

Method adopted to cut - - - - 41 

Number of men sufficient but not working 

economically 42 

Report after inspection - - - - 40 
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Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways : 
Correspondence with Board of Trade re Broad- 
stone Branch Canal - - ... 39 

Memorandum submitted by, to Board of 
Control of Royal Canal forwarded to the 
I/3rd-Lieutenant 41 

Report, date of isSuo, letter re from Secretary 
to Lord-Lieutenant • - - - - 41 

Sand, Royal Canal tolls, J. Tatlow . - . . g 

Sankoy, Lieutenant-General, late Chairman, Board 
of Works, reference, W. R. Rea - - - • 28 

Saunders Bridge : 

to Ballintra Bridge, trackway and condition 41 

to Portya Bridge, weeds • ... 40 

Seine et Marne Canal, see under Prance. 

Shannon Navigation (Independent) : 

Account and history, 0. A. Stevenson - . 3 

Boats, maximum size, O. A. Stevenson - - 3 

Canal systems connecting Lough Erne and 
Lough Neagh, connection with, desirable, 

Sir H. Plunkett 18 

Commission : 

Appointment, 1839. and proceedings, Q. A. 

Stevenson 3 

Powers and duties transferred to Commis- 
sioners of Public Works, 1846, G. A. 
Stevenson ...... 3 

Grant towards improving navigation of, under 
Act 40 Geo. III., J. F. V. Fitzgerald - - 1 

Limerick to Killalob : 

Estimate of cost of improving, O. A^ 

Stevenson 26 

List of locks, lengths, and proposed alter- 
ations G. A. Stevenson - . . *26 

Locks : 

Enlargement advooatea, Sir B. Plunkett 17 

Number, Q. A. Stevenson ... 3 

Lower part, communication with Limerick 
desirable. Sir H. Plunkett .... 17 

Moveable weir system used partially on, J. E. 

Paimei- 37, 38 

Original coat, G. A. Stevenson - - - . 1 

Powers of Railway and Canal Commissionets re, 

J. F. V. Fitzgerald 1 

Through communication with Ulster Canal, 
and thereby to Belfast, valuable, Sir H. 

Plunkett 18 

Vested in Canal Commissioners, J. F. F. Pjfe- 

gerald 

Vested in Commissioners of Public Works, 
by Act of 1874, J. F. V. Fitzgerald - ■ - 1 

Sheffield, Railway and Canal rates to Edenderrv 

M.P. O’Brien - 9 

Shillington, Henry, report on the canalisation of the 
BBllinderry River, and probable cost, J. B. 

Gunning-Moors 32-33 

Shot, comparison of Railway rates, Bon. 0. Ouffe - 20 

Sion to Dargan, not advocated as route for Canal 

from Kilkenny to Inietioge, A. JW. Burden - - 23 

Sligo, coal rates to Dnfahn, 0. H. Bingham - - 11 

Slops, Railway and Canal rates, j1/. P. O’Brien . 9 

Spencer Dock, see under Dublin. 

Stationery and books, comparison of Railway rates, 

Hon. 0. Cuffe 20 

STEVENSON, GEORGE. A.M.V.O., Commissioner 
of Public Works : 

Copy of Counsel’s opinion as to the power of 
the Board of Works, Ireland, with respeot 
to the Canals and Inland Navigations in 

Ireland 1 

List of Inland Narigatioas, Ireland, with 

account of each 2-3 

Royal Canal, receipts, expenditure and divi- 
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